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Baca selected to

run Guard Bureau

New Mexico Adjutant
General nominated by
President Clinton

By Li Col, David Super

Metinnal Guard Soarea

areer Malonol Cioomdeman Majp
Gen, Edwond . Baca hay heen
nombrated by President Willinm

Clinoon o be the new Chiel of the Na-
tional Goend Buoreas.

Baes, 55, the Adjutunt General of New
Mexico, wis nominmled Moy 3, He suc-
ceods Li. Oen, John B, Conaway,

levels. He has wide expenence in peruo-
nel. pdminestraiion, supply, muiplenance,
bogistics, comptroller and operations e -
trons. Belore beang named Adjuiain Cien-
sl e TR, Me served ax ehdef of sl of
the vew Menico Army Mational Gasrd
The namince joined the Natioaal Cuand
in 1956, and mose o the mnk of sl
SEfgoam wltile serving in Voo .quig"-
ments,  He was commassioned in the
Ordnunce Corps following  graduation
firam the New Mexico Military Acsdomy
in 1961, As n legtenant, Bach wobun
teered for sotive duty in 1964 amd was
msipgned a5 8 mmintenance shop oflkcer
with the B5th Ordnonce Company in Tan
Son Mhot AB oed

whvo retired st Movember, Dar-
tng the interim, Maj. Gen
H;,:.:,-'mmn:t I=. Bees has served os
Acting Chief,

Beca has been the Adjuthne
Crenernl of hizs home siole since
I"i'H-_'l-I where he directed o maor
midemization of air defense pr
tllery mnits and conversion of the
Air Guard from A-Ts o F=l6s,
He \!reu:ireu.nlr.‘*d & h.rl:!ul]l]:ln:
program of wrmorbes o drs-
matically mereased (he Matonal
Chrnid s invol vement i commmaeiily sp-
pon, including developmentof an aword
'-'-'i:ml.il.'lil_.. Communily Japsed ﬂmF'pn:\'i:n-
tion campaign that has served ax a pilol
program for other statcs.

In 1991, New Mexico was honored as
the averall Akr Foree winner of the first
Depantmient of Defense Community Drug
Aveareness Awand  The awand recog-
nized the state's comprehensive campaign
o ddentify armories a8 community cen-
ters i sprend drog awireness g rms
throughoat the civilian populstion in New
Mexien,

As a military technicinn, Baca has
served in o vaiety of militnry stafl posi-
tioms & the battalion, bogade and siate

Maj. Gon. Baca

Long Hinh, Vieinam.,
Hie wezs redeased from
active duty in 156,
and refurmed @ his
milltary lechnician
COFEET,

I mddition o his
military duties, Baca
is & member of the
Crovernon 8- Council
o Health mmi Physi-
cid Fitnese. An avid
rumner, Baca hios a
personal best marathon (26.2 miles) time
af 3:10

The Ceneral is also o |'|1.|:mbrr af the
boand of direciors of the New Mexioo
Red Ribston Campaign, the sieering board
of the Tans I'.:r'r.hmllip Agrains DTI-‘IE.'-
and Aleahol, the Mew Mexico National
Cingrd Officers” Assoctation, Yeterans of
Foreign Wars and hoporary member of
the Militnry Ovder of the Purple Heu,

A nstive of Sunin Pe, Bsca is the first
Hispunic to be nomed Chiel. He and his
wife Ritn have seven chiliiren and five
gramdchildren. Two desughiers e in the
Air Cyard and one sonim the Army Guand.
Another son recemly compleied active
duty with the 82nd Airhome Division.
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ity tn all ﬂmuuﬂmr-
ritories.

* Asof May 11, the wtal
value of cash and drugs seized
by police this fiscal year, with
- National Guard's assistance,
s $3.305 hiflion. ]
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“I was fmpressed with the breakdown
of the environmental issues (March edi-
ton) tht face the Awr NMatonal Guoard.
With the Toral Force policy being imple-
mented, the Reserve compobenis no
longer ke o hack s=al m the environ-
mental, safety and health arcas,  Wiih
people leading the way Hke Li Col, Mike
Washeleski (ncting chiel of the Air
Cinard s énvirommental progesm ) we can'l
gowrong. Mol only was he credible (in
his interview ), but he is ilso receptive io
new idens for the betterment of the nexi
generation.,

Gireat job in not only presenting the
facts, bt albowing the reader to think
through the environmental complexitics
that surround ioday s working conditions.

With 13 years in environmentally ro-
lated fhelds, it is great 1o see the leamwork
approwch still being personified with lead-
ership from professionaks like Li. Col,
Washeleski

Thanks for & I:IIIH!F:- urtiche on @ VETY
imponian subjpect.”

TSgt. Jun AL Brown Jr.
New Fork NMational Guard

“in thd May 1994 isvne commeniary
titles] “Aceident prevention that waorks,
there were two ermoes,  Firstly, I'moa
member of the Washingion [.C. Ma.
tional Guard (not Maryland. s« repared).
secondly, the DSN munber for Li. Col,
Richard Giroben - the Accidenl Preven-
tion Parndigm Warkshop crentor — hos

GUARD 7 0018

iezen chmnged o Y24-6947. 7
CMEgt. Michael M., Cavey
Werslidmpeon 1.6 Matdona! Gugrd

WRONGLY "STATED

“While reading the April 1% [ssue, |
noticed a small emor on Page 4. The
article tilled ‘New jet tokes off ai
McEnuire” containabox titled "Recent F-
I6conversions.” Within that box itstaied
that the 1 78th Fighter Group is in Spring-
field, M1 I is sctopdly located in Spring-
Meld, Ohio.

However minor this emmor may be, |
thought it woubd set the record straight,

Adsa, the | T8th was the last unit in the
LS. Ammied Forces to fly the A-7.

I really enjoy reading The On Guard,
it"s packed full of good information wnd
15 always full of “good news.” Keep up
the pood work.™

S8t Gregory T. Rush
e Matioral Guird

I recently picked wp the April The O
Crrarared wind 80w thee story titled "Treating
Cruptemals.” Iwm:dl:rmmp]intnhhe
members of (he Conneoticut Army
Ciunrd"s Public Affairs Detachinént who
come o Penems and Focused on our medi -
cal team (47 5th MASH) for three days.

I alst weanted 1o ihank the edior of The
O Giurrd For focusing op the hemanitar-
imn nssisianee effort in Cienlemala.

Your coverage of our unit made our
mgmnbers prowd o be o part of the Na-
thonal Guard.

T Cn Giwaed also . offers Natiomal
Guardmembers 3 way 1o stay in posch
with ofhers, A felir apo, vou ran a sbisry
and phcioabout azoldier T formerly served

wiith im e Mew Jerwey Mational Guand, I

was nice to réacquaint mysell with him

thirosiegh the paper, misd o see thil he wis
credited with saving a life™

Capt. Thomas P. Ayers 1T

Kentueky NMatfona! Guond

“Conorary to an articls recently pus
lished conceming the enactiment of & free
tuiion bill by the Alabama siste Jegisly-
bure, Alsbpms and Lovigiana are not Lhe
only stodes that olfer frée wition.

Largely due tothe efifon of the Natonal
Chuard Association of Tlinods, spearheaded
by Col. {retired) Marvin Allesee and the
late CWIOM (retired) "Hap™ Day. o free
Tudtion program has been enjoved by [Hi-
nods Guardmembers since July 1976,
This, 10 my knowledge, was the fim
program of its kind in the notion.

Acconding to the 1993 Mational Guard
Almonse, similer free wiition programs
are also offered to Goandmembers in
Connecticut, Hawan, Massachusetts and
West Virginin ™

Capl, James E. Franke
oty Narloeea! Crird

The O Guard s adways looking for
Letters to the Editor, I vou have read
Senmethime in owr paper, or would ke fo
corpeRl on & sulect relating foo the
Sattanal Coitcnrrd, (0T peape &3 wner [ rmar.
Al Ietiers will be suliect 1o editing for
siple and space conifenanons,  FAX
vourr lefiery fo DSN 289-5705 ar (703 )
T563 TS5, [Fyou woent o munil in, werite to;
NCE-PAC, 2500 Army Pentagon, Warh-
[T O 20500250, ,.‘.rn'qrq.,-'_'r;.l.u;lru.
et b direried bo oiir elifoer, T.S.qr Jokn
Melibpner, af DEN 280,578

Lvle Farguhar

Leave it to that Warrant tos Tind
a way to spet it and chep ik
at the same 'I:mul; !
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i IN THE NEWS

* World Cup
* Heesheadshome
* Female first

Wisconsin explosion mystery solved

Investigators reveal
that no human error
was invelved

By Ind Lt Scotl YWalters
Wixconsin Nanioral Craard

he cause of the KC-135R

pecident wis 4 foulty elec-

tric fuel pump located in the
center wing el tink of the plane.”
With itha smpouncement, Col.
Glene Schmity, Wisconsin Adr
Ciuard s 1281th Ajr Refoeling Groap
commmander, broaght 103 close ake
of the mosi painful chaglers m thn
umit"s history.

Schmiliz shared the long-awakted
mircmafi accident repor’s findings
(the mishap ook plece Dec. 10,
1993) with the news media in April
after the families of the six victims
were briefed in person.

"Winng within the el pump

most vend hole, This arching ciaused
the veni hole to enlarge,” Schimitz
reported. “As @ resall, molien cop-
per from the brcing wine was trns-
ferred through the vent hobe into the
tnk’s fuel vapor aréa, cansing the
initial explosion and resulting fire.™

Killed in the explosion were:
MSg. James R. Schlicht, MSgL Roy
A Stprszak, TSe1 Michael E. Heath,
TSgL James G. Russell, TSgL
Ruzsell H. Sharr and 55gt. Patrick
. Foran.

According to the commander,
ghort-ierm and long-tenm comective
netions have been ordered so this
iype of sccident never happens wgain.
The shor-termm fix is to ensure that
all 10 of the foel pumps bocated
throughout the KC-135R remain
submerged of afl times, The long-
berm fix concems cerltakn procedones
with the nircraft’s wechnical orders.

“You need to be confident,”
Sehmite told reporters, “that we arg
starting a program (o examine all the

. housing anced & or near the upper . pumps o pll our wirplancs, That

Prialo courtesy ol the Wisconsin Masonal Gearnd

process i gocurring,”

Investigating officers also. con-
cloded there wos mo hiaman ermor
lending 1o the exploshon.

Schimnitz emphasized that all main-
tenance procedures were lollowed
to the letier prior o the mishap, His
clam was hacked by the accident
repon. which saikd, “these procedunes
were, and ore consislent with those
wsed by all tnker umits in the Adr
Mutsonal Goard, Adr Mobility Com:-
mund and the 1.5, Air Force, Thens
Wiks NO sUpervisory or emplovee er-
ror commitied by anyone associnted

thiz explogion. Ta the best of
our edjpe, this is the fir inci-
dent involving this particular (ype
of ebectric fuel pump.™

Alihough Schinite said the six
people killed in the explosion will
pever be forgoten, he sdded that it
wis time members of the unit pat
the accident behind them.

“Personally. | nm glad this part of
the healing process 15 over and | am
glad that there was no lman ermor
an the part of any member of the
12Eth,” he zabl, “Part of the pain of
ithis tragedy was oot knowing the
icircumstaness in which the sccbdent
oceumed. Hovever. fimally pirpoin-
ing the definile couse will now en-
nhle Use wnlt (0 rebem (oonoemnl,.

EXPLOSION - Investigators
gay the 1993 mishap was
caused by afaulty fuel pump.

Guard helps kick off World Cup

the Mational Guard is belping (o moke sure thai
we are gracions hosis.

The event 15 the 1954 Workd Cup soccer loumismend,
the most antictpated and watched spons spectacle on the
planet, Beginning June |7 in Chicago, 24 nutiona] teqms
will play 32 games in nine cities 1o determine soccer s
world champion for the pext four years.  Tournament
organkrers expect the championship match July 17 in

Thi: summer the world ks coming to America, and

Pasaslenn o draw o worldwide ilevision audsence ol

mote than 2 billlon peaple,

“Gentbng ready for Workd Cup is similor (o orguncang
52 separaie Super Bowls,” said John Griffin, Workd Cup
USA*s senjor press officer. “1 hins taken a great igdm
effort by many organizstions all over the country. The
National Guard hos been there every step of the way, and
wit wodldn't be able to do many of the thaings we are
doing withoai their help.”

By the time four F-16 fighters from the Dlksois Air
National Guard's 182ud Fighier Group My by Soldier

Field July 17, during the opening ceremonies,
Guardmembers from severn] siates will have foggped
thousands of hours helpang organizers prepare,

In stples from Massachusets o Californis and the
District of Columbia, Guard officials hove worked with
bocal, stade and federal authorities o develop security
and crowd-control plins,

In Uiah, hmdreds of miles from the nearest tourma-
ment venue, 25 Alr and Army Cusnd lngudsis evaluated
mare than B0 sudidon wmpes in 15 langoages from
prospective World Cup volonieer interpreters.

Clugnd umits have also provided sopply - personnel,
drivers, armory space, portable lights und peneraions and
crowd-contiol equipmend

During the wamament, scheduled Guord World Cup
support includes gix ceremonial fly-bys by Aar Guard
flying units and more than 350 hours of observation,
tramnsport and MEDEYVAC sapport by Army aviabomn
friin six sasies, In addition, Army Guond bands from
Califormin and Muossachusetis will perform m gemes

- TGy dmr:vnhmntmmwur!:ndmﬁ

3. W i III -
pupﬂl:ruurdmr stitian of destination.” Those

“choosing to wear civilinn sttine mist ensures thit
it is moa, cleon dnd warm etwugh.

‘Eaanzples u!qu;nhuﬂulhhgimhd:
rippedd, lom, friyed or patchied clothing, tk
togm, shoris, short skin. endergirments wom

as critcTgarments, tathing suits, sadals oF oy

nrdgyhl.
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of the Bese™ By enlisting the help of battalion commanders, Scoti
has battalions competing for points for activities that draw atien-
thon 1o individual soldiers, soch as promotion ceremonies. The
battalion s awarded extra points i thaur soldier's employer ar
family mtends the ceremony. At the end of the year, the points are
counted and Scott irents the winners (o steak and potato dinner,
The losers are given hot dogs and beans

“It's ol in fun,” Seott ssbd, “T's worth vy ey 1F iy cost,
becaise it makes my job easier.”

He has also developed o “Train to Retrnin®™ progrim, It requines
battalbon-level retention NCOs 10 interview soldiers who have
enlisted within the lust two years and discuss their problems.

His “Gaone, but nol Forgotten™ program involves miailing a

Great Scott

Mississippi’s SFC Richard Scort is
the Army Guard'’s answer to keeping
soldiers in uniform

By TSgt. John Malthaner

Pkt by BFRC Al Yardley NMetrowmerd Cruard Barean questionmaine to soldiers who have lefi (e Guard. The informa-
QUALITY CAMP - 5,000 o fion gathered, has helped identify trooble nreas.

vislted l.l'l:nh'lﬁll‘i‘ip Iy who n-|n.'1u1_-. tme with SFC Richend Scott may Aside from making a point to know people’s first nomes, Scobl

linms sl summer. notice e has 4 size 9 ring finger. It seems that this  gayshis success Hes in having a lot of helpers, “1jost plant the seed

! s vear”s pewly fiied Army Guand Retention NCO of the “Whan

and iry o let other people think it's their idea,” he smid.
people think it"s their fdes, they Ll give vou 110 percent. 1T i0s
force fed, yoo may get 50 per-
cent effor.”

The Army. Guard’s top re-
tainer Habsocvic minded. He's
o chistriet chairmun for the Boy
Scouts, a past president of the

Yeor hos taken o iIIu:nin:::iuu ofbers (o has eminence h],-
tnpping his prized ring
wherever o hord surfbce
avails itself.

“l poess 've hecume a
nng-knocker,” confessed
Svoll sheepishly, belore

et

“I don't see
myself as a

giving in to lnughter. i Mississippi National Guard

The Anny Guond's an- retention N[‘t}.-\uliuj.r:iminq inad & county
awer ;u Iw-rpinﬁ ':;J!le Nﬂﬂ, I see chajrman for the American Con-
i usalonnsays he doesn'| CEr Society,

, see himsell as a retention mr“lf a8 a Bulwr:i his job and civie ne-
NCO. 1 see mysell ay morale sponsibilities, Scott spends o bot
morale NCC,™ said Scott, of time away from his wile
o member of the Hatties- NCO” Conmie and iwo daughier. “As
burg. Miss.-based 114t SFC Scott ' long as he's huppy at work,
Aren Supgeort Growp, we're happy at home,” zaid

Ad such, Scoil makes ji Conmie.  "We miss him when

o e n his business to ensure that each soldier e meets s dealt with be's away, but he's very dedicated to his work.
munk competition thal recogenzes incdividually. He hins done this by creating programs designed “After all it"s whnt puts food on the table” she pdded.
wwmm ke erestall & senae of belonging among the 20 units he represenis Anda nngurn e manile, |,;-|._;_']|=-|; |:||j-||'\-J |.-J gets ._|-|..:rr|,-||-_- n"""'E-.]J‘.'r'
customer wuﬁnﬁmm A program Scolt is particularty proud of is *Operntion Best — of tapping it s e
provemen environmmental .

misdel afl idher installation man -

Zicse | Ford selected Guard's top recruiter

Col. Roberi Turbyfill, ACOE . 2 ey are a hand growp to
. e e Oklahoma NCO uses s

most efficiently ron insulliion music to bring them in Ford is responsible “I turn
v the Chlid.™ For 22 high schools in

Turbyfill said a eam of nine Oklahoma, none with every-
Judges apent two daysin the state By Tsgt. John Malthaner gradunsting closs of 2
betny evaluated. “wu*“:-_u;-h, Neriomal Gaerd Burea moreihan H¥L Tooom- thrng 1
m"’&hﬂﬁuﬂ, awnd his recruitin

utﬂtﬂ FC Died Ford has made o name for [1:1k:'u Ford is |m§ d'u into

This  year's ttmhu—up himself in the Notional Guard and 130 miles away from fun and
[,q“jn‘ fph:hﬁ the Army highschoolsof Oklahomaforwrit-  the nearest Military 1 think
w_. m_hm ing and performing pairiodic songs, Entrance Processing
received $125.000, while Moery- Now, others have taken (o singing: Station. Despite this, it mh!
mmﬂuﬂﬂmﬁnm mostly his praises, asthe Oklsloma City- over ile 54 mopths he

* funds, said Turbyfill, are to be based NCO was selected the Army No-  has been a recruiler, off™
used to further enhance the qual- tional Guard's Recruiter of the Yesr, Ford has averaged 5.5
wm&m-m'hﬁ:ﬂﬂ Ford says the secref 1o Ins success 5 recruits a month,
ﬂml:pfm.“.hlp, nitiude. “I'ma [reary cheerful guy,” he [nmipu“!.-1 e 43

“There are no losers”  he revealed (cheerfully). “Ttmm everything vear-old sayshedoesa’t
afdded, “Your soldiers ane win- I do into fun and [ think it rubs off on~ remember the nome of the person“who Services Vicotional Aptitude Battery).™
wing i you're in this game™ peuple.” recruited himindothe Oregon Army Goand — Ford sald .

Uwh Adjutam Genesal, Maj. As does his tnleni u= o muesician. as oo infantrymum o 1969, After six The 10 year brenk didn't stop him from
Cien John L. Mutthews, is bappy. Altheage of six, Ford would singinhis  years, he lefll the service io become 3 making a difference with the 445th Mili-
10 have played.  “Our selection church while his mother plaved pismo.  police ollicer. tary Police Company. After serving with
as natioawide winner is o (ribuate Hy 14, he owned his first goitnr, Befone Becnuse of o lsck of money inthe low  them for a couple of years, Ford applied
o CWO Terry Haslom amd our lonig, he was booking for a way wuse his ~ enforcement field, Ford became & for a position with the stste recruiting
Army Gliipersons whe have talentinrecruiting Army Guardmembers,  plambling comtractor, Asfalewouldhave  affice. Oddly, Okiahoma's top recruiter
worked so hand io make this pio- “Recruiters should not be afmid 1o go i, he was looking for  spare part in a  overthe Instthree yenrs was tumed down.
pram i sugoes,” he sald to high schools and pet in frontof agroup  salvage yand when an scquatntance spoke Fortunately, Ford was hired the next

; of people and sell themselves,” Ford suid. 1o him shout the Guard, “Mext thing | time he applied.
“That s really the enjovableé pan. becouse  know T'm taking the ASVAB' {Armed W o ko the resi
The ON GUARD
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Confronting drug dealers

Alabama's Monroe
Adams is helping his
neighbors take back

their streets
By S55g1. Mike Simpkins

LS, Ay Reser

e, Monroe Adams o
S himsell away [rom his
community"s rebuilding
propects i Bessemser, Al bud
only 1o help baild developing
nations n Lotin Amency
Adams, o citizen-soldicr with
Hesdquarters Company, 715th
Muinienance Battalion' based in
Bessemer, came (0 Panamn re-
cently to irain,
I Panamn, the opit 5 sop-
porting the Thedter r'..,||.upn!u:n:

;'qiipmm throughout Latin
America, TEAMS ensures Re-
serve Component unitswill ive
Oeeee tems avpilable at work
slies,

Adams’ inilitary job nd & sup-
ply specialist during his anmeal

imining took him away oo
annther project maybe closkers 10
s heeart and certainly cliser ta
his hometown.

“Throuigh our local Samimil-
miy actinn prograin we ans tik-
ing back our neighborhood,”™
Adnms suid, “We're cleaning
up old properties used by the
drug dealers and oonfroating
theam.

“We hnul sway old curs ond
cut the grass because (e dealers
hide in iL" he comtinued. “We
stop them from loitering around
by paying attention o them,
These guys hate the anention.™

Adarms uses mamy of the same
skills he employs inthe Guerd in
hin work in the neighborhood
program. Sometimes (inding
ksl a carpenter, other times
an elecirician, the Desent Suomm
velernn matviakns a sirong (ocus
nn jgetting a jods dune.

be m.nl.rr.: el sull .|.|.i|4.1'.'v.I pﬂ:-pln
i the Imghbl:rrhmd 1 remain
anonymons,” Adams sald
According to Adams, his oom-
MY Bt Eroup gets greal
support from the Bev. B 'L
Blockmon and the congregation
at e Moot Hebron  Baptis

O

Tk

Church in Bessemir,

“He allows us 0 meet thers
and {the church ) serves ns noml-
lying point,”™ he said. Adaomes
sings i ihe male choros and
serves an the trensurer of the
COMmmREEY 2eton Eoup,

L5 A iy Rererve

ne Texas Air National Guard pilod will go fast
and furin the Bight sgansi ilhcn drogs coming
into the United States,

The Texan should know about what its like to assert
authority, since he pilots sn F-16 “Fighting Falcon™
patrodiing the skies of Central Amenca,

Maj. Rick D). Long of the 1471h Fighter Intercepion
Groap, Texas Air Mational Guard, i spending two weeks
in Pannma h.l.-'ll'lini: oy sy the dr:lg Mow.

Long is ponicipating in “Operation Coronet Migh-
a fighler interceptor mission operating from
Howand AB, Punama. The unit’s mbission |s (o scramble
fighter pircraft and visually identify and monivor ircrafi
suspected of smilgreling drugs.

PRE-FLIGHT CHECK - Bafore boarding an F-16,
Maj. Richard Long (left), a member of the Texas
Alr Guard's 147th Fighter Interceptor Group,
checks out the cockpit. He was in Panama
flying drug interdiction missions.

Photo Ly S5 Mo Sanphir
*Even the old people ane stort-
g fo come ol wisd Belp us, 1a
tee past year of so ihat wee hove
been doing this those older
people ane secing that ihey vall
return 1o e times when they
can =i ol on their front porch

Taking to the skies to stem the

By Sgt. Maurice Thompson

BRINGING REPAIR - Sgt.
Monroe Adams, a membar
of the Alabama Army
Guard, tightens & truck
brake while training in
Panama.

and enpoy ther lives. My neigh-
borhood 18 coming back o=
pettier,”™ he sanl,

Adams reaches beyond his
streel by tnlkimng o the studends
ot mearby less Lamier High
School, where he played foot-
hall,

“I 1all ihose khds that T don’t
believe in peer pressre ... thal
you"ve got o be yoursell, [ hope
that it helps them get away from
the influepee of the deabers™

The nelghborhood mix of
young and old. skilled and un-
skilled, well-ofl and poor com-
ing topether for ncomamon catise
mzans podd things for the fature
of his Bessemer neighborhood,
accordimg o Adams

“Even the police are volan-
teering thelr pernomal time,"
Aulams anid. “Thiz commianity
isdrawing closer ipgether.”

He Befieves these comminity
ellors peke (or i improved
nefghborhood enviroament for
his family and friends. Thosse
elforts, however, carmy on with-
vl him while he aids the ULS.
militery's efforts in providing
an improved eavironment in
South nnd Central Ameriea

drug flow

UOmnee aleried, the pilot mest have his F-Bb aberalfi o the

gky in 15 mines,

Long helieves the training in Pansma is bener ihan

back af bome, “"Here the training is probably mome
realistic in o sense that we're dealing with a real enemy

and that makes lor betier irining.”

He is also strong sbout his convictions concerning the
drug interdiction effor. When sshed about his misgon,

Laong is quick to respond.

“It is unbelievable to me all the crime amd misnders
drugs cause,” he smid. "We've god 1o do something 1o

curb demand. Since thai's nod - working we have o

intendict.”

However, I does see hope on the hueru. “The
fation’ & drig palicy has many facets from grade schoal
edpcational programs o rehabalsiaion cenlers.”

hecon-

tinied. “The efforts exerted by these diverse groups in
fighting the drug mensce will soon be fel.”

individial

Even among fighter pilols it is not easy 1o find mn
willlng to speak his convictions on drug
interdiction, Nopetheless, delermination, cournge and
lrunkmest ore exactly what ong =ses in this mormied

Houston residem with 8 10-year-old daughier.
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ON TOP OF THINGS - Michigan
Army Guard engineers align a roof
beam on a schoalhouse.

Setaganti
SavIOr's

Michigan Army Guard's
107th Engineer Battalion
builds hope in Panamaian
province of Darien

By Spe. Patrick Toner
Vermaont National Guand

little boy scooted through o con-
siraction rone as hard-hat wear-

g e yelled and modioned o
ham o get oul— i's nod sale. They were
worried about him, bot they sl gpol &
chckle oul OF #

This child, however, didn’t understand
the ‘men yelling. They were speaking
English, while he spoke Spanish, The
fitile boy lives in Setaganti, a tiny town in
the Durien province of Panams. The work-
ers were citieen-soldiens of the Michigan
Army Natonal Guard's [07ih ]hlgimr
Battilliv basad i@ ]1!11'.-:n|i11*:. l'I'l'|.|::.' (-
cently ventured v Panama for their two-
week annual raining period

“We've beer ghving candy to the kids,"
anid Ist Spi. Gary Lafrenbere, the unii’s
top eilisted person. *The troops love 1o
fool around with them when they gel
some dovon time.”

Dorwn time 8f an Army engince
worksild is afien scance, bui doe o the
searing hest and high homidity of the
region, the soldiers were requinsd 1o take
afl the heaers between 11 a.m, and 3 puni

Eiuit i they were working, they wene

h__‘ -—‘_—-

WELDING - A member of the
Michigan Army Guard's 107th
Engineer Battallon {abowe) arc
welds a roof beam for a Panama
school. SSgt. Jim Baker (right)
fine tunes a shaving station he
built for troops.

working hard. The engineers were part of
LS. Southern Command’s efforts 1o
strengihen ties with the people of Central
and South Amenca

Theirmassion in Pannmaa woes booredbald
a schiood, The moof had been leaking for
yeurs, and there were no doods or win-
dlivivx

“We had n pre-planning conference-in
July,” sand Ta1 L Hobert Sexton, 107TH s
officer in charge, "We cume here and
ook ol of the meassrements znd deter-
mined what we would need. Then in

« December, we cume down aﬁqi.u for a

final sarvey,”

The recent trip was one of many that
LS Reserve Component fovces make to
the Soalhem Command nreacach year. In
1908 22 (0 citizen-soldiers are sloted
to weark i the homelands of our southem
neighbors, Most of their projects are, like
thiz one, for the benefil of locul residents

whio hawve no capahility (o complets such
consiruction work on thelr owi.

The Seteganh residends staried work
on their school before the LLS. engineers
arrived. When the troops did show, they
found things a little different than they
were in December,

“The nstives built up the gable ends (af
the school ),” said Sgt. Mark Rucdness, the
guality-control supervisor. *'We had re-
designed our s (o match the gahleo end.
We had (0 do some welding and some
adjusiing as we wenl along fo fil our truss

inta their building."

The 107th i the fifih of 2z rotations
thas hove deployed 1o Darben aver the last
five-months. Engincer anfls from Mary-
Lind und Florida have abso pitched in.

Setapanti is locsied nbout 30 miles
northwest of the Columbing border i the
lnnd of the Panama Canal. The villagers
are mpindy farmers who work sugar cane
faedds.

This vear's mission in Danen, called
“Cosecha Amivsd.” o Spanish phrase
mseaning “harvest inendship,™ &5 the Dirst
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EARTH MOVER - Michigan Army
Guard’'s 5gl. Mark Rudness moves

@ rock FUHE 107
Englneer Battalion was Ln Panama
as part of Dperation Cosecha
Amistad - Spanish for ‘harvesting
friendships.”

of is kind so deep imo the Panpmanian
ruin foresis.

I miiition o the sehool moof, the wmi
rebuilt a decaying basketball cowrt in the
center of town. dnd cotstrcted o sani-
tary |mrine for the school childnen

The iown's residenis weren't he oaly
o whio benefitled fromm these deplhoy-
mes. The chance (o tm in remole
Iocalions wis i greal opportanily for Hee
Michigan troops, who ofien expenence 4
hard time fndmg projects such s (hese
back home

“They reactually sccoamplishing some-
Ihing_" remorked LaFrendere. =T ].;i VES LS
a chance Lo crems-trals people in o real-
worhd environmaent.”™

The engineers wore completely iso-
Tt Frosm other LS, milry undis, They
received supplies by helicopter nnd boad.

Their only way o communicale with
the lucals was |hrnugh iheir fmerpreler,
S5pc. Ronold Reece, a Maryland
Clunrdmember Muent in Spanish. He,
along with o small group of Guandsmen
and women from  around the cotntry,
traveled o each of the live propect loca-
tboms B0 work with umits,

Building schogls and friendships are
ilifficult tasks, bt the next tinke Panama
ninn school Kids go to school, they'll
likely remember their Michigan friends

HI.IILHEH $g'l-

l!hl“J IRl hulpu.

in Panama one
block at a tima.

Prato by Sgt. Michasl Pitchar
PANAMA HELPERS - 5SgL Paul Alsept
(lefl) breaks out wires for an electrical
condult. Membars of the Washington Air

Elr-urllé' Td =t Clvil nesr qu.mlrm
“{abo .Mmﬁl"ﬂ%ﬂ; .

R T g g

'Bmldmg Panama for future generations

¥ mmmm
Alarskas Navional Guard

ture had l_n-bct:gmll:lmlmluummd with locul resources.

Hot weather conditions in Panama dictated bublding with
i nssined conerete hlock, corrugsiad tn mods and deco-
rative Bl instesd of window gluss,

Asian extratouch, the engineen conatriiciad a garden plot
behind the school.,

M you give gnion alsh, be willeod for adoy; i yod ieach
& man o fish, he wall eal for g Efetime., " sabi 14, Col, Joseph
Vemon, detsohment comiponder. “The projects here will
aid the willegers in gudning sell-suifickncy.”

oung Pooamaminn boys ran agound the constrsting
sité- o' the ootekims of Pinsma Ciry, Punama,
Ty ety on makeshifl peloiies. Several
‘Wishington stabé Air National Gusrdmergibend billdmg o
copcrete block compmini] kitchen kept the kids running for

e,

THgr: Morman Uirbm, o carpenter and bujlding consiruc- -
tion -supervisor from Omak, Wash., watched B-year-old Scveral residents worked side-by-side with the engi-
Manisgl lug aoother block towurd him, necrs, gaining construction expersence.

“Most af the kidd are bty of have other sctivities, bat there Enginser such as the one ot Barrida ¢l Christal.
mmmmmmmﬂmmmummmh ste part of LS. Southern Command-sponsored . amiog-
project,” Utbat sald. - assistance activities in Central and South America. The

Fifty members of the 1418 Civil Engincering Squadron  comimamd oversess US. military from Guate-
bawed at Fuirchild AFB, were completing their second week . mala 1o the somthern tip of Chile, & distance of 6,000 miles.
of an ananal training in Panamu. The unit, ormally tmined = The region encompasses one-leath of the world"s Lund
nrquickly ercct unentire airfiecld and base oot of a jungle or  mass. )
desert, put their skills into building s schoolhouse and “There are several projects ongoing in Panamn and cer-
support buildings for & miral community. Another detech- tain other countries in Ceniral America,” said Maj, Sieven
medl of the wait worked on dormitonies in g former leper Argyle, ldaho Air National Guard fiakson officer. “In many

cobony on the Pacific Ocean cosst of Panama. of these projects we are providing the expertise and man-

The 1411 is the thind civil engineering unit iowork on the. . apement through people with structural job skifls for local
Harrinda el Crintal school, The project will give a permanent Erews"
pchool oo aboan 200 children who have been’ ifiending Urhat is moking considenbly less money whild onannuil
elasses in tomporsry thutched huts, Eraiming. Bud, he and his fellow 14151 enginesrs wre nob in i3

The enginsering squodimon worked on the plans with  for money, “The pay it much, bot Fyve never worked on
village leaden: Ant mmm condderation wis ihe sinie- — amithing as l;gﬁh.nwrr:thmduuul poufect.” e sakd,
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COUNTERDRUGS

‘Bama’s eyes
In the sky

Marijuana growers get no
help from above

By Li. Col. William E. Crawlard
and TSgt. Ralph Bitter
Albarins Matisnil Guaed

Tll: Huey dipped bow, chaving iis
aladow geross the soath Alohatin
forest. Inside, gs the belicopler
Mew. its search patiern, eves dilipendy
exnmined the forest bedos,

The mvees md women who conduet these
rmicsionia don’t wainl o be named, bl
they are members from Alshpma Army
and Atr Mational Guord units across the
state. Thewr mizsion is to halp state amd
federal low enforcemend persomine] eradi-
Cate marijuans.  Their specinliy is spod-
ting the fields from the adir.

On this day, ooly & small Geld wis
dlghied, So more thom 50 marifiana
plauts were allacked by mahetes, The
falait were brooght beck 1o o foter-wheel
drive vehicle and houled off for burming,

The mission was like many others since
the program began, Some felds mre farger
thiith athers, some smipller, Byt the major
drive i3 the same, 10 nd - Alaboma of
(T TETTS

The martjdanacradication poogrmm fimt
began in 1987 and is controlled from o
Joint operutions cenler in Mopigomery,
Aside from Matbonol Gusrdimeinbers, the
cenleris stufTed with represeniatives from
the Al Depanment of Public Safety,
ABC Board, Drug Enforcement Admin-
Intration, iie Alabama Buresa of Tovesti-

gations and Customs Representstives.
“When we first started, (finding) 12,000

Phate colimasy ol the Alpbama Guasd
LOOKOUT - A drug force axport
keeps an eye oul for madjusns

. lields from an Alabama Huey.

plant fields wenen” ot neommon,” seid
Capl. Daug Nelson, operations officer.
“What mokes the job difficult b fhul most
of the fields are deep in Alabanu forests
in some very insccessible pluces. Some-
tiimes personpel have lorppel i from ihe
hellicopterd ™

over every county in the stage, 1 takes 11
weeks (0 11y the state one time,” e noted.
“Withour the Guard, we couldn’t do the
job.”

The murijasnn erdication program i
not the only way the Cuard assisds in
figltting the growing problem of illegal
drugs, Another projram, Operation Stop
Flight, is supponed by both the Army nnd
AldrMational Grenrd. The odginal concept
of the program was Eo try tospol the iype
of nircraft wsed for air smuggling.

Adrpiarts soross Hhe stale are visited sl
mirgrafl are inspected for indicators. that
they muy. ave been used in drug smug-
gling operutions. This helps low enforce-
et cut down on paper chases.

Frank Bray's Counterdrug
Task Force has realigned.
He says the move will help
the Guard better deal with
the drug problem

Taking aim
at DRUGS

By Capt. Phil Blabiat
Nu'irauulf E;H.u:.l.r:d' Hurrpm

iver serving combat fours in
A Korea and Vietmam, Frank Bray
by omoe agmin in the tnenches,
This teme the Mational Guand Bureau®s
Direciorol the Counterdrug Task Force
ts taking abmat those who deal drugs, A
badthe, he says, that may become casier
mow thal the Task Fosce hos been me-
slrictuesd,
On Feb. 14, Nutioral Guard Bisrean
realipgned wfl ol ity drag perwnne! fo

tion program. formerly a public offairs
resparstbility, and the Infemal Preven-
tion and Education Progrmn, once a
Muotionnl Guard Buresy Humon Re-
souree Directorle 5581, e now Cor-
bined with the Countendrup Task Force,

“These two existing orgmiisatbons,
DR andd Indernsl Prevention will basi-
cally sty the same." Bray said, “How-
over, there are plats to stteamline these
and existing drog interdiction programs
lor planning and budpet cach vesr.” e
aand,

A with most neorganizathons, change
i5 expeciod. This: fiscal vear, the
eoisivenirug budset was deercased bakoe
for a 1otal reduction of more (han $32
million from the Counterdng Suppon
Program.

Despite the cols;, Bruy insisied thod
every elffiont is being made W fumad iale
plonmed it vities,

"We,at the national level. are cuiting
oiar operiing budpet by redocing soune
internal management pooIns s 7S o
diminish the oot of the redisctions a1
the state bevel,” he explained.

Despite the recent budger cuts,
counterdrup work continues.

Owver the years, drug eradicaiion und
infendiction support hus been o main-
slay. Acconding to By, the Alr MNa-
tional Chanrd's interdiction efTomns ane
primanily. outside the continental 115
while the Army Watimmal Gusrd cone

I:_‘.

cenlrales within.
AN unis supply
rockar irncking dys-
tema, F<15 amd P
16 wirerafit nnd per-
sommel, in an eifor
o help sappon the
international low
commenity track
pnd apprehend
drug trafTickers iry-
ing 1o gel dnto the
United States

On .5, soil,
Bray expludned thint
Army Mational
Ciuard-membears,
alongzide Air Na-
tional Guard per-

numernns oibher
Secretary of De-
!'l:'!l:u.--npp.rd:w-:d
SUppar measuTes.
Since federally-
fupded counter-
drug suppont mis-
Bivps began in
TURD, plae Bat]oanal
Cieard Has assisied
in the seixare af
cagh and illien
drugs ‘todaling in
the billions,
Bventhough the
*hillion dollar’ im-
poct imay be -
pressive, the Coun-
terdmpg dicector

sonned, suppor law
entorcement i lo-
cating und eradicating marjuing, ib-
spocting corgo of wir, ses and lund
points. of entry, providing in-station
military skilix such as intelligence
unalysin wnd linguistle assiginnce, and

says the real mei-
sune of effoctive-
ness pories when  local and gational
low enforcement sgencies express saé-
infaction with the Guand's support,
Perhaps the suving grace for the
counlerdnug’ progran &5 tha on any

CRACK DOWM - A member
of the Puerto Rico National
Guard (left)] watches as
police inventory confiscat-
ed crack ond cocaine. The
Connecticut Alr Guard's
103rd Air Control Squadron
(balow) were in Columbia
running survelllance on
drug smiugglers.

Phota by gl F. Seda

SPREADING THE WORD - Puarto
Rico's SFC ‘Morma Miranda
hands out material o children
and parents regarding drug use.

given day, Bray hos thousinds of MNo-
tional Giunrdmember volunteers work-
g 0l Adding Amercn 'of one of Its
largest socinl and coonomic prohlems
‘While some are poid for ther service,
ur overwhelming majority. e volun-
oo, Many work daily in'thelr come-
munities wills schoal children edisen-
ing them o the hazsids of dog use

Aurmed with capahle yolunteers, the
Task Force hos found mother effective
weany 1 [igh the drug problem.

“Dirig eradication = interdiction
efforts will contime_ however, (e new
ranional strategy i o expand te DDR
privgram,” Bray poled

He prediceed that DOR will izke o 6
new emphasis.

"Wecannot build fences high enough
and Rire slecpuate mumbers of palice (o
coftrol illicil dougs as long a5 ihe de-
i previdle.” be said.

The hatile agamnst drugs is differem
fram the ones Brvy i fowght in be-
fore, This thme e insists, "Drugs are
bere by invitation; not by invasion,”

Bulldozing the problem

Mississippi Guard helps
return neighborhood to kids

By Li. Col. James P. Hills
M LI Nattomad Gaand

lever-year-old Reggie, leaming
Efwtr his meom yellow bicyele,
peered through the mist of con-

erete dusl af  Mis snsip Malional
Crzardmermbers systemntically mrng a
row of vecant hooses on Hill Avenoe in
Jackron, iz

vy IIL|'_-|'.lr.' | can ] oiaide my
house o nkpht,” he sighed. “At dark we
don’i go outside, T 1 forger and leave
romwcthing i ithe car, [ con't po gt B
unless o grewnup goes with me. Now
murvhe | con do i novell™

The row of houses across e dreel
fromm Reggie’s lame have ||:u|:: e the
suspeciod hangout of dmig deslemn, proms-
tibotes pnid dreves. Nine of the concrole
nnd cinder block houses face ponh on
Hill Avenoe. Acrogs the sireel sl mod-
est, bt well-kept honses and duplexes,
miany being the homes of long-time resi-
demsls. |

Imimedintely i the east. isthe “Duiry
Bar Conmeer,” kuown throughout the area
e tlae: “dbrive-thny doug markes” The: Le
shaped packing ol arounst (he squa baild

Prats I:-:.-i.l:.ﬂ-uLJm‘Iﬁ P.Hilg© P
BULLED OVER-Mississlppi Army Guard's 890th
Engineer Battalion troops wrap a steel cable

around a crack housae,

ifg has entroness onto bath Hill and Yal-
ey Avenues, Customers aften  doive
through the sssemblage of dealers (o ex-
change cash and ¢mck. Undernge Took-
ouls, posted 4 block wway, are guick o
yell, “Five-03," whenever cops aresighiesd.

Like maches m & soddendy-ilfemi-
nsted moom, the dealers scamy (o safery,
oftenim therow of cinder block hodses on
Hill Avenue. This arca ol fown, kndwn
us the Washingion Addition, ¥ consid-
ered by some ak one of most dangenous
b the LS. Witk o poplibation of s
| 5AKK), there were 25 murders [here Tast
yenr—Ifive of them on the “Dairy Bar
Clowmer.”™

Provwn Halll Sieect, abwout 2000 yards io
the west of the infomous cormer, stands
the twa story kel Entmaoles liahle El
ementary School, lnside, te schodd i
wpic-and-span and osderdy. 18 is e teal

children between the ages of 6 to | | spend
mac b ol thetr lives. This s thelr haven: o
refupe bounded oo he Frodn of the scluosl
by o vaet cemetery, and on the back:, less
ihan ) feot oway, by ihe row of sus-
pecicd “crack lksses,” Superstitions ure
pul side for the cometery. i far' Jess
intinuclsting than the vacam houses

In ihe houses the danger 1= neal, not
mmingincad, and the kids kndw tat people
i in those 10 conerete "tombs,™ They
may. die slowly from deg sbuese dnd
eelbited discases, v they may die quickly
kit it burf haitle of drug deal pose bad; bui
die they o, The danger isso real, izachers
gaonrt their stodents post the bouses on
thetr veay tomd froom sehool, The kids see
it, mnud live 18 every day,

Word of the plight of the [sable school
eventunlly reached the offie of Missis
sippi Gov, Kirk Fordice, He organized
“Operathidn Crack Down" (o destroy ihe
10 “eruck housex™ on Hill Avenos sl
any others thnt theestened sudents

In Jacksm s intercity neighborbioods,
mmore: Hinn 00 farget houses have been
bentified; 30 adjicent to the campes of
Fuckeon State Liniversity.

As copcetm spreail, Maj. Gen, James
H. Gamer, Mizsssippi's Adjutant Oen.
eral, wasd asked for help from his
counlerdrug forces. The destmction of
alleged “orack houses” i o of the 16
Departiment af Defensc-approved
counterdrug. missions;
anid, once a law enfonce-
men| agency Forrmalived
the request, the Ciimnd
wenl inko nelion

ik uny overcast meen-
ing. 25 Guardinembsers
from the Dvog Enforce-
meil Suppon progrmm
and the R%(th Engincer
Batislion beganthe clean-

A steal coble was
wrupped aronod one
house, and a bulldozer
; pulled the. tam cable
throsgh the walls, like 8 cheese cutler
through cheddar. The houses were down
ir half-n-day, Intook more tham three days
to take away the remaining debeis.

The lackson- Poblic School Dismict
now plans (o build o neighborhood park
i ks ploce,

By destroying the breeding grounds
for erime, wnd the L for the purveyors
anu users of illegal dmgs, they will, ae-
cording 1o the Governor, “Have no place
o ran, ond B plece o hide.

One of the feens watching the firs
house go down was 14 year obd. His two
brothers had died violenitly; one by drive-
by shooting. the other by stabbing. Al-
though it was (oo fage for his brothers, he
knew novw that someone cured,

He alo knew' the opening shots hogd
been fired in "Opernfion Crack Down,”
ancd the Cruard was i the batile.
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* Great Aloha Run
* Top athletes funded
¢ Island triathlon

SPGHTS SHORTS

MMM
has been g lll::fmﬂ]h
to fund athleles with world-
Class podentinl.

Called the Warld Class Ath-
lete Program, the propram’s
wim is b provide soldier-ath-
letes sith the opporsimiy to
participate i fraining foc ao-
thonil and inlerpigionyd dpons
competitioan.

“The solckier will be broigh
o duty full e, and their sole
Job wil] bevo pm‘nm
selves for the Olympics,” aald
five-titne Olympdin, Maj.
Willie Davenport, National

Members of the Hawaii
Army Guand's (o Baialion,
487th Field Astlllery got the
|mmmgmnm
off with a hanp ¥
synchoniving the boam of thefr
M-102 howitzer cannon with
the crack of Howail Gov. John
Waihee's stanter pistol.

Properly & group of
35 fellow cannon cock-
ey ran in formation the entire
£.2 mile rouiz.

‘Iﬂll TAKES TITLE

Hockey players from the
Duluth-bused 148th Fighter
Group won the Minnesobi Ajr
Nutional Chuard Hockey Chaim-
pionship besting the 133nd

lis, 21- 14, The store congrsted
of & twi game fotal.

Wisconsin's  Mike
Ziegler turns in rop
military performance

By Capl. Edward Richards
Virgin Idprds Neptoopad Geerrgl

& mnnkr hom sounded, more than
ATII swimmers, ¢lad in green or

red swimnmumng caps, dashed inko
the: tinguaois-hlve Caribbenn Sea mark-
ingg thee stmri of the dih Anoual Tri-Force
Caribbean Challenge Triathlon,

The event, held on'St, Crois, Yirgin
Islands, was spoosored by the Virgin
Islsmds H;J.Ilurlu] G g sanctionsd
by the LS. Military Sports Associaltion.

According to Maj, Matthew Allaire,
Tri-Force president and founder, the event
saw i reCord ummogt, ““We higl 53 bnadi-
vidual triathletes and 18 three-member-

relay teams, representing all of the mili-
tary forces,” e said, “We had inilitary
athletes from as far away a8 Germany
wnd Soasth Adriea™

The tnnthlon was an Olympic distmee
evenl [ included a 1.5 kilometer swim,
i 40 kilomeeter (248 miles) bike nide and
o M) Eiloosetes (6.2 mdles) mmn,

Jose Rodngnez, adistance mnner fnom
Puerio Rico, won with o time of 2:25:52,
The ferst maistary partscipant i cross the
finish line wos Mike Ziegler, 8 Wiscon-
st Genrchmember.. He finished o minuie
off the pace in 2:36:57.

A relay team from the Yirgin Istands
wizs the first combined squid to cross the
finish line with a blistering time of
JoEnd ]

*The iristhlon was one of e best |
hiwve ever participated in,” said Marmon
Willimmes, anchor nmner for the winning
If]u}' P “Man "'"t“.-i Allatral, aluug
with the other Guardmembers, really out

Fhoto by Capl. Edwied Richarcy

Virgin Islands hosts triathion

S5PENT - Wisconsin Matlonal
Guardmeamber Mike Ziegler (above)
shows the affect of the Tri-Force
Caribbean Challenge Triathlon.

did themselves.”

Unlike other tathlons, the Canbbenn
Challenging Trathlon offiers o cush prizes
o its participants. Athletes anc awerded
only trophics.

The following day fesjured a Junior
Tristhlon. Fifty-five chibdren From ages 5
to 13 paricipated.

After the Junior Triathlon. the public
wiks inviled 1o the military mircralt exhibi-
tiout o5 peert of the Guard’s Drug Demiand
Reduction Programe Al the exhibitbon,
ithe public got & toar of a C- 130 from the
Hhoske [xlamd Adr Matbomal Gaeard,

“IF there ever wis & program that acdds
wiloe to America; this hasiobein,"” Allxine
proclaimed. " The Guard was oble to reach
out pod tosch our Blands” vooh,”
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Buckeye
TUTORS

Medina, Ohio-based artillery unit
spends Wednesdays teaching reading,
wrting and arithmetic to junior high
school students

By PFC Marley . Starkey
i Meatioual Guicaied

Crinnre) soddiers visit Bockeye Junior High School

vl oanee indssion in mind: education. They are not
educating about the mililary, mther they are teaching
reading, writing and arithmedic, cocasionally with some
hlnl.ugjrﬁrhlﬂn:l:}r thrown i,

E very Wednesday nfermoon several Dhio Noational

i.luﬁ fom Service Bailery, st Baualion,
] :|r:'||I st - Medbis, were called Lo

service when Debbie Marshall, PrEVENLHN [Frogram oo-
ordinatoe for Ilnuhjn Schools; turmed to the National
Guand for help

While ateending the PRIDE (Parents Resource Insti-
tite for Drug Education) Conference in Cincinnati,
Marshall noticed several mentons in the program about
the Chio Natooal Guard's Adopt-A=-Schos] intiafive,
Shortly thereafter, she contacted Sgi. Andy Allinson, 2
Drug Demand Reduciion coordinator,

Based on the locale of Marchall®s school system,
Allinson calbed SFC Jayce Ashwill, Service Battery's
readiness NCO. Together they instinued a partnership
hetween the unit ond the school.

Al first, some of the Buckeve lunior High Schonl

i

stidents Bdn"t know whnt to think of thedr niformed
RLILOrd.

When Mike Sinclalr, 13, firet saw the Guandmembsers
in thelr camoullage uniforms, e conjosd up images of
drill serpeants he had seen on ielevision. *Ohomy Crod,™
he thooghi to himsell, “what did we do wrong?™

Since the Guarnbmembers have belped him arith his
studies, Mike is no lopger intimiduied by the uniforms he
sees, "] now know that the Guardsmen ure hers to belp
me,"” he snid. “1 like the after schod] program becanse i
ghves e o et time to stndy.” Mikie ways it's now catier
t sindy at home,

The stodents are placed
in the program, wswally at

the request of parents, to “l now

develop betler study hab-

fx, With a Gurardmember y Koo w

present, siudents have

qu:m: they can ium io thﬂt E:hﬂ. -

for Relp, a8 well 55 & role Guards-

maded totnlk o, other than

a leacher. men are
Mat Grillis, another stu-

dent ot Buckeye Junior here to

High Schonl, said the Ohio

Guanl™s presence makes h'Elp me”

learming mewe imteresting.
“They quiz me for 1288, or help me figure oul tough
problems,”™ e said.

Jan DeMardi, a puidance counsélor ol the school,
wasn'L siere what o espect when she found ot that the
Oihie Mational Gunnd was going tobelpwith her stodents.
She kmew ol the Ohio Mutiona] Goard, but only in o
miliary sense.

Phele by PFC Marey C. Starksy

TUTORING - Sgt. Chester Sudina (above, right),
a mambar of the Ohio Army Guard's Sarvice
Battery, 1%t Battalion, 134th Field Artillery,
checks the homework of two Buckeye Junior
High School students.

Like many citizens, DeMNardi disbn't realicee that 358-
toninl Cunrd uniis (hroughowd the state and coantry gre
becoming mvolved with many different community mc-
ineities. Hovwever, shie did feel thet the Chuandsinen skl
provide n**big brother iype of robe model ™ 1o the students.

Sagt. Brion Buicher, Service Battery” s tramidng OO,
15 plensed to be imvolved. =8 creales a positive image for
the Mational Ciupnd, and helps 1each the stedents ihe
benefits of good study habdts and the imponance of good
grades,” he said

St Chester Sudina fﬂ']alhal in achditkon o helping the
stihents, the program gives the Ohlo National Gieard an
opportunity (o show the community that it mare than a
military mWEIM1Lm “We ate here Tor the good of the
canmnnity,” he said.

Although neither Butcher nor Sudinn expecied 1o be
tutoring studenis when they enlisted in the Guard, both
recognizs that the face of the military 15 changing; thn
helping studenis merely reinforces the ousth they ook,

“The Ohio Mational Guard has not only a federl and
#ate mission, but an increasing mission to the commu-
nity,” ‘said st LL Timothy V. Owen, Ballery com-
mander. *11's imponiant to how thil we care aboul the
cormmumily and that we are o vital part of i.”

All involved with the program have been encournged
by its initial success, Debbie Morshall of the Buckeye
Schaiols hopes to expand the program o include Bockeye
High School.

Th|1ﬂEHmlHH'IﬂrM based at
m&mﬂuﬂaﬂl

ped at the base briefly to trm

Nixon's remains, via a Bog-
mll , to 8 Marine Corps air sta-
tion in EIMWHIIIIIEI’-

mmm
nluh. It

hmﬁﬂnﬂh
hmnﬂnn n on the East
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“We lovked over and xaw a fire, o we fist fook
o™ That was the reaction from Ohlo Ay Cuands-
man Sgi Shawn Morvet and civillan Corl Sham.
The menwere involved inthe pre-game warm-up of
a semi-pro football game when they siw 3 fire stan
in a nenshy apariment compiex. Scaling a 10-foot
fence (o reach the building, Mofvet ran inside,
carrying o crying baby ow o safety. He then
refurped to rescue several odher children and wisrn
rematning aceupaimts, A member of Deiachiment |,
213th Maintenance Company, Morvel's Columbus
Knights team lost the game 6-0 o the Cincinnati
Falcons, bot they wene winners in the bearts of many
af the aportment residenis.

Four Conpecticunt Army National Cuardmem-
bers recently received the Army's highest peace-
time medal for herosm, the Soldier’s Medal, for
rescue nctions they performed during the Becember
‘02 Mor'easter that strock the Furfield coast The
imen spersl n-.'.:rl'rn.I four himire {0 three (o five feet ol
cold saltwater to fescue 4 coilians trapped mnoa
truck that had stalked m flood walers, The men, wieo
also: received the sinde’s highest military honor,
incleded: Capt. Ronald Welch, SFC Raymond
Spry, SFC Doniglas Bell anc now-retired SFC Roger
Harr

Claremce and .'n'.rﬂ:ﬂmu!r Raker med ﬂ.rrd'_rr.f.f fn
|érve wiliiin 1I|c': Wire on hclive I.Il.l!:i' 1 e Ay Foree.
Mow commisinad, the cotmple are the firel Afed
wn-American allcers in- s Ll Ade Nalooslk
Gunrd. Clarence i8 the ofTicer in charge of the 15151
i ||_'i slics and Mpintenance Sqguadros and ﬁlfph:l:nr
i% the social scthoms offioer

The Natiowal Military Fivk and Wildlife Aoe-
cratron has honored Michae] Adimms, naturn] me-
sources manager of the Flonda Army  Mational
Crnred, fior s conbribaons o sound land sbésvard-
shapon Flonada Mahonal Chaard instalEntrons. Adams
was homored lor his elfons on behall of thresened
and cn-;l.ang:rwl,! EpeCIEs, inchikhing the redd-cockaded
woipecker.

The Air Foree hax selected Li Col Robert
Gireiber of Mew York™s 105th Alglilt Group as the
Reserve Component Atirney of the Year for 1993,
Ciruber 18 the puthor of the Air Natonnd Guard
Ciomunandst"s Legal Deskbook. s wer-Trendly puide
an matlitary begal fssues,

Califormia’s 26th Engineering fnstallation
Squadron has promoted its first female tothe rank of
chiel muster sergeant. The new wop-ranking NCCH
for the Hayward-based unit 8 CMSgt. Janime
Ciochon, o former sctive duty Mavy veteran who
has been o member of the unit since 1974,

The Civil Enginecring Associgfion of the Air
Nationnl Giannd recently announced ils Adnmen and
Oifficer of the Year awards, Recipients included
arf, Mina Hasan, top mmman: and ChMsgl BEnms
Hagin, top semoe MNCO, both of [;I!LII.‘F;J-'\ 65k
Crwil t::ngiltn'iub: !"'||:|||;.'||Ir||r| -f|.|~\.|.|'|'."i|::l. Soolt Malf,
top mid-prade MOCE Capt. Elmer Movell, top com-
pany grade officer; and Maj. JeiT Shelley, wp ficld
gradeafficer, wll of Alabama’s 187th Fighter Group,

Maryland's Brig. Gen. Thomas C.
Johnson gets pinned.

Lt. Col. Robert I. Gruber,
the Hoserve E'ﬂl‘l‘l'ﬂ'ﬁl"l&ﬂl'ﬁi

tap lawyear.

2nd L.
Thomas
Barber
shows the
belt and
towels
used to
save a life.

Califor=
nia &
newest
fTemale
chilaof
master
sargeant
Janine
Clochon.

Compiled by Li Col. David Super
Nirlomal Cucird Beresi

The Pathfinder badge that Brig, Gen. Thomas
C. Johnson wedars on his uniform ook on special
meating o4 be became the frst African- Amencan
I1:|'h:|'h1'|n||!l1mj [[%] gn.-.m:r:ﬂ pii the ..l'!.'lr_l,'IILIHI Maloral
Giugrd, Johmeon, a Baltimore native, has servied
thee Army Guard for mare that 20 vears, and now i
e sssistant commander of the 29th Infantry Divi
shom (Light) and director of the state’s Operation
Challenge, Johnson jolived the sctive anny in 1967,
attended Officer Candichate School, Ranger and
nirhoamee trninkng, and later served i Vietnam.

SMSgr. Raymond Preffer of Pemnzylvania’s
1715t Air Refueling Wing has been selected as the
1993 Ajr Motional Guurd Firet Sergeant of the Year.
Preiffer has been m the Mationn] Guird foe 26 years
anil was mmed first serpeant of the 17 158 Consali-
dated Adreraft Muintenance Squadron in 1988, He
i 4 vetern of the Gull War

The Ohin Armry National Guard has selected
Maj. Chrstine M. Cook as the st female 1o
comnmnd a batgalion in the 206 year history of the
orgamzntion,  Cook served on active duty us on
enlisted lmguisttransdstor belare joining the Mary-
land Army Matianal Gunrd where she was oomimis-
siomed in 19R0,  She now communds Toledo’s
13Tth Supply and Service Battalion and works full
time for the Ol National Guard.

Twa Cannectivit college ttudemis have recelved

s AR T ARG it s, By b i sainlilag i Lse

VEIT Winners of the 194 honors are agt. Jobm G
Andermicn, @ section leader wilh the 2500 ]_:!I_'.: 10T
{'nmpmll,'. pnad Spe. Gamick "l:":lnmlr.} 1N CENETLIN -
ninn beaner with l."|1n1rl:||11.' . lat Batislion, 102nd
Infaniry. Yanosky sttends Naoganck Walley Com-
munity College and Andersen the Univemity of
Coanecticut.

While enroure from Tulee, Okle., ro ity home
bhase in South Carolinn, 1 C-130 nircrew fmom the
|&6%h Fighter Group received a message to [y a
“Russinn hasehall ieam [rom "l-'l-".u.-uhi.ngmll, DO
Charleston.™ Perplesed by the rmidio mestape, crew
memders thought it might be o joke since it was
April 1. But they verified the regacst and learmed
they were belng asked 1o provide adslift for 30
Russtan athletes who would hove been siranded in
Wishington without the Air Geaed's belp. The
[6Wh's higgest challenge twumed oul 1o be TSalL
Thomas Witchek™s presentwtion of the safety hriel-
ing 1o the non-English spenking players who were
enmoute o meel o Caroling college teams,

“Like they fescly ux i the Natienal (iuard, my
plom was o sbop the bleeding, treat the wound and
tread for shock™ 2nd LU Thomas Burber St a
member of Florkda's Compiny B, 53nd Suppont
Buttalion, used those words o desenbe his neaction
o a necent emergency.  He wis studying for his
CPA expm when he heard calls for help from a
nefghter, He entered their house and discovered a
i whia hael been senously mjured m & fight.
Barber was on e scene for mne than 20 minofes
until police und medicsl personnel arrived, calming
the combatunts and providing first sdd. The victim's
life-threatening injury reduined 1230 stinches
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* Vietnam remains
* New York tankers
* Kentucky promotion

PENNSYLVANIA

Six members of Company B, 53rd — Stuchrnix from the Lebanon Val=
Suppon Baiinlion, recenily helped IHTEE A, ley College Physics Society received
Ciirl Seonis Mo 'Famr‘m with “eres- - four-star tresdmendt fmom the 28tk
ture eomion™ prrasgements for their HUEE e 1_]-i~.-:-.inu.-‘l.n|1!;-:;.. :.h.'hcn they vasited
first enmpout.  Troops set up 4 gen- £ Fort Indinntown Gap, Mal. Martin
crul purpose mcdium tent and cots, Mambers of Walker directed a series of briclings
.jllrdd:::g painad T:: Scouts mmd their E:tﬂ'mm ﬁnl':ll-é:- -umk-_un.lr-}mmﬁucl# prigt
o OF o CODOE, cal lessons 16 Hee st ¥ o madier
m'r qm adid ERETREY I motin” 1 tned o
I"".I u.m mentally prepare mysell for wlal
. augerto whukd happen, but 1 seill did not
MEgi. Ed Sperry, a Special Forces * drill holes In pxpect that boud of a nmse,” com-

miedic with the 19%h Special Forces
Group, has requmed from Vietnom
where he participaied in Operstion
Full Acoiming, o U5 effort to don-
Clude the cases of more than 1200
missing servicemen. Spemy s leam
recovered the remains of one Ameri-
¢an fromahelicopler crash site, Win-
ber raaas fade seirch condatons dif- i
fcule. “Tt was seaming hot one
minuie and freesing cold the next. |
trned to imagine the hell.,.of fighting
o war there,” e concloded,

meerited profesior Mike Day,

WEST VIRGINIA

Several Monntaein Stale pnifs re-
sponcled 10 clean-up requesis fiol-
howimg February flooding, the wors
i nine yenrs,  Members from the
108 nd Combat Engineer Baitalion
and | 1%h Engineers fooused their
mitention on the needs of the commuo-
nities of Philippi, Belington and
Rovwlesburg,

KENTUCKY

:

éﬁg

:

i
iivh

The I07th Air Refueling Group
ha tnken delivery of s fima KC-
[35R moker, The 107t is in the
process of conversion from the F-16
i the lour-engine tonders thal will
prowide e unil with 3 worldwade
mission.  The Frst nirormft will be
used pracanmly for hands-on mainte-
nuiw'e frmning by members of the
107t s Consolidated Arroruft Main-
tenance Souuddron. The refiscier wis
deliverad to Miagnm from Minoe
AFHB, N.I.

Thi pramotion af farmer Ken-
tscky Adjutani General Brigncher
Cieneral Michoel W, Davidson 1o the
rank of Major General has been ap-
['lrl.'rl.'r.'d h'rr President B il Clinbon aimd
confirmed by the L5, Semale Mag
Gien. Davidson s mow pssigned o
e L5, Special Operations Com
immnd ol 8MacDsll AFB, Fla, where
hat servies as Deputy Commmnder (o
Mobilirstion and Reserve Affairs,
He wis Kentucky's Adjutant Gen-
el from 1957 1o 1940]

When E Company af the IS8tk
Infumiry ook on 8 new mission lnst
fall, bt weas the omly undt of s kind in
the Buckeye Siale. Equipped with
Improved Tow Vehicles, members
of the Urbana ontfii were cager (o
begin training (or their tonk-killing
LTSIV

But there wos a hitch,  “Echo
Company™ had o clear mission, b
ni copdpment until enrlier this year
when five Improved Tow Yehicles
were delivered from the Ravenna
Arsennl.  All hands werne at the ar-
rwary to greet the tmotor trailer dov-
ers who delivered the equipment,

“These guys will finally be able 1o
truin the way they nesd o tmin”
commented Capt. David Reeves,

commander of the infantry Wl
Dhwring the first drill with the new
gear, members received an in-depth
safely brefing about the vehicles
and leamed oboat the importance of
preventative maintenance from 5556
Dhavid Wilson, the ks mobor ser-
geanl. He stressed that the harands
of working with the new egquipiment
threatens nof anly ihe safety" ol the
men., bt also the future of (he mis-
fron, I we don't tike cane of (hese
tracks, we'll loae them,”™ he con

ticined.

NEW ITV - The Ohio Army
Guard recelved new Improved
Tow Vehicles.
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50 years ago

this month, D D AY
National

Guardsmen mﬂﬂ'&iﬂ
|aid their lives “ﬂwnﬂfhfﬂﬁﬂmﬁ”fﬂ."ﬁ
on the line Grandcamp and Port-en Besskn,

Approximately 7,000 vards in
kength, the beach is Manked on
each end by towering cliffs. Winding it way through the
blufis nne @ series of draws through which o series of
umimproved mads connect with the main coastal high-
winy o Vierville and 51 Laurent.

If there was an ared of the Mormandy coasthine thaot
confonmed (o Cerman Field Marshall Erwin Rommel s
defensive formala, Omaba Besch was i The Germans
hod prepared o formidable boamier of obstacles three
echelons deep that mn the lengih of the beach,

The first band of obstucles was b series of sieel sinac-
ires known o “Element C© Obstacles,”™ As landing craft
approached the beach, ihese imegulardy placed obstacles
were designed (o rip their halls apan.

Occupants of the landing craft fortunate cnough o
reach the shoreline, were greeted by 8 barmier of wire
entanglements, harbed-wire and thousands of snti-per-
sonnel mines, The Germans had also placed a vast armay
of concrele pillboxes and bankers on the blulfs overlook-
ing the beach armed with MG 42 machineguns, mortars
and 75mm and 83mm guns.

The 15t and 29th (the 29th, a Nation] Guard Division

consisting of unks from Yiegai, Maryland and Wash-

ington D.C) Infantry Divisions were wssigned the mo-
menious sk of 1king Omuha Beach.

Cen. Dwight D, Eisenhower's stail hnd deemed i a
go0d plan, However, Brig, Gen. Worman Cota, the 29h’s
pssistant division commanider, was mot so sure. Cota felt
thad a night adtack would provide the element of surprise,
ond he seipected that the enemy’s coastal defenses
wisild be lile affecied by the pre-inviesion siramd naval
bBombardment

Aller a day’s postponemsent due 1o had weather in the
English Channel, the greatest invasion force in history

leh England fior France
a1 June 5, 1944,

Thee sttt wis pne-
ceded by 8 coustant
poamding of the shiore-
line and German de-
fiensive posttions by ar-
ullery, air and noval
gunfine. As Gen, Cola
feared, the prepara-
tory fire wis of T 1argel
mnd did lintle damage,

The Tk had been
told they would be as-
saulting a Hghtly-de-
fended beach, But, an
Gierman shells began (o fall, they gquickly lenmed other-
wise, Many of the crafl were sunk. The troops inside the
surviving boats were horrified a8 machine gun bullets
began io ping against steel hulls.

As the landing crall ramps howered, the soldiers were
mect by a hinil of gunfine from the bluffs above: Absorbing
the brunt of this nein of steel wos Company A, 116k
Infaniry — comprised mostly of Guardmembers from the
Blue Ridge Mountain tovwn of Bedford, Va. Most ol the
young soldiers foom Yirginia died within minutes. To
escape sure death, ofher infantrymen jumped over the
siddes of the landing craft, while others tried (o hide under
WileT,

Companies G and F were more (onunate than the
“Bovs from Bediord.” Due o grassfires obscuring their
mavements from the German positions, many of the men
wiere ahle 1o make it across the beach under the conceal-
il of xmoke.

The 116th huddled in pockets of 10 1 100. Many

Maj, Jeffroy Pope
NGB Historian

officersmnd NCOs lay dead. Weapons and equipment lay
on the bench or hnd been discantded in the water by men
who didn’t wanl o drown o the sorl.  Maoy 116Eh
saldigry cleaned their sondy M-1a on the besch wlille
mortar and arillery fire exploding around them.

Advance elements of the 11 1ih Field Anilicry Bainal-
ion were on the beach pear les Moslins by 8:30 am. 1s
mission was to meet the makn body and employ 12
howitders on the beach. However, by 9 a.m., 11 of the
horweiteers were laying on tee bollom ol the channel.

Meanwhile, Copt. Lawrence Mudill, Company E com-
mander, directed his decimated company’s movemnent
of T ihe beach. With his kefi prm blowmn ol T, Madill rallicd
his men off the bench and to the safety of the bluffs before
being killed by o muchinegun burst

Al T30 wom,, Gen, Cotd and Col. D, W, Canham, the
11f6eh commander, realized that if something wasn'i
donie immediaiely, 116th soldiers would be sbinshiered,
Taking charge, Cota and Conham mallied thedr forces.

Arriving at the seawall, Gen. Cotadirected machine gun
fire on the Cerman positions, nentrmlized harbed-wire
obatucles, and led his men off the beach,

Cunham did the same further éast. Bespectacled and
putl-thin, Canham looked prissy and professorial. How-
ever, when he dizcovering a group of officers tnking
cover in i bunker, Canlinm screamed: “Get your asseés
oul of your foxboles wd go kill some Krauts!™

Cota’s Hide army had taken the Yierville draw from
the near, not the front as plaoned, When Charlie Com-
pany soldiers entered the wown they were met by Gen,
Covim wealking down s narrow muin streel twirding his
pistod like an old western gunslinger, Cola greeted his
men by asking. “Where the hell yoo been boys™

AL lam. Col. Bugene Slappey and his 1 15th Infantry
Regiment, hit the beach in the second assaolt wave, The

plan calbed for the | 150 o land in frontof e les

Moulins draw, bul the regimenl was seusplly
Beached m mile cast of the original landing sisc.
The three buttaltons of the 115th fought thefr
~ lweay op the beach nnd past the bhuffs throughout
the clay,

When darkness settbed over Dmaha Beach, the
carmige wis evident. Dead bodies luy every-
where gnd the baomed oul landing craft hulls
were sl sioldenng inthe sea. More than four
hundred 29h Division soldiers had died, 341 in
the 1 16th abane.

COMRADES - Soldlers help the wounded
to safey on Normandy Beach.

Soldiers recall drama before and after historic battle

shal Bernard L. Mont-

Normandy Tnvasion

he troop rensport heaved and
rolled under Sgt. Gilbert Mur-

doch’s feel. It Bad left England
in the early moming on Junc 5, 1944
and was now poisesd near the Normandy
const, near a beach named “Omaha™ on
the Armiy's batile plans.

Mundoch joined the Virginda Asmy
Crard's Company A, 116th Infimiry
Regiment several years belore. He had
ni ibea he wiould be participating in the
lorpgest mulitary invasion in history.

All of the troops were resl messages
over the ship's mlercom from Gen,
Drwight D, Eiseohower and Field Mor-

pomery. Al aboot 2
am. everyone shook
hands with their bud-
dies; each realizing
this may be the las
fime they would see
eich other. Bock in
the staging arca the
First Serpeant jok-
ingly 1odd the troops
that as soon as they
had (uken the beach
they would all receive
Brose Siar medals
There was much

Gary Canlt [16th Regimental  Irours later on the beach, Reach helped

g M Combat Team climbed  Murdoch 1o safety after he had taken a
ACERUEICEREER 0o the 30-man land-  bullet in the unkle.

ing craft. The landing The first wave stanted to the beach 25

craft splashed down  "inutes ahead of schedule to allow for

into the Eaglish Chan-  1be rough sea. The cold, wet ride to the

nel it 4:30 am. and  Peach sapped the men’s strength as the

stiried o swesping cir-
ctilarcourse near the big
transpom, waiting lor
the other boats to he
lnnnched.

Murdoch spotied his
friend Cieorge Reach, o
flamethrower, and
wonderéd how ke

haoats took on wider, Men tried o bail
the boats aut with their sicel helinels,
vel despite thelr effors, ane ol the
Compuny A beats vwamped and sank.
Even theugh other Mavy boiis came (o
their rescoe, one man drowned.

As the boats approached the loom.
ing bhufis of Ormba Beach, which were
wisible thromgh the thick morming misi,

mirih over his remarks.
At aboot 3 wme the roops of the

would manage o camry ihe extm 60

pound can of fuel up the beach. A few W SecD-DAY, Page 15
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Normandy Invasion

INVASION
from ahove

ormandy,. The nomes of Utahy

Omahy. Gold, Juno and Swond

conjure an indelibe image of tek-
ing these beaches, scaling the cliffs and
liberuting Europe from the Mazis,

Geen, Dwight Eisenhower lonew. thai
Operation Overlord was being launched
with pround forces that were ndod over-
whelmingly powerful. On Jupe 4, 1944,
he told his staff that i was only feastble
because of allied air superiority.

During the operation, three National
Cuard sviation units mobilized in 1940-
41 were part of thot air grmado.  They
mnde direct contributions 1o the sudcess
of the invading Allied forces. The uniis -
by June of 1944 a mixture of home siae
Cuardsmen and volunteers - played key
recormalssance and Hakson roles.

From Selfndge, Mich., the 107th Re-
connalsance Squadron und the 108
Recommaissincs aquadron of Minneapo-
Fis - S Pail, Minm., photographed poten-
tial lnvasion besches, V-1 siles and en-

1 weeler in France
The 153n] Lisison Squadron of Merid-
ity Melias weas @ unit with o barge number
of endspicd pifots and flew VIPs such as
Gen. Omar Bradley 1o the continent.

The Guardmembers of these ouifits
sheared the risks of combat. The recon-
avistors flew the F-6A, the camers-
equipped version of the P-51 Musting. o
high-performance [ighter that weighed
nearly four tons empdy and could gomore
than 430 mph.  153nd pilots worked the
other end of the spoctrum in thear L-3
Piper Chube that weighed bess than 1000
Ibs., snd Mew less than 100 mph

I e it bedore the
invasion, troops like the
109th's Sgr. “Walter
Kimotek and L. Carlos
Ortegn hod fime to chat
ot 1 sgjundinon socil func-
tion with young English
wimnen who were sery-
ing as gun spoiiers,
Eimmotek asked one ol the
women “Who test-
hopped the first Spit-
fire™ She guickly an-
swered. incommectly, from
her movie theater frame
of reference, “"David
Niven.” Kimotek amd his
buddies laughed - in the
film “First of the Pew."” Niven pontrayved
famous Emglish test pibot Jeffrey Quill.

Starting June 6, everything changed,
2nd Lt Robert Curtis of the 10%h wis
killed on i visal reconnaissonnce mis-
sion along the French coast. His wingman,
Lt Richard Cassady wrote, “The weather
wid such that we had to .., 1y the mission
on the deck. Five minutes inland, Conis
called that his oil pressure was zero with
his wempermiurne rizing fast. | suggested e
pull ip mmd bail out, which he did. Tihink
he was caught by something on the pline
for he didn'l appeasr

NGB

L. Cal. James Lightfoot
Historian

nan-regulation
nose art included
the name *'We
Three"™ in homnoral
his fomily
“Stoney”, o wife
buck in Texasand
on imfung som, he
weomihl never see.
Hiis death hitclose
to home, and
brought the real-
ity of wor directly
i his vk,

On June 7, Lt
Troy Ray of ithe
107th was hit by
flak whale flying
al SO fect under s 1OV10 overcast. A
direct kit neary severed the elevaios cible.
He limped the 1450 horsepower min-
chine bome, striking i barn 200 fect shon
of the rumany. Ray walked nway from his
fotalled aircraft.  He told the flhight sor-
goon, “Quit? Man, leave me be. All 1
need 15 o chew of tobaceo,” Minety min-
wtes later he was Aying another F-6A over
Cherbourg, France.

Back at the 105th, 2nd L. K.E. Weld
drew his first additional duty - personal
property officer, To him fell the dubious

respansibility of pecking and sending
home the personal effects of those lost in
ihe war, a sobering experience for i new
pilod.

The weather cleared some by June 9,
bt with unespecied negotive results, LL
Eeller (10¢kh}, Lo Rowell ([(88hL Lt
Ray (10Th) and Li Camie (1070} all
were shot down over the English Channel
by fréendly fire. The clear sky made them
visible (o Navy gunners, whio mistokenly
thameghit they were German Me- 1095, an
pircraft with nearly an pdentical silhow-
cdbe.

On June 12, L Clorence: Louden and
Li. Richard Dotierer of the 109th phato-
griphed the big enemy puns st St Lo,
France.  Photo interpreters passed: the
informuion o headquarters and Alled
bombers quickly silenced the guns

By June 20, all three Goard mits were
operating from bases in Frunce, Busy
engineers set up metal planking for run-
wiys, and the planes continued o sappon
ground action. Victory wias nearly a year
away,

In addition to the 107th, 108 and
I 53rd, 19 wartime Army Air Force fighier
umits that eamcd Normandy Camipaign
credits inday ane part of the Air Nationnl
Cruard.

above it for some lime.
The chute was strimg-
ing oul before reach-
ing the ground... . 1
circled the burning
plune twice and he lay
abotd Wi wards asay
with the hall-opened
chade.”

Also lost that doy
wat Li Charles Sjione
of the 105¢th, “Stopey”™
was well liked, and
enjoyed singing st uait
functions. His plans's

REPAIRS - Some-
where in France, an
Alr Guard crow
works on a Mus-
tang alrcraft.

Pnoto oousiesy of NGB Hisioncal Services

D-DAY

From Page 14

the thumder of noval gualire pounded the beach relant-
kessly. The men hoped that all beach resistence had
been reduced by the Muvy and Adr Force bomband-
men.

Hope of an casy viciory was shatiered as the Ger-
mains began firing their morars and orillery when the
alficd bonts were aboul 400 yards from shore, Initially
the fire lacked accurncy, bt as the boats drew choser,
necuracy improved, Compiany A wis heading townnd
its landing point at Vierville when ope of the boats
received an air burst. Two men died instantly and the
resd were thrown into the ses

The four remaining boats of Company A dropped
ihekr rumps on the beach at “H-hour™ plus & minules.

An though it were a signal, (he engmy on e Bluffs
whove opened fire with aulomatic weapons, As the
fromit eow of troops dropped from a spray of bullets,
the other troops bailed out over ihe side m a meles of
comlasion.

Spme of the men were hit inthe waterand drowned.
Chhers mannged to drog themselves to the beach,
cxposing themselves (o direct fine. Some men stiyad
on the bench, burrowing holes into the sind until the
rising tide engulfed them into water again. Others ran
back it waler up totheir necks lorconcealment. Ten
primaies afier the boalt mmps dropped, Company A
wis without officers. Afier onpe hall-hour on the
beach. Company A wad reduced to ooe-thind its
original force

Company A was oot the only unit facing a merci-
less attack. Sobdiers from Company B dropped their
rump 75 yards from the beach. Enenyy fire proceeded
lex et ik tniboo over Lhe boal Mo,

Cupt. Ettore Zappacosta, the company commeandes,
Jumped from the boat and goi [0 yards through the
wiarler before being hit in the leg and shoulder. He
wenl down and was never seen again. 2nd Li. Tom
Dallas jumped outl of the boat and was killed af the
waler's edge. PFC Robert Sales tripped on the edpe
of the ranip amd fell into the water; o slip that would
save his life. Man by man, those who left the mmp
behind him, were elther killed or woundexd, Sales was
the only ope toresch the beach, and that took kimn two
hours. PFC Mack Smith, shot through the face three
times, joined him. The dead washed up to the beoch
aroarnd them and then washed back into the s&a ngain.
When the day ended. mwol one man from Soles” boai
hinel streck 8 blow.

A fomthold was gained on the mainland that day
when Company C fought its way up the Vierville
s and off the beach af ahout 3 8 mc on the moming
of June fr, 1944,
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LEGACIES-
Maryland Army
Guard's Sgt. Mark
Drake (far right
photao) lifts con-
crete forms while
Panamanlan chil-
dren lookon. 1215t
Engineers {right)
work on 8 basket-
ball court, SFC
Sylvannus Jones
{below) painis a
wall inside a
schoolhouse,

Engineering ambassadors -

Maryland's 121st Engineer
Battalion leaves its mark on
Puerto Pina, Panama

By Spe. Rick Roth
Murvland Nationad Guerred

he sounds of Pacific Ceean s

I crashing against 4 tropical beach

blended in contrast with those of
grinding power saws and chuming ce-
menl mixers as members of the Maryland
Army Mational Guard's 12150 Engineer
Bantalion battled the sweltering heat of
Panarma,

The Muryband citizen-soldiers 1eft he-
hind the comfors of thelr home st
recenlly for their two-week anmzal train-
ing, repainng & school in s remote pan of
the isthmian republic near the Colomibian
Border

“Thisis something thal yow hear aboui,
but when you see it voo don i know whai
to think,” said SFC Sylvanmas Jonés.

Despite the radical climate change,
Muryland ciizen-soldiers like Jones said
they welcomed the opportunity 1o hone
their militiry skills in an sustere, real-
warld environmenl

Upon arriving, cltizen-soldiers almoss
immediniely deployed 1o eastern Pinarma

fa relarbish schonls inthe remote. jungle-
surrounded Darien province villages of
Puerto Pina, Mogucenegu, Boca de Sabalo
and Setsgantf,

Knrwn for I1'e virgin jungle and many
rivers, Darien province is located about
Al miles northwest of Colombin on the
Pocific Dcein coxstline of Panami.

Ad hefmtiiul & it is almost innoces-
sible, citizen-soldiers =aw their supplies
wrmive obil every three or foor days,
Because Puerto Pina &s so remade, provi-
spons and equipment could only be deliv-
ered by boat or helicogder.

Al the Poerto Pina schoolouse, engi-
neers repained & stroctune onginally bailt
froenad 1980, It ws in dire need of repuir
due to the hareh tropical climnte, A leaky
rool, lack of intenior lighting, the absence
of doors and s broken up basketball coun
were the chullenges the engineers fuced
while working and lving in the wown,

The project wis actually part of a larger,
ongoing humanitarian and civic msis-
lance mission organtzed beiween the 115,
and Ponarmnning govermnents,

Called operstion “Cosechn Amistd.”
Spanish for “harvest friendship,™ it also
included other school and hospital
projects. Later this year, people fiving in
western Panama’s Los Santos Province
will see Army Mational Guard enginecrs
repunng three schools there,

* By T am. ona normal day, 12158 engi-

neers broke op o small cells w - do

PEIERTINE, COMCIELE. wrasamey. mivd o door—

installation waork.

Puerto Pina temperatures olimbed well
into the Wk with bumidity approaching
i) percent. The sweltering weather made
foruncompromising working conditions.

“It’s definitely different fioom combal
iraining,” suid Jopes. “1i"s hund work, but
nol very strenaeis. Wheai you get done
youi can say this is whal we dizl o help
MOMEONE,

The enitre schoolhouse, hoth mside
and oul, was in the process of being
reprinied. A mosoney team also rebail
auter walls with cinder block and steel
doors.

O T ilie side ofthe Poerto Ping whoil-
house, 4 eracked and crumbling basked-
ball court saw resurfocing. A concneie
tenm swemlad  through o mdd-doy s
pounng yard-upon-yard of concrele by
hand. Tn the remote Darien, concrete
muxer-trucks are far and few between,

MNumerons town residents looked on
curinusly, Children, being the most in-
guasitive, were [owd. playing with the
soldiers during their rest breaks.

“The first ‘couple ol days when ihe
project was orginally stuned, the resi-
dents serent really sure what to expect,”™
said Spc. Ron Reece, o member of
Maryland’s 62%h Military Intelligence
Baitalion. He volunieered his Spanish
ekills as an interpreter and deployed tnthe
Darien for two months,

“They love us. Absolutely everywhere
I go they're extremely happy and willing
to help usin any way possible,” he added.

Photos by Spc. Ik et
Since leaving Marvinnd, many cinsen-

= nerichrers-wore unskire. whit 10 expoct of

their -mew-found, Central American train-
ing environment, =

“For st Mutional Guandsmeil, Uais is
o once-in-g-carcer thing,” wnd 2nd Li
Cranbed Wood, alficer in charge. “It's a
highpoitinthose Guurdsmen' s Careers.™

For Spe. Puirick Marsiglin, a Persian
Gulfl War vederan who had already seen
mrisch oF the world, traveling to Torkey,
Sandy Armbia snd T, the Latin America
cxposure proved (0'be o culiumlly eye-
apemng. “Al first, it (coming to Panama)
dihn’t seam like o would be o big deal™
bre obeervead, VBt these people obyviously
depend on education,”

Duarpg 1994, sbout 22000 Reserve
Componei citizen-soldiers and ainmen
are aloted to train i Central end South
America. U5, Southern Commund over-
socs U5, military operations in the the-
ater from Belize to the southem tip of
Chile, a destunce of 6,000 males,

Missions are wide-runging and inclede
enjinser i like the Morylanders. along
with transporiation, maintenance, medi-
cal, dental, postal, military imelligence,
aviation, .n.l'l1l|[¢f}-. linguistics, special op-
erstiony, mussical bands and civil aifas
umits.

Muryland engineers ke Mord gl said
their toip fo Panema wos more than just
honing engineering skills, it was achance
b lesve something belind

“Tejums coeme in here and each pur in
their part of building, ™ he said. "We con
st inif nme on i and sEy We came over
and contributed (o part of their calture.”

The ON GUARD
June 1994

16

LS GuP . 1996=300=-401 s BO0T0

--'-'-'_

I e— e

-



