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NGB Chief "gets down" with troops

by Masier Sgl. Frank Jordan
Maine Army National Guard

CAMP FREEDOM, Kuwait -
Lt. Gen, Conawwy walks into s group of
National Guardsmen. Upon seeing the
three stars, the soldiers bolt 1o anention.

I can hesr the soft whispers,
"who's thatT" Someoonc answers back,
"It's the brass.” Cigarctics are quickly
butted into the sand,

"At ease ™ Gen, Conawayreplics,
as he reads their name tags. He thanks
them personally, by name, for the great
job they have donc 85 members of the
Mational Guard. Soldiers wwrm up tohim
instanaly as they tell him with pride what
fisie they are from, ranging from Rhode
Istand 1o Texas.

For the last two days | have been

As [ talked with him,
there was no question
that he had the ability to
make tough decisions
for the coming years.

with the Chiel of the National Guard
Bureau and & few members ol his saff on
& whirlwind tour of Army and Air
Nutional Guard units throughout Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait,

Az joined thetcam o follow the
general around looking for slorkes and
pictures, 1 felt apprehensive, not quite
sure what | was going to do,

The next thing [ knew, he was
walking wowerd me. [ saw three tarson
his collar and his name, Conaway. Belore
Teoyld react with a salute, he was shaking
hands withme. His hand shake was firm
and he looked directly into my cyesas we
chaited briefly about my tour over here,

He is one of those people you

meet every once in & while and you feel
you have known them for years. His
personality and the way he really listens
1o what wou have to say are satislying.

As [ talked with him, there was
no question that he had the shility 1o
make tough decisions for the coming
years ahead,

Being a former Tactical NCD
back st the Maine Military Academy, [
mutomatically checked his boots and his
wniform, like & video camera, looking for

It*s & habit that was drilled into
me repeatedly.

My eyes saw clean boots, pressed
Degert BDUs, & neat haircut, showlders
squared, snd trim fgure. His military
bearing was excellent; mentally my mind
elicked "A-G0." In a couple of mimutes,
the discussion hisd ended. We all saluted
as he walked away. "Damn,” [ thought
1o mysell. "What s soldier]™

A ghort time later, we wvisited
Army Naticnal Guard soldiers st the Port
of Dammam, Saudi Arabis. The port is
on the Persian Culf and one of two ports
wheremilitary equipmentisbeing washed
io the Staies. Members of the 1245th
Transportation Company from Oklahoms
and the 14618 of Jackson, Mich. were
surprised by the general's wisit

A sand suorm began w blow dust
and sand everywhere, Dust was in our
eyed, ear and meouthe. 1t was all over our
uniforma. Sandstorms were bocoming &
daily event

Soldiers had gathered all sround
him in a circle, shaking his hands as be
explained the cffort that was being made
o get them home as soon as possible.

Guard soldiers were finally
hearing positive news about their
redeployment home.
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Gen. Conawa

Omne sol dier said, "This sure beats
the rumors.” After visiting a few more
Army Mational Guard wnits from
Alsbams, Florids and Tennessee, we
boarded & C-21 and flew to al Kharj Air
Base,

There, Consway met with
membere of Alr National Guard wnits
from South Carolina, New York,
Delawss, snd Missouri.

The genernl met old friends and
made many new ones.  While there, he
talked o over 300 Alr Mational
Gumrdsmen.

“Belng a father and
having a son in combat
was not a easy thing to
live with."

On the Might back o Dhahran, [
noticed the general intently waiching the
pilot and co=pilot from his position. *You
miss Mying, gencral?™ | asked. “Do [7°
he said. *You be!™

Wetalked in great lengths about
his carcer as a fighter pilot and all of the
different aircraft he has flown

Eventually, | asked him whai his
thou ghts snd feelings were about the day
the war kicked off. He paused a minute
composing his thoughts.

Softly he said, "l expected higher
casualtics, snd was deeply concerned for
the well-being of the soldiers and nirmen
of the National Guard and, of course, for
their families.

Minutes before thegroundwar
staried, he went Lo an importand military
bricfing. Just before the bricfing, he was
informed that a ULS. Navy (ighier plane
from the USS Saratoga was down the
pilot was killed in action. He felt achill.

Hiz son, Lt Commander David
Conaway, wis & LS. Mavy Fighter pilot
stationed on the LSS Saratoga,

Thoughts and fears were macing
throughhismind. "It can’t be David,"” he
thought. Yet, the fear was still there,

Being a father and having a son

ht) vhltswllhlrm lnsaudlﬁnh{l. (Photo b
Master Sgt. F'I‘mlﬁ Jordan.) i 4

in combal was nol an cagy thing o live
with, He went into that bricling decply
worried,

It was ai that point he reflecied
on the parents who had sons end deughters

“Upon returning homae,
most people dian't even
know we wera &:nnnanﬂ.r
our familles. had no
homecomings,no
parades.”

inthe Gulf. He thought shout the wives
and husband swho were st homewomying
sbout the Fates of their loved ones.

He could relaic to them in & very
personal way. The war had come home
to his femily too.

Afer the briefing, Conaway
kncw he would be swamped with calls
from his family, “The family is large and
very close,” he said, Heknew he wouldn't
have the time to talk with them, as he
would be tied up in briefings all day and
into the night.

Duvid Conaway"s brother, Bolyn
called. “Dad, what's going onT Is David
all right™ he asked with & worricd voice.
Conaway later breathed a sigh of relief
when the Navy confimmed that the dowmed
pilot was nod his son. David was flying
& combat mission. He was okay,

"*We Just back into
the maln-stream of life
unnoliced.”

Conaway smiled when he told
me bow relieved he was st that good
AEWwE.

He didn't have the time 1o talk
with the rest of his immediate family,
with 80 much going on, but i least they
knew Diavid was okay, A few weeksago
David Conaway returned home Lo his
family.

Conxwny proudly described how
Davis talked enthusiastically about the

role of the Air National Guard tankers
see CONAWAY - page 12
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Tots befriend Guardsman as result of war

Photos and story by
Master Sgt. Frank Jordan
Maine Army National Guard

KUWAIT CITY, Kuwali—
Residients here experienced the horrors
of the Gull Wer like no other civilians.
Today, their city is filled with the remalng
of dissbled and sbandoned Iraqi tanks,
trucks and other wehicles, and the air i
filled with blsck smoke spewing from oil
well fires around the city. Bunkers, once
occupied by Saddam s “elite™ Republican
Ciaand, reow sland cm pty on street comere.

Siaff Sgt. William E. Haworth, |
of the Indiana Army National Guard,
remem bers, all oo well, the day he arrived
here as part of the liberation force. His
unit, the 1438th Transportation Com pany, -
hauled wanks, supplics and replacements
o the 3rd Armored Division snd other
liberation.

Iragi soldiers had fled from their
bumning military equipment, leaving
behind thetr dead snd wounded. Before
the soldiers left Kuwait City, they had
loaded siodon wehicles with oot taken
from the Kuwaitiz. Most of those fleeing
were rapped and destroyed by ULS.
planes on the highway o Bagra. 1.5,
pilots called it a “torkey shoot,” while
journalists called it the “highway of
desth,” Haworth had never scen such
death and destruction.

Inthe midst of all the destruction
and conffugion, Haworth remembers the
sobdicrs, passing ot miniature Amenican
fMlags. The children were hugging the
soldiers and eaying, “thank youl thank
you!™

Back in Terre Haute, Ind.
Haworth boved o plry Sands Clsus during
Christmas. This year, he had received
two large boxes of candy from home and
had saved them guessing that some day
he would have the opportunity 1o use the
candy to brighten the day for children.
When orders came down for the Kuwait
City mission, Haworth crammied the two

baxes of candy and his Santa hat into the
cab of his vuck.

Thechildren in Kuwait City were
delighted. His boddies nick named him
"Santa.” Since that initial trip, Haworth
has returned 1o Kuwait City shout eight
times with candy. “Sergeant Santa” is
well lnoam by everyone in Kuwait.

The futher of two litle girls,
(Holly, 7, and Christina 10), Haworth
ey, "1 love kids, and when they bug me
and [ see the mmile in their eyes, it jus
makes me feel good. I'm proud 1o be an
American ard wesr this unifomm, (o be
able 10 serve here, and to help these
people. Children are children, no matter
whore you arc."

The 1438th has had jis share of
problems, sand storms, and heal The
company was activaied Dec. 10, and
wrived in theater Dec. 31. They have
walched other undts rotate 1o Saudi Arabis

and return home again.

Being one of those individuals
who believes in turning negative
situations into positive, Haworth takes it
all in stride gaying, “] have a job to do.
When it's time to go home, then | go
home. | don't know what goes on in
higher headgquarters, but | just do the
very best job [ can.™ He felt so prood of
the American forces and President Buih
that he wrote the President a letter.

President Bush replicd back, so
Haworth wrole again, and he received a
second letier from the President.

Ome day, Haworth received a
letter sddressed o= Any Soldicr.™ It was
from asoven-year-old boy. In i, the boy
nsked why we have s war; iTHaworth had
killed snyonc; and if he had lost an arm
or leg. Haworth was amazed and curious
sbout the little boy's letter, so replied
sliempling to answerthe lough questioni.

"Sergeant Santa's" two friends: Joey (left) and a young Kuwaiti

boy (right).

New York tanks train in quarry

by Capt. Paul Fanning
New York Army National Guard

ALBANY, N.Y.— Soldicrs of
the 15t Battalion, 2 10th Armor, New York
Army National Guard conducted tank
gunnery training May 3-3 sl their newest
training site--a cement plant.

The Atlanitle/Blue Circle Cement
" Company, loeated 15 miles south of Al-
basry was the site for weekend training by
more than 75 Guardemen.

Tank Table 1V, & dry-fire exer-
eise, was sel up at the plant’s rock quarry.
M60AT tanks drove along the winding
service road, usually raveled by large
earth-moving trucks, 1o "engage” sta-

tionary and moving targets.

Electronic targets obiained from
FL Dirum®s Training Aids Support Cen-
ter (TASC) were st up and operated by
batalion wainers,

The moving tank range gave
crews from Companies B, C, and D prac-
tice in spotting, tacking and engaging
targets, in both day end night training
More than 20 crews qualified.

*Thiz gives tankers hands-on
practice with the MG0A3's stabilization
system,” stated Sgi lst Class Dennis
Hoynes. "We fire for record scores in
August st AT (Annual Training),” of-
fered Sgr Ist Class Kent Mason, “Crews
need practice 1o be ready,”

“Coming here helps us & fot,”
said Capt. Freeman Holmes. "You can't
be proficient in armor without & place 1o
train."

*This is the first time we've tried
this,” Capt. Robert Nagle points oul.
"Credit gocs 1o one of our plateon leaders
who contscied Atantic/Bluee Circle. Our
thanks 1o them for working with us. All
arrangements and legalities were cleared
in advance through the state.”

The tankers bivoascked Priday
and Saturday nights. Field mainienance
and feeding were accomplished by bat-
talion support personnel. Remaining
crews will eomplels the raining i June.

Haworth told the boy sbout
children in Kuwait and his candy slory,
He explained the war in torms of Ninjs
Turthes; that iz, the world has some had
guys who hurt the good guys. “As the
Ninja Turtles say, Joey, cowabungs i
them dudes.”™

Haworth was especially curious
shout Jocy's concern with the loss of a
leg. A few weeks later, he received n
letter from Jooy's mother. This is what
she wrote: “Hey William, Bill, Santa? It
was 50 grest geiting the better, paich and
very good looking picturell Jocy was
very exciled to get the patchil Here is a
picture of us. 1 thought you might wani
o e the little man who you wrols to.”

*You seem like a really neat
person with a really big heart,” the
wrotc. " Playing Santa [or all thoss
children takes a real
person. Do you have kids of your own?
If you do, I'll bet you're & wonderful
dadl”

"I"m 5o glad that after going to
the front line repeated by you stayed safelll
Afer reading your letier and sesing your
picture, 1 just want 1o give you ane big
hug!l Joey is into the Ninja Turtles. He
relates you o the turiles a3 & good guy
fighting the bad guys—same as his O.L
Joes. Maybe he understood the war a
ligthe better than [ thought. When [ told
Joey the war is over, he jumped up and
down and clapped his hands.”

“Jocy"'s grandpa, who is my dad,
came back from Victnam with both his
wms, one leg, and hall hit inlestines
blown out. He is still alive and doing
greal today, but from day one of Jocy's
life we have been trying to explain that
grandpa has no arms and only one leg
because of & missile from & war.”

“The only positive for us from
this crary Hussein war is that maybe it's
helped Joey understand why grandpa is
the wayhe is. Bul we are sodam glad the
war is over, sl Jeast the nasty stull. We
betyou are Loo. We have seen what wars
can produce and we were very wormied
for you, When | show oll your picture, [
tell people “this is our soldier.” Joey
says, “Yea, our soldier.” Silly, ha?"

“Well, [ will close for now, [
hope you still stay safe. Jooy and ] care
sbout you. We hope to hear from you
aguin. Muy God Bless you and keep you
in his care always. Love always, Pam
and Joey, *

Haworth wrote o Jooy after
receiving this letter from his mom. In
that final lester, he told Joey 10 be proud
of his grandfather, He wrole, "You see,
Joey, when | was your age, your
grandfather was my good Ninja Turile.
He fought 1o protect and help me and all
the ather good people.”

It scems strange to this reporter
that Haworih's story sbout his Southwest
Agia experiences has healed the wounds
and answered a litthe boy's guestions
sbout Vietnam.
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soen places and done things that most people

than they did st home. “He"s boen great,™

Young South Dakotans drive miles of

EHOBAR, Saudi Arabls—As
I walked into & briefing of the T40th
Transporiation Company, 1 found six
soldiers ranging in age from 19 to 26

All six were from rursl farming
communities of South Dakota [ was re-
minded of times | sat withmy daughters
and their fricnds in our basement family
room. My deughters’ friends were all ithe
and dates—those things important to 19
yeur olds.

These young soldiers of the
T40th were not talking sbout college or
dates. Instesd, they were talking sbout
SCUD sitacks, their protective chemical
clothing, fear of the unknown, and
desth—discussions familinr o soldiers.

On Jan. 16th, the T40th had de-
paried Khobar Towers for Logistical Base
Echo, a desolste place approximately 50
miles from the Iragi border. Their mis-
gion was to deliver emmunition snd sup-
plies to 18th Airbome Corps, 1018t Air-
borne Division, ind other combat units,

When the war kicked off, thess
soldicrs would be hauling smmunition
and supplics right up to the front

The T4lsh, s track company,
operaics huge trocks the Army calls
"215s." In civilian lenguage, 9155 mre
best described as over-the-rosd tractor
trailers.

These young MNational Guand
soldiers drove in excess of ane million
miles without an sccident. They drove

on loose sand and mud cassed by heavy
rains. They drove in cold winds and gand
siorms where visibility was no more than
two feel. In some ways, sand storms re-
sembled blizrands so ofien experienced in
Easiern South Dakota. The heat wis an-
other factor. Temperatures in the cabs

frequently hovered well over 100 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Some of the roads were nothing
maore than trails in thedry and harsh desert
The 915s left tire tracks that were in stark
contrast 1o the st sandy cover.

Partof the travels were over Dodge
Road, aname familisr 1o those who served
inn Saudi Arabia. Attimes, Dodge Road was
clogged with tanks and other military
equipment, including some vehicles being
driven by contrected Third-World drivers
who had wery listle driving experience. As
aresult, Dodge Road claimed many Ameri-
can lives.

The South Dakotans seldom trav-
There wors o buildings or recs 10 use as
landmarks. Instead, drivers relicd on sand
duncs. They might look for throe sand
duznes, take a right, ravel two miles, and
there, find & small sign painted with an
nrroew, supporicd by throe or four sandbagi.
Of course, all these travel alds would
change in sand storma.

Thistype of driving wasa challenge
seven days s week, Spe. Shelly Har, 19, of
Aberdeen, 5.D., is ore of the drivers. She
has sparkling eves and & warm smile, Asshe
Joined the conversation, | thought o myself
that she doesn't look old encughobe outof
high school. When she Lalked, | found her
to be mature far beyond her age. She has

will never experience in s lifetime.

Shelly docsn"t sy much sbout the
war and her part in it though she had o
fignificant role.  She spoke about her mom,
and the day she got the phone call telling her
that she had been activated for duty in Saodi
Arshia. She worried how her mother would
react, o shetook her mom (o lanch to bresk
ithe news. “5She ook it well and gave me the
best mdvice | ever had,” recalls Shelly.
"Shelly, you are going o grow up fasL
Sometimes titualions she going o be negs-
tive. Be positive. Look for the positive and
make the best out of mmy situstion you may
encounier and you will be okny " bermother
gaid. Shelly has waken her mother’s advise
and it shows today.

Pfc. Paula Croyman, 19, of Wilmol,
3D, and her brother, Stall Sgt. David
Croyman, 25, from Kellogg, Minn., are
bothintheunit. Their (ather, now deceased,
wag the former (rsl sergeant of the T40th
Transporiation Compary. He spent 26 years
in the South Dakota Army National Guard.

Their brother, Lt Tom Croyman,
also in the Guard, but in non-federalized
undl, felt that he should have bean called 1o
Saudi Arabis rather than his baby sisier and
brother.

Two older sisiers, Theresa and
Kathy, also served in the Guard.

According 1o Pauls, their mother
really had o hard time of first, and was very
worried, asking, “bat why domy two babies
have to goT™

AL this point, David interrupled
witha face red from embarmmssment, " Paula,
doyouhave losay babies™ Everyone inthe
briefing room broke up with [laughter.
Someone poked fun, “It's ckay Sarge, we
won't call you baby.” Psuls said that her
mother felt a linle better knowing David
was going with her,

Pauls and David both admit they
gt along better with each other in Saudi

says Paule. “Hels someone [can gotoand
compluin, and he will listen, and then 1 leel
betier.™ Mot 1o bet her brother off the hook:
for oncminute, though, the quickly added,
“Ididn"t get lostinthe desert like someone
1 lenorw.™

Agzin, David blushed as he ex-+
it wasn"t his faull. Pauls grined and
*Gotcha. ™

SgL James Backman, 26, of
Mitchell, 5.D., & design srchitect in civil-
imn life, isthe old man of this group. He's
§ serious young man who said, "1 have
sperd many hours behind the stearing wheel
of my truck thinking hard about the things
I have taken for granted, ['ve donea kot of
sell-cvaluation and thinking about my
friends."

SgL Bryan Breitling, 22, of Ab-
crdecn, was concemcd about his parenis
during the SCUD sttacks. He told them
that the whole SCUD scene was miles
wway from him, while, in fact, it 'ﬂ.lril,h‘.
in front of him. “] just wantad 1o
my parcnis from wormying,” he said. ©
sidies, our phonc calls were monitored,
there wasn't much 1 could smy.

Spc. Renee Hammer, 20, of
Northville, 5.1, is another truck driver.
With an infectious leugh, she's as cule as
& buiton and full of life. There is no dould
this young woman has matmured too.,

"1 mever thought & year
wouild be here doing what [ have
tnid Renee, a twin. She also haitwo alder
sisters in addition 1o her parenis.  When
her mam first learmed of Renes's call 1o
ective duty, she responded with fear and
worry, a8 any mother would, "Renee, |
knew | shouldn’t have let you sign up!
Wow look what you have done.™ il

Renccd’ (uiber said, = wighii
mo going instead of you. It's hard [or &
father o let his daughter go off inio & war

Pfe. PIHl-ICN}'I‘IIIII mdhu-hmlhu- Emﬂ..'-’rgt.mﬂd{:mym:n of the

740th Transportation Company.
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harsh desert trails

7008,
With tears in her eyer, Renee
suid that she could not say enough sbout
the loving support of her fmmily.
Sgt It class Warren Ams of
Milbank, 5.1, is one of & kind. You may
have heard the old Army expression *T'm

your mommy &nd daddy®. It fis Aas

perfectly.

He b & sincere man with deep
feeling and concern, like a father. Every
sobdier i special tohim. Aastold about kiz
thou ghts the night before the war starbed,

He recalled, "The aimoephere

Spe. Shelly Hart

ke 4
Spec. Renee Hammer

was intense and not & sound was made
the Mational Guard soldiers listened 1o
thelr mission assigrments. “1 locked
mround the tent st the Maces of Paula, her
brother, David, Shelly, Renee, James and
Byron and others in the company. They
looked so young. | wondered how many
might be alive or wounded by tomorrow., |
wondered if gas would be used agains
them.

Ams continued, "As | studied their
faces, Icould see that they weren't worried
abouit themselves. They wene warrliod about
each other. They were close friends with
bonds that only the tasic of fesr and com-
bat brings out in soldicrs.”

Ans admits thal azvigning cach
member 10 missions was  the loughcst
things he ever had to do, When he handed
Paula her assignment, he locked into the
eyes of & young women determined and
ready 1o go. “1 knew she could drive, buta
nagging voice deep down inside kept ask-
ing, "Diocs she have enough experience?”
He knew then that nobody had the experi-
ence that he wished they could have.

"] felt like | was handing out &
death senience way down decp,” be re-
called. "1 worried about each end every
one of them, but they came throagh with
flying colors—nobody hurt They were
well rained and it paid off,

“I'would put them up sgainst any
driver in the world,” he said with pride.

Acting 18t Sgt. Michael Fischer agrees the
compary ks grest. “These soldiers have
grown up. They definiiely are mature sol-

dierz. The National Guerd will be even
stronger morw,”

Fischer smid that the unit had one
mare obsiacle 0 overcome—iheir retum
home. He said that they will miss the daily
contact with cach other, “They have donc
ol seen & lot wogether, and they have
become bonded 1o each other,” he explained.
“Tt will be hard ffor them st firs.™ These six
were concerned shout their return home.
They wondered if they'd still fit in their
communitics and il their friends will have
experienced similer changes in values and
nititudes,

I don't know the answers to these
questions. This much | do know: for those
who worry sbout the youth of today, take
five minutes and talk to & young soldier
returning homefrom the Gulf. He or she will
touch you in & special way.

They touched me. | salute you, the
parcnis of these cltizen soldiers. You did
something right in bringing them up. South
Dakota, be proud of your Natonal Guard.

(Editor*s noles: Master Sgt. Frank Jor-
dan Is 8 Maine Army Natlonal Guard
reporier who was assigned Lo the Persian
Gulf from March to June. The 740k
Transportation Company with head-
quarters In  Milbank, was federalized
November 17.)
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Ayearin review: Operation Desert Storm

Editor'snote: Much ofthe Information
presented in this article is taken from
a special repori prepared by the
Strategic Studies Institute of the Army
War College and based upon news
articies appearing In the public medis.

by Maj. Lester R. Stadig,
Editor

As we approach the [irsmt
anniversary of Iraq‘s invasion into
Euwsit, President Bush says thoe is
"incontrovertible cvidence™ that Saddam
Huseein is viclating the Perzian Gull
Wer cease-fire agreement.

AL the time of this writing, the
President and Secretary of State Jumies
Baker reuging firm language o desonibe
Saddam s refusalto allow United Nations
répresentatives 1o examine puclear
facilities.

President Bush used the words
“brutal bully™ in describing Saddam, and
declared the United Sistes “cerainly
won't” wlerate Iragi  violstions of the
agreement.

That agrecment, reached April 3,
1991, requires Irag 1o destroy its ballistic
missiles and nuclesr, chemical, and
biclogical weapons of mass destruction.

Looking back, events of the past
year have undenisbly impacted on the
lives of all Americans. Furthermore,

events of carly July

support the [eclings
of meny Americans
that Saddam will
continue io be a
threat.

Let's glamce
back over events of
the pasi year that
have played such en
important part in the
lives of Mational
Guard men and
WA .

At 2 am.,
Thursday, Aug. 2,
1990, Irag
edtablished a
“provisional
government”™ in
Kuwait, and by
Sunday, Presi
Bush said, “This will
not  stand...this
aggression against Kuwait,” and
Secretary of Defense Dick Chency was
on his way 1o Saudi Arabia 1o negotiale
basc acoess.

On Aug. 7, the US. beganmoving
forces to the region with the help of
viodunicers and C-14 1 nircrafiof the 172nd
Military Alrlift Group of the Mississippd
Ajr National Guard.,

OnAug. 9, Beghdad scaled [rag"s
borders, thus preventing foreigners from
leaving the country, and on Aug. 16,

ordered all American and British citizens
in Kuwait to assemble in two hotels.

On Monday, Aug. 20, the LS,
sent a squadron of F-117 Suealth fighters
to Ssudi, then on Wednesday, President
Bush federalized up to 40,000 Guard and
Reserve personnel. By Priday, Saddam
had directed diplomats to leave Kuwait
and Iraq, and had held his widely-
denounced propagands event where he
televised a mesting with hostages,
including children

Before the end of August,
Saddem had renamed Kuwait Gty al-
Kadima, and had, sccording 1o the Los
Angeler Times, positioned 265,000
roopds, 1,500 tenks, 1,200 srmored
personnie] carriers, and BO0 srtillery pieces
in Kuwsit. By this time, the United
States had moved 50,000 ground troops,
70 ships, and 300 sircraft inlo the regjon.

Bush snd Soviet President
Mikhall Gorbachev met in Helsinki,
Finland, on Sept. % they issued &
stalement pledging 1o reverse Irag's
takeover of Kuwail. The next day, Iraq
and lran resumed diplomatic relations in
spite of years of bitier ag gression towand
each other. Troop buildups continued
supponied by avanicty of countries outside
the Gulfl region. Secrctary Cheney
ordered heeardous duty pay for those
serving in the Gull, while Iraq openly
supported lerrorist actions, and the world
community continsed efforts to scttle the
matier nonviokently.

In October, Hussein toured
Kuwail and gave & deliant speech. Iragi
soldiers had become ruithless in dealing
with Kuwaiti citizens,

Isracli police killed 19
Palestinians at the Temple Mount on Oct.
8, complicating the Middle East crisis.

Sometime Iatz in October,
Ssddem dresmt that Mohsmmed told
hizn that his missiles were “pointed inthe
wrong direction.” Many interpreted that
as o possible withdrawal from Kuwail

In Movember President Bush
declared that *the fight isn't about oil;
the fight is about naked aggression that
will pot stand.” The Penlagon anncunced
it would be calling Guard andReserve
combal units to federnl service, while
Congress extended the call up time (o
360 days. Jordan's King Husscin pre-
dictedthal ecological disasier would result
from burning ofl if war came to the
Gull.

Saddam  continued  his
propaganda program, aticmpling to
fragment allied forces by selectively
relcasing hostages and calling Arab
nintions 10 gide with him against the West
and Jerncl.

The Amenican “humen shields™
nuembered sbout 102 sccording to the
Washington Post.

By Mov, 21, when President Bush
wrived in Saudi to have Thanksgiving

turkey with the troops, Army doployments
climbed w0 120,000 of 230,000 wal.

On Nov. 30, President Bush
proposed sending Seorctary  Baker to
Baghdad 10 parley with the Iragis, and to
imvite Iraq"s foreign minister, Tariq Axiz,
to Washingion

Mowing into December, Iraq test-
firesd two SCUD missiles and Ssddam
said chances of war were 50-50, He also
claimed that 1,400 children had died in
his country for lack of medicine. LS.
troops from Europe began pouring into

their air force chicf said that if | sracl were
drawn into en ek wer with brag, Jordan
would have to allow [sracli overflight or
face destruction of s own air force.

At 1250 am. Ssudi tihme on
January 17, the unmistakable sound of
the jetengines of KC-135s, many of them
Air National Guard, filled the night,
signaling the beginning of the mir war.
The giant tankers were enroute o &
rendervous near the Saudi-Iragi border,
300 miles north.

Atthe same hour, Navy Hornets

ihe Gulf on Dec. 4. Large numbers of
forcigners were allowed to leave [rag.

The U.5. Embassy stafl left
Kuwait on Dec. 13, and on Dec. 19,
Amnesty Intemational sccused Irag of
atrocities. The following day, President
Bush was quoted as saying il we getinto
en armed situstion, he's going to get his
8— kicked® On the 2%rd, Secretary
Cheney says “days mre drawing closer
when we may be forced 10 resort to
military force."”

Saddsm boldly smnounced on
Dec. 24 that lesel would be the first
target il war started. In reply to that
remark, Prime Mindster [tthak Shamir of
Israel gaid [Iraq] "will be harmed in &
mast serious way™ if it attacks Jorael,

By Dec. 2Tth a quarier of the
U.S. servicemen in the Gulfl were either
Cuard or Reserve. On Sunday, Dec. 30
Saddem threatensd LS. interesis with
“Muslim guerills attscks™ in the event of
war, and called for an lelamic conference
to'be held Jan. % o consider “holy war" in
responde 1o & coalition sisck.

On New Yesr's Doy, Saddam
continued his belligerent remarks by
saying, " If lraq can't have Kuwait, nobody
can,” referencing his willingness (o
destroy Kuwait in the event of an attack.

In Baghdad, Saddam contimsed
to reject workd opinion, saying that the
“mother of all battles™ was shead, and
“rivers of blood”™ would Now on the desort.

When Baker and Aziz of Irag
met in Gepeva on Jan. 9, they eiled 1o
sce eye 1o eye, mnd Aziz walked mway
from the mecting leaving a letier from
President Bush on the ble.

Ini the final hours before the Jan.
15 deadline, UM, Secretary General
Javier de Cucllar met with Saddam butio
no  avail. Isreel issucd pas masks o
Palestinians in cccupied torritories and

and Introders wene being catapuled from
the decks of the USS Midway and USS
Ranger tn the Persian Gulf and also from
the USS Sarstoga and USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower inthe Red Sea. Their targets
were command and comirol ceniers,
chemical and nuclear weapons, and fixed
SCUD launchers,

In the carly hours of Jan. 18, Irq
fired SCUDS at leracl and Saudi Arabia,
one of which was knocked down by a
Patriot missile near Dhahran.  Also on
Jan. 18, B-52's began unloading bombe
on lragi troops, especially the Republican
Cuard. Thus the quip: What s the most
direaded momend st en Irngi Bingo game?
Answer: When the snnouncer calls out
*B-3L"

The United Sistes dumped about
2 400 tons of ordnance during the Mirst 24
hours of the war. President Bush signed
an exccutive order 1o retain Guard and
Reserve personnel 180 days and to
mobilize up 1o one million sdditional
troops il necessary.

SCUDs
continued to rain
down on [srasl,
prompling the
United States to
deploy two Patriot
batterics there, The
allics reported ten
planes lost as of Jan,
19, while the 1.5
reported six losses,
Meanwhile, Irag
offered a reward for
downed pilots and
claimed that
civilians and
been wargeted.

On Jan 20,
(see Review pg. 11)
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Sites, a mmmnnlulinm techniclan, hld de h:red 'lrlth mm
of the 271st to the Middle East. (Penn. AN

Niagara Falls no honeymoon
for Pennsylvania squadron

by Capt Chiris Cleaver
Peansylvania Alr National Guard

NIAGARAFALLS N.Y.- (July 1)
Deploying o Miagara Falls for snnual
training sounds like & nice place to see
the sights. But from the start, members
of the Pennsylvania Adr Nstional Guard's
271t Combat Communications
Squadron knew il was no honeymoon.

The 2710, based mt Port Indiantown
Gap, along with four olher combat
communicalions squadrons assigned to
the 253rd Combat Communications
Group, were participating in Excrcise
Sentry Readiness 91. This mid-June
exercise was designed to demonstrate
squadron, team and individual kills in
the deployment, installation,
enginecring, operation, maintenance and

of iactical communicaticns
ulilizing Operations]l Readiness

Starting after the opening Fform stion,
114 Guerd members weni intohigh-gear
s they ran cable pitched tents, ran cable,
staried generaiors, ran cable, assembled
a 20 foot satellite dish and ran cable,
Nearly encugh cable to stretch the some
dozen miles to Niagars Falls,

Within twee hoars, an cight-acre,
grass ficld was transformed into a
com p't:ln, E—Iﬂnlﬂllﬂi maze of
communications, capsble of talking 1o
the world.

Florida troops practice demolition

by Capl. Cheryl A. Spence
Florida National Guard

CAMPBLANDING, Fla.—As
history would have it, the First Platoon
of the 153rd Engincer Company foand
themclves preparing 1o demolish the
same bridge another engineer plaioon
had built earlier.

That is, they were training o
demolish ithe bridge. The 153rd isorganic
o the 53rd Infantry Brigade (Scparaic),
Florida Army National Guard, head-
quartered in Tampa, and was training in
support of the infantry mission during
Annaal Training 9 1. Theabilityto destroy
bridgesis partof the eng incor company”'s
Army Training and Evalustion Program
(ARTEF).

According o Maj., LP. Greene,
analysis of the most effective method by
which the bridge eould be demoliched,
priming the explogives, and construct-
ing the overall fire

Execution of each phase of the
demolition ensures the bridge iz twoially
disabled from the embankment 1o i
midpoint. Greene also sisisd thai these
skills could readily be wilized to con-
sruct obsiacies with explosives in both
defensive or retrograde operations.

antl-personnel mines. Here Sgt.
tice mine emplacementsduring Annual Tralning 91

landing, Fla. (Florida National Guard photo)

Along with bridge demolition, the 153rd Engineer Company of
Lake City, Fla., hasa mission m:mrv M19 antl-tank and M 16A
ayne

Udell and Adam

"The 271n provides an invalushle
gervice lothe entire military community,
said Maj. Gen. Robert E. Harris, Pa. Alr
Mational Guard commander. “They
proved themselves during Desert Shield
and Storm and they are doing it here
today,” added Gen. Harris as he toured
the 2718"s camp,

"We are parforming exceedingly well
during this exercise,” said Lt Col. John
W. Obrsdovich, 2715t commander.
"Sentry Readiness is providing us s great
real-world scenario that we can apply 1o
our mission,” he added.The 271st's
mission is 1o provide personnel,
equipment and services in sapport of
workdwide communication requircments.

“Our equipment is the nowest and
bestinthemilitary,” said Fem Sgt. Sieven
W. Sloat. Weare the living and breathing
commitment o the "Total Force
Concept,” he added. Sighting the new
TSC 100A, saicllite communicstions
terminal and the TRC 170, digital band
radio as examples, Slost sdded, “This
equipment is state-of-the-art and we are
petting it al the same tmm e the regular Air
Foree "

The Air Guard provides nearly T0
percend of all combat communications in
the Air Force. Members of the 271t
worked side-by-side with Air Force
counterparts in Operation Desert Shicld
and Desert Storm.,

* AL first, we had o prove curselves,
but once they saw we could do the work,
we were sccepied,"” said StafT Syt Russell
M. Flick, satellite communications
technician. Flick worked st a deployed
location in the Middle East.

During Desent Shisld S1orm members
of the 2715t provided invalushle
communications links throughout the
theatre of operations.

*I deployed to Desert Shield in carly
September. What [ do here in Niagara is
the same job [ performed in the Gulf,”
snid S1all Sgt. Richard C. Sites, also s
satellite communications technicien.
Sites is responsible for sct-up and
operations of ihe satellite
communicstions erminal,

“The only difference was in the gulf
we sayed in tenis, plus there was not
much grass sround,” sdded Sites.

There was plenty of green grass ai
Miagara Falls Air Base, eventhough paths
beiween tenis appeared well-worn alier
several dayes of around-the-clock
operations,

“We had many hOrst's during
this exercise, incloding a tactical
ewitchboard thst required on-site
engineering,” maid Lt Col. Obradovich.
The switchboard provided the Z71st cw
DEN capability direcily through the
gatellite giving them worldwide

capability.
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109th helps National Science Foundation

Photos and stary by
CapL. Phil Blahut
Assodate Edifor

POLAR ICE SITE “GISP™,
Greenland - [t's summertime. The
thermometer reads 5 degrees labrenbeit:
winds are 15 milea per hour, The land-
scape i solid white with snow for lam-
dreds of miles. Weleome tothe Greanland
lee Sheet Project (GISP-2) sccessible
ondy by airl

LC-130H mireralt equipped with
2,000 miles north of Scotie, N. Y., home
ofthe 109th Tactical Abrfift Group T AG),
New York Al National Guard,

The 108th, the only Akr Force unit
that has glei-1ift capability is comprised of
1,065 personne] and cight C130-H trans-
port airerall, four of which are ki
equipped.

Their mission this week is o
food and perscancl, retrieve DoD
equipment from an sbandoned Defonse
Early Warning station and io transport
e from the poler ioc cap Lo SRS Arcas
for scientific rescarch.

Normally the unit fiys north to the
Arctic during the summer. In addition,
they also support the U, 5. Navy VXE-6
squadron in Antartics on resupply mis-
sions when nocded.

Hosiing the 10%th in Greenland is
Sondrestrom Air Base, an A Force Space
Command fnstallstion. The base alfers
[acilitics, services end support, sharing

an International runway with Groenland.

Sondrestrom or “Saundy” is 8
temporery siaging arca for the 10%th.
Here, commercial and military cargo jets
bring in supplies for the 1059th 1o fly out
o the remois stations,

Ssundy, remote and unaque, is lo-
caled between rocky hillsides green with
new tundra growth and arctic willows.
Common in the summer are views of
feeding musk ox, caribou and arctic fox.
lis location is key o currend and futurs
eciendific rescarch of Greenlands glacial
polar ice cap stodies.

“The 109th serves sz the inder-link
between National Science Foundation
{M5F) and Polar [ce Corp Office (PICO)
projecis providing supplics and ficld
equipment for arctic research, ™ said Stalf
Sgr. Barbara Ann Murphy, & 108th cargo
bondrmagier,

“"Working in arctic eondithons re-
quires tolel crew coondination o safely
compiete each miszsion with conditions
more hazerdous than normal opemiting
procedures,”™ said Murphy.

The 109th is heavily involved in
support of the polar ice core drilling
project. Currently, two research leams,
one American md one Buropesn, are
drilling deep inio the Greenland Ice Shoet
gathering information.

These teama wre drilling sround-
the-clock into approximately wo miles
of glacial jce estimaied 0 contain over
200,000 years worth of global informa-
Lo,

One site ks named GRIP, the other

.,
s GISP-2. GRIP s operated by Earocon:,
comprised of Eoropean scientis:t and
technicians, primarity from Denmark.
GISP-2 is opermted by an all American
team. The sites are located 17-miles
epart from each other but 800 m{les north
of Saundy,
The GISP-2 team began drilling
afier GRIP had saned. The Americans
are locaied al the very top of Greenland s
glacier, and have drilled to 850 meters
below the ice. This ice can be dated 1o
apprcocimaiely TOO years before Christ,

Esch site depends upon the 109th
not only for food and other needs, but for
hipments of wood, equipment, and the
are shipped to the University of
Copenhagen and the Rocky Mountain
Ice Depository, Denver, Colo. for

i

The PICO drives many of the
109th miggons. FICD coordinates with
the ice teams and N3P, When personnel
or mpplics are needed, the 10%9th is di-
rected by the Military Akrlift Command
(M A C)to support the request. Normadly,
other than scarch and rescue, two C-130
aircraft are lsunched, One i always
there as & back-up.

“Flying 1o and from the sites is
one of the toughest mizssions sy C-130
alrerew conld perform,™ said Maj, Mark
Kalber, Air Mational Guend C- 130 project
EAnAKET,
" landing is different. You
can have crosswinds exceeding 20-25
knots, biinding snow, wet snow or ice

and sometimes, mochanical problems,” com-

menied L Col. Ray Towsey, a sondor pilot with |

the: 109th TAG.

"Diepending on the mow Icmporalure,
which is warmer in Groenland, where there ks 24
hours of sunlight, take-offs are difficuls. If the
mow is wel on lop, the friction on the ski's
increases making lifi-off difficult unless JATO
(Jer Assiet Taloe-OHT) i used.™
Eight JATO solid fuel rockets, can be

=
i
}
[
Il-

§

fired during = ski ke-off cresting & 13-20
second thrust, equivalent to one more C-130
engine. This boost gets the plane o 65-70 knots
providing Ui snd take-off.

The sli-ways or landing zones nesr the
gites are also unigue. Teams from GRIP or GISP
and some military sites maintain them with the
uen of dozers or other track vehicles pulling
mow drags 10 leveling out and packing the
0w, This provides & smoother, safer and
marked landing 2one.

Looking a2 each site from above shows
the difficulily in making out landing zones un-
less their are fags and dragged ski-ways. The

* -

e

Master Sgt. u Martinez

adrorews however, are trained in landing
on fresh sow, or "open™ ski-ways, il
poad e,

Skiler 43, our aireralt Mying o
(GISP and GRIP, inclhuded & “combai-of -
load™ procedure—sdapled for the ice.
Here, we depanied “Saundy”™ with five
Iarge pallets weighing inexcessof 23,000
pounds, plus 13 passengers and seven air

Aflter 8 snooth 2 12 hour Might
over a harsh, but beautiful temain, we
could scx our drop anca, located next 1o
what locked like black, red, blus and
yellow dots in the oow, which bul were
actually the tents or building strocture of
GRIF,

Landing was nof & problem, st
leaat on this occazion. The mmow sirip
wis well marked with colored Megs that
limed the rone [or twao to three miles,

Alfier pilots Maj. Vince Lanci, and
Capt. Robert Brew landed, the procedurc
invehved slow aircrll skiing on the ice-
wy.

Murphy, the loadmester, opened
the il section of the C-130

She operated the hydraulic
switches lowering the off-load ramp o
begin the combat ofl-losd maneuver.

She called inio her "interphone”
headset, “off-load ready” and the voice
signal was given taMight engineer, Tech-
nical Sgi. Matt Muradki, who was posi-
tioned in the cockpit to relicase the cargo
holding pins located in the aircrft s floor.

A enap could be heard nnd through
the lorce of incriia, pallets started Lo roll

at North, South Poles
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Ice Station GRIP site manager Ray Klink (right) explains to Lt

gl b ir',|
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Col. Ray Towsey (left) and Maj. Mark Kalber {(center) about
Greenland's lce sheet, which contalns over 200,000 years worth of

information.
slowly oui the tail section of the plame.
All wae fine until the first pallet, the
tnllest mnd heaviest lodged st the down
FRMp e,
Evidently, one of the mochanical
locks did not fully dislodge, cauting the
paliet to jomn sand bind. Several sempis
todislodge the jum were made by instruc-
tor loadmaster Master Sgt. Tomas
Martinez, & 2 500 Mying hour veloran,
Martinez called on the radio head-
el foe the alrerall to sop. What was
echeduled as 8 moving off-load wrned
oul 1o be an opportumity for mysell and
other passengers W leave the aircrafi
Doing this we saw excited GRIP resi-
dents waying not only st ue, but to other
scicntist and old fiends who were pas-
ecnigers.  Priendly smiles and laughier
wid emongsl us a5 some us, mysell in-
cluded, touched feet onto the polar ke cap

for the s tme. We belonged 1o a
fraiemity of few 10 experience being
somcwhal on top of the world,

Dressed in cold weather gear in-
cluding mukluk's, arctic parka pants,
coat and gloves, we left the crall area for
a fow mirutes o make our first prints in
the snow, breathing fresh crisp cold air
end savoring the cxcitement in & land
that conld be harsh and merciless during
& different season.

With sircraft engines constantly
running as background noise, | wied 1o
meet some of the Evropoans ot GRIP,
who were there forming & webcoming
commitiee. | found out later thai one of
their guesis, who was also & passenger
on board the aircrafl, was the Danish
Minisier of Science and Education.

(see109th skiers..psge 15)
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King Khalid City is well known, unforgetable

Photos and by
Master Sgt. Frank Jordan
Maline Army Natlonal Guard

KING KHALID MILITARY
CITY, Saudia Arabls - KKMC, aname
Ineniiliar to thoosands of National Guard
soldiers.

Most Americans have no idea
where KKMC is or what 100k placehere.
Soldiers who served here will never for-
get it It was here, that the National
Guard and Reserve troops made militery
history that will be studied for yesrs in
their role of moving supplies 1o the front
fighting lines during the Gulf war,

Basically, KEMC is ahuge Saudi
Arabian military training center that has
beon used &8 & support cenier for the Tih
Corp. It also has supported all the log
bases such as Log Base Bravo and Log
Base Echo,

When the war staned, supplics
sach as food, ammo, waler, gas, and
whatever clse was noeded were stored
here and then moved up front for the
combal divisions.

Tv was here that the National Guard
and Reserve troops made military history
that will be sudied for years in their role
of moving supplies to the front.

This week [ am in one of these
bases, Log Base Bravo, located 54 miles

you literally could not see two
infront of you. They slso have experi-
enced cold nights when the wind whipped
acrois the flat desen, tents blowing over,
change of location, tear down and move
o mnother location. There is sand ev-
erywhere--in your eyes, cars, and mouth.

‘There is no high ground or low
ground. As the National Guerd soldicrs
say, “It"s all flar™

The hot weather has srrived. Their
duty is not casy, cspecially watching
other companics moving out for deploy-
ment back home,

Some get upset and frustrated,
others take it all in stride, Today, atLog
Base Bravo, Guardsmen from Connecti-
cut, Delaware, New Jersey, Texas and
Flerida are working in temperatures of
115 degrees. The wind is blowing. Heat
whips around your body like an clectric
hair dryer blowing a siesdy current of
warm air. But it"s even hotter than a hair
dryer. These soldiers' conditions are
harsh and miscrable compared 1o stan-
dards we are used 1o sl bome.

Thelr brown T-ghins are dusty,
like face powder that has been sprinkled
all ower them. Their dust covered (aces
are streaked with lines of Eweal
Thelr eyes are red and irritaled from the
conaant dusi.

Waler botiles are ucked inlo their

. e e

chief and (Inset) Spc

(Left to right) Staff Sgt. John Reinecke, supply se
Biggers, crew chief: Sfc Michael Ask
. William Reetz, all from 149th Aviation

nt; Sgt. Mike
Ashwander, Night operations

Company, Texas Army Natlonal Guard.

pants pockel. The waler is not cool. Itis
hot like & cup of colfee. 1 is not the mont
pleasant water 1o drink when you want 1o
quench your thirsi

Az they work in the and of the
desert, the wind is constant. Small fun-
nels of dust, called “dust devils,” swirl
sand high into the sky. They remind me
of small tomados. Asthe wind increases,
the funncls get larger and then  move
scross the desert, dusting everything in
sighl.

The desert sand here is mot. ke
sand on our besches back home. It is
light and fluffy likebrown powder. As
you step, your combat boots sink down
into the Muffy powder dust and covers
your ankles as you walk. The dust ics
everywhere, Trucks and tanks passing
by make it worse.

If you wear glasses, you carry a
rag tokeep them dusted off. And withthe
heat come the (lics—petky and annoying.

The members of the National
Guard companics don’t gripe that much,
They dream sbout their departure date,
They know their mission and wanl 1o
finish it 50 they can o on with their lives.
Their appreciation of the situstion is out-
standing.

TheyhavenoPost Exchange (PX),
McDonald’s or pizza shops. It is deso-
late, hot, and the conditions are rough.

I have talked with Army Mationsl
Guard and Reserve soldiers in four dif-

ferent countries since my ermival here, |
have met soldiers from 19 years ol age to
59, | have met a father and son teasm,
brothers who serve together, and even a
brother and sister team from Wisconsin
She was o caplain; he was 8 privaie first
clags. They all have relationships that sre
rare in most femilics.

I can not feel anything but pride
for these men and women of the Army
Nutional Guard. | have met the Guards-
men who have served in Vietnam. They
returmned and had o sneak home. Some of
the poople had turned againet them. And
still are leery of what is going to happen
when they return home.

There are mothers who served snd
left their children and spouses behind.
There are fathers and grand fathers whose
maturity and experience have been a
lifeling for the younger soldiers.

The younger soldicrshavercached
the age of 19 now. Theireyes and actions
tell you that they have changed. Theyare
not kids anymore. They have matured.

A few months ago, these same
people were your neighbors, the kid who
delivered newspapers and mowed your
lwwn through hishigh school years. They
arenow truck drivers, teschers and nurses.

As [ write this [ think sbout the
286th Supply and Service Battalion from
Muine, I missed them when [ first arrived
&l Log Base Echo. They had deployed
home by the Uime | linally arrived there,

Themembsers of tse 286t are spe-
cial tome. | had gone through mobilize-
tion training with them back in Novem-
ber 1990 st Fort Devens, Mass.

Iremember s young soldicr named
Chriswho was justoulof high school and
finished basic training. His battalion
was sctivated by the 286th. | remember
how we talked onc night afier & day of

It was scrious stull snd left most
of the members in a guile, somber mood.

He said wo me, “Seorgeant, when [
get home, [ don'i think 1 will be the same
or have the same ideals or values that my
age-group friends have™

Well Chris, by now you are back,
end | am sure you have changed. It's
normal, Be proud of whal you did.

I saluteyou and the othermembers
of the 286eh and all other soldicrs who
have served here.
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102nd ARS is the oldest Alr National Guard unit

by Gary Gault
National Guard Historical Services

During the summers of 1915 and
1916, a military training camp for busi-
nessmen Wil organized by Maj. Gen.
Leonard Wood at Platsburg, N.Y.

This “Busincss Men's Camp™
wad the inspiration that led one of i
participents, Capt. Faynal C. Beolling,
with the support of Gen. John F. O'Ryan,
the adjutant general of New York, 1o
organize the 18 Aero Company of the
Mational Gusrd on November 1, 1915,

The lst Acro Company with &
strength of four officers and 40 enlisted
men was under the command of Bolling.

The 15t Azro Company, oporat-
ing at Mincola, Long Island, M.Y'., started
with two adrcraft and gained five more by
1916. The total value of the sirframes
was 540,000,

In sddition o Mying instruction,
personnel of the company were given a
twn hour class each week on scronsutics
tanght by Dr. C.E. Lucke and Professor
Willhofft st Columbis School of Engi-
pecring, This instroction familinrized
them with the scientific study of sviation
and nirplane motors.

18t Asro was provisionally rec-
opnized on June 22, 1916 and musicred
into federal service on July 13, 1916 in
anticipation of duty on the Mexican bor-
sive training under regular srmy officers
but was still commanded by Bolling.

By August 1916, the company

A Douglas O-38 bears the Insignia of the 102nd Observation Squadron, New York National Guar- .

(National Guard Bureau photo.)

had 25 of its members qualified as pilots.
On November 2, 1916 the Is  Aego
Company was mustered out of federal
service without having ever reached the
Mexican border. Many of the unit mem-
bers remained in camp for the rest of the
winter to complete their flying tmining.

Thelst Aero Company was dis-
banded on May 23, 1917 and nearly all
mem bers of the com pany saw BCUVE se7-
vice in Werld War L

Members of the 18t Acro Squad-
ron formed the new 1st Reserve Ago
Squadron in May 1917, lkaving for Eu-
rope on August 23, Upon mmival in
France, the 15t Resorve Aero Squadron

became the 26th Acro Squadron. Mem-
bers of the 18 Acro Squadron went on o
fame and glory in the World War, and
some never returned. Col. Bolling was
killed in sction near Amiens, Frence on
March 26, 1918,

Bolling Air Force Base in Wash-
ington D.C. is named in honor of this
pioneer Mational Guardsman avialor,

The 1 02nd AsroSquadron which
servied with the American Expeditionary
Forces (AEF) a5 a repair and mainte-
nance wnit wis activaled in the 27Tih Di-
visionon November 17, 1921, It wenton
to become the 10Z2nd Observation
Squadron which served in World W [1

wnd was finally desigrnted the 102nd Air
Rescue Squadron on December 4, 1289,

On March 14, 1991, by order of
the Air Force, the 15t Acro Company was
reconstituled and consolidated with the
102nd Air Rescue Squadron, New York
Adr National Guard (ANG), making itthe
oldest fying unat in the ANG.

(Editor's nole: The 102nd
squadron now Mies HC-13s and Lhe
new MH-50G " Pave Hawk" model he-
licopter. One of thelr missons Is (o

provide support for NASA astronauls
and space vehicle recovery.)

Review

(continued from page &)

the Iragis parsded blindfolded prisoncrs
of war through the streets of Baghdad
and claimved 1o have shot down 154 alllied
plames.

The ensuing days saw an uncasy
Israc] prepared to retalisic and LS.
diplomacy working overtime 1o prevent
Iernel’s entrance into the batle.

Late in Jenuary, Iragis began
destroying oil wells and dumping crude
oil into the Gull.

Three Iragi tank battalions
stiacked south into Saudi Armbis and
wire driven back by allied forces on Jan.,
30. Tragi troops also occupicd Khafji,
Soudi Ambia, but were evicted the
following day by Saudi forces.

U5, losses in  the tank attack
were 12 Marines killed in action. An
American female soldier, Spe. Melissa
Rathbun-Mealy, was captured on Jan. 3.

Iragi defectors and POWs reported
that desth squads were execuling
retreating Iragi soldiers. They estimated
that 20,000 of their fellow soldiers had
been killed.

Lt Gen Thomas Kelly, Director of
Operations for the Joint 5talf, said that 50
to 100 Iragi fighter aircrafi had been
shehered in civilian aress, deliberately
placing kragi civilians in harm's way.

On Feb. 17, the ist Infantry

Division bombarded Iragi positions at
about the time elements of the 142nd
Field Arntillery Brigade, Arkansas
Mational Guard, with the Ist Banalion,
158th Field Antillery, Oklshoma National
Cruard, were armiving in country,

By the 22nd, the Arkansas and
Oklshoma antillerymen were themselves
placing steel on targets in Irngi tewmitory,
reinforcing the British lst Armored
Division. Maj. Gen. Franks, the British
commander spoke highly of the Arknnsas
and Ok lshoma units saying, “They came
ready to go o war and did superbly.”

Corbachevy announced & new
peace proposal on Feb, X1 AL noon,
President Bush gave Irag 24 hours to
begin an uncond itional withdrmwal from
Kuwait Bahgdad rejected the U.S.
wltimatum, so Bush suthorized Gen
Schwarzkopfto begin ground operations.

At4 a.m. Gulf time (B p.m. BST,
Feb. 23), the ground offensive began,
and Chency anncunced a press bricling
blackout. Allied forces conducted
diversionary sttack from Norh Central
Saudi Arabia while two ULS. Marine
divisions and Arab coalition lorces
attacked toward Kuwait City.

Meanwhile, the XVIII Airbome
Corps and the VII Corps conducted a
huge keft Nanking movement into Irag
with objectives 1o take Kuwnit City snd
senl ofl and destroy enemy [orces in

Kuwait. Ower 1,000 encmy prisoncrs of
war were talken in the first 24 howrs,

Saddam ordered his troops o
have "no mercy” on the allics, and he
falsly claimed carly viciory.

Allied forces continued u rapid,
casy movemeni on Monday, Feb. 235,
resching the outskirts of Kuwali City and
drove approximately 30 miles into lrag.

Perhaps the single grestest
Americantragedy occurred that Mondsy
when a SCUD slammed imo s ULS.
barracks in Dhahran, killing 28 and
wounding 100 soldicrs.

At 3:20 a.m. Eastern Lime,
Saddam Hussein asnnounced hig
withdrawal from Kuwait, At 9:45 am.
President Bushrejocied the specch as™an
outrage,” saying the coalition would
conlinue [0 progecule the war with
undiminished inensity, and called for
Iragi Forces 1o lay down their srms.

Later in the day, VIl Corps
aitacked the Revolutionary Guard
divisions along the wesiern boundary of
Kuwail while the X'¥III Corps reached
the Euphrates River Vialley, completing
the encirclement of Iragi forces.

The Iragis had & massive,
disorganized relreat and thousands
surrendered. Twenby-one divisions were
said o be rendered combal ineflective.
However, belore retreating, lragis set
more than 600 odl wells ablare and

destroyred oil reflimeries.

Coalition lorces suspended
operations s § am. on the 2Bth, and the
Ulnited States began drafting terms of the
cease-fire which Gen, H. Norman
Schwarzkopl cutlined to Iraqi gencrals
on Sunday, March 3.

Termsof the cease-fire specified
the following: prisoners were to be
retumed; mine locations were o be
disclosed; and no Iragi planes could Ay
over the border, however, allied planes
were free to My where they wished,

The rest of the gory has, 1o &
large degree, been written by Guard and
Reserve soldiers since the ceage-

Thousands of Guard goldicrs like
those mentionad in this sus have played
i key role in retricv En;, cleaning,
maintaining, and preparing equipment
for shipment back i the United Siates.

AL 6 pam., July 9, the Army
National Guerd reported that 7,405 of its
soldiers were still lederalized, of thoss,
5,801 were still in Southwest Asia.
Anocther 1 56were still on dutyinBurope,
and the remaining 1,448 were on duty
within the Continental United States.

The Al Guard still reported 114
individuals on duty outside the United
States, but the num ber in the Gulf was not
available st presstime. In terms ol wnits,
the Army Guard had 35 units still on
sctive duty July 9.



Page 12, ON GUARD, August 1991

N.Y. 102nd's first female "Top' role model

By Ist LL. Ron Kopp
New York Army National Guard

NEW YORK, N.Y. - Norma L
Cabassa is the new lsi Sgi. for head quar-
ters mnd support company 102nd hedi-
cal Battalion. She isthe umit's first "Top.”

Originally from Cabo Rojo,
Puerte Rico, Cabasss worked a4 & pecre.
tary it Mew York"s Beth lsrse] Hozpital
when ghe began hermilitary career. A co-
wiorker suggested she ook over the Ma-
tional Guard. Afier visiting the unit and
liking what she saw, ghe joined in 1976,

She from basic train-
ing at Fort Jackson, 5.C. as one of the last
group of Women's Army Corps (WAC)
members. She compleied Advanced In-
dividual Training (AIT) as a medic sl
Fort Sam Houston, Texas,

As a privaie, Cabessa wis as-
signed 1o Company A, 102nd Medical
istrative skills helped her achicve the
rank of section scrgeant, and then to
embulance platoon sergeant within thee
years. In 1979, her unit was called w siate
active duty for Operation Gold Plum the
Mew York State (NYS) Comection Of-
ficers Strike. For her scrvice she was
awarded the NYS Commendation medal
and the NY'S Asd 1o Civil Authorities snd
Humane Service medals,

Her hard work snd dedicstion
wis noted by unit leaders, and in 1988,
the began lo work closely with the unit 1st
SgL. gaining valushle exposure to perhaps
the toughest job in the military.

Her progress was rapid. On the
recommendation of her commander, she
enrclied in the firs sergeant’s course at
the Empire State Military Academy,
graduating in Junc 1990. She was acting
company I2 SgL in Augostst Fort Dram,
during the division's annual training, thus
completing & scoond 13 day training pe-
ried in 1990,

In Janumry 1991, Cabassa was
promoted to the rank of Is Sgt., the first
female to silain thiz rank inthe history of
the 42nd Infantry Division. But the story
doesnt end here.

Inthe positionof st Sgt., Csbassa
is responsible for the welfare and readi-
ness ol her soldiers. The scopeand variety
of the challenges often seem o defy
description. Her Nexibility and ingenuity
wre some of her most vital attributes.

"It's & lot like being & social
worker,” sisics Cabasza. "7 listen to my
people’s problems and do my besi io
solve them. This is definiiely not a part-
time job! ™ Cabassa works as an sdminis-
tritor it Beth Israel Hospital where she
wiorks on a drug treatment program. She
has three children--two boys and a girl
ranging from 4 to 13 years,

*1 am lucky that my employer is
50 understanding and supportive of my
involvement with the Army National
CGuard, and are always willing 1o give me
time oflto sttend AT { Annual Training)
and military schools,” said Cabassa. “My

besi suppori comes from my own chil-

dren. Mol many kids grow up with &

mother who is a Ist SgL, and mipe re-
1o this wonderfully.”

“My daughter is very proud that
her mom is & Is 5gi., and she loves 1o
come o my office, s do her Fricnds,
Temara is already planning to follow in
my footsteps and is planning to become
on officer afier completing college.”
Daughier Tamara i 13.

“lts m good lecling 0 be & role
model for your child without forcing her,
and [ am delighted that she, too, will join
the military.”

Degert Storm was a strain on the
Cabassa family. The possibility of being
activaied was ever present. Medical per-

sonnel were in high demand. “When |
leave my children to go w0 AT, 1 know |
will be back in two wecki—and so do
they," explained Cabassa. "In this case
(sctivation of National Guard soldiers),
no one knew when or if they would be
going or when or if they would be coming
basck.™

"My boys were 100 young o un-
derstand ™ continued Cabassa, "Bul my
dsughter worried sbout the possibility,
knowdng that, as & soldier, 1 would go
where | would be called to, and that my
duty does not dimish my love for my
children. Forumately, everything worked
out for us™

Mot only &5 & role model 1o her
chikdrenand their friends, 15t 5 gl Cabassn

is nlso o source of pride o her New York
City neighbors
Her interview on TV-41, New

York's spanish-language channel, made
her s celebrity. To those the serves with,
Cabassa is truly dedicated to fullilling
the wnit motio: “"Cora Comiles
Customidis,” To Guard our Comrades
with Care.

The 102nd is located at the Lex-
ington Ave. armory end is part of Divi-
sion Support Command, 42nd Infantry
(Fainbow]) Division.

Cﬂnaway (continued from page 2)

who releeled aircraflt from on the
Saratogs.
"They went above the call of

duty in giving us fuel up there inthe sky,”

“We were tient to get
home,”™ he sald. “After 18
maonths deactivation orders

finally came through.”

ke said quoting his son. Devid told how
the Navy pilots would brag sbout how
many different Air Guard wnker units
(representing different states) had
refucled them. It was the tlk of the thip.

"The Mavy pilots have the
greatest respect for the Air National Guand
iankers and the role they played in the
war,” hie iold his fsther.

The next moming, we flew ina
C-130 w King Khalid Military City
(KEMC) 1o moct more Army National
Guardemen.

I have driven up there many
times. The highway is very dangerous.
Accidents on the highway have claimed
100 many lives.

EMMC is & desolaie place with
very rough living conditions. Tt is way
out in the desert where you can scc sand
for miles upon miles. There are no
bowling alleys, movic theaters or street
lights, Most of all, there are no trees or
green grass, All the linle things we ke
for granted, are not availsble st KEMC,

I take my hat off 10 those soldicrs
who have been there for months. They
have not had it easy in the blistering sun
and sand siorms. From the air, it s
unbelicvable, You look down on the
EMMC area 1o sce lines of tan-colored
lenis spread out for miles. The lents look
like linle specs against the vasiness and
bilend inibo the light brown zand. 1" noi
& place that amyone would want Lo come
back to snd spend & vacation.

Allter we lunded, we were buged
o an area where over TOD Guardsmen

were waiting 10 hear from Conawnay.

Conaway stepped up o the
microphone o speak. | noticed that s few
poldicrs were nodding of Tio sleep. Many
had that “bere-we-po-again” look.

There is no question in my mind
that these soldiers were impaticnt o get
home. Their tolorance level was low.
Conaway told the soldiers that he could
relsic io ther impatience. “Hell," he
said, “all Americans are impatient by
nature,”

Heads popped up. MNow he had
their sitention. He iold them what
happened o him in 1968 during ithe
Pueblo incident He was activated along
with other National Guardsmen.

*In those days 90, 180 days were
unheard of. We were handed orders for
two years and were shipped 1o Korea
Afer & year, things calmed down. We
got jerked sround 1oo,” he stated.

“Wewereimpatientto gethome,™
he said. "After 18 months, deactivation
orders finally came through.”

*Upon returning home, most
people didn't even know we were gone-
-only our familics, We had no home
comings, no parsdes. We just slipped
back into the mein-siream of life
unnoliced.”

“And cpeaking of home
comings,” he added, “you soldiers are
going home 1o ahero’s welcome all across

I take my hat off to those
soldiers who have been
there for months.”

the beautiful land of America™

Hetold them what citics and small
towmns were doing for the reiuming troops
end how there would also be parndes and
special events for their refum.

"Your familics wani you home.
wani you home, and, by God, g0 do L.
¥You will return home very soon. Mostol
you will be home by July,” be todd them.

The soldiers responded with

applause, | hesrd somescldier say, *This
is the best news [ have heard.” "Yeah,
and iU not s rumor,™ said snother. Atthis
point, no one was nodding off. All were
wide swake and full of hope for their
departure date.

Conaway also praised the
incredible job thal they did in combai
support. He touched on the importance
of getting the equipment home. “You
have muds history here that will be sodied
for years. Our sctive forecinead you and
your support for the next challenge,
wheneever that might be.”

*The equipment has 1o go back.
Wi can't be caught with our pants down

“They have not had It easy
in the blistering sun and
sand storms."™

—now or ever. God biess you all. [ hope
1o sec some of you in welcome home
parades in the weeks ahead,” he
concluded.

Wethen flew on to visil roops in
Kuwait City and 1o sce the oil fires.

Like everybody clse who socs
the: burning oil wells lor the first time, we
were stunned.  Over 800 wells were
burning out of contrel. The deep roar of
the fires is Joud and the foul smelling
emoke is thick and black. When the
winds shifis, you can sill see tanks and
other military vehicles that havn't been
removed yel

i will be months before we really
know what is cut there in these out of
control oil Mields.

That evening as we flew back 1o
Dhahran, the sky was glowing omnge
from the oil fires. Upon landing, we
visited troops wailing s the passsenger
terminal for their fights home. They
were silling in & large hanger-iype
building and sittingon long, wooden
benches.

A the penersl mingled smong
the soldiers, they were unususlly quict
end respectful. Obviously, they were
bone-tired from their long ordeal.
see Conaway page 16
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Air Guard C-1 30 crews evacuated Iraql refugees

Photos and story by
Capl. ¥Vinceni P. Gambal
Deaware Alr National Guard

Afier the Gull war, several
minority factions within [raq turmed
agains Saddam Husscin—ihe Kunds in
the porth snd the Shiie Muslims in the
south,

Saddem"s surviving Republican
Gusrd sturmned their guns ontheirrebelling
cotintrmen near the city of Basra. Inthe
crogs fire, meny civilians fled 1o the
refugee campat Safwan in the American-
controlled zone in southern Drag.

In Isiz April and carly May, Al
Force C-130 Hercules transporis
evacusied over 4,500 Shi‘ite refugoes
ot ol Safwan 1o & mone SECunt CRIp Near
Rahia in north central Sswdi Arabin
Members of the 166th Tactical Adrlil
Group (TAG), Delaware Air National
Guard (ANG) and the 13%th TAG,
Missouri ANG, were heavily involved
with the refugee shutibes, moving between
500 and BOO people s day.

My Glaardsemen mentioned thai
the refugee mission wes certainly the
most rewarding mission they did during
Desert Storm, but it was also the most
emothonal, Formany of v, itwatthe s
time in Irag and we looked at it a3 an
sdventure—a chance to hunt for war

sowvenins, to listen tomembers of the 3rd

Author and C-130 uﬂlgater, ClpL "ﬂn\:: Gamh:l I::mterj Is Manked hj' hts Dehwure Mr N:Hnn.d
Guard crew: (lefttoright) Ma). Dave I’rnx.airnnﬂmmm:;dzr.ﬂapt Maitt Dunlevy, co-pllot; Tech.
3?. Paul Pickering, Night engineer; Master Sgt. Wayne Bernardo, loadmaster; Tech. Sgt. Tom
Oliver, loadmaster; and Tech. Sgt. Ralph Miller, crew chlef.

Ammy 1ell war stories, and for photo
opportunitics, The excitement and
novelty quickly tumed somber when the
bus loads of refugess pulled up 1o the
cargo ramp of the akrcrafi.

There were young women with
babies, school-aged children, and elderly
men and women who needed our help o
walk up the ram p. Thelr entire lives wese
now wrapped up in the small plastic

shopping bagsthey carmied. A Few wesks
earlier these poople were “the enemy. ™
Now, we wore helping them cecape
persecution in their owm country.

On board, the children were
excited about being on an Amcrican
sirplane. They looked and acted like
young children [ knew back home. They
really warmed up to the crew members
when we passed out candy and played

attention.

Arabla.

(Above) The Iraql Shi'lte refugees were made as
comfortable and welcome as possible by C-130
crew members.
(Upper left) Women, dressed In
traditional black abayas, deplane in Rahfa, Saudl
(Lower left) Two women and their
children board a bus for the new refugee camp as
an Army goard watches.

pames with them.

Although the adulis seemed
grateful for our help, many were visibly
shaken. Perhaps it was fear of thedr lirst
Tight, but most likely, it was fear of their
unknown [etures in Saudi Arabia,

Watching those poople board
buses in Rahfa—one for men and boys,
one for women end girls—swas something
none of us will ever forget.

The children recelved special
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Award winning PAD markets nation assmtance

by Ist Lt Linda Jo Law
Nebraska Army National Guard

PANAMA CITY, Panama -
Coing on two-week overseas deploy-
menis is becoming second -nature for the
members of the [Ith Public Affairs De-
tachment (PAD), Nebragka Army Na-
tional Guard in Lincoln, Neb.

Thie militsry journalists collec-
tively deployed more than 35 times 1o
other countrics. The most recent de-
ployment took the detachment to Central
America to work in the countrics of
Panama and Hondurae,

Currenily, many nalion-assis-
wance projects are being performed by the
1.5, military in these countries, and the
print and broadcast journalisis were sent
i tell the story.

By using the kills learned over
the years in print, radio, end video, the
soldicrs supporicd by ULS. Southern
Command Public Affairs Theater Sup-
port Element, based st Corozal, Panama,
marketed storics to civilian and military
outlets.

Their mittion was to inform the
people of the United States sbout the
hemmniterian works being done by ULS,
military Reserve forces inthese countries.
I was also their job o show how this
nssistance affects the lives of the Central
Americans, and the raining value 1o 1.5,
Mational Guard and Rederve soldiern

*The bottoemn Fine is, what we ae
doing here is covering hisiory in the
making. Forus, it's real news of soldiers
working with the people of Panama and
Honduras to build schools and roads, ™
snid SeafT Sgi. Ron Bradrick, & seasoned,
military journalist with over 12 years
CEpETIENCE.

Bradrick lives in Omaha, Neb.,
with his wile, Sharcn. When he's not
working as 8 section leader for the press
scction, he operabes his own indepen dent
INSUrANCe BEENCY.

According 10 the military jour-
nndists, everyone benefited from the good
work being done in these countrics, The
poople benefit by having & now of reno-
waded school or medical clinic, The sol-
dicrs benefil by training inan cnvironment
that can't be duplicated in the United
Swstes. The local citizens of the com-
munitics where the projecis were com-
pleted wore ecstatic and appreciative of
the soldiers for the work they did.

"This experience has provided
our unit members with the best hands-on
training there is,” said Bradrick. "We
were aciually able to see, firsi-hand, and
helptellthe siories of U.S. National Guard
and Heserve soldiers sctually accom-
plishing their mlitary mission. The mis-
gion of nation-assistance.™

"The bailding process is & team
effort end it goes back 1o the old sdage
"Irstend of giving people fish, tesch them
b 1o fish.™ sdded Bradrick.

Before any LS. military sssis-

tance can be rendered, the country must
request it MNation assisiance can ofien
happen as long as one timple rule is
followed, It's called the “'one-third rale.™
One-third of the help must come from
local citizens where the building is done,

Anoither third will come from the
host nation government. o militery, and
the final third from U.S. miliery sssis-
tance, 10 include National Guard and
Reserve soldiers. “You think you've
been hot before? You think you,ve scen
humidity in Ncbraska? Hey, try Panama,”™
mdded Winters, *Once you get used Lo it
though, it isn't sobed. Besides its worth
it. How many people do you know that
can walk out of their front door in the
the Parssna Canal?™

The detschment's two newesd
members, Spes. Chad Winters and Kevin
Hynes, have never been on an overseas
deplovment with the lith Public A ffairs
Detachment and being in Latin America
was an experience of a lifetime for them.

] was todally unpeepaned forwhat
| was going to expericnce. It was a real
culbiure shock,™ said Winters, “[ wasnt
shocked in abad way; i was 8 good way.
[ never dreameed of being able 1o work
is as close as we're ever going to gel 1o
actually training for cur wartime mis-
gion"

Adjusting to & new country and
new ways was the cilizen-soldicrs (st
challenge, butitcertainly didn'tend there.
They aleo had to adjust to the heat and
b dediy .

Stafl Sgr. Chris Carmean, &
broadeast NCO, viewed the experience
From behind the eyepiece of s video cam-
cra and his overall feelings and experi-
ence were similer 10 those in the print
section. But for Carmean, the overseas
training was different than the three de-
ployments he made to Europe.

“Burope had so many similari-
ties o our own cullure in the United
States. Here in Panama snd Honduras,
the similaritics are fewer, The climate is
different and the language is different
What I've seen is much more dramatic to

Elnl"l'Sgt.{.'hrls Carmean records video
project in Honduras. (Photo by Ist Lt. Linda

the senics than anything I cver maw in
Europe," said Carmean, another member
of the PAD with over cight years experi-
ence.

"We also had the opportunity o
travel 1o Honduras where we were inter-
Bcting onc-on-one with the poople that
lived there, They lived in huls thal were
construcied outof mud and stick s localed
in banana ficlds. We saw their real day-
to-day life.

Carmean lives in Omaha, Neh,,
where he works as a detective sargeant
on the Omaha Police Force and during
his free time he's 8 practicing stiomey
and a criminal law instrucior at Metro-
politan Community College.

Unitmembers agreed it was some
of the best training they've ever had,
niews to the people back home. They did
the job they've been trained 1o do.

Az well as walching ships pass-
ing through the canal on his way 1o work,
Winlers and e other unit memberns wenl
o an exclugive woar of the Panama Canal
the lrst day they amived.

"We gol the good tour. We stood
in the middle of the cenal and walched
the ships come toward us. Then the gates
opened end & ship would pass right by. It
was an awesome sight,” sald Hynes, a
llith print journalist “What was most

Press officer Ist Lt. Linda Jo Law teaches children of La Junta,
Honduras to count to ten In English. Law was on two-week annual
tralning for the Nebraska Army National Guard. (Photo by Spe.
Kevin Hynes, llith PAD, Nebraska Army Natlonal Guard)

¢ ol a school bullding
Law, 111th Public
Affairs Detachment, Nebraska Army Natlonal Guard)

amazing was how the canal worked. The
ship was raised up with the water and
slowly sent through the canal. Then the
gates would open into the Pacific and the
ship was on its way."

Hynes lives in Lincoln, Neb.,
where he silends the University of Ne-
braska &s & junior majoring in joamal-
jom. He was born and raised in Crofion,
Meb.

The broadcasters and print jour-
nalists produced over 35 print, radio, and
TY stories during their two-week snnual
training, which were marketed in the
United States.

The print journalists of the it
Public Affairs Detachment have been
honored four times for their contriba-
tons to thelr sisis military newspaper,
Prairie Soldier of Nebraska. In 1989 and
1590, the print journalists were awarded
the Department of the Amy's Keith L
Ware award The award is named in
memory of Maj Gen Keith L. Ware,
former Army Chiel of Public AfTsirs.
Ware, a Medal of Honor recipient during
WWII, was killed in Yidnam in 1968
while commanding the Ist Infantry Di-
vighon,

The third and fourth swards the
journalists received were the Department
of Defense’s Thomas JefTerson award.
This sward recognizes the best overall
newspaper for its excellence in print
journalism. This sward was nemed in
memory of our former Prosident and
Declaration of Indcpendence author
Thormas JefTeroon

In 1989 the journalists contrib-
uicd o Prairie Soldier which received
2nd place in the category for the best
"Govermment Funded Large Tablodds™
and in 1999, they won st place, beating
oul the best newspapers of the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marines.

It would be Mair o say that train-
ing lor this well-taveled Public AlTairs
Detachment is becoming second nature.

“We've scen places near and far,
nnd each place we venture will always
offer us new and exciting challenges,™
added Carmean
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Pagonis cites Guard integration in total Army

by Maj. John R. Randt
Indiana Natlional Guard

DHAHRAN, Saudl Arabls —
Amecrica's veterans of the Gulf War are
coming out of the desert.

Long wehiculer columna of the
Army's Total Force sre winding toward
Dhahran. A cloud of dust heralds the
approach of encther column, Soldiers
with sand-sisined uniform s grinand wave
as wheeled and tracked vehicles go by

'With the departure rate rurming st
5,000 soldiers & day, & won't be long
before American imvolvement fades to-
ward the base line.

But, look again at the paiches.

Integrated in Operation Desert Stonm &
every level are Nutional Guard smen from
every state and territory in the nation. lu
mury not be the “roandout™ lorce we an-
ticipaied, but the involvement of the
nation's Guardemen is mpressive.

The Gumndem en and their missions
are often indistinguishable from their
sctive duty counterparts. And, compo-
nentrivalry withsanding, the sctive force
sxys the oparstion would not have sken
placo without National Gusrd snd Army
Reserve forces aa vital paniners.

Alarecent conference inDihahran,
Lt Gen. William Pagonis, 22nd Support
Command, ssked for & show of hands
among his logistics commanders o sig-
nify if they were from the reserve com-

Sklers (cont'd from page )

Surprisingly though the tempera-
ture did not limit our excitement. We
were grested in Danish and “broken®™
English with smiles and padded glove
handshakes,

It was 20 degrees Fabrenheit, with
little or no winds, except that raised by
the four C-130 propeller engines.

iOne Dane, dressed in red winter
pear, wrived with & snow mobile. He
offered Lo take me outl (o a distance for &
better photo opportunity of the aircralt
and people ncarby. He also wanted 10
~show hizskill in opoating the snowmo-
bileas well, Wi went out adistance, took
some pholo shots, and came back o pick
up another team of patseng ors o be brielly
enleriained.

Adter five minuies the losdmasters,
with the belp of GRIP engineers, dis-
lodged the pallet and we reboarded the
mircrafl for & second off-load sttempt.

Notknowing what 1 expect, all of
the passengers waited in anticipation &5
the sircrafi moved forward. The alrcrews
skiied their plane o end of the siG-way
and temed it around. 'Withengines at full
power and the prop mngles adjusted for
maximum thruss, the LC-130 lunged for-
ward. We were moving with the speed
increasing, but due w drag, wind and
friction, we were nol able o reach the
needed 65-T0mnot (TATO) inke-olT epecd.
Power was cul back and the nose ski
came down The pilols would make
enother attemnpt after taxiing 1o the end of
the runway and tarming around.

eki's from the enow. The planc was soon
. taxiing down the ski-way. The crew
again began procedures for offloading.
The cargo locks were released and this
time the cargo rolled out the back end
landing in the snow. This portion of the
mission was complete. We now fsced
the next step: take-off.

There second try was successful,
geting us sirborne for the 17-mile leg to
the GISP-2 site.

GISP, the American site, was dif-

ferent in layout from the Europesn camp.,
It contained & lerge building similsr 1o &
double-wide mobile home on stilts inthe
centar of the oparation

The temperatare fek 15 degreea
colder here than GRIF due to the Arctic
winds. It was hard to believe there was
wuch a change in weather only 17 miles
WY,

Here, we were met by Jay Klinck,
itz manager, who immedistzly ook us
by sow mobile-pulled sledstotheir camp
drill gite for & lour,

Omnce there, we entered the white
domed - structure.  The smell of buryl
ncetaie was heavy in the sir. We were nol
allowed to go further due to & lack of
respirators.  The acetste is used in the
American’s drilling process mainly to
kecp the ice core shaft open.  Their is a
tremendous amount of pressure bolow
that eould elose the core hole.

‘We could sce this was an cngi-
neering innovation, Each ice core was 5
1/8 inches in dismeter, approximately 10
feet in length. Esch core is pulled from
the hole with greal care nol to contsmi-
naie the ice. After it is pulled, each core
is marked, cataloged and stored in & cli-
made-controlled underground ice box,
made of mow and wood,

Esch core sample is snalyzed,
marked, recorded onlo & computer for
shape, dengity, pases and compotition.

The 10%h plays an integral pan
by shipping the ive core samplings from
the b e stations back to Saundy. There,
commercial air carricrs ship the ice to
depositorics in Denmark and Denver.

Looking ai the corc samples, you
could sce rings or "identifiers.” 1t was
explained by John Moore, s British me-
scarcher sl GRIP, thai these rings are
similer o ree Tings.

Based on the length, size and den-
sity, they can electronically measure for
acids, pases, jons and enow flake design.

This process enahles both teama
tosrinly s pasl world-wids evenis that have
effectad the environment Recent events
like the | ruclear digasier, ash
from Mt Saint Helen's, and even poliu-

ponent. The upraised hands dominated
the room.

“The work of this command, more
than most, demonstraies the Total Army
ol it best, "said Pagonis.

Detert war is usually seen &8 &
supply war. Dparation Desert 5 torm wis
a0 different. And, no different w the
criticality of supply inthe VI Corps end
ran through Ireg andthe movement inlo
Euwsit.

In Kuwuit, American sm basesdor
Edwin Gnehm sces Army Guard and
Reserve involvement the same wy.

"It's just a remarkable contribu-
tion they ve made across the board, ™ said
Ginclm.

An sdded contribuiion by these

woldiers is thedr citizen-soldier perspec-
tive, said the smbassador. Different re-
serve units sdopted different causes in
devastated Kuwait City. Units and indi-
viduals provided off-line, and off-duty,
nssistence, This included care for or-
phanced children, the clderly amd the
mentally handicapped.

"All over town you have slorics
like: that" said Goelim., "Most Kuwsitis
now have & perponal experience with &n
Americannow. Y oucan't go sy place in
Kuwait now snd not hear such a story.

The president and the gencrals
deserve the credit for planning and
implementing the war, bul the individu-
als whowere the playors msde it all work.
The Mational Guardmen did their part.

tion from the Industrial Age arc leaving
evidence in polar ice that may provide
clues as to the future life of the Earth.
use each core 1o conduct as mary as 50
lest 1o help science predict the future,
understand the past, and o aid in what
preventative measures can be used to
change patterns of earth’s czone deple-
tisn andemvironm enle.

The 109th supplies the only mili-
Lary sites thal remain open year round.
The Air Foree's Dye 1, 1L, and 011 sites,
once clagified, mow shandoned, ook
like something from the planct Mars
Their purpose was o provide carly warn-
ing radar racking and communicutions
end radar tracking for NORAD {Norh
American Defonse) and Space Commuand.
Now only Dyell"s sky-way is used by the
10%th for lending and take-off training
for sircrews 1o Emprove or mEiniain fly-

ing proficicncy.

The westher is so unpredictable
here that for theee days in & row, both
aircrews made several stiempls o land a2
Dye I, but the winds, and poor visibility
forced aircrews to abort the landing st the
last minute.

Afier hearing sbout the unusual
Eites, it wis & dissappointment nol being
able to see them,

Afier one week at Saundy the
10%ih, finighed their mizzion We fin-
ished the task here of delivering supplics.
Weather dictsies just what you will ac-
complish,

The next day, two C-130", carry-
ing passengers and aircrews depart for
home, Scotis, N.Y. Pamilies of thess
tzams have grown used 1o the unique
migzion bul flways swait their remm.

But o the 10%th, it was another
routine mission. One that they are skilled
si. One that is undque only o them, the
“Ravens™ of Scotin
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Delaware flyer splces radio calls with poems

by 1st Lt KellyAnn Dinning
4404th Tactical Fighter Wing (Prov.)
photo by Capt. Vincent P. Gambal

Delaware Alr National Guard

It all started one night as the
Military Airlifi Command (MAC) C-130
hummed through the skies carrying cargo
#o abase innorthen Sasdi Arabia. "We're
coming st you and we're all in a hurry,
‘ez in 25 minites well lund in & ferry,”
said Capt. Earl “Buck™ Condie, s naviga-
tor with the 142nd Tactical Airlift
Squadron, Delaware Air National Guard
{ANG).

*But tho" we flew through than-
derstorms—with lightning, sleet, and
hail...unlike your friendly postal man, we
did mot bring you msil.”

Condicis well kenoamnthroug hout
the theater for his mdio poctry. In fact,
when MAC Airlift Control Element
{ALCE) persomnc]l know he's coming
they sometimes even have & reum pocm.

Before an alrcraft lands, one of
the jobs of the navigator is to radio ahead
1o et the ALCE know who is coming in,
what they're carrying, how much fucl
they have, and the sircralt' s maintenance
condition.

“l meke the radio calls every
lime we depant or mTive &l & location,”™
said the captain. *One time [ thought I°d
spice up the message and make it thyme
and then it became a challenge to think of

MATHER AIR FORCE
BASE, Calll.—A memorial service was
held June 2 for three California Army
National Guard soldiers, all women,
killed May 13th while flying an evacua-
tion mission in Honduras,

Among the estimated 400 poople
attending was Califomia Governor, Pele
Wilson, who said of the three, “They
were our best. They were magnificent
soldicrs.™

He alzo observed that all three
were highly motivated medical special-
isis who had carned college degrees.

Capt. Sashai Dawmn, 34, of Sacra-

Hello again, our boailer JALCE] friend,
ir's time for us 1o shout.
We're coming in, so how've you been?
We're 30 minuies oul.
A look in back assures thal
no escargol we bring,
but we got pax, seven in fact,
and they wanf their limousine.

All zoid and done, we're Alpha-Clne;
the plane ix feeling fine.

Uinlike her créw,

who's feeling blue,

Jor Delaware we pine.

So thar's the end, our boater friend,
there's nothing more (o 5ay,
‘capi how we're glad that we have kad
thix productive Air Ferce day.

California women die in rescue attempt

mento, st Lt Vicki L. Boyd, 30, of
Salinas, and StalfSgr Linda 5. Simonds,
34, also of Sacramento, dicd when their
helicopler crashed into 8 mountainside
while on & night medical cvacuation
mission

They had been activated with
their unit, the 126th Medical Company
{Air Ambulance), from Mather Air Force
Base ncar Sscramento, in November, and
ordered to Forts Bliss and Sam Houston,
replacing regular Army units sent 1o the
Middle East,

In April, the trio had been ress-
signed 1o Soto Cano Air Base, near

Conaway (from page 12)

Az wa continued to meest more
Guardsmen, & soldier sppesred with a
TV camers, filming their deparure. Gen.
I walked behind the TV camernand staried
waving my hat in the air. [yelled at the
soldiers, "Anyone going homeT* They
jumped to their fect, waving their hats
back wome. [ yelled again, “Is everybody
going home to the good ole U.S.A.7"

They went crazy--yelling and
jumping up and down. Some of them
grunted “Ahhural” and sent their hats
flying into the air.

The next morning as the general
was leaving, | heard someone call, my
name, “Jordan!™ It was the general.
“Jordan,” he said, “you almost staried &
riot last night with those soldicrs.” "Yes
Sir," | replied. He looked at me with a
iwinkle in his cyes and & grin on his face
and said, "Fun, wasn't #7"° Then he
boarded the plane for home. As the planc
disappeared into the clouds, 1 thought if
only the rest of the troops could have had
the opportunity 1o have spent time with
him. They oo would salute him with the
greaiest respect.

Comayagua, Honduras.

At the time of ther deaths, the
three were flying 1o 8 remote radas site 1o
bring a sick soldber to medical reatment.
He was evacualed by a subsequent flight.

Al the memorial service Chap-
lain (Col.) Gary H. Coad, Califomia Nas-
tional Guard chief of chaplains, as well as
brigade chaplain of the 175th Medical
Brigade, parent unit of the 126th, noted
that the desths were the only among
ninmien activaied as a result of Operation
Desert Shicld/Swom.

“In our minds,” he said, “this
was & direct result of the hostilities inthe
Persian Culf™

Each was culogized by & friend.
Three flight helmets and three pairs of
Might bools were placed on the alier,
surounded by Mowers, candles, snd
backed by the national and siate flags,
symbaols of the Quard"s dial misshon.

something new cvery tme.™

There have been a fow reruns.
Afer all, Delaware ANG-based C-130
Hercules have been flying the Arsbian
skies since January, but generally the
radio poct comes up with new verses for
every call.

*The trick to the pocm i tomake
sure it's compact and provides the infor-
miation noeded,” said Capt. Condie, Usu-
ally his pocms are only & few lines, bat
he's had a few up 1o 12 lines.

His radio calls could be some-
thing like the one when his crew had
finished s duy's mission of airlifting
Shi"ite refugees from Safwan, rag 1o &
camp in Rahfn, Saodi Arabia: (left)

The 142nd TAS retumned 1o their
home station at the New Castle Coanty
Airport, Del. on May 31, with much
fanfare. A crowd of 2,500 excited depen-
dents, family members, friends, and
supporncrs tumed out o welcome back
the unit.

Before the cight C-130s landed,
Condic prepared one last Desert Stonm
poem. As he read it over the radio, the
Delaware ANG command post played it
over the base-wide public address sys-
Lem. (bolow)

To America!—On Our llman

America, the Besniful,
your warriors of the gy
have now returned o your
embrace as down the coast we [y,
We're 30 minutes out from you.
We'll land st your behest,
But before we do, we wish 1o
make & list of our requests

Wi want 1o put these airplancs

back, have PERSCO standing bry.
And have our femilics stand by

Loo; you're gonna sec sparks flyl

And next request, [Mour kith and
kin,

We'd like some leisure days
1o participate in all those things we
missed,
while we were far away.

We want 1o raise a toast io you
with alcohalic glasses
And when the drink is drunk, we
want 1o sec bikini'd lasses.
W warni to toach your hallow'd
soil and walk along your beaches,
and breathe agnin of Freedom®s
Air,
froem coast 1o coast il reaches.
And most of all, America, our
cherished fanlasy:

1o join your ranks of citizens,
from sea to shining seal




