INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES

Hessert named Deputy 16

B Maine Air Guard

commander’s selection

called ‘extremely unusual’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Narional Guard Bureau

essert with an H,” Brig. Gen,
Wilfred Hessen tells people, is
how to spell his family name.

Members of the active Air Force com-
munity can expect to spell the name of
that Air National Guard general from
Maine with increasing frequency begin-
ning May 1.

That is when Hessert, 54,
begins his new job as
Deputy Inspector General
of the U.S. Air Force. He
will become the first Aar
CGuard member in history
to take on one of the 50-
vear-old parent service's
premier administrative po-
sitions.

“Is this wing ready (o go
to war?" will be among
Hessert's world-wide re-
sponsibilities, explained
Maj. Laura Feldman, an Air
Force spokesperson who
called the appointment “ex-
tremely unusual.”

Hessert was selected by
Secretary of the Air Force
Sheila Widnall and Gen,
Ronald Fogleman, Aar
Force Chief of Staff. His-
torically, the appointment is considered
as significant for the Air Guard as Jackie
Robinson's debut in 1947 was for major
league baseball.

“Ithought I had died and gone to heaven
when | got the job in Europe. But this is
unbelievable,” Hessert said.

*We will do the best we can lo ensure
the combat readiness of our forces,” added

the man who, as amajor general, will also
oversee a staff dealing with such con-
cerns as promotions, hazing and sexual
harassment, and frand, waste and abuse.

After five years as commander of the
Maine Air Guard's 1015t Air Refueling
Wing, Hessert had spent the winter set-
tling into his new part-time position as
special assistant to the commander of the
UI.S. Air Forces in Europe.

His selection was motivated by a deci-
sion to include members of the Air Guard
in Air Force leadership positions,
Feldman said.

*“This is our chief"s emphasis on total
force,” she added. “We fight side-by-
side.”

Last October, for example, Li. Col.
John Hennigan became
the first active Army of-
ficer toassume command
of a National Guard unit
since World War Il. He
ook over the Louisiana
Army Guard's 15t Bal-
talion, 141st Field Artil-
lery.

Hessert has served in
the Maine Air Guard for
34 years, following a
three-year hitch in the
Army. He began flying
jet fighters in 1967. He
has since become a KC-

135 tanker pilot.

He was promoied (o
brigadier general in 1993,
He became the driving
force behind the 10-plane
101st’s role as hostof the
Northeast Tanker Task
Force that channels vir-
tually all Air Force and North Atlantic
Treaty Organization flights to Europe
and back through the northeas! corridor.

“We've been on alert for everything
you've read about last year,” he reported.

Now. Hessert has been alerted to re-
port to the Pentagon to take on matters
critical for keeping the Air Force combat
ready. :
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Soldiers with the New York Army
Guard's Company B, 3rd Battalion,
142nd Aviation hook-up a sling from a
hovering UH-60 Blackhawk to an
abandoned car. The ecologically-minded

Islip-based

unit has airlifted more than

two dozen cars from a wooded area in

.Central Pine Barrens.
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GUARD MAIL
ARIRMATIVE DISMAY

I was dismayed fo see your article in
the March issue titled “Affirmative
Action pushed."”

The U.S. military i5 a shining
example of how promotion on merit,
not race, 1§ working and has been for
decades.

The military should be used as an
example for the rest of society that gov-
emmental regulations are not needed to
ensure that the most qualified are pro-
moted. The military is a place that any
person from any background can suc-
ceed soley by working hard and contin-
uing to improve themselves both
mentally and physically.

I resent William E. Leftwich III - a
political apointee — for using a meeting
of National Guard soldiers to push the
ideals of his political party.

We need to continue to promote only
on merit ensure equal access for all
soldiers by enforcing the military code
of ethics and punishing those who dis-
play racist actions,

Capt. Douglas R. Hurst

Tennessee Nanonal Guard

I was reading the February issue
of The On Guard and read a story about

" a California Guardmember who eamed

the Soldier’s Medal. One of the facts in
the article stated that he was only the «
second person in history to eam the

GUARD 7 2018

award. Not to take anything away from
this soldier, but he was not the second
person in Guard history, However, he
may have been the second California
Guardmember.

In 1993, four members of the New
York Army Guard's 1st Squadron,
101st Cavalry were

TWA Flight 800, Six months prior, we

were called-up for the Blizzard of 96.

Six months prior to that we were acti-

vated for the great Westhampton fires.
As the NCO-in-charge of the parade,

I have tried to outdo the year before.

This year was no exception. Our group

led off with a humvee,

awarded the Soldier's
Medal for climbing
into a U-8 that crashed
into our flight line at
Fort Indiantown Gap,
Pa., during our annual
training. Our members
climbed into a burning
aircraft and pulled

GREEN DAY - New

followed by a tractor and a
lowbaoy trailer carrying an
armored personel carrier,
They were followed by a
2-1/2 ton truck, mounted
50-calibre machine gun

and five-ton wrecker. Two
soldiers were in each ve-
hicle with two additional

both unconsious air- Yorkers line parade soldiers walking along
crew members out of route to honor St. side.
the plane and adminis-  Patrick, theirlocal A recruiter, SFC Jineen
tered first aid until National Guard. Bacalla, also set up at a
medical help arrived recruiting stand at the
on the scene. center of the route,

Capt. Daniel U. Golinski We do our best to keep up good

Pennsylvania National Guard | community relations,
Sgt. Carl Vecchio Jr.

A DAY IN GREEN

I am writing to tell you about the
New York Army Guard's Headquarters
and Headquarters Company. Aviation
Brigade’s participation in the 32nd
Annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in
Patchogue, N.Y,

It was our fifth year taking part in one
of the largest paradesin Long Island
with more than 5,000 spectators cheer-
Ing us.

The community knows us very well,

You see, we have been in the lime-
light for the past two years, Our com-
pany was activated last July to suppont

New York National Guard

LETTERS POLICY:

The On Guard welcomes letters from

‘readers. All letters must include the

writer's name, address and daytime
phone. Names may be withhald upon
request. All letters are subject to editing
for style, content and space rgquire-
ments. FAX Letters to the Editor to
DSN 761-0732/0731 or (703) 681-
0732. Letters may be mailed to:
NGB-PAI-C 2500 Army Pentagon,
Washington, DC 20310-2500.

By Lyvle Farguhar




N THE NEWS

¢ Female First

W Col. Jessica Wright becomes first
woman to command brigade

By SFC Dan Miller
Pennsylvania National Guard

- (: ol. Jessica L. Wright made history in Pennsylva-
nia March 16, when she became the first wom-
an to command a brigade in the Army National

Guard.

Wright accepted command of the 28th Division Avia-
tion Brigade from Col. Charles E. Martin during a
ceremony held at Fort Indiantown Gap.

Wright has made history before. In March 1978 she
became the Army Guard’s first woman pilot after gradu-

Mobility Moves

Keystone brigade has "Wright' stuff

W. Va., with a bachelor’'s degree in social work. She has
since earned a master’'s degree in management from
Webster University in St. Louis.

After completing journalism training at Fort Benjamin
Harrison, Ind., Wright entered the Womens® Army Corps
Officer Orientation/Officer Candidate School at Fort
McClellan, Ala. Once commissioned, she got branch
qualified in the adjutant general corps.

It was at that time; she decided to become a pilot.

“I had no clue (any women had done it before). "1 just
wanted 1o do something fun. Iwamedachn]lmge and 1
didn’t want 10 sit at a desk every day,” the colonel
recalled.

She knew becoming a pilot was “'a
long shol." Not because she was a
woman, she explained, but because
aviation positions “were hard to come
by™ at the time, regardless of sex.

ating from the Offic- However, the 44-
ers Rotary Wing Avi- year-old subscribes
ator Course at Fort “ to one rule: “If it’s
Rucker, Ala. T_hlﬁ tﬁuﬂ me gasy, it's not worth
Wright is aware of - — having, If it"s hard,
the significance of her - | there mustbe some
: thﬁg kn'nw ynn ﬂ? hke ‘thﬁ? dﬂ ﬂ.ﬂd y e benefit to having

recent selection. How-  J8
ever, she feels less a ;
pioneer today, than 20
years ago.

“Now, they tell me
‘you're one of the
guys.’ So | feel more accepted,” she explained. “This
tells me they know you fly like they do and you soldier
like they do.”

Wright was born Nov. 2, 1952, in Monessen, Pa. She
enlisted in the Pennsylvania Army Guard in 1975 after
graduating from Alderson Broaddus College in Fillipi,

soldieg ke they do.”

| s

Wright remem-
bered “alotof nega-
tive reaction” toher
wanting to become
a pilot. That was further fueled when she failed her first
check ride in a CH-54 Sky Crane in front of newspaper

reporters with flowers and champagne awaiting her.
“It was devastating,” she recalled, “but the important

B See WRIGHT, Page 4

ol Jessica 'I.!Jng]‘ll.....

Secretary Lee seeks pay cut relief for deployed troops

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

he quality of life for members

of the National Guard and Re-

serves who get mobilized for
active duty is a bull that Deborah Lee
has grabbed by the homs.

Therefore, the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Reserve Affairs wants
to resolve the problems that the new
and nearly bankrupt Mobilization
Insurance Program has created for
many of America’s nearly 11,000
citizen-soldiers called up for the
Bosnian peacekeeping mission.

“I would suggest that within the
next couple of months the troops who
are owed money will be paid in full,”
Lee told members of the media cov-
enng the second annual Reserve Com-
ponent Senior Leaders Conference in

Stuttgart, Germany. 2

“We are paying partial benefits to
troops and have asked Congress for
supplemental funds,” she added. “So
the troops will be paid their full
benefits as soon as that supplement

The insurance program, defense
officials have explained, was de-
signed during the Persian Gulf War
to bolster the military income of
reserve troops called to active duty
who had to work for less money than
their civilian jobs paid.

However, those who have enrolled
in the plan have not received their
full benefits since being mobilized
for Joint Endeavor and Joint Guard,
because there has not been enough
time to build up enough equity in
that account.

Lee has become wise to the ways

of military personnel and compen-
sation during the four years she has
held her current post and as a staff
member on the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, She also was an
advisor to former Chairman Les
Aspin before that.

Now she is looking for a long-
range solution to the mobilization
insurance situation before il creates
a retention problem among reserv-
ists who have not received as much
money as they anticipated.

“We are reviewing the overall
program,” she said. “We want to be
sure that reservists do not start vot-
ing with their feet,

“Whetherit's mobilization insur-
ance or whether it’s other programs
for the future,” she added, “you can
be sure that ‘quality of life’ will
continue to be a top agenda item.”

e VA Benefits Handbook

NATIONAL BRIEFS

SAFELY, KOLLIGAN AWARD

WMHMnMﬂEm
bia Air National Guard fighter pilot, re-
ceived the 1996 Koren Kolligian Jr. Trophy
Award recently.

A member of the 1215t Fighter Squadron
at Andrews AFB, Md., Rose drew national
mﬂuulmammaﬂurglhhnghmlllﬁc
fighting Falcon to an emergency landing
following an in-flight engine failure. Rose
was returning to Andrews from a training
mission last June 27, when his aircraft had a
flame-out at 13,000 feet. He was forced to

- land the fighter a1 Elizabeth City Coast
Guard Station in North Carolina, some 15
miles from the point of engine failure.

T‘h:l(nllimﬁnph}rmmmﬂm
year's most mentorious handhngn[um-
ous in-flight emergency.

“Chris Rose is the epitome of the citizen-
soldier,” said Gen, Ronald Fogleman, Air
meﬂﬁ:fufﬂuﬂ “The event we are
reco is one of those we often describe
1o aviators. Aviation is hours and hours of
boredom interrupted by a few seconds of .
sheer terror and composure.™

In the citation, Rose was credited with
saving his life, the lives of others, and pre-
venting the loss of a $20 million jet.

“I"ve practiced this,” Rose said. “Not the
exact same situation, obviously, but my
training really kicked in."

m.mmgwrmm
for Veterans and * one of the
federal government’s all-time best-selling
publications, is now available from the U.S,
Government Printing Office,

mﬂwmwﬂmwtﬁn

of Veterans Affairs, descnibes
federal benefits for veterans and their family
members, such as medical care, education,
disability jon, pension, life insur-
ance and home loans.

Selling for $5.50 a copy, the handbook is
available for free via the Internet at:
www,va.gov/benefits.him

The Veterans Administration also offers
VA-Online, a bulletin board that can be
reached by modem at 1(800) 871-8387.

For copies, ask for GPO stock number
051-000-00212-1 from the Superintendent of
Documents. P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh,
PA 15250-76954. To order with VISA or
Mastercard call (202) 512=1800.
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WRIGHT

From Page 3

thing is you get up and you go
out again.

“Nerves can overtake you
sometimes,” she added. “You
learn how to control that and
march forward.”

Today, Wright says she is
“asbsolutely honored™ to
command the 28th Division's
Aviation Brigade; a 1,700-
strong unit based mostly in
Pennsylvania, with units in
West Virginia and California.

*You don’'t ever get to this
Juncture by yourself,” she
noted. "There are people that
got me here, through mentor-
ship, guidance and support.”

She said her top priorities
will be to maintain brigade
strength and to keep the unit
“extremely relevant™ in a time
of keen competition for de-
fense resources,

“If we continue to put our-
selves on the map (as we did
under Col. Martin),” Wright
said, “We're only headed for

Wright is qualified to fly the
UH-1 Huey, CH-47 Chinook
and the CH-54. She is also a
graduate of the Medical
Service Corps Officer Ad-
vanced Course, Command and
General Staff College and the
Army Management Staff
College.

Her previous assignments in
the Pennsylvania Army Guard
have included serving as a UH-
| and CH-47 pilot for the
228th Aviation Company. 28th
Aviation Battalion adjutant;
1028th Transportation Com-
pany flight operations platoon
commander; and the Eastemn
Army National Guard Aviation
Training Site’s assistant
operations, training and flight
operations officer.

Since 1986, Wright has
worked full time for the Army
Guard. Most recently, she
served at the National Guard
Bureau as the Army Guard's
chief of personnel services.
Before assuming command of
the 28th, Wright became an
Army War College Military
Fellow at the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies in Washington, D.C,
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Guard called to rescue North Dakota

W ‘At night it’s ghostly. It’s
like night of the living dead’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

rad Kitzman was primarily inter-

ested in medieval history while

majoring in that discipline al a
western North Dakota umiversity a few
years ago. In April he was up to his waist
in the flooded Red River of the North that
made some ugly contemporary history
along his state’s eastern border.

Kitzman, 28, is a staff
sergeant in the North Da-
kota Army National
Guard that marshaled
thousands of citizen-sol-
diers to help their people
combat and then cope
with the worst flooding
in the Peace Garden
State’s recorded history.

Army and Air Guard-
members, with an army
of volunteers from across
two states, bent their
backs and their heavy
equipment into the natu-
ral force that cut a 10-
mile swath of devastation
north along the Narth Da-
kota and Minnesota bor-
der.
SFC Douglas Friez,
North Dakota's Director
of Emergency Manage-
ment, came home April
23 from Bosnia where he
was serving on the Joint
Guard peaceckeeping
force with an Army
Guard public affairs detachment and
where he had anxiously monitored the
flood afflicting his state,

“It was gut wrenching,” said Friez
who retumed to North Dakota following
a chance meeting in Bosnia with Brig.
Gen. John Meyer Jr., the Army’s Chief of
Public Affairs.

“This is the most senious disaster |
have been personally involved in,” said
Friez, a 23-year veteran of emergency
management. “Now we need to put all of
our energies together to help reduce the
hardship."”

“I'm in awe. I've never seen a flood
like this before,” said Kitzman, a full-
time Guard NCO who was on duty in
Grand Forks, N.D. “At night it's ghostly.
It’s like the night of the living dead.”

Kitzman experienced that sensation
while driving a five-ton truck through
flood waters that frequently reached the
high headlights to evacuate people from
homes that many did not want to leave
until the rapidly rising waters left them
no choice. -

Up to 95 percent of the city’s 50,000
residents were forced from their homes
when the normally narrow and tranquil
Red River reached 53.7 feet, an unfore-
seen 26 feet above flood stage, and surged
through sandbag dikes into the city's
streets afler midnight April 19.

At the peak, two days later, flood wa-
ters where hammenng the city at 112,000
cubic feet per second. The river’s normal
flow for April is less than 10,000 cubic
feet per second, said a North Dakota Water
Commission official.

The country has experienced more cata-
strophic flooding. Thousands of people
were killed in the Johnstown, Pa., flood in
| 889. And 50 people died during the 1993

Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell

WADING IN - North Dakotan Army
Guardmembers (above) drive a
five-ton truck to their next mission.

Hoods that caused an estimated $12 bil-
lion in damage and left 70,000 people
homeless in 10 midwestern states,

That was of little comfort to the victims
in North Dakota and Minnesota.

A diabetic man who had been without
insulin for three days and his wife and a
man with two cats and a dog were among
the dozen souls who Kitzman helped haul
out of harm's way.

The Guard's mission took on many .

faces as the flood progressed steadily
north toward Canada and covered an es-
timated three million acres of Minnesota
and North Dakota farmland by the middle
of the following week. The Red 15 one of
the few rivers in the Northern Hemi-
sphere that flows toward the north.
Water purification units began cleans-
ing millions of gallons of nver water for
the Grand Forks AFB and for flushing out
the city's contaminated water system.

National Guard engineers first hauled
sand and sand bags to Fargo, N.D., and
then Grand Forks where residents be-
lieved they could hold the rising river at
bay.

Evacuations became the order of the
day after the waters broke through the
dikes.

The mission evolved into helping law
enforcement agencies protect the city from
looting and prevent anxious residents from
returning to their homes until officials
deemed it was safe.

“That’s the most frustrating part of the
job, telling people they can't réturn to
their homes,” said North Dakota Army
Guard Lt Col. Richard Balliet, the task
force commander in
Grand Forks.,

Asmany as a thousand
North Dakota Guard-
members a day were on
duty along the flooded
zone. Some had lost their
own homes. Most were
volunteers who spent as
much time on state emer-
gency active duty as they
could spare from their
full-time jobs, officials
explained,

“Guardmembers are
working tirelessly to pre-
serve the property and
lives of all North Dako-
tans, often while worry-
ing about the safety of
family and friends,” ob-
served Lesh Rucker, co-
ordinating officer for the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Citizen-soldiers also
hauled cattle carcasses,
the gruesome debris from
the severe winter, out of
lakes and streams to keep those water
sources from being poisoned.

Minnesota has called up 2,400 Guard
troops, expending more than 22,000 man
days, to deal with the crisis in that state,

Less than 200 North Dakota troops, all
water purification experts, were mobi-
lized for the duration of the mission that
Balliet estimated could last another four
to six weeks while the region recovered.

It had already been a long winter for
hundreds of Guardmembers who had
helped North Dakota deal with the record
100 inches of snow and cold that had
paralyzed the prairie and that brought on
the flooding with the spring thaw.

The winter emergency, Operation
Snowball, overlapped the spring emer-
gency, Operation Good Neighbor, by two
days in late March, said Air Guard Maj.
Gen. Keith Bjerke, North Dakota’s adju-
tant general who directed all of the state’s
military, police and civilian agencies in-
volved in the cnisis.

& See FLOODS, Page 11
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* Asian/Pacific-American Heritage Month

Maryland's Lt. Col.

he inside of an
s I A-10  Thun-
David Tanaka logs derbolt 11, af-

fectionately referred to

3,000 hoursinanA-10 as the ‘Warthog,’
- looks as though the de-
signers had stock in

Hﬂl}'fﬂ-‘l‘lf Natienal Guard the switches and but-

tons were put in place,

it seems they left an infinitesimal amount of room for the
pilot.

You wonder then how anyone could tolerate such
claustrophibic-conducive confines for an even hour,

Lt. Col. David Tanaka, an A-10 pilot with the Maryland
Air Guard's 175th Wing, recently emerged from a War-
thog cockpit after a training flight having logging 3,000
flying hours,

“I have been fortunate to fly my entire military career
and to get some great flying assignments,” Tanaka said.

Tanaka's interest in flying began as a child in Seattle,
Wash. :

“My father worked for Boeing and took me to work
with him sometimes,” he recalled. *I'd watch the planes
“Tand and take off.”

High on the Hog'

»

S0 it was no surprise when Tanaka entered the Univer-
sity of Washington in 1978 on a four-year Air Force
Reserve Officer Traiming Corps scholarship. He gradu-
ated four years later with a degree in aeronauvtical/
astronautical engineering,

After completing pilot training, Tanaka was picked to
support “Project Season,” a prograih that sent select Air
Force pilots to Air Guard units to continue their training.
He supported the program for three years, and then
became an A-10instructor pilot at Davis-Monthan AFB,
Ariz., from 1987 to 1989,

Tanaka separated from the Air Force in 1989. He then

Photo courtesy Maryland National Guard

3,000 HOURS - Maryland Air Guard's LL
Col. David Tanaka (left), an A-10 pilot
with the 175th Wing, recently logged 3,000
hours In a "Warthog.’

retumed to the Free State Air Guard based at
Martin State Airport near Baltimore.,

“The people brought me back to Maryland,” he
explained. “They had been great during Project
Season.”

As a full-time Guardmember, Tanaka sees the
175th’s recent consolidation of C-130and A-10
aircrafl as an adjustment, but one that will pro-
duce dividends.

“While the two umits functioned extremely
well on their own,” he explained, “there was a
greal deal of repetitiveness. It (the consolidation)
has resulted in a4 more streamlined unit.” Tanaka
added that the 175th’s move is essential as the Air Guard
becomes more involved with worldwide missions.

Some of Tanaka's 3,000 flying hours were flown over
the perilous skies of Bosnia and supporting the no-fly
zone over Iraq. He was also on the 1995 Air National
Guard “Gunsmoke” team thal placed second.

While most of the country will celebrate the accom-
plishments of Asian/Pacilic Americans in May, Tanaka
offers this.

“If I could pass'on one bit of advice w0 anyone,” he
observed, "I would say, ‘don’t give up on your goals,”
because consistency pays off.”

Photo by MSgl. Bob Haskell
ANSWERING HIS CALL -
Chaplain (Capt.) Andrew
Gibson (above) left his
Pittsfield, Maine church to
minister to troops sup-
porting Joint Guard.

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Narional Guard Bureau

astor Andrew Gibson
P-:umr:mplmcd the future

of his many ministries
from a pew of the cozy First
Congregational Church in the
guiet, mid-Maine town of
Pinsfield.

The 35-year-old, who is also
the chaplain for a Maine Army
Guard engineer battalion, would
be spending has last Sunday with
his congregation before begin-
ning a nine-month odyssey to
Croatia to offer spiritual guid-
ance for other soldiers support-
ing the 16-month-old Bosnian
peacekeeping mission Joint
Guard.

Gibson, sitting with his Nancy
and daughter Kelly, the young-
est of their three children,
watched the service unfold as he
considered his obligations,

Who would take over the
church that he had guided for the
past four and a half years? Who
would watch over the 39 mem-
bers of Maine's 133rd Engineer
Battalion who also were being
mobilized for peacekeeping duty
in Bosnia? Who would minister
to the needs of the citizén-sol-

Following his
CALL UP

Chaplain Andrew Gibson
has work to do in Croatia

diers from that same banalion
who were not deploying? Who
would help look out for his fam-
ily? Who ...7

Questions raced through his
mind as young panshoners per-
formed “Amazing Grace” on
their flutes.

Maine Army Guard Chaplain
(Capt.) Andrew Gibson was ex-
periencing the anxieties felt by
many other people — doctors,
teachers, political figures -- who
are abruptly called away from
their extended families.

On the flip side of his emo-
tional coin, Gibson was antici-
pating the opportunity to serve
in @ strange and distant land,
formerly called Yugoslavia.

“I'm very excited about doing
it, knowing that I'll have to use

my soldier skills and
that I'll be roughing ita
bit,” said Gibson, a na-
tive New Yorker who
has been a Maine Army
Guard chaplain for
nearly five years,

“This is something
we've all trained for,
but some don’t get a
chance touse that train-
ing,” he added."This is
an opportunity (o do
real chaplains work.™

The main mission of the chap-
lains corps, that was formed at
the request of Gen. George
Washington, Gibson explained,
is to protect the right of soldiers
to express their religious beliefs.

“We also serve as our
commander’s conscience; (o
point outethical and moral prob-
lems,;” Gibson added.

Gibsonisoneof adozen Army
Guard spiritual leaders — com-
missioned chaplains and enlisted
chaplains assistants -- from
Maine to Oregon who recently
reported to Bosnia, Croatia, Hun-
gary and Germany to help per-
petuate the peacekeeping pro-
cess during its second year.

He is bringing a lot of energy
to his military duties, according

to one of Gibson's parishioners.

“This church couldn’t afford
a full-time minister when Andy
Gibson came here.” said Sharon
Mack, Bangor Daily News bu-
reaun chief who has attended Gib-
son's services for four years,

“First there were six people at
a service. Then 10, Then 20,
Now there are two services ev-
ery Sunday moming because the
church can’t hold everybody,”
she added. “He can take a pas-
sage from ancient, historical
scripture and make it funny and
current and relate it to your life,

“And, sometimes,” Mack
added, * when he raises his arms
for the benediction, you can see
his combat boots under his robe
because he has to run off to some
Guard thing.

“The way he talks about the
Guard people in his sermons,
you can tell these are not people
who Andy merely ministers to.
They are part of his family.”

Unless God works in another
mysterious way, Gibson vows
to return (o Pittsfield.

“Westayed because the people
kept us here,” he said of his
family’s ties to the Maine com-
munity. “l promised the church
I will come back.”
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New Horizows Upoate
Ahead of schedule, the
Western Hemispherg‘s
largest humanitarian exer-
cise charges on

Completion on
‘HORIZON’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

emo o astronomers and histo-
rians in A.D. 4,397
When the Comet Hale-Bopp lasi

passed this way in 1997, military men and
women from the United States of America
were working to make the tiny nation of
Belize a berrer place.

Many belonged 10 the Army National
Guard, a skilled force of part-time sol-
diers, who flew by jet-propelled uirpffnf
abost 1,200 miles south from the state of
Louisiana. They traveled to the western
shore of the Caribbean Sea and labored
in the hot tropical sun from January
through May, the first half of that year as
measured by the Gregorian calendar.

They improved roads, built schools and
gave medical aid to the Belizean people
who had recently established their own
independent government after being a
colony within the British empire for more
than 100 years. They had previously been
part of the ancient Mayan empire.

Comels are said to be a link 1o the ages
for the people who wateh them and study
them during their infrequent visits to our
planet. Hale-Bopp was certainly a curi-
asity for the people who last observed it
streaking through the evening skies 24
centuries ago. The U.S. military serving
in Belize were among the curious.

They hoped their efforts would contrib-
ute to the peace and prosperity of their
neighbor to the south and to the Western
Hemisphere overall. Their good inten-
tions can only be measured in the context
of the affairs of mankind that have oc-
curred since they gazed in wonder at
Hale-Bopp.

Let at least this much be written: They
accomplished their mission.

“No sen lee bwoy fu do man job," is a
Creole proverb of Belize that means “Get
able, gualified workers.”

Dr. Santos Mahung, secretary of the
Ministry of Education for the past five
years, will tell you that Belize has been
blessed with thousands of qualified work-
ers from the United States this year.
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The roll call
included 3,400
active duty sol-
diers and mem-
bers of the Army
Guard and Re-
serve, Marines,
Navy Seabees,
and members of
the Air Force and
Air Force Re-
SETVE,

Military engi-
neers -- Mmasons,
carpenters;
plumbers, and
electricians -- have labored many hours to
give 1,700 youngsters in commumnities
west of Belize City better places to get an
elementary, or primary, education.

Doctors, nurses and medical techni-
cians have flown to the north and south to
give shots and prescriptions to thousands
of Belizean people who live in remote
jungle villages.

Six schools and a large latrine for a

BRICK-BY-BRICK - Sgt. Herman
Carraway (above) sets steel sphe

reenforcement wire while helping
to build a school in Belize,

Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell

seventh, seven miles
of improved road
connecting {wo ma-
jor highways, and
three large medical
aid missions have
been the main objec-
tives of Exercise
New Horizons 97, the
largest military hu-
manitarian operation
in the western hemi-
re this vear.
That$11.5 million
mission has been
ramroded by the
Louisiana Army Guard, who have pro-
vided 71 percent of the force. Other Guard
and reserve members have come from
California, Colorado, Florida, Kansas,
New Hampshire, Oklahoma, South Caro-
lina, Texas and the Virgin Islands.
State National Guard organizations
have been coordinating these nation-
building exercises in Central and South
America for more than a decade. Califor-

CUT ABOVE - Louislana's PFC
Shannon Litton (left) trims a
cement block to size.

nia, Maine and South Dakota have led the
way during the last five years. It was
Louisiana’s turn this year.

“We need better physical facilities to
get the children to come to the schools,”
said Dr, Mahung. Eighty percent of the
Belizean children who begin primary
school complete the first eight years, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Education.

These new buildings will improve the
access and improve the educational envi-
ronment which will help retention,” Dr.
Mahung added.

Joint Task Force Pelican, commanded
by Louisiana Army Guard Lt. Col.
Clifford Oliver, coordinated the activi-
ties during eight two-week rotations.

“We've got somebody here who can do
just about anything,” Oliver told more
than 300 newcomers who arrived at the
Burrell Boom Base Camp, about 10 miles
inland from the Caribbean Sea

They discovered a peaceful and di-
verse Latin American country with exca-
vated Mayan Indian dwellings dating back
to the time of Christ, growing centers of
Chinese immigrants, Mennonite farming
communities and an expansive jungle
plain as flat as Kansas. Palm trees, wild
parrots and howler monkeys also were
part of the package. The currency bearing
images of Queen Elizabeth I and the
distinctive English dialect were remind-
ers that Belize, formerly the colony of
British Honduras, is still part of the Com-
monwealth,

S0 why the Amernicans?

U.S. concerns for stability in Latin
America date back to 1823 when the
Monroe Doctrine wamed European pow-
ers not to interfere with independent na-
tions on the Amencan continents, Good
relations with all governments south of
the border are considered essential for
business concerns and for combating the
flow of drugs into the U.S. And deploying
thousands of troops to a Latin American
couniry each year sharpens the National
Guard’s mobilization skills.

Louisiana headed a smaller task force,
also commanded by Oliver, during the
first four months of 1996 when 850 people
built three schools in Belize. That, Oliver
said, was just a warm-up.

“I'm tempted at times to say why do we
wanl to go 1o Central America?" ob-
served Maj. Gen. Ansel Stroud Ir.,
Louisiana's adjutant general.

“The readiness is improved by the de-
ployment and then the redeployment,”
Stroud explained. "I wanted this to be an
opportunity not just to train engineers,
but to train Louisiana staff. It would pre-
pare us to support a deployment any-
where in the world. We are talking more
and more about (direct) home station
deployments. This is & lot bigger than any
home station deployment.”

There is another connection. Belize has
been paired this year with Louisiana and
New Hampshire in the National Guard's
State Partnership Program that establishes




THIRSTING FOR ACTION -
Spc. Chad Pitts (above), a
member of the Louisiana
Army Guard's Co. A., 527th
Engineer Battalion, sips
from his canteen.

military contacts between individual
states and developing democracies in
Europe, Asia and, now, Latin America.

Officials were quick to point out that
New Horizons 97 is not part of the part-
nership. They also acknowledged it will
reinforce the relationship, especially since
45 members of the Belize Defense Force
have worked with the Louisiana Guard
members,

“It’s good,” said BDF's Sgt. Nathan
Orana about working with the Amen-
cans, “Ya leam and ya teach.”

The exercise has reinforced the Ameri-
can engineers' faithintheirability tohelp
less fortunate people.

“I think it’s good somebody is doing
something for these people down here.
It's definmitely a poor place,” said Sgt
Demetric McLemore of Louisiana's
527th Engineer Battalion in a jungle clear-
ing where Guardmembers were building
atwo-room schoolhouse of cernent blocks
as carefully as if it were their owp home,
It will replace a rundown, yellow-clap-
board church for 50 pupils in the first 1o
eighth grades.

It was also a lot of hard work, espe-
cially when the sun began baking the
countryside by 9 a.m. For the first couple
of days, the 40-pound cement blocks
seemed to weigh 80 pounds. Brown T-
shirts turned black with sweat.

But most of the workers adjusted dur-
ing their first week. “You drink a lot of
water, and vou're all right," shrugged
Spec, Russell Beauregard.

And the projects progressed ahead of
schedule. Sixty-two percent of the work
had been completed by the end of March,
the halfway mark, Oliver reported. He
was confident everything woukd be fin-
ished by the May 24 deadline.

Ten-year-old Dawn Ortiz told one
Louisiana Guard engineer, 2nd Lt An-
drew Thomas, how much the mission
meant to her in a note. “May God bless
you and the U.S. Army for building our
school and for making friends with us,”
she wrote, "'l will be sad when you leave.”

“The kids are incredible,” Thomas in-
toned. “They give us notes all the time.”

“One-one okro full basket," is another
Creole proverb of Belize. It means:
“Gradually, tasks are accomplished.”

‘can beat that."

Belize builders

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

ohnnie Trammel learmed much about the U.S, Army

during his 15 years on active duty. The National
Cruard, he recently insisted during a late afternoon
huakﬂ.quﬂ:ﬂmpinﬂdiz:.isuvethngmd.

He can be excused for his bias. Trammel is the first
sergeant for Alpha Company, 527th Engineer Battalion
from Pineville, La. They spent the first half of April
laying cement blocks and running electrical wiring for
four new schools and filling and grading a seven-mile
stretch of road south of Mexico and & few miles inland
from the Caribbean Sea.

His outfit joined Joint Task
Force Pelican for two weeks of
annual training. Those 150 Guard
members flew “down range”™ to
support the six-month, nation-
building New Horizons 97.

“The beauty of the Guard is that
we take these people out of their
living moms on a Friday after-
noon, have them standing in for-
mation by 18(X) hours, put them on
a plane, and their boots are on the

Life has been considerably calmer for the licensed
electrician and combat engineer during his 20 years in
the Guard, even though he has returned Lo the tropics

many times - to Guatemala, Honduras and Panama.
Hwhhumﬁemmﬂmﬂsufpumuhm
He and his wife have a 6-year-old son, and another baby
is expected in early September.

Pyt, 2 Jackie Sinclair, 18, had discovered two things
by the time she completed the Louisiana Youth
ChalleNGe program in December 1995: she knew the
satisfaction of finishing high school and she was drmwn
to the military's regimented lifestyle.

Fifteen months later, the young Pineville woman was
a petroleum supply specialist pumping fuel into the
vehicles that keep the mission moving in Belize.

*'Ihe‘i'uuﬂlﬂulieﬂﬁepmmwungoudinﬂunm
on me,"” said Sinclair who now contemplates working
full time for the Guard, enrolling in college and going to
jump school. “Before, 1 would never have considered
joining the military.”

Sgt. Demetric McLemore, 35, had done her share of

mason work during a dozen years as an active Army

combat engineer in Germany and Georgia and in

Saudi Arabia during Desent Storm. She spent her first

day on the job in Belize supervising the 1ol room at a

school construction site. Need a hammer? A tape? A

rowel? A roll of string? See McLemore,

Her two sons, ages 7 and 15, and her careéer Army
hiusband were back home at Fort Polk, It was a bil of a
break from her non-stop routine as wife, mother, full-
time mail cletk and part-time college student pursuing
a degree in business office education.

Why the engineers? *'1 told "em [ wanted to do

something outdoors; that | was tired

ground in a foreign country the next
moming,” Trammel marveled.
“Show me an active Army unit that

Lt Gen. Edward Baca, National
Guard Bureau chief, tells every
civic group and government official
he can that, when they call the
Guard, they are getting the grass
roots of Americi.

mmmcmyw
ﬁlﬂmhﬁLTh}*u:m
female. Mmmmﬁnu
are part-time soldiers and full-time
Guard workers.

About 45 of them experienced a
fareign far the first
time. Twenty of them got their first
taste of annual training. The other
105 have served in Vietnam., the
Persian Gulf, Grenada and in other
lands where they were needed.

Meet a cross section of the grass
roots citizen-soldiers:

Sgt. Rocky Stevens, 46, saw
Vietmnam the hard way. As a 1969
Marine drafiee, he found himself
on a |st Division recon team for six
months and then in a combined-
action platoon that taught South Vietnamese civilians
how to fight.

“Tt got a lintle dicey in Vietnam,” said Stevens, who
came home after two years with the Silver Star and two
Purple Hearts. '] didn’t plun on getting those Purple
Hearts,” he shrugged. “But when you see a buddy go
down, you go out and get him."

BUILDERS -
ke
and Ehll’l:l

(center) and
Plunk (above).

of typing. The next thing | know,
I'm in combat engineer training.”
Then she laughed. “I've been look-
ing for that recruiter ever since.”
Pvt. 2 Brian Plunk, 19, learned a
little of basic architecture from the
ground up as he helped build a two-
room schoolhouse of cement blocks
beside the Our Lady of the Way
Catholic Church in Ladyville.

H How convenient, That's what
he's studying at the Louisiana State campus in Alex-
andria. The Guard is footing that bill because he has
agreed to serve for six years, The tuition is free, he

gets $200 a month from the Montgomery Gl Bill, and
h:smnnﬂ:llydnﬂ pay covers his other expenses,

“It seems to be 4 lot brighter down here,” observed
the red-haired young man whose fair skin was taking
a beating. “Back home it doesn't get hot until noon.
Here, it's hot when you get up.”

Capt. Shane Elkins, 32, is the in-your-face com-
pany commander who practices what he preaches. He
is not one bit bashful nhuu!gmhbmglcenmm block
in the midday heat and how 1o wet it
down so it will not absorb the moisture before the
mortar has time (o set.

His 16 years of service include four years in the
Navy and an infantry hitch during Desert Storm. He
lives with his wife and two doughters at Camp Beau-
regard where he is the full-time operations officer of a
post that conducts 275,000 training man days a year.
“1 like the structure. I like being part of something

bhigger than myself,” Elkins explained of the military’s

appeal.
His 15 months as Alpha company's “old man™ has

reinforced his leadership philosophy.
“Leaders set the wheel in motion,” he said, “but with-

otit the soldiers, it will not wm.”
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_ INTERNATION
‘Joint Guard' peacekeeping
effort is in full bloom

second
SPRING

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

he fields around Heidelberg were

I plowed and the dark, rich soil was

ready for planting. The grass was

a lush green on the soccer pitches bor-
dered by red, all-weather tracks.

It was spring in Germany. It also was
the second spring of the Bosnian peace-
keeping mission Joint Guard.

Jefterson Bennett, a high school guid-
ance counselor from Oklahoma, and Ken-
neth Jensen; a Folsom Prison corrections
officer from Califor-
nia, wereamong hun-
dreds of Army Guard
troops still doing their
bit to keep the opera-
tion running smooth-
ly.

By St. Patnck’'s
Day, more than 3,700

woman who is a carpenter, a mechanic, a
couple of housewives, and a Border Pa-
trol weapons instructor were among the
cross section of Americans who Navas
saw in Germany.

Bennett and Jensen had been there be-
fore.

Bennett belonged to the Army track
team when he finished fourth in the de-
cathlon during the 1972 Summer Olym-
pics in Munich.

In March, the licutenant colonel as-
signed to the Texas Army Guard was a
team chief in the U.S. Army Europe’s
Cnisis Action Center at the Campbell
Barracks in Heidelberg. Helping the Navy
and the Marines get American citizens
out of riot-torn Albania was their latest
order of business.

It was a far cry from helping students at
the Edmond Santa Fe High School pre-
pare for adulthood back in Oklahoma.

“I was one of those Guard peaple who,
after all of the time and the training,
wanted to getin an active duty tour before
they retired me,” said the 24-year Guard
veteran.

Jensen, a sergeant first class and a pla-
toon sergeant in the California Army
Guard's 649th Military Police Company,
said he has seen some
significant changes
since returning to Ger-
many afier nearly 15
Vears.

For seven years
(1976-82), he was a 1st
Infantry Division sol-
dierin Wiesbaden, then

Army Guardmem- a Pershing missile sec-
bers had been mobi- Photo by MSgl. Bob Haskell  tjon chief in Ulm.

lizedoralertiedtohelp  ON THE JOB - lllinois’ Spe. “I drove down 1o the
keepthepeaceamong  Samer Elguindy (above)  Wiley Barracks in Ulm
Bosnia's uneasy checks IDs in Germany. after [ got back here. It

Serbs, Croats and
Muslims into a mis-
sion that is expected to end in mad-1998.

Bennett and Jensen have considerably
different memories of the Germany they
first experienced in the 1970s, when
Bennett was an Olympic decathlete and
Jensen helped watch over a nuclear mis-
sile arsenal.

“Preventive defense™ defines the role
in which America’s military people are
now engaged. The emphasis for the
100,000 Americans serving full time in
Europe, and the citizen-soldiers needed
to help them out, is to preserve the peace
across all of Europe.

“Realistically, the 20th century ended
in 1989 when the Berlin Wall came
down,” observed Maj. Gen. William
Navas, Army Guard director, after a Sun-
day visit with nearly 30 Guardmembers
on duty around Heidelberg.

“We're going tohave todo these things,
like Bosnia and Haiti and the Sinai, in
order to prevent bigger problems,” he
added.

Filling in for active Army troops as-
signed to Bosnia is still a major piece of
the National Guard’s pie in Germany. A

used to be a place of

honor. Now it's like a
ghost town,” said the 40-year-old of the
reduced U.S. presence in the part of the
world where the NATO allies once stood
nose-to-nose with the Warsaw Pact.

Those reflections are mixed with feel-
ings of success.

“To see Wiley Barracks in that condi-
tion bothers me,” he added. “But I realize
that my job was essential in closing down
the Cold War.”

Meanwhile, in Stuttgart, SSgt. Yolanda
McCoy and 125 military police with the
933rd MP Company from Chicago were
easily distinguished by the blue and yel-
low Abraham Lincoln patches on their
leather armbands.

Those drivers entering Patch Barracks
-- home of the U.S. European Command
--were greeted by Spc. Samer Elguindy,
who seemed very at heme checking ID
cards. He said his duties should broaden
his law enforcement horizons because he
15 studying cniminal law. Elguindy in-
tends to become a military lawyer,

“This deployment is better than the one
in'91 (during Desert Storm),” McCoy
explained. “There's not as much stress.”

Norway’s Home Guard
trains with Minnesota

troops to ensure WWI
invasion will happen ...

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Hm_ tonal Guard Bureau -

ark Twain once observed

that if you don't like the

weather in New England,
wait a minute. It's bound to change.

A couple of hundred Army Na-
tional Guard artillery soldiers from
southern Minnesota could tell the
American literary legend a thing or
two about how guickly the weather
can change in another place — nearly
200 miles above the Arctic Circle in
northern Norway.

They could also tell anyone who
cares to listen just bow serious the
Norwegians, and many other people
in that part of the world, continue to
be about protecting themselves from
invasion, The lessons of the Ger-
mans’ surprise attack and occupation
of Norway during World War II have
not been forgotten.

The low but forbidding mountains
of Troms County, where Norway
bends west toward Russia near the
top of the European continent, can
tumn from balmy to blizzard almost as
fast as the citizen-soldiers can load
and fire their self-propelled, 155mm
howitzers.

“We don’t have the mountainous
terrain and there's a lot more snow
than what we get back home,” noted
MSgt. Kenneth Johnson at the batta-
lion's command center dug into a
man-high field of snow. “But it’s five
or ten degrees colder in Minnesota.
That surprised me."

The 191 people from such Minne-
sota communities as New Ulm,
Luverne and Pipestone discovered
that first-hand during the three weeks
in February and March they took pant
in the | 1-nation, 20,000-troop train-
ing exercise Adventure Express 97.
(See Page 16).

In making their first trip to Nor-
wity, members of the Army Guard's
Ist Battalion, 125th Field Artillery,
commanded by Lt. Col. William

“E[HI m- H'r'
petuated
Minnesota's
24-year rain-
ing affiliation
with Norway's
Home Guard.

The Home |
Guard is a mil- " 5
itia force of yAls
67,000 whose
members keep =
their military CHIEF CHAT -
rifles and am- Lt. Gen. Ed-
munition in ward Baca
their homes %o (above, left),
they can be Guard Bureau
mobilized to chief, discuss-
defend such es the mission
strategic points  with Minne-
as bridges, sota's Lt. Col.
power plants William Kautt
and train de- li. Norway
pots in a matter ~ Home Guard's
of hours, ex- Chief of Staff,
plained Maj. Maj. Gen. Per
Gen. Per Mathisen
Mathisen, the (right), talks
Home Guard’'s  with a Guard-
chief of staff, member.

Long before
other state National Guard forces
became affiliated with Eastein
Europe’s former Communist coun-
tries under the State Partnership Pro-
gram beginning in 1992, the citizen-
soldiers from Minnesota and Norway
— united by a Nordic heritage — be-
gan showing each other how they
maneuver and survive in hostile,
frigid terrain.

Lt. Gen. Edward Baca, National

Guard Bureau chief, and Norwegian
Home Guard officials formalized that

exchange at Camp Torpomoen in
central Norway last March.
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Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell

Also, the Minnesota artillery bat-
talion has been part of the North
Atantic Treaty Organization’s com-
posite force assigned to defend Nor-
way since last vear, explained U.S.
Ambassador Thomas Loftus,

“The National Guard has become
an integral part of the allied defense
of Norway, should that be neces-
sary,” Loftus said.

Baca recently led a Guard Bureau
delegation back to Norway during 4
1 7-day tour to assess the Guard's
current and future roles in Europe.

He found the troops from Minne-
sota making the best of a tough situa-
tion while living in a land of white —
white outer clothing and helmets,
white coldweather boots, and white
netting that covered their green tents

-and six tank-like guns in; what else,
white snow.

“I’s a linde tricky driving these
tracked-vehicles around these roads,
especially through the mountain pass
over there,” said an ammo sergeant,
pointing toward a peak that towered
over the camp and countryside.

What are the Guard groups leam-
ing?

“The Norwegian Home Guard is
learning about the American will to

SNOW BATTLE -
Soldiers (left) with
Minnesota’s 1st
Battalion, 125th Field
Artillery plot their next
move in Norway.

defend themselves. We are
very impressed by the size of
your National Guard and the
size of the defense for the
United States of America,”
said Mathisen, a 36-year
Army veteran.

“I hope the Americans are
leaming how we Norwegians
stay in the field,” he added,
“as well as something about
how the Norwegian soct
works and our culture.”

They are leaming what
they might have to do to help
defend the country that, one
allied officer pointed owt, has
vasroil and gas reserves and
is still considered critical for
safeguarding the North Atlantic’s
supply routes,

“Never Again” has become the
Norwegian resolve that the kingdom
will never be as unprepared as it was
when the Germans invaded in 1940.

“The people understand that the
defense of their country is the re-
sponsibility for everyone,” Mathisen
said.

That certainly applies to the Home
CGuard who celebrated its 50th anni-
versary last December. Those sol-
diers cur their military teeth during
12 months of compulsory service.
They also muster for refresher train-
ing & half-dozen times a year until the
age of 44, the General added,

“We are not like your National
Giuard,” Mathisen explained. “We are
more like a2 militia. We are formed
into platoons and company-size units,
The same people train on securing
only one object. That is what they
would do if we went to war."”

Most U.S. Guardmembers, on the
other hand, train at least 39 days each
year and can expect to roll out for
state emergencies such as riots,
floods and forest fires, and federal
missions that could mean serving

_ anywhere in the world.

The common bond, however, is
that the Home Guard in Norway is
just as highly regarded as is the Na-
tionul Guurd in the U.S. The leader of
the Norwegian Defense Commuittee is
a company commander, and the
prime mimster, Gro Brundtland, has
been a Home Guard soldier for many
years, Mathisen added.

That commitment to their state and
their country is the tie that binds the
citizen-solders from Minnesota and
Norway, no matter how much the
weather changes.

Expanding the ‘bridge to America’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

"'m tired of burying kids,” lgmented
Marolen Mullinax. !

As the director of an orphanage in
the Romanian city of Constanta, where
21 of the 24 kids she houses have tested
HIV positive, she's attended the funerals
of 13 children in six years. All, then and
now, were contaminated by blood trans-
fusions.

Worse, nobody wanted them.

“In Romanmia, these children are the
throw-aways," said the Longview, Texas
native. She has devoted the past six vears
to making the abandoned children in the
former Communist land as comfortable
as possible.

Last summer, Mullinax discovered
some new friends - Army National Guard
troops from Alabama and Indiana.

In the course of six weeks, a couple of
hundred of thosg Guard people, directed
by Lt. Col. Roy Smith Jr,, from the 1 169th
Engincer Group in Huntsville, Ala.,
worked a miracle.

They painted walls
and ran new electrical
wiring. They replaced
plumbing and installed
air conditioning and
poured cement walk-
wiays. They fixed ev-
erything their time and
talents permutted in a
day care center for 70
children who are being
reanited with their
families, a 32-bed hos-
pital for Romania’s sol-
diers and the orphan-
age run by Mullinax.

“They have solved problems that I had
been fighting for five years,” she said.

Although they could not free the chil-
dren from AIDS, said Mullinax, “they
said 1o the whole world these children are
important. | pever can calculate what
those men and women gave, because they
gave their hearts and souls.”

Chalk up another friend in a far-away
place for the National Guard's State Part-
nership Program, and for Lt. Gen. Ed-
ward Baca’s vision of how the Guard can
help the people of Eastern Europe leamn
the ways of democracy.

“You know how we feel about Roma-
nia,” Baca, the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau, told Gen. Nicolae Schiopu,
Deputy Chief of the Romanian General
Staff, during a recent retumn visit.

The plight of homeless children re-
ceived a lion's share of a Baca-led
delegation’s attention as they assessed
the Guard's present and future courses of
humanitarian action.

They visited an orphanage in Tallinn,
Estonia, where 95 Russian children and
teenagers abandoned by their parents live
in & grimy 30-year-old building.

“Wouldn't this make a greal nation-

BACA BUDDY - Lt. Gen.
Baca, a father of seven,
plays with an HIV-positive
orphan In Romania.

building project,” Baca wondered as he
explored the facility that included a two-
story building that cannot be used be-
cause it has no lights, heat or water.

Al the Casa Speranta Orphanage, in
Constanta, they were reminded just how
much good Guard people can do.

“This was the right project 1o do. If it
helps kids, it's going to get an immediate
passage with me,” said Maj. Gen. Clyde
Hennies, Alabama's adjutant general.

Hennies said Alabama was among the
first states to join the partnership pro-
gram. Twenty-three states are now affili-
ated with nations in Europe and Asia in
the Guard's “Bridge to America.”

U.S. Army Gen. George Joulwan, Su-
preme Allied Commander for Europe,
said officials are now working to extend
the program into Africa.

“It's low cost and high payoff. It's
extremely important to our future,” said
Joulwan who is focused on stabilizing the
emerging democracies (o ensure “a Eu-
rope whole and free from the Atlantic to
the Urals by the 21st century.”

Stability brings investments, he told
Baca and the leaders of
this country's six other
reserve forces in
Stuttgart, Germany, dur-
ing the second annual Re-
serve Component Senior
Leaders Conference.

“You are an essential
part of the team,”
Joulwan added.

But rioting in Albania
during that mid-March
conference reminded ev-
eryone just how fragile
peace and stability can
be in Eastern Europe.,

Baca's group had visited Tirana, the
Albania capital, the previous year lo cel-
ebrate a partnership with South Carolina
that had resulted in two new wells and
renovations for that city”s only hospital.

There are, however, other projects.

Maryland became Estonia’s partner
state four years ago. A milnary liaison
team has since been based in Tallinn to
help Estomian military leaders reorganize
into a civilian-controlled armed force.

Now, Maj. Gen. James Fretterd,
Maryland's adjutant general, wants to
help the Russian children at the Tallinn
Mustamae Orphanage, described as the
toughest orphanage in Estonia.

*A coatof paint is nice, but the problem
goes beyond that,” he said.

Asking the Maryland Guard's Family
Program, spearheaded by his wife Ellen,
o rent apartments so the youngsters can
be moved inlo a family-like atmosphere
1s one avenue Fretterd will explore.

Asking Balumore's 30,000 Estonians
to provide funds for distance learning is
another.

“I'm not interested in just babysitting”
Fretierd explained. “I want to educate
these children. They are our future.”
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While many in Maryland’s
175th Wing celebrated
getting the C-130J, some
crew had legitimate concerns

LIFE after
CONVERSION

By TSgt. Gary Gauli
Maryland National Guard

C apl. Mike Castaldi knows about
clouds ... dark ones, those filled
with uncertainty, and the kind with
silver linings.

A C-130E navigator with Yhe
Maryland's | 75th Wing, Castaldirecently
learned his unit was to be the first in the
Air Force scheduled o receive the C-
130]) aircraft. While many at the base
swelled with pride over the Air Force's
nod of approval; procuring the state-of-
the-art “J-model” and its computerized
systems meant that navigators like
Castaldi, and fhight engineers, would no
longer have a place in the cockpit.

Compounding the problem, Castaldi
had just moved from the 166th Airlift
Wing, Del., to the Martin State Airport-
based unit to take a full-time position just
three months earlier.

“I had a lot of mixed emotions and high
anxiety about the conversion,” he said.

That’s before Capt. Theresa Matyasse
got involved. A former active duty KC-
135 navigator, she lost her place in the
cockpit when that aircraft was fitted with
a navigation enhancement system, It
would force her to retrain as a pilot. Just
as important, it familianized her with the
arduous task of applying for an age
waiver for pilot training. She accom-
plished the task in record time.

Castaldi was all ears.

“l guess [ was fortunate with timing
and having good leadership within the
unit,” said Castaldi, an 11-year veteran.
“The 175th Wing took an active role in
minimizing the negative impact that the J
conversion presented.”

Amid the muffled roar of C-130E Her-
cules aircraft engines outside his office
window, Lt. Col, Chris Inglis — the 135th
Airlift Squadron commangder and conver-
sion project leader — spoke with guiet
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eloquence about the potential personnel -

“crash and bum” a conversion could cre-
ate.

“The Guard takes care of its own. We
will find a home for navigators and flight
engineers if they want to stay,” he vowed.

CMSgt. Fred Williams, wha has spent
35 years in the cockpit of several aircraft
as a flight engineer, says he will bow out
gracefully. With more than 7,500 hours
logged, the 53-year-old is frankly more
concerned for the well being of those
engineers charged with keeping C-130s
flightworthy during these hectic days of
increased Air Guard missions, while be-
ing preoccupied with their future in the
Guard.

“We must prevent apathy when flying
the C-130E and ensure that the flight
engineers fly safely,” the 135th’s Chief
flight engineer insisted. *We have one of
the best safety records in the Air Guard
{145,000 accident-free hours in 38 years
to date), and | wouldn’t want 1o see that
changed.”

Despite some of the J-model’s bag-
gage, Inglis said the pros far outweigh the
COns.

“The C-130Es have a lot of time on the
airframes and lack radar and acquisition-
warming gear that we depend on so much
in the contingency operations that we fly
these days,” he began. “The J-model is

completely computer driven, and at least
30 years advanced in technology over
what we are currently flying. The outside
airframe is the only thing that the two
models have in common.”

Other Guard units will soon have some-
thing in common with the Free-State's
Air Guard. Pennsylvania’s 193rd Special
Operations Wing, Rhode Island’s 143rd
Airlift Wing and California’s 146th Air-
lift Wing are slated 1o receive the J-
model.

All eventual Air Force users will ben-
efit from the 175th Wing's J-model expe-
rence.

“We are working a coordinated plan
with the other units in operations, mainte-
nance and training,” Inglis said. “We also
have the experience of training with our
counterparts in the Royal Air Force. The
RAF first purchased the new l-models
well over a year ago and are sharing their
hard-earned lessons with us,”

The J-model’s advanced systems only
require a pilot, co-pilot and loadmaster to
operate it. These people, Inglis noted,
will have to get up-to-speed on the J-
model’s sophisticated systems and take
on the responsibilities previously assumed
by navigators and engineers.

“This is an extraordinary opportunity,
but it also is daunting and sobering,” said
Inglis. “We have 34 pilots that need spe-

Photos by MSgt. Ed Bard

FROM THE COCKPIT - Maryland
aircrew (above) are trained on the
C-130J's state-of-the-art comput-
erized flying systems. From the
outside, the J-Model (top photo)
differs from other C-130s because
its prop has six propellers, as

opposed to four.

cial traiming, who once they are trained in
the J-model, can never go back to flying
the earlier model.

The fast-paced conversion, Inglis noted,
will imtroduce what those in the “J”" com-
munity call a flight support specialist,
Armed with a laptop computer, they run
preflight checks before the aircraft goes
wheels-up — a godsend to crewmembers
who on other aircraft are required to go
through hours of similar checks.

The 135th Airlift Squadron is sched-
uled to receive the first four of eight J-
models next spring. Until then, Inglis will
be busy ensuring the conversion blos-
SOMS.

“We have the skills to develop a man-
agement plan, training facility, and the
real-world experience to make this con-
version a success,” he said.

And for those navigators like Castaldi
who have traded a place in an unemploy-
ment line for a spot at pilot training;
suddenly, there’s not a cloud in the sky.




Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell
FLOOD WATCHER - SFC
Marty Kueffler (above) sur-
veys the latest damage.

FLOODS

From Page 4

“We knew it was going to be
tough on everybody,"” said
Bjerke. “A lot of the civilians
don't have the benefit of soldier
training. Even with our Guard
troops, & big concern was
making sure everyone kept to
their rotations and got as much
rest as possible.”

Long days were common,

“I bulldozed snow for a month
-- from Jan, 27 until Feb. 27 - in
Eddy County,” said SFC Marty
Kueffler of nearby Devils Lake.
“The snow banks on the roads
were 15 or 20 feet high and 200
yards to a quarter-mile long.
We'd work from daylight to
dark, then clean the equipment
until @ or 10 at night.

“Those farmers were some
happy to see us,” he said of the
satisfaction.

Kueffler was back in the _
saddle for the flood in mid-
April. He helped span the rising
Red River with a hydraulic
bridge in Fargo as the flood
gained momentum. Then he
joined the evacuation force in
Grand Forks.

The crisis earned the National
Guard and other members of the
military plenty of respect and
many friends.

“The National Guard are out
patrolling all the time. They are
not letting people in,” reported
spokesperson Cathy Clark about
the security in East Grand Forks,
Minn.

And Grand Forks Herald
editor Tim Fought heaped praise
on the joint military effort a few
days after a Guardsman, dniving
a four-wheel-drive Humvee,
evacuated the editor and his wife
from their home as the dark
water rose early April 19.

“With what the Guard and the
Air Force brought in to help us,”
Fought said, “I don’t know what

Melissa Williams lost
everything in the floods,
except her will to help others

Testing the
WATERS

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

Water, warter, everywhere,

nor any drop to drink.

- ‘Rime of the Ancient Mariner’
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

t 23, Melissa Williams hardly
A resembles an ancient Mariner.

But the specialist in a North Da-
kota Army Guard water purification wnt
can tell you first-hand how water can be
both foe and friend.

Williams was among the tens of thou-
sands of Grand Forks, N.D., residents
whose homes were flooded when the Red
River broke through dikes and surged
through the city before dawn April 19.

*“The uniform I was wearing, 20 dollars
incash and my Lipstick,”™ was her account
of all she had.

Williams then began testing purified

Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell

water from the Turtle River to make sure
it was fit for human consumption.

“I don't really feel bad (for myself)
after secing what other people lost,” said
Williams nearly a week after the dirty
waler from the once pastoral Red had
filled her ground-floor apartment on Al-
pha Avenue, a stone’s throw from the
river’s bank, and threatened such worldly
possessions as her clothes, fumiture, mat-
tresses, television and stereo.

“People who have lived in the city for
50 or 60 years lost everything they had,”
she added. "It was so sad.”

Still, her ordeal was typical of many
National Guard soldiers flooded out of
their homes, who still turned out to help.

Doing her bit meant spending 12-hour
shifts testing the chiorine content in the
waler after it had been cleansed in six
trailer-truck size reverse osmosis purifi-
cation units.

The operation was producing up to
2. 400 gallons of clean water every hour,
said SSgt. Brian Ward.

As a member of the 1315t Quartermas-
ter Detachment, Williams was one of 162
North Dakota Army Guardmembers mo-
bilized for the duration of the crisis —

GOOD TO THE LAST DROP - Spc.
Melissa Williams (left) tests North
Dakota’s drinking water.

perhaps for another month.

Williams was already a seasoned vet-
eran. For two weeks she had filled sand-
bags used for building dikes to contain the
river that rose to 53.7 feet. She had moni-
tored water pumps around the city. Then
the sirens announced that the river had
broken through — the battle had been lost,

She was working on the city's north
side at the time. The five-room apartment
she shared with a friend was on the south
side. She had lived there for 18 months.

“The dikes gave in about the same
time,"” she related. “I got 1o my apartment
about 4:30 in the moming. The water was
running down the seven steps into the
place pretty quick. I got to the front door,
but was told not to go in. It wasn’t safe.”

Thankfully, her car was high and dry.
She would be out between $8,000 and
$£10,000 if she lost everything else, Will-
iams estimated, but life would go on. She
knew she could eventually retum to the
city's South Middle School where she is
a special education teacher’s aide.

“My fingers are crossed that some things
are savable,” she explained. "1t was really
sad in other parts of the town, gelting
elderly people out of their homes.”

Still, Melissa Williams knew what it
was to be suddenly homeless. No checks,
no credit cards, no place other than a bed
in an Air Force dormitory to call her own.
Her mother had sent her money, she said.
She also was holding out for her National
Guard check.

Meanwhile, there was plenty to do.
Just because there was water, water,
everywhere, did not mean it was safe to
drink.

By MSgt. John Malthaner
National Guard Bureau

Friez is in the room.

Bosnia helping international
media types keep a pulse on
LS. soldier activities in sup-
port of Operation Joint Guard.

From Bosnia to Bismarck

o one needs to break into any lengthy discourse

MAN OF MANY FACES -
SFC Doug Friez (above,
right) was in Bosnia

before the floods called.

Several thousand miles away, his state’s Red River
flooded forth delivering a life threatening blow to Grand
Forks without its State Emergency Management Direc-

next

duty

darys in mid-April surfing the internet to monitor the
natural disaster back home. “1 was getting a pretty good
picture of what was going on.”

As chance would have it, Friez and the 129th PAD --
mobilized for 270-days last December — were visited by
Brig. Gen. John Meyer, Ir., the U.S. Army's Chief of
Public Affairs, Upon greeting Friez, and made aware of
his stature in North Dakota, Meyer intoned, “Perhaps
you should be back home.” :

Friez landed in Bismarck late April 23, The
moming he met with the Govemor, his Ad-
jutant General and the Director of the Federal

Emergency Mansgement Agency. By April 27,
after outprocessing, he was released from active

“This isn’t about one person saving the day,”
Friez insisted. “The action taken by the U.S.
Army and Gen. Meyer is extremely fitting. We're
just adding one more resource o @ very cata-
strophic situation.”

While the 50-year-old said he is happy to be
home, he confessed, “a little piece
and soul is in Bosnia.” Now, the Peace Garden
State’s EM Director since 1993 is up to his neck in it

“This is the most serious disaster I have been
ally involved in,” said Friez, who has been in emergency

of my heart

we would have done without tor — Friez — to help resuscitate it. management for 23 years, "Now, we need to put all our
y{::u;" “It was gut wrenching,” Friez recalled of those fateful energies together to help reduce the hardship,”

The ON GUARD
May 1997



SMSgt. Norman A. Marous was named by
the Air Force Association as one of its “Citizens
of Distinction.” Marous, a 35-year veteran who
waorks with the National Guard Bureau's coun-
h:tdmgdhmwucmdfurﬂnpmﬁgim
honor for his many volunteer efforts. Committed
1o the war on . Marous has also been in-
volved with the Air Force Association, Civil Air
Patrol, Andrew AFB Chapel, Combined Federal

Campaign and the Special Olympics, He has held

key leadership posts in many of the causes he
“The common denominator of all my

snppuﬂ_s
‘activity is the military nexus,” he explained.

“Each has some connection to helping military
members, their fumilies or the image of the mili-
tary itself.” While the father of three is proud of
the recognition, it isn't what motivates him. 1

‘believe that most of our country’ tpmhlﬂnsmuld

be solved if people did just a little
he said. “So much more good could be done if

more folks just participated in the process.”
Three Army Guard soldiers are being credited

- :wﬂh:ﬂmglmm s life March 17 after he passed
out at the Fort Dix-McGuire AFB Exchange, 1st

Sgt. Kim Stangelo (Ohio’s 107th Medical Com-
pany), Virginia's $Sgt. Robert Young (2nd Bat-
talion, 111th Field Artillery) and Virginia's PFC
Wayne Webb (1-116th Infantry) were at Fort Dix,
N.J., completing the first phase of their medical
specialist training when they were required to put
their skills to the test before

the exchange, Stangelo and  noticed a re-
tired man slumped over on a bench. “We could
1ell he was in much discomfort. He was also unre-
sponsive,” Webb said. After successfully reviving
him, he again became unconscious. The soldiers
revived him a second time. Young arrived on the
scene during the commotion to render assistance.
A physician and nurse later assisted the soldiers
until an ambulance amrived. "They did very
good." the purse said. It was later discovered that.
the victim had not taken his heart medication,

After arriving in Belize in January, Louisi-
ana Army Guard's Lt. Col. Perry Smith vowed to
do something to help school children there, He
returned to Gonzales, La., and worked with the
I@Mﬁwmmmfmm
supphies. He then arranged for troops in Company
C.Tﬁgﬂaﬁpmﬂnuﬂmmmthcm
items with them when they deployed to Belize in
February. Armed with paper, pads, pencils, cray-
ons, basketballs, footballs and softball
soldiers present the supplies to Norris Williams,
principal of the Sand Hill school. “We could look
into their faces and see our own children and

ren,” said 15t Sgt, Buddy Gonzalez.

The winter issue of the Airpower Journal
recently published an article titled: “The Air
National Guard: Past, Present and Future.” The
piece was authored by Dr. Charles 1. Gross, Air
Guard historian. Gross has hammered out several
important Air Guard books and short histories,
many of them available at no charge to interested
Guardmembers. Call (703) 681-0723 for a copy.

1
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ﬁunatttmuﬂl-m& school
‘supplies to. Belizean children.

The bust of "Hellfighter'
Sgt. Henry Johnson and
the 369th Infanlry were
celobrated recently.

Brig* Gen. Walter
Pudlowski swears in
son Walter Jr,

The Discovery Channel's highly popular avia-
tion series “Wings"” went to Georgia recently to
shoot a segment on the Peach-State Air Guard's
1 16th Bormb Wing. The feature, taped at the
I 16th"s home on Robins AFB, examines the post
Cold War mission of the B-1B bomber and in-
cludes in-flight footage taken from the cockpit.
Several Georgia Guardmembers were interviewed
for the feature scheduled to air in laic May.

The premier of a TV documentary about the
New Yaork National Guard's 369th Infantry, an
all-bluck regiment from Harlem, aired recently at
Fleet Bank headquarters in Albany. The program,
“Hurlem Hellfighters,” chronicled the service of
the 369th during World War L More than 170
Hellfighters received the Croix de Guerre,

France's highest military award. “The story of the
369th is of heroism and distinction in the face of
discrimination and racism.” said Eran Kail-
bourne, Fleet Bank chairman, It is a story that
must be passed on from generation to generation,”

The following individuals were recently re-
ceived 1996 Air Traffic Control (ATC) Annual
Awards, in their respective categonies:

* ATC Manager of the Year (enlisted) -- TSgt.
Robert Worcester, Maine.

» Air Traffic Controller of the Year -- Mr.

Brian Scarbrough, Mich.

* ATC Traiming Achievemen! Award — MSgt.
Mmm e AR —— ] ] e o 8

= ATC Maintainer of the Year -- TSgl. Derek :
Healey, Maine.

The Air Guard recently handed out 1996
Bivenvironmental Engincering Awards to their
field's top officer and enlisted performers.

* Outstanding Field Grade Bioenvironmental
Engineer —- Maj. Paul F. Davis, 1815t Fighter
Wing, 1l

« Outstanding Senior Noncommissioned Of-
ficer of the Year — MSgt. Kelly Ruff, 1215t Air
Refueling Wing, Ohio

The Pennsylvania Air Guard’s 146th Weather
Flight received the 1996 ANG Maj. Gen. John W.
Collens Award in the tactical category. The an-
nual award izes outstanding contributions
made by weather units.

Calling it “a big step on to bigger and better
things,” Brig. Gen. Walter Pudlowski, swore in
his son Walter Jr. With his mother Elizabeth and
friends nearby, the high school junior and newest
member of the Pennsylvania Army Guard cel-
chrated his in and 17th birthday on the
same day, Wilter Jr. will be a tank crew member
in the 28th Division's 104th Cavalry. His father is
the division 's deputy commanding general for

MANEUVET.

Minnesota’s SSgt. Michael Granlund, a mem-
ber of the 109th Aeromedical Evacuation Squad-
ron, won the 1996 Brig. Gen. Sarah P. Wells
Award. The annual ANG honor goes to its top
medical specialist.




lllinois communications experts wire into local

county to provide critical service to community

Dual
Link

By SSgt. John Fundator
Hlinois National Guard

n & classic case of quid pro

quo, the Illinois MNational

Guard, DuPage County gov-
ernment and their faxpayers
stand to benefit from a unigue
effort to upgrade the county’s
COMMUNICANIONS SYSiems.

For the past few months, the
Ilinois Air Guard's 217th Engi-
neering Installation Squadron,
based at Chicago's O"Hare In-
temational Airport, have been
sending skilled communications
technicians on military training
weekends to the sprawling
DuPage County government
complex to install fiber optic
lines and computer antennas.

Once completed, the project
will provide a vital backup path
ta the county s Emergency Man-
agement Center and improve
communications.

“It's going to open up new
technologies like the Internet and
electronic mail between all the

buildings on the campus,” said
William Faedtke, DuPage
County’s geographic informa-
tion systems and data process
department manager. “Right
now, everybody is free-stand-
ing with their own Local Area
Netwark. This system will con-
nect every building.™

Mlinois Adjutant General Maj.
Gen. Richard Austin added that
the fiber optics project is a supe-
rior example of
governmental
cooperation that
will pay divi-
dends for many.
Not only will
Du-Page County
avoid the ex-
pense of install-
ing the lines, he
said, butcitizens
will benefit from improved effi-
ciency by their county govern-
ment.

DuPage County officials also
are thrilled with the partnership.

“We've estimated that we're
going to save DuPage County
citizens around $20,000 through
your (the Guard’s) efforts,” said
Donald Zeilenga, DuPage
County. administrator.

“The government and the mili-
tary take encugh criticism,” he

‘added. “This is a good example

of how working together we can
actually save money and do a

better job than if we went 1o the *

private sector.”

The project gives the 217th
engineers, all of whom bring a
wealth of technical expertise,
mmportant, practical training on
high-tech systems. And, noted
Austin, projects like this one
“puts the Guard back in the com-
munity, back in the areas where
they live and work.”

Ist Lt. Terence D. Felton, the
217th EIS® electronics section
officer-in-charge, said his team
have gotien a charge out of the
project.

“It's electronics work, and
they love it,” he insisted,

Ashehelped put
connectors on fi-
ber optics cables
at the main distn-
bution point in the
county's data pro-
cessing office,
TSgt. James Pear-
son said he'd like
o see the Guard
wired into more
such projects.

“We, on one hand, get achance
to polish and hone our skilis and
keep up to the edge of new tech-
nology,” he noted. * Onthe other
hand, we're able to save the mu-
nicipalities money that they
would have had 1o pay o get it
done."”

WIRED IN - lllinois SSat.
Christian Almarez (right)
straightens fiber optic
cable. TSgt. James
Pearson (above) attaches
a connector to the end of
fiber optic cable.

Photos by SSgt. John Fundator

Loudsiana National Guard

Protecting the
COASTLINE

By Maj. Maria L. LoVasco

Y ighty Christmas trees that once graced the
lawn and interior of the White House this
past holiday became par of the 50,000 or so

erosion in South Louisiana.

Eighty percent of the nation’s total wetland loss
occurs in Louisiana where coastal erosion is
recorded at & rate of 25 to 35-square-miles a year,

The Christmas Tree Fence Project is just one
unique method used to help combat coastal
wetland loss. The trees that are placed in the marsh
in constructed wood fences decompose and trap
sediment that form growing vegetation. The tree

Photo by Maj. Maria L. LoVasco

fences also break the force of incoming waves,

preventing the shoreline from washing away.
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources’

Secretary Juck Caldwell said he hoped the high-

profile trees would generate awareness. Soon, Gov,

Mike Foster and state lawmakers made a formal

“request for the trees, 1t left Caldwell with a small

problem: How o ship the trees from D.C.

The National Guard had that answer. The 1086th
Transportation Company, based in Jena, saw an
opportunity to practice its long-haul driving skills.

#ﬂmmﬂ'mu;::-m
icopter (lef ivers a

White House Christmas trees to a
marsh in Barataria, La. The decom-
posing trees will help rebuild the
eroding coastline.

Two tractor-trailers and an escort vehicle
driven by 55gts. Tim Smith, Michael
Tradewell, John Grimm, James Robertson,
Richard Luneau, and Sgt. Rafael Comas
were dispatched to Washington — about
1,000 miles — o retrieve the trees.

Once back home, and after a short
ceremony, two UH-TH helicopters got
involved. Crewed by members of the §12th
Medical Company, the bundled trees were sling-
loaded to a nearby designated fence area. It was the
fifth year that Army Guard aviation units have
been involved in the Coastal Restoration Program.

May. Gen. Ansel M. Stroud, Louisiana’s adjutant
general, said the Pelican State's Guard will |
continue 1o support environmental projects.

“Every member of the National Guard is also a
citizen of the state of Louisiana,” he said. “The
environment is very, very important to us.”

w13



~ I STATES

. Oregon Operations
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Ecuador Effort

4

A‘PEASE’ing Vets

Pease Air National Guard Base
will now help provide quality
medical care for thousands of New
England-based veterans.

Portsmouth area veterans used
to enjoy medical care and treat-
ment at the Pease AFB Hospital.
However, as a result of military
downsizing, the hospital closed its
doors in January of 1991.

This required vets to travel
longer distances to receive treat-

ntaUNn
The 82nd Rear Tactical Opera- mtaint
tions Center from Lake Oswego
recently took control of an impor-
tant staging area in Bosnia. Eleﬁllellﬂﬁ
This is the first time a National
Guard unit has taken command of Spc. John
one of Operation Joint Guard's Brannick
key support centers since the (right), a
peacekecping action began. member
The 52-member contingent the New Jer-
took command of the Redeploy- sey Army
ment Staging Operations Center Guard'’s 50th
near Slavonski Brod, Croatia, from Support
the 110th Engineer Brigade. Battalion,
The Oregonians will be respon- goes to the
sible for nearly 700 troops. book before
making a re-
RIRIC OO pair at the
et
Forty-six members of the Vol- Training Cen-
unteer State’s 164th Civil Engi- :;I:*Fcﬂnlil“
neering Squadron returned 1o .
Memphis after two weeks in Ecua- The battalion, |
dor building two medical clinics in tasked to fin-
the rural areas of Latacunga and ish 120 work
Fujili. orders during
With the help of local Ecuador- their two-
ian block layers, and men, women week training,
and children from the local com- completed
munitics, the engineers construct- 500 - the
ed exterior and interior walls, per- most prolific
formed electrical and plumbing performance
tasks and erecting the steel frame ever by
roof structures at both sites. maintainers
“You could just look at the local at the NTC,
citizens and tell they were excited sald officials.
knowing that these climics would
benefit everybody in the commu-
nity,” said MSgt Jack T. Harris.

ment. Soon, Washington, D.C.,
was brought into the fold,

In early March, thanks to a
sharing agreement between the
Manchester Veteran's Administra-
tion, and the Granite State's Air
Guard, primary care 15 now of-
fered weekdays at Pease.

Forty Guardsmen and women
were honored by Gov. Sell Miller
for their role during the 1996 Cen-
tenoial Olympic Games,

Each citizen-soldier received an
) Olympic Law Enforcement Com-
mand medallion, The presentation
was made in the rotunda at the
Capitol during activities com-
memorating “National Guard
Day” in Georgia. |

The Peach-State Guard pro-
vided command and control for
the more than 14,000 National
Guard soldiers and airmen on duty
during the games.

By Maj. Paul Fanning
New York National Guard

When Gov. George Pataki strode into Baker
Hall in Peekskill, he was doing more than fulfilling
a promise to 133rd Maintenance Company soldiers.
He was reinforcing a bond between the state com-
mander-in-chief and the men and women of his
state’s militia force.

Pataki welcomed home 133rd troops following
their seven months of active duty in Europe sup-
porting Operation Joint Endeavor, now called Jomt
Guard. It wasn’t the first time 133rd maintainers
saw their Governor. Pataki saw them off when they
mobilized last June, and joined their families in
taping a special holiday message.

The soldiers didn’t forget, as they presented their
Governor with a symbolic military jackel.

»

“You've been mobilized,” declared Spc, Maria
Roberto O'Neil as she and Sgt. Benny Luchesse
presented a clearly amused Patald his gift.

“Something very special is happening here,”
observed Brig. Gen. Bill Martin, New York's
deputy adjutant general. “The bond between a
commander-in-chief and the troops is of great
value to both the citizens and the force, because it
enhances the ability of the force to respond when it
is needed,” he said. “Such a bond takes time to
develop and it doesn’t always happen.™

Pataki, one-time Peekskill mayor, a small city
located near West Point, was a regular visitor to
the the 133rd’s Camp Smith home.

Many returning 133rd maintainers were also
mindful of Pataki's involvement in passing a law
recently giving all Empire-State Guardmembers
free wition at state universities and colleges.

Photo by Ma|. Paul Fanning

COAT OF HONOR - New York’'s Spc. Maria
Roberto O'Neil (above) presents Gov,
George Pataki a jacket for his support.

1

The ON GUARD
May 1997




{ HISTORY

¢ Celebrating

the Air Force's

50th Anniversary

Brig. Gen. Robinson Risner’s heroic
deeds in Korea and Vietnam did not
come without incredible sacrifice

Aerial ACE

obinson Risner was a 25-year-old parking garage

owner in 1950 with no college degree and little

love for his day job, He lived for the weekends
and the opportunity to fly P-51s with Oklahoma Air
National Guard,

Risner, one of four Guard aces in Korea (eight aerial
kills), learned to fly in the Army Air Forces during World
War [L. He joined the Guard after the war becanse his
reserve commission and lack of combat expenience didn't
allow him to earn a commission in the active Air Force,

The Korean War would change that.

Not only did the conflict give Risner a chance to fly in
combat, but it gave him the “regular” commission he
coveted. With it came a full-time career as an Air Force
fighter jock and a unique place in history.

At the onset of the war, Risner initially believed that he
would be deployed with his Oklahoma
City-based P-51 squadron. When that did
not happen, Risner scrambled to find an-
other route to Korea. The Air Force, atthe
time, was shor of RF-80 photo recon-
naissance pilots, so Risner took it upon
himself to log 95 hours in F-80% in just 25
days in order to qualify for an opening,

With orders to Korea finally in his
pocket, Risner stopped in Tulsa to visit
his family before shipping off. During a
farewell picnic at the family farm, his
brother brought out a beautiful unbroken
mare and challenged Risner o nde i
Never one to back away from a dare, the
brash young officer mounted the horse
and took one of the worst spills in his
equestnan career, breaking his left hand
in the process, It did not, however, stop
him from shipping off (o0 Korea.

At his point of embarkation in San
Francisco, he threw a raincoat over his
cast and walked night onto the chartered
civilian airliner.

Once in Korea, he had to pass a physical before being
flight qualified.

“I convinced the doctor that the arm had been in a cast

for long time” recalled Risner recalled. “He agreed to
take off the cast and x-ray the arm.” The x-rays revealed
that his two-week-old breaks had not yet healed. After
much begging and cajoling, however, the doctor agreed
to replace the cast with a leather sling. Risner started
flying the next day.

“I moved the throttle,” he explained, “with my thumb
and forefinger.”

After flying eight missions in the RF-80, Risner knew
he had to transfer to the F-B6 if he was to get his shot at
an aerial engagement with an enemy MiG-15. Fortu-
nately, 4th Wing's executive officer had held the same
position stateside with the 137th Wing, Risner's former

AirGuard unit in Okla-
homa. Exploiting this
connection to s full
advantage, Risnersoon
landed a coveted slot
as an F-86 flight com-
mander with the 4th
Wing's 336th Squad-
ron. y

In defense of the de-
cision, Risner pointed
to his 1,000 hours of
fighter time in P-5ls
and his rank of captain.
However, Risner had
less than 125 hours in
jet aircraft and no ex-

penience flying the top-
of-the-line F-86 Sabre.
More significantly, Risner lacked combat experience in
fighter-interceptors — a shortcoming that would soon
reveal itsell

On that particular day, Risner was on alert when he his
unit got a call to intercept some MiGs in hot pursuit of an
unarmed RF-80 photo reconnaissance aircraft. Jumping
in his F-86, Risner headed north, assuming number two
position in a four-plane formation.

As the F-86s passed the RF-80, the relief in the pilot’s
voice was palpable: “Thanks a lot,” he exclaimed.

Risner didn’t have time to return the courtesy. Flying
directly into his flight, the MiGs spotted Risner's forma-
tion and turned northeast. The two F-86s flying to the
right of Risner's element pealed off in hot pursuit
Risner's element trailed about a mile behind. One MiG
made a split-5 toward the Yalu. The other flew straight
into the sun and out of sight.

The remaining four also soon tumed due north toward
the Yalu. As they did, Risner's element leader stanted
shooting. Risner, who had never seen a MiG before,
made a cardinal error of combat flying. He fixated on the
target locked on his pipper, rather than on his job of
keeping the leader clear.

“The first thing I knew, big red golf balls started
coming across my wing — cannon shells.”

The MiG that had flown into the sun was now hammer-
ing away at Risner's tail. The two F-86s broke left and
Risner went into a tight spiral.

“I ran into a little rough air and the slats on the wing
which come out to give yon maore lift at slow airspeed
came out with a bang,” he recalled.

Although he thought he was hit, Risner stayed in
control of the aircraft and rode the plane through G-
forces so intense that they nearly ripped his oxygen mask
off.

“l really honked her in then,” he
said, making two more spirals just to

———

WAR HERO - Brig. Gen. Robinson Risner (2nd
from left), then a captain, poses with fellow
Korean War pillots.

While Risner’s held the title of flight commander on
the ground, he didn’t have enough F-86 hours logged 1o
qualify him to lead a mission. Instead, he flew as the
wingman for the lead plane, a job that required him to
search the skies for MiGs and announce, *You are clear,”
to the lead aircraft every 30 seconds.

Risner's flight was vectored by ground control inter-
cept mdar to the RF-80. He remembered hearing the
controller call out the position of “Little Fnend” every
few minutes. When Risner was only 18 miles from Little
Friend, the RF-80 pilot called out, “Hey, you guys, can't

you hurry.”

be be safe, “l returned to the base
chagrined and determined that  would
not forget the assignment again.”

He never did.

Risner went on to shoot down eight
MiGs during the course of his tour
with the 4th Wing.

Later in the Vietnam War, he would
Jwin the first Air Force Cross for hero-
1sm displayed in an F-105 strike
against a heavily defended radar site.
He also spent seven years as a pris-
oner of war at the infamous Hanoi
Hilton as Amenica’s senmor Air Force
officer.

Throughout his career, Risner —
who retired as a brigadier general -
would look back fondly at his yearsin
the Oklahoma Air Guard. He said his
rime there was critical in his profes-
sional development as a [ighter pilot.

While the Guard did not give him

much exprience in modem jets, it kept him flying after
World War Il during a period of mass deéemobilization in
the Air Force. More significantly, it gave him more than
a thousand hours of flight time to hone his stick and
mudder skills -- skills that would prove instrumental in
saving him from disaster during his first MiG engage-
ment,
In short, what the Guard lacked in modem technology,
it made up for in training. Risner's eagemess, physical
courage and willingness to learn from mistakes did the
rest

Dr. Sherwood is a historian at the U.5. Army Center of
Military History and the author of the book, *Officers in
Flight Suits: The Story of American Air Force Fighter
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Minnesota artillerymen go
to Norway for “Adventure’

By SSgt. Ed Holt
Minnesota National Guard

Thl:j" brought the thunder.
Soldiers with the Minnesota Army
Guard's Battery A, 1st Battalion,
| 25th Field Anillery made a resounding
impression on the Bardu region of north-
ern Norway recently after participating
in Adventure Express 97.

The NATO training exercise included
nearly 20,000 soldiers from 10 different
countries in a multinational exercise that
included land, sea and air warfare.

The otherwise quiet, arctic landscape
of mountains, valleys and fjords were
rocked by the explosions of 1,000-pound
bombs, 95-pound artillery shells and the
burst of small arms fire. The exercise also
necessitated troop movements through-
out populated areas, as the training area
included use of private land.

The 125th FA participated as part of its
commitment to & real world mission as
one component of a NATO Composite
Force (NCF), according to Lt. Col. Will-
iam Kautt ITL, battalioncommander. Along
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TOP OF THE WORLD -
Minnesota Army Guard's
Spe. Mark Schmuck (left),
a member of Battery A, 1-
125th Field Artillery, stands
post high above the Bardu
region in Norway.

menl areas and the environmen-
tal conditions they will encoun-
ter.

Adventure Express featured
conflicts between “Blueland™ und
“Whiteland" According to rules
of engagement provided by the
Norwegian command, each side
operated as NATO forces, using
actual weapon sysiems and doc-
tring.

The conflict between the two
imaginary countries was based
on territorial claims toareas rich
in natural resources. In this case,
oil and fish played an important
role in the scenario leading up to
military confrontation.

For the Gopher-State artil-
lerymen, the exercise requined a
21-day deployment. Upon ar-
rival, the soldiers gathered at a
staging area in Setermoen before

eas throughout the country,
For Capt. John Vogel, Battery

with the Minnesota arillerymen, the
NCF comprises one German Army field
artillery battalion and two Norwegian
helicopter squadrons.

" The NCF has as its deployment area
northern Norway, where its heavy equip-
ment is prepositioned for the NCF forces

NATO EXCHANGE - Minnesota's
Capt. John Vogel (above, right)
shares a laugh with Norwegian
Capt. Ketil Blomlie. A M-109 seli-
propelled artillery piece (left)
makes its presence known at
Adventure Express 97.

to use. Its role, Kautt noted, is to demon-
strate the resolve and solidarity of.the
alliance to react speedily and cohesively
0 & Crisis.

“Operating in arctic conditions is a
challenge to our soldiers, equipment and
attitudes,” Kautt said. “Most of the sol-
diers are excited 1o be here.”

According to Kautt, the NATO exer-
cise focosed on smaller, forward-based
multi-national standing forces. As a re-
sult, he added, it is imperative that Allied
forces become famitiar with their deploy-

A commander, the challenges of
training in Norway provided a
good test.

“In any operation of this size, the mag-
nitude of the logistics is extremely chal-
lenging,” he said. “We had a lotof equip-
ment to move. I’s ounique experience
for us to move a 20-ton vehicle through a
small town.”

The Norwegian countryside was also
significantly different from Camp Ripley,
where the battalion usually trains. While
temperatures were similar, the rolling ter-
rain of the camp gave way 1o mountains
shrouded in clouds, deep valleys and nar-
row winding roads, typical to the Bardu
arctic region,

During the NATO exercise, umpires
{made up of officers from various mi-
tions) directed the activities on each side
and provided ongoing guidance and feed-
back to participants.

“We were able to test ourselves at o
variety of different levels,” Kautt said.
“Hopefully, everyone got in on the ac-
tion."”

This was the 125th’s first year partici-
pating in the NATO Express exercise.
The NCF was established in 1989,

Each year, one portion of the battalion
will train in Norway as part of an “Ex-
press™ exercise. Every third year, Kaunt
forecasted, the entire battalion will train
in Norway.

being redeployed to remote 47~



