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Russians review Guard

B ‘The National Guard can
be an instrument of peace’

National Guard Bureaw

he Russian officers looked with
s imterest at the pnnts of the US.

presidents who have served in the
National Guard and militia. They exam-
ined the battle streamers and photos of the
chiefs of the National Guard Bureau that
are tastefully displayed in Minuteman
Hall at the Pentagon.
Then the five high-ranking military
men from the Rus-

sian Federation
got down to busi-
ness. They quick-
ly made itclear on
the second Mon-
day in August that
they intended 1o
do much more
than look at
plaques and see

HOLDING COURT - Lt. Gen. Ed-

mobilization officer for the defense min-
istry that is attempting to streamline and
reduce the Russian army by 70 percent
— to 1.2 million soldiers - during this
decade following the Cold War, At47,
he is the federation’s military equivalent
L Gen: Edward ‘Baca, Chief of the
National Guard Bureay, it was explained.

Baca underscored the significance of
the August visit.

“It means building a spirit of coopera-
Lioh between these two countries as well
as with all of the former Warsaw Pact
nations,” he observed. "It means the Na-
tional Guard can be an instrument of
peace -- 1o bringing ubout a lasting world
peace -- with freedom.

“President Clinton has talked about
building a bridge to
the 21st century,”
Baca added; “"We
can talk about build-
ing a two-way
bridge of peace be-
tween America and
these former War-
saw Pactcountries."”

Smirmoy  re-

sponded by offer-

the sights during  ward Baca (above), theNGBChief, ing to arrangea trip
their historic,  enjoys a lighter moment with his  to Russia for Baca,
week-long visit to Russian visitors. perhaps within the
this country. nexi year,

The first delegation from the Russian Guard officials worked overtime to
Ministry of Defense to officially visitthe  make that invitation possible.

National Guard came armed with a lot of
guestions about how the United States’
Army and Air Guard and other reserve
forces functioned. Clearly, they had come
to leamn.

“We came to your country to familiar-
ize ourselves with your people and to get
acquainted with our colleagues by pro-
fession,” Gen.-Lt. Vasiliy Smimov, the
head of the delegation. explained through
an interpreter. *“This entire event should
really be construed as an exchange of
opinions and ideas.”

Smirnov, who is engaging and direct,
is a two-star general. He is the chief

“We wanted to show them the Na-
tional Guard from a national perspective
and from a grass roots perspective,” ex-
plained Col. Robert James Jr., the Bu-
reau’s International Affairs director. He
spent a year arranging the histonic visit.

The Russian delegation was originally
expected in May. The trip was put off
until August. There wias no doubt the
Russians wanted to come.

“We have heard of the American sys-
tem for training and preparing the re-
serves,” Smirnov told Baca. “But there is

B See RUSSIANS, Page 13
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Photo by L1 Col. Mike Waters

A munitions with the New York Air
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on a :
The Wing was practicing its warfighting skills
during a recent Operational Readiness Exer-
clise. See related story and photos on Page 16.
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The Pine Tree State and Ayuh

Understanding the nuances of ‘Ayul’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Burean

hought you'd like to leam a
thing or two this month about
- how us Maine people talk.

Seems like a whole bunch of folks from
up our way have come down to Wash-

ington to do some important jobs at the
Pentagon

William Cohen has become
of Defense. Wilfred Hessert has be-
come the deputy inspector general for
the Air Force. John Leonard Jr. has
become the Army National Guard's
command sergeant major.

Awﬁdgoudbuys-wnryunnuf
‘em. Smart, too.

Butlhnymnysmndahﬂ]r.fmnytn
many people in the Beltway. Our sharp
Maine accent is a bit strange in this
neck of the woods where most folks
cnnvusemagcn!le Virginia drawl.
~ Now, Secretary Cohen sounds pretty
normal because he's been rubbin’ el-
bows with that crowd in Congress for a
good many years.

But talkin' with the rest of us can
take some gettin® used to.

For example, our vocal alphabet
only has 25 letters most of the time. We
don't have much use for the letter B,
Oh, we use it when we write. And we

pronounce it when it begins a word -
like *run™ and “rank” and “restaurant.”

GUARD/ 001/'s

But the rest of the time we kind of
overlook it.

That's why car comes out like cah,
here and hear sound like heah, lobster
winds up as lobstah, and beer becomes
beah. That's one reason why we get so
many gueeah looks when we talk.

There are a couple of other reasons.

Take the word “ain’t." We may not
have invented it. But we sure use it like
we did. “Ain’t that somethin” and “I
ain’t goin’l" are common examples,

But the word that really sets us apart
is “Ayuhb.”

It’s not just the word. It's the way we
say it. It's generally spoken in one
concise syllable and with one sharp
breath, We either punch it out or
breathe it in.

It has an endless variety of meanings.
“Ayuh” in Maine is like “Hooah" in the
Army. Some examples:

before it rains. You're absolutely right.
I couldn’t have said it better myself.

“Ayuh" exhaled softly means: |
hadn’t thought of that. It's too bad. He
was too young to die at 97,

“Ayuh” inhaled sharply means: 1
suppose you're right. I'll have to think
that over. What do you mean, you're
pregnant?

“Ayuh” inhaled softly means: This is
our little secret. I'm really going to

miss that dog.

There are a couple of other varia-
tions,

“AY-uh" exaggerated over two

syllables means: Who do you think
you're Kidding? I was born at night, but

not last night.
And ayuh, ayuh, ayuh, ayuh, ayuh

exhaled in disgust means: Yeah, I
know. Now get oul of my face.

Most of the folks from Maine who
are moving to Washington are too
refined to resort to the latter two varia-

tions. But if you hear one of us use
either expression, it's best to leave us

alone for a little while,
Ayuh,

LETTERS  PoliCY:

The On Guard welcomes letters

& & & 8 & @

“Ayuh" exhaled sharply means: You
can count on me. We will get the tiy ir( | include the writer's name, address

.and daytime phone. Names may be

withheld upon request. All letters
are subject to editing for style,
content and space requirements.
FAX your Letters to the Editor

to DSN 761-0732 or (703) 681-
0732. Letters can be mailed to:
NGB-PAI-C, 2500 Army Penta-
gon, Washington, DC 20310-

> Farguhar
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X IN THE NEWS

* New Army Guard Deputy

* Connecticut Wing

* Georgia Leaders

Idaho native succeeds Gen. Bilo
as Army National Guard’s ‘No. 2’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

the Army National Guard a key national defense

playerin the 21stcentury will become a paramount
concern for Col. Michael Squier in early
November.

Fnﬂn-ingmlalinnswilhﬂtacﬁve Army to make

Squier assumes deputy post

“My most important job will be to act as a spokesman
for our constituents in the states,” added Squier. He has
been learning the ways of Washington since September
1978 when he reported to the Army Guard’s Mobiliza-
tion Readiness Division as a staff officer,

He has been the chief of staff for Maj. Gen. William
Navas, director of the Army National Guard, since last
September. He spent the previous year as Baca's execu-
tive officer.

Squier has a diverse background. He is as highly
regarded by associates for his modesty as for his atten-
tion to detail.

He was the first commander of the Army's
Equipment Maintenance Center for Europe

That is when the 51-year-old career
Guardsman from Boise, 1daho, will become
deputy director for the 367,000-member

Army National Guard,

Squier will succeed Brig. Gen, William

Bilo who will step down Oct. 31 after
holding that job for four years,

"I commend Brig. Gen. Bilo for his
superb vision and leadership contribu-

- tions 1o the Ammy National Guard for

the past four years,” stated Lt Gen.
Edward Baca, Chief of the National
Guard Bureau,

Army Secretary Togo West named
Squier to the Army Guard's number
Iwo position Aug. 8. Squier is ex-
pected to be promoted to brigadier
general by the first of next year, pend-
ing Senate confirmation.

“1 hope to improve the relevancy of
the Army National Guard, especially
our combat arms,” said the infantry
officer.

Squier added that he intends to be an
advocate for the Army National

Ty L= T

that was established in 1988, That center is
now managed exclusively by the Army Guard
in Kaiserslautern, Germany.

He also has been the Bureau's Deputy
Chief of Public Affairs and Chief of the

Army Guard's Readiness Division,

“I'm honored to have been selected
for this position from among many
highly-qualified people,” Squier said.

- “There are significant challenges
facing the Army National Guard today
and in the future,” Squier added. “Tam
proud to have the opportunity to face
these challenges and to help shape our
future.”

Squier was commissioned as an ord-
nance officer in 1965. He has also
served as an infantry officer. He holds
@ business management degree from
the University of Maryland. He has
completed Command and General Staff
College and the Army War College.

He and his wife Phyllis live in
Manassas, Ya.

“I join the Secretary and Chief of

NATIONAL BRIEFS

Walter “Buster” Bums formally began a

three-year tour as commander of the Con-
necticut Air National Guard's 103rd Fighter

Wing. -

The unit, stationed at Bradley Air National
Guard Base in East Granby, became the first
Air National Guard unit to be commanded by
an active duty Air Force officer.

The maditional “passing of the colors” took
place before an assembly of 1,000 unit mem-
bers, Maj. Gen. Donald W. Shepperd, Air
Guard director, and Brig. Gen. Paul A.
Weaver Ir., slated to succeed Shepperd this
- fall, were present.

“Many people have asked me, ‘why do we
have to do this? The answer is, we don’t
have to do this. We want to,” Shepperd said.
“What betier way for Air Force officers to
learn the capabilities of the Air Guard.”

Bums assumed command from the acting
commander Col. Jim Skiff, who accepted a
new assignment to command the Pennsylva-
nia Air Guard's |1 1th Fighter Wing. Bums
was previously assigned to the Joint Staff at
the Pentagon as the Chief of the Strike War-

The Air Force Academy graduate and
former F-5 and F-15 pilot promised 1o con-
tinue the 103rd’s successful ways.

“I may not know all the rules, regulations
and cultural nuances of the Air Guard yet, but
I do know what is right,” Burns said. “My
commitment to every one of you is to do

Guard's 54 state and territory organizations at the Na-  Staff of the Army in extending congratulations to Col. m&;zﬂh‘ﬁ hml" Fm“:_if.h S
tional Guard Bureau in Washington D.C. and Mrs. Squier and their family,” Baca said. '
Idaho heli h claims two i 57
aho helicopter crash claims two ives | T
commands in Georgia, the 48th Infantry

wo members of the Idaho Na- Barter, 41, of Boise, wasincharge ~ Badge in 1992. Neal was the Brigade and the 78th Troop Command expe-

tional Guard were killed and  of the Guard's flood relief task force aeroscout platoon leader in Co. C, |- rienced senior command changes recently.

a third seriously injured re-  in eastern Idaho at the time of his  183rd Battalion from 19972 until The command of the 48th Infantry Brigade,
cently when their OH-58 Kiowahe-  death. He joined Idaho's Air Na- 1996, whenhejoined the battalion's with over 4,500 troops across Georgia, was
licopter crashed while they were di-  tional Guard in 1980 as a weapons A Company. passed (o Col. Robert C. Hughes from Brig.
recting flood reliefefforts nearFirth,  systems officer, flying in the backseat Barter and Neal were honored at a Gen, William T. Theilemann during a cer-
ldaho. of the RF-4C reconnaissance jetand ~ memorial service held at Gowen emony at Fort Stewart Ga.

Maj. Donald R. Barter, com- laterin the F-4GWild Weasel fighter.  Field. Families and friends of both - Col. Michael L. Seely took the reigns of
mander of the Idaho Air National Barter served as the intelligence of- men attended the ceremony, along the 3,600 member 78th Troop Command P
Guard's 124th Communications ficer for the 190th Fighter with Idaho’s Gov. Phil Batt and more from Hughes Aug. 2 in Atlanta. Seely was the
Flight, and 1st Lt. William Neal, Ist  before taking command of the 124th  than 200 members of the state’s 78th Troop Command’s deputy commander.
Battalion, 183rd Aviation, pilot of  Communications Flight in 1994, Army and Air National Guard. Hughes and Seely are promotable to briga-
the helicopter, died in the crash. The Neal, 29, of Picabo, began his “These two died serving others,” dier general. The two commands represent 90
co-pilot, CWO2 Shelby Wuthrich,  military careerin 1988 asanenlisted  Bait said. “This has been their trade- - percent of the men and women who serve in
also from the 1-183rd, suffered se- member of the Idaho Army National ~ mark throughout their lives. [the Peach State’s Army Guard.
vere back injuries when he was  Guard. He was commissioned in Each were awarded the Meritori-
thrown from the helicopter. 1991 and earned the Army Aviation ous Service Medal posthumously.
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IN THE NEWS

Guard wages battle
on computer screen

By Maj. Pauline Geraci

Minnesota National Guard

ith the touch of a
computer key and
access 1o Comumuni-
calmn one soldier can fight a
ix-pronged war. Well, a
szmulnlnd one.

Thanks to the JANUS Stra-
tegic Simulation System —
named for the two-headed
Roman God of War who has a
head that looks forward and
another that looks back --
soldiers can use past experi-
ences while training for the
future.

Being used by the active
Army, JANUS is currently
fielded in several National
Guard states. There are seven
suites, or systems, in Idaho and
seven in Georgia. JANUS also
has also expanded to one in
Camp Ripley, Minn.; one in
Fort McClellan, Ala., and
another in Columbus, Ohio.

According to Tom Smith, a
JANUS project manager, the
system the Guard uses is more
Combat Service Support (CSS)
enhanced.

“The Army version did not
play CSS very well, so there
was a concerted effort to im-
prove CSS for the Guard sys-
tem,” he said.

Befare JANUS there was
the antiquated Army Training
Battle Simulation System or
ARTBASS. Unlike its prede-
cessor, JANUS can model
almost any scenario IMagin-
able, said Glenn Rosen, a com-
puter systems analyst.

“JANUS can go from the
individual foot soldier walking
through a mine field to an all
out six-sided war,” he insisted.

In the near future, JANUS
will be fielded on laptops and
will be capable of networking
with other states,

When not being used for
simulated battle, the computers
won't just collect dust. Smith
said they can be used for dis-
tance leamning or routine work.

“Using these computers and
equipment for tritining is not
that expensive considering the
the same type of training with-
out a computer,” he said.

By SSgt. hﬂuhnd P. Mi:Cnrd
Alabama National Guard

or every action, there must be a

reaction, It's a reality members of

the Alabama National Guard help
confirm after Hurricane Danny belted the
Alabama coastline with 30 inches of rain
and wind gusts of up to 100 mph in mid-
July,

More than 275 Razorback Army and
Air Guardmembers from 26 units joined
county, state and federal authorities over
six days to provide relief for the citizens
of Mobile and Baldwin counties who
federal officials estimate suffered $23
million in damage.

“You couldn’t have asked for a better
relationship than we’ ve had working with
thedifferent agencies,” said Lt. Col. Bryan
Swindle, the commander of one of the six
task forces Alabama has ready to combat
stale emergencies.

Even before Danny came ashore, 30
military police from the Army Guard's
231st MP Battalion were -alﬂge.d at the
Brewton armory, about 90 minutes from
the coast, They were dispatched to assist
county and state law enforcement offi-
cials with traffic control and to helpevacu-
ate residents. Once Danny cleared the
coastal area, they were sent back to pro-
vide security and prevent looting.

- Two 4{-person engincer cells with
dump trucks, front-end loaders and chain
saws went to Evergreen, some 80 miles
north of Mobile.

Sgt. Walter Engel, a computer repair-

Jman with the 71 1th Signal Battalion, was

called upon to help rescue those residents
stranded by Danny's flash floods.

“During one trip,” he recalled. “we hatl
two-and-a-half feet of water in the cab of
@ ‘deuce-and-a-half.” The water rose a
foot in one hour.

CRUISING
the CLOUDS

Alahama answers Hul'rlt:ane Danny

“One othertime,” he added, “the whole
front end of the truck was under water.”

The 14-year Guard veteran said his
call-up was difficult because it forced
him to leave his grandmother behind in
Mobile. But, like Danny, he couldn’t be
stopped.

“When you put on this uniform, you do
what it takes,” he said.

Baldwin County residents like Bob
Moore and his wife, who watched water
creep within two feet of their upstairs in

Guard’s effort.
“I was told we were the last people
out,” Moore said. “I' can’t praise (the

Guardmembers) enough. I don't know -

what we would've done without them.”

As rescues continued, Bama engineers
began cleanng roadways along the coasL.
More than 1,000 loads of sand and dint
were scooped from the roads in the area
and hauled to dumps. Generators were
dispatched to provide power for public

Photo by SFC Melinda Early

DANNY'S DAMAGE - Members of
the Alabama Guard's Special
Forces (above) give officials a lift
to assess bridge and road damage
after Hurricane Danny struck.

utilities in the area.

MSgt. M. D. Evans, and fellow mem-
bers of Company B, 1st Battalion, 20th
Special Forces Group in Mobile, also
were called into action. Using their F-470
Zodiacs - rubberized all-purpose boats

‘their two-siory home, appreciaied - the - —ihey. assisied county. and staebridge .

inspectors tasked with assessing bridge
and road damage,

“Our soldiers need to be commended
for their super work during this emer-
gency,” stated CSM Dale Byme, “They
worked very long hours in very danger-
ous conditions to help their communities.

“These soldiers were called out at the
height of the storm,” he added, “left their
families, and put themselves in harm’s
way to help others.”

Photo by Sgt. John A. Wood
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* Crowning Achievements

= W -
Former Miss

(etting heyond
BEAUTY

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Narional Guard Bureau

Rhode Island
would rather

= AUt o
lalx -apolt a

here is a word for people
like Gloria Haggarty.
Driven.

At 31, the Rhode Island Army National Guard licuten-
ant has become her state’s new public affairs officer -
the spokesperson for the adjutant geperal, Maj. Gen.
Reginald Centracchio, and Rhode Island’s 3,800 Army
and Air Guardmembers.

Ist. Lt. Gloria Haggarty brings a unigue background to
the job,

Eight Septembers ago, in 1989, the former Gloria
Berlanga took her flute and tiara and title as Miss Rhode
Island to Atlantic City, N.J., as a contestant in the Miss
America Pageant.

No, she didn't win. Miss Missouri, Debbye Lynn
Tumer, was crowned Miss America that year,
Jﬁm not ber life’s defining moment,

i » whose most enduring quality ma
be her candor. 4 E

“That was one of many things that have happened 1o
me,"” said the daughter of the late Jesus Berlanga, a chief
peity officer who died during his 21st year in the Navy,

*The Navy paid a lot of my college expenses,” she

said, “but I competed for the Miss America title for the
scholarship money as much as for anything else.”

The 5-foot-7 Haggarty has dedicated herself 1o her
seven-year military career with the same intensity that
earned her nine varsity letters in basketball and other

activities at her North Kingston high school; the Miss
Teen Rhode Island title in 1984: and a degree in English
literature and classical music from Wheaton College in
Massachusetts in 1988,

“She's very self-assured,” said Col. James Reed, the
Rhode Island Army Guard's chief of staff. “She’s physi-
cally fit. She's a well-spoken role model with an excep-
tional leadership background,”

Haggarty became the first woman and first National
Guard officer to win the class leadership award for the
engineer officer basic course at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo., in February 1995. It is one of her most satisfying
accomplishments.

_ “Winning that award meant more to me than going to
the Miss America Pageant,” said Haggarty who lives
with her husband Shawn in Coventry, R.L

“I"ve learned that you don't compete with anyone else.
You only compete with yourself,” she observed. “The
secret is to always believe in yourself; to never quit.
Don't listen to the people who tell you that you can’t do
something.”

She joined the Guard in 1990, Haggariy explained,
because she liked the idea or serving country and state.

“It was a way to give something back,"” said Haggarty
whose family has a sound military tradition. Besides her
father’s Navy service, her older brother Joseph became

e Missouri

Milestone

CROWNING ACHIEVEMENTS - 1st Lt. Gloria
Haggarty (left) has made the transition from
tiara (1989 Miss Rhode Island coronation) to
hard hat (bullding roads on U.S./Mexico border)
with hard work and aplomb.

an Air Force officer and is now a full-time Air Guard
major in Arizona.

She has paid her own military dues since going to work
for the Rhode Island Army Guard a few davs afier
completing basic training at Fort Dix, N.J., in November
1990. Among them:

= Five mobilizations for state emergencies, including
Hurricane Bob.

* More than five years in Rhode [sland’s counterdrug
program.

* Three years as a platoon leader in the 861st Engineer
Company after eaming her bars.

She is now her company's operations officer. She has
started her engineer officers advance course. She has not
begun to rest on her oars.

Airbomne school at Fort Benning, Ga., is among her
goals. So is graduate school — perhaps law school be-
cause criminal law appeals to her, And she plans to run
a marathon every year after finishing the Marine Corps
Marathon in Washington, D.C., last fall,

Most of all, she wants to make a mark. For now, that
means telling the people of Rhode Island about the
positive things their Guardmembers are doing -- such as
telling teenagers it doesn’t make sense to do drugs.

There is one other part of her past that she expects will
serve her well as a public affairs officer. She broadcast
high school basketball games and reported the morning
news for a couple of Rhode Island radio stations.

The Miss America Pageant? Yes, she acknowledged,
it was all very interesting, but other concerns have long
since filled her plate. So how does she feel about this
September’s new Miss America twist ... Two-piece
swimsuits?

Sorry, that chapter’s closed.

maore than 10 000 thvino

Experience

in the PIT

By Maj. Ken MacNevin
Missouri National Guard

ourF-15 fighters took off.
They were closely pur-
sued by another four
Eagles, and perhaps, history.
Soon, eight pilots with the
Missouri Air Guard's 110th
Fighter Squadron were conduct-
ing combat tactics training --
four Eagles would be the good

Y T ey -
|| i .r-.l"|l:|

guys, while the others simulated
the tactics of an enemy aircraft.

It was not, however, an ordi-
nary day.

The F-15 expenience that lefi
the ground at Lambert Interna-
tional Airport in St. Louis June
21 boasted more than 10,300 F-
I5 flying hours. «_

And that’s just four pilots,

Lt. Col. Gordon Kimpel flew
one Eagle, while Majs. Jon Kelk,
Alan Miller and Steve Mills flew
the others. Kelk said it may have
marked the first time a quartet of
pilots “with over 10,000 hours
of F-15 flying time has been
fielded from one squadron.”

Kelk is the Show-Me State
Air Guard's high-time Eagle
pilot with more than 3,025 F-15

hours. His 3,000th hour was
logged on a combat patrol over
northern Iraq during the 110th's
deployment this year for Opera-
tion Northern Watch.

Kelk’s first hours over Irag
came during Desert Storm,
where he was credited with the
first enemy fighter downing, a
MiG 29. That was during the 11
years the University of Wiscon-
sin graduate spent on active duty.
He is a graduate of the Air
Force's F-15 Fighter Weapons
Instructor Course.

Miller also is a Fighter Weap-
ons Instructor grad and Desert
Storm vet. The University of
Missoun graduate has over 2,675
F-13 hours,

Kimpel has logged 2,400 F-
15 hours. The University of Con-
necticuf grad served 13 years on
active duty and is also a fighter
weapons instructor grad. He also

EXPERIENCED HAND -
Missouri's Maj. Jon Kelk

(right) conducts a pre-flight
check of his F-15 Eagle.

has close to 500 F-4 Phantom
hours.

Mills, another of the squad-
ron’s six Desert Storm alums,
has 2,250 hours in the Eagle's
cockpit. A graduate of Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical, he served
eight years on active duty,

All four of the pilots are tradi-
nonal Guardmembers flying for
major airlines.

The St. Louis squadron has a
total of eight pilots with more
than 2,000 F-15 hours. Among
thetr six Desert Storm velts is
one with three MiG kills.

The 10,000-plus hour four-
ship flight was done, in part,
because the squadron could do
it, Kimpel noted.

Photo courtesy 131st Fighter Wing
He knows his unit is not alone.
“(Guard units) have a wealth

of experience both in combat
and peacetime that our nation
can rely on,” Kimpel noted.
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Army Guard crews and
aircraft mechanics are giving
numanitarian mission wings

By SFC Eric Wedeking
Theater Support Element, Panama

lying stories often resound with the
F themes of cocky, swaggering heli-

copter pilots grabbing the glory
and medals while back on the ground
unappreciated enlisted mechanics qui-
etly work maintenance miracles busting
their knuckles trying to loosen an over-
torqued hydraulic fitting.

But U.S. military engineers building
schools and medical clinics deep in the
tropical swamps and savannas of Guyana
can tell no such
tales: Lately
they have been
receiving sup-
phes flown to
them by Army
National Guard
helicopters as
part of an on-
going engineer-
training, hu-
manitarian and
civic-action ex-
ercise called

New Horizon- HAUL -

Guard

Guyana. mechanics

Twoofthose (above) and U.S.
relief-flying  Alr Force crew
helicoptershad ~ Members push a
a Peoria, 11l., Chinook from the
return address.  belly of a C-5A

Members of GalaxyinGuyana.
the [llinois Ar-

my Guard's 106th Aviation Battalion re-
cently loaded and accompanied two par-
tially dismantled CH-47 *Chinook™ heli-
copters, a crane and numerous tools on to
a U.S. Air Force C-5A "Galaxy.” They
then lumbered thousands of miles to the
northern coastline of South America.

Once the aircraft, equipment and troops
disembarked from the flying behemoth at
Timehri Airport in Guyana, the mechan-
ics reassembled the helicopters in four
days. The Chinooks were used Lo fly Air
Force and Marine engineers and equip-
ment to sites where schools, medical clin-
ics and bridges were being constructed.

Along with flight crews, about 20 ex-
pert-aircraft mechanics ventured to
Guyana from the Army National Guard's
1108th and 1109th Aviation Classifica-
tion Repair Activity Depots, or
AVCRADs, from Gulfport, Miss., and
Groton, Conn., respectively.

“It was the first time they performed
this type of mission on this type of aircraft
and they performed admirably,” said
Maryland Army Guard's Lt. Col. Mike
Sweeney, who serves as the National
Guard aviation officer for Exercise Sup-

HELICOPTER

port Command at Fort Clayton, Panama.
“They're the best in the Army."

Other aviation maintenance leaders who
traveled to Guyana said the National Guard
depot-level mechanics from the North and
South blended well.

“They couldn’tbe doing any bettereven
if we had handpicked the crew ourselves,”
confirmed Mississippi Army Guard's
Capt. Richard Poole, a 1108th production
contro] officer.

Over the last several years, mechanics
with the much-in-demand AVCRADs
have processed aircraft for sea and air
transport for various military exercises
like Operation Joint Endeavor in Hungary
and Bosnia, Operation*Uphold Democ-
racy in Haiti and Exercise Bright Star in
Egypt.

“We go wherever the Army says our
expertise is needed,” reported CWO
Charles Spicer, a Maryland Army Guard

™ . - ! 2
o l. = I'-- ; 't{

liaison with Mobilization AVCRAD
Control Element, or MACE, headquar-
tered at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.
“These AYCRADs are good. They defi-
nitely know what they are doing.”

Besides getting to venture to a devel-
oping nation for the first time, helicopter
maintenance technicians with special-
ties ranging from avionics to aircraft
mechanic said the two-week deployment
to Illinois and Guyana further challenged
their abilities to function without their
depot-level tools and equipment inven-
tory being available.

“It’s excellent training out here in this
old Guyana Air Force hangar. You have
to think on your feet because our re-
sources are limited,” said Connecticut
Army Guard's Spe. Jason Dumas, a me-
chanic with the 1109th AVCRAD. "Ai
the depot back in Groton, we're sur-
rounded by equipment, but not here.

Photos by SFC Eric Wedeking

BRINGING RELIEF - Army Guard
aviation mechanics (above) from
Connecticutand lllinois use acrane
hoist and guide siraps to re-
assemble a CH-47 Chinook at
Timehri Airport. A Chinook (left)

emerges from the bay of a C-5,

We've tried to do the best we can with
what we have."

However, operating from a tent-city
base camp during the initial phases of the
U.S. Air Force-led military exercise in
Guyana, Dumas quipped that living in
insulated, air-conditioned tents erected
over freshly poured concrete while using
air conditioned trailers for latrines was
indeed a pleasant surprise.

“I get here to Guyana and it's like
paradise,” he added. “I'm used to sleep-
ing in a tent with the mud and the insects.”

Helicopter pilots, crew chiefs and other
support specialists who also ventured to
Guyana with the mechanics said they
were surprised by the rapid tumaround
time. AVCRAD mechanics, they mar-
velled, managed to dismantle, load, un-
load and then reassemble two CH-47
helicopters. Those Chinooks are being
flown in Guyana by crews with the lowa
and Mlinois Army Guard.

“lI don't know much about the
AVCRADs, but they look like they know
what they're doing,” said [llinois Army
Guard’s Ist Sgt. Mike Milam with the
Peoria-based Company F, 106th Avia-
tion. “They haven't stopped since they've
been here in Guyana.”

Because operational helicopler units
are nol trained to perform the extremely
technical maintenance required to pre-
pare a CH-47 for air transport and then
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anics like lowa Army Guard's
Spc. Jake Naber (above), check-
ing a hydraulic line fittingon a
Chinook helicopter, are making
a difference in Guyana.

reassemble the aircraft again for immedi-
ate missions, Milan said the knowledge
of the depot-level mechanics was obvi-
ously a dire requirement.

“We couldn’t have done it without the
AVCRAD," he added.

Seeing up close the professionalism
displayed by citizen-soldiers, all of whom
were working together for the first time,
impressed U.S. Air Force SSgt. Bill
Myers, one of the C-5 loadmasters that
flew the group to Guyana.

“The enthusiasm level is higher than
the active component people I've worked
with,” he said. “They made what could
have been a very hard job, a very easy job.
We certainly didn't have any hiccups.”

Once the two helicopters and tons of
equipment were off the C-5, Myers
walched with near awe as the Guard
mechanics busily went about their work.
He said the spiteful phrase “weckend
warrior” no longer exists in his vocabu-
lary.
“The National Guard may be a little
more mature and older than the active
duty,” Myers said, * but there is no differ-
ence.”

“Nowadays they're on active duty sta-
tus all the time,"” he added, “The Guard is
getting called on with a lot 1o do.”

Connecticut’s Spc. Jason Dumas is using
his expert skills for good in Guyana

Wrenching Effort

By SFC Eric Wedeking - "
Theater Support Element, Panama

ith just 25 years of life on this planet, Con-

necticut Army Guard’s Spe. Jason Dumas

could be considered by some a rookié aircraft
mechanic,

However, during a recent deployment to Guyana as
part of an engineer-training, humanitarian and civic-
action exercise called New Horizons-Guyana, Dumas
displayed the skills of a veteran “wrench turner”™ as he
und other National Guard citizen-soldiers quickly reas-
sembled two CH-47 "Chinook™ helicopters at Timehn

two Chinooks (see related story, Page 6), a crane and
numerous tools onto an U.S. Air Force C-5A “Galaxy™
aircraft from the Illinois Army Guard’s 106th Aviation
Battalion in Peoria. They then delivered the partially
disassembled helicopter thousands of miles to the north-
ern coastline of South America.

Once the aircraft, equipment and troops disembarked
at Timehri Airport, Guyana, the mechanics reassembled
the CH-<47s in only four days.

The Chonooks were then used by lowa and Illinois
Army National Guard flight crews to bring U.S. Air

Force and Marine engineers and equipment to various
work sites where schools, medical clinics and bridges
were being constructed as pant of an ongoing engineer-
training, humanitarian and civic-action exercise.

The Constitution State’s expert-aircraft mechanics
were not the only depot-level soldiers in Guyana. They
were joined by the Mississippi Army Guard's 1108th
AVCRAD from Gulfport, Miss,

Dumas said the North and South-based troops formed
a perfect union.

“In my old unit, we never had it so good, and working
with the gays from Mississippi has neally been a great
experience,” he said as he carcfully negotinted his way
atop the hulking Chinook while others feverishly went
about re-assembling the aircraft’s rear pylon and rotor
syslem.

“Everybody has been getting along really good,” he
added. "We sure did need the guys from Mississippi
helping us put these helicopters back together, because
we've been busy.™

Maintenance leaders lauded Dumas and the others for
their commitment. Their surprisingly fast turnaround
also meant troops working in the steaming tropical
swamps and jungle of Guyana would be resupplied more
quickly.

“The AVCRAD mechanics are the best in the entire
Army. They turn wrenches eight hours a day back home,

Airport, Guyana, : so this is routine for them,” said Maryland Army
“It's excellent training out bere at the airport in Guard’s Lt Col. Mike Sweeney, who serves as the Na-
G-uyann It's tional Guard’s
been different,” Exercise Support
related the Command aviation
Mossup, Conn., officer at Fort
resident. Clayton, Panama.
Thvetriedr “They po all over
 dothe best with the world to do this
what we have. kind of work."
It's been chal- This is not news
lenging because to Dumas. Prior to
we don’t have his South Ameri-
all the tools and can trip, he took
equipment we his skills to Florida
need. At the and Hawaii from
depot, we're his home station in
m by Groton 1o process
equipment.” the double-rotor
Dumas is a Chinooks for ship-
full-time aircraft ment to various
mechanic with military exercises
the Connec- occurring around
ticut's 1109th the world,
Aviation Classi- “We're on the
ﬁ-.:a_r.’lun Repair Photo by SFC Eric Wedsking  road quite a bit,”
&cﬂ?gﬁ%?m ON TOP OF IT - Connecticut Army Guard's Spc. Jason Dumas D¢ reported. “Our
. (above), a member of the Groton-based 1109th Aviation oS U AML
poedn Groton.  Classification Repar Activity Depot, helps place a foward- mch n demand,
Fw";“;?;g of#4  rotor transmission atop a CH-47 Chinook helicopter from a ET;E":’,‘* the
: : steamy hangar in Timehri, Guyana. Not everyone, it
ics who Il:mdud tums out, is taken

with Dumas® efforts.

“My fiance (Kim Griffin) doesn’t like it,” be said,
“but then again, she is getting used to it, I guess, It's part
of my job."”

The son of Robert and Shirley Dumas said he will
return home with stories about his mechanical adven-
tures in Guyana.

“Tt's like paradise here in Guyana at :lmﬁuFurr.c-*run
base camp with air-conditioned tents and air-conditioned
trailers for rest rooms,” he said, smiling. * I'm used to
sleeping in the tent in the mud with bugs.”
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EMPLOYER EﬂFPﬂIT

Rhode Island judge and
retired colonel, Thomas
Needham, enters a verdict

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

Nartonal Guard Bureau

homas Needham, as a young com-

bat engineer with Patton’s 3rd

Army, witnessed the scarred and
ugly face of Europe at war,

More than a half-century later, the dis-
unguished Rhode Island junst has gone
back to the same part of the world to judge
the impact of duty on a cross-section of
part-time military people from his state
and the people for whom they work.

Marshals, sheriffs, bailiffs, members
of the capital police force
and clerks of the court who
belong to the National
Guard and Reserves are the
group that concerned him
the most while on a fact-
finding trip to the western
German city of Kaiser-
slautern during the third
week in July.

L]
ot

up support for citizen-soldiers within the
state’s busihess community For the past
|6 years.

Justice Thomas Henry Needham re-
turned to Germany in July to see for
himself what was expected of 104 Na-
tional Guard soldiers from his state serv-
ing for three weeks at the Army's pri-
mary equipment maintenance center in
Europe.

It was clear that maintaining the peace
15 far better than fighting a war and that
the duty can be challenging in its own
right.

“Being a soldier is a lot different than
it was during the Second World War,” he
observed. “Back then we did what we
were told and we didn’'t ask many ques-
tions. Now, soldiers need to understand
the mternational implications of what
they are doing, We are asking them to be

diplomats as well as do
their military jobs, They
deserve our full support.”

Needham considers
himself lucky because his
World War 11 unit did not
endure a lot of the horrors
encountered hy a lot of

4 other combat soldiers,
He was a sergeant in C

“They come to me be-
cause they know | was ac-
tive in the Reserves.”
said the silver-haired
Needham who refired
as a full colonel from
the judge advocate gen-
erals corps in 1978. He
holds their respect be-
cause, at 75, Needham
is the Rhode [sland su-
penor court system's
senior trial judge,

He traveled to Eu-
rope with 39 other

> [sland business
and government lead-
ers, including nine state
senators, during the tnp
sponsored by the state’s civilian Commit-
tee for Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve.

There was much to consider during
what was believed to be the first European
trip of its kind orchestrated by any of the
ESGR’s state and ternitorial committees.

* What benefits do employers get when
their workers are mobilized for extended
penods forsuch operations as Joint Guard,
the Bosnian peacekeeping mission?

* How often can the nation’s military
leaders go back to the well and expect
employers to let their people leave lor
training and active duty?

* How much longer will this demand go
on - in light of President Bill Clinton's
indication in mid-July that ULS, troops
may have to remain in Bosnia beyond
next summer”

Rhode Island’s aggressive ESGR com-
mittee, headed by North Smithfield attor-
ney Paul Baillargeon, has been drumming

Justice Needham

JUDGING
Employer
SUPPORT

Company of the 1282nd
Combat Engincer Battal-
ion that crossed the
Enghsh Channel for
the French port of Le
Havre in Augusi
1944, a couple of
months after the D-
Day invasions.

His unit spent the
next eight months
culfing across nunh
ern France and Lux-"
embourg. They then
served near Kaiser-
slautern and crossed
the Rhin¢ River near
Wiesbadenduring the
Bartle of the Bulge.

“We were 80 or 90 miles north of
Wiesbaden when the Germans surren-
dered,” Needham recalled.

“We never saw any of the cities, They
kept us in the field. We stayed in ‘ciga-
rette camps’ pamed Lucky Stnike and
Chesterfield,” he added.

“Our first casualty was a souvenir
hunter,” Needham elaborated. “*He left
the camp to get a war souvenir. All we
found was a hand and a fool.

“We were not so concemned about bul-
lets that had our names on them,” he said,
“We were more worried about the ones
that were addressed to whom it may
concern. We didn't want to be caught in
the wrong place ot the wrong time.”

Supporting the members of the Guard
and the Reserve called vp 1o preserve the
peace, he hoped, will diminish the pros-
pects of Amencan soldiers having to
again wopder how the bullets are ad-
dressed.
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Ocean State employersgo
to Germany to see their
weekenders in action

GIVING the
BOSS a LIFT

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ew people are as sure of

themselves as veteran lawyers.

who have survived the slings
and grrows of the courtroom. That
helps explain Rhode Istand attomey
Paul Baillargeon who, at 54, has

It also explains the cutting-edge
nmmnrﬂhudulﬂmﬂsl&-yur-ﬂd
civilian Committee for
Support of the Guard and Reserve.
Tlmlmpomghul Bnilleugnmhgx

heen the
e kltl%ill T
 of our 50 states, but it an
m:pmﬂmcﬂmufmm

respect for this country’s citizen-
soldiers by conducting a civic leaders
lift to western Germany recently to
visit an Army Guard maintenance
compuny and grab the active Ja.tmy 5
attention. Baillargeon, a former

Army officer and Vietnam vnmu.

led the way.

“As the Army's drawdown goes
on, the pressure on emplovers will
increase hecause we need (o rétain :
our Guard and Reserve men and 4 '
women,” Baillargeon told the 40 :I:mmfd:u iﬂﬁ:ﬂi’ﬂnﬂl
business people and state senators  nance Company from East
who made what is believed to be the Greenwich were into their
first fact-finding trip taEﬂrug:by three weeks of annual
afly ESGR stale commiitee. training. :

“1 care what you think after you They were rebailding diesel
come back from this mission,” he engines and repairing other equip-
udded. “It [is m that vur busi- ment essential to mmmm
ness peopie c officials un- pm:d:ecpmg ﬂpﬂmtlﬂn j’
derstand whai the National Guard miles away in Bosnia.
and Reserves have 1o.do.” They got an-eartul rom military

Maj. Gen. Reginald Centracchio, officials, including Army Maj. Gen.
Rhode Istand’s adjutant general, who Charles Muhan Jr,, about how im-
traveled with the delegation, said the portant n'ﬂudy'ﬂuw of reserve units
trip was “absolutely essential to our is to sustaining the LS, présence in
demoeracy.” Europe and helping keep the Bos-

“Rhode Island has to be competi- mian Serbs, Croats and Muslims
tive on the national scene or we're from each others’ throuts,
out of business,” he ndded. “Without the reserve components,

Adequate time off for training., we'd be dead in the water,” said Bill
educational benefits and a bigger Rast Jr., & spokesman for the 211
piece of their stale’s linancial pie are Theater Area Armyy Command.
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.wmﬂneﬁtmdﬁues.fhadﬂuldta
what they did here in Europe,” said

Patricia O'Rourke, manager of the
U.5. Small Business Administra-
tion's information center.

*1 found these Guard people 1o be
hard-working. enthusiastic and excit-
ed about what they're doing.” she
added sfter observing the operation
a4 former Germun army tank com-
plex. -

More than 100 Guard maintenance
companies have rotuled through
there since 1989, Twelve units, mine
from the Army Guard. will repair the

OCEAN STATE
OVERVIEW - Rhode
Island employers are

Hunt (far left) on the
mission his unit, the
1043rd Maintenance

in Garmany.

Army’s equipment dmn ﬂr[h
vear alone.

Many employers mdiumrl
they want (o help their
ﬂunnlnndkmsuld:m
should be a high-prionty
item,” said JeiT Johnson, a
vice president for o West
Warwick insurance firm.

“If we can give our prison
inmates free milhm.m:
should certainly do the same
for members of the Guard,”
he maintnined.

The of work-
ing an extra week in Ger-
many, intrigued State

- Senator Jonathan Oster.

*“The soldiers told me they

would not get nearly as
mm':h l:lr.me without that third”

L1 _Il1||.-1- Ui

“inwnlnrurﬁﬂm
wmmhmu."hmﬂ“lf
: i peacetitne army to
do o mission, we don’t need
10 hire private contractors st
-lhmﬂlimﬂlltnmt." -

Thuwngw&mtu

-an unabished
advocate for America’s Guardmenm-
bers since serving a tour in Vietnam
as an infantry officer — after he had
finished law school.

“1 hated the Guard.” he admiited.
“because many of my friends joined
1o avoid going to Vietnam.”

He began to understand the com-
mitment to the Guard, Baillargeon
explained, when a Norih Smithfield
police officer insisted on going
through the Infantry Officers Basic

Course ai 1. Benning, Ga., afier

completing his initial six-year tour.

Baillargeon got involved with
Rhode Island’s employer suppon
committee shortly thereafter.

Yes, Hmﬂurgmn is concerned that
this country's reserve forces dre being
stretched thin, but he also wans 1el]
the warld what the Guard has to offer
and how his commitee can help.

briefed by SFC Walter

Company, hmm'

#ﬂ-‘ W
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Photo by SSgt. Brenda K. Benner

Gunning for Goodwill

Lone Star employers brave
the heatat Fort Hood to watch
the 45th Armored Division

By Spe. Aaron R, Reed

Texas National Guard

eith Mattern-was having the time
e his life. Never mind it was 90
deprees iff the shade; no'matier

lunch was an MRE.

“This has been wonderful,” said
Mattern, an Overton, Tex., feed store
owner. “Today was our first helicopter
ride, and it was terrific. Since we gol
down here everyone has really gone out
of their way 1o make sure we're having a
good time.”

Mattern was just one of 259 employers
and civic and business leaders from around
the state who visited Fort Hood as part of
the Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve program during the first week of
the Texas Army National Guard's 49th
Armored Division annual training this
sumimer,

ESGR, as the program is commonly
known, i5 one tool Guard and Reserve
leaders rely on to keep civilian employ-
ers’ goodwill duning a time when the
operations lempo for citizen-soldiers is
on the nise.

“Downsizing of the active duty com-
ponents has really kicked this program
mto high gear,” said Le. Col. Jeffry D
Vaughn, the civil affairs officer who over-
sees the program for the 49th Armored
Division. “More and more missions are
coming our way, and even though the law
1s on our side and employers have to let
their people go to get the training and
perform their military duties.

“We want to have their goodwill,” he
added.

Vaughn said that even though much
has changed in the last decade, there is
sull a perception among some civilians

that annual training has more to do with
playing dominoes than practicing mili-
tary skills.

“Alcohol was banned here 12 years
ago,” Yaughn sad, “The Nanonal Guard
is conducting significant military train-
ing. and we want managers and business
owners (o be enthusiastic about their
employees coming to Fort Hood.”

Some employers were quick (0 note
the benefits of military training

“Irked. 1o 0 fellow” yesterday who
works at a mortgage company,” said
MSgt. Victor ). Aquino, the division per-
sonnel operations sergeant. “He told me
he has a young sergeant, 25 or 26 years
old, who he has always felt was mature
beyond his years, After seeing the train-
ing here, he said he believes that
employee's military experience 1s the rea-
SOn. _

For Kilgore, Tex., Mayor Bill Wilson,
participating in his second ESGR tnip, the
visit brought back old memories. He spent
10 summers at Fort Hood during the
1 96(0s.

“The heat’s the same,” he said. “But
other things have changed." Wilson men-
tioned the addition of women's latrines,
for one. And the advances in technology
for another.

“Computers are everywhere out here,”
he added.

Wilson said Kilgore's utilities man-
ager i5 a member of the National Guard,
and called the manager’s military train-
INg an asset to the city.

“I worked for people who had to let me
off for two weeks every summer, and it"s
a credit to all the employers who do that,”
Wilson said. “The National Guard
couldn’t exist without them.™

TANK TALK - PFC Josh Graham
gﬂp, left), a crewmember with the
exas Army Guard's Battery A, 4th
Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery,
shows employer Robert Grady how
to load ammunition into the feed
tray of an M-2 .50 machine gun.
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OpPeraTION JOINT GUARD

South Carolina firefighters
are busy keeping Bosnia a
saie place to serve

Dousing

DANGER

By Spec. Janel R. George
North Dakota National Guard

s the flickering flame grows into
A a bustling array of orange-yel-
low billows, a general purpose-
medium tent is engulfed by ever-chang-
ing shadows. The soldiers, on all fours,
stay close to the floor as they exit to

Minutes seemed like hours as the flames
destroyed everything in its wake. The
occupants, safely away from the inferno,
conduct a headcount. In just seven min-
utes, photos of loved ones, deployment
memorabilia and military equipment
sizzle and snap as their remains drift
toward the heavens in a thick black cloud.

It has been the job of firefighters with
the South Carolina Army Guard's 264th
Engineer Detachment, based in Allendale,
to prevent this situation from occuning to
troops supporting Operation Joint Guard
from Eagle Base in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

“We are here 24 hours, seven-days-a
week and always ready to provide fire
support throughout Bosnia-Herze-
govina,” said Spc. Brian Woolten, a
firefighter. “Even when we sleep we know
that we could be awakened at anytime.”

The 264th's primary peacekeeping
duties is to douse [ire to Army aircraft and
structures on base.

“If an aircraft crashes we ensure the
safety of the personnel on the aircraft and
extinguish the fire with minimal loss of
life and property,” reported SSgt. Jeff
Harter, fire chief. “We can be anywhere
on ‘Tuzla-Main' in less than five min-
ntes.”

Because of the vast amounts of fuel
stored at Eagle Base, Harter and crew are
aware of the dangers inherent to their line
of work. Knowledge, Harter insisted,
helps level the playing field,

“We have to know how to respond to
each type of hazardous material,” he said.
* It could be anything from using water to
clearing a half-mile radius.”

To limit their showdowns with the red
devil, the 264th spreads the word on fire
safety like, well, wild fire,

*“Our job is to prevent fires as well as
put them out,” the Chief noted.

10
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Part of that effoft includes
coordinating a firé preven-
lmn program and conducting
. in pccnnnq

“Fire protection policy was established
by Task Force Eagle to provide guide-
lines for what can and cannot be done,”
Harter added. “We are making soldiers
aware of the rules. The biggest part of our
job is fire prevention education.”

Heater, fire extinguisher and fire safety
classes are given to the mayor, fire war-
den and fire marshal of each base camp.

“Because we only have a 22-member
detachment, we cannot have a fire depart-
ment al every base camp,” Harter said.

Each camp that does not have an estab-
hished fire department must designate one
person as the fire marshal. The fire mar-
shal then ensures that fire protection poli-
cies are heeded.

Each unit also appoints a fire warden to
work with a fire marshal.

“The fire wardens are an extension of

the fire marshal because the marshal can
not be everywhere,” Harter said.

Thus far, Harter noted proudly, peace-
keepers are following the guidelines laid
down. The 264th sees to that.

“When minor deficiencies are found
they are corrected on the spot,” Harter
said.

On his third deployment in six years,
Harter knows the secret to keeping troops
safe from the red menace.

“As long as everyone doesn’t become
complacent and stays aware of what they
are doing and where they are doing it.” he
observed, “we’ can greatly reduce the
chance of a fire,”

PALMETTO PEACEKEEPERS -
South Carolina Army Guard's Spe.
John Belusz (foreground) and Spe.
Brian Wooten (center), members
of the 264th Engineer Detachment
based In Allendale, load a hose
onto a fire truck in Bosnia.

By Maj. Sherri Sims
rkam:u“ Hnnmmi Gumﬂ ——
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The National Guard's Marksmanship Training
Unit is gjving deployed troops an edge

Targeting Peacekeepers

and airmen improve their

we've done our best for them.™

This has meant

{i

learn on our own."

FCmeﬂmmhm!wlpednmnmedsn!ﬂim

marksmenship
doing it for troops scheduled to patrol a land where
" ethnic hatred and tensions are high, is a different story.

Cireen and other members of the Nitional Guard
Marksmanship Training Unit (NGMTU) based at Camp
Robinson in North Little Rock, Ark., recently traveled 1o
San Antonio o take aim at easing the concems of 46
soldiers from the Texas Army Guard's 49th Armored
Division slated for peacekeeping duty in Bosnia,

As NCO-in-charge of the Small Arms Instructor’s
Range Operations Course, Green has taught soldiers and
airmen 1o find the bull’s eye for many years. Suddenly,
he said, his job has taken on a whole new meaning.

*The whole purpose of marksmanship training is to put
bullets into the enemy in combat,” Green said. “Hope-
fully, these troops won't be faced with having to do that.
But if they get in harm’s way, we want to ensure that

That goal is being meét by providing top-notch prelimi-
nary marksmanship instruction and range qualification.
g Texas Guardmembers to fire a

prmnu:andmwrdqwjmcauon They also had to gun

down targets wearing a protective mask, and at night.

Sixty-seven Texans participated in the training. Of
those, 46 have been tapped to deploy.

Capt. Steven Holguin, a member of the El Paso-based
3rd Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery, said the Guard's
marksmanship experts were on target,

~ “They're doing it right,” Holguin said. “They're show-

J;ngluﬂurlghtwaym:hnmﬂmwﬂpmmdmcluum

rather than just handing us & weapon and a book

Mmﬂ of the 49th citizen-soldiers are excited about the
oppartunity to put their training to use. Spc. Douglas

Phu!nbfuui.ﬂlﬁﬂﬂlpu
;qnmnm muﬁrunmm
(above) shows a Texas Army
_ mmmmmmmnu-mm
while wearing a protective mask.

skills. But

Crosby, with the Division’s Headquarters and Headguar-
ters Battery, joined the Guard after a three year stint at
Fort Hood, Texas, never having seen any real-world
action. This reality, Crosby confessed, has left him feel-
ing somewhat stressed.

It is why Green and his fellow marksmen and women
say they are eager to share their knowledge with deploy-
ing Guurdmembers, many of whom are limited to just
one-weekend-a-month of training.

“That is why the presence of the NGMTU is so impor-
tant,”" observed one soldier. * ing that will increase
a soldier’s or airman’s confidence in the face of adver-
sity 15 welcome,”

The 49th’s soldiers were not the only Texans grateful
to the Guard's “Top Guns.” The NGMTU brought their
small arms message to Austin, training more than 130
members of the 111th Area Support Group. They are
currently serving in Hungary. Prior to that, they taught
the money handlers with the 49th Finance Battalion, who
are now scattered throughout Germany, Bosnia, Hungary
and Macedonia, (o anle-up on the range.

Editor’s Note: Units can request small arms training
through their State Ma ip Coordinator. Re-
quests should be directed to: ﬂmmnder. NGMTU,
Camp J. T. Robinson, North Little Rock, AR 72199-9600,
You also may call (501) 212-4523/4525 (DSN prefix is
962) 10 schedule training.
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INSIDE the TEXAS GUARD

Texas couple uses overseas

deployment to get marﬂad

‘Altar’ed

.

5 )
2.

-

evenl.

“Actually it was the unit’s idea for us w get
- murried while deployed.” Wasdin said. “Many
“have offered to help in any way possible.”

Gotts and Wasdin say they will reserve their
rest and restoration (R&R) leave for the sacred

“1'd really like 1o get married in u church. The

pid churches in.

are 50 beautiful, so

historic.” Wasdin said, “We certainly don‘r want
to get mamied in the beer tent at Tészar, Hungary,
S‘ where we are assigned.”
~/ “I think it’s romantic,” added the groom.
Astﬂlhnwhnrfmnlywumkinglhemof

By SSgt. Brenda Benner missing the ceremony, Wasdin said everyone is
Texas Nattonal Guard * Sl taking it in stride. %

% Y “We'll have a party when we return,”
vm:&qﬂuymum%u she said, “My dad is happy for me ess of
termn separations from family ﬁhmfs whese we have the wedding. He understands; he
‘and & departure from normal day-1o-day  was 1 soldier 100,

mmm Chapliin (Maj.)
or SSgt Robert Ewing,
huqn_:_ly Golts and deployed fo assist
Sgt. Janie Wasdin, soldiers of the
“who recently L11th ASG, is
~ hought 4 house and confident that the
were engaged to be logistics and
- miarried, the news fegalities of the
Photos by SFC Steve Gamboa thar thetr unit wis wedding will not
TIME TO GO - Texas Army Guard's Spc. Miguel being seatto pose a problem.
Torres (above), an administrative specialist with “Hungary to support “One of the
the 111th Area Support Group headquartered in the Operation Joint reasons chaplams
Austin, is embraced by his wife and baby girl Guard peaceker are deployed with
before deploying to Europe for nine months. ing mission almost units 1s to make
sure that everyone
has the same rights

Deploying Pride |

Texas Army Guard
eager to show their

stufi for Joint Guard’

By Spe. Aaron Reed
Texas National Guard

for family members and sol-

diers alike, the pain of an
impending separation was tem-
pered by the pride and excite-
ment of being part of the historic
NATO peacekeeping missionto
Bosnia.

For 1st Sgt. Rickey Gibson, a
member of the Texas Army
Guard's 136th Signal Battalion
based in Temple, this is his first
deployment in an 18-year Na-
tional Guard career.

His wife, Kathy, said she's
glad her husband has an oppor-
tunity to contribute to the peace-
keeping mission.

“I' mreally pround of what he's
doing,” she said. “Although
we're going to rmiss him, this is
what he's trained to do.”

The deploved units will serve
in and around the theater of op-
erations in a variety of combat

It was a tearful goodbye, But

service and combat

Toe Domemheol | AmyOusls Py S s Serer s oo of thoe
the 111th Area Sup- 111th Area § DEPLOYED NUPTIALS - Janie Wasdin rghts.
port Group, head- Group. Wasdin is and §Sgt. Andrew Gotts, members of the “This wedding
quartered in Austin, the Austin-based Texas Army Guard's 111th Area Support will be the first I've
are currently serving unit"s clerk. Both ﬂm are F’I"““Fﬁ to be wed in Hungary ﬂﬂm
at Taszar Air Base in are curently while supporting ‘Joint Guard.’ ' overseas, and T've
southern Hungary. serving in Taszar, _ X been doing this for
There they are re. Hungary, and thanks to some inspired thinking 10 years,” the Chaplain added. “This will cer-
sponsibleforcontrol- by fellow 111th citizen-soldiers, the wedding is tainly be an event -- mmdhiu:mmym will
ling the movement of still on .. although thousands of miles away. ‘remember.”

troops and supplies

into and out of

Bosnia.

Some of the troops they have  soldiers in Germany, Hungary  mission and RICH HISTORY --
welcomed to the region are  andatsitesin Bosniancitieslike  understand Texas' CSM Eusebio
friends and neighbors from the  Banja Luka, Mostar and  its humani- Gonzalez (left), took
49th Finance Battalion in Aus-  Sarajevo. tarian value, proof of the 111th
tin, the 49th Division’s Fire Sup- “This is why we trajn. Thisis  some also ASG's pedigree with
port Element, based in San An-  what we do,” said Maj. James  were eager him to Europe.
tonio, and the 136th Signal Bat-  Sailors, who is leading the toprovethat
talion. - Division's 46 artillerymen into  the National The Rockwall native

The Austin and San Antonio  Bosmia. “There's a time when  Guard -- will help coordinate ar-
units deployed July 20 and spent every Guardsman and woman which leads tillery and air cover for
aweek-and-a-half receivingad-  faces a deployment.” the nation in the Polish battalion in
ditional training at Fort Benning, Sailors added that support  the number Bosnia,

Ga., before heading to destina-  from loved ones back home  of units de- “Everyone in this unit
tons in Bosnia, Hungary and  makes all the difference. ployed to has trained very hard as
Germany., “My hat’s off to the families  suppont the a team,” he said, “and

The 39 members from the  andfriends whoacceptthat, and  peacekeeping mission—cando  I'm positive we'll impress a lot
136th departed Aug. 10. Once  to the soldiers who say, ‘Let’s  the job. of soldiers over there.
in Europe, the signal soldiers go."” “I'm really pumped-up right “We're only as strong as our

split into small teams augment-
ing U.S. Army V Corps signal

While most deploying sol-
diers said they believed in the

now,” said Spc. Bryan Ray on
the eve of his departure.

weakest link,” Ray added, “but
I feel we have no weak links.”
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Better late than never. Secretary of the Army
Togo West decorated the colors of the Pennsylva-
nia Army Guarrd's 103rd Engineer Battalion,
28th Infantry Division, with eight Revolutionary
War campaign streamers. Pennyslvania Guand
and NGB historians did the research to prove that
the 103rd’s ancestor unil, the Pennsylvania Artil-
lery, also organized the 4th Artillery of the Conti-
nental Army. The honors — some 216 years late —
were eanéed by both organizations for participat-
ing in the Battles of Monmouth, New York and
Yorktown, according to Lt. Col. Leonid
Kondratiuk. NGB Historical Services chief.

The Nebraska Army Guard stepped into an
area few organizations ever tread when they won
the Secretary of the Army's Energy and Conser-
vation Award for the third straight year,

In winning the rare three-peat, Nebraska's
energy saving measures were judged to be the
best in 54 slates and termitories representing the
National Guard.

According to CWO Harold Bingham, Nebraska
registered a 7.1 percent reduction in energy usage
in comparison to 1985, the year established as the
baseline for the competition.

Vehicle and aircraft usage were down 23.9
percent while facility fuel usage climbed 44.7
percent over 1985, However, Bingham said, con-
sidering that the Nebraska Army Guard has more

1985, the energy savings is remarkable,

The Georgia Air Guard’s 165th Airlift Wing
went to unprecedented measures recently in ac-
knowledging the Savannah-based unit’s 50th
anniversary.

In a ceremony at the Bth Air Force Museum
near Savannah, the unit presented the Museum
with a memorial plaque to honor past and current
members of the C-130 unit. For several years, the
165th was a part of the Eighth Air Force, The
commemaorative plague is prominently positioned

in the museum’s memorial gardens. :

Brig. Gen. Daniel James I, the Adjutant
General of Texas, was recently given the 1997
Texas Benjamin Foulois First Flight Award by
the Air Force Association.

James was presented the award in recognition
of his contributions to the continuing close coop-
eration between the Texas Air National Guard
and the U.S. Air Force. It is a goal he has aggres-
sively pursued since becoming the Lone Star
State’s TAG in 1995,

The Benjamin Folouis First Flight Award is
named for the U.5. Army aviator who made the
first U.S. military flight west of the Appalachians.
It occurred on March 2, 1910, at Fort Sam Hous-
ton in San Antonio and helped lay the ground-
waork for the creation of today’s 1.8, Air Force.

The son of Gen. “Chappie™ James, the nation's
first African-American four-star general, James
has more than 5,000 hours as a pilot in fighter and
trainer aircraft. The former 149th Fighter Wing
commander, based at Kelly AFB, Texas, flew
mare than 300 combat missions in Vietnam.

than tripled the square Tootage of facilities sifice

'-.- _I

Compiled by MSgt. John Malthaner

National Guard Bureau

Missouri Air Guard recruiters recently
boarded a C-130 with 41 Show Me State educa-
tors and flew to Keesler AFB Miss., 1o learn
about career opportunities in the National Guard.

The aircraft and some of the recruiters were
from the 139th Airlift Wing in St Joseph.

While the two-day tour of Keesler was the first
exposure to the military for some of the educa-
tors, it was nothing new for Oleda Cooper, a high
school teacher.

“I've known for a long time the military was
the best opportunity for some young people,” she
said. "It made my husband grow up.” Cooper’s
husband, Harold, served in the Air Force from
1952-1956, and was an air traffic controller.

A large crowd of well-wishers from the Ten-
nessee Air Guard's 172nd Airlift Wing were on
hand to walch as the first group of Satellite NCO
Academy Program graduates received their cer-
tificates from the Air Force’s NCO Academy at
McGhee Tyson ANGB, Tenn. recently.

The graduates were a pioneer group, who
through their participation in the base’s first Sar-
ellite Network course, opened the doors for other
traditional Air Guardmembers unable to atend
the Academy’s resident program for six weeks,
said MSgt. Willis Allen, the Satellite NCO Acad-
emy site coordinator,

The course, Allen added, allows students to
attend cliasses af their home Gnit two nighEsg-—
whek for the first four weeks,

“The home station course is taught by McGhee
Tyson instructors over the Warrior Network,”™
Allen said, “with local facilitators dojng all the
in-classroom duties and conducting the critical
group discussions."

Students complete the course by attending a
two-week residence phase at McGhee Tyson.

Jody Urbauer, a member of the Nebraska Air
Guard, wrote another page into the history book
when she became the first woman in her state to
be promoted to the rank of chief master sergeant.

The 25 year veteran, also was one of the first
three women to enlist in the Comhusker State's
Guard on Jan, 27, 1972

In those days, Urbauer recalled. women's
uniforms were not in stock. Women also were
restricted to serving in administrative, personnel
and nursing career fields. Today, Air Guards-
women can choose from among 250 different
jobs. At the time of her promotion, the 48-year-
old was a computer purchasing and account man-
ager,

“I'm very happy.” Urbauer said. “Not just for
me, but all the girls out here. It's a milestone a lot
of other women will be making real soon.”

The Utah Air Guard’s 109th Air Control
Squadron (ACS), based in Salt Lake City, re-
cently received the 1997 Distinguished Mission
Suppaort Plaque from the National Guard Associa-
tion of the United States. The honor makes them
one of the ANG’s top five mission support squad-
rons, In addition, the 109th ACS won the 1997
Air Guard Outstanding Air Control Unit Award.
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an old Russian saying that it is
better to see something once than
to hear of it one hundred times.”

The Russians spent a week
conversing with and question-
ing experts on mobilization and
military support to civilian au-
thorities at the Army Guard's
Readiness Center in Arlington,
Va. They visited the District of
Columbia National Guard and
Air Guard operations al
Andrews AFB, Md.

They also spent two days in
New York —exploring the 105th
Airlift Wing at Stewart Air Na-
tional Guard Base and driving
around the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point.

They alsodid the tourist thing.

“*We were impressed by the
Vietnam and Korean War me-
morials. We were prepared fora
bigger city. Washington is nol
nearly as big as Moscow,” Col.
Aleksandr Bannov said. “We
are impressed with the open-
ness of vour society and the hos-
pitality shown by the National
Cioatrel.™

Barinov is a transportation
officer. The delegation’s three
other colonels were experts in
communications, personnel air
defense and technical coopera-
tion with foreign govermments.

They asked nuts-and-bolts
quéstions abhout the complexi-
ties of the half million-member
National Guard that 1s unique
among the world’s military
forces because of its doal state
and federal missions.

* How are citizen-soldiers in-
formed of mobilizations?

* How many units are pre-
pared to go right now?

« How are Guardmembers
supplied with uniforms and
equipment?

* What do NCOs do, and how
are they trained?

* How much does the Na-
tional Guard cost?

“Whatever they asked about,
we answered them within the
limits of security,” James said.

The U.S.-Russian Program of
Military Contacts for 1997 made
that direct dialogue possible,
added James, who belongs o
the council of colonels support-
ing that effort.

It is one of the many ways
that presidents William Clinton
and Boris Yeltsin have tried to
bring their countries closer. The
fact that Russians are serving
with U.S. peacekeeping forces
in Bosnia, and that Russia has
agreed to cooperate with the
expanding North Atlantic Treaty

Organization, have also strength-
ened the ties.

Baca has made every effort to
increase the National Guard's
piece of the international action
during his three years as Guard
Bureau Chaef.

The State Partnership Pro-
gram, for example, has 23 states
affilisted with 21 Eastern Euro-
pean and Asian nations,

Illinois, Ohio and Texas were
already paired with Poland, Hun-
gary and the Czech Republic
before those countries were in-
vited to join NATO in July.

“We represent every commu-
nity and every group in
America,” Baca reasoned.
“What better group than the
National Guard to bring the grass
roots of America to these former

Warsaw Pact countnes”™

Russia has not asked to be
affilinted with a state, but 1t did
sign the NATO Parmership for
Peace initiative in 1994,

That country is so vast that it
might have to be aligned with
the Natonal Guard Bureau it-
self if the Russians are inter-
ested, James prajected. The bu-
reau could then draw on what-

ever state resources it needs.

“We wanl to create an under-
standing and more kindhearted
relations between our two anmed
forces,” Smirnov said.

“Nobody hates war more than
a soldier because the soldier pays
the price and makes the sacri- -
fice,” Baca observed. “So it is
appropriate for soldiers to pro-
mote the peace.”

INSIDE THE Russun Visirt

International Initiatives Gl'ﬂ‘at,ml_. Robert James, opens up
his huma to dignitaries with Husﬂas Ministry of Defense

trybyhnvingﬂumumﬁrmulm

fashioned cookout — in their backyard,
Gen.-Lt. Vasiliy Smimov and four
colonels were the guests of honor dur-
ing the comfortable evening that of-
fered & welcome break from Washin-
gmn':uppmmh:ujmim*tmhil =
first hot dog. DIPLOMAT - Col. Robert James
“This is history. The fact that the photo) escorts Russia's
Russians have come here to leam about  Gen.-Lt. Vasilly Smirnov (center)
first.” James said. “Itis important to do  (above) at a backyard barbecue.
everything to make them feel at home.”
As diplomats go, Col. James is James explained, thanks to
‘about as unassuming as you can get. the U.S.-Russian Program of Military
Yet, as Director of International Af- Contacts for 1997. The Ruossians spe-
fairs, the Ohio Guardsman is the de cifically asked 1o visit the National
fucto secretary of state for the Guard Guard, he said.
Bureau and its chief, Lt. Gen. Edward They made the rip just three months
Baca. ' after President Boris Yeltsin accepted
A small dining area beside the the idea of NATO’s expansion 1o Rus-
James' kitchen in Woodbndge, Va., is sia's western border and replaced De-
where the weeklong visit to Washing- fense Minister Igor Rodionov with
ton, D.C., and New York took root Gen. Igor Sergeyey, because Rodionov
about a year before the Russians ar- had failed to reform the country’s mili-
rived. That's where James wrole a tary forces.
osal about how the Guard could Welcoming the five officers to his
help the Russian Federation's emer- home for hot dogs, hamburgers and
gency management people avoid or, if some informal, backvard diplomacy
necessary, deal with natural disasters. with Baca and 30 other National Guard
The scope of the initial contact officials and their significant others,

brought the process full circle, James

James grew up in Kenton, Ohio, the
son of a career Air Force officer. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in history and
a master’s in educational administration
from Bowling Green in his native stite,
He has been an elementary
school principal.

MNow the 28-year Guard vel-
eran heads a 12-member staff
that oversees the Guard

Bureaun's State Partnership
Program. In five years, the
NATO-endorsed program has
enabled 23 states to show 21
nations what the National
Guard is all about. It also has
forged partnerships in Central
and South America,
Citizen-soldiers froms South Carolina,
Aiahmmmdlmlumhnv:wnﬂmdm

als and in Albania
: "”"”Eﬁhhﬁf arged a part-

.'nuﬂlip with Belarus. California and

Kansas are affiliated with Ukraine.
But a relationship between the Na-
tional Guard and Russia would be espe-
cially significant because of that coun-

try’s mystigue as the United States’
chief adversary during the Cold War.

“Anything we do with the Russian
Federation brings our countries closer
together,” James observed.

He was determined to get the August
visit off on the right foot by making the
Russians feel right at home in his home.

How well did it work?

Consider this. After the meal, James
presented his visitors with small repli-
cas of the Liberty Bell. The bell, James

ined to his visitors, was rung in
Philadelphin in 1776 to announce
America’s Declarntion of Independence
from British tyranny.

Smirnov capitalized on that theme.

“Bells are also a symbol of Russia
They are found in every city and in
every village,” he replied through a
translator.

"Bells draw people together in ex-
treme situations,” Smimov added. “Let
us do everything we can to make sure
they never ring again because of bad
situations between our people.”

That ringing endorsement by Rus-
sians who were visiting the National
Guard for the first time was music
indeed to the ears of Col. Robert James
Ir.
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* Lone Star Lifesavin

* Ukrainians Visgit

¢ Orphans

Lone Star State Army Guard
soldiers prepared for deployment
to Germany, Hungary and Bosnia-
Herzegovina in support of Opera-
tion Joint Guard, by practicing
advanced first-aid training

Austin-based troops with the
49th Finance Company and 111th
Area Support Group, and members
of the 49th Armored Division's
Fire Support Element from San
Antonio, were subjected to 30
hours of lifesaving training.

“Everything they learn makes
them a valuable asset not only to
their units, but in all aspects of
civilian and family life,” noted Lt.
Col. Nancy Duparc, a State Area
Command nursing supervisor.
MINNESOTA

T'wo British Reserve soldiers
visited Camp Ripley as part of an
exchange program.

Britain's 15t Lt Jackie Blake
and 2nd Lt. Joe Howard recently
pulled their annual training at the
Ciopher State training site.

“It’s huge,” Blake said of the
Ripley, “It’s much bigger than
anything we have in the United
Kingdom. We don't have anything
50 modern."”

Blake is an Arabic and Russian
translator for the Ministry of De-
fense. Howard just completed her
bar exams. Both are assigned to
tactical signal units in the UK,

Col. James M. Skiff was re-
cently named the new commander
of the 111th Fighter Wing in Wil-
low Grove,

A fighter pilot with nearly
9,000 flying hours, Skiff will
oversee a unit that boasts 950
people and maintains and operates
fifieen A-10 Warthog aircraft.

For more than a quarter cen-
tury, the 40th Infantry Division
trained for a confrontation with
the Soviet Union. Recently the
“Sunburst Division” entertained
nine representatives from the
Ukrainian National Guard.

The Ukraine delegation camie 1o,
observe and learn how the 40th
Infantry delegates authority to,
and empowers, its noncommis-
sioned officers,

“Any time we bave any former
adVersary That comes 1o this coun-
try, or we go to their country, we
begin to understand their politics
and philosophies,” said Brig. Gen,
Edmund Zysk, the 40th Division's
commanding general, *“That cer-
tainly adds to the formula for
World Peace.”

Ukraine's Lt. Gen. Igor Valkiv
agreed.

“It is (the NCO corps) a very
impressive thing,” he said. “We
understand why the NCO is a big
bonus for your National Guard.”

Members of the 159th Fighter Wing and staff
from the Combined Task Force Family Support
Center, Incirlik AB, made a special trip to an or-
phanage in Adana, Turkey recently.

Deployed to the region for 45 days in suppont of
Operation Northern Watch, members of the 159th
FW raised more than $500 at Incirlik AB and
shopped for the things most needed at the orphan-
age: tooth brushes, paper products, grains and a
stove.

Fifteen Pelican-State Guardmembers took a bus
to the orphanage to deliver the packages. Excited
children of all ages ran out of the concrete building
and swarmed the citizen-airmen like bees to a hive
dripping with honey.

Louisiana’s goodwill ambassadors reported that
the children were more interested in interacting with
them than receiving gifts.

That interaction took many forms. Some played
hand games, a few played marbles, but most of the

orphans seemed content to touch and make an eye-

lo-eye connection with their U.S. visitors.
“Seeing the looks on their faces as we gave
them a simple thing like peppermint candy was
amazing,” said TSgt. Frank Tunstall, who along
with TSgt. Gina Vendetti and SrA. Kathy Krail
were instrumental in carrying out the 159th’s hu-
manitarian effort.
“You have a natural urge to care for these chil-
dren and want the best for them,” Tunstall added.
As time drew to an end, the children clung even
more. For a brief hour, both Guardmembers and
children felt hope, love and bonds of friendship.
As the Louisiana group left, the children gave
each a traditional Turkish kiss that no water will
soon wash away.,

Kristi

BAYOU BONDING - Louisiana's SSgt.
Moon Graves (above), a member of the
158th Fighter Wing, wows Turkish

orphans
with video technology. The F-15 unit was In
Turkey supporting ‘Northern Watch.’

1
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For more than 200 years, Massa-
chusetts’ unit has welcomed its new
commanders in a unique way

Pointing
the WAY

hen Maj.
Bernmard
Flynn

thrust his Bowdoin
Sword skyward July
26, symbolically ac-
cepting command of
the Massachusetts
Army Guard's 211th

“The battalion --

called the First Corps
of Cadets -~ was for-
merly led by Richard
E. Spicer.

As part of the
change-of-command

served as officers in temporary war-
time units from the Revolutionary War
through World War IL

Before the advent of officer candi-
date schools, the First Corps of Cadets
had already established a way to pre-
pare its commissioned ranks for greater
responsibilities.

In order to maintxin its own armory,
full dress uniforms and social events,
unit personnel had to pay dues. Drill
pay was routinely turned in to the unit
fund until 1940,

The First Corps of Cadets served as
combat engineers in World War I and
as air defenders in World War I1. In
order to stay in the National Guard
force structure, corpsmembers have
served in the cavalry, armor, infantry,
signal and now military police,

The Corps is also unique in that,
under Federal law, it must be com-
manded by a lieutenant colonel and its
executive officer must be a major -
guaranteeing its status as a battalion.

This month the Bostonian Society
museum will feature an exhibit docu-
menting the Corps' 256-year history,

Military Police Battal- vali its status as the Massachu-

ion, he was continuing setts Milina/National Guard s mostelite |
_ a 200-year-old tradi- unit.
T~ tion. Noted for its splendid uniforms dur-

ing its volunteer militia heyday fro
1829 to 1860, the Corps is recognized
by many as a military fashion trend-
setter, The Corps’ band and marching
unit wore a distinctive full dress uni-
form which consisted of a white tunic
with light blue trousers until 1940,

Monstrat Viam ... ‘It Points the Way’

ceremony, Spicer handed the sword to Flynn. The cer-
emony dates back to 1786 when Massachusetts Gov.
James Bowdoin presented the unit with new colors after
the Corps’ service in the Revolutionary War.

The 211th MP Battalion was organized in Boston in

The First Corps of Cadets heritage
and traditions are proudly carried on by
the soldiers with the 21 1th MP Bamnal-
ion located in Lexington, Melrose,
Brockton and Southbridge. The unit’s

1741 as the Independent Company of
Cadets. Their mission was to serve as
the official bodyguard for the royal
govemnor. The Cadets also were the
first volunteer militia unit in the colo-
mies. At the time, the standing colo-
nial militia required all males be-
tween the ages of 16 and 60 to per-
form mulitary service. Volunteer mi-
litia units were made up of young
men who elected to join, buy their
own uniforms, and drill on a regular
basis.

The most famous Cadet was John

FIRST CORPS NCOs

motto, “Monstrat Viam,” —
Latin for It Points the Way
-= has replaced “hoo-ah" at
unit formations.

The Corps’ distinctive unit
insignia is unique in several
respects; it is based on the
regimental insignia of the
Coldstream Guards of the
British Army and has been
part of the First Corps’ her-
aldry for more than 200

years, making it one of the
oldest insignias in the U.S.
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- Five sergeants are | .t‘g
pictured in dress

uniform about 1870.

Hancock, who commanded the unit
from 177210 1774. He was dismissed
by the royal governor for a perceived
insult. Hancock went on to become
President of the Continental Congress, and is best known
for his large and destinctive signature on the Declaration
of Independence.

- Because the Cadets were comprised of some of
Boston’s most prominent citizens, most of its members

military.

Flynn, slated for promo-
ton to lieutenant colonel,
began his Guard career in
the First Corps in 1968. He is the first
former enlisted man to command the
unit since World War .

Editor’s Note: A special exhibit portraying the history ~ Bostonian Society, located in the Old Statehouse in
and uniforms of the First Corps of Cadets willopenatthe ~ Boston, Sept, 18.

&
Photo by Ken Buck

MONSTRAT VIAM - Maj. Bernard Flynn brandishes a Bowdoin
Sword upon accepting command of the 211th MP Battalion.
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Before deploying to Turkey,
New York fighter wing is put
through readiness exercise

By Lt. Col. Mike Waters
New York National Guard

even Incirlik AB, Turkey. This time,

however, asnews of a possible SCUD
attack blared across the base, it was
Hancock Field in Syracuse N.Y,

The 1741th Fighter Wing was conduct-
ing an Operational Readiness Exercise
(ORE).

One after another, ten F-164 screamed
into the sky for air-to-air and battlefield-

It could have been the Persian Gulf or

Photos by L1, Col, Mike Walers

one on a hitter, armive at a Casualty Collec-
tion Point (CCP) in the back of a pickup
truck. They're moved through triage by
medical professionals. Those that did not
survive are brought to the mortuary col-
lection point.

The fight goes on.

In between launching aircraft, main-
tainers get a break for lunch at a field
kitchen. They re the lucky ones. A num-
ber of people eating at the main dining
Facility are struck with “food poisoning.”™

“When the first person walked into the
CCP complaining of stomach pains and
diarrhea, | didn’t think much about it,”
recalled MSgt. Ron Patrick, a medic.
“When a second one with the same symp-
toms armived about 15 minutes later, |
notified our squadron medical element
and asked that they send our “bio’ people
tocheckon the food.” Seven
people carrying exercise
cards, it was discovered,
werednsiructed to simulate
food poisoning symptoms
after they left the dinirig hall.

At 5 pm, Lt Col. Scon
Anderson, EET team chef,
called a recess for the day.

“The first day was a suc-
_cess and | expect the same
tomorrow,” said Lt Col,
Bob Knauff, 174th wing
commander.

At 7:45, Sunday mormn-
ing, message traflic began.-
SCUD missiles carrying
chemical agents, it is

EXERCISED - SMSgt. Bill Verity (left), clad in
full chemical protective gear, inspects a load
of MK-82, 500-pound bombs before take off.
Sgt. Joe Fowler (above, left), a crew chief,
talks with F-16 pllot Lt. Col. Joe Bulmer during
a recent Operational Readiness Exercise.

learned, have struck 50 ki-
lometers away. Less than a
half-hour later, it's “Alarm
Black” and everyone is
wearing their full chemical
warfare ensemble. And, it's

air-interdiction missions. As the weather
warmed, so did activity on the ground.

The war was on.

New York Air Guardmembers, upon
hearing SSgt. Pete Alberti’s announce-
ment, donned their chemical gear and
scrambled for coveras a blue-hatted posse
called the Exercise Evaluation Team
(EET) charted their every move.

The SCUDs find their mark. Clouds of
red smoke billow from the targets that
have been struck. Damage reports begin
to pour into the Survival and Recovery
Center. The initial assessment: A number
ofbuildings have been hit and unexploded
ordnance litters the ground. There are
many casualties,

Airmen and women of all job special-
ties call upon their lifesaving emergency
medical skills. Two wounded airmen,

BOMB PLAN - SMSgt. Mike Will
(left, pointing) plot their next
move outside a bunker.

beginning to get hot. The
mercury is predicied to rise to the 90s.

Fully loaded. afterburmers lit, F-16s
again get away unscathed.

On the ground, people are complaining
of a buming sensation in the nose, eyes
and throat. Some are twitching and jerk-
ing. Ten are brought to the CCP.

“Nerve agent,” explained a 174th FW
nursing superintendent. “If they have not
had three shots of atropine, we administer
that, stabilize the patient and transpor
them out.”

As with all OREs, the evaluation team
runs many different exercises throughout
the day, each aimed at measuring the
I 74th’s response and warfighting skills.

At the conclusion of the weekend drill,
59 F-16 sorties had been successfully
flown in simulated combat conditions.

According to Knauff, the exercise has
better prepared his Wing to meet future
challenges: most immediately in Turkey
supporting Operation Northern Watch this
month.




