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Guard assists on two fronts
C-130s drop Idaho 'weasels'
into Sarajevo into Kuwait
By Capt. Phil Blahut By MSgt. Mac Everett

National GuardBureau and Capt. M.M. Gollaher
Idaho National Guard

Volunteers from the Kentucky Air
National Guard and their new C-130H Members of Idaho's 124th Fighter~~~~Group are about to makehitr.I

aircraft have joined a Total Force Gopaebutomkehistory. In

mission to provide food and medicine what may be'the first direct combat

to residents of war torn Sarajevo, mission for the Air Guard during

Bosna-Hercegovna and surrounding peacetime, selected members of the

regions. Idaho group will soon begin active
Th duty tours with the Joint Task Force in

Clinfon's Feb. 25 authorization to re- Southwest Asia.

sume the airdrop and landing of relief The US Air Force has asked the

supplies, members of the 123rd Air- group to provide air and ground crews

lift Wing stepped forward to partici- to operate the F-4G "Wild Weasel"

pate in a campaign that has received during rotations in the Gulf of Arabia

worldwide attention. region beginning in April. The total

Two of the unit's "Snow Storm" period of deployments are expected to

aircraft already were involved in de- last about 180 days.

livering material to Somalia as part of "The recent draw-down of active

Operation Restore Hope. A third air- forces has left the Air Force with fewer

craft was launched from the 123rd's Wild Weasels than they had in the

Louisville home base for Rhein Mein
AB, Germany to join the new mis-
sion. "It's something I may

The 57 Kentuckians created six air-
crews and related ground support per- never get a chance to do

sonnel teams. Theyjoined six similar again."
aircrews from the Air Force Reserve
and their three aircraft. Together, and
in cooperation with active Air Force
units, the airlifters are involved in a past," explained Maj. Gen. Darrell V.

mission that may last for several Manning. adjutant general of the Idaho
wesn tNational Guard. "We have one of only

"We integrated with active duty two Wild Weasel fighter groups in the"We ntegate wit acive utytotal Air Force, and actually represent

and Reserve crews real well. The Total otal Air Force a bl y t

Force Policy idea became real. We over half of the Air Force's ability to

were accepted as one large C-130 suppress enemy radar and air defense

team with a real humanitarian mis- systems during combat."teamwit a ral umaitaran is-The mission of the F-4G Wild

sion," said Senior Master Sgt. Dan Temsino h -GWl

Spradling, a 123rd AW loadmaster Weasel is to seek out and destroy en-

supervisor. 
emy radar and missile sites, "clearing

sprvi waso n the path" for friendly fighters and
Spradling was one of several Ken- bombers to enter enemy air space and

tucky G uardsm en w ho participated in 
engage thei r e ts.

the first airdrops of MREs to the starv- ea tr target
ing people of Bosnia. 

"Our job will be to enforce the
"Compaedo o the m s ,s southern no fly zone that was imposed"Compared to other missions, this o rqb h ntdNtos"si

misson as mre ntenity We aveon Iraq by the United Nations," said

mission has more intensity. We have Photo courtesy of Pam Spaulding, Courier Journal Col. Gary A. Brewington, group com-
THUMBS UP - TSgt. Roy Brown, a loadmaster with the Kentucky

Guard's 123rd Airlift Wing, was part of the effort to bring relief to

See BOSNIA, Page 4 the people of Bosnia. See KUWAIT, Page 4
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exchange privileges, though this was approvedCornmissary use yby Congress in 1990.
And of that 30 percent, only 20 percent are

ir's[ bi e Concerning your article on "30 percent use com- using their exchange. This is an education

missary." If Maj. Gen. John P. Dreska was located problem that AAFES is addressing.
as this unit is, he would not use the commissary To educate the Guard, reserve and retiree
either. groups on the importance of the average over-

The nearest commissary to Battle Creek, Mich., is all 20 percent saving the exchange offers,w e ta k e located at Selfridge Air National Guard Base in AAFES initiated the 'Pass the Word' pro-
Detroit, Mich., which is approximately a three-to gram last October.

four-hour drive. An AAFES representative will visit Guard

The amount of money saved by shopping at their and reserve units and gatherings of retirees to
commissary would be non-existent considering the tell them about the benefits of their exchange

cost of gasoline, time, wear and tear on the vehicle privilege.
and needing several coolers to carry perishables. We also will conduct a concerted effort

Build a commissary in Battle Creek and you will through Guard, reserve and retiree media to
see a significant increase in the amount of Air pass the word that the exchange offers a great
National Guard personnel that will shop in the deal to these very important AAFES custom-s rs commissary. ers.

For this reason, it is only natural that they do not than
By Capt.Phil lashop at military commissaries. Give us a chance and Belier never

you will see an increase. I am writing in regard to the article, "Guard

Master Sgt. Jon R. Keller joins Tanker Task Force in Spain" in the Janu-
Michigan National Guard ary issue of On Guard.

Our unit, the 171 st Air Refueling Wing, par-
homes, plastic, glassaEditor's note: The following is an exerpt from ticipated in this task force, beginning the de-

are b ra press release received from the Army and Air ployment on Dec. 17 and continuing on a rota-
Force Exchange Service that may alleviate some tional basis until the end of the operation.

of your concerns: Other Guard units participated in the refuel-
As a company store, the Army and Air Force ing mission have been recognized m the article,

proactively manage change and to position AAFES omitted.
t for where it needs to be in 1995. Maj. James J. Lauria

An equally important challenge is reaching the Pennsylvania National Guard
National Guard, reserve and retiree customer base.

As the active duty base draws down, AAFES will Editor's note: On Guard's deadline is the
W a ath cgive active duty needs the priority they deserve. 15th of each month. When the 171st Air Refu-

But, the importance of the National Guard, reserve eling Wing was deployed on Dec. 17, the Janu-

.Massachusetts Miitary Rsea.tin and retiree customer increases each year. ary issue was already sent to our printer.
(Otis AirNational Gud BWe have found that only 30 percent of the Guard The 171st was subsequently listed in our

wards) had discovered and reserve soldiers know they have unlimited February and March editions.

cnaination..Le......hecked,,th
splsat Otis threatened to wipe out a

tourist nmecc for many New England- "On Guard" is published monthly using federal
ers. Today, after investing millions of Upfunds under provisions of AR 360-81 and is in-

tended for the use of units and members of the
dollars in clean-up efforts,, the reserva- Army and Air National Guard. It is printed in 55,000

on is co gclean. As ocopies and Is distributed to each unit of the Army
As of March 1, 2,894 Arny National and Air National Guard as well as major commands

This issue ao highlghts a program Guard and 237 Air National Guard person- by the Command Information Team, National Guard
at nel were on counterdrug support duty in all Bureau, NGB-PAC, Skyline #6, Suite 401C, 5109

Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, Va. 22041. The viewsMany Guardmembers know Ripley 54 states and territories. and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily
f As of Feb. 24, the total value of drugs those of the Department of Defense, Army, Air

s fFeb. 2, the total lue ohfia drus Force or the National Guard Bureau.
Local kids eseized by the National Guard this fiscal year "On Guard" is the registered trademark of this

.uard trainingcenter.as. .environ- is $5.166 billion, including almost $4 billion publication and may not be used without specific,
in cocaine. written permission. Questions or comments con-

cerning "On Guard" should be referred to the editor
Throughout the county environ- at the above address or by calling Defense Systems

mental Network number 289-1923 or commercial (703) 756-

seat. I many situations, the Guad is 1923 or FAX (703) 756-0726.

leadig the way. Chief, National Guard Bureau
Why is this happening? Lt. Gen. John B. Conaway
he Guard's leadership is driven by /Chief, Office of Public Affairs

a concern for our children's future. Daniel Donohue
Thus, the voice of the people is

being heard and laws are mandated Chief, Command Information

dictating how our lands wl Lt. Col. David Super

maitained. Editor
If we remain on the right path, the Capt. Phillip C. Blahut

stewardship of the environment can be Associate Editor
passed on to our children. TSgt. John F. Malthaner
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Conaway confidentof Guard's future
National Guard Chief foresees Guard

strength leveling off by Fiscal Year '96

By Lt. Col. David Super public impressions, especially
National Guard Bureau those held by some young adults,

that the National Guard "isn't
For anyone who has doubts, hiring."

the National Guard has an ex- To the contrary, reports Maj.

citing and growing future as our Carl Hopper of the Army Na-
t nation prepares to enter a new tional Guard Recruiting and
FcRe ,avnw tfr the century. Retention Division, nationwide,
A That message, issued loud and the Army Guard must attract

clear, was delivered recently by approximately 6,000 volunteers
Lt. Gen. John B. Conaway, per month to maintain autho- Lt. Gen. John B. ConawayChief of the National Guard rizedstrength. FortheAirGuard,

ron at McellanA~FB, Caif., and the Bureau, during a Commander's the monthly total is 900, accord- proval for funding, these programs.15th Airlifth . 403rd Call in Washington, D.C. ing to Capt. Mike Hillestad of are tailored to provide education,
Conolidatd A MSpeaking to Army and Air Na- the Air Guard recruiting office. physical fitness and life skills train-
Squadrona v unt ational Guard staff members, "Readiness forour federal mis- ing opportunities primarily to teen-

Conaway said he wanted to re- sion is our number one goal," agers.
mind all Guard members that Conaway stated. As units train * Counterdrug Programs -

Guard gets bomlbersourdualmissionisafundamen- for that responsibility, the Since 1989, the National Guard intal and lasting part of the Na- byproduct is a great deal of ben- each state has provide4dnreased,tii a] Guard's strength. efit for National GufrdufiftS aiff- f~defally-funded support t6 law
intends to assign B-I ad B52 bombers to The Chief acknowledged that Americans they serve. In addi- enforcement agencies responsible
the Air Natioal Guard and Air Force Re- smaller budgets and dramati- tion to vigorous worldwide train- for combating drug trafficking andserve. cally changing world political ing with active forces, Conaway drug abuse. This effort is an ex-ExistingGrdandreserveunitswillcon- situations have created difficult cited several expanding Guard pansion of counterdrug support
vert from their cur-rent ircraft tothehavy challenges for the entire Total missions that will provide future missions that began in the early
conventional b Force. But, he continued, the opportunities. 1980s in several states.

Specific inforation othe airraftibe National Guard will remain vi- * MEDRETES U.S.A. - Au- * Engineer Programs - While
determined and announed at ;d later date. tal as America's community- thorized by Congress, a Medical Guard units have provided a wide

based defense force. Readiness Exercise Training range of engineer construction as-t useum to oCuts have been made, but not program will permit Guard medi- sistance to state and local projectsat the dramatically steep rates cal personnel to provide basic for many years, officials expect
The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum recommended by some. health care support to selected, this type of activity to receive lim-

officially will be ded tII a.., Al Conaway forecast that the nu- medically-underserved areas ited expansion in select areas of
22 in Wa t . merical strength of the Army throughout the United States. If the country based on our success

Established......unan .Actof Guard would level off at ap- successful during its test phase, in Latin America in tackling larger
Congs in 1980, t proximately 400,000 by fiscal the program could evolve into a construction projects.
buitbypi... .fundonlandoayear 1996, with the Air Guard at format similar to counterdrug With 4,200 units in 3,200 com-

100,000 plus. With strength operations where each state munities across the nation,
A levels stabilizing, the require- would submit a yearly plan out- Conaway noted, the National

ments for continued recruiting lining ways the Guard could ad- Guard has a solid future based on
caut e n and sustained retention will re- dress local health care needs. the principles as fundamental asmain. * Youth Programs -Also au- the Constitution and the Bill of

Ironically, National Guard re- thorized by Congress and await- Rights. "The future of the Guardcruiters must counter incorrect ing Department of Defense ap- is secure," he concluded.

Glen D 'A rauj Guard. With the assignment, D'Araujo will be
promoted to the grade of major general. He willon June 2 . G e . assume his new grade and assignment upon Senate

would like tconfirmation.
of the ml nam ed A r D'Araujo has served as the Acting Director of

the Army National Guard since August, 1992. He
met wi la p ni a was born in Hilo, Hawaii where he began hisG u ardenlisted career in the Hawaii Army National Guard

in May, 1960, and later was commissioned a second
Ifu hae ayquesionspease feel Hawaiian native put in for second star lieutenant in 1963.

D'Araujo is married to the former Eileeno Acting Secretary of Army John W. Shannon Garrett, and resides in Fort Belvoir, Va. They have
announced the selection of Brig. Gen. John R. two daughters, Samantha and Cathleen.D'Araujo, Jr., as the Director of the Army National
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KUWAIT
From Page 1

mander. "We're part of that package - we're
going in there to replace an active Air Forceunit that has been doing the job for quite a
while now."

Members of the group will patrol Southern
Iraq, escorting coalition fighter aircraft into
enemy airspace.
"We will probably end up sending under a

hundred Guardmembers and less than 12
aircraft for this mission," says Gen. Man-
ning. "We are quite pleased the U.S. Air
Force has expressed such confidence in us."

Lt. Col. David Gardner, commander of the
group's 189th Fighter Squadron, is also con-
fident that the Idaho Guard members can do
the job.ARMING UP - TSgt. Steve Cornett (above) was one reason the 184th won the 'Daedalian.' "We have a lot of people who have been in
the Guard for some time. It will be a good test
of our skills and training."

Selected part-time and full-time GuardJayhawks have all the right tools members will take part in the deployment."This is not a Presidential call-up of the
184th Maintenance Squadron wins the Having 64 assigned F-16s keeps the maintenance Guard," explained Gen. Manning. "This is anteams very busy. The training mission must also example of individual members agreeing to
'Daedalian'awardfor second year deal with a workload that requires constant changes serve their nation when asked. It is a tremen-

in configurations in order to meet the training dous burden on some of the families andThe 184th Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance schedule. Of added concern are the inexperienced employers, but they have been equal to theSquadron, part of the 194th Fighter Group based at pilots flying the aircraft, giving rise to a condition challenge."McConnell AFB, Witchita, Kan was selected as where excellence has to be thas F " Senior Airman Daw n. Seekamp, an avi-the 1992 recipient of the prestigious Air National 12,930 sorties over a total of 15,500 hours in FY92, c sguiic-e and -control specialisist is,Guard "Daedalian" Outstanding Aircraft Mainte- both records for the 184th, produced aircraft that going. A Boise State University student, shenance Unit Award. This is the second consecutive flew 97.51 percent of scheduled sorties. This record is also a critical part of her family's business,year the 184th has won the award. is even more impressive considering that the newest a restaurant near Boise.As National Guard winner, the 184th will com- aircraft assigned to the 184th is of 1985 vintage. "I'm really excited about it," she said. "It'spete against Air Force major command nominees to Some of the specific items highlighted in the something I've never done before, and maydetermine the best maintenance squadron in the nomination package included the "Hands-on" train- never get a chance to do again."entire U.S. Air Force. ing provided to 14 sister Guard units during their Her family supports her decision to deployFor more than 20 years, the 184th has been a conversion to the F-16 and the initiative of "Starbase withherunit. "She'll be hard to replace whiletraining unit for fighter pilots Currently, the units 184," a program dedicated to teaching "at risk" she's gone," says her father, "but it's not liketrains pilots in the advanced F- 160 Multi-role tacti- children that science and math can be fun. she'll be gone for a year."
cal fighter aircraft.

loadmasters have been involved in kind. We of off load supplies with Kurds in Northern Iraq. But this mis-B O S N IA the much-publicized active duty air- engines running. From the cockpit, sion is more intense, because thedrop missions to more remote com- we can see the bombed out shell of the people of Bosnia are more intense.From Page 1 munities, according to Capt. Ted city," Parero continued. We don't have fighter support to pro-Parero, a pilot from the 123rd. "In some ways this mission is more tect us. We rely on our aircraft capa-missions. We are being told that we are "The landings at Sarajevo are some- of a challenge than others. I was bility to get us in and out of theredoing exactly what is expected of us. what risky, but it's worth it for man- involved in the airdrop of food to the alive."That is a good feeling to have when 
Prior to the 123rd joining the reliefyou are dropping cargo at a higher than 

effort, volunteer aircrews from Westnormal altitude," said Spradling. 
Virginia's 167th Airlift Group flewThe 123rd's "Snow Storm" airlifters 
relief missions to Sarajevo from Julyare equipped with the latest naviga- 
1992 until mid-January of this year.tional and air defense systems, includ- 

If the missions continue, Air Guarding the capability to emit chaff and 
Officials anticipate that "Snowflares to distract oncoming missiles, 
Storm"-equipped C-130s andjust one of the threats posed to aviators 
Guardmembers from Tennessee andwho have been assisting relief efforts. 
West Virginia will rotate to GermanyCurrently, only three Air Guard C- 130 
to continue the humanitarian cam-units have this capability. The C-130H

also features larger and more fuel effi-cient engines, increasing range, ac- 
INSPECTION -TSgt. Mark Cranecording to Maj. Terry Butler, the cur- 
(far left) and Maj. Larry Ortkieserent Air National Guard contingency 
get under one of the 123rd's C-support staff director. 
130 Hercules. (Photo courtesyKentucky pilots have been flying air 
of Pam Spaulding, Courierlandings into Sarajevo while some
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Drug dens
demolished
Pennslyvania Guard destroys more than 300 'crack houses'

By Master Sgt. Dick Breach the project, utilizing equipment and
Pennsylvania National Guard support from both branches. The cit-

ies provide a coordinator to act as a
It's a nice neighborhood, or at least liaison between the Guard and vari-

it was. ous city agencies. Local citizen groups
Now, in the middle sits a vacant work hard to bring their message to

house. At the rear of the house, trash authorities.
cans are filled every morning. Used The cooperation is paying off.
syringes and drug-related "This is producing one of the most
paraphanalia are littered throughout visible results of the drug war, and it's
the building. hard-hitting, too," said Emerson D.

This is not an unusual scene. Moran, the senior policy advisor to
In cities across the country, similar the Pennsylvania governor for drug,

"crack houses" are used daily for the alcohol and AIDS programs.
manufacture or sale of illegal drugs. The program's success in Harris-
But, people are fed up. burg prompted the city of York to

The Pennsylvania National Guard, request assistance. York United
law enforcement agencies and citi- Against Drugs, a local citizen's group,
zens' groups across the common- was excited to hear the Guard was
wealth are taking action against this arriving on Dec. 4. The night before

wbk ..... the first crack house was demolished,
Since the start of the Clean and they held a victory march and vigil.

Seal/Raze Project in 1990, more than At 8 a.m., a Guard backhoe roared
300 drug houses have been cleaned into action. One half hour later, only a
and sealed. More than 20 have been pile of rubble remained.
razed. Houses cleaned and sealed are Interest in the project is spreading
cleared of debris and refuse both in- across the commonwealth. "This is
side and out and boarded up to deny quickly becoming a high priority mis-
drug dealers access. Those that are sion," said Lt. Col. Frank Sharr, the
marked for razing are demolished with Counterdrug coordinator for Pennsyl-
the Guard's heavy equipment. The vania. "A lot of cites are requesting
debris is hauled to approved DER support of this type."
landfills. Cooperation and hard work from

This project shows the type of co- the Guard is making a difference. "It's
operation that can exist between gov- good to know what's going on here Photo by Master Sgt. Dick Breach

ernment agencies. Teams of Army will have a positive influence," said CRUMBLING DOWN - With the assistance of a backhoe, members
and Air Guard members worked on York Police Capt. Michael Perelman. of the Pa. Guard have helped to rid their state of drugs.

r 7'-* 0W_
4
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Reducing
hazardousK

PERSERVINGPLANT LIFE-

Elaine
Bhtrt dPaenNGB nvionmetal(center), a field

Publc Afairsbotanist helps
identify a plant"Hazardus Wstespecies on

zan program areCamp 
Grayling insuccessful in the Auy Michigan.National Guard bcause of Approximatelyspecal efforts$3 million hasmental specialists in several bee mil onastates," saibeen 
spent on

environmental
studies at theBranch of the Armiy Guard's 
Michigan ArmyGuard facility.

programs 'Our families live in study was conducted by the U.S. Army
1987. It was a less detailed "screeningdrinkthewater just like survey" and was used to design theour acutof Aik l neighbors' study released today. The 1987 studyNaid ourcivilan nconcluded that "The water and soil

a quality in the area of Firing Range 40
-tANMING, Mh-1-- ~br cimpact on the natural environment" l training activities." It recommended9to$000i Y9.was the conclusion of a $ imillion W Wwas he oncusio ofa $millon • W i IHI that excess artillery propellant pow-C w study of military operations on the der be burned in the burn pans thata artillery range of Camp Graying, re- were subsequently tested in the newtestleased recently in Michigan. National study.Guard officials promised to imple- Approximately $3 million has beenwst The tudy's reomsedto pe spent on environmental studies ofaccomplishe by low oat ment the study's recommendations.Ca pG yln int e asfve e r .

paper filters that remove all The study was conducted by Michi- Camp Grayling in the past five years.water, dirt and fu s. Te gan-based Environmental Science &fuel is then as clean or Engineering, Inc., and in cooperationcleaner than when it was with the Michigan Department of GRAYLIN
Natural Recources (DNR).The multi-year investigation tested SUCCESSES
for over 100 substances at each of 67parts washers ad locations to evaluate surface soils and

ts ahuns hfaslvet reduce waters, groundwater, and fisheries on area where no one but our workers go. * 5,160 acres were "aerialare used for eaning automo- and immediately surrounding the We stopped using it some time ago, sprayed" for gypsy moths at ative and range. Range 40 was chosen for the but it looks like some localized clean- cost of $39,990.sever t test because it was the area of Camp up may be necessary."testig ha a mch.s most likely to have been environmen- Another area identified in the study * A survey of trash sitesan percredtioin tally affected by 80 years of military was the "bum pans" used for the burn- revealed many locations ofsus wste . training. ing of excess propellant (a type of home appliances, furniture,The 27,000 acre area, officially loose gunpowder) left over from fir- scrap building materials, andknown as the North Range 40 Com- ing artillery. "Teaching the soldiers parts of automobiles discardedplex, is part of the Guard's 147,000 how to dispose of the powder in the on public land.acre Northern Michigan military train- field is part of their training," saiding facility. It includes a 7,000 acre Stump. "We'll continue to work with * Environmental Science"impact area" used for artillery, mor- DNR on any localized clean-up and and Engineering Inc. con-tar, and jet aircraft marksmanship find ways to improve the cleanliness cluded a $1 million watertraining. Unlike most military facili- of the current process." quality study and declaredSs ties, all of the land (except the impact Lt. Col. Wayne Koppa, Camp "little impact" was done to thed is. Th parea) is open for public use. The Range Graying's commander said, "We take environmentship beingdvelopedin40 complex is surrounded on three even the small number of problems
sides by the AuSable River or its identified in the report very seriously. 18 acres of South Camptributaries. Our families live in this community were restored. More than 665ava............"The report did help us identify a and drink the water just like our civil- manhours, 5,000 yards of top-few problems," said Maj. Gen. E. ian neighbors." soil, 2,200 pounds of fertil-wt i ito . Gordon Stump, adjutant general of This is the second environmental izer, 1,500of grass seed, 1,000
the state's National Guard. "The worst study conducted at Range 40 looking trees were used.
of them is a burn pit inside the impact for environmental damage. The first
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WELL MONITOR - A drill rig is used to
install a ground water monitoring well at
the Massachusetts Military Reservation.

and federal governments encourage the public's
involvement and recently implemented ajoint com-
munity relations plan.

Many bases, posts and installations are or will be
in the same situation. The problems at the Massa-
chusetts Military Reservation are the result of 40
years of improper waste handling.

"At the time, these were the acceptable ways to
get rid of wastes," said Jayme Guido, environmen-
tal public affairs coordinator for the reservation.
"In general, no one understood the adverse effects
that would result from their actions."

The transfer of Otis from the active Air Force to
the Air National Guard in 1973 complicated the
issue. In the rush to transfer he base, chemicals were
buried, ordnance lumped and sumps filled.

In the late- 1970s, local officials discovered water
contamination and traced the source to the reserva-
tion. One municipal well and more than 300 privatewells have been affected. The federal government

paid to have those affected put on safe water sup-
Officials estimate it will take $200 grates in the sandy soil. So a spill in Hyannis left plies.
million to restore reservation untreated would finally affect drinking water sup- Officials said one mistake made in initiating the

plies farther down the cape. The contamination at program around the military reservation was they
By Jim Garamone Otis is extremely serious because the base is right at were not responsive enough to the public's need for
American Forces Information Service the start of the aquifer. information. "In retrospect, community officials

The entire reservation is a Superfund site. Offi- and public groups could have been brought into the
The cars on Cape Cod, Mass., sport bumper cials are investigating 77 reservation sites that may loop sooner," Karson said.

stickers saying "Clean Up Otis Right Now!", be contaminated. They have identified eigtgrond .Q the plure rmigratng off base, most will be
Otis is Otis Air National Guard Base and-Camp water plumes. treated via a pump and filter method. This means

Edwards. They make up the Massachusetts Military "For the most part, we have finished the investi- digging wells, pumping the water out of the ground
Reservation. Both are polluted, and the people gative portion of the (installation restoration) pro- and filtering out contaminants. The water will then
living around the installations are worried. gram," said Douglas C. Karson, public affairs spe- be pumped back into the aquifer. Officials say this

The problems are not new, but they are getting cialist for the National Guard Bureau. "Now, we are method will take years to filter all the contaminants.
more serious. DoD, the National Guard and federal entering the remediation portion." Another plume requires another solution. Guard
and state environmental officials are working to Remediation means correcting the problems at officials announced a decision to cap a base landfill
ensure the area around the base becomes safe. hand. Officials estimate it will take more than $200 while work continues to fully identify the extent of

Ground water contamination is the major culprit. million over the next five years to clean up the the ground water contamination. Officials believe
Cape Cod, the tourist Mecca for most of New reservation. the site is leaking solvents, oils and other toxics.
England, is essentially the leftovers of the last In this case, it means treating the ground water Unfortunately, ordnance may also be buried in the
glacier. Ground water is the sole source of drinking and removing the sources of contamination. Selling landfill. Therefore, the source of the contamination
water for those on the peninsula. The aquifer runs the methods to the local population remains, cannot be dug up. An impermeable clay cap will be
from the Upper Cape, where Otis and Edwards are Base officials have established working relation- placed over the site.
located, to the tip of the peninsula, called the Lower ships with the local organizations and several na- "This is an incredibly complex problem," said
Cape area. tional conservation or ecological organizations such Guido. "We are working to find the best, most cost-

Contamination anywhere along the aquifer mi- as the Sierra Club and Audubon Society. The state effective methods of handling the problems here."

T i m e to ;ng gre-lgwvn xrm fteya;adta' utpr f sadr flvn a lopioe
ists'? Not! The environmentalitso theprblm Nose ? wateradi our streams pllte our air,

te1990s are from mainstream~ pol tio rlorahn alarming desro~yed our for est n dpee
America; mister and missecnxt levels.* the ozn laerZt must be that

we each change the way we live wellee bu, o, after the addition of costs to do this will be high, the
wokand 'lay or, by the time the eac suceeding pieceofsftwae, cot for no doing ituinkable....
clcktcks in the newi cenury....agttng si---. If wedon't Duig1992 the Air Nationalc o u rse. . America could be the wol' tak som of the loa off itsgoing ..Guar luced a ollution Ptereen-

largestandfill.to crash Welfisth e~ probem tion ProgramP n supr ofthBy TohyN Miller Co:nservative esiae pe h urpae no faes we'v go o PluinPeeto cf19
NaioalGurdBureau amount of...... soi watieeae y tk ieo h odof beor t and theatvbomoetsP

Environmental Public Affairs eac .Aercan, dily, at fou crshs program.. Th vrl oloh
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Finding ways to
minim ize waste
By TSgt. John Malthaner is always searching for ways to do
National Guard Bureau things better, cheaper. "The big push

right now by the Environmental Pro-
STEWART AIR NATIONAL tection Agency is on waste minimiza-

GUARD BASE, N.Y. - Lt. Col. tion," he said. "The whole concept
Dennis Zicha spends a lot of his time behind it is if you don't create waste,
reading. As the 105th Airlift Group's you don't have to worry about dispos-
Base Environmental Management ing of it."
Officer, he says it's critical that he Zicha noted changes made in the
keep up with the ever-changing laws 105th's structural repair/corrosion
and improvements being made. "One control shop. He reports that not long
of the hardest parts of this job," he ago, they would use a paint stripper to
says, "is knowing what we can do, in remove paint from parts. The stripper
regards to the environment; and what was toxic and dangerous. "I've had to
we can't do." take a guy to the hospital because it

Since establishing the office, Zicha (the stripper) scarred his whole arm,"
said Sgt. Philip Greer of the shop.

Greer also says his shop now uses a
newly constructed grid blast room.
The room allows them to strip paint
from parts through a pressurized hose
that uses plastic granules (called me-
dia). "It looks a lot like sand," Greer
noted. "It's also reclaimable. We just
sweep it back into the system and it
goes through the whole machine
again."

The base's recycling program is
also a source of pride to Zicha. He
said the people who work in the
105th's production control section
volunteered to take on the project.
"Since the money we make from re-
cycling paper and aluminum goes back
into the unit's Morale and Welfare
Support fund," observed TSgt. Gary

NGB photo by TSgt. John Maithaner Thayer of the shop, "I figure by recy- -
cling, we're helping ourselves."

SAFE STRIPPER - Sgt. Philip "We just can't indiscriminately
Greer uses a pressurized hose throw things away anymore," Zicha t
instead of a toxic stripper to noted. "We only have so many re-
remove paint from a part. sources and we need to protect them."

proramis a5percen~t reduction, 1993,30~ percent by the end of 199 Natina Guard Wel e' o- odmge vndah h zn
by 1995, in the use of certain toxic and 50 percent by the end of 1997. sider under ou rsn stain layer urudn the globe is just
substances and ozone depleting The use of ozone depleting cheni what' ncessay to opraea oneof theremarkble featres that
chemicals, cals and 17 industrial toxics identi- mnodem air force.Thesame sub- makes planet Earth unique in the

To meet the challenge, efforts are fied by the U.S. IEnvironmentl - stanc~es are also used throghot solar system able to supportan
uniderw-ay at all Air Guard-facilities Protecti Agency (EPA) is to be-sociey manti lie
to establish a bseline inventory of reduced 50 percent by the end of Fo efrieaion, tcolaraf, Closely asoitdwith ozone

thee olltats.Thn, roisig 995 I'santicipated-ta h ee oe n offices, and to make rigid depletion is the "rehueef-
evironmenta technologies and---to purchase ozone depleting chmi- an-lxbefasuedfrislto -et - global warming causedmeth-odologies will-bee-valuated cals-will be-eliminated by the end-of-------ckging we wuse-dclorodif- b emissions of air pollutants that

and implemtented to reduce and, if 1997.----------------12andCFC serve as a blanket insulating the
possible, eliminatethe use of the---Hazard-ous waste disposalis------2 w-ich contri-butes to the deple.- Earth.
substances. The-proram'~s success slated-for a 25 pecnt re-duction-by toofthe strat-'hei ozone layer.- These arejust a-few-of the-envi-
will be measured againstthe the end-of-1995 and a 50 percen-t CFC- 12 is also used-frsteriliu-*-on-ronntal challenges-facing the
baseline now being established. reduction by the end of 1999. of hospital e-qupmen-. Air N ational Guad-- and us as

A massive-and-amitidous-pro- -- -missions-of volatile orgai h is the ozn lae s mpr individuals. mIte end, the-success
grm 3challenges installation to carbons are expected to bae reue at el hn fi so Eti' or -failur forefot ome

reduce-mncipal solid waste----50 percent by the end of the- deae very o-wnpair-of sunglasseboking these-chalengwill be-measured-
-iposal-by10 percentbythe end of Hlow doesthis affe-t the-Air ~ out harmful rays htcncuesr- byproaomtet
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Minnesota he*ps build
'Field of Drenms'
Airmno from

the Minnesota
Air National
Guard helped
make a baseball
dream a reality

standing ~~ ~~ rcetl at eihtlcehihaeodfnihi h

Eagan High
School baseball

Photo by Sgt. Craig S. Heathscot Thed
SHOOTING FOR GOLD Sgt. Dale recently placed 12th overall in the oevebyan
Brynestad of the 176th Public Affairs pentathlon at the CISM World Eagan igh

Detachment in North Little Rock, Ark., Championships in Russia. besebald

Aiming for g l the ACr

Arkansas peathltemakeshs matrkduced athe Gois ino swmig bt h tearn how ts fne

World Chmpis hip itRusirad rid th at f.io is a evn.Hwv a knie

Blympind LtaletG. Ampnryesad a s seconduafee events, bu s t fet

Sgt. ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ok Tol donstd ths foote hig fenc 17tfaormierosed oetm it i aiy

PucArkans ation eatAals Guard tob 2Thace afte thmein ru eenimpoved is st 3$~C~i nlmer

sie l ii t a c teya eight plac wI goao finish i ted.it0.asy and
anOT L E Rto , Gar. M We a l r eetri. en te a r y

courier received a set of orders to be delivered, he "I didn't expect to do as well as I did," he said. 6-hur dy utn nopaeeog
would grab the nearest horse and ride across the In 1991, Brynestad was a member of the four- . s ......... IS. o
country, jumping fences and other obstacles along man team, which won a silver medal in the Pan ue, si aSg B o d,
the way. American Games in Mexico City, Mexico. st oriao o h rjc

Armed with a pistol and sword, he could defend For about 15 years, Brynestad has devoted his.... . Gen E
himself against the enemy. time and energy to the pentathlon. He became a If the soldier came to a river, he would have to member of the U.S. Army's team in 1977. si h ur a nolgto ohl
swim across and then finish his trek on foot. Six years later, he was third in the U.S. National

These five sports, equestrian, pistol shooting, Championships and a member of the gold-medal
fencing, swimming and running, are the contents of team in the CISM championships in 1983 and 1984 h
the modem pentathlon, which was introduced in the Going into the last Olympic year, he was ranked 
1912 Olympics. third in the nation in the event. However, a knee

Gen. George S. Patton was the first American injury forced him to withdraw from contention.
Olympian pentathlete. Asked about future events, Brynestad said that he s

Sgt. Dale Brynestad, a member of the 176th has prmised to spend more time with his family.
Public Affairs Detachment at Adams Field, may be "(Training and competition) really wiped us out last Th nulCO onrs n ii
the first pentathlete with ties to the Razorback state year," he said. "So, I'm going to take it easy and
and the Army National Guard. regroup." 0th ac finish in The last arei

"This is one of the only sports that really tests the In the past, Brynestad has had to work two jobs
total athlete," the 36-year-old said. "It's man against while training for various competitions. These long
man in fencing, man against himself in the pistol hours have taken a toll and Brynestad and his
event, man against nature in the running and swim- family, both physically and emotionally . d cu - A 0ostce

ming events and man against beast in the equestrian "You can't train and compete when you know 0merco ainftgeufr.
event, that your family is under a bind," he said.Waeobtceous-Afi-

"You have to be able to handle all of these Despite his family's financial hardships, Brynestad obtale 50mtr .msumi hobstacles. In other sports, you compete against has found it difficult to abandon his dream of going faige oftehs onrmnsbos
yourself or another person, but very rarely do you to the Olympics. "It has been a part of our lives for Oinern ore-Asx oegt

Brynestad, who is one of the oldest active lows, but it istough to give it up. This is probably myinftgeufonusgampad
pentathletes in the U.S., recently finished 12th last shot to make the pentathlon." cmasadcryn epn
overall at the CISM World Championships in St. His 10th place finish in the last Olympic Trials Mltr kls-Icue rnd
Petersburg, Russia. and this recent good showing in Russia givesthoigmarednadrne sm-

Individually, he placed second overall in the Brynestad the confidence to try again. in
fencing competition. "It is one of my strongest "With a little more training, I could be back up 2)
events," Brynestad said. "Even though my back- there at the top." I N
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'I'm part of this team and mandatory
retirement is the only way I'll leave'

Navigating
his unit into
th e fu tu re Photo by Spc. Margaret Wells

TIGHT FIT - MSgt. William L. Shank makes a pre-flight inspection of the radio equipment
HOWARD AFB, Panama - A standard military on a C-130 aircraft. He is a communications navigation specialist.

career usually includes assignments to several units
and often one or more changes in a service member's Over the years, Shank has seen many changes in The members of the 130th consider theirunit one
military occupation. the Air National Guard. "In the old days, the of the best. They have been awarded the Outstand-

This has not been the case for Master Sgt. William equipment needed repair every two or three ing Unit Award five times in an annual competi-
L. Shank, who has worked as a communication and flights," he said. "We were always changing tubes, tion open to all U.S. Air Force units.
navigation specialist for the 130th Airlift Group in and the equipment was bulky and very heavy. "Teamworkkeeps us on top," Shank said. "When
Charleston, W.Va. for 24 years. "Now, solid-state technology has made my job you are on a flight, no one sits around waiting for

"The travel and change from my civlian job as a easier. We rarely have to repair any equipment something to do."
construction manager is what keeps me in the Guard," while in flight, and the weight reduction of the The initiative of the 130th allows quick response
Shank said. "The C-130 aircraft can make air hops equipment has allowed more room for cargo to deployments.
from a home base to almost any type of airstrip. That's space." "We get the job under control quickly because
........... . O a Dswd what Shank said-the reduction irrequipmentdown- we -onstnfly- travel;'-Shank- -said. "Weve- had-
we do here." time makes the squadron more versatile. plenty of practice packing and setting up. This

The unit's main objective in Operation Phoenix Oak The first "CommNavs" were strictly communi- keeps us a team, on the ground and in the air.
was to provide airlift support for U.S. military activi- cation and repair specialists. "Today, they also "I'm a part of this team and mandatory retire-
ties in Central and South America. repair navigation equipment; thus the name." ment is the only way I'll leave."

leader in the unit. "Specialist ManekArkansas MP keeps job in perspective iA one ofMthese Guardsmen.
isAn MP who graduates from the

'I learned very early not to take this personally' training program has been ... put un-
der high-pressure situations enabling
the instructors to evaluate the

QUARRY HEIGHTS, Panama - personally. We are taught to be men- Guardsman's mental andphysical lim-
The Rodney King incident and other tally in conrol, whether we are as- its."
reports related to possible police bru- signed as gate guards or on night Manek said this training teaches the
tality may lead some people to be- patrols or special missions." military policeman to trust his own
lieve that police - both civilian and Members of the 39th Brigade reactions and those of his partner.
military - abuse their authority. worked alongside active duty MPs "We are never sent out by ourselves,"

But that notion is not shared by during their annual training here in he said. "We learn to depend on our
military police, including Spc. January. partner. It's like having an extra pair
Clifford W. Manek III, who is as- National Guard military police ro- of eyes."
signed to the 39th Infantry Brigade of tate into U.S. SOUTHCOM to pro- The dedication exhibited by the 20-
the Arkansas Army National Guard. vide an important security mission year-old Guard member is reflected

Manek, a military policeman on for the U.S. forces, their family mem- not only in his military duties, but in
patrol duty here, tries to understand bers and installations and the Panama this civilian occupation, too.
this opinion, but does not agree with Canal. "My MP training qualified me for
it. Manek said the advantage of train- my civilianjob as an Asset Protection

"Gaining control of the situation is ing here is that the unit is able to Specialist with a ... department store
the MP's objective, but a good MP perform real missions. "Normally, in Little Rock," Manek said. "Nor-
will draw his weapon only as the last training is filled with classroom time mally, this job is given to an older
resort," he said. "Most people hate and paperwork," he said. "Here, we person."
law enforcement; they don't seem to are doing our job." Enrolled in Park Community Col-
like authority. The duties of a military policeman lege at Little Rock AFB, Ark., Manek

"I learned very early not to take this can become monotonous, easily cre- plans for a career in criminal justice
ating a lackadaisical attitude toward and computers.

SECURITY CHECK - Spc. their responsibilities. "It takes a very "I hope to go active duty when I
Clifford W. Manek Ill ensures a serious, mature guardsman to over- complete my education," he said. "The
door is locked at Quarry come this type of attitude," said 1st military has given me a lot. I hope that
Heights, Panama. Lt. Clement J. Papineau, a platoon I can give some of that back."
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Rainbow 
DLWRDivision
helped needy farilies have a more
pleasantholiday s . tt k
their time, money and gifts.S u r va i ves ForGthue fourth year, memhers assisted
with the Salvation Army Christmas Kettle
Drive. The 287th Army Band also played
Christmas music enticing people to he
generous for a worthy cause.

The USPFO in N4ew Castle, Del., hosted

Korean eople'sArmy ha As a rsult, te 42nd as be- xercisewas worhwhile

Photo by 1st Lt. Ron Kopp on come Chreasmas more impor-
By Maj. Paul Fanning the Department of the Army to ON TARGET - Those s.
New York National Guard become the Northeast Division members of New York's Te12dArmdclEauto

when the Massachusett's 26th 42nd Infantry (Rainbow) Squpdt And

penetrated ~~~~~~ w Guard dontoe itemh moiiaio.Ioipotnta finlly Rainbow Housegs

TROY, N.Y. - Thousands of and New Jersey's 50th Divisions Division who participated in s f e
hardcore troops of the North inactivate later this year. 'Rampage 1' said theKorean People's Army had As a result, the 42nd has be- exercise was worthwhile.crossed the 38th Parallel on come increasingly more impor- t For the initiase, an 42nd hadthree fronts. tant to regular Army commands run of this program. Rampage is F.mil pogram cin wime mbersTheir southward drive had that could gain the 42nd upon the computer simulatedbattle. And Riv.rp reents npenetrated deep into South mobilization. "It's importantthat finally, Rainbow Lightning is aKorea, cutting off and occupy- we continue to strengthen the live fire exercise combining head-
ing the Republic's capital city very successful training relation- quarters personnel with subordi- PENNSYLVAN.A

-of Seoul. ships we have devel ed with nate units for combined-arms ex-

Republic of Korea forces in- active duty higher headquarters, ercises at a regular Army post. I.l frflicted heavy casualties on the including the First U.S. Army at For the exercise, the 42nd had .ilvaders, but they were falling Fort Meade in Maryland and I several tactical objectives: to coun- ia f , te 4d aback. Now they lookedto their Corps at Fort Lewis, Washing- terattack north of the Imjin RiverU.S. allies for help. ton," said Maj. Gen. John W. and destroy enemy forces in theThis nightmare scenario be- Cudmore, the division com- zone, complete one half of an en- Thyicuea jorneoFrne
came the backdrop for one of mander. circlement of the occupied city of Beguan xmbr i194t
the largest command post ex- Rainbow Rampage II is the Seoul, and support follow on at-ercises ever conducted by New second CPX conducted in Troy. tacks by other allied forces.York State's military forces. "Rampage is only one part of a Rampage 1 proved successfulFor the second straight year, four-part training program we in both areas. "We destroyed thethe headquarters of New York's _____________ enemy forces, completed our part Th 8hDvso adhsbe
largest militia force, the 42nd of the encirclement, reinforced and
Infantry (Rainbow) Division, "It's was big resupplied our forces and were inie opromcn"i etme
gathered subordinate units and continuing to attack with an aeal of 1l
conducted a CPX dubbed "Op- enough for this to assault on an objective when play ciie lieae yteAeiasi.94
eration Rainbow Rampage II" stopped," said Lt. Col. William ALASKAin November at the New York have the kind of Maloney, the division intelligencean dmi
State Armory in Troy. officer. "In short, we wonf n A k Am N nThe exercise included more realism and Other sections also benefitted eiotTxsudainrdRsin
than 600 Total Force profes- from Rampage's realism. "The sode nBgDoed sadi aur
sionals from the active and re- trinn value weG-1 section grew significantly,-reotdyhefstimaU..ilay
serve components. rann esaid Lt. Col. Joseph Collarafi, the aicathseervstdteisadfrta

"This CPX is part of our an- ,,llnedd division personnel and adminis- proe
nual training requirement ray nee.tration officer. "Because of the ieenyaolIgrVicnk
within the three-year cycle that normal day-to-day work load full-
all Army divisions must con- time division staff have to do, we
duct," said Lt. Col. Dennis run," Kavanagh said. The first don't get enough time to truly fo-
Kavanagh, director of Opera- part held in January, Rainbow cus on our own wartime roles.
tions and Training. "This is Focus, is training for the divi- "Rampage enabled us to con-
practice for a formal evalua- sion staff in developing and is- centrate in this area and full-time
tion we will receive when we suing operations orders for the and part-time staff grew together.
conduct the Battle Command subordinant commands. Each Under our future configuration,
Training Program exercise staff section including person- our section's responsibilities grow a.rcra...I
scheduled for 1994 at Fort nel administration, operations, immensely. This exercise was
Leavenworth, Kan. The out- intelligence and logistics, devel- good preparation for that." t iG.
come of that exercise will be ops theirportion of the published "We still need to do one more
our report card to the Army." scenario. CPXbefore 1994," Kavanagh said. Veihenk.

The 42nd has been chosen by Rainbow Warrior is a staff dry "After that we will be ready."
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Congress authorizes 'transition
assistance' to Guard members

Those forced out by cutbacks may re- ber, who has completed more than 15 qualifying
ceive separation pay, education benefits years of service but less than 20 and is involuntarily

separated, will be eligible for retirement pay at age
By Lt. Col. David Super 60. The Service Secretaries are authorized to ex-
National Guard Bureau tend the program to members in designated grades,

length of service and skill categories who voluntar-
Based on action by Congress and instruction from ily transfer to the Retired Reserve.f the Department of Defense, members of the Na- Special Separation Pay - From Oct. 23, 1992, to

o tional Guard and Reserve who may lose their drill Sept. 30, 1995, an enlisted member who has quali-
billet due to force reductions, now are eligible for fled for future retirement at age 60, but who is notba l various transition assistance programs. yet 60 and is involuntarily separated, will qualify

The programs are similar to those provided to for Special Separation Pay upon transfer to the
active duty troops who have been cut from the force. Retired Reserve.i p- t They are designed to provide fair treatment to those Priority Placement - Members whose units or
who are cut involuntarily from their units and can- billets are inactivated will be given priority for
not either qualify for retirement or reassignment to affiliation in other National Guard or Reserve units

e a nearby unit. or billets.
Guard Bureau personnel officials caution those Montgomery GI Bill - A member who has

who believe they might be eligible to check care- received a notice of eligibility for Montgomery GI
fully with unit and state officials for eligibility Bill benefits and who is involuntarily separateddetails. For example, those who are discharged for between Oct. 1, 1991, and Sept. 30, 1995, is eligibleA grp ounsatisfactory performance, or because they no for educational assistance for a 10-year period be-

s e o L Star.........longer meet standards are ineligible, ginning on the date of initial eligibility.
a t tofabout In general, the assistance includes: Commissary and Exchange Privileges - From

r to Separation Pay - From Oct. 23, 1992, to Sept. Oct. 1, 1991, through Sept. 30, 1995, members who
S. 30t..J 0959 it,- emb=_. f the o..oA rnoluntariLydisha trangfomdfromte

develop ral unities iniz serve (together called the Selected Reserve) who is National Guard or Reserve are authorized contin-
Guateml. -involuntarily discharged or transferred with be- ued use of commissary and exchange stores under

The ercise, dubbd tween six and 15 years of service is eligible for the Selected Reserve program for a period of twoCins," w separation pay. years from the date of their involuntary separation
A total of 1]9 units from 2 s Early qualification for Retired Pay - From Oct. or Oct. 23, 1992, which ever is later.d f p . 23, 1992, through Sept. 30, 1995, an enlisted mem-

Thecominaionofforces supporting.the.
exercise is named Task Force Jaguarcheat

Whil inCenralAmerica, the soldiers P lt h awill repa*ir roads and bridges, dn'll waterce ti d ah
pumpscertain death

renovate schools and meica~l clinics.
They also will conduct mdical reaBy SSgt. Kelly R. Lovely
excisesi remfoteares......Minnesota National Guard

MAR~YLAND It was a beautiful evening. The
air was calm. The sky was clear.
The sun was sinking into the

s on horizon. It was not the type of
night you would expect to change
your life ... or threaten to end it.

The March 31, 1992 flight in Photo by 2nd Lt. Kevin Gutnecht
the Minnesota National Guard The impact of the goose sev- HEROES-Vetscher (left) and
OH-I helicopter was routine. ered one of two tail rotor blades. Waage on safe ground.

a The trouble started just north "If you had asked me before
of Elk River, Minn., at 3,000 (the incident) what a loss of tail He asked Waage if he could see
feet. "There was a loud 'bang' rotor meant, I would have said, where the lines were. They were
from the rear of the aircraft, like It means the end of a simulation right in the flight path.
someone dropped a wall locker," exercise," Waage said. "No "I rolled the throttle off and at-

oils).said the aircraft pilot, Capt. Eric one survives the loss of a tail tempted to bleed off all airspeed as
Th Waage. rotor." the aircraft rotated 90 degrees to

That "bang," a goose hitting The immediate concern was the right," Vetscher said.swi ickd athe tail rotor, began the event to safely land the aircraft. Waage Two minutes after the goose's
.hich gav off a thud. that earned Waage and Chief identified the obstacles: trees, impact, the crew had safely landed.Agents alre n rleWarrant Officer Robert M. piles ofcuttrees, a drainage ditch. Of the nine Guard aviators nomi-

the.econru..bcmeb Vetscher, both pilots, the Bro- Around 75 to 100 feet, nated for the award last year, onlyken Wing Award - the highest Vetscher slowed the aircraft for five received it.
The kickt e iecovg award given by the Department landing, causing itto rotate right. "I wouldn't want another one,"

moeha$ o wor ofc . of the Army for actions taken in As he attempted to regain air- Vetscher said with a half smile.
an emergency. speed, he saw power line poles.
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By Maj. Bruce Conard Hill 609 remained in German hands.

NGB Historian 
On April 29, the 135th attacked

again. This attack was supported by

strong artillery barrages. However,
The National Guard's 34th Infantry the Germans kept the 135th from their

Division from Iowa, Minnesota, and task of assaulting Hill 609 from three

South Dakota spent the late winter commanded by Maj. Gen. Omar N. Initially, the 34th divided the sector sides. The good news was that the
and early spring of 1943 in North Bradley. II Corps units occupied the between Iowa's 168th Infantry in the hills to the south were falling to the
Africa. By the end of April, they had northern portion of the line facing north, and Minnesota's 135th Infan- concentrated attacks from both the

seen some hard fighting at Kasserine Bizerte and Tunis. The terrain was try on the south. Initially the 133rd 34th and the 1st Infantry Division on

Pass and First and Second Fondouk. open and rugged. Hill 609 was in the remained in reserve. The 135th was the 34th's southern flank.
Criticism fell on the soldiers of the zone of operations of the 34th Divi- given the task of taking Hill 609. By April 30, the 135th Infantry was

34th because they had yet to win an sion. Taking this hill was critical for The attack jumped off on the night being weakened by casualties, and

outright victory on the battlefield. the furtheroperations of I Corps units, of April 26-27, 1943, but insufficient elements of the 133rd Infantry were

America' s British allies especially felt since the rugged hill mass, 609 meters progress was made because of unex- fed in to bolster the attack. The 135th

that the 34th was "lacking junior lead- above sea level, offered the German pectedly stiff German resistance. reached the crest of 609, but German

ership" and "aggressiveness." Much defenders clear observation into the Because the Germans held the high troops still held positions at the base

the same criticism fell on otherAmeri- avenue of attack of both the lst Infan- ground, large scale maneuvers were of the hill. German counterattacks

can divisions, most notably the First try Division, and the 1 st Armored placed under hostile artillery fire. The were numerous. Both sides had a lot

Armored Division, which had been Division. Hill 609 had to be taken. terrain was open, which meant that of fight left in them.While the 135th

poorly handled by higher headquar- Hill 609 itself was outposted by there was little concealment or cover held the crest of 609, the last gasp of

ters early in the campaign. numerous smaller hills, hills 473 and for the troops. More importantly, the the German resistance was broken

By the end of April, the German 375 formed the northern wall of the Germans designed their defenses to when the 168th threw back a German

and Italian forces had been cornered corridor, and hills 575, 529 and 455 be mutually supporting, so that at- counterattack. Hill 609 was in the

in the northeast portion of Tunisia, formed the southern "wall." As is tacks on one locality would draw fire hands of the "Red Bull" 34th Infantry

roughly occupying a semicircular usual in warfare, the objective, hill from supporting positions. By the division on May 1, 1943. The linch-

beachhead covering the ports ofTunis 609, was not one which could be evening of 27 April, the heights to the pin of German defenses in the H Corps
and Bizerte. Major American combat taken until the other hills-had fallen. north had been cleared by the 168th sector had fallen. German resistance

w,";t_ in ,ere ,,ndr the.,om-. Theoperation, therefore reqired the nf-antry, and the. 13thInfantry " hel -.-

mand of the U. S. Army's II Corps, entire zone to be cleared, at the base of Hill 609, but the crest of end was in sight.
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