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iTRAINING

Ohio's Army Guard goes
through the paces at Grayling LANES TRAINING - Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 107th

Armor (bottom photo) head to the tank gunnery range at
Camp Grayling, Mich. SSgt. Kenneth Hughes (far left
photo) performs a .50 caliber machine gun function
check. A Buckeye soldier (below) sets a claymore mine.

training
By PEC Rick McGivern
Ohio National GuardU sually one of the hardest parts of

deploying for annual training is
adapting to an unfamiliar envi-

ronment.
Not so for nearly 3,600 Ohio Army

Guard troops when they converged at
Camp Grayling, Mich., recently.

The Buckeye Guard went into their
annual training accompanied by 1,200,
vehicles and 46 aircraft knowing mem- K
bers were expected to perform training
without incident. The unit training at
Grayling before them had launched aA-
errant artillery shell, damaging a nearby
civilian home.

The five major elements of the Ohio
Army National Guard involved were the
37thlInfantry Brigade, the 112th Medical
Brigade, the 37 1 st Corps Support Group,
the Ohio Military Academy and its Troop
Comimand.

The 37th Infantry Brigade focused on
improving their skills as tank crewmen,
infantry soldiers and artillery gunners.
Among the training tasks forthe 37th was
the school for M- 113 Armored Personnel
Carriers. Since the .50 caliber machine
gun is typically mounted on this vehicle,
soldiers were trained on its operation and
maintenance.

"They have to know how to load and
unload the weapon and how to fix jams,"PhtsbPFRckM ivrexplained Sgt. Doug Heaster, lstBattal- who supervised the training for squads and dispensing ammunition, providing The 112th Medical Brigade was also
ion/148 Infantry Battalion. "Adjusting from D Company, 1st Battalion, 148th safety officers and broadcasting instruc- on handproviding medical supportforall
head-space and timing also teaches the Infantry. "They were evaluated on prob- tion from the tower wasn't their assigned of the units.
soldiertocontrolthe speed of the weapon ing for and destroying mines, breaching military professions, Stoker said units While the command and control of the
firing. the wire, moving tactically and securing were assigned these duties "so that sol- entire operation fell under the responsi-Lanes training, graded exercises which the area. diers training on the ranges could focus bility of 73rd Troop Command, its com-
run soldiers through a series of specific Maintaining the ability to fight means on just that, range fire, and not the logis- mander, Col. James E. Caldwell, looked
tasks, was implemented for the first time relying on service support units to pro- tics of the situation." at the success or failure of the training as
for a large segment of the state's Army vide for the needs of the troops. Military police companies provided his personal responsibility.
Guard. While the 237th Forward Support Bat- support for all the missions and move- "This was the major training effort of

The armored brigade used it as a means talion responded to the fuel needs of the nritsat Grayling, which included serv- the year," Caldwell said. "We had it all
to train infantry squads and platoons, 37th Armor Brigade, SFC Ed Stoker, ing as gate guards, supplying personnel here: warriors, healers, suppliers and fix-
while the Ohio Military Academy used 371st 'assistant operations sergeant, met to handle road checks and responding to ers."
this technique to qualify soldiers as cav- the fuel demands of the remaining units at any calls about disturbances at the train- And, in light of the previous training
aly scouts. Camp Graying, which included the motor ing site. Maintenance units provided di- incident, the colonel was happy to report

"The troops performed a hasty dis- movements to and from Michigan. rect and general support as required. The no significant property damage orserious
mount, provided security and breached The 371st also was responsible for run- 637th Support Company provided field injuries occurred during the two-week
the obstacle," said Cadet Mark Lastoria, ning the ranges as well. Though loading laundry services and shower facilities. period.

The ON GUARD
1 6 March 1995
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