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In Memory of our
Brothers and Sister fallen
in Desert Storm

Army National Guard

SPC Cindy M. Beaudoin, 19 SPC Bnb% L. McKnight, 52
Plainfield, Conn. Dallas, N.C.,

142nd Medical Co. 1454th Trans Co.

SPC Wade E. Hector, 22 PFC Todd C. Ritch, 20

Ne N.H. Charlston, N.H.

744th Trans Co, 744th Transportation Co.
PFC Kenneth J. Jackson, 22 § L Lawrence N. Welch, 41
Concord, N.C. i Minn. 1
1454th Trans Co. 109th Maintenance Co.

1st 5%- Joe Murphy, 57 Pic. Pamala Y. Gay, 19

New York Surray County, Va.

102nd Maintenance Co. 183¢d Personnel Services Co.

Maj. Barry K. Henderson, 40

Citizen soldiers...

by Maj. Les Stadig
Natlonal Guard Buresu Public AlTalrs

Remember the evening of Feb, 6 when
|nearly every home in America watched President
Bush's victory sddress 10 & joint session of
CongressT

[f'so, you probably remember that dramatic
moment when he showed & battlefield scone 1o SHFRLE
illustrate the caring and generous nature of 1§
Americans—he showed a National Guard soldier!

Tennessee 1ot Sgt. Charles Sieberling of
the 212th Engincer Company, Dunlap, Tenn. i
the soldier referenced in the President's address
when he said.

“I'm sure many of you saw on ielevision
the unforgetiable scene of four werrified Iraqi soldiers surrendering,” Bush said,
not mentioning Sicherling by name.

ﬂhmmﬁmmm:mﬂmmmiqﬁmwﬂ:
eyes, learing the worst. And then, there was the American soldier. Remember
what he said? He sald: ‘It's OK. You're all right now. You're all right now,"
the President eaid.

“That scene saysa lot about America, a botabout who we are. Americans

are & caring people. We are a good people, a caring people. Let us always be
caring and good and generous in all we do,” he said,
Sicherling has been & member of the Army National Guard since 1575,
and has pulled duty in Korea and South America. He and his wife Sandra have
been marvied 23 years. He had served as a Metro Nashville councilman during
the years from 1971-75, and aleo served az a cryptographer for President
Kennedy.,

Indeed, Sicherling is a citizen soldier. He, like many Guardsmen, has had
nﬂmmﬁqmmdmnhumnﬂhpﬁwehm&m EnlCrprise
system, study in an unmatched public educational sysem, and worship as he
chooses.
limuy be argucd that citizen soldiers, civilians who hive sct aside their
:iﬂilmmﬁ:wuumuk:mhlh;hunmnflhmddulq are the
people who made this land what it be.

5o long as our srmed forces have citizen soldicrs in their ranks, men and
women who understand the freedom found in the heart of America, this nation
will be compassionate and victorious on the battlefield.

“On Guard™ and its staf salutc all Guardsmen who have served and who

National Defense Service

| &re now serving on active duty during Desent Shisld/Desent Storm.
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Medal authorized for wear

WASHINGTON (AFNS) —
The National Defense Service Medal can
now be wom by all members of the
Ammied Forees including, with some ex-
ceptions, National Guard and Reserve
members on active duty afier August 2,
The Pentagon said February 21,

Secretary of Defense Dick
Cheney suthorized wear of the rilbon by
all people of Operation Desert Storm and
Desert Shield. Regardiess of whether
they served in the Mideast or not.

This award is being made for
special recognition of the "outstanding
performance of our Armed Forces during

Operations Desert Shield and Desent
Storm." Cheney was quotad as saying in
a Pentagon News Release,

The National Defense Service
Medal is awarded 1o recognire credible
service in a particular campaign, War,
National Emergency or expedition. The
medal has previously awarded for Hon-
orable Service for the Korean War and
Vietnam Conflict.

Those already permitied to wear
lh:n'bl:-mﬁ‘m:pr:ﬂmpn'!udﬂ:ﬂﬂld
wear the Bronze Campaign Star on the
wward,

rxpressed hereln are nol necessarily
thine of the off

Army or Alr Force, or the Natlonal
Guard Buress,

“On Gueard™ Is the reglatered
trad emark of this pablication and may
neol b wsed without speclfle, wriiten
permision. Crueathons or comments
eamterning “On Geaard™ should be
referred o the Edlior or Associale
Editor sl the sbove address ap b
calling Defense Sysiems N
e mber 289-1923 or commerclal (703)
TEE- 1923,
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Persian Gulf Vets
await declaration
from Congress

Reservists mobilized for Operation Desert Storm who complete
their wur of duty will quality for most federal weterans' benefits
svailable 1o their active-duty counterpasts.

The law generally grant's basic benelits eligibility to those
scparaied from enlisted service which began alfier Sept. 7, 1981, they
must complete the shorier of either 2 months of continuous active duty
or the full period for which they are sctivated.

Reservisin sctivated for Desert Siomm meet the bazic eligibility
criteriaas "Peacetim ¢™ veterans, Department of Veterans AfTairs official
said, they will grin increased benefits eligibility if Congress declares the
Persian Gulf War an official wantime period.

VA benefits include loans, education assistance, medical care,

Loan Guaranily — rcservists called 1o active duty by the
president areeligible for loan guarsnty benelits under cenain condithons.
Feret, they muast have served st loast 18] continuous days or mone of
“peacetime” service {or P days during designated weastime periods), or
have been discharged for & service-comnnected dizability. Second, they
must algo have completed the lesser of 24 months of sctive-duty service
or the full period for which called (with limited exceptions such as &
disability or hardship discharge).

A reservist may receive s centificate of eligibility for loan
puaranty benefits before completing the service, provided he or she has
been on duty st least 18] daye. However, the certificste is only good il
the person has not been discharged or separsted. In such cases, the
individual mue show he or e i il in the service belore the loan can
be

Educatlon — Reservists remunin eligible for the Montgomery
G bill for the sclocted reserve afier thy are called to sctive duty

MNon-prior service reservists do nol become eligible for the
expanded 1 Bill program because of their sctive-duty service for
Deecacrt Storm. This program requires 1o conscculive yoars of service 1o
qualify.

Medical care — Reservists called 1o active duty may receive
medical care st VA medical centers on the same basis as active-duty

If one of these reservists is injured while on sctive duty and
receives compensation.  The person is eligible for medical care 85
service-connected veteran. I the reservist is injured while on active
duty and the condition is determined 1o be service-connected. But not
compentable, the patient |s eligible for care of this condition any at WA
[acilities.

Compensation — Service-connected disability compensation
is payable to veterans who incur or aggravate adizability during & period
of active duty, The same criterin apply 0 death benefits and for all
ancillary benefits such as vocational rehabilitation, specially adapted
housing, sutomobile allowance, clothing allowance and service-
connecied burial benefits.

Penslon — Reservists are not cligible for non-service connected
pension benefits unless they serve on active duty for at lcase 90 days and
al lcast one day of which occurs during a period of war as defined by
Congress.

Insurance — There are four VA-sponsored life insurance
programs, they are the servicemen's group life insurance, welcrans;
group life insurance, service disabled veterans insurance and vetcrans
mortgage life insurance.

SGLI is available in $10,000 increments up to 8 maximum of
550,000, Regervists are eligible for part-time or full-time insurance.
Coverage is sutomatic {with the exception of retired reservists whomust
apply for coverage) upon entry into & period of active duty or reserve
status and continues Uwoughout such service and for certain specified
pericds after separstion or release.

VGLI is primarily a post-separation insurance program which
provides for the conversion of S0LI to & five-vear term policy. It's
designed to provide low-cost group insurance protection for newly
released veterans during the ransition period into civilian life, reservists

Lt. Gen. John B. Conaway sends...

DEPARTMENTS OF THE ARMY AND THE AIR FORCE
Matlonal Guard Buareau
Washington, D.C. 20310

March 13, 1991
Soldiers and alrmen of the Natlonal Guard,

It is times such as these when words hardly seem adequaie Lo
convey the spprecistion and admiration of s grateful nation. My
hearifei thanks and congratulations to the more than 75,000 members
of the Army snd Alr National Guard federalized In support of
Orperations Deseri Shield and Deserd Storm. In the spiril of the original
Minuteman, pusrdmembers from all walks of life left familles and
clvillan jobs to answer the call of the nation.

The professionalism snd dedicatlon that has been the hallmark
of your service In lhe National Guard coniribuled immensely to the
greal military suocess of Deserl Storm.  In support and combat roles,
Guard units performed vilal missions

To our fallen comrades in arms, we ofTer our prayers. To their
loved ones, we offer our support and sympathy and the assurance that
they will remain in our hearts and memories. To the families, It ks
Important for them io know that the sscrifice of their loved ones was
nol in vain. And, o those who have returned it is forever imporiant that
we honor those who pald the ultimate price of victory.

Esch and every Guard family played a critical role in Desert
Shield and Siorm. From providing support to deployed family members
while walting anxiously on the home froni; to the countless hours
helping and supporting the thousands of families In need ol assistance
during those trying times—ihe family, as alwayg, provided the bedrock
foundstion for ihe spirit and winning sttilude of the warrlors.

The soldiers and slrmen, know thai you are forever changed,
touched by what you have seen, shaped by what you have experienced,
bonded with those whom with you have shared this trial. Know in your
hearl, most importanily, you were and forever will be equal o the
challenge—you are Americans al thelr besi

God Bless you, the National Guard and the greal nation we all

serve proudly.

l s Mﬂﬂujg{

#¢ JOHN B. CONAWAY
Licutenant General, USAF
Chief, National Guard Bureau

released from sctive duty of 31 days or more,

Those who parform  trmining of less
than 31 days who suffer an mjury or disability
which renders them undesirable st standard
premmium ratcs, and mem bers of the individuad
ready reserve are eligible for this coverage.
VGLI is available in amounts up to 550,000,

SDV-] is available in amvounts up to
510,000 1o ndividuals relessed from sctive
duty on or sfter April 25, 1951. Under other
than dishonarable condithons, with & service-
connected disability.

VMLI provides Mnancial protection
to cover an cligible veloran®s outstanding
morigage in the event of his or her death, It's
available o severely dizabled velerans who
harve receivied specially sdapied houting grants
from the VA. The magimom smount of
infarance available [z 540, 000,

Burial Benefits — Reservists who die
under homorable conditions while serving on
active duty for training or performing Full-time
service are cligible for interment in & National
Cemetery and to s Government Marker, They are
also entitled o these beneflite upon discharge il
they meet one of these criteriec Completed the
Tull-period for whichcalled. completed 24 months
of sctive-duty service. Received a hardship
discharge or discharge because of service
comnecied disability, Spouses of those eligible
forburisline National Cemetery are alsocligible.

Reservists are entitled 1o burial and plot
allowances if they were entitled 1o compensation
or pension at the tme of death.

Vieterans shouldoontact their regional YA
office regarding their specific situation and how
it applics 1o 8 benefit entitlement,

The Department of Yeterans Affairs offers
toll-free assisance Jocal iclephone directorics
listthe mmmber under United Statcs Government.
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Hometown heroes

Fast-actmg pair saves lives in Gulf

Two National Guardsmen
from Secramento, Calif. are among the
Persian Gull War' s first heroes. Meambers
of & tiny, non-combat unit, they risked
their lives 1o save others in Saudi Ambis
after 25 poand antillery canisters exploded
sboard & buming truck.

SPFC Claeds"Mike™ Rhey, 49,
and Spec. Glenn Jones, 23, combined
quick thinking of heroic’ action to help
prevendinjurcs to st least eight others
in the cxplosion, which showered the
road with shrapnel and Jeft the track &
burned cut hulk .

The two me odd partners in
heroism. Rheyisa Vietnam veteran who
vows o Temain in the war uniil it's over,
and Jones is & homesick soldier who
didn't wani o join the war effort.

“He's mild mannered. He's
calm before & storm. Buot [ know that he
would rigk his life 1o tave somebody,”
gaid Karleen Rhey, Clande's wife, upon
hearing the news Friday. "He can think
clearly when situations are happening.

"Then it started

exploding.

cannisters were
pping like fireworks,
ying ﬂl] feﬂ into the

Vivien Jones, Glenn's wille,
gaid she never expecied her hushand 1o
face a life-or-death situation, He's
assigned to transportation, not combat,
and in past months, has handled clerical
duties. But she's nol surprised at his
hierobism.

Spm:.hnn T. Jones

I kerwew that i he wid put in
tht situation he would doit,” she said. ™1
just never thought of him being in that
situstion.”

The story of the fiery explosion
on & main supply roule serving the Saudi
fromt lines was pleced together by
reporters who drove to the soene without
military cscort. The military's
information burcsy had no sccount of the
incidet Friday.

Explosive charges were
popping like Roman candles duning the
sccidert on & supply route in Sawudi
Arabia, but miraculously an air
emergency medivac helicopter rashed to
the scene minuics |ater was not needed.
Nobody was injured, witnesses said,

Rhey was credited with saving
af least one Army soldier from death or
injury when he wheeled his unarmored
panel truck 1o within 20 yards of the
burning ammo truck 1o wern the soldier,
who was hiding behind & dune, 1o move
farther back.

Rhey gunned his motor smd

Cheney seeks tuition refund
for mobilized students

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney has
wiiten 1o the Mation"s 50 Stale Governors asking for assistance in getting refunds

lor mitdon and lees

paid by National Guardsmen and reservists who could not

findsh school because they were called to active duty.

Federal lnw guarantees that members of the Guard and Reserve will have
their jobs 1o go back 1o st the end of Persian Gull™ War, however, no such legislation
existd o protect those students called o duty.

These students are not guarantoed refunds of wition and fees they have
paid for a semester they have not compleiod, nor arc they guarantocd the right 1o
return (o these colleges and universities upon completbon of their active service.

*To show your support for the Youth of America summoned from the
classroom 1o the battleficld, | ask you to use your good offices and suthority under
st law... Torefund 1o student members of the Guard and Reserve tuition and fecs

they paid for the semester they cannot complete.” Secretary Chency wrote in the
letter,

He also atked the governors to grant these giudents the right to retum o
the classroom when they complete their mililary service.

SFC. Clande "Mike" Rhey

escuped about s minute before the artillery
began exploding, leaving an acrid
gunpowder emell and sbout 100 charred,
twisted cylinders scaliered arcund the
HITA.

Canisters were send (lying from
ithe burning truck and some landed 175
yards away, nearly the length of two
foothall ficlds. Joncs stood just down the
road from the burning wehicle and foreibly
siopped a carload of seven Saudis who
wirt insisting on passing just before the
explosion. They backed off anly afier he
cocked his M-16 rifle,

Sgt. Charles Hicks, 39, a truck
driver with the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guerd, saw the explosion from
about 500 feet away, "The whole truck
wat on fire," he sadd. "Then it slared
exploding. The canisters were popping
like frewodks, Mying 100 feet into the
--Ln

The commandsr of the smmur-
tion comvoy, Ammy Capt. Larry Pruit,
29, of Berwick, Pa. said the two Sacra-
mento Guardem anmay well have avenied

achain-reaction blast nvolving the trucks
inhis corvoy, which were hauling troops
to the Army"s VII Corps near the [ront
limes,

Rhey and Jones are members of
the Army National Guard®s 224th Trans-
portation Detachment, a tiny four-mem-
ber unit whose job is 1o control traffic
along & two-lane highway serving as a
main supply rovie in Saodi Arabin. The
unit was one of the first in Sauwdi Armbia
to be led by & woman, 15t Lt Margarsita
Perex

Rhey said the accident happened
after gasoline sarted leaking from the
ammo truck s foel wnk, “Puel was drip-
ping onto the cxhsust,” he said. “The
driver saw the smoke and pulled over.
He saw & pool of gasoline under the
truck. We happened o come by and
stopped the trallic st both ends. SPC.
lones and me"

Rhey enbd the young sol dier was
crouched behind & dune about 20 yards
from the truck. “I've seen thess things
go-off in Vietnam and | knew that kid
was loo close to be safle,” Rhey said. The
gazoline fire was approaching the ammo
canisters on the back of the Matbed when
Rhcy decided toiake a gamble, Hedrove
tothe crouching soldier and ordered him
to run for his life. Within a minute, the
truck exploded,

Ry said the explosion caused
his mind to flash back w0 January 1967,
when he took shrapnel inthe back becsuse
his truck ran over a land mine,

The younger of the two herocs,
Jones, 23, began working &s & loan
counselor shortly before leaving for Saodi
Arabia,

Rhey, the father of sight
children, is a licensed truck driver
normally processes computer orders for
the California National Guard.

Washington (AFRNS)—
The of Defense has
authorized & waiver on the number

of unused accrued days of leave
that can be sold for payment.

The walver is the result of
Operstions Desert Shicld and
Desert Siorm, end spplizs only to
unused accrued beave from fiscal
years 1990 and 1991,

Current law limits people
to receiving payments for 60 days
of unused leave during their
military career. The National
Defense Authorization Act for

——

Accrued leave may
now be taken in cash

1991 scts aside this 60-day limit
for rescrve component members,
retired reserve members, retired
regularmembersd and fleet reserve
or fleet marine corps reserve
members ordered 1o active duty
other than for training in supporn
of Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

Il relessed from active
duty under honorable conditions,
the mem ber may receive payment
for such leave on the basis of the
basic pay towhich he was entitled
oni the date of discharge.
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129th ARS demonstrates training for media

by Ma}. Bruce Roy
California Alr National Guard

With the news of the first long-
range rescuc behind enemy lines in
Diesert Storm in Janusry, the
medin was hungry for details on the
equipment and tactics used o sccomplish
such & harrowing mission. Unabletoget
much informstion on the type of
helicopter equipment uzed to retrieve &
downed pilot, reporiers tried Io piece
together & plmsible scenario by looking
at realistic training profiles precticed by
clements of the Alr Rescue Service,

One such effort involved the
12%th Air Rescue Squadron (ARS),
Californis Ar National Guard, based s
Maolfet Field With the recent conversion
from the vencrable H-3 "Jolly Green
Giant” 1o the new Sikorsky MH-60G
“Pave Hawk", the 12%th ARS caught the
interest of local television producers
locking to feature the latest in rotorcrali
technology used 1o save lives sround the
world.

Unique because of its long-range
rescue capability schieved through in-
Might refueling from a Lockheed HC-
130P Hercules rescuc tanker, the 12%h
ARS haz tremendous versatility in
delivering lifesaving forces worldwide
in the: form of PJs, para-rescus specialist,
who are trained 1o parachute inlo & sca or
land incident site to adminisier medical
atiention and cffect a rescuc by varous
means, depending on the siteation.

In January, medis crews

representing CNM end KTVU Channel
2, Oalkband, Mew with the 12%th ona day,
fow-level navigation mistion in the Siera
Mevada, followed by an scrial refucling
rendezvous between an MH-60 and and
HC-130 over the San Joaquin Valley.
With the extended range limited only by
the endurance of the crew, and the fuel
capacity of the tanker, the TV cameras
gotan "upclose and personal " perepective
on the challenge of linking two fying
machines inmid nir,

Led by mission commander, LL
Col Claude Roberts piloting the tanier,
with navigaior L1. Col. Steve S peer, 125th
ARS commander, and co-pilot Capt. Scoli
Michaclson, the C-130 crow interceplod
the H-60 in the haze south of Nomics
6,000 [eet above sea level.,

Pave Hawk pilot Maj. Greg Bose
joined up with the tanker “comm out,”
using only visual signals, simulating an
nciual combat environment where radio
silence helps avoid detection,

The tremendous teamwork
exercised among & number of crew
members becomes apparent as the
loadmaster in the C- 130, Master Sgt. St
Loux, inmwes the safety of the entire
process from the aft cargo door and
intercom coordination with the rest of the
crew. From initial sighting of the chopper
o successful contact refocling mnd
subsequent  disengagement, the
loadmasier has the most crucial vaniage
peint of the entire operation.

The synergy of helicopter and
tmnker coembines 1o form e delivery sysicm

A Sikorsky MH-60G Pave Hawk helecoptor.

for highly trained PJs who can pomp into
virtually any environment, day or night,
to rescue stricken aircrews far from
friendly forces.

Ini m second mission o rownd out
the picture for our meager media
spectators, the Pls were taken aloft at
sunset for & night SCUBA jump over
Monterey Bay of Santa Crux. The CNN
camcra man skillfully captured the rush
of excitement s jum pmaster Tech Sgi
Sean Cascy sent the temm out the door of
the C-130 {mdio call sign “King™) into
the dark of night and murk below, guided
by strobe lights on & mft set up by the
safety crew in & recovery boat a safe
distance away.

In areal world scenario, the pick-
up would be made by & chopper (call sign
"Jolly™} with & rescue hoist. For the
purpose of this training exercise,

bostmaster Tech. Sgt Mark Allie and
safety swimmer Tech. SgL Marc Angelo
were in position 1o insure safe recovery
of the night jumpers bed by the Pararescoe
Opcrations non-commission officer,
Master Sgt. Tim Williams. Also in the
boat were a CNN reporter and
cameraman, who recorded anunexpecied
itwist o an alresdy (secinating plot.. the
appearance of a grest white shark, which
wis apparcrtly sitracted Lo the commotion
cauised by the airbome introders disguised
A% AJuALc Criliers.

Fortunately for the crew in the
waler, Jaws appeared to be looking for
lowve s mick dimner. All of the individuals
were recovered withoutl harm, bul the
remainder of the training was conducted
cloger o shors, within the profective
confines of Sants Cror Herbor, which i
Hhﬂl}rmtmrdm

Lady with ‘two hats’ rescues, saves lives twice

by LL Col. David W. Lubbers
Michigan Alr National Guard

Saving lives and assisting people
inneed is starting to become o habit for
Swall SgL Joan A. Mermiewether, an
administrative specialist for the 127th
Resource Mansgement Squadron, localed
althe Selfridge Air National Guard Base
in Mt. Clemens, Mich., is & Isdy with
‘two hats"; one Guard, the other as a
Detroit patrol officer.

Merriewether has aloo boen &
patrol officer for the Detroit Police
Department for the past five years. She
and her police pariner were on rowtine
patrol on last July when they were lagged
dowen by frantic citizens. They were told
that a nearby apartment building was on
fire, with children trépped inside. They
rushed to the building and saw [lames
shooting out the windows,

Merricwether reported, “The firs
thing wedid was notify dispatch o contact
the fire department and have them rush 1o
the scene in Detroit.  Afier the call was
made, she and her partner went inside.”

"Here we encountered heavy
smoke. We heard people yelling and
screaming, She and her partner then

LIFESAVER - Staff Sgt. Joan A. Merriwether mﬁrmnt:d the
ess,

National Guard Lifesavi
commander of tions,

Medal by Col. Allen
th Tl.:l:zm.l

deputy
Fighter Wing, Selfridge

opera
Alr Natlonal Guard Base, Mich. (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Richard
MeClung, Michigan Alr National Guard).

helped lead five citizens o safety oulside
the building," explained the veteran.
But those people wore the casy
ones o rescue. Meomriewether also had to
agsist another trapped victim, "] hesrd &
person yelling in one spartment, but she:

was very panic stricken and would not or
could not open up the locked door. [ then
kicked down the door 1o get 1o her, and
then led this older lady 1w safety.”
Three months later Mermewether
was one of the first people on Lhe scene &t

anafiernoon fire & & senior citizen center
in Detroit.  The Detroll patrol officer
eniered the bailding, along with other
resoue profescionals, snd carmied oot some
dizabled sendor citizens,

This devoted Air Guard veteran
joined the 191st Fighter Interceplor
Group, also locsted st the Selfridge Air
National Guard Base, in 1979, and
transferred to the 127th Resource
Management Squadron in 1983, She is
presently 20 hours short of obtaining her
gingle engine pilot's license, and would
like to fiy helicopiers for the Detroit
Police Department, svistion section.

For their complete disregard of
their porsonal salety both Mermicwether
and her pariner will receive a special
lifoeaving award from the Detroit Police
Drepartment later this year, She was also
awarded the National Guard Lifesaving
Medal for heroic efforts by Col. Allan
Mess, deputy commander, operations,
Mess said it best: “MNo one was killed or
injured in the fire because of her quick
and decigive heroics. The distinclive
accomplishments of Sgi. Memicwether
reflect credit upon herself, the Air
Mational Guard end the United Suaies Air

Force®,
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Questions? Call family,
employer support numbers

B b Deparsment of Deferse policy and long-stsnding millary practice i
provide parsanal natifucation 1o the next-of -kin of service members who ore casualities.
Famlliesof servicemen snd women perticipating kn Operstion Desert Storm may call one
of the following 24-hoar welephane nismbers 1o obtain information of 8 penersl natore,

® UL Ammy - Geneml Information - 1-800-626-1440

* U5 Air Force - General Information - 1-800-253-9276

* L5 Navy - For Immediate Family Membsers - 1-B00-255- 3808
* Genernl Information - | -B00-T32-1206

* US. Marine Corps - For Imenediate Family Members 1-800-523- 2654
® LS. Cosst (usrd - For Immediste Family Members - 1-BO0C28Y- 5724 (Afier

B-00 am Jamuary 17, 19913
* National Guard - General Information « 1-B00L348-4961

* General Information sbout Employer Support 1o the Guand and Reserve

(ESGR) - 1-B00-336-4550,

In sddition, for esch state Mational Gusrd, there are phone numbers: to dial for

Exmily-mippon and employee-suppar information:
FAMILY SUFPORT

]

ATE

T

FAMILY SUPPORT

M-STATE

1-B00-352- 1947

1-B00-32 ] 5534
1-BD0-752-4504
Mone

Dist. of Columbla  Nooe

Deeleware
Florids
Georgla
Cuam
Huwaii
Tdeho
Iilknsis
Imdinna
lown
Kansss
Kentucky
Louisisns
Maine
Muryland
Muszachuosesis
Michigan
Minnesots
Missisippd
Missourd
Morilans

Although these are National Guard phone mambers, the families of Active snd
Reserve srvicamemban are encoaraged 1o use them, alsa,

1 -BO0- 252 -0
1-B00.538- 7600
1-B00-282-4232
Moo
MNons
Nops
1-R00-TZ3-ER68
1-B00-247-3192
1-B00-3156-0149
1-B00-232.1265
1-B00-3T2-T601
1-B00- 54 | -5 550
1-B00-4562-5100
1-B0-452- 25346
1-B00-362-4452
Mono
1-BO0-652-0032
18000672445
1-B004ER- D005
Hone
1-800-626-4325
1-BO0-323-938%
1-800- 3368482
None
1-B00-472- 1810
1-800-342.8108
1-B00- 2434040
1-BO0:-282-T310
1-B00-522-8335
1-B00-452- 7500
1-B00-534- ] 700
None
Mons

DUT-STATE

DO%-271-T283
SO 245-1280
602.267.2593
S01-Tr1-5102
916-854-3252
303.397-3175
203-504-4819
2024336355
M2-334-T10
- B
4046746561
6716230041
8- B9 5067
208- 3895067
21T-TRS-MEXD
37473192
S15-242-5416
P13-265-1052
S02-564-6360
S0 2TR-6 LS
HT-E26-4304
301-576-6019
61T-Sua-0500
5174835801
612-Zh5-448]
&01-973-63T19
A14-TH]-5504
o (Wil =79 2
9196646314
&0 2115 1306
TOL-BET. T46
0. 530-2851
S05-4T3-L38T
S18-TRG-A312
TO01-244-5128
E14-BE5-TO40
A05-415-859]
S00-3TE-4443
TIT-865-0841
BO09-T21-3131
401 -457-4 1%

1-B00-B00-9507 orereea $03- T4 -4 286
1- SO0 BO0-A 50Y qratentis)

1-E00-T34-E273

1-800-252-8032
1-B00-252-B002
1-B00-B35.4576
1-B00-&37-3000

Nome

1-B00-54 24075
1-RO0-5462-R544
1-B00-7-B273
1= B0k 292Gl
1-B00-535-4917

EO0S-390-6T28
615-TR0-5006
1244635000
BOL-524-3766
BO2-Bi-1347
BO0S-TRR-4G53
B TEI- XX
D581 -B927

J04-341-5454
G08-241-T244
307-TER-6208

ESGR

M03-33F-1169

SOT-486-310M

GO2- 2652674
301-371-7010
415-343- 1782
TI9-584-T240
203-238- 5004
HEA433-5115
S02-6584217
T16-845-T284
404-331-2475
6714726736
BOE-533-T1T1
DR 34 1-D0EL
TOE-441-8717
1514618

S13-X33-5200
S02-459.1690
5iod- 9443371
207-889-717F1
202662458
413-THE-390
313-138-1870
612-133-0552
501-487-2650
J14-990-3665
A06-452-9533
PUI-Z75-9711
H3-623-T350
TO2-384-T162
G0 BR 29000
505.293.35 714
Tl6-863-9330
T-235-5313
614-459. 1D
403-355-2371
HA-Z75-5181
2156323100
OG- TE2-63ER
401 THB-Z 00
BO3-435.3550

GO5-584-3292
6157412354
F15-46-6018
BO0-534-6175
BO2-2X8-344.3
BOSTHE-1340
B04-2T2-T4
G- TRE- TR
304-J4E-4T10
A 14-H30- 1479
307-362-3736

Heroic receptions
set for Gulif vets

A herokc reception of units de-
mobilizing from Operation Desert Storm,
is planned, The Army MNationa] Gusrd is
very active in planning numerous
receptions &s urits reconstitute back into
a fully ready organization

Each siate sdjutani general,
ihroughihe direction of Maj. Gen. Donald
Burdick, director, Army National Guard,
was tasked to develop plans that
encompass all the elements for making a
proper welcome and reception,

Guidance was developed by state
retention WOk, state command sergcants
major, Mational CGuard Bureau staff
personnel from public affairs, family
programe, SIDFERS- ARNG,
mobil ization/readiness, personne | and the
Army National Guard Recruiting and
Retention Manag ement Center, Guidance
wat published to mecessfully develop
local plans that encompass the needs of
retumning soldiers and their families,

emplovers, non-deployed soldiers and
their (amilies, and their communitics.

The scops: of the plens is directed
in several directions; to look st what can
be done now, what can be done mt the
demobilization siation, snd what needs
io be done upon retumn o home station
and the suceseding monihe. Mainiaining
en awarencss for the public affairs
opportunitics and incorporating all of the
interested parties in the planning process
are the bigges challenges.

An sdditional benclit of the unit
reception end reconstitution plan is the
positive mmpact made on recraiting snd
retention for thess units. By successiully
involving civic leaders, employers,
femilics, velorans organizations, mayors,
cducators, and religious leaders in the
receplion process moch can be done o
overcome future obstacles to recruiting
and refention

Attention returns
to civilian front

Across the nation thousands have
cheered wnd waved Mags since early
March welcoming soldiers home.

*T"s really a fabubous emotion
being grecied like this becsuse Vietnam
vetorand novier had thiskind of reception, ™
said Master Sgt. Tony Porto, 43, afier
stepping off the plane. His 21Tth
Evacuation Hospital of the Texas
Mational Guard wat smong the (et o be
retumed home,

More than 227 thousand
“weckend warmion” from the Guard
and Reserve were called toactive service
during the Gull War. Army soldicers
gerved with signal battalions, military
police units, chemical units, artillery
banalions, combal engincer units and
infantry units, while Air Guand members
pulled duty in troop transport, refucling,
reconnaissance and tactical units, plus all
the thousands of supporting roles required
to keep planes in the air.

The call-up wag the third lasgest
since World War Il. About 940 thousand
were called during the Korean War and
sbout 300 thoussnd were called during
the Berlin Crisis.

While U.S. forces in Vietnam
were largely conscripted, Guard soldiers
dispatched to Desert Storm were
woluntsers representing a mix of middle
American doctors s policemen, famers
and truckers, Fourty-three percent of the
poople back home knew someone in the
W TOoms.

Even though allics were

outnzmbered in artillery, tanks and troops,
they muilered just 149 combat deaths
compared Lo mn undetermined Iragi loss
of between 25 and 50 thousand.

Gen, Norman Schwarzkopl said
the swieeping victory was duo in part to
the lack of dedication on the part of the
Iraq's soldicrs,

Now, the atiention of Guard men
and womeon Dens 0 reentry into the
civilian job market, recouping lost femily
time, snd contineing interrapted
educational endeavors. American
businesses are showing gratitude with a
host of special offers, price breaks and
gifts for Desert Storm velernns,

Returning members of the 253rd
Transportation Company of the New
Jersey Army MNational Gusnd were offered
another trip to the sands—=this time for a
free overnight stay and meal ot the Sands
Hotel and Casino in Atlantic City.

In many instances Guard
members activated during the Gull War
suffered a drop in pay when they lefi the
civilian sector, Veternns' organizations
and others are examining special needs
ol Desert Svorm veterans and their ability
io pay for homes, cars, and health
infurance.

Those who still have questions
about rights as they reiumn to civilian
jobs, are invited to call the Labor
Department 1odl free, 1-300-442-2VET.
That hotine is saffed between § wm.
and 8 p.m. EST.

&)



Family assistance program
fosters support, involvement
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Benefit Guide,

The National Guard Buresu in 1984 crested &
program that has positive impact an the Guard's ability
io train, mobilize, and deploy in suppon of siste &nd
federal missions, it is called family supporL

"In the carly siages the perception with many in
the Cuard wad that there was no real need for the
program. Manmy members believed they could take care
of themselves, they wouldn't be mobilized anyway.”
said Dorothy Ogilvey-Lee, program manager, Family
Support, "We had to convince others that this was &
worthwhile and necessary program,” said Lee.

MISSION

The mission of the program is to establigh and
facilitste ongoing communication, imvolvement, sup-
port, and recognition between Guard families and the
National Guard in & partnership that promotes the best
inboth. The program is designed to provide infrastnac-
tare that supports the process of identifying, sddressing,
and resolving issues thal impact on a balance botween
Guard service and family stability.

‘The program is a decentralized, grass roots, sl
help program in which Guard unit family needs, inter-
ests, tnlents, and resources coordinate with those of the
community to enhance the quality of life for all parties
irvolved. The femily program deals with issucs like
mobilization, scparations, siste emergencics, and natu-
ral disasters. It is becoming more and more involved in
quality of lif issues such as community action projects,
drug demand reduction, and environmental awareness
Rctivities,

FULL TIME COORDINATOR

Each state and territory has & full ume, federally
funded, family program coordinator. [n addition, each

Informatian grilde for

familias who ae

Waiting
at
home

WKL | L

Mississippl Army National Guard

Army and Alr Guard unit is required to have » family
asgistance officer or other military pointof contact loact
ns linison. Becsuse this is & commander’s program,
there is considershle diversity in how the program is
actually implemented at the wnit level.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunieers are the heart of this program, and the
unit level Family Support Group (F5G) voluntecrs
provide program strength. The FSG is chartered by the
command volumeers who ere trained under the direc-
tion of the fate coordinator, Many staies have » State
Family Program Council as a program advisory group
wnd larger states have reg ional voluntecr coordinators to
facilitate program coordination with the unit F5G's.
Funding for program support costs is provided direcily
to the states from  the National Guard Burcau,

The program has been tested several times in
gate emergencics and nntural disasters such as forest
fires, lurricancs, earthquakes, floods, and tomadocs.
During oversoas military training, it has also been tested
during, “Just Cause™ in Panama, in the case of training
sccident injurics and deaths. Annual mobilization ex-
ercises frequently include family briefings and process-
ing of family members.

OPERATION DESERT STORM

Active duty installations are responsibie for the
families of its assigned soldiers and airmmen. However,
the vast majority of Guard members donot live near an
active duty installation. 'When the need arises, as with
Dicsert Shield/Desert Siorm, National Guard family
assistance cenlers activale W provide linkage between

Nebraska's Prairie Soldler

the military and familics in the civilian community.

Family assistance refers 1o the contractual obli-
gation that the military has to its members and their
familics to provide military mssistance primarily by
uniformed members end civilian employees wo families.
The Family Assistance Center (FAC) serves the rear
detachment function for Guard (amilics.

Family support is the mutual belp and emo-
tional support that family members provide for each
other., Tt brings out the volunieer side of the military/
{am ily partnership.

REFERRAL ASSISTANCE

A highlight of the Guard Family Assistance
Ceniers has been our ability 1o offer information and
referral assistance to cxtended family members of all
services and all components. As of March 1, 1991,
3,008 personnel (including 1,196 volunteers), staffed &
total of 453 family assistance centers 1o serve 186,653
fum ily members and answer 317,670 ielephone inquir-
ies. 317 FACs are currently in operation.

We can all be very proud of the Guard's perfor-
mance on the home front. Now that the cease fire has
been initiated the family program will focus on reunion
and homecomings. Gusrd family sssistance cenders
will continue to provide assistance 1o familics of per-
sonnel in the Persian Gull as Jong as it is necded.

“Based on the Guard experience with Desert
Shield and Desert Storm, we will take family issucs
identified in our lessons learned snd adjust the program
accordingly. We are very intcresied in the emotional
and psychological impact that this experience has had
on our Guard personnel and on their family members,
and we arc particularly concerned about its effect on our
children,” said Lee. "Desent Shicld and Desert Storm
have clearly highlighted the importance of family.”
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First lady, Barbara Bush visited an Arizona Natlonal Guard

famlly showing her support for family assistance. (Arizona
National Guard photo).

The family support group of the 1208th uarlﬁ'mlster Co. Lineville Ala. was active prior
to the units departure In September, 1990, (Photo by Alabama Army Natlonal Guard).

Crowds greet arriving Ohlo Alr Nationai-suardsma.-as they land at Rickenbacker Air National Base, Columbus, Ohlo
coming home from duty In the Persian Gulf. (Photo by 121st Audio-Visual Support Section).

Family Support
< of the Guard

All scross the nation families and the Guard came together
in muiual mopport. The general public too responded wilth rallies

and parades. " OnGuard® dedicatesthis pholoessay (o oursoldiers

ilg stine S hand E“. V/ at " L]
more"” welcome home photo. Matt served with the 142nd Aeromedical
Evacuation Flight, Delaware Alr National Guard. (Photo by Frank Bryson,
Delaware Army National Guard).

I'H._ and alrmen, thelr families, loved ones and friends, to those who
volunieered, were called, served, fought, died and now proudly are
coming home. Special thanks to unit and state public afTalrs stall,

District of Columbia Guardsme

and Staff Sgt. James E. Willlams stock the family support food family support assistance coordinators and groups from Alabama,

closet as Mr. Willlam E. Brown, technician, checks off the inventroy
list, (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Cralg Leaper, National Guard Bureau]. Arizons, District of Columbia, Maine, Kansas, Tennessee, Ohlo
and Delaware for there pholo suppori depleled here.

Justin Russell, Maine Army National Guard, carries
tl;lt ﬂ;ﬂlﬂll‘lﬂl.‘]"luh'[l . (Bangor Dally News
photo).

r

Family support volunteers and media provided a heroes welcome for the 190th
Alr Refueling Group, Topeka, Kans. as the unit arrived with 10 alreraft and 232

personnel from Saudl Arabia. (Kansas National Guard photo). A scene repeated in every tl of the union, briefings for Guardsmen, women and their families were well attended.

Above, Tennessee Army HniJ Guard member with his .
family. (Tennessee Army National Guard photo).
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familie

Simone and Shannon Hall, diuihler! of Staff Sgt. Andre Hall,

274th Military Police Co., District of Columbia, Army National

Guard, are pictured with Ma). Martha Smyth, the new
rations officer. (Photo by Tech. Sgt.

Guard Family

Natlonal

Cralg Leaper, m‘{}?ﬁd Bureau).

By Elliot Brenner

WASHINGTON (UF1) - Long
before anyone everthought the war woald
break out, the armed services were
planning ways w0 help soldiers and
families with the strains and pressures of
their homecoming.

As joyous and emotional as
coming home has boen, Anmy officials
said in interviews with United Press
Initernational that the ad justments soldiers
and familics will have 10 make must be
dealt with,

While the men and women wait
in the Sandi, lragi end Kuweit deserts for
word onwhen theirumits will come home,
they are getting coundeling and advice
from their cheplaing on the changes they
can expect in their lives.

And wives, hushands and other
affected family members are hearing from
officials of the Army Community
Services agency and sisteside chaplains
ahout what they can expect.

The other branches of the ammed
forces have similar programs 1o ease the
transition from & war footing to the calm
of peacetime, but the Army* s is the largest
because of its sheer size.

*You have 10 be carelul not 1o
build up & fantasy of what's going to
happen,” said Maj. Linda Jellen, an
official of the ACS program. “It's not
what you fantasize. It's casy io get into
‘T had it harder' arguments.”

The problems arc intensified

Guard Bureau Family Support staff

Ms. Dorothy vy-Lee

Chief, Family

MNational Guard Bureau
address:

NGB-PRF
4501 Ford Ave., Suite 310,
Alexandria, Ya., 22302-1454

telephone:
03) 756-4847
DSN 2894847

Maj. Stanley R.Lawson

Maj. Stanlcy R. Lawson, s native
of Beckley, W. V., gradusted from
Marshall University in 1972 with a
bachelor of arts degree in education and
aReserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)
commission. Lawson served on active
duty from 197210 1975 asapsychological
warfare officer in Okinawa, Japan, and
an infantry platoon leader, with Firmt
Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

After receiving his master of ans
in education st the University Alshama
in 1979, Lawson joined the Alshama

Army National Guard, 131 Public Affairs
Detachment (PAD). While with the 131
PAD, he served as community relations
officer, operations officer for five

Lawson entered the AGR
program in 1987 as an ROTC instractor
st Wake Forest University, Winston-
Salum, N.C. thon was assigned to National
Cusrd Bureau, Family Programs as
operations officer just three days belore
Iraq invaded Kuwait.

Maj. Martha Smyth

Maj. Martha V. Smyth is a
member of the 1616 Air Refueling Group,
Phoenix, Ariz. Currently she holds the
position as Family Suppont operation
officer, Personnel Resources Family, in
the National Guard Bureas, Washingion
D.C.

Smyth firet came to the National
Guard Burcau on special assignment in
January 1990. Following her special
asgignement, she accepted the position as
deputy chicl, Historical Services, office
of public aflairs, where she headed up the
Desert Stonm historical documentation
teamn. She served inthis position for ten

months before she assumed her camrent
responsibilities in Family Suppon

Smyth received her bachelor of
science in education from Centenary
College, Shreveport, La. Afier
completing her education, she went into
the airline industry and is presently on e
military lesve of absence from Southwest
Adrlines.

Maj. Dickle Carr

Maj. Dickie Carr, Mississippi
Army National Guard was reassigned 1o
the National Guard Buresu m December
1990, and latier became the Desert Shicld
Action officer for persorme] resources,
and family programs. Hehas served over
three years as an assistant professor of
miliary science st Wesicrn Caroline
University, Cullowhee, N.C. and served
over 17 years in armor uniis in
Mississippi.

Carr carned his bachelor of
science in finance from Mississippi State
University, s masters in businecss
sdministration from Delts State
University, and hascompleted Command
and General Stalf College.

s for homecoming

because somany inthe Anmy sremarried.
About 53 percent of the enlisted personncl
aremarried compared with just 15 percent
during the Victnam War. Additionally,
most soldiers were called individually
during Victnam, but the gull war saw
whole units dispatched.

The returning soldicrs may have
& far easier transition than their
predecessors. Few will have spent more
than & year away from bome, and four
days of combat on the ground afier five
months in the desernt pales against the

tours in Vietnam and Korca
Sewme World War 1 1 vets were gone from
home for five years and sometimes Jonger

Among the things soldicrs
returning home will have to adjust o in
many cascs, said Jellen, is wives who are
much more independent than they were
before.

Y oung wives who never handled
the checkbook before the war may be
reluctant o give it up. Ones who could
ot drive or did not drive stick shifis have
been tanght by friends and have a new
freedom 1o exercise. Months of scif-
reliance will have made once dependent
wives far more assertive and willing to
stand up for themsclves.

And the soldiers with young
children they have not scen are being
warned that when they want 1o make
lowe, their wives may be more interested

eresting frustrations they will have 1o
lesrn (o deal with.

Law protects
Guard family

President Bush signed &
bill March 18th expanding
financial and legal protections for
mem bers of the armed forces who
served in the Persian Gull,

Amaong other provisions,
the measure eliminates mny witing
period required for reinstalement
of health insurance sfier the
completion of active duty.

It also protects familics of
1.5, forces from eviction in cascs
where the rent does not exceed
51,200 a month. Currently, the
rentceiling is $150 amonth, setin
1966,

The lcgislation also

they are serving on aclive duty,
and to reinstale coverage later al
the individual's request.

in heeding the cry of the new baby, k____,

i_ i
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137th Tactical Airlift Wlng earns award

500,000TH HOUR -

by 2ndLL. Rory E Polson
Oklahoma Alr National Guard

On December Il |, 1990, & C-130H aircraft
taxicd down the runway soon 10 be airborme. Making
the briefest Might in the history of the Oklshoma Air
MNaticmal Guard the longest, representing over 30 years
and onc-hall million mishap free [ying hours. Upon
landing, the 137th Tectical Alrlifi Wing (TAW)
achicved o military avistion milestone and for the
sccond tme this year made Air Force history,

The Militwry Abrlift Command (MAC) of the
United States Air Foree acknowledge this
accom plishm ent by honoring the 137th TAW with the
MAC 500,000 Hour Unit Flying Award. Even more
impressive , after researching MAC  records back
nearly two decades, it appears the 137 TAW is the first
Alr National Guard unit in history w0 schieve this
moramental mlesone,

“In order 1o understand just how significant an
sccomplishment this is, imagine one aircrafi remaining
mirborne,. . . for 5T years and 14 days.” explained Li
Col. Jude R. Krejci, safety officer forthe 137 TAW. To
schieve one-hall million sccident free Mying hours is
truly remarkable. This places the 137th unit within a
very small and elite group of MAC Mying units all of
which are sctive Alr Force units,” Krejed stated.

Krejei farther explained the parpose of the
unit flying hour award is 10 recognize a significant
namber of mishap free flying bours, “This awerd, as
part of the Air Forcesalety program, recognizes flying
units with ouistanding safety records. 1t is the basic
goal of the safcty program to preserve Air Force
combat capability. Mishap prevention is vital iokecping
& combal ready posture,"said Krejel.

"The safety record of the carly military Micrs
was dismal, 1o say the least.” commented Krejel, , "In
1943, the Army Air Force had over 20,000 major
aircraft mishaps alone. That's 56 major mishaps per
day and we lost over 5,600 crew members thal year

Maj. Gen Donald Farrell (left) and Brig. Gen. Jerry Whitman
My the 500,000th hour achleving a major Oklahoma aviation milestone. (Oklnhoma
Air National Guard photo.)

alone. Since the Air Force has developed it's flight
safety program and beginning in 1974 ithas experienced
less than 100 mishaps annually. Remarksbly flight
michaps totaled only 50 during fiscal yesr 1990,

How does the Air National Guerd compare 1o
the active duty Ak Force in Mying safety? The Alr
Guard has just com pleted the safest vear of Mying init's
history recording only 1.38 mishaps per 100,000 Might
hours, well below the sctive Alr Porce's rate of 1.51.
Furthermore, MAC gained units in the Air National
CGuard finished 1990 with no recorded mishaps, The
137 TAW leads other Air National Guerd units into a
new decade dispelling old myths that the Air Guard is
poorly trained and ill equipped. The Air National
Guard is proving itsell a vital component of the total
force concept and crucial 1o the national defense.

In light of Operation Desert Shicld, mission
rendiness i of crucial concemn o Guard and Researve
units. The 137 TAW is based st 'Will Rogers World
Airport i Oklahoma City. It is comprised of 26 C-
130H cargo nircraft dispersed smong three flyving
units; the 1B5th Tactical Airlift Squadron in Oklshoma
Ciry, the 130th Tactical Alrlift Group, in Charleston,
W.Va., and the 165th Tactical Airlift Group in
Savannah, Ga. The wantime missbon of the 137 TAW
would be providing close air combat support 1o U5,
ground troops and their allies. The Might crews are
trained o My into forward combat positions and deliver
needed supplies, equipment and personnel by airdrop.

“This wing's accomplishments cannot be
attributed mercly to individual cfforis but o the
thousands of dedicsied Air Guardsmen who have
served this unit over the past three decades.”™ siated
Col. Ron McKinney, Air Commander of the 137th
unit. "To keep these aircraft Mying safely requires the
combined efforis of aircrew members, maintenance
and support personnel.  Bach guard member has
contribuled 0 the soccess of the 13Tth TAW.” he
concladed.

According 1o Brig. Gen. Jerry W, Whitman,
commander of the 137th, "[t"s no coincidence the 137

TAW made Air Force history taicethis year. This past
summer our wing scored 99.5 percent| on it's Alrcrew
Standardiz stion/Evaluation progrem (Sten/Eval) which
is the heart of our mircres training, the highest scome
everrecorded in MAC, The Stan/Eval sircrew training
program was developed as & result of the Air Force
safety program. I'd be willing 1o wager a strong
correlation exisis between having one of the best
mircrew training programs in the Ar Porce and our
higiory making flying safety asurd.”

The General concluded t the past
decades it hag been the moo of the 137 TAW w fiy
safely, cfficiently and be prepared 0 defend car
country in the event of war."

Commanding the mircrew of the historic
December Might was Brig. Gen. Jemry W. Whitman.
Whitman has sccumulated 3,637 bowrs of fying
without & major accidenl. The other sircrew members
participating were: L. Col. Robert L. Bordwine Jr.,
{co-pilot) with 10,02% hours; Lt. Col. Jean P, Blackard
(navigator), with 10,556 hours; Senior Master Sgt
Jimenie H. Comell {fligh engineer), with 17,25 | hours;
and Chiel Masier Sgt. Daniel M. Mizial (Joadmaster),
with 13,314 hours. Collectively, this aircraft represents
56,517 hours of mithap free Mying.

e
MAJESTIC WINGS

i]H-;l.HiHufl‘luiunl
Rhoede fIsland AIr
Natlonal Guard

The eagle soars with
majeslic wings,
0'er desert
mountains high.
Toassure that peace and
freedom rings,

into the sunsel he Tlies,

and

Thou one from the nest
for miles and days,
He endures the pains of
flight.

To grasp the breeze that
liberty pays,

He veniures throughout
the night.

As the sun burns through
the morning mist,

His senses are pure und
free,

To foster thet gnutwhl:h
can enist. ;
kl._lin call it democracy.

7




Pq-e 12, ON GUARD, April 1991

National Guard |n|t|ates demand reduction program

by Kathleen Jewell
Matlonal Guard Buresu Public
Alfsirs

As part of ils ongoing counter-
drug initistives, the National Guard is
exploring new ways itcan direct resources
and “kenow how™ 10 help fight the demand
front in the nation"s drog wer.

Although the Army and Air
Guard have been supporting law
enforcement in fighting the supply side
of malion's drug problem for over o
decade, focus on demand reduction
through enhanced community
irvobvement is a relstively new concept
for the Department of Defense,

*The Guard, has, En many ways,
served as & vanguard in Dol)'s coanter-
drug support efforts,” said Lt. Col. Marty
S1evens, from National Guard Burcau's
Directoraic of Military Support. “This
Iatcst initistive i just another way the
Guard iz being used to strengihen
communitics and "adding walue' to
America,"™ he said,

The Guoerd”s new drug prevention
mnd demand reduction program, hailed
as ambitious by many Guard officials,
was olficlally unweiled in spring, 19940,
when LL Gen John B. Conaway, chief,
National Guard Bureay, invited all states
i submil volunisry plans 1o help the

Maj. Gen. Willlam Navas, Jr.
Buress begin  developing &
comprehensive drug prevention and
demand reduction program,

"The resporse from the salcs
wit ovarwhelmingly positive,” Sievens
eaid. “Axof Jamuary, 1991, 35 states had
provided input to the Burean indicating
alrcady taking place or are in the
developmental stages. We also
discoverod that many of these programs,
which sre conducied by Guardmembers
voluntarily and with existing resources,
have been up and running for years,” he
aaid.

In & recent speech o the Bonder
Interdiction Committee, an arm of the
President"s Drug Control Policy Coancil,
Maj. Gen. William Navas, vice-chiel,
Mational Guard Burcan, outlined several
key initistives the Guard has undertaken
to support local, stale and federal law
enforcement in combating illegal drugs
in local communities across the United
States.

“MMany people don't realize that
the Guard's involvement in the drug
prevention war goes as far back as the
seventics,” Nevas gald. “As "grassroots’
Americs bocame increasing by concemed
ower drugs in our commuanitics, more and
more states indicated a desire to draw on
Guard manpower and assets to help kocp
drugs from resching our kids,™ he said.

Haovas" 19 March gpeech also
drew sttention o the Guard's newest
initistive in the drug prevention and
demand reduction srena.

""We all recognize that an
integral part of the president’s anti-drug
program is diminishing demand here st
home,” he said. "Although the Guard
has, for over n decade, been o key player
in limiting the flow of illegal drugs
throughout the United States, we're now
locking to cxpand our involvement as we
lock st how we can effectively direct

New study estimates costs of drug,
and mental illness at $273 billion annually

Resulis of s major study recently
released by Predenick K. Goodwin, M.D.,
sdministrator of U5, Department of
Health and Human Service (HHS) Aloo-
hol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Ad-
ministration, exposed economic costs (o
the nation from alcohol and drug abuse
and mental illness.

The study estimsics total costz of
these public health problems in the Lindied
States at 5273.3 billion in 1988, includ-
ing $129.3 billion for mental ilincss, 5858
billion for alcohol abuse end $58.3 hil-
lion for drug abuse,

The base year of 1985—themost
recent year for whichreliable dats sources
are available—was used by the study 1o
cslimale economic costs of treatment,
reduced productivity, monality, crimi-
nal justice expenditures, and other relaied
costs ineach of the problem arcas. These
estimates were then projected to 1988
using inflation and other fsctor.

"This study reproscnis . signifi-
cant advance in analyzing the cconomic
impact of mental e sddictive disonders
on the nation,” seid Assistant Secrectary
for Health, James 0, Mason, MLD.,D.P.H.
“Clearly these public health problems
place an enormous drakn on the nation in
dollar terms, as well as in personal pain
wned griel, and in lives disrapied and lost.™

Owerall, 36 percent of the Lotal
economic loss of $273.3 billion was due

tolost mnd reduced productivity (morbid-
ity), & measuremnent of lost carnings of
those suffering from mental and sddic-
tive disorders; 24 parcent went for treat-
ment-related costs; and 16 percent for
lost eamnings due o premature death from
an alcohol, dnug or mental disorder, Other
costs, such as law enforcement, auto
crashes, lires, and lost productivity by
crime victims and care givers, acoouni
for the other 24 percent.

The study shows that the types of
costs vary dramatically among the three
disorder categonies:

- Of the toia] 2358 billion in
1988 projecied costs for alcohol sbuse,
for example, reduced productivity sc-
counts for $33 billion, or 38 percent, and
morality losses of $28.5 billion for 33
percent.  Other alcohol abuse costs in-
clude treatment, $8.7 billion, snd non-
health costs, $13.8 billion.

= Of the total 5583 billion in
1988 for drug abuse, 542.2 billion, or 72
pereent, is for non-health cons related 1o
crime, including law enforcement, pri-
vate legal expenditures and property de-
sruction. Lost productivity scoounts for
$7.2 hillion, trestment for 32.7 billion
and mortality for $3.0 billion.

- OF the total 5129.3 billion in
1988 for menial illness, the major con-

tributors are lost productivity, $57.0 bil-
lion or 44 percent, and treatment, $55.4
billion or 43 percent. Mortality costs
smount to §11.0 billion and non-health
costs to §3.8 billion.

“The study uscs ncw data on
provalence of alcohol, drug snd mental
disorders provided by the reconmt
"Epidemiologic Catchment Area™ (ECA)
survey. The ECA is the first diagnosis-
based population survey on mental and
sddictive disorders. The study also pro-
vides the most eomplee estimates 1o dute
of the cost impact of mental problems in
the work force, including the value of
time lost to give care o mentally il
[umily members.

“This study reports very sub-
stantinl costs, which represent imposing
health and social problems.” said Dr.
CGoodwin *Yet, weknow these totals sre
only rock botiom estimaies. In fsct,
among health problems, the mental and
addictive disorders in particular have been
consistenily underreporied 1o avoid
stigma 1o the patient. We have no way of
knowing the magnitude of the underesti-
mates — which clearly will vary smong
the three arcas — but we believe them 1o
be substantial, especially for costs asso-
ciated with alcohol and drag abuse.”

Gaps inthe 1935 data also result
from other causes, some of which relate
to key problems that have arisen inrecent
years, For insiance, the linsncial impact

Guard resources to help solve the demand
side of the drug problem,™ he: said.

By working hand in hand with
the myriad of community based
reduction mnd swareness programs, Guand
participation provides drug free role
models while helping incresse community
awarenesd aboul the dangers of drug use,
according to Frank Bray, deputy director
for Militery Support & MNational Guand
Busrean.

Through = three-pronged
approach which siresses 2Wareness,
prevention and mentoring through role
models, Guard wolunlcers assist in
targeting current and future drag users by
educating them shout the dangers of illicit
dmug use,

“Guard cfforts, in many ways,
serve as a “force-multiplier’ —balstering
existing programs with people,
EXpErience, resources, management and
training skills,” says Stevens, who has
responsibility for evaluating staie plans
for the national demand reduction
program st the National Guard Bureau.

“Although this new effon is sl
in its infancy, the potential for growth in
the nineties is enommous,” e said,

alcohol

on socicly from crack use is nod included,
becsisc the crack cpidem ic hit the Linited
Stales after 1985, Costs resulting from
crack arc rocognized as considerable, &5
are other drug epidemic-related costs,

The costs of caring for drug-ex-
poscd babics, abused children, and cer-
tain victims of violence, including homi-
cide, are large and growing. Also not
rellected ks any illicit drag use that did
ot lead 1o use of the treatment system,
work abseniceiom, or some other mes-
surahle economic loss.

In sddition, becauiee doctors of-
ten choose not 1o make & formal chart
disgnosis of drug or alcohol sbuse, data
on pumerois health problems that can be
caused or exacerbated by aleohol or drag
consumption, e.g., pancreas, esophageal
““-hrlﬂllﬂm Ipm‘ ltF-..ll.lll Il,
endocrinologist, are clearly underesi-
mstion.

Dr. Goodwin emphasized that,
in spitc of these gaps, the sudy repre-
senis an important schicvemeont thal will
help the nation recognize the tragic scope
of sddiction and mental problems. How-
ever, he stressed, “There remaing an ur-
gend need 1o develop more comprchen-
sive national data bases on these disor-
ders, Improving our knowledge of the
costs of these disorders will help us 1o
betier measure the effectivencis of our
treatment and prevention effons.”
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N. Y. Guard praised for role in drug war

by Ist Lt Gary W. Machinal
MNew York National Goard

The Dmug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) came to the
Hesdquarters of the New York National
Guard 19 recognize the soldiers and
nirmen for what they called “one of best
kept gecrets in New York."

Robert A. Bryden, special agent-
in-charge of the DEA"s New York ficld
Divizion, publicly recognized the of the
men and women of the Mew York
National Guard for what he called the
“domestic drug war.™

Afer 20 months in the drug
interdiction business the New York
Mational Guard ook 8 bow lor their efforis
in the direct scizure of what federal
authoritics estimate st $264 million worth
of illcgal narcotics and contraband and
£7, 768 998 in cash and travelers checks,

Additionally, the New York
Mational Guard has "indirectly™ assisted
in the seizure of contraband by providing
manpower and material suppont o the
law enflofcement community.

Bryden, presented two awards 1o
the Guard. The first was to the entire
Mew York National Guard family for
their “significant conmbutiontothe DEA
and the National War on Drugs.” The
second one wias o whom Bryden termed
the "Top Guy”, Maj. Genlawrence
Flynn, Adjutan General end commander,
Mew York Army National Gusrd, for his
“emphasis and direction™ in counter
narcotics support

"] think the performances has beon
nothing less then extraord inary,™ Bryden
sabd regarding the suppori his agencses
receives [rom the Guard,

"This is & very critical part of our
mission,” Flynn remarked ashe accepled

the awards from Agent Bryden.

The largest sing le scizure, was in
May of 1989 when gusrdsmen and 11,5,
Customs agents put the squeeze on five
drug haulers aftempting to smug gle 5200
million dollars worth of cocaine found
hidden in cans |abeled orange slices af
the Red Hook Ocesn rerminal in
Brookiywn, New York.

“Dur most recent significant
seizure was back in September,” suid
Counter-Narcotics Coordinator Lt Col.

Richard Buehler. “'We along with L3,

Customs agents found $6.5 million in
cash hidden in 26 meotal containers marked
"Bull Seamen’.

The Mew York Mational Guard
brings a lot of experience, expertise,
equipment and know how to the drug
war," Bryden said.

Buchler sreased the application
of the Mew York National Guard's
resources within the context of their
approved missions it limited only by the
imagination and resourcefulness of the
lnw enforcement commuonity.

The DEA iz becoming very
dependent on the help provided by the
HMational Guard Bryden noted, doe to the
relative small size of his agencies.

“We have to sugment our
resources and the Matbonal Gusrd has
been o gresi way to do that™ Bryden
sdded.

As a cloging remark to the 150
people gathered o witness the ceremony
Bryden added, *I think we have the best
Mutlonal Guard unit in the country to
wiork with and | thank all of you."

New York Guardsmen light up seized marijuana plants while participating in the domestic drug war.

MARVIAND

Director, Air National Guard
(ANG), Maj. Gen. Philip G.
Killey (right) presents the ANG
drug abuse education poster to
U.S. Congressman S5Steny H.
Hoyer (D-MD), member of the
House Appropriations
Committee and co-chair of the
Federal Employees Task Force.
The community anti-drug
program, Iin which Senlor
Master Sgt. Robert J. Baggstrom
(left) participates, serves the
Prince Georges County Hotline
and Suicide Prevention Center
in Rep. Hoyers district.
Bagstrom, past winner of the
ANG's "Quistanding Alrman ol
the Year" Award and a career
Guardsman for 27 years, was
featured in the January 1990
"On Guard" and August 19%0
"Alrman" In articles about his
work in drug prevention and
education. (National Guard
Bureau photo.)
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New survey shows decline in illicit drug use

Health and Human Services,
(HHS) Secretary Lowis W. Sullivan,
M.D. recently released resulis of the
department’s 1990 National Houschold
Survey on drug abuse, which contimses
toshow declining vse of mostillicit drags
by Americans, including & dramatic 43
perecnt. drop in “ourrent” (used at least
onct in the past month) cocaine usc sinoe
the last survey in 19848,

“We wre secing the fruits of our
long-standing efforts 1o rid this country
of the devastating hold of flicit drugs™
Sullivan ssid. Dr. James 0. Mason,
assistant secretary for health said, "The
news is encouraging and will provide
reinforcement 1o the millions of people
who have been working to eliminate te
drug sbuse problems that have affected
so many of us.”

During the past
five years, current

Among the continuing severs
problems, Sullivan cited the fact that
emong the 6.2 million past-vear cocaine
users in 1990, 662,000 (10,6 percent)
used the drug once & wock or moro.
However, even the 562,000 represenied
adecline inthe total number from 862 000
in 1988, In addition, 336,000 (5.4
percent) used cocaine daily or almodt
dadly throwg hout the year, comparcd with
Z92.00:) in 1988,

"We must reach out,
more vigorously to this
core of persons who are

heavy drug users."

The survey alzo lownd diat while

individuals in large metropolitan sress
(7.3 percent); those living in the West
region (7.3 percent); and the unem ploved
population (14.0 percent).

Marijuana remains the most
commonly ueed illick drog in the United
States. Approximately 655 million
Americans (33.] percent) have tried
marijumna at lcast once in their hifstime,
and 20.5 million people had wsed
marijusna of least once in the past year,
Of these past-year users, 5.5 million used
marijusna once & week or more and 3.3
million used the drug dally or almost
daily, “Current” use of marijuana has
been decreasing since 1979, when there
were 225 million{ 12.7 percent) users. In
195, there were 102 million (5. | percent)
cumrent UseTE.

Current alcohol snd cigareie use

the 60.1 million women 15-44 years of
age (the childbesring years), have used
an illicit drug in the past month. Slightly
over 500,000 (0.9 percent) used cocaine
and 3.9 million (6.5 percent) wsed
marijusns in the past month.

— Among 18-34 yesr old full-
time cmployed Americans, 24,4 percent
uscd an illicit drug in the past year, and
10.5 pereent used an fllicit drug & the
past month., OF these full-time workers,
9.2 percent wsed marijusne, and 2.1
percent uied cocaine in the past month.

— Among 20-34 year old's who
have not completed high school, 15.6
percend were current moan juanas users and
2.9 percent were current cocaing uers.
The raics mre higher than rates for high
school gradustes of the same age (9.3
percent and 1.8 percent).

TheMational
Household Survey is &

cocaine wuse  has
decreased a total of T2
percent. The number of
cumeni COCRING USCTE
dropping from 3.8
million (2.9 percent of
the population age 12
and older) in 1985 10 2.9
million (1.5 percent) in
1988, 1o 1.6 million (0.8
pereent) in 1990,

The 19590 sarvey
also found & 44 percent
redisciion in carrent use
of amy illicit drug in the
past five years, down
froem 23 million in 1985,
o 14.5 million in 1988,
to 1229 million in 1990,
The overall raie for
cuarrent use was 6.4
percent, down from 7.3
percent in 1988, 0

Youth sre one
of the major concems,
and the number of
adolescents using drugs
fell by 13 percent from
1.8 million in 1988 10

75

& Z
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2

Any illicit drug use
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Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, monitoring the future, 1990

probability-based ssmple
of 9259 people
represcniative of the U5,

nursing
dormitorics, hospitals,
juils, prisons, or the
homicless,

The 1990 survey,
conducted in March-June
this year, represenis the
1Othin & series of furveys
conducied every 1wo 1o
three years since 1972 by
the Nathomal Institule on
Chrug Abuse (NIDA). In
oder 1o monitor changes
in drug use closely, dais
collection will now be

Lifetime

Annual

Drug Control Strategy.
Sullivan announced

ihe resulis of anoiher

NIDA survey, the latcst

1.6 million in 1990, In

addition, sdolescents currently using
cocaine fcll by 49 percent from 225,000
in 1988 10 113,000 in 1990,

"Despite this
|mpres5we good news
about our p
reversing our nahun s

drug using habits,
however, many
pockets of serious
drug prnhlems
remain...

"Despite this impressive good
Aews Sboul 0ur progress in reversing our
nation’ s drug using habits, however, marmy
pockets of seriou s drug probliems remain, ™
Sullivan said.

the number of current cocaine users
decreased in 19940, the number of curreni
crack users remained siable. There were
nearly hall & million current crack vsers
among the 1.6 million current cocaine
HEETE,

"We must reach oul more
vigorously to this core of persons who
are heavy drog users. They no doubt
mccount for & significant portion of the
violence, crime, child abuse and other
destructive behaviors associsted with
drug use,” Sullivan said.

The secretary also noted that in
spite of the overall decline to 6.4 percent
in any current illicit drug use,
demographic subgroups with higher rates
included young adults age 18-25 years
old {14.9 percent); blacks (8.6 percent);

continued o decline in 1990 & it did from
1985 w 1988, There were 102.9 million
current drinkers of alcoholic beverages
in 1990 compared with 113.1 million in
1985 and 105.8 million in 1988, Weekly
alcohol drinkers decreased from 546
million in 1985, to 47.3 million in 1988,
to 41,7 million in 1990,

Current cigareite use during this
period dropped from 603 million (32
pereent) in 1985, o 57.1 million (29
perceni) in 1988, 1o 53.6 million (27
percent) in 1990, Secretary Sullivan said,
“This represenis a decrease of 6.7 million
perions smoking cigareties in the pasi
five years, | view thizs as & remarkable
achicvement as more and more people
slarl taking responsibility for their own
health.”

iOther survey findings include:

=—{iver 4 Bmillion (8 percent) of

guaricr resulis ol the Dirug
Abuse Warning Network (DAWN).
DAWN gives an indication of drug related
cmergencics in the nation"s emergency
TOHOETH §,

Cocaine mentions  decreased
significanily from the first quarier of
1990 (8,323 mentions) by 9.5 percent (1o
7532 mentions) in the second quanier of
1990, Since the third quarier of 1989,
there has been & 30 percent decrease in
CMEEENCY room cocking mentions. Since
the second quarier of 1988, all drug
mentions, including cocaine, decressed
from 40,002 mentions 1o 32 985 mentions
in the second quanter of 1990,

The secreiary noled that this
reflected a system wide trend, and agrees
with the declining prevalence observed
in the National Houschold Survey on
Drug Abuse and the High Schoal Senbor
SUrvey.
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National Guard
Kudos

The 1415t Mission Support Flight (ANG), customer Sup-
port Section, Fairchild AFB, Wash. has been selected as the Air
Reserve Forces recipientof the Qutstanding Air Force Informa-
tion Management Award presented for their contribution to
information management in support of the Air Force mission
during the year 1990,

The following individuals and units have been sclected as
m:ipimuufﬂmlﬂﬂhirﬂuﬁumlﬂuudmmw,hng
Awards for Outstanding Military Logistics:

Individuals

Plans & Progrems: Senior Manager
Maj Willinm D. Bryan, Jr.
116th Tactical Fighter Wing, Dobbins Air Force Base, Marieita, Ga.

Plans & Programs Manager
Capt. Oscar 1. Copenhaver
117th Tactical Reconnalssance Wing, Birmingham Municipal Airport,
Birmingham, Ala.

Plans & Programs Superi
Master Sgt. Gail M. Turle
I!MT‘H&:IH;IMWI:EED“HMIH-L

Plans & Programs Technician
Technical Sg1. Christopher J. Dates
217th Engincering Installation Squadron, O-Hare Air Reserve Forces
Facility, Chicago, 111,

Outstanding Military
Logistics
Plans & Programs Units

180th Tactical Fighter Group
Toledo Express Airport, Swanton, Ohio,

2818 Combat Communications Group,
Coveniry Air National Guerd Station, Covertry, RLL

Fourth Army Noncommissioned
Officer (NCO) and Soldier of the
Year board are as follows:

Spc. Elizabeth A. Lewis, Wisconsin - Army Na-
tional Guard Soldier of the Year.
Cpl. Thomas G. Hogan, Iowa - Army National
Guard NCO of the Year.

Nebraska firemen traih
for real thing in Panama

By Cadet Gall Mendes | 10th Public
AlTairs Delachmeni
Rhode Island Army National Guard

HOWARD AIR FORCE
BASE, Panama — Alerm! The siren
blared the firefighters 1o duty. The
deserted fire aation was now filled with
men quickly donfing their protective gear,
The sirmen of the 155th Tactical
Reconnaissance Squadron, Fire
Department Branch, Nebrasks Air
National Guard, lsunched their fire trucks
and raced to their destination,

But there was something very
different about this mission. They were
not plowing through & smow covered
munway in Lincoln. In fact, they were
sweating heavily inthe heat. Their bright
yellow fire trucks gleamed inthe tropical
sun. This was a training excrcise at
Howard Air Force Base, Panama, where
the airmen were stationed this year for
two weeks of annual training.

The 12-man team is aitached 1o
the 155th Civil Engi Squadson,
Nebraska Alr National Guard, also from
Lincoln, who were in Penama, recently,
completing several construction projects.

The firefighters are routinely
deployed with the engineers for annual
training, where the guardemen get training
that they can't get at home.

Fire Chicl Robert Siemeen, a
Senior Master Sgt. forthe 155th, believes
this annual training is invalusble. o
provides an epporiunity Lo train on
equipment they don't have ot their unit
and they also learn how to handle
emergencies with different kinds of

Maj. Gen. Donald B. Burdick prn:u the Command Sergeants

mErcrafi

“This kind of efficiency training
keops us ready for all types of situations.
It's a challenge. I the balloon goes up,
such as it has in Operation Desert Storm,
W are prepared,” he said.

Sicmsen and his crew enjoyed
their duty in Panama ss a welcome relief
from the below-freezing temperatures of
the harsh Nebraska winter,

Because they are short handed,
the active Air Force of the 24th Civil
Engincering S quadron’s Fire Department
Branch looks forward to visits from anits
like the 155th,

Sgt. Guillermo Torres-Luna is a
erew chief at the 24th"s fire station, “We
are working with only the minimum
musn ber of active duty personnel here,”
he said. "Many have not taken leave fior
months. When the Air Guard comes in,
we pee & chance 1o get our time off.”

Muster Sgt. John Ware, assistan
chiefl of operations for the 155th, believes
that sssisting s short-handed fire
department and keeping familiarized with
the latest equipment is only part of the
reason why the gusrdsmen came 1o
Panama.

“We can do more than train
here,” he said. "W respond 1o actual
emergencics, and in that capacity we can
make a real difference.™

As it happened, the only actual
emergencics for the airmen were a few
emall brush fres and there were more
opporunities o train, Ware, a 10-year
unt veteran said, “When the sirens aren’t
blaring for real emergencies... that's

Major Plaque to Staff Sgt. Michael G. Crowley, Co B 2nd
Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group (ABN) In a recent ceremony
In the Pentagon. Staff Sgt. Crowley was selected as the Army
National Guard Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year in 1990,
but was unable to attend the original awards ceremony held during
the EANGUS Conference in Minneapolis, Minn. StafT Sgt. Crowley
Is a member of Maryland Army National Guard. Picture left to
right, Command Sgt. Ma). Steve Blackwood, Maj. Gen. Donald
Burdick, Staff Sgt. Mike Crowley and Command Sgt. Maj. Wilson
Thornton, State Command Sgt. Maj., Maryland ARNG.



Page 16, ON GUARD, April 1991

Task Force 354 opens roads
to Panama’'s 2nd largest city
Hk\‘(
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by Capt. Mary E. Collins
1Oth Public Affairs Detachment

Rhode Island Army National Guard

NOMBRE DE DIOS, Panama
—Topeople in en isolated village, aroad
is & link 10 the outside world. We may
take for granted our hometown embalance
service, hopping on the highway to get 1o
work, or getting our shopping donc i &
comveniently located mall. But residents
of villages such as Nombre de Dios have
towalk miles, sometimes over a period of
days, to get the most basic services or
goods. Through Exercise Fuertes
Ceminos "91 - Panama, the National
Guard is helping people in rural Panama
and getting valushle training sl the wame
timie,

“We're opening up the road 1o
Colon,” said Task Force 354 executive
officer L. Col. Clarence Dawlkins. *And
in doing so we're helping provide amcans
of enhancing these poople®s lives." Co-
lon, Panama’s second largest city, isthe
main business center for the reghon. Itis
located on Panama's Caribbean coast.

According to Dawkins, the task
force operales on a rolation £y siem that i
“complex but efficient.” The "duration
stall™ stays for cither the entire eight-
month deployment or for four months,
when Missouri Guarnd goldiers “hand off™
the operation 1o the Alshama National
Guard.

By the end of the tenth rotstion,
more than 5,000 men and women of the
Army and Ajr National Guard will have
dediested their anrual training 1o the
exercise. Inaddition toroad construction
projecis, they will have worked om bu-
manitarian services such as renovating
schools and providing medical care, for
five isolsted villages. These villages,
with between 200 and 5,000 inhabitants,
dot this country’s Caribbean coast

The existing road, not muchmore
than & trail, shows the damage of many
cight-month rakny scasons here. “Even
horses couldn’t travel these roads during
the mainy scason,” sald Sgt Ist Class
Michae]l Phillips, task force operations
sergeant, “We have to build the rosd
above the walerline. Otherwise, the road
will end up as nothing more than a disch,™

Dawkins, an Alshama Army
National Guard officer, mbd, "The frst
units here did a hasty upgrade as they
winil along toward the new base camp.
The equipment which could raverse the
roads sl that point just filled in pothobes
and did some grading.”

Extremely heavy equipment,
such as cranes and balldozers, were de-
livered 1o Nombre de Dios by sea 1o
avoid damaging the fragile road sur-
e

*This is real-life waining,”

|

PENCILING - Staff

Squadron, Minnesota Alr National Guard, lends a hand as 22-yea

|

Pat Hayek, a power production techniclan, 133rd Civil Englneering
o . r-old Carmelo Rodriguez marks

e 8

roof rafters on a school. The Alr Guard squadron spent thelr two week annual tralning restoring the
schoolhouse, with volunteer help from many of the villagers. (Photo by SPC. Bill Kelley, 110th Public

Affalrs Detachment).

Dawking said. “We get to do work here
that we normally wouldn't get in the
United Saates.”

The soldiers and airmen have o
live as well as work in these isolated
arcas. Their temporary home is Camp
Thomas, task force base camp near the
small village of Nombre de Dios.
Dawkins called it the best base camp
setup he's ever seen.

Part of &n engineer unit’s mis-
gion calls for constructing base camps
during wartime, and these soldiers put in
extra effort building Camp Thomas.
*They do this not only for their com fort,
but for the practical training opportu-
nity,” said Dawkins.

“We just can't work the troops
from dask 1o dark and then have them
sleep on the ground and say that,s all we
can do for them,” said Dawkins when
asked why the task force encournged the
engineers © pul so0 much effort into
buailding the camp.

They use gravel from & local
river 1o make cement for bridge pilings,
scrounge scrap wood o make simple
furniture fior their work aress, and devise
special tools for jobs they don, L normally
do. "Atiitude accounts for 75 percent of
what we accomplish,” said Dawikins, “snd
we have sccomplished a grest deal.™

Missouri Army National Guard
Li. Col. Clyde A. Vaughn, Task Force
354 commander, has exiensive experi-
ence with similar eng incering operations
in the U5, Southern Command, includ-
ing exercises in Honduras, Penama and
Ecuador.
“It gets in your blood,” Yaughn
said of the engineering projects in Cen-
tral and South America. “The soldiers
here are serving real-world, missions.
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ates a front end loader at a road construction site during her
two week annual training near Nombre de Dios, Panama. (Photo
by Staff Sgt. Wendell Graham, 110th Public Affairs Detachment).

And the National Guard has come a long
way,” he explained. "We're doing more
complex work now than we could five
yours ago.”

Although the troops participat-
ing in this exercise are primarily engi-
meers, mamy other also traln
here. “We have a large military police,
here,” said Vaughn “We also have an
extensive headquaners command and
support activity.”

* Albout half of the people work-
ing on this project have participated in
gimilar msignments in Central and South
America before,” Vaughn said. "You
can pick them out right away, because
they feel comfortable working in this

type of environment where they get o
work closely with the local population.™

“Ti"s important for & Guard uni
to go through s real mobilizstion pro-
cess,”™ said Vaughn "The more training
that s unit gets like this, the more preparcd
they are.” According 1o Vaughn, units
that participals in overscas deployments
like this are much more likely 1o makean
casicr ransition (o active duty siatus when
they arc mobilized.

The Guard engineers not only
provide a service 1o the Panamanians, but
they receive realistic training st the ssme
time. “The troops find this work pes-
somally rewarding,” said Vaughn. "They
fezl a sense of urgency to complele the
project on time and do their job well.”



