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Baca pushes Partnership

Former Warsaw Pact
nations seek Guard's help
in joining NATO

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Natidnal Guard Bureau

oday’s National "Guard generals™

would not have dreamed that such
a meeting was possible 10 years
ago. They were lieutenant colonels and
colonels and new general officers then,
and Poland, Hungary and Czechoslova-
kia was the enemy -- part of the “Russian
Bear” called the Warsaw Pact.
On March 6, Lt.

major player in this mission,” Bacatold a
room full of Guardmembers.

Credit for the historic alliance belongs
to a two-year-old NATO program called
Partnership for Peace. It has linked the
National Guard to 27 European countries
looking to learn about democracy.

Twenty-two states have already estab-
lished ties with these countries through

the National Guard®s-retated State-Part="

nership Program. Illinois has been paired
with Poland, for example. Ohio is affili-
ated with Hungary, and Texas is partnered
with the Czech Republic.

Those are important links, the foreign
diplomats explained, because they be-
lieve their countries have the best chance

tojoin NATO if and

Gen. Edward Baca,
Chief of the National
Guard Bureau, and
generals from 22
states were remind-
ed at NATO head-
quarters in Brussels
just how much the
world has changed
since the Berlin Wall
crumbled five years
ago.

Ambassadors
from Poland and
Hungary and a gen-
eral from the Czech
Republic asked the
National Guard to
help their countries
getinto NATO -- the
same North Atlantic
Treaty Organization that held the War-
saw Pact at bay in Europe for 40 years.

That remarkable requestin 1996 was as
significant a milestone for the National
Guard as was its decisive involvement in
Desert Shield and Desert Storm when this
decade was new.

No one is happier about that turn of
events than Baca, a 57-year-old three-star
Army Guard general from New Mexico.
He is an aggressive advocate for a greater
National Guard role in the international
arena.

“The Guard has the resources to be a

Photo by MSgt. John Thornton

MEETING OF THE MINDS - Lt.
Gen. Edward Baca (left) dis-
cusses the National Guard with
Romanian Gen. Cioflina (right)
through an interpreter.

when it is expanded
beyond the original
16 countries.

More important is
the idea that every
prospective member
will have to ap-
proach NATO
through the partner-
ship program.

“Partnership for
Peace lets those
countries prove they
can be active mem-
bers,” explained
Robert Hunter,
NATO’s U.S. Am-
bassador. “It is the
way for those coun-
tries to have a per-
manent relationship
with NATO.” -

U.S. National Guardmembers are teach-
ing military people in those countries
concepts that Americans take for granted
-- civilian control over the military estab-
lishment, part-time citizen-soldiers serv-
ing as part of the national defense and the
role of non-commissioned officers.

“There is no one better than the citizen-
soldier to talk about civilian control of the
military,” Baca said.

Now people believe the Partnership for

Bl See PARTNERSHIP, Page 11
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SrA. Todd Phillips, a member of the
Massachusetts Air Guard’s 104th
Fighter Wing, performs a preflight
inepection on an A-10 during Air

_ Warrior ‘96 in Nevada. See related
story and photos on Page 13.
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+ As of March 22, the Na-_ -
tional Guard has assisted in

43,260 arrests and seized 4,130
weapons, 20,077 vehicles and
nearly $57.9 million while con-

ducting 3,618 counterdrug mis-

sions this fiscal year.
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LETTERS

MACHO RESPONSE

I opened the front page of the Feb-
ruary 96 issue of The On Guard and
immediately spied the commentary
headlined, “Being Macho is Very Stu-
pid” by Maj. Terry Thompson, Wash-
ington Army Guard.

After 15 years in the infantry and as a
rookie recruiter, I have to say his article
is atypical of the beliefs of today’s soc-
iety; a shunning of the desire to develop
physical and mental toughness in our
youth and ourselves.

The need to perform tasks in physi-
cally demanding situations is a core to
the development of unit and self-disci-
pline which leads to success under the
stress of combat.

After reading the article, one has the
feeling that if you are “macho” you are
outdated for today’s kinder, gentler
Army. I would like to share a quote
with those who feel intimidated by
macho soldiers.

‘Any dangerous or physically de-

manding undertaking will invariably be

derided as “macho,” a derogatory
word applied by those who can’t to
those who have.’

That was written by Fred Reed, a
columnist for the Washington Post, in a
commentary entitled, “The Gentling of
the American Military.”

As a “macho Ranger” myself, I be-
lieve this sums up my opinions on the
attitudes and beliefs of those like Maj..
Thompson. At what point do you de-
velop unit discipline?

The BDU shirt has a function as a
protective garment from the elements to
include sunburn. If you are too hot,
drink a quart of water an hour and you
will be fine. Sweat is good for you. If
you are cold or may be cold, wear an
extra layer of clothing or carry it in
your ruck ... but do not demean those
with the intestinal fortitude to endure
hardship.

Enduring hardship is an integral part
of training and combat. Ask anyone
who has been there. I am sure there are
heated/cooled offices for those soldiers
who are accustomed to the comforts of
today’s society and prefer not to be
“macho.”

If you do not understand why we
must wear uniforms when it is hot, then
you just do not understand what this
business is abouit.

The soldier fighting on today’s battle-
field is no different than he was 200
years ago; the only difference is society
and our style of living is softening. If
you think you are cold, imagine Valley
Forge in December with no shoes,
(which is also an excellent example of a
determined “macho” army defeating a
better equipped and trained “civilized”
army).

- Be careful what you train for ... the

next enemy may not require the com-
forts our soldiers demand and the next
battlefield may not be sunny and warm.
We owe it to our soldiers to train hard,
but safe, and to demand that they ac-

- complish difficult tasks in demanding

environments.
That, my friend, will build some-
thing called self-confidence.

SFC Edward A. Brown III
Maryland National Guard

A HORSE WITH NO NAME

I appreciate your excellent newspa-
per, but in the February issue on pages
6 and 7, in a story entitled “Rebuilding
a Democracy,” the engineer battalions
featured were actually Air National
Guard Civil Engineering “Red Horse”
units supporting an active duty Red
Horse unit. |

The 200th Engineer Battalion is real-
ly the Ohio Air Guard’s 200th Red
Horse Squadron from Camp Perry Air
National Guard Station in Port Clinton.

The 201st Engineer Battalion is the

- 201st Red Horse Flight (Pennsylvania

ANG) from Fort Indiantown Gap.

Finally, the 820th Engineer Battalion
is the 820th Red Horse Squadron (ac-
tive duty) from Nellis AFB, Nev.

Red Horse is the Air Force/Air Na-
tional Guard equivalent to the Army/
Army Guard combat engineer. These
units were formed during the Vietnam
conflict, when the Army could not sup-
port the beddown and sustainment of
the Air Force in Vietnam.

Maj. James P. Mitnik
USAF

LETTERS POLICY:

The On Guard welcomes letters from
readers. All letters must include the
writer's name, address and daytime
phone. Names may be withheld upon
request. '

All letters are subject to editing for
style, content and space requirements.

FAX Letters to the Editor to DSN
761-0732/0731 or (703) 681-0732.
Letters may be mailed to: NGB-PAC,
2500 Army Pentagon, Washington,
DC 20310-2500.

Command Informatidn
Maj. Robin F. Carrington
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“I wouldn’t count that repetition. He’s still not going down far enough.”
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Lt. Gen. Baca travels abroad to

make Partnership official

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

vidual states with Eastern European nations is less
than three years old and is still new to most
members of the Army National Guard. The idea of a
single state and a European country sharing military
expertise, however, is old hat to Minnesota and Norway.
Citizen-soldiers from the Minnesota Army Guard and
the Norwegian Home Guard have been training on each
other’s terrain, and learning each other’s tactics and
survival techniques, since 1972.
Now the exchange is official. Lt. Gen. Edward Baca,
Chief of the National Guard Bureau, signed an agreement

T he Partnership for Peace Program that pairs indi-

Norway, Minnesota sign pact

between the United States and Norway March 5 to
continue that exchange.

His trip to Camp Torpomoen in central Norway was
one of many steps to secure closer National Guard ties to
Europe that kept Baca busy during the first week in
March.

“Future exchanges can only solidify that close bond of
mutual respect and admiration shared by our two great
nations,” Baca told his Norwegian audience on behalf of
U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry.

He was accompanied by Maj. Gen. Eugene Andreotti,
the Minnesota Adjutant General.

The occasion marked the Norwegian Home Guard’s
50th anniversary. This country’s National Guard is 360
years old.

“Our two nations’ young men and women working
together in harmony, sharing personal as well as profes-
sional experiences, is an inspiring sight,” said Baca of
the longest running National Guard foreign troop ex-
change in existence.

Floods produce daring rescues

By Kay Fristad
Oregon National Guard

erry Ridders was enroute to

Albany, Ore., to pick up his

son Christopher and take
him to his Boy Scout meeting when
the flood waters began rising. Hav-
ing recently separated from his wife,
he takes every opportunity to see his
son.

As he traveled along Gilkey Road
he noticed the water was about a foot
up on the wheels of his car. That’s
when his engine died. As he opened
his door the water started to come
inside his vehicle. He closed the
door and climbed onto the roof of his
vehicle. As he stood on the roof of
his car, the waters continued to rise.
Suddenly, he felt the car break loose
from the roadway. Drifting off the
road, it did a 360-degree turn before
becoming lodged on something un-
der the water.

Ridders knew he was in trouble.

It was raining and getting darker
when the Linn County Rural Fire
Department arrived on the scene.

“I knew the fire rescue couldn’t
help me,” Ridders recalled. “I didn’t
think I would get out of this one.”

That’s when the Oregon Army
Guard’s 1042nd Medical Company
was called.

Piloting a UH-1Huey, CWO4 Tim
Baker, CWO2 Doug Jones (co-pi-
lot), SFC Tim DelGrosso (medic)
and Sgt. Scott Doran (crew chief and

--hoist operator), teamed.up.with.an. ... §§

OH-58 helicopter equipped with
the forward looking infrared (FLIR)
device. It was crewed by CWO4
Craig Stiff, CWO4 Larry Yadon
and CWO Dan McCarron.

Kerry Ridders had been stranded
on the roof of his car for three and
a half hours when he heard the
familiar sound of rotors.

“He was in trouble in a big way,”
said DelGrosso, who was lowered
by a hoist to rescue Ridders. “He
was standing on about four square
feet of car roof with currents sur-
rounding him running between 20

and 30 knots with the water coming

up.”

As he swung in, DelGrosso told
Ridders to back off to keep from
being thrown from the vehicle.

“He was really glad to see me.
He didn’t hesitate getting on,” said
DelGrosso.

Ridders was treated and released
from a local hospital for aminor leg
injury.

“There is definitely a sense of
pride when you can successfully
complete a mission such as this,”
said DelGrosso.

Twelve days later, the crew of
the aircraft and Ridders were re-
united.

“The meeting provided a great
ending to the rescue. This story is
now complete. Our training has
been validated,” Baker said.

Ridders agreed.

Photo courtesy KVAL TV, Eugene, Ore.

CREW CHAT -Oregon’s CWO4
Tim Baker talks with his crew
during a rescue mission.

“People take you guys in the Na-
tional Guard for granted,” he said. “If

~ youweren’t there, | wouldn’t be here

for my children.”

His nine-year-old son Christopher
told the flight crew, “Thank you guys
for saving my Dad’s life.”

Beaver State crews were credited
with more than 50 rescues during
three days of flooding February. At
its peak nearly 1,100 Oregon Army
and Air Guardmembers responded.
The California Air Guard’s 146th
Airlift Wing also delivered 250,000
sandbags to their neighbors.

The Oregon crewmembers were
grateful for the help rendered by fel-
low Oregonians.

“From the air, we had a bird’s eye
view of people helping people; citi-
zens, firemen, police. Oregonians
really came together on this,” Baker
said.

“There are a lot of good people in
this state,” DelGrosso added, “and
they probably live right next door.”

u.Gross, the chief of AD

AIR GUARD BOOK ON SAI.E

Dr. Charles J. Gross
has authored what
some are calling the
leading history of the
Air National Guard.
It’s called, Militiaman,
Volunteer and Profes-
sional: The Air Na-
tional Guard and the
American Military
Tradition.

“This book is quite a
good piece of work,”
said Dr. Roger Laun-
ius, chief historian for NASA. “It will help
people understand how the Guard came to be.”

The book is a comprehensive history of the
Air Guard, its militia roots and the emergence
of early National Guard aviation from World
War I through World War I1. It also details the
Air Guard’s evolving relationship as a separate
reserve component from 1947 through the
Persian Gulf crisis. '

Dr. Charles J.
Gross, author

G history.inthe ... . .|

National Guard Bureau’s Historical Services
Division, has already been nominated for the
coveted “Air Force Excellence in Historical
Publications Award.”

States and units may relay official require-
ments for additional copies of the book to:
NGB-PAH, ATTN: Gary Gault, 2500 Army
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20310-2500. If you
have questions call DSN 761-0723 or (703) |
681-0723.

Individuals may purchase copies of the book
from: Superintendent of Documents, P.O. Box
371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. You may
also call in your order at (202) 512-1800 from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday or
FAX (202) 512-2250. The cost is $29 per
copy. Be sure to include the Stock Number (S/
N) 008-000-00677-6. Visa and Master Card
are accepted.

- JAYNE ASSUMES KEY

SPACE WARNING POST

Col. (Brigadier General nominee) E.
Randolph Jayne has been named the Air
National Guard Assistant to Air Force Space
Command and United States Space Command
headquartered at Peterson AFB, Colo.

- His responsibilities will include advising the
commander, Gen. Joseph Ashy, and coordinat-
i'ng with him on the Air National Guard’s
mission within the command.

“My priority is helping to get our new space
warning role off the ground as the Air Guard
takes on this critical part of our nation’s
defense,” J ayne said.
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TOUR - Louisiana’s SSgt.
Mike Plaiscia gives the
Governor’s Chief of Staff,
Steve Perry,atourofaLight
Armored Vehicle.

Bayou Guard
called up for
NAACP rally

ore than 100 Louisi-

ana Guardmembers

were called up by
Gov. Mike Foster to assist
Louisiana State Police at a
recent rally in Baton Rouge.

The National Association
for the Advancement of Color-
ed People gathered Feb. 24 to
protest Foster’s stand on
affirmative action.

Military police, public
affairs specialists and mem-
bers of the Directorate of
Military Support assisted state
police with crowd control,
media coverage and documen-
tation of the march and rally.

The crowds and marchers
were predominantly peaceful.
Only a handful of incidents
were reported.

“I think for the most part,
everyone understood why we
were out here,” said Spc.
Shannon Trigg, a 239th Mili-
tary Police Company member.

Trigg and other members of
the 239th provided perimeter
security for the Governor’s
mansion during the procession
at Memorial Stadium for the
initial rally and at the capitol.

The Guard’s Light Armored
Vehicle was repositioned from
its usual station at Jackson
Barracks in New Orleans to
the parking lot behind the
State Capitol.

Four members of the 241st
Public Affairs Detachment
assisted state police in photo-
graphing and videotaping the
event.

“Working hand-in-hand
with the state police gave me a
more objective view of what
troopers encounter on a daily
basis,” SSgt. Paul Sylvest said.

Florida responds to Cuban attack

125th Fighter Wing
scrambles after two
civilian planes are shot

down by MIGs

By Capt. John Daigle
Florida National Guard

hen Florida Air National Guard

pilot Capt. Don Garrett

scrambled and took off in his
F-15 Eagle from South Florida’s Home-
stead Air Force Reserve Base March 9, he
wasn’t sure what his mission would en-
tail, only that it involved Cuba, MIG air-
craft and hostile fire.

“Once we got into the air we started
getting more intelligence and putting the
pieces of the puzzle together,” recalled
Garrett, one of two Florida Air Guard-
members who received the initial scramble
orders after Cuban fighters shot down two
civilian aircraft over the Florida Straits.
“With only 90 miles between the Keys
and Cuba we didn’t have much time to
mentally prepare.”

Members of the Florida Air Nat10na1
Guard’s 125th Fighter Wing, like Garrett,
have stood a continuous air defense watch
over the Florida coast since 1956. So,
when air defense radar first detected the

MIGs’ flight, the 125th was the first to

scramble in response.

It’s a responsibility the pilots and crews
of the 125th take very seriously, said
Capt. Sam Said after returning home to
Jacksonville from two days of flying com-
bat air patrol, or CAP, missions for the
Coast Guard’s search and rescue efforts in
international waters off the coast of Cuba.

“We’re not only highly trained to do

this exact mis-
sion, but we fly
this area regu-
larly,” noted
Said. “For us,
this was almost
exactly what
we’ve trained to
do only at a
much higher
state of inten-
sity.”

The 125th’s F-15 Eagles performed
flawlessly during the missions that in-
cluded long hours and complicated night-
time refuelings, said Maj. James Eifert, a

- pilot with the 125th. The Jacksonville-,
- based unit completed its conversion from

the F-16 Falcon to the F-15 in January.

Between 5:45 p.m. Saturday (March 9)
and 10 p.m. Sunday, the 125th flew 22 F-
15 armed sorties on the mission, said Col.
CraigMcKinley, commander of the 125th.
The Minnesota Air National Guard’s
148th Fighter Wing -- with a detachment
stationed in Panama, Fla. -- also flew
eight F-16 sorties.

Photos courtesy Florida National Guard

ONPATROL -FloridaF-15s (above)
fly over the Florida Straits. Capt.
Sam Said (left) returns from a
mission.

All of the Florida Air Guard missions
flew out of Homestead Air Force Reserve
Base. The 125th returned to the rebuilt
base in February after spending three years
away while workers repaired damage from
Hurricane Andrew.

The 125th’s normal 24-hour air defense
and sovereignty responsibilities include
the airspace from Charleston, S.C., around
the Florida peninsula to Tyndall AFB on
the Florida panhandle. The unit’s job is to

_intercept, identify and, if necessary, de- -

stroy unknown aircraft which penetrate
sovereign U.S. airspace.

The Florida Air Guard is also preparing
to accept full airspace control responsi-
bilities for the entire Southeast U.S. Air
Defense Sector, running from Virginia to
Texas. The transfer of the SEAD respon-
sibilities from the active Air Force to the
Florida Air National Guard is expected to
be complete by the end of 1997.

SNOW
Assault

Cpl Dawd Herrera
- a member of the

New York Army

Guard’s Company

A, 1st Battalion,

105th Infantry,

~ takes up a posi-
tion during a |
~ recruiting demon-

~ Photo by Maj. Paul Fanning

_ stration at Hunter
~ Mountain Ski area
" -_m the Catskills
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Oregon’s
Winegar clan
has a reunion

every drill

By Capt. Mike Allegre
Oregon National Guard

hen the Winegar family reports to a weekend

unit training assembly at Portland Air Base,

it’s like a small family reunion. Airman, NCOs
and officer -- they fill many roles for the Oregon Air
National Guard and bring more than 78 years of military
experience.

A full-time aerospace ground equipment mechanic
with the 142nd Maintenance Squadron, TSgt. Rick
(Sande) Winegar, 38, has just over 20 years of service
time. So it did not surprise him when his daughter,
Jennifer, asked to sign up two years ago.

“She’s been around this place her whole life and she
decided it would be a good place to get some training and
benefits and get a chance to serve,” he said. “I know she
enjoys it because she tells me most everything.”

“I tell him because he’s got clearance to know,” A1C

~ Winegar chuckled as she playfully pushed her dad S

shoulder. She’s the first wor ' 7 torjoTt
military, and at 19, is the youngest in her fa:mly currently
- serving. She’s assigned to the Wing’s command post.

Her cousin, TSgt. Chris Bryant, 27, is a full-time
firefighter assigned to the Portland Air Base Fire Depart-
ment. Bryant, who has no immediate family in the Guard,
was looking for educational opportunities 10 years ago
when he joined the unit.

“Sande invited me out and it looked like a good way to
go. Now that I’m in, we run into each other all the time,”
he said. “I hear Jennifer’s voice on the radio and Sande
is always around the flightline. It gives us a good bond
and there’s always something to talk about.”

As traditional Guardmembers, Rick’s brothers Vic

ngh School He was the first famlly member to _]OIII

(Skip) and Scott also have put in their time. As Lt. Col.
Winegar, Vic recently became the new commander of
the 142nd Logistics Squadron. On weekdays, Lt. Col.
Winegar, 49, is the head of the math department at Sunset

five years before being commissioned.”

Not all the Winegar’s wear blue. Maj. Scott Winegar,
a 19-year veteran of the Oregon Army National Guard,
is assigned to Detachment 1, Headquarters State Area
Command in Salem. A Portland police officer, Maj.
Winegar doesn’t run into his military family during a
weekend drill. He is more apt to share a turkey dinner
with them over the holidays.

“Other than today, it isn’t often that we’re all in
uniform together. Sande visited me when I was stationed
at Fort Carson in Colorado Springs (Colorado) a few
years back,” he said.

Photo by Capt. Mike Allegre

FAMILY AFFAIR - Maj. Scott Winegar (above,
left), Lt. Col. Vic Winegar, TSgt. Rick Winegar,
A1C Jennifer Winegar and TSgt. Chris Bryant
keep the Oregon Army and Air Guard strong.

We’d have our own little flight.”

There is no Oregon Guard policy that would prohibit
a family group to deploy on a TDY or assign them all to
one unit. No family member, however, would be allowed
to supervise another or fall within another member’s
chain of command.

Selected as the 142nd Fighter Wing’s 1995 Airman of
the Year, Bryant says having family in different areas on
base is a plus.

“I learn about what they do so we can work better
together,” he said. “It’s also nice to see them around.”

It’s a family reunion one weekend a month.

he sald “I came in durmg Vletnam and was enhsted for i za AL Winegar adds, “We’d love to go TDY together.

Calculating his commitment

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ustin Smith discovered a

love foradvanced math and

an aptitude for a special job
in the National Guard when. he
was a junior at Macksville High
School.

Seven years later, that mix
has brought the 24-year-old spe-
cialist in the Kansas Army Na-
tional Guard to the threshold of
peacekeeping duty in war-rav-
aged Bosnia.

Smith, a teacher by profes-
sion, is among 26 members of a
unique Army Guard artillery unit
sent to Sarajevo to staff mobile

military radar units at the airport.

“It’sjust part of the deal,” said
Smith, a member of Battery E,
161st Field Artillery. “The
Guard helped pay for my col-
lege. I owe them that much.”

Truth be told, Smith never
dreamed he would pull haz-
ardous duty when he signed up
to become a radar operator at
age 17.

Now some people close to him
fear his commitment to higher
math and the Guard will put him
in harm’s way.

The Emporia State Univer-

sity graduate teaches calculus,

physics and geometry at Clifton-
Clyde High School in Clyde,

Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell

Kan., where he lives.

News of his mobilization
alarmed many of his students.

“There were a lot of gasps and
‘my Gods’ going on. It really
took them by surprise. First they
distanced themselves from me.
Then, the next day, they asked if
there was anything they could
do for me.”

He is just as im-
portant to his target
acquisition battery.

“Specialist Smith
is incredibly compe-
tent, and he’s able to
express that compe-
tency as an instruc-
tor,” said Capt. John
Campbell, battery
commander.

Smith seems to
find his Guard work
as rewarding as teaching.

“I enjoy it more than I thought
I'would,” he said. “When we get
outanddoourjob, it’s extremely
satisfying.”

The job involves sitting in a
small, two-person shelter and
plotting the course of incoming
rounds picked up on a screen 45-
inches wide and 102-inches high

RADAR LOVE - Spc. Jason
Smith (left), amath teacher,
says he ready to deploy.

that sits on a small trailer. A
state-of-the art computer sys-
tem can track rounds from over
14 miles away.

“The radar catches them in
the air and plots out where
they’re coming from and where
they’re going, usually before
they hit the ground,” explained
Smith. The process takes about
two seconds.

The radar can track 99 rounds
at once, Smith said. Knowing
trigonometry, he added, gives
an operator a better idea of the
angles to look for.

“He’s the best operator in the
battery,” assured Sgt. Jeff
Krohlow, Smith’s section chief.
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‘Gator Hunt’ validates South
Carolina Army Guard’s 1st

Battalion, 151st Aviation

IN THE

| By Sgt. Tripp Hutto
South Carolina National Guard

s the words “Ready to strike,”
bellow across the briefing room...
“Hoo-ahh,” was the reply.

And so began the participation of South
Carolina Army Guard’s 1st Batta-
lion,151st Aviation in “Gator Hunt ITI” at
Eglin AFB, Fla.

The Gator Hunt is a “load-out” and
hellfire missile exercise for the battalion,
headquartered at McEntire Air National
Guard Base in Eastover. 7

It all started with the “load-out,” where
a C-5 aircraft was loaded at McEntire
with three Apaches, all of the gear and

two vehicles.
“These men are the best at what they

do,” observed CSM Charles Jenkins, the
South Caiglina Army National Guard’s
State Command Sergeant Major. “They
can load a C-5 aircraft as quickly and
efficiently as anyone I have ever seen.”

When the C-5 came to a stop on the
runway at McEntire, the ground crews
were preparing to load the equipment.
The nose of the aircraft opened up as the
three Apaches were being led to the air-
craft. The loading ramp came down and
members of the 1-151st began to work.

“This was a working trip,” said Sgt.
Lonnie Griffin, an Apache crew chief.
“They told us there was no way we would
get all we had on the C-5, but we did. We
have a good crew, and everything ran
smoothly.” :

SSgt. David Rouffy, an operations/com-
munications NCO, said great planning
made the trip a success.

The ON GUARD
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“This was a ‘plug and play’ mission,”
he said. “With the help of the advanced
crew and all of the players in the unit,
even the toughest parts of the mission
went without a hitch.”

Upon arrival, Palmetto State soldiers
were reminded by battalion commander
Lt. Col. Earl Yerrick Jr. of the importance
of safety.

He also had one other request of his
missileers.

“We want 100 percent hits,” Yerrick
commanded. “Get a good night’s sleep
and we will hit the ground charging to-
morrow.”

The next day started with the plans and
preparations for the evening’s events.

The pilots were in the Apache Collec-
tive Task Training (ACTT) simulator,
going through scenarios.

“This is the only trainer like this in the

Ty e e e th\by vMSgt_ Blﬂy Vam i

INTHEHUNT-Sgt.S.TroyCoates
(above) makesafinalcheckofan
ApacheafteraHelifire missileis
loaded. PFC ChrisLiily (left)and
Spc.LouisDurgeloadamissile.

world,” said 1st Lt. David P. Gellhus, an
Apache pilot and the battalion’s assistant
S-1. Gellhus, who has been a member of
the battalion for two years, came to South
Carolina as a Cobra pilot from the Ohio
Army National Guard.

“The best pilots in the Army are right
here in South Carolina,” he said. “With
all of the missions they fly and their
quality of training they prove themselves
to be the best every time they fly.”

While most people were heading home
to start their weekend, members of the 1-
151st were just getting started.

Over the tree line of the helipad, the
distinctive profile of two Apaches came
into view. A load team, already in place,
awaited to arm them with Hellfire mis-
siles.

Loaded, the Apaches flew off into the
night.

“We can have the Hellfires loaded and
the pilot back in the air in less than 15
minutes,” said SSgt. Randy Jones. “This
is great training for my guys. Fora few of
them it was the first time loading live
missiles. They did a great job.”

Meanwhile, in a control room, launch
pad monitors kept a close eye on every
movement in the air and on the ground.




~ SIMULATING - South Carolina
- Army Guard Apache pilot CWO3

. Gilbert Terry tests his skills on a
~ simulator during Gator Hunt il at

Eghn AFB, fFla

e
miles away and there is an eight mile

radius around that area cleared and moni-

tored for safety,” said David L. Nuetzel,
~a Hellfire test engineer for Eglin AFB.

- Nuetzel said the Hellfire missile was
- originally designed to last for only five

y'ea'rs The 1-151st, he reported, were

given 38 ten-year-old missiles to fire.

Because of weather only 32 were fired.

| - Despite the age of the missiles, Carolina
_crewmen successfully. hit more than 90

percent of their targets.

“The twomrssed shots,” he added “are r,
still under investigation to determine

‘whether they were. malfunctions or the

- result of human error.” L
Gator Hunt provided other Success Sto- b
ries. At the munitions test division, they

successfully tracked a missile at night. It.

'was the first time that had been done
~ there. S
: “The ground crew was extremely pro-' -ﬁ

~ fessional,” Nuetzel said, “and pilotsshoot-
ing 10-year-old missiles with over a 90
- percent success rate is extrernely nnpres- -

- sive.

“It says a lot for the South Carolma' !

' Guard “'he added..

. point for many of the talks
. Among the delegates were
1 ad}utants_gen_eral and staff

1 ‘world where peace is more-] :

_ join with counterparts from Estonia, Latvia
| and Lithuania, respectrvely, in July for 10 .
| days of training in Latvia. The Guardmem- -
| bers and Europeans will train together on
. :small unit peacekeeping skills. -

-and Eastem;.Europe werea focal

:-_;_fschedules--

' .:By:' supportmg the trde 0" demecracy, we help bml(__i a
ly to fbe preserved and .

__tren m.'the Partnershrp Programa;_Among -
military exchanges scheduled for this yearis

altic Challenge. Platoon- sized units from .
Maryland Michigan and Pennsylvama w111,jj;_-

The National Guard served as the execu- -

. tive agent for the conference that wasco- |
~_ sponsored'by the White House, the Depart- -
- :ﬁ "melt of Defense and George Washrngton

Months of extensrve plannmg went 1nto the _'

|  meeting, much of it conducted by the Natron-f‘
|  al Guard Bureau’s International Imtlatrves

. '--i_drrectorate under the leadership of Col.
= Vance Renfroe A record-settmg bhzzard -
~ struck just as participants were scheduled"to -
ff_’-arnve Copmg with the storm added unique logistical
challenges. While pretocel officers unscrambled airlin
_ ‘humvee drivers plowed through D.C. stree
 to ensure guest speakers, such as former Secretary of
. _Defense Caspa Wemberger, amved safely -
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For Posterl

North Carolma Kansas

hlstorlans are makmg docu- |

. mentmg hastory m Bosnla

By Spc. Cesar G. Sonano

- ; "Matyland Natlonal Guard

Kansas National Guard soldiers

recordmg it for posterity’s sake.
_ The Tarheel State’s 130th Military His-

- tory Detachment and Kansas’ 102nd Mili-

tary Hlstory Detachment have been in

Bosnia supportrng Operation Joint En-
“deavor since January. Since then the

soldiers have eomplled photographs and

= mtervrews

 “The information we gather will be

' 'used for future reference and for future -

operations,” explained Maj.. Michael

~ Yuzakewich, 130th MHD commander.
~ “Basically, it’s a hvmg recerd of what'
~ transpired here.” .

. When he’s not on h1story detail in
~ Bosnia, Yuzakewich --who SpeaksSpan-
_ ish, French, German and Polish — is'a
 foreign-language trammg specrahst at”":"'f

Fort Bragg, N.C.

- Detail is the key to recordmg hrstory, _. '

says SSgt. John S. Ruehl.

 “Ifyoulook at World War I hlstorrans
they wrote about what soldiers looked
like, their uniforms, what they ate, their

equipment -- all rmportant preces that
make up a puzzle
“We don’tanalyze events or wrrte what

should have happened,” he added. “We

document what really happened.”

Ruehl works in marketmg and adver-f

" _tlsmg in Raleigh. -
- He vividly remembers arecent mission

= rntervrewmg men and women who built

the now-famous pontoon brldge over the

- QSava River.
~ “] interviewed Sgt Gerrit Allen, who -
was the soldier who placed the American |

flag in the center of the pontoon bridge,”

‘Ruehl said. “He was very emotional in

expressing how proud he felt to be a part

~ of that operatron and to top it off w1th the

flag.

emotlons

-~ Theman who puts it all together for the
~ 130th MHD is Sgt. Durwood Shane
‘Woodall, an administration specrahst who
~ gathers all the information from their
~ interviews and types it into a cornputer '
~ “The most memorable scene for me is
getting to see the countryside, which is

very beautiful,” he said. “We get to see

- people and kids waving at us. That’s:

April 1996

group of North Carohna and -

_are making hrstory ‘while also |

JUST THE'FACTS -

“You could see the pam and v1ct0ry of
those engineers through him,” he contin-
ued. “ It was somethmg that pulled on my _

Photo by Sgt Ed Rolhns

North
Carolina’s Sgt. Durwood Woodall -

.(foreground) transcribes an

interview, while Maj. Michael

Yuzakewich and SSgt. John Ruehl |
‘examine photo negatlves

somethinig gdod:'tha't shows th'ey 'reall'y -
want us to be here to help do some good |

for their country

When he’s not in umform Woodall

: ="‘fwho hasa degree in sociology and crimi-
nal justice from North Carolina State

Umversrty, works for Bayer Pharmaceu-
tical in Clayton, N.C. o :

Maj. Nels Dolan took command of the
Topeka-based 102nd MHD only three

~ days before the unit deployed to Opera— '
tion Joint Endeavor. Though he is an
_armor officer, the Manhattan, Kan.
- resident teaches high school history.

“(The deployment) was arealeye open-'
ing experrence for me,” said Dolan, who

- also served in Operanon Desert Storm.

- Dolan recently returned from Odzak,a :-T:'

town in the Posavina Corrldor in north—'f_ |
ern Bosnia-Herzegovina.

“It’s now a virtual ghost town after the-- -

Serbs left. They would rather leave and

burn their homes than hve Wrth the
Bosnians,” he said. 2
‘Dolan also documented an Amerlcan_ :

fll‘St -- the U.S. turned over operation of
“Checkpoint Shark” to Russian soldiers.

~ “A couple of years ago, that was -

'thmkable ” he observed. “And there I

was, at the Russian sector, eating in a
Russian mess hall, sﬂtmg next to and

talking to Russian soldiers. I’'m glad to_'i_:

have had a chance to do it.” -

‘The other soldiers of the 102nd MHD |
include SFC Dennis Droge, who serves
as the detachment’s photojournalist and

SSgt. Bryce Benedict, a judge in civilian
: hfe Benedictis based in Tazar, Hungary.

_ Ruehl sees the mission as vital. -
“Who knows?” he pondered. “Maybe

someday our photographs will evenbein

the Srmthsoman Instrtutron '




ready for themto

~_in uniform with-
il over.being . —
~_deployed ‘to a- =

_ troubled area. LASTLOOK-Sgt.VanceBaler - dard-issue M-16 rifles,

National G__uard B:ureqw :

= rmy National Guard hearts —
“were beating a little faster in

~ ways knew there would be that chance,” said

\_the Heartland of central Kan-

sasin early February. Many members
of a targetacquisition artillery battery
 faced the uncertainty of staffing radar
units at the Sarajevo airport in Bosnia.
as part of the year-long peacekeepmg.- :
- mission Joint Endeavor. _
- The 51 men of the Kansas Army -
* Guard’s Battery E, 161st Field Artil-
lery, based in Larned and Great Bend,
~ mobilized to help keep the fragile
- peace in war-torn Eastern Europe.
“Half of the guys went ‘hoo-ah.’
_ The other halfswallowed theirhearts,”
said 1st Sgf. Phillip Perez of the reac- ‘-

tion to the call-up.
“ Perez  said,

- “Hoo-ah.”

“Forme it’sthe -

~track meet. I've

run wind sprints
for so long, I’'m

turn on the

_clocks,” said
Perez, 47, who

hadspent27 years

Army radar unit

scheduled to Withdraw twoe TPQ 36

- counter- mor_tar radar units from the -
~_ airport in the French-controlled south-

ern sector in eatly March.

The men became the second Army
- Guard artillery unit sent to Bosnia.
Forty forward observers from
Pennsylvania’s 28th Infantry Divi-
'sion moved out in January to support

the multinational Nordic Brigade in

the United States’ noithern sector. _
~ The National Guard Bureau’s con-
cept of mobilizing specific groups to
fill Army requirements, rather than
_sending entire units, is a change re-
sulting from Desert Storm. .
_ The Battery E men would follow
_ three other Sunshine Staters to East-
~em Europe. Those members of the
- 102nd Military History Detachment
- were mobilized soon after the Bosnian
' peace ‘agreement was hammered out
in December. .
- The Kansasbattery,formed inApril
1987, is commanded by Capt. John
‘ Campbell He spent four monthsasa ‘ ,
-~ the eight-man section chiefs. “I’ve trained

fire support officer with the 3rd Ar-

mored Cavalry Regiment in Kuwart
_1mrned1ately after Desert Storm.

- This mission would be different.
- “The last time I went alone. This

time I took soldiers with me,” he

observed

-Photo | ,y-MSgt Bob Haske!l

Calllﬂg lll radar support

'By MSgt Bob Haskell

Spc Er1c Maack, on the battery s survey

- team reenlisted recently for another three
years because his first six-year hrtch Would
expire while he is in Bosnia.

“When I signed up eight ye.ars ago I al- -

Sgt Vance Baier, who was married Feb. 9.
His new wife, Polly, ‘had mixed emotlons_ .
about the prospects of this appliance repair-

man and farmer taklng his radar skillstoa

country where land mines and snipers are a

~ Constant concern. .
~ “She didn’t want rne to go But she knows--__ =
Why, Baier said.

This sense of duty is as prevalent as the

-' wind on the high plains of Kansas. The state

boasts of such legendary flgures as Wyatt

Earpand Dwrght Eisenhower. Itis the land of

Dodge City and Abilene where law men

stood tall agamst outlaws. The streets of

_Great Bend, on the Ar-' '

kansas River, are

~ named for such gener-
~ als and presidents as

~ Patton, MacArthur,
~ Grantand Washington. -
But the equipment

~ ably in the 100 years
“since peace was kept
! with a six-gun.
 E Battery, for ex-
. ample _is an artillery
_unit without blg guns.

~ The unit re- reviews his records before ~ these citizen-soldiers
- ffplaced an active _bemgdeployedtoBosma _ man radar units de-

~ signed to track mortar

shells and artrllery rounds fired by opposing

forces.

“Battery E was selected because it has the

best equipment readiness rating of any Na-

tional Guard target acquisition battery in

 America,” Col. Aaron Kelly, the Kansas
- Army Guard’sdivision artillery commander,
told reporters Feb. 10. “These guys are very =
-good at this.” -

The two TPQ-36 radars that these men"

| 'WOllld take to Bosnia are punctuated by ohv.f;
_ drab, trailer-mounted screens.

Computer systems plot where enemy_ -

rounds are fired from and where they will

land from more than 14 miles away. The
eight-man sections can track 99 different

-roundsina90-degree sector at the same time.

, “We have at least three weekend shoots

 andatleast three annual trainings every year,”

said Perez. “Whenever a Kansas artlllery'

: ] unit goes to shoot, we’re there.”

One man who wanted to be a part of the

_actron was not able.

Sgt. Jeff Krohlow was on crutches He had .,

- undergone a recent surgery on his left knee.

- “] feel pretty bad,” said Krohlow, one of

with my section, and we Work pretty well
together _
While he certarnly Wanted to go Krohlow

; . _'_expressed the hope of many Kansans - - that
_ the men from Larned and Great Bend would
- not have to stay over there for very long

The ONGUARD (]
 April 1996

~ has changed consider-

*Aside from their stan- =~




(711
"No group pIays a more

- rmportant roIe In Europe

By MSgt Bob Haskell
~ National Guard Bur‘eau '

i many, on the first Sunday night in March.

“No group plays a more important role

_ in the future of either the European Com-

~ mand or Europe than the Guard and Re-
. serve, and I need yourhelp,” Gen. George
- Joulwan told the delegation headed by Lt.

‘Gen. Edward Baca, Chref of the Natlonal

~ Guard Bureau. .
The group included representatrves '

 from 25 states, including 15 adjutants

- general, who were attending a two-day

oulwan pralses

I' ational Guard and Reserve forces
are vital to achieving peace in
Bosnia and to creating a unified -
Europe the Supreme Allied Commander
- for Europe told National Guard officials

- from the United States in Stuttgart, Ger-

- tribution that

and Reserve
s makmg
right now in
Germany

_ _said. :
Gen. Joulwan Joulwan,
also com-

. mander in chief of the U.S. European

Command, explained his vision of how
allied forces can help bring democracy to
countries that have not known that form

.of government for centuries

“We are now engaged in Bosnia. We

are there not to fight a war, but to restore -

peace, which is a new mission for us,”

Joulwan said. “How do we engage in

: peacetrme to prevent a crisis from evolv-. -
ing into a conflict?” he asked. “How do
we structure ourselves .to do that? No

- the Guard

and Hungary
“andBosniais
superb,”
Joulwan'

indeavor effort

 “The con- and Reserve in that capacrty

Those were encouraging words to the

_ U.S. Guard leaders who traveled to sev-
- eral European countries that week. They
 alsoattended NATO functions and visited

with National Guard troops who deployed

to Europe to support the Bosnia
‘ peacekeeping mission Joint Endeavor.
“I’m a firm believer in this Total Force
~ effort,” said Baca. “The 25 states repre-
sented here have expressed the desire to
be an integral part of seeing Gen.
Joulwan’s vision come to fruition.
 “Webelieve thatthe half-million Army

and Air Natlonal Guardmembers and the

restof the Reserve components can be the
force multrplrer to help him accomplish
~ his mission,” added the Natronal Guard
Bureau Chief. . :

Nearly 1, 000 Army Guardmembers '
‘have been deployed to Germany, Hun-
- gary and Bosnia for nine months to sup-
-~ port the implementation force, and many
- more Air Guardmembers are flying mis-

sions out of bases in Italy.

Baca is a straight- forward aggressrve'

Natlonal Guard inU. S rrnhtai’y affalrs in
Europe

He flewto Norway the followm gday 0
formahze an annual training exchange
between the Minnesota Army National

- Guard and the Home Guard an alhance
that began in 1972.

The training consists of 10 days of
winter warfare tactics and survival skills.
- The Guard’s involvement in NATO’s
Partnership for Peace program, in which
individual states are helping 27 European

-countries understand the concepts of de-

mocracy and the citizen-soldier, is dbne
program that Joulwan believes will help
accomplish something that has not been
done in 5,000 years ..
whole and free. :

“From the At]antlc to the _Urals

Joulwan said.

“Your states are involved in the part-

. nershlp programs with former Commu-
~ nist nations,” Joulwan said. “That is not

trivial. That is part of the strategy. Thatis
engagement strategy. Itis notby accident

~that most of these nations are now con-
tributing forces with us in Bosnia, to

include Russia. -

“The role of the Guard here in partrcu- s
 lar is going to set the standard for the rest

. to see ra.Europe i

Reserve Component State Partnership
Program in Stuttgart '

_'Army Guard CSM Larry Pence vrsrts
deployed Endeavor troops |

Keeplﬂ' |
“onthe P

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
 National Guard Bureau

every March, when spring training renews

- Consider the Cardinals. Larry Pence does 'that -
every ma]or league baseball fan’s hopes for the

new season.
Larry Pence, 49, Illinois native and St. Lours-Cardmals
fan, is the Command Sergeant Major for the Army

National Guard. He is the top enlisted man for 325,800

~ of this country’s enlisted citizen-soldiers.
His baseball team is in Florida preparing to make a run -
for the National League’s Central Division pennant.

- Members of his National Guard team are involved in

quite another encounter in Europe. Nearly 1,000 of them

have joined the Bosnian peacekeepmg team Jomt En-

~ deavor.
~ Yes, the stakes are conSIderably hlgher for the Na—

tional Guard peacekeepers than they are for the St. Louis

pennant seekers. But consider this similarity.

Neither team is beginning its season with the players
orthe citizen- soldlers it expected to put on the fielda year
ago..
- It’s too early to tell how the Cardmals w111 fare but
from CSM Pence’s perspective, the Army National Guard

has demonstrated it has the depth to do its job.
~ “Those units we expected to be deployed first were not

 selected to be early deployers for Operatron Jomt En— -

deavor,” Pence explained.
“What speaks so hi ghly of our units in J omt Endeavor

force is more irnport_ant than the Guard

Photo by MSgt Bob Haskell.

 is that they were not those umts on Whlch we had spent =
alarge amount of resources over the past five years. Yet _
- they were able to mobilize and go,” Pence added.
- Foreign service is nothing new to this 27-year military

veteran. He was the Illinois State Command Sergeant
:'Ma]or when 876 Army Guardmembers from seven of

that state’s units were mobilized for Desert Shield and
Desert Storm in 1990. Moblhty has been an Army Guard =

 byword ever since. - _
“Our tempo has mcreased about 300 percent compared o

~ Pence said..

to what it was in 1991, at the end of Operation Desert
Shield-Desert Storm,” observed Pence, who became the

Army Guard’s Command Sergeant Ma]or in Januaryi

1994.

~ About 36,000 Army Guardmembers have deployed to
' Europe South America and the Pacific for each of the
~ past five years, he pointed out. Army Guardmembers
made ﬁp 72 percent of a battalion that served for six
months in the Sinai Peninsula. And Army Guard units
rotated in- and out of Haiti throughout 1995. .
Does that'mean the Army Guard is being tasked to do" .

more than it can handle? Pence doesn’t think so.

‘“All of .our soldiers, particularly our tradltlonal-
: 'Guardmembers are always balancing full-time JObS

 their-families and the Army National Guard,” he said.
- “So far, they’ve been able to do a remarkable job.”

advocate for a more active role by the

. said.

'. Qf our military,” he said; :

'TOP TALK - csm Larry Pence (left) talks

with the Air Guard’s top enlisted man,
CMSgt. Edward Brown. The two were in
Europe vrsrtlng troops.

_ The Army.Guard’s congep! f;of pa;:rkag unitso meet;;f '

“We’re trying to convince the Army to tell us what the

_ missionis, what type of unit they want, and then let us f111 '
the bill. ‘

“The My has asked for 125 people for each mrhtary -

| police unit,” he added. “Because the normal MP unit has
~ about 176 people, we can go to those units for 125 people.
- That gives the unit the flexibility to deal with the soldiers

who cannot take a year off from their jobs to go to Joint

Endeavor

- That, Pence added is far better than the Army ordermg .
_an entire unit to be mobilized. ' '
“In an ideal world you’d like to mamtam unit mteg-

' -_'r1ty,” he said. “It’s not an ideal world. We need to be
aware of the fact that we’re providing a product —

trained, deployable, combat-ready units. | :
The quallty of that product means everythmg, Pence

““The future of the Army Natronal Guard depends =

somewhat on providing trained soldiers and units to fit

into the packages the Department of Defense needs,”

Packaging, he predlcted w111 make many 01tlzen- _
soldiers stronger .
- “Serving in a stressful envnonment for those folks

who deploy should make them much stronger leaders,

‘much stronger soldiers and much stronger human bemgs |
‘when they get back.

“The individuals left behind obv1ously W111 assume
additional responsibilities and that should increase their
- capabrhtles ” he added. “It’s a win-win situation.” '

Pence has developed strong feelings for Army Guard'
people since becoming a traditional Illinois Guardsman

- in 1977. He joined the full-time force in 1983.

- “I believe you find the best Americans in the military
_ as a whole,” he said, “and more espemally in the Army |

hs Natlonal Guard s

1 " fheON cu’m.
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pecrﬁc Army quml‘ements for Jomt Endeavor is solv-—-i e
ing that problem, he said.
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South CarolinaArmy Guard helps bring
‘Uje Kristal’ (clear water) to Albania

By Linda D. Kozaryn

American Forces Information Service

fter visiting a Balkan hospital, three American
women turned to DoD for help in improving

medical care in Albania, a country hidden for

more than 40 years in the darkest shadows of the Iron
Curtain. |

The women’s concerns and connections led to the
people of Albania receiving help from the South Caro-
lina National Guard and a combination of active and
Reserve personnel from all four services.

In July 1994, Lee Perry, Gail Kruzel and Dede Kern
visited a military hospital near Tirana, Albania’s capitol.
Perry i1s the wife of the Secretary of Defense; Kruzel is
the widow of Joe Krusel, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for European and NATO Policy, who died on a
peace mission in Bosniain August 1995; Kern is the wife
of Army Maj. Gen. Paul Kern, senior military assistant to
the Secretary of Defense.

“Because it is a military hospital, they are not eligible
for aid from most humanitarian organizations,” Perry
said. “It was obvious the purpose of having us visit was
to solicit assistance in some way.” The women described
their visit to Kruzel’s late husband.

The mission of the hospital had changed. It is now the
national trauma center for half the civilians in the coun-
try.

“At the time we visited, three-quarters of the patients
were civilian,” Perry said. “We visited the bedsides of
many children.”

" s e e VR ] ey ;?Qkixﬁt—f‘gaﬁ'fﬁ'g%‘m#—kﬁrﬁt_j'”i‘w
. | rope since the

Marshall Plan

From Page 1 and the forma-
tionof NATO,”

Peace program has already  he told the gen-
proven itself. Many point to the erals. “You're
success of the Joint Endeavor the foot soldiers

peacekeepingmissioninBosnia.  in the business

“Partnership for Peace began of the Partner-
preparing the groundwork for  shipforPeace.”
the implementation force, get- “The Dbest
ting some of the countriesready  thingwe cando
to participate,” said NATO now is to en-

spokesperson Jamie Shea after  hance these

Out from behind the

[RON CURTAIN

Photo courtesy South Carolina National Guard

STRONG LINK - South Carolina Guard engineers

ready equipment for use in a renovation project

at a hospital in Tirana, Albania.

Water was of uncertain purity and power supplies
were sporadic, the women reported. There were no
generators and no air conditioning. With the windows
open, flies were everywhere.

“There was no gauze or plaster,” said Perry. “Broken
bones were wrapped in newspaper and placed between
two sticks.”

After hearing the women’s report, Joe Kruzel turned to
the South Carolina National Guard for help. The result:

THESUMMIT - Lt. Gen. Edward Baca
(left photo, center) talks democracy
~with Albanian (above) comrades.

A joint engineering exercise named Uje Kristal (clear
Wéaier in Albanian) was conducted last summer under the
Paitnership for Peace program.

South Carolina is linked to Albania through a state
paitnership program. Under it, state National Guards
partner with comparably sized Central or Eastern Euro-
pean countries. During four 21-day rotations, South
Carolina Guardmembers, Naval and Marine reservists,
and active duty soldiers and sailors built two wells and
installed a water chlorinator, hot water heaters and emer-
gency lighting in several of the hospital units. They also
put in an emergency generator, replaced portions of the
internal sewage system, repaired drywall in the cardiac
facility and built a security fence.

“Uje Kristal is just one example of the strong relation-
ship that has developed between the United States and
Albania,” Defense Secretary William J. Perry said.

The Albanian government named a hospital wing to
honor Joe Kruzel; a plaque in the trauma center bears his
name.

The mission in Albania was an opportunity to demon-
strate military skills in a high-profile humanitarian ef-
fort, a reserve component official said.

With the new facilities, the Albanian hospital can be
more sanitary, according to South Carolina Guard’s
Capt. Charles Gibson.

“The backup power supply will save lives,” he said.
“The shoulder-to-shoulder training provides the skills
the Albanians need to duplicate the process themselves.”

The joint effort gave the Americans a chance to work
together as well as with their Albanian partners, officials
said. ,

“We fight together, so we’ve got to train together,”
said Lt. Col. Fred Cale, a Marine reservist. “Every
problem we solve involving all key players brings us that
much closer to a joint mindset.”

_-South Carolina’s Ad-
jutant General, said a
Partnership for Peace

_ project with Albania
every other year is a
realistic goal for his
troops. They want to
stay involved, he
added.

“They saw the
good that Uje Krystal
did. They really felt
good about it when
they came back,”
Spears said.

a L. mab
Photos by MSgt. John Thornton

pointing out that many of the
partner countries, including
Hungary, “are providing ex-
tremely important engineering
and support services.”

Now it is time to take the next
step. :

“We consider Partnership for
Peace as the stepping stone to
NATO membership,” Polish
Ambassador Andrzej Krzeczu-
nowicz told the American gen-
erals. “The existence of Partner-
ship for Peace has already in-
creased security in Europe.”

Suddenly, Partnership for
Peace is as vital to European
security in the 90s as were the
Reforger exercises in the 70s
and 80s.

“The idea is that we never
have to engage in a hot or cold

war again,” said Hunter. “Part-

nership for Peace is the best thing

countries so we don’t have to go
to war. This will be the Marshall
Plan of the 21st century,” Baca
added.

Of those in attendance at the
three-day State Partnership Con-
ference, the largest delegation
came from the National Guard.

“The Guard is uniquely orga-
nized to spearhead the Partner-
ship for Peace and State Partner-
ship Program,” said one.

“Our forefathers were brilliant
in their concept of the militia.
But even they couldn’t conceive
the level we’ve reached in
international affairs,” Baca
observed. “We can share our
knowledge with these countries
to help them develop their own
economies without doing it for
them.”

Indeed, some states have taken
the program beyond its original

scope of sharing military knowl-
edge with their countries.

Members of the Maryland
Army Guard have spent three
years teaching members of
Estonia’s reserve force, the
Kaitseliit, how NCOs can be the
backbone of an army.

“They even participate in our
NCO academy,” said Maj. Gen.
James Fretterd, the Maryland
Adjutant General.

In addition, the state has
tapped into its resources at Johns
Hopkins and the University of
Maryland’s Shock Trauma Unit
to expand the newly indepen-
dent country’s medical knowl-
edge. It also has sent radiolo-
gists and engineers to Estonia to
help develop disaster plans for
its three nuclear power plants,
Fretterd added. A

Furthermore, 72 Guardmem-

bers from South Carolina di-
rected an exercise called Uje
Krystal (clear water) digging
two wells to produce clean wa-
ter for a hospital in the Albanian
capital of Tirana. (See above)

“This relationship is not on a
trial basis,” Baca assured Safet
Zhulali, Albania’s defense min-
ister, during his 10-day Euro-
peanvisit. “Partnership for Peace
is in it for the long run.”

Yes, there will be challenges
to make this program work.

Some leaders have wondered
how often states can ask their

~ part-time soldiers to take time

from full-time jobs to support
missions in Bosnia or nation-
building projects in Central and
South America, while remain-
ing ready to respond to domestic
emergencies at home.

Maj. Gen. Stanhope Spears,

“This gives us another mis-
sion and another purpose,” he
added. “But we’ve got to get our
training in, too. That’s our real
purpose.”

If present trends hold course,
Partnership for Peace will be
busy in coming years. The pro-
gram has pushed into Central
Asiaand isexpected tobe around
for awhile.

“PFP will be a permanent part
of NATO. It will be there for
expansion,” promised Charles
Dale of NATO’s international
staff.

Baca said the National Guard,
and its force of a half-million
men and women, are committed
to help keep Europe free.

“We will do everything pos-
sible to bring the message back
to America,” he told the Alba-
nian defense minister.

The ON GUARD
April 1996



1 brigade 'corn:' and'

-* h1s class

- U S Army hleO"y was made recently when the o
.__Iowa Army Guard promoted Dale Klinkefus to the =
 rank of chief warrant officer five. He joins his
 brother, Gerald, as the first brothers to achieve the o
_ rank since the Army established the rank in 1991. -
~ Raisedin Audubon, Towa, Gerald enlisted intothe
| Guadin 1953 asan 1nfantryman Dale ]omed four
_ years later as a radlo operator. Before retmng hlS: e
"f‘mrhtary posrtron Gerald served as hrs state’s quar- =
~ termaster and orders officer. Daleispresently a umt .
- _'mamtenance technrcaan at state headquarters -

- Wrtharueksackon hrs backand a machme gun .
. -\-craddled in his arms, Kentucky Air Guard’s SSgt..
~_ Will Hill was greeted by more than 300 cheering
_ students at Mount Washington Elementary School
 inBullitt County. A member of the Bluegrass State’s -

- 123rd Airlift Wing combat control team, Hill spoke

~ to students about past war experiences as part « ofa =
career day at the school. “Who knows,” Hill ob-
| served, “some of these k1ds may end up takrng over _- o
"'-;_forrne | - .

- MSgt Thomas Darras, a full-ttmeAGR soldter-' =
~ with the New York Army Guard, traded his staff
~ position at Fort Drum to train in the field withactive
~ component troops at the Joint Readrness Training
~ Center at Fort Polk, La. Darras was honored for his
 efforts serving as the Brigade Operations NCOfor
~the 10th Mountain Division’s 2nd Brigade. MSgt.
 Darras received an Army Commendation Medal,a
__.a _f_idesrgnated an honorary"- -

'- f; "‘Commando

AlaskaAzr Guard’s TSgt ConmeLampreeht a
. contracting NCO with the 168th Air Refueling
 Wing, recently received the John Levitow Award -
~ while attending the active duty NCO Academyat

r’f_:_:l';Elmendorf AFB, Alaska The Lev1tow Award=-f.'i E e

f_fnarned after a Medal of Honor winner, recogmzes e
. the top student in each graduatrng class. Lamprecht -
_isn’t the only 168th member to come home with th

f-{.;',:_:;*:}award In 1994 MSgt Jeff Mason aIso was tops

Brenda Kennedy became the ﬁrst woman to be'_}r-f = =
':__Epromoted to the rank of sergeant major in the Ala-___gf: .

bama Army Guard. In her 23-year career, ,Kenned:

tuurty around_for women to succeed in any fleld the;
' ter,” said SGM Kennedy :

- Complled by MSgt. John Malthaner
-Nanonal Gaard Bureau : : :

has served as the Ad]utant General’s secretary, pay
clerk, admrmstratrve assistant, recruiter and person-
nel sergeant. “The National Guard is the best oppor-

recently. Montana wonthe NGB Eagle. Awardinthe

of pollutren preventron eqmpment

NewMexzco slstLt KennethNava was awarded:f

the Valley Forge Cross for Heroism for his actions

Jast September. Nava, amember oftheArmy Guard’s
counterdrug support program, was walking to his

car with his friend, Wayne Vrguerle when sounds
of gunfrre rang out. Seeing that Vrguerle had been |
_shot, an ~apparent gang~related drive-by shootrng,;_ _'

Nava rrsked his life by going to Vrguerle saidand |

rushrng him to a hospital. Viguerie has sincerecov- -
ered from a bullet Wound to the neck .

T he Massachusetts Army Guard s Battery E
lﬂlst F ield Artrllery recently recerved an award for

cleanmg up the Walnut/T1 urner Streetareaof Brock-
 ton, Mass. Spc. Wayne Glynn, Spc. Robert Travis
. andPFC Brian Sherry worked withresidents cleaning
_ abandoned lots and sweeping streets, The citizen-

_ soldiers also helped transport more than 120 dis-
carde_d tires to a local recycling center and cleared'
awa dehrrsandshrubbery

Pope John Paul IL. Wilk, celebratrng his 25th yearas
a priest, invited Hower to “join him in Rome to
celebrate with his old boss The Holy Father pre-

'. ‘MS g Ttmothy Welter, a member of theArkan-- .

sas Air Guard’s 189th Air
selected as. the Lrttle ROCk---Poh ce Depar

The Montana Army Natwnal Guard reeewed D
*three National Guard Bureau environmental honors

_;Installatron Pollution Prevention non~1ndustr1ali_-'__j-f7'_.:f |
_category. Clifton Youman PhD, also won the indi-
ual ¢ envnonmental quality award for his contri- |
butions to the Limestone Hills unexplodecl ord- |
ance pro;ect SSgt. James Hamburg was recog-
_nized for his design, construction and modlfrcatron. . =

- Chaplam Brll H ower, a member ef tke Wrscon- :

 sin Air Guard’s 128th’Air Refuelmg Wrng, recently' i
met with Pope John Paul II. The visit came about
throu gha fnendship Hower had forged while WOI‘k—C_;?; o
_ ing in Cuba with Father Mitchel Wilk, an Army .
' Chaplaln who was ordained in Krakow Poland.
_ Wilk, it turns out, had served five years asa personal .
 assistant to Cardinal Carol Wotila, known today as

sented them with a papal blessmg and lnvrted themi,j_‘.
- to celebrate mass wrth hnn in hrs prrvate chapel 1

irlift ng, was recently_ |
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Air G’uard’e 104th 'Fighter

Wing helps show Army the

By SSgt. Charles R. Cangemi Jr.
Massachusetts National Guard

\ nce Capt. Christian Bigelow en-
| tered the simulated battle theater

‘there was no reprieve from the

multiple tasks a forward air controller
must perform simultaneously.

. He received target instructions over
the busy radios from the ground theater
air controller. With this information, he
hunted for the six-digit grid coordinates -

on one of the numerous maps he had
strewn about. He then searched for the
enemy positions with high-powered bin-
oculars from over 10,000 feet away. He

relayed the description and grid coordi-
~nates of the unlucky enemy vehicles to
~the fighters and then scrutinized the P16+
“strike to make sure the target the fighters

intended to kill was the one specified.

Oh yeah, he’s also flying an attack jet, "

“trying to avoid being shot down by sur-
~ face-to-air missiles or bombarded w1th
anti-aircraft-artillery. -

Bigelow, an A-10 Thunderbolt I pilot
with the Massachusetts Air Guard’s 104th
Fighter Wing, received this training when

the unit deployed recently to support Air
Warrior 96-5 at Nellis AFB, Nev. =

AirWarriorisdesignedto 'proVide-close .
‘air support tramlng for fighter aircrews -

and forward air control training for pilots
~and theater air controllers. One funda-

mental goal of the exercise was to show
the Army the 81gn1f1cance of close air

‘support on the battlefield.

“If the Army uses close air support"'
wisely, they can minimize casualties for
the friendly forces and maxnmze.them-_ -

for the enemy,”” Bigelow said.
-104th personnel accompanied nine A-

10 aircraft. Six were designated to pro-
vide close air support for the opposing

- forces (OPFOR), considered the “bad

guys.” Three A-10s were tasked with

forward air control for the “good guys.”

Soldiers from the 1st Brigade, 1st

Mechamzed Infantry Division used the

exercise to practice offensive assaultS'

and how to use close air support.
 “It’s the closest thing to real combat
without actually firing real bullets,” said

Ammy Lt. Col. John T. Janeczek, the

104th’s ground liaison officer.
_ While the brigades duked it out, air
~ power is implemented to add training for

STEPPING UP - Lt. Col. Steve Stengel (far
left photo) climbs into an A-10 cockpit.

Capt. Christian Bigelow (left), a 104th p:lot :
goes over prefhght checklist.

WRENCHED -

Massachusetts’
 SSgt. David Whit-
ley Jr. (left) takes
a wrench to a
problem. 104th
~Airlift Wing wea-
' pons loaders at-
tachabombtoan-
_A-10 during Air
Warrior 96-5 exer-
_cise. ‘

fighter pilots and to show the Army the
damage fighter pilots can inflict.
“This training is designed to build a
~relationship between the Army and the:
 Air Force and aid commanders to plan for
- and use close air support,” Janeczek said.
In addition to showing the Army the
- advantages of close air support, Air War- -
- rior provided-the 104th training in a snnu-
lated combat environment.
 “With Air Warrior you’re training
- under the fog of war,” Blgelow said.

- Another major advantage of Air Wat-
rior is the battle monitoring system called

_ Air Warrior Maintenance Data Systems.

'Pods attached to the aircraft and ground

~ vehicles allow for the system to display

and record 36 aircraft and 700 Army

ground players at once. Three screens '

cover a wall of the briefing room at Nellis

- where pilots and Air Warrior staff can
- monitor the war as the battles unfold from

180 miles away.

One screen dlsplays actual live vrdeo ‘
of the ground battle, taking feeds from
~ one of six cameras; two stationary and

four of which are shot from a mobile

combat camera team. The other two
screens are dotted withred andblue graph-

ics,displaying where OPFOR and friendly
forces are respectively on the battlefield.
Aircraft are blips on the screen, also be-
ing traced. Controllers can zoom in and
out of the battlefield with a joy stick.

- The monitoring system really helps a
lot, Bigelow said.

Photos by SSgt John Zyglel

BOMB LOADERS - Armament
specialists (above) with the Massa-
chusetts Air Guard’s 104th Airlift

- Wing load a 500-bomb on an A-10.

“A typieal sortie lasts 2.3 hours, one.
hour of which is in battle,” he said. “It’s
hard to remember everythmg that tran-

spired.

“Watching the tape after I return gives

‘me a chance to see where the bad guys
~ and the good guys were,” he added. “I
 also can listen to the communication and

see if what I did was tactically smart.”

At a debriefing, pilots get a chance to
talk to ground air controllers, ground com-
manders and Air Warrior staff to receive

feedback and discuss the battle.
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o Latvra Guard
® Refuehng AWACs
® Over Oman

'MIBHIGAI\I

Members ofthe WolvermeState s
Army and Air Guard were invited to
Latvia, the former Soviet Union re-
_ public, to teach members of that
~ country’s newly formed national
 militia about the mission, structure
- and philosophy of the U.S. Natlonal i
- Guard. -
- “They: were eagerto learn how we
 function,” said CMSgt. William
- Livesay. The Chief added that some
~ Latvians were uneasy with such free- =
doms as askmg questlons

GEORGIA

The 116th thhter ng, which
recently became only the second Air
Guard unit to take on the B-1B
- Bomber mission, completed asuc-
cessful relocation from Atlanta to
~ central Georgia after srgmng a

- Record of Decision. e

The relocation came after a year-- :
~long effort to comply with environ-
- mental arrspace concerns.

The 168th Atr Refuelmg Wing
'_ will be busy once again providing
nearly 60 percent of all the refueling
needed to support Air Force, Guard,
Navy, Marine, Canadian and Brltlsh F
aircraft for Cope Thunder. Cope |
~ Thunder is the Pacific Air Forces’
' annual combat exercise. -
Based at Eielson AFB, the 168th
. w111 provide nine aircraft and 700
people. Cope Thunder is scheduled-. =
to run through J uly. -

3fJust as the _
- *._e :-last note of o

- -'Mlke Foster, -
~ the Bayou
__ State’s 51 St .
__governor and_,_
~commander
~_in chief of the_ ,
| Louisiana
.| Armyand Air
'Nat:onal
- Guards

__IUWA

_ About 180 members of the 185th
Fighter Wing deployed to Incirlik
"AB, Turkey, for a second round of
~ duty in the Persian Gulf region sup-
_ portmg Operatlon Provide Comfort

I

The Sioux Crty Air Nat10nal Guard
unit had deployed to Turkey in late °
1993 and early 1994 to enforce the
Iraq no-fly zone in support of the

- United Nations Security Councﬂ’

;Resolutron 688.

TEXAS

FourLone Star State Guard hel—

Ticopters were called in to help put

- out a 25,000-acre brush fire at Fort

Hood, Texas, in late February

The fire burned nearly 10 perceot

_.of the 339- -square-mile post.

“It’s kind of ironic calling in the

. National Guard to help the Army,”

_observed Jo Schweikhard Moss, a

; spokesperson with the Texas’ Divi-

sion of Emergency Mangement

| I\IEW HAMPSHIRE

ite State’s 157thAif Refueling Wing
deployed with two KC-135 tanker
aircraft to Gerlenkrrchen, Germany,
to refuel NATO E-3 AWACs radar

tion Deny thht in Bosnla- -
Herzegovina.
 “It’sgood tralmng for all our crew
- members, not only European opera-
tions, but for over water flight,” satd
| Lt Col Matt Gallagher

e

.y"

Ve G
-

By SSgt. Brian Keith
' North Carolma Nattonal Guard

Thtrty Ssix members of the North Carolma Atr

 Guard spent three weeks in the Sultanate of Oman. '

- Along with Air Guard units from Alaska, Florida,
New York, Ohio and Oklahoma, Tarheel Guard-

members supported Operation Southern Watch, an

on- gomg mission designed to momtor mrhtary ac-
tivity in the Middle East.

- Bordered by Saudi Arabia, the Umted Arab Emlr- _
ates, Yemen and 1,700 miles of coasthne Oman is

--about the size of Kansas.

A monarchy whose economy is based on petro—-_ -
: leum Oman produces over 600,000 barrels a‘'day.
~ Oilaccounts for 99 percentof exportrevenues. Since
1970; petroleum revenues have helped build roads

-

"develop manufacturmg and modermze the flshmg
industry. .
Ma;. Jill Hendra a 156th Arrllft Squadron ﬂlght.”
surgeon went to ensure living and eating conditions
- were safe for the six-state, 70-member detachment.

~ “I believe there is a leve1 of comfort among the
‘troops when they see their medical care givers go
~ with them to the field,” she said. Once a week she
also pulled medical duty at the U.S. Embassy where
200 Americans are employed.

_As part of Operation Southern Watoh Tarheel _'
"crews hauled people, food and freight to erght coun-_.,_
tries in 21 days. :

- Participants of Operatron Southern Watch moni-
tor mrlltary activity in the Middle East. They also -
help create drplomacy with the Omani ‘Moslem.
Omanisone ofthe mostliberal and accepting natlons -

~and housmg, provrde electnclty, .expand 1rr1gat10n - of the Unlted States 111 the Mlddle East

Photo by Dieter B. Melhorn

| IN OMAN Members ofthe Tarheel Guard pose
'-for a p:cture m the Sultanate of Oman. |

“q felt safer (111 Seeb) than on the streets of Charlotte

< alone sard Hendra

Twenty-s:x niembers gftheGraﬁf/ '

warning aircraft supporting Opera-

]
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~ After the Cold War, the Air Guard's
~ volunteer force was the right answer

would be needed. _ _
Tn stepped the Air National Guard, ready and able to
lend its cost-effective volunteer force to the cause.

While the ANG had enjoyed a rich history of support- |

ing airlift and refueling missions overseas, only in the
past few years have their fighter units been regularly
called upon to support a broad array of operations.

As late as Operation Desert Shield in 1990, the Air
Guard had been reluctant to employ anything less than
entire mobilized fighter unitsin -

"hen the Cold War ended the active Air Force
‘was forced to absorb significant reductionsin
- ¥V V¥ personnel and budget, while still maintaining
‘support for real world missions across the globe. Help

three times, on July 18,

casionally, differences
ship between the coali-

one.

Chiefs of Staff, approved

tive Air Force units al-

Operation Provide Comfort.

“Within a matter of hours the National Guard re-

' Spbnded. Due to a short lead time to allow for planning
and the diminishing number of fighter aircraft in each

ANG unit four Air Guard units were sent to Incirlik AB,

Turkey, to participate as a composite, of “rainbow” unit.
Colorado’s 120th Fighter Squadron, Virginia’s 149th

Fighter Squadron, South Dakota’s 175th Fighter Squad-
ron and Iowa’s 174th Fighter Squadron had arrived there

- by Dec. 4.

- wars or contingencies. However, .. =
«a declining Guard fighter force
structure and the need to demon-
“strate its relevance in the post-
 cold war world changed all that.
Operations Provide Comfort
and Provide Comfort Il were prime
examples of that historic shift.
_ Itall began in March 1991, af- -
ter a failed revolt against Iragi
-~ dictator Saddam Hussein forced
Kurd refugees to flee Iraq and
seek safety in Turkey. They ar-
rived in Turkey homeless and with-
_out food. s |
A short time later, Operation
Provide Comfort was born. =
Provide Comfort, which began
April 6, 1991 and is still ongoing,
_ originated asa humanitarianrelief
_ effort to. help the:Kurds and other
 refugees spawned from the Persian
Galfwar. - = = =
A multi-national military force
rescued the refugees from their
mountain camps and provided
food, water, and medicine for them. e =
‘The force established a security zone in northern Iraq.

and persuaded the refugees to leave the mountains and
take shelter in the camps built for them in northern Iraq.

_ The force’s focus changed in Operation Provide Com-
fort IL. Their new goal was to demonstrate the coalition’s
resolve to deter Iraqi military encroachment into the

_ security zone. i . _ =
' The areas from w_hich the allied forces launched Op-
eration Provide Comfort were within the sovereign ter-

ritory of Turkey. Despite the uneasy status of the nego- -

tiations over the implementing principles of the opera-

tion, the Turkish government extended Provide Comfort -

talk with a Kurdish woman.

Three of the units each provided three F-16s, while the
149th was only required to provide one. All totaled, 184

- Air Guard aircrew and ground personnel were deployed.
‘From Sept. 22 to Dec. 31, 1994, ANG airlift units

supported the operation in Turkey. The units were

Minnesota’s 133rd Airlift Wing, Michigan’s 191st Air-

lift Group, Maryland’s 135th Airlift Group, West
Virginia’s 167th Airlift Group, Rhode Island’s 143rd

1991, and in September
and December 1991.0c-

over the Kurds contin-

- uedtomake therelation-
 tionandthe Turkishhost
~ government an uneasy
~ On Nov. 12, 1993,
- Gen. John Shalikashvili,

the ChairmanoftheJoint

-the use of National
- Guard and Reserve fly-
ing units to augmentac-

ready participating in

L

 Airlift Group and California’s 146th Airlift Wing. Each

unit supplied one C-130 aircraft and 50 Guardmembers,
to include maintenance and support personnel.
The C-130s were needed to supply U.S. military sites

in Turkey. This tasking required the airlift of approxi-

mately 50 pallets of cargo weekly from Ramstein AB,

 Germany, to Turkey. - e
- o Fhe mission had its challenges. There were no cargo
agreements with the Turkish government to move cargo

from Adana airport to Incirlik. There was also an edict

‘prohibiting the transfer of hazardous cargo through Adana.
 If that wasn’t enough, the C-130s were required to land
in a limited space at nearby auxillary fields where the
runways were only 75-feet-wide and 9,000-fect-long.

They were forced to do this because the runways at
Incirlik were being resurfaced. : .

' The pilots were not the only Air Guardmembers con-

fronted with challenges. The airlift operation also tasked

‘the maintenance and aircrews to the limit, requiring
~ many to work long hours with few days off.

The new runways at Incirlik AB were finished by Dec.

22, 1994. Shortly thereafter, a rotation of Air Guard and

Reserve aircraft began flying in from the U.S.

- A total of 282 sorties were flown with a minimum of
~ problems, according to Lt. Col. James H. Hull, Jr, a
~ member of Maryland’s 135th Airlift Wing and airlift

mission commander.

 While'many ANG distinguished themselves through-
~ out Provide Comfort, Idaho’s 124th Fighter Group had

the singular distinction of pro-

~ for support of the “operation
from Dec. 1-31,1994. '~
The F-4G was equipped to
hunt and destroy enemy anti-
aircraftsites. Eventhough the
F-4G served in the Persian

e : e . ~ Photo by Maj. Tim Heck
COMFORT - A Louisiana Air Guard pilot (3rd
“from left) and members of the coalition force

Force had removed it from its

- 1992. The 124th also staked
 the lone claim of possessing
the only F-4Gs (48 in all) in

a year.

_ tory, a requirement still ex-
isted for the Weasel to fly in
Southern Iraq to enforce
United Nation’s sanction. Be-
cause of this, the active Air

* Force formed a new squad-

ron of F-4Gs to assist the

_ Idaho fliers. The new unit,
the 561st Fighter Squadron

‘based at Nellis AFB, Nev.,

Wés*ass_igned 12 Weasels by Oct. 1, 1993. Those aircraft
had been refitted from the Aerospace Maintenance and
Regeneration Center (the “bone yard”) at Davis-Monthan-

AFB, Ariz. Also, Hawaii’s 154th Fighter Group took

_ their F-15s to provide fighter cover support for the
_operation in Southwest Asia from Dec. 3-31, 1994.

Operation Provide Comfort is a continuing effort in-

volving several Air National Guard units. The operation

reaffirmed the Air Guard’s place as a player in the Total
Force with the packaging of its fighter and airlift commu-

nities. It also demonstrated the growing importance of
- volunteerism. 3 | .

~ Theonuamn 1 5
. April 199 Re

viding F-4G “Wild Weasels”

Gulf War in 1991, the Air

own aircraft inventory by

the entire Air Force for about

Despite its removal from
the active Air Force’s inven-




"__g_-_Arctlc warriors trade snow
-'__:.frostblte for sunburn

By Spe. Sharon McBride
- Alaska Natlonal Guard

the day.

He and other scout tr'00ps recently ’

traded several feet of snow for warm,

tropical breezes on the B1g Island af
- Hawaii. '
Troops with Company B, 1st Battalron» '

-.;and Company B, 2nd Battalion, both

‘with the Alaska Army Guard’s 297th

Infantry, conducted their annual training
at the Pohakuloa Trammg Area.

“Hawaii training is unique just like the

~ Scouts themselves,” said Lynch, 2nd
Battalion senior Army advisor. =
. “Our scouts are expert arctic WaITiors
who carry on the traditions of the Alaska

. Territorial Guard, having roots back to
‘World War II,” added Lt. Col. Delance :

Wiegele, 1st Battahon commander.
‘Scouts are considered the “eyes and

earsofthe Alaskan Command ’explained

‘Wiegele, and both battalions are mostly

made up of Native Alaskans from tiny
lfﬂlages peppered around the state. Re-

connaissance and survelllance without

= detection from the enemy are the1r Spe—r
~_ cialties. S
But they live and tram in the arctic

'year-round Wiegele added, and it isn’t

often that they get to tram in dlfferent.

! elements

Terrain at Hawan S PTA has sparsei-
vegetatron with old, hardened molten

lava beds as far as the eye can see. Very
- different from Alaska’s terraln, but ]ust

.as tough to walk across.

- Many soles of combat boots had been" -
= eaten away ]ust from walkmg a few mlles -

sa member of the Alaska Arrny -
Guard, MSgt. James Lynchusu- .
ke ally concerns himself with frost-

bite: ThiS year sunbum was the issue of

RIGHT COURSE Soldlers (Ieft)
with Alaska’s Company B, 2-297th
\ Infantry plot their next move. -

~ on the abrasrve lava formations.

. The training site itself lies between two
active Volca__n_oes and is situated at an _
elevation of 6,300 feet. In Alaska, thesun

~ in the winter is a scarce companion.

“The biggest reason for conducting

training in Hawaii is we don’t have to

worry about cold weather survival,” said
Lynch. “Here (in Hawalr) we can train to -
fight, and not train to survive.’

- Alaska’s winters are. well-known for

 their harshness. Temperatures can some-
times dip to 60 degrees below zero. Tem- -
 peratures, said Lynch, that could create

loss of life.

ATfor Alaska Guard soldrers is always -
“heldin the months of February and March.
But, because AT was held in a drrt‘erent :

environment this year, Alaska’s soldiers

were able to lengthen thelr tnne spent_ :

traimng
“By going to Hawaii,”

s'aid' Wi‘eg'ele .
“we were able to enhance quality trammg_
time by as much as four hours a day.”

~ With longer daylight hours the Scouts
"had the opportunity to practice skills not
allowedbecause of extreme cold and long,'
 dark days of Alaska. b -
- Just qualifying with weapons in 1tse1f =
~ canbeareal challenge, explained Wiegele.
~ “But just try it when temperatures are
- ‘below zero, you’re cold, shaking and try-
ing to hold that weapon still and get &
- good score.” .
AT isalso one of the few opportumtles
‘when all the troops from different villages

'%GRENADE Spc

~ nade while training
soldier (left) from

' Quinhagak, Alaska
e adjusts his gear. -

Photos by Spc Sharon McBride

- can come together and tram as a team,
' explamed Lynch.

. For example we had soldiers from‘

~ Manokotak, a tiny village near Dil-

lingham, to Fairbanks, and soldiers from

_-Goodnews Bay to Qumhagak i sard
- Lynch.

Man of these Vrllages are hundreds of

mr]es apart and only accessible by plane,
~ four-wheeler, snowmobile, orby dogsled.
“It broadens the abilities and experi-
ence of our soldiers,” -
“Without the worry of frostbite, there’s a

better chance to just focus on tralnmg

| “Tnps to see different parts of the

‘world,” he added, “not only enhances
_ retention, but prov1des qualrty trammg as 7
well =
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Steve Liskey (be-
low) throws a gre-

said Wiegele.

. ..i-}rat PTA on Hawaii. A -




