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Burdick: We are the safety program [Biiiing:safety. tips.

Maj. Gen. Donald Burdick
L= Director, Army National Guard

The United States Arry depends upon the
National Guard a2 a combat-ready foree in the
defense of our eountry. | am personally veny
proud of the MNatonal Guard and of the soldiers
who serve, enduring family hardships and personal
sacrifice

As safery officer for the Army National Guard, |
am concerned with the safety of each of you as
you parficipate in undt maining assemblies, field
training exercises, periods of non-duty and annual
training. Injuries sustained in training and
automobile sccidents. or the desth of one of our
Guardsmen creates pain and suffering for all of us,
and a void which cannot be readily filled. |
emphasize (o you the woeney of belng aware of
safety at all Hrmes

Special emphasis during AT
There will be special emphasts placed on
preventing accidents during FY 83 annual training
pariod, and | ask that you join me in this effort. |
expect all commanders to put forth the tme and
enengy o make this program work, As comy

manders, you must influence through informaton,
motivation and enforcement. My six fundamental
actions fraom “The Director’s Safety Philosopivy™
and “Responsibilty Up and Down the Chain” can
help you save lives and equipment,
They are:

« Se¢t high standands

« Hnow your soldbers

« Hnow your equipment

. Apply dispatch disciplne

« Manage risks in training

«  Makdain swaneness

Take positive action

Safety & p command responafbdlity

Al of us share the responsibiliby for our safety
program; thus, we are the safety program. Your
pctive mlerest and solid paricipation & essential #
we are o make the Army National Guard 8 more
effective, safer and combat-ready force, Only
positive action by you can make our efforts result
in an effective accident prevention program. For
your sake, and that of your loved ones, | hope
you will heep salety I ménd and make this the
tafist fraining Lear aver,

~ Are you putting me on?

Memorial Day — Labor Day

Use caution during ‘101 critical days’

The week prior to Memodal Day was designated
nationally as “Buckle-up America” week. Secretary
of Defense Frank Carluss has ashed all
Departmient of Defense members which Includes
the Mational Guard, to support this campiaign
More than 48.000 Americans lost their lves Last
WA DN America’s highways, Mamy of thosa

alifies could have been prevented f seatbelts had

e used. This sad statistic has prompted a
national goal of 70 percent usage of seatbelts
during the last week of May,

The period between the week before Memonrial
Day and Labor Day historically has been a period
of increased accidents, The Alr Force calls this
period af rsk the “10] Critical Days.”

Mot so surprising, the 101-day perod & ako
when the majorty of Guard members do their

annual raning. Because we care about our Guard
mernbers, we can do better, and with a concerted
effort by commanders and supervisors, we will do
better. With emphasis on self-discipling, good
judgement and common sense during af of our
activities, especially while defving, we can have a
successful 101 days. Remember, it's importand to
use protective equipment such as sgatbels and fo
be responsible in the wse of akohal. These twa
factors alone can significantly Increase your
chances of enjoying a Labor Day cockout with
your family. See vou In September.
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Veterinarian Maj, Gary Shephard treats a burro for Internal parasites in an Honduran village during
his annual training. Shephard, a Colorado Army Guardsman, was attached io the 947th Medical Com-
pany (Clearning), Las Animas. (Photo by Sgt. James Bumnett, CO ARNG)

Colorado vet treats ‘all creatures...’

55qgt. Mermill Lundberg

Honduras — Anyone who Bves and works in a
ranching community will agree that the animals are
evenything,

And the noise they make, from the shrill whinmy
of the homses o the afio lowing of cattle, &
appreclated like fine opera by the people who own
them

Recontly, that opera swelled 1o a crescendo,
heralding the arrival of a teamn of veterinarians
attached to the 947th Medical Company
iClearing]l, Colosado Army Mational Guard, in Las
Animas

The 947th was n Honduras to participate in
training exercises involving chvil action projects as
well as medical support for U5, military personnel
asgigned 1o Palmercla. The unit’s deploymaent and
subsequent returmn to Colorado preceeded the
current U5, military exerciies in that countny,

The medical civil action project was inkiated
when the Honduran Ministry of Health requested

Colorado’s T-43s still flying

e Colorado's four Boeing 7375 (or A Fome
T-43s] wime not alfected by the recent crder by
the Federal Awviation Admirdsiraton, Folowing the
bizarre mishap in Hawadl, tha FAA &
investigating only those 737 with more than
30,000 landings or take-olfs. All Colorado Al
Cruard T-33s were bult in 1972 and 73 and have
less than 10000 take-ofh and landings pes
aircrad Thr_l.l are, therelore, not sublect b the
specific mequinements ordered by FAA

veterinary assistance be provided to Honduran
villages.

Maj, Gary Shephard, a practicing veterinarian
from Lafayetie, Colo., sald that when he recelved
a request 1o deploy 1o Honduras with the 93 7th
for thelr two-week annual training, he quickly
msocepted although he & nomally assigned 1o

another wnit

“This experience has given me the opportunity
to see animal diseases | had only read about.”

Shephard said

“The team treated cows, bumos and horses for
worms, ticks and Bce,” be coninued, “This was
fallevased bg,l innoculations o prevent rivbies and
other diseases,™

“We also vacdnated dogs for rabes and pigs. for
hog cholera, both of which are problems of major
concem In these small villages,” said Shephard

Shephand salkd the Hondurans brought thelr
antmals to the village, frequently from quite a
distance. The owners fied their animals to a8 fence,
and for ease of reatment, the val team members
wionikd hobble animals which were harder to
cantrol

“We have to be constanitly on the lookout for
the cocasional runaway animal,”™ he said, “They'd
often charge-through the Ene toward ws. We'd all
hawve to scramble to get out of the way.”

Shephard sald he hopes the veterinary
assistance teams will continue 1o work with the
Honduran villagers.

“While the long-term effects of the vet visits are
yet o be realised,” Shephard said, “the smilkes on
the cumers' faces makes it all worthwhie.”
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Chaplain listens, supports
and counsels in Honduras

Honduras — In a place where refigion & often a
taboo sublect at dinner parties and social
gatherings, the sight of a pastor in a desolate
Honduran village still brings relief and comfort 1o
many.

That was the case recently when Chaplain
(Maj.) Willem G. Enlceley, West Vingnia Army
Mational Guard, provided moral suppon and
general counselng o LS. soldless worklng on a
rosd-bullding exercise here at the invitation of the
Henduran govermment.

Kniceley's primary misdon was 1o conduct
Sunday and evening services and Bible study. He
alko assisted the medical team by giving general
moral suppont In terms of hospital In-patient care,
much like a civilian pastor does

The chaplain alo provided counseling to help
soldiers deal with the often emotionalh-charged
reaction to seeing firghand the conditions of bare
subsistance-level living

“The other evening, while medics were meating
hundreds of people who were Ened up for medical
care, & soldler came owver and just son of collapsed
on me, He was so racked with pain,” Kniceley
garid.

"I found out that his family had migrated o
New York City from Jamaica, What happened
was that he was thinking There bul for the grace
of God go 1" He hapt sevineg that his folks had
made an oppodunity for him and he was very
thankful. There & a lot of emotion here,” Knicelay
addad.

In civilian-life, Knkeley & pastor of Qak Hil
Uniged Methodst Church in Oak HE, W. Va.
When his congregation of almost 500 members
learmed he would be going on a misshon to Central
America, they collected school supplies for him io
take 1o the children, as well as 53 boxes of
clothing,

“The Hondurans are thankdul for the help we
give. The people here are just great, They are
famiy-oriemed. They have the anitude, "This is
life; we'me coping with 8. We appreciate the exira
help immensely.' *

Chaplain (Maj.) William G. Hniceley, a Wesi
Virginla Army NMational Guardsman from ﬂd: Hill,
W. Va., counsels an Army Reservist m:‘mmdnt
Camp Pn-m:lrrl-lum. Haondharas,
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All-American wins with Black history essay

A brand new Alr Guardsman in hasic training at
Lackiand AFB, Texas, volunteered to write an
essay on Black history, AL1C Harold A. Gamen's
essay, one of 6 submifted, won, He wrote of the
furmaoll Black Amercans have faced since being
brought to this country as slaves; about the
“mancipation Proclamation, the Ku Klux Klan and

I"‘-—rl'ln‘.- confinued discrimination in buses and kinch

X

Astronaut Col. Guion 5. Bluford (1.) presented Black
history sward to A1C Harold A- Garren st Lackland

AFB, Texas.

atrman closed his essay by suggesting that i the
rest of the country would follow the examples set
by Black Americans, our country would continue
1o remain the great country I s oday.

The District of Columbia Guardsman was
recognized by the first Black astronaut, Alr Force

Caol. Guion 5. Bhdord, who has made two tips in

space, Bluford was al Lackland io give the
squadron a presentation on the space program
and to present Garren with an award certificate
during Black Hisotry Week in Februany,

Gamen, a Pennsybvania native, eamed a
mathematics degree from the University of Virginia
in Charlonsyile in 1986, While there, the nearly &
foot 3 Inch, 260 pounder played offensive center

All-American ALC
Harold Garren turm-
ed down Green Bay
Packer's offer o
play football. He
wanis to be a cor-
porale vice presi.
dent and pilot
80 ;

for LWVA's Cavaliers — and he played very well.
He was named All-American and played in tuwo
bowl games. So well, in fact, that the Green Bay
Packers chose him in the sixth draft round.
Hewever, Garren had already withdrawn his
name. He wanted to punue other goals

Son of a World War [l veteran, Gamen had
alwoys wanted to be a part of the Ar Force. After
college ha moved to the Washingion, D.C. anca
and became an associale programmer anakyst. He
also saw Alr Guerd recrufter, MS3gt, Lisa Kerwin,
and fellow church member. He aced his entrance
tests, qualying him for any avallable job, But
Garren wanted to know what the unit, the 113th
Tactical Fighter Wing at Andrews AFB. needed the
most. Tradifionally, there ks a shortage of weapons
loaders so that was what he chose.

Now at aircraft armament school at Loway AFB,
Cola., Gamen has maintained a 98 percent
average and was appointed a student leader. Aher
graduating in May the atrman will have one month
of on-the-job fraining in the 113th Consoliclated
Aircraft Malntenance Squadron af Andrews AFB,

Eventually, Gamen hopes to become a piot and
plans to join the sero club at Andrews to eam his
private pilot's license.

A resident of Upper Marboro, Md., Gamen s
active in his church's youth program and is an
assistant scoul master for Boy Scout Troop 282,
The alrman’s long range goals besides becoming a
pllot, are to earn a master's degree in technology
managernent amd work his way up o becoming a
corporale vice preshdent.

‘Vietnam veteran awarded DFC— 22 years later

55gt. Termmy Brown

A New York Ar National Guardsman, MSgr.
Richard Durant, o highly decorated Vietnam
veteran, recently added another medal 1o his
collection of combat awards.

Durant, a heavy equipment operator and
supervisor with the 10%h Civil Engineering
Squadron, received the Distinguished Flying Cross,
the nafion's eighth-highest award, during a recent
ceremony at the New York Alr Mational Guard
base in Scolla, near Schenectady. Ly Col,
Kenneth Crandall, 109 CES Commander,
presented the sward,

The medal was eamed for Duran's performance
as an Army helicopter dasor qunner for the 52nd
Alrdift Battalion in South Vietnam during 1966, He
was rated “oulstanding” for more than 125
helicopler combal assaults and move than 50
medical evacuations for the 1015t Alrbome

vision, 25th Infantry Division, Sth Speclal Forces

“Sroup and the First Marine Division,

Why the 22-year wait

He was surprised when he recelved a letter from
Army Headquaners earlier this year, saying he
waould sson recelve the medal. “Someone checked

my reconds and discovered | was ontitled 1o the
Distinguished Fiying Cross, bt the avward was
mver presented to me,” sald Durant,

As a civilian, Durant works as a millwright rgger
for the Central Electric Company. As a radiional,
par-time Guardsman, bhe supervises six heavy
equipment operators, Including bulldozers, graders
and backhoes. :

“We do all the same things the Army combat
engineers do,” the sergeant says. We are the
combat soldiers of the 109th Tactical At Group
and the 109th Civil Englneering Squadron.” He
added that these are 19 cther Vietnam combai
veterans in his uni,

Served on land, sea and alr

Durant abe served In the Army Reserve for a
few years before going active Army from 1964 to
1967; he abo served briefly in the Naval Reserve.
He then enbsted in the Alr Guard. ] quess you
can say | am one Guardsman who can boast that
I've served my country on land, the sea and in
the air.”

Active In chil affairs, he Is a member of the Tri-
county Vienam Era Vieterans, American Legion
and the YVelerans of Foreion Wars, He & also a
communicant and Eucharistic minister at St
Joseph's Church in Scotia.
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Training in Korea cold, realistic

Hawad Army Guard soldiers deployed to Korea
in April to participate in Team Spirit 88, the 13th
annual fiekd training exercise nvolving Republic of
Korea and LLS. forces.

Because of their proficiency, 150 Hawailans
from various slands and units of the 1st Batalion,
L\_{-Hh Infantry, 29th Infantry Brigade (Separate],

camed Alpha Company io perform thelr haeo
weeks of annual training in Korea. The purpese of
the exercise ks to improve defensive readiness of
ROK and U.S. forces through combined joint
operations including recehing, staging, ermploying
and redeploying out-af-country forces.

Particular emphasis was on improving ROK-U.S.
farce interoperability and teamwark, 1o
demonstrate the determination of the two couniries
to preserve freedom In the Republic of Korea. The
exercise focused on Increasing the readiness of
ROK and U.S. Army, Navy, Marine and Alr
Eorces in combined, joint operations, with 200,000
ROK and U.S. military personnel participating

Serious Training

Training was serious, demanding and realistic.
Inevitably, the Hawail Guard soldiers encountered
hardships and problems. Cold weather, water
shortages, fatigue, cold food and lack of food were
some of the problems they faced.

Strupgling up one side of a hil, down the other,
crossing rivers, crawling through brush, marching
along dint roads “eating™ the dust of the soldier or

shicle ahead of the Alpha troopser, jurmpling oo
‘o licopters, scrambling off of helicopters, day alter
day, packs on their backs, weapons cradled in
their arms, the men of Alpha performed their mis-
sions. Afer a while the days blended, one into the
aither, untl it was difficult to remember which day
It was.

Controling the opposing forces’ aggressiveness
ako challenged the leaders. Rules of engagement
provided that the opposing forces malintain a safety
distance fram one another to prevent physical con-
tact. However, in the words of Alpha Company
Commander Capt. Levon Wong, =, . . the attack-
ing Koreans keep on coming. even though we
Rilled” themn.™

Then the Koreans leamed that Alpha's soldiers
were from Howaii and a “cultural interchange”
followed.

“pdter the baitle we shake hands, rade MREs
{Meals Ready to Eat] — they get tired of their
food lke we get tired of ours, so we frade our
MREs for theirs. They don't give up rice, but they
give up ther kim chee {ferrnented cabbage). We
take pictures and made (shoulder) patches,” ex-
plained SP4 Joseph H. Kahee from Malokai

“Hame™ for the Hawatians was on thetr backs. li
consisted of a deeplng bag, raflons, water, @xira
clothing, ammunision, MOPP suits [rubber suits
which protect the soldier from chemical and
biological weapons) and anything else they could
squeeze inio, tie on, or somehow attach to, thelr
rucksacks. This was in addiion to radios, missiles
and other gear they were requized to camy —
60-70 pounds of gear. Some, however, like
Waong, did without seeping bags in order to cary
more equipment. During the oold Korean nights
they almost froze.

“| dan't use my sheeping bag; | like 1o use my
MOPP sult [the sult does not "breath.’ it retains the
wearer's body heat), It keeps me warm until 0300
hours (3 a.m.), after that | freeze!” hall-joked Sat
Roland Tacsiat of Kawal,

“This is my first time {in Koreal. It's cold, but s
nice. We can trade one MRE for 10 mandoo
[Korean dumplings),” said ancther Guardsman,
Put 2 John F. Mauga of Kalihi, Hawad, “Amtime

= [
- i
|

situations on batile maps is
taught by SFC MNorman 5. Jimeno 1o Put, 2
Donovan M. Tuisano.

How to plot tactical

call us back. If's better than Pokakulon
{Hawall training area).

Ajima — Guardian Angel

Amid the roaring tanks, rushing jeeps, marching
soldiers, strealing jets and attacking helcoplers was
Afima. “Ajima” roughly translates into “senlor
lady.” Ajima was Kim Chun Ja. a Korean woman
whe eombined the kindness of a grandmother, the
guis of Rambo and the business acumen of Lee
laceoca. Ajima was Alpha Company's shopping
center, providing troopers with salmin, a portable
stove, of whatever was needed, Her inventory in-
cluded candy, soda, lm chee, mandeoo and cof-
fee. And wherever Alpha was, there was Ajima.
Afer a week a special bond formed betwesn
Agma and the Hawall Guardsmen. Alhough a
shrewd business woman, many Guard members
recetved free colfee, ramen, and In one case, the
“Guardian Angel” even gave a freedng Hawadi
soldier & colorful Korean blanket.

Although demanding, the froops realized that
the Team Spirtt field training realism is greater than
anything else they had experienced. “It's (Korea)
an expenence. Il stay {in the Guardl untl my
body falls apart, My wife doesn’t ke me being
away, but she realizes the pay i good.” said sPd
Jerry Sequrita of Molokai. A five-year-veteran of
the Guard, Segurita added, “Aloha, we miss you
— we miss the warm weather.”

Establishing a defenshe are (L
Mario Valmoja, SP4 Edmund Pasucal and 55gt.
Terry Onishi.
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Runners qualify in Lincoln for All-Guard team

$5gt. Honald Bradrick
111ih P.A.IYN., Nebraskha ARNG

5P4 Rudy Robinson, 31, of Washington, DLC.,
won the Sth Mational Guard Marathon Trials with
a record performance of 2 hours, 28 minules and
M secomds (2:28:44), and the best sver finish af

. Jeond overall in the Lincoln, Neb., Marathon.

Robinson, a combat medic with the 115¢th
Mobile Army Surgical Heospltal (MASH), District of
Coburmbda Army MNational Guard, was faster than
400 Guard runners and ouidistanced all b one of
thie 1,537 marathon runners. His iime & the top
Guard pedormance: to date, beating Rick Clear of
Warrensberg, Mo,, who ran 8 in 2:31:33 in 1985

Mational Guard members accounted for seven
out of the top 12 finishers in the warm and windy
Lincoln Marathen. SP4 Michael Zeigle, &
Wisconsin Army Guardsman from Sterlng, 111,
teok thind place overall and was second of the
Guard rmunners with a time of 2:31:19. And SP4
Reinaldo Zavas, of Coama, Pueeric RHico, finished
fourth [third Guardsman) overall with a tme of
2:31:52,

In the Weomen's Divdsdan, & tme of 3:09-13 put

5P4 Sandra Jensen, 38, an Arirona Army Guard
woman from Phoenkx, 12 minutes ahead of
second place finisher, 15t Li Margaret Wilking of
Pawtucket, BRI, who ended at 3:32:38.

Last vear's winner, Sgt. Diske Kulp of Hamisburg,
Pa., crossed the Ene next in 3:33:07, jusi a
second ahead of the 1986 winner, Capl. Shidey
Schmitt Alvare af Honolulu, Hawall

The Puerts Rico trio of Zavas, Sgt. Victor
Cuevas and Sgt. Saul Serrano blew out the team
competition as the three finshed among the fop
15 runners. The Wisconsin and Indians feams
linished second and third respectively.

The winner in this year's Master’s Division was
Capt. Gary Seney of Boise, Idaho, Hs time of
2:47.22 placed him ahead af the second place
finisher. Maj. Douglas Woodsmall of Yorba Linda,
Calf,, who ran the 26,2 mile course In 2:48:15.
Shirley Alvare was the Women's Masters winner.

The top 25 male finlshers, iop 15 masters and
top 10 female finkshers qualified for the All-Guard
Marathon Team. That team will represent the
MNational Guard at the Marine Comps Marathon in
Movemnber, the Navy Marathon in December and
the Army's Infantry Marathon in March.

MacArthur Award Winners

Four company grade Army-Guard officers were

segsenited the General Douglas MacArthur
b eadership award in ceremonies a1 the Pentagon
in May,

The 1987 award recipients included 1st Lt,
Kimberly D. Devilbiss; Oregon; Capt. Joel
D. Cusker, Montana: Capt. Leonard H.
Carsley, Pennsylvania; and Capt. Steven A.
Sloan, MNorth Carolina

The sward is presenied to a Bewtenant ar
captain who demonstrates the Ideals of “duiy,

honor and country™ for which MacArthur steod.

Its purpose Is to promaote, sustain and recognize
effective junior officer leadership in the Army.
Company-grade officers of the Army Natonal
Guard are eligible for the award and each state
may naminale one Brulenant or caplain for

consideration.

Delaware Guard Magazine Award

The “Delaware Matonal Guard” magazine, or
“DNG", won first place in the authorized
magazine category of the Fist Army Public Affairs
Award program held recently in Columbia, Md,
Magazines. newspapers, radio broadcasts, photo
essays, speeches, community relafions poojects and
video programs comprised the other categories for

L‘_F__.dg:lng.
529 million Contract

Awronaubcal Syserns Division awarded a $29
million contract in March to Fairchild Abrerad
Corporation of San Antonio, Texas, for six
National Guard operations support turboprop
aircraft for the MNational Guard Bureau,
Washington, D.C.

The ASD Source Selection Evaluation
commities completed the evaluation in a record

time of 114 days from the day the Request for
Proposals was issued.

Pilots from the 4959th Test Wing, Wright-
Patterson AFBE, Ohlo, and from the Alr Nabonal
GCuerd, participated in an operational fiying
demonstration and evalyation as part of the source
selection process

All six aircraft are scheduled 1o be delivered
within 15 monihs beginning with the first in March
1989 and with delivery of the remainder by June
1989, The coniract provided for an option to
purchase an addiional seven alrcraft at a cost of
£23 millon.

Direct deposit speeds Alr Guard checks
Mest A Guard members would Bie 1o have
thelr Guard pay 85 soon after a training period as
possible. The way fo do it is through Direct

Deposit.

The Alr Force Accounting and Finance Center
in Denver has encouraged Ax Reserve Force (Al
Ciuard and Beserve) members to use Dinect
Depos for the past several years and there has
been a sight increase in Direct Deposit. Howsever,
there are stll & large number of chechks —
118,000 — being malled from the Center each
month. Postal cost-cutting messures may couse a
defay in receiving these chechs in the fulure,

Just as the military, the Post Office & faced with
& reduced budget and is reducing stamping mail,
This may cause yvou o rceive wour check later
than in the past,

Think aboul the advantages of Direct Deposti. [

provides the quickest and most efficent method for |8

recetving your pay. And, in the evend of
mobilization, it could be personally vital to you.
Visit vour payroll office today for addional
information and the form needed to get started in

Dizect Deposit.
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Lawrenz returns from (Saudi) Arabia

dJoyce 5. Duenow

Everyone dreams about faraway places and
hopes to someday experience another culure.

For Alaska Air Mational Guard Chaplain {(Maj.}
Dhick Lawrenz, that dream became reality when he
spent December through February in the Kingdom
=f Saudi Arabia,

. As the installation chaplain Lawrenz provided
counseling services to military personnel statloned
at five Saudi localions. And ke so many foreign
countries, the names roll off the tongue like
honey. Mames such as Rivadhi, King Abdul Asiz
at Dhahran, Rasim and Omar,

Saudi Arabia & & country s d¥ferent frorm the
Unbted States as ansr. “The Saudis ane warm,
likable people,” says Lawrenz. “Very honest, very
trusting,” Chwniers of scoks [stores) allow shoppers
to take an Hern home, such as a carpet or watch,
for & trial periad. [ the customer ks satished, the
shopper pays later, or returns the Bem

They are trusting with good reason. The
punishment for thedt, as well as aduling, s camied
oul on thelr holy day, called “Sawdi Sunday,”
each Friday, There, on holy day In “chop-chop
square,” thieves and adulers face immediate
punshment — bkoss of 8 hand or a head. Lawrenz
heard of five beheadings during his two-month
stay.

For Sauds, [slam s more than & relgion, 15 a
way of e, encompassing the judicial system. There
Is no separation between church and state. The
Arabic word for Isdlam means peasce, submission
and obedience. A Moslem i one who has

ety sumendered as o follower of Muhammed,

“E8ld Lawrenz

The kves of Saudi women particularly défer
greatly from thelr Amercan counterpans, Mamiages
are arranged, There i no dating in Saud] Arabia.
Unmaried men and women must not travel
together. Women must wear black, head-to-toe
cloaks, called abayas, and cover their faces with
black veils, They must carmy thelr mamiage license
wheneves Ihl:g,,l go ot in puH.lr.

Former POW

millitary service through his enlistment in the Colorado Army National Guard.
Within days of his enlstment he kamed he b authorzed the new Prisoner of

War medal, just recently authorzed by Congress,

S5gi. Michael P, Fischer took his oath of affice from Colorado’s Adnstant
General, Maj. Gen. John L. France, in a céremony at the state headquarters
in Denver. The sergeant has been assigned to Headquarters, State Area
Command in Denver, as a traffic management supervisor.

Men ks each other, hug each other and hold
hands in public. They may have up to four wives.
They can divorce any wife by saving three times,
in public, “ divorce thee.™ There are no cinemas
of publc amusements in Soudl Arabla, says
Lenwrens

The chaplain first studied the lsdamic faith before
golng to Saud| Arabia and hoped 1o kam mone
from the Moslems themselves.

“Moslerns come down wvery hard on
Christianity,” sayd Lawrenz. "They don't belleve
our faith should allow alccholism and adultny,”
both of which are forbidden there, “The Moslems
thirik that because we have aleohaliem and
adultery in our courntry, o5 e fsal of oor
relighon. They don’t understand that B s our
freedom as people, not our faith, that allews these
things,” he sakd.

Lavrenz found himsel becoming mone patrictic
a3 he examined the other cublure. "It was a real

eye-opener,” he said, “The Saudis have much 1o
be proud of — so many beautiful sights. (Bat) it's
& vary restricled culiure In that they don't allow
touriss.” Mecca, the slamic holy city, i forbidden
to all non-lslamies,

L1.5. military personnel stationed in the country
serve s advisors af the Ssudis request. Eight years
aq0, when the war between brag and Iran broke
out, the Saudis wanied to prevent the war from
spreading fo thelr country,

If Saudi Arabla were io side with either country
during the confict, # would probably be Iraq, says
Lawrene. [ran's Avatollah Bhomeine l& considered
an unholy competitor of the Saudi keadar

Chaplaing from throughaat the 1.5, valundeer
for this temporany duby, Lavwrens left Ancharage in
mid-December, masing Chistmas with his ewn
farmnlly. "It was hard 10 be sway from Sharon and
myy childeen,” sas Lowrene, “but we baoth leamed
from the experience.”

The trip was very ego-satisfying for Lawsenz, 1
was doing something Pve never done before, | was
thrown to the wohms and [ had to see i | could
gink or swirm.”

“Chief of Belief™

Since Blam Is the ooy authorized rebgion of
Saudi Arabla, Lawrenz was the only Christian
military chaplain in the kingdom. When he was
not afiowed o wear his military chaplain's cross,
he resorted to a phrase on his name tag, “Chief of
Beliel,” to b American troops know his military
position.

The schedule for “Chief of Belief™ included six
worship services (on Friday and Sunday), four
Bible study groups, counseling sesslons and
“cookie runs,” visiting troops. The chaplain eamed
prae from the base commander who (el that
Lawrenz had put together a fine program that met
the needs of the military personnel, Lawmenz
ministeved fo pesonnel 8t fve Alr Force and Army
stafions during his two-month stay,

\  Flscher first served in the military as an aly cargo specialist in the LS. Air

k']fnrce in 1967, Before his tour of duty ended in December 1970, ha had
aftained the rank of technical sergeant, had become the alr cargo supervisor,
served a tour in Vietnam where he was captured and held prisoner for just
over three months before being liberated by Australian forces, and had truby
eamed the awards and decorations bestowed on him by his peers.

Those swards include the Silver Star, Distinguished Service medal, Air
Medal, Bronze Star and Purple Heard, in addition to his new POW Medal,

Fischer Bves in Auross, Colo., with his wife, Gina, and twa daughters.

EX-POW — Michael P. Fischer takes his oath of enlistment Into the
Colorado Army National Guard as hs wile, Gina, looks on. Fischer, a former
Vietnam prisoner of war, recetved his oath from State Adjutant General, Maj,
Gen, hl&ﬂﬂl-“l:'sﬂ}mm following a 17-year break in service. (Photo by Barbara

*Please post to unit bulletin board or other conspicuous place; local reproduction encouraged.



