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Bayou bust nets half-billon

# Pure *‘Coke’: Guard,
Customs agents uncover
4,500 pounds of cocaine

By SSpi. Suzanne Chaillod

r here wiis something a Litthe differ-
ent, pnd vaguely. familiar, sbout
thie traneforrmers that sat aboand a
Liberiam ship in the Port ol Mew Orleans,
e, L Mot only did they differ in skxe
from- the rest of the shipmeat, bot they
were tod on the ship”s load plan,

This didn’t escape SgL
Jerry Y oung s trined eye.

AsaLooisinna Mational
Cuardmember nssigned to
the LS. Custom Service's
Contraband Enforcement
Team (CET), he and other
customs  fnspectors had
seen similur transformens
# few years ago, They had
cmninined cocaine,

This i, Ihi‘:il' suspi-
cions turned wp 4,500
pounids of eocakse with an
estimated sireet value of
£500 million. It was ihe
third largest cocaine sei-
zure-al the Port of Mew
Orbesins,

“We search so much
cirgo ol the port,” said
MSgt. C.W. Wilson, Na-
ool Cogrd CET site so-
pervisor. “Tt ook icam
effort o come up with &
entrmout amounl of cocane like this,
considering the fect that it was a cold hit

“We had no pror information about
thix shipment,” be added, “which makes
me prood of the work and effort our
Cugrdmembers pat forth,™

When the shipment arrived at the port,
customs agents and Nationl Giandien-
bers — ms  pant of & weekly routine -

COKE COUNT — A
Louisiana Alr Guard-
member Inventories

packages of pure co-

calne.

turgeied a sampling of contaimners for what
is called nn “intensive review.™

A senior inspector had potheed prob-
ke with the ship's paperwork and de-
cided that a closer inspection was neces-
snry. If seems a particular container was
not on the load plon, bui was on the
rnmnaies

The oondainer s remdoved (i e
vessel nnd brooght 1o 8 Iocal warshouse,
whene extensivo testing was done. Alter
i local expert determined that the irans-
formers wene not energized and posed no
danger, Louitiann Guard and customs
teams began, the long, tedious and ofien
dinty job of getting a closer look.

In wll, Cuardmembers and agents dis-
fintked nine transform-
iers, each [itted with a
metnl box, aboul thee-
fect-wide and two-fect-
deep. Inside cach box was
between 500 and 700
pounds of cocaine,

“Wedrilled through the
steel and came op with
white powder,” recalled
SMSgr. Ron Alexis, the
district supervisor for all
Guardmembers who sup-
port U5, Costoms, “We
knew then we had & good
hit ... I can'i tell vou how
good that feels.”

“I all the connterdmg
MASEIDNE We SUppor,
cargo inspection has o
be one of the beast glom-
orous,” repanied Li. Col,
Larry DeBlieux, the Peli-
can  State  National
Giuard" s counterdnig task
force coordinmior; “Day after day, our
Guardsmen inspect cargo boping one day
to discover something big. This sort of
payedT makes this mission essential.”

The Customs® CET B supporied by
M5gt. Clarence Wilsan, S5 Pat Tyrrell,
Sgts, Emmit Brown, Simmie Brown, Paul
Dey and Jerry Young, Spe. John Carter
and Sri. Tnson Homee.
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Cpl. Gary Leshovsky (left), & Stinger

gunnor, and Cpl. Randy Kennedy, a craw
chiet, both members of the Minnesota

Guard’s Battery C, 151 Battalion,
216th Air Dafense Artillery, prepare to
launch a Stinger missile while training at
Fart Bliss, Texas.
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Great Gopher

I appiaud your selection af the ar-
ticle antithed *"The MNext Best Thing,™
mboat Minnesota Army Choard CWi0-
Don Abrnms, a Huey instructor pilot
with Compary A, 2nd Battalion, 147th
Awvintion,

I have served with CWO4 Abrams,
and he is probably the finest aviaror
with whoim I have had the pleasure of
fiving: Mr. Abrams has continaally
tried 1o impart his knowledge of combat
opemtions 1o young avisiors, as well s
crew members,

He is a great soldicr. Thanks for
giving him ihe attention he richly de-
HOTVES,

MSgt. Dovid B. Berrisford
Minneroia National Guard

Mission Nearly Impossible

Have you ever had one of those
days? Then imagine o week of it

You are one of 15 Maryland Army
Goprdsmen snd women - members of
Company C, T20th Support Batalion in
Catonsville - headed 1o the Domimican
Republic 1w reach cardiopulomonnry
resuscitation (CPR) ond airway man-
BEEmEnt.

Everyihing was going fine, Yoo
didn't get sick from the altitude or
aifine food, and were blessed enough
upon your srrivel 1 have the LS. Navy
provide slecping quaners, meals and
pome genuine hospiinlity,

GUARD7 221

Then it happened, The supplies that
were o amive hefone we did, got stock
in customs = three hours away,

We then learned that there was o rmix
up and the classes would start late.

The transportation, promised by our
Dominican hosts, was a no show, Did 1
mention we were left to sleep in a 1ent
an i beach with the Atlantic Ocemn
knocking oatuide o doos.

This sesr dissoisr was mmed inoa
imnmph, thanks 1o the lesdership and
resourcefulness of 1st Li Elisse Brown
and 55p1. Jeffrey Tebay,

Although ihings didn't go sccording
1o plan, the goal 1o puss on critical
lifesaving skills was met. Also, kind-
heanied soldiers like Spe. Mina Craig
and Spe. Gabriclia Smith volunieered to
o o & local fire department to teach
CPR.

The Guardmembers who teught in
the Domimican Republic ane proof that
defeat, or the illusion of failure, is only
iemporary, These medics — some of the
same who deployed 1o Equador ind
year —ignored their own plight, but not
the suffering of a country less fortunuse.

I've seen pain and have witnessed the
hurt behdnd the eyves of so many people.
But there 5 no &ight as beantifol, or so
humbiing, a5 a penen who sheds leas
for others.

The men and women, mothers and
fathers, hushands and wives that make-
up Company C are not great becouss
ithey possess lifesaving skills; they ane
heroes pnd hemines becanse they bave
ithe henrt to bear the paim that comes
with i

Spe. C. Holton
Maryland Netfonal Guard

Jersey 'Bennie’

I enjoy reading your newspaper. It
has some very interesting aticles,
There was &n article in the September
issue, referencing Delaware National
Gatard’ s free tuition program. It men-
thoned thal Delaware was the fira simte
to pffer this program o oul-of-staie
nismbsery,

Just to clanify, Mew Jersey has of-
fiered free fuition since 1991, and has
Oever haen residency requirement.

Nev Jersey National Guard

Commanding Correction

The Ariny Nattonal Guard's 37th
Armor Brigade, commanded by Col.
Tod Carmony, was incorrectly identi-
fied in the September anticle, “Training
s Nations,” as being from Minnesota
The unit aetually is headguartered in
Mowrth Canton, Ohio.

In his civilinn occupation, Cammony
i president-freisarer of 'Wayne Mutual
Insurance Company,

Spc. Steve Toth
Ohsio National Guard

BLE AR FATESE R

Levrers Poucy:

You may FAX your 'Letters to
the Editor” to DSN T61-0732 or
mm-um Lotters can be
mailed to: NGB-PAIL-C, Park Cen-
ter [V - Sulte 450, 4501 Ford Ave.,
Alaxandria VA 22302, Our e-mall:

malthanerj@ngb.ang.al.mil
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By Lyvle Fargubar

mmmnenns o ideas Haruha o noatfani el

“Our survival training has suffered a temporary setback since the last budget cut.”
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= WMD Doers

- McTu_Eua Milestone

* Honduras Helpers

Terrorism response tested WIS

W Keystone Crisis: Major exer-
cise introduces Pennsylvania Guard
to Weapons of Mass Destruction

By Spe. Steve Henshow
Pennsylvania National Guard

T he Pennsylvania National Guard has participated
in one of the first mijor exercises to test the level
of coordination between civilian and military
agencies in responding to g ter-
rorist mtisck involving chemi-
cal, bigdogical and ather weap-
ons of mass destruction
(WHDG
The September 15-17 exer-
cise in Philadelphis veas jusi the
second of 120 1o be held in the
largest ULS. cities as a require-
ment of 1997 legiskation to en-
hance the capability of federnl,
stte and local emergency re-

P'I'ml-.rpum John Makiia

Memaorial Hall in the city’s Fairmount Park. Two mock
chemical devices were activated during a simulated fupd-
maising brunch, prompting emergency calls and trigger-
ing the initial response by specially trained city fire
personnel. Role players feigned death or illness, forcing
quick action from firefighters and police to contain them
and prevent the spread of contamination.

About 15 soldiers from the Guard's 128th Chemical
Company in Philadelphin rolled onto the scene in full
protective gear. Their job was to help identify agents,
recommend counteractions, and provide decontaming-
Hon equipment.

Otber soldiers from Pennsylvania®s 56th Brigade, 28th
Infantry Division, manned the Guard desk st the city's
: emergency operations center,
aned the Guard's own EOC was
simulsied st Memordal Hall,

Plamning began in Sepéeimn-
ber for n similar exercise o be
held in Pittsbuggh in 1999, ac-
cording to Mdntason, In addi-
tion, as part of the larger -
ey to emprove the pation” s ghil-
ity b respond G0 termonisl at-
tack, special MNatkonad Clumnd
units are now being formed for

sponders, scoonding o Col. Ri-
chard Matnson, the Pennsylva-
nta Cigiid” s WMD program co-

LHEMIGAL CHECE = A mambar of
Pennsylvania's 128th Chemical
ny lasts the effectiveness of a

each of the 1en Foderal Emer-
gency Management Agency re-
glons,

ordinator,

A year in planning, the full-
mulu:ﬂumwﬁmgmdmuﬂﬂlhcdl}- H-"E!-].'."I’JIIH
capability and improve familiarity and cooperation be-
tween the city and state and federal agencies. It also
reinfiorced special tratning recenily provided through the
Department of Defense Domestic Preparedness Pro-

gram.
“The solid working relationship we're building be-
tween the military and civilion sectors will belp ensure
4 coondinated response 1o any chemical or biological
incident that might arise,” Matason said
The Philadetphia soaarko ciilmtimied i and mound

Compa
dnwntumlmﬂmpﬂm

Each unit will consist of 22
full—umﬂﬂumﬂpnmnn:]m'lh
advanced training in communication, reconnaissance
and medical assesement. They will be able to deploy
quickly, assist local first responders in determining the
mature of an attack, provide technical advice, and expe-
dite requests for followrup state and federal military

support,

The units will designated military support detachments
(Rapid Assessment and Initial Detection or RAID), When
lully operational in the year 2000, Pennsylvania's RAID
teamn “will give us the capability of responding anywhere
in the Commonwealth within four hours,™ Matason sakd,

D.C. woman pilot soars into history

By Li Col Phyllis Phipps-Barnes
Eerict of Columbia Natoaal i

ol. Lindas K. McTague
doesnt ke to dwell on *fe-
male firwts."” But when the
pilol who has logged nearly 4,200
hours in six afrcrafl had “engles”
stipped onto her epaulets recently,
ghe hecame the first Alr National
Glunrd woman aviator o do so,
Achieving the rank of colonel is
ull very mice, says ithe District of
Colurnbin’s 2015t Airift Squadron
commander, bt being considered o
good pilot is just as important,

MecTague recalled the duys in the
early 1980s when she and other fe-
male lkedienants would it aroand
pondering their futures; mony con-
cluding contentedly that there would
be mo shame in rebiring os & major.

But the 1975 gradunte of Batile
Creek Central High School who went
0n 0 receive & masters depree from
Florida International University, mc-
kmrwledges that she has come a
long way; with a long way o go,

Aubdreszing a filled suditorium of
wellwishers and histary wischers ol
Andrews AFB, Md. — o crowd that
included her parents and several

members of the internaptionadly-re-
nowned Women Military Aviators
-~ MecTague noded the importance of
maximum effort and ponching mili-
tnry education tickets, The 4] -year.
old alwo believes in varying your
career track.

*Take the jobs you think youmight
not Hke,” she suid. “it will belp you
smretch your abifites.”

Ii"s ndvice the colonel ook 10
heant when she commanded DUC."s
113th Logistics Squadron, There,
she bed the group 1o & superior miing

B See McTAGUE, Page 4

West Virginia and Alaska Air Guard C-
130 air erews, based st Howard AB in
Pannma, flew their cargo aircruft to deliver
mh—nnuhdmlicfh:ﬂmﬂrn.um
dnrmdby-hmku.

Cornel Air
ﬂ;u:dumpmvlﬂahl.i.&.ﬁﬂﬂﬂnﬂ
Command theater airlift throughout Central
e South America,

“We had been alerted prior to amiving in
Panmma that o large postion of our flying
operations,”
said West Virginia's Lt. Col. Chester Sea-

mag, 130th Airlift Wing mission com-
mmhr

Adr Guard crews delivered theie supplies to
Honduras's Soto Cano AB, one of the stug-
ing points for the relief operdion.

"We had 23 plancs yesterduy, wo hit the
p‘mnlmuﬂn;mihm:bmuﬂﬂngm
stop,” said SrA. Neal Ocampo, oo lemporary
duty in Hondures, o

Reporred by the West 'r":q-m‘.n Hm'lmﬂi'
Giwird's Maj, Michael K. Pitzer.

Audit Agency fired-up
over Guard ordnance

The Army National Guard keeps close
tahs on its rifles snd pistols and small arms
ordnance, according 10 o recent 1S, Armyy
Aundit Agency report,

The agency, based in Alexandria, Vo,
reported that a review of 83 Army Guard
ity revealed they “sccounted for all small
m;m:uhﬁmmﬂnrphahu,‘itm
explained in October.

mmfmmzmmammumﬁ
Guard Bureou had implemented sufficient
controls, &1 the B3 units reviewed, to miin-
tin & %53 percent mte of neoamey for serial |
numbers recorded in the Department of the
&-A:m}"l Central Registry al Fort McPherson,

“This is truly good news," said L1 Gen.
Russell Davis, Chief of the National Gusrd
Hureau, who knows that nocounting for
weapons ranks high among every umit
communnder’s concerne.

The auidit agency made its report ifter
fociming on Army reserve companents” pro-
cedures and controfn to make sure small
arms, uminunition and explosives are ac-
mmmdfnrnd;ﬁnlr.ﬂl}lm
Grnicrrd Bureaw,
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Col. Linda McTague

McTAGUE

From Page 3

during last year’s operational
rendipess inspection. Her quick
thinking and decisive actions in
recovenng & C-22 aircraft with
un onboand fire, also caming her
the William R. McCall Flying
Safety Award

McTague was oommussioned
through the Officers Training
School and recelved her wings a
Columbas AFB, Misa. In |982,
she completed troining inthe CT-
39 aircraft and was assigned (o
Detschment 2, 140tk Military
Airlift- Squadrmon st Eandolph
AFB, Texns. In 1984 she accepbed
o special assignment (0 the 94th
Abrmunship Tralning Squadron
atthe LLS, Air Force Academy as
a TG-T instructor pilo.

Two yvears later, McTapgue
tranaferred to/the Dietnchment 1,
Qdih Air Transpost Squadron, to
become a pilot for the Wings of
Blue, the Air Foroe's parschoe
icam. She also served as the op-
erations officer and Might exam-
iner in the LTV-18 aircrafic

In 1983, McTaguc joined the
D2.C. Adr Guard asa C-21 pilot, In
1991, she aitended Alrcraft Mu-
mitions and Muintenance Officer
Schasal nod served us the 20007
chiel of maintenance.

McTegue returned o flying
gams in 1993 In 1994, she be-
came commander of the | 13th
Logistics Squadron, and sobse-
guently served as the [13th
Wing's full-time logistics group
commander,

McTagse is o command pllog
with more than 4, 200 bowrs in the
C-21, C-22, CT-39, UV-18, TG
7 wnad T-38 aircrafi.

Inm 1994, the Adr Force Asso-
cinfion honored McTague and
several other women of distinc-
tion For their outstanding achicve-
menis in the defense of our skies.

B Aligned: Six infantry
brigades make new homes
at Forts Riley, Carson

By Sgt. Jack Siemieniec
Ay News Service

wo new inlegrated divisions were
I formed recently after s memonin-

dum of dgreement bétween (e
pctive-Army and National Guard was
signed.

The new divistons will have full ac-
thve-duty headquarters staffs and three
enhanced Army National Guard brigades
in each.

A mechanized infantry division will be
based a Fort Riley, Kan,, with o forward
element af Fort Jackson, 5.C, lis units
will be Morth Caroling’s 30th Infemtry
Brigade, South Canolins"s 218th Infantry
Brigade and Georgla’s 48ch Infantry Bri-
gade.

Fort Carson, Colo,, will be home 1o 8
light infanary division. Its units will be
Arkansas's 39th Infantry Brogade,
Chegon's 41st Infantry Brigade and
Oklahoma's 45th Infantry Brigade.

The divisions are described as @ new
concepl und will be additional to the
alrenady existing 10 active-duty end eight
Mational Guard divisions. With the pew
unjts, the Total Army will have 30 divi-
stond. The brnigades chosen o compnse
the new divisions are six of the 15 current
iGunrd “Enhanced Brigades,”™

The agreement creating the divisions
wis signed during o breakfns: ag the an-
mizal meeting of the Association of the
United States Army, Oct. 12 Inding their

Buckeye
CARE

saon on Foles and Missions
recommended & greater in-
iegration and cooperation
between the Army's active
and Reserve componenis,
scoarding toaForces Com-
mid officinl,

The new divisions are
expectly ta be fully opera-
tioaal by next October.

Schwamz was emphadic
10 his sudience of senior

mmwmu
FUTURE COURSE - Members of South
Brigade, head-
quartarad In Newberry, will now got Its orders

Carolina’s 218th Infa
from Fort Riley, Kan.

MATES WeRe Thomas Schwane, com-
mander of U5, Army Forces Command;
Maj. Gen. Roger Schulsz, director of the
Army Naional Guard; and the adjutant
generals of the six siates involved,

The memorandum seis basic operational
procedures for the onits. It provides for
command and control, personncl, fund-
ing, training and other Esues 3 well as
mobiliston and deployment details,

Schwartr emphasized ihe |
of "Chne team, one fight, one fure.”

"W don’t want 1o talk about 480,000
snldiers, we want to talk about 1. | million
sinlchers represented in thak roeom, " e said.
We don't want to talk aboat 10 divisions,
we want 1o talk abowt 18 divishons repre-
sented here.

“This is the future of our country, and
our Army,” the génernl added. *1"'m about
as high on this as I've ever been oo any-
ihing. There's &0 many possibitities for
whnt we"nedoing. because of the nesources
and people and mission.”

The agreement is the final product of &
process begun in 1995 when the Comimis-

active and  Cuard Army
leadership sbout working
&5 & leam,

“Cr togethemess, oup
oneness, ivnon-negotishle.
The debaie’s over. We are
together; we'ne poing to work this thing.

“Oime team, one fight, one future’: s
nof just 8 bumper sticker,™ e insisiod.
“It's our battle cry.”

Dne of the two new division com-
manders, Maj, Gen. John Riggs, Fon
Camnon's commanding general, said the
pEw agreemend 5 “win-win" situation,

“Right now my principal focus is on
the training of the sctive component 4ol-
diers af Fort Carson,™ he noted, “In the
Future, [ woild say at least 50 percent, if
mat more, will po into the training of the
Army National Guurd forces,

“This as & unigue opporunily, 4 greal
opportunity.”

Speaking for the Guard, Schulir envi-
shoned more than justa mere mamiags of
Forces.

“We are nol just owilining new rels-
tiondhips with the active force, we e
outlining new responsibilitics between
the Guand and our active Army,” stabed
the Army Guand director, “This is evi-
dence of one féam n achion, working
together for ooe Tvure.”

e ON GUARD
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ABILITY

By MSgi. Bob Haskell
Matiprua! Gurard Brurean

¥ er mother mde her do

|
1L

r Minmie Richardson, was
a single parent, making ends
meet as a food service techni-
cinn o the local hospital and
then a3 4 self-employed hair-
dresser when Stephanie, her
younger of two daughiers, was
growing up on Potomae Avenus
in Wshingion, DuC,

Stephanic had 1 degenerutive
bup discase because of a birth
defect. Arnfritis and sealipds, n
curviture of the spine, com-
pounded her disability. Her
meiher, however, had no time to
coddle her dasghter. S0
Stephanie got on with her life by
liking tap dancing lessons and
by riding her bicyele and roller
skoting with her frends after
undergoing experimental hip
surgery by her eighth year,

Cm Oct, 19, more than foir
decades laler. Stephanie
Richardson was recognized as
one of 17 exemplary civilian
employees with disabilities by
the Department of Defense. Oc-
tober wid National Disabdlity
Emnployment Awareness Month.

The mild-mannered woman
of 30 is a personne] assistant in
the District of Columbin MNa-
tional Guoard's Directomie of
Human Resources, She has
worked for the past 4-172 years
at the District of Columbia Ar-
mory that is within walking dis-
tunce of where she

Yes, she walks with a limp,
Bant she carries hersell as proud]y
a% any New York Yankee who
won the recent World Series.

1 dhichn"t e myself o handj-
eapped,” Richondson recalled
“My mother had no fime for
nensense. She always did the
best she could, and she expected

the same from o, She made me
find things that took me beyond
my complacency.”

iow, Richardson is consid-
ered a technical expert on em-
ployee relations for the move
than 700" D.C. Guord mifjtary
technicians and civilinn
siaff she serves,

She is responsible for
processing new em-
plovees, and she is the
primary specialist for
technician benefits and
payroll problems

She eamed o degree
in business administra-
tion from the Univer-
sity of the District of Columibia
in 1991, She is also o volumeer
worker for political campudgns,

Stephanie Richardson s
nmong 8,262 Defense employ-
ees, 1.2 percent of the civilian
force, with targeted disahilities,
secording to the Defense Mon-
power Data Center,

] ahare Pressdent Clindon's
beliel thal America muost ol
waste the Lalents of a single indi-
vidonl,” stated Defense Secrne-
tary William Coben. “In par-
ticulnr, we have established o

DoD-wide goal to increase our
employment of people with dis-
shilities 10 2 percent.”

The robe models inchude math-
ematicion Alfred Manski, PhD.,
of the Mutional Security Agency,
with a degenerative eye disease,

and terrorism expent Christie
Childers of the Defense Intelll-
pence Agency, an arnpuies wisn
rebics onawheelchair. They were
emang the 17 DoD honorees,
“You have 10 expend more

eneTEY than meost people,” sakd
Richardson of her efforts 1o re-
main productive. *Youa have to
give yourself a good kick in the
backside 1o ged vourself back
ouf there,

"We mury noed ndsistance, but

we don't want special treat-
ment,” Richardson insisted. “1"s
impontant (o put more fiocos on
outr ability, and kess focos onous
dizability,”

That is why Copt. Lanae
Johnson, the D.C. Guand's equal
employment manager, recom-
mended her for the award.

“She was doing the work of
three people carlier this year.
She put the job abead of her-
sclf” Johnson explained, “She
WIS SVED coming in on owr drill
weekends,™

Richardson was the firet per-
son with a disability hined by the
D.C. Guard, said Col. James
Orvermier, the D.C. Guard s ho-
minn resources officer. Two ath-
ers have since been hirsd,

“She is an inspiration to afl
employees,” be said. "She has
brought a great deal of dedica-
tion to this office and to the
Destrict of Columbia Nationa)
Ciuard.™

' —— N T T R R .

Day of the

; 103-year-old Henry Mills recalls days with
Guard's ‘Rainbow Division' during WWI

soldiers nor their decisive actions,” said French Ambassador
Francois Bujon de I"Estang before pinning the gleaming white
medals on red ribbons to their lapels on the evening of the
80th anniversary of the end of “the wir 1o end all wars™

“The commemoration of Nov. 11 is about remembering.™
de I'Estang added. “Remembering our past 50 we can shape s
different future. Remembering the sacrifices of those who
gave thelr fives to defend our common ideaks. Remem

Ry M5gt. Bob Haskell

22 D0UeHB0l

undreds of American doughboys lying dead on mows

of stretchers in 8 French field;  German airplane

brought down by the fire from a few rifles including
his own; i corporal named O°Brien who be was told io follow
indo his first action but who bit the ground and did not get up.
Those, scconding to his son, are Henry Mills” memories of
brutal warfare that hove endured for eight decades since the
ﬁmm\\;‘m World War I, ended with the armistice on Nov.
11,181
Mills was o private and his squad’s rifle grenade man in the
42nd Dr“rtm. the famed “Rainbow Division™ of National
Ciuard whose nickname was inspired by Douglas
MacAnbiar, during the final few months of muddy and bloody
wench warfare on the Western Front.
For that, 103-year-old Henry Mills of Wayne, W. Vi, was
presented the Legion of Honor, France™s highest national
order, ns was James Dunton, 99, of Falls Church, Va., during
a moving Veterans Day tribute at the French in
Washington, DC. - g
Dunton signed up when he was 18 aftor loaving his Ohio
home and earned his sergeants stripes with the Army Amb-
lnnce Service.
“The French have not forgotten the bravery of these young

alzo that todoy's reconciled Enrope wias bullt on the mins of
war,"™

Fromce this year is bestowing the
medal on every Uving liicd veteran
it cam find, the ambassador ex-
plained. More than 300 U8, veterans
who fougivt with the Ametican Expe-
ihitbonary Fordes or in other AlHed
armibes on French soil have been
sdentified so far, he added.

At an avernge age of 99, they are

WWI veteran, this country"s oldest group of veter-
Henry Mills ans from & major conflict. Mills,
whose grandfuther died in 1864 as a

Confederate cavalryman, and Dunton were the fint two
Americans 10 be honored.

“Its premty nice,” said Mills, looking very much the soldicr
in his campaign hat, new green uniform end leather boot tops.
“I was very surprised about afl of this.”

He considered joining the Marines but waited (o do his bit
until he was drafted in May 1918 so he could help plant that
spring’s crops on his family's West Virginia farm, explained
Mills™ son Patrick, an sssistant principal ut a middle school.

He was 23 when he landed in Frince, assigned to the Towa
National Guard's 168th Infantry, one of four infantry regj-

| | See VETERAN, Page 13
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With the fate of their own
homes unknown, Texas Army

flood

Guard soldiers answer fi

victims call for assistance

STORM

Iroopers

By Spe. Anron Reed
Tecxers NWaloman! Clunrg!

dizmiss his battery when the word
cune down to stmnd fasl,

Five minutes Later, he and soldiers with
the Texas Army Guard’s Bagery E, 1 32nd
Fleld Artillery were making plans o de-
plov 1o fliood-raveged Mew Braunfels.

They joined mone than 420 Lone Star
State Army Guand soldiers ordered 1o
sinte active duty o help local law en-
forcement pod cmergency response offi-
cinls denl with massive flooding in a 25-
county mred stretching from the sabe copi-
tal in Axstin 1o the Gulf of Mexico,

Water rose as high as 30 feet above
flood stage along four central Texas dv-
ersin amatterof s, In some places the
Colorado River, usually a tranguil stream
ne0 wider than a football (held. stretcled 1o
maoge than six miles wide.

Twenty-gight Texpns lost their lves in
Noodoaters beoween el 18-2], and dam-
age in the area is estimated o more than
SO0 million. Mational Guosrd aviators
from Austinrescoed T2 poople and Guaond
helicopter crews from Dallas and San
Antonio rescued an additional 60 during
the first three days of the disaster.

Tormential rmins spawned the ooding
when a Pacific cold front stalled over the

] gt Sgl Jeff Meurer was about 1o

Ptioto by SFG Lok Mabes

ON PATROL =Texas Army Guard PvL Jaime
Renteria {rear of vahicle) patrols flooded arcas
for curfow viclators with local law enforcers.

mrea and began drawing tropscal mokstune
from two horrcanes off the west coast of

Mexico. San Antonio recopded the heavi-
est 24-bour rainfall that city has seen
zince 1885, when soch records were firsi

kept.
San Marcos, 8 college town sboat mid-

oyl

Photo by Spo. Amon Reed

way between Austin and
the Alamo City. received
moee than 22 inehes of pre-
cipritarion in just few days.

“Del Rio wos devastat-
inginaconcentrated arca,™
said Texas Gov. George W,
Bush during anOct. 21 visit
iy New Braunfels, whene
several neighborhoods had
been leveled by the rging
witer, “The big4hing that
miaikes this daunting is this
isalong major fivers. | think
the: thing thn simnds oot sre
ihe empty slabs,”

But the governor, who received the
foaerth federmnl disaster declaration for the
suide this year, said Texans are wsed 10
adversity.

“The rains have siopped, e waler 15
receding, and help is on the way,” be

GIVING GOVERNUOR -Texas
Gov. George W. Bush (right)
comfarte Mew Braunfels
resident Sherry Keaberg after
her homs was ruined by
flooding. A Texas Army Guard
Black Hawk [opposite) helps
deliver a dialysis patient to a
medical facility.

sai. “Help will come in the form of
dolbars, but also in the form of neigh-
bor helping neighbar,™

Meurer”s hattery, an weekend drill
in San Anfonlo, were among the
first to nesh to belp thelr neighbors
when it became clear that o major
disaster was imnuinent,

The widespread devastniion also
pat some members of his unit in the
djmuulLPuEiIMD as victien nnd sav-
e 1
“We've had a couple of soldiers
whose hoines in Son Anfonio wene
fNooded,” he sed. “i's tough on
thise guys, and it’s lough on their
[mmilies, oo, Bt theirattitodes have
been temific, They're just champing
it the bli for maore missons.

“Some of these guys will come in
off @ 12= or 14-hour shift just dojg-
tiredd,” Mewrer continued., * Amother
mission will come down, and they 'l
say, "Send me"™

Inall, Battery E soldiers and maore
than 90 members of Headguarers
and Headgquarters Batery, #9th Di-
vision Artillery, also bassd in Sdn
Anoddo, evecuped more than 300
ressdents the Tirst niphtol the floods,
Ocn, 18 They stayed on o help
search for missing people and 10
help deter looting.

“Wehad goys aptotheirchests in
waier, We were stredching the ve-
elckes toy thedr limidts, aned thit makes
you-feel good,”™ sud 15t Sgr. Ron
McConl. HHH, 4%th LhavAriy.
“Then, when it's all over and you
see the destruction, you just fieel
S-'d.-u

As the wiiter surged downstreanm,
additional Guard wanits were ncti-
vated in Bastrop, Cuero, Victoria, and
Wharton, whene the flood crested early
Ot 23, covering almost bhalf the town.
By mid-week, 423 soldiers from |8 units,
eight UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters and
more thian 170 trucks and Humvess were
involved in rescue and reliel operations.

T wis thie fourth major mobilizstion of
Texas Army Matioasl Guand soldiers since
Moy,

*The Guoard has been right ai the tip of
the spear,™ said Tom Milwee, the Texm
Dhvizion af Emergency Management eate
coordinatar. “They"ve been involved in
everything from putting oot fires to res-
cuing people from floods.™

Milwee added that he belicves making
the Guard available early is important,

“I think that this event has shown that
the Guard is sometimes the only solu-
tion."™
Lt. Col. Grady Haddox, the Texas Na-
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Fhaio by SFC Lk hisiss

BRINGING RELIEF - Sgt. Tom
Rios [above, with box),'a Black
Hawh mw nnmrrum snn Antonlo,

residents {tup phnla} mrt lhruugh
the flood damage for salvageable
possessions.

tonal Goord's Plans, Operations, wnd
Military Support officer, said that prior (o
the fMoods, Texas citizen-soldiers hod
logged 7,250 man-days end almoss 1,000
fight hours responding 10 emergencies.

“This year has boen anprecedented in
the number of state active doty missions,”
Huddox said. “We've done about five
Himes ns much os we usnally do™

Haddox ndded that even though wiate
active duty mobilizations take Guand-
members away from their families and
their civilian jobs, most of the pan-time
soldiers are eager to help.

“These men and womnen know that
when the. stile fieeds them they can be
called-up any time,” he said. “They wark
hard, 20-hotr days are the rule, and they' [l
do anything we aek,”

Milwee, the stale official responsible
for coondinating assistance from 31 agen-
cies, said the Guard brings unique capa-
bilities 1o any emergency.

“Without a doubt, the Guard brings
much in the way of manpower and mokbil-
ity, in high-profile vehicles and helicop-
terx, and the command and control that {s
inherent in any military organization,” he
said. “Plus, there are the multiple skills
= the Ciunrd has people from a lot of
differem backgrounds, and they bring a
lot of fanctioaaliy.”

INSIDE the DAKOTA DISASTER

South Dakota volunteers help Spencer
pick up the pieces after tornado strikes

TWISTER
ASSISTERS

By Randy Dockendorf
Yankton Presy and Dakotan

hey”ve received combat training. but they"ve
never mel an enemy like this.

“As many South Dakota's National Guand upirs
prepared for weekend dnll some found themselves re-
roated 1o assist the tomado-ravaged town of Spencer.
Their missson: Patrod the shell of n iown remnining aficr
& recenl siOMmL

The site resembled & war zone. The storm killed sin,
impured 150 of the 320 residents and wiped out the town
wenad its infrastrocture.

55gt. Brion Fejfar of Yanknon's Banery C, 1si Bul.-l-
won, 147th Field Artillery stood

Guard anits from Salem and Mitchell responded (mme-
dintely to the emergency call and were at the scene
within an hour, helping search through the darkness for
victims. !

Although the Yankton srtillerymen didn't uncover amy
dead bodies, one of thetr battery mates was on leave
visited his parenis in Spencer when the tomado hit.

Fejfar said he saw signs of both great destruction and
mcredible courage.

"This has 1o be the worst, most devastating ormado, It
ripped and tore everything to shreds.” he began. “Witha
blizzand, you could scoop and everything will stll be
there. And Noods cauee damage, but they're’not as dev-
astmting as this."” k,

The elderly provided some of the bravess sctions,
Fejfar added.

“There wiis a genthemamn, 70 1o 30 vers old, who was
in his kitchen and just rode out the storm on the makn
floor. Another place, 4 picture window Blew oot on the
panin floor while an eldedy lady was in the kilchen.”

Another family, b in the basamend, was stunned
to find o Grand Am land upside dovwn next o them,
Fejfar anad.

Once the tomado passed, Spencer residents soughi 1o
inke care of everyday nesds. The bank was destroyed -
excepl for the vault which remained intact — and opers-
thons were run out of a house. The post office was gone,
s mail service was moved to Salem. The only gas ss-
ticn was destroved, and no grocenies were available.

Guardmembers commuted to Spencer each day, rou-
tinely logging 14 hour shifta, Thesr daily tasks also were

by pouring ratn and cven slest.

“"We were searching for personial effects so the people
can go in and mhuﬂd.“ Fejfar paid. “We found & npped-
off cover of 4 "66 high school

Johnson said the experience is part af the job.

“It's something you should never have 1o go through,
but we have, You just go with the flow,™ he sajd.

Unlike many emergency situntions, the 147th was not
activied a5 o unit

“They didn’t want the whole unit, just 15 valunicers,
but we got 30 right away,” Johnson said. “All of this
{duty) is exirm, we still have our regular drills"

Some Guardmembers hit the groiind running — liter-
ally. Soldiers with Company A. 153nd Engineer Battnlion
in Wngner had just retumed from a two-week annunl

where i house had existed. anrmaal. Yoo can’t replace
Even after severnd days, Fejfar things like tha"
oo ot oetheer unit mermibers: Founsd Tohnion credited the Red-
ihe scene hard io believe, Cross for its concerm ot ihe
“We arc taking this day by Guard's welfare. '
day. We armive at the home “You coubdn’t walk past
gate gach moming and go from tham without being affered
Ihﬂ!.“htﬂid."Innlh:lmn food wnd drink," be safid. I
only six people were killed. minkes that kind of deal (with
That mure people weren't tormado claanop) easier.”
hﬂlaqhmﬁl. _ Fejfar said he has served in
“I's like King Kong twisted Europe and the Persian Gulf,
mwwmumm - . o but the Spencer tornado is
Eround. dfiffe beca i
Sgt. Loren Juhnson, also of Pholo by S#C Don Masthews &3 FTeR! Berause (RIS 50
the 147th, surveved the dam- ~ DAKOTA DEBRIS - South Dakota Na- "You sec something liks
age. tional Guardmembars help o Spencar raai- this, and it makes you realize
“Everybody has pulled to- dent sift through the rubble of what was how trivial a lo¢ of things
gether, and the people are han-  ©NCe her apartment. are,” he suid.
diing it well. IT a resident needs Afler working the James
belp, we give them a hand. But it 1akes time becanse it's River Moods and blizzard removal, Hober said be is be-
stach a mess.” coming dsedl to dizasier,

*“1 was never activated once (for a disaster) in the fing
20 vears,” he axid, “Now, we've been called up for the
third Hime in two years,”
~ The National Guard was not the only volunteers help-
irg in the Prairie State. Officials estimaded that nearly
B.000 regidents pitched-in.

“Nothing can replace what these (victims) bave gone
throagh,” Johnson observed, “bat (volumeer help) shows
that people do care. [t helps the residents see they aren’t
by themselves.”

While efforts to rebuild will take tme, Fejfar said he

trining stint in Germany when they were called to Spen-  is looking forward to the future.
== g . “It will be interesting to sce this place in a'year.” be
"Ilqlcmmn;hlln&pm.hﬂlhﬂ:lf:uq:hufdl}n said. “This ks part of South Dakota hissory.
they were allowed home to see their families.” said “Ciur nation won't remember this, bat South Dakota
MSgt. Erv Huber, will memember it farever.™
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By Znd Li. Dale Greer
Kentiocky Natimmal Gudrd

he simple plessures amd quist’
I digmity ol Las Penas, & small
fishing villdge by Bcundor, are
n= constant as the Pacific rides that roll
genily to its shore.

A sumamd of rechniodogical progress
iy have swepl over the Nonhemn
half of this hemisphere, but little has
chunged in this Central Amarican

couniry for senrly 100 years.

The resbidenis still drrw their siaste-
nance andd livelibood from the sea,
rowing into the sarf aboard wooden

canises fo cast their nets for the fisk
and shrimp that will por food on their

tables and a little money in their pock-
el

v No one goes hungry, and everyone
has o roof over his head, even if it"s
utinched to o amshackle shanty with-

out electricity or plumbing. The
trwn's children greet visitors with
carefree smiles and wide-eved innp-

help Ecuador

Phoba by SrA. Tommy Downs
BLUEGRASS BUILDERS -
SrA. Damon Hobbs (left)
mmmm
used to build a
achool. 85g1. Tony Long

(above) digs out tree roots.

mmmm&w&g
parents ex a reserved
aptirnism.

Sl erushing poverty. isw fuct
of life. Discuse il poor saniti-
tion mean o Ecnadorian men
never live past the age of 43, und
the cashraimpped govemment is
A-equipped 0 help s mare

-Mecestitied that Amereans ke
for gramed. like pood schoolks and
clinics, are comidersd hensres in
this remote village, and sanitary
pewers e dnhesid of. The mtted

thiat serves as the
town's nuin road smells distorh-
hﬁrmﬂhmmﬂhmunﬂun

of the ﬂ:nlmmudhh'}h-
tional Gusrd have dooe much to im-
prove the living conditions in Las
Penis.

The solficrs and airmen who par-
ticipating in Operution Nuevas
Horizontes, Spanivh for “new hori-
zony, " construcied five schools, three
esecticnl eHmics snd four letrines in
towns throughout constal Ecuador,

The Air Guard contingent,
with 25 sctive duty civil engineen
from Eglin AFB, Fla., was charged
with ballding a school, clinic and
latrine in Las Fenus during its af
the operstion, which began in
April.

Maore than 120 Blise Grass State Air
Gunrd civil engineers, medics, secu-
rity palice, conmmunicutions specialists
and suppart personnel deployed for
the project, with most serving two-
wieek rotations.

However, planning for the effort,

-

hnzmnmrlw yerrs mga,

“l"hhu.-lmmqlum logastieal
exercise,” ssured Maj. Phil' Howard,
the 1230d Civil Engineering Squad-
ron's (CES ) operntions officer.

“We're talking abous the largess
mohilization for the saie of Kentucky
since the Gul[ War,™

Hundreds of tons of heavy eynip-
mienl amd more than 100 preces.of
rolling mock wene shipped o Ecaudor

barge, while ather milltary gear wis
nﬂ!hﬂbynﬂllurg.rmm

After estnbiliehing g base cpmp from
scrnich, the Kenticky tmops begun
CoqukIreckon

However, the enginesrs enconniered
problems getting materials from lacal
contractoers who were supplying gravel
i concrete blocks.

“The contracions hacl it sel up 50 we
were zupposed 10 po over and get the
gravel from therm, but the road waa
wished oot (from mud slides created
by El Nimo) and we hod i go across
twe rivers 1o pet 1" Howard said.

“We hid 1o barter, heg and plead:™

, Howard recalled. *do whatevier we

conidid 1o get neross the vers,™

Howard snid convoys also began
driving along the beach 1o bypass the
blocked midways, but that option lad
perils of its own since the movements
hsd 1o be timed o coincide with bow
pde, Maore than one vehidle got stick
fe the wet sand.

These kinds of hunddhipa, however,
are what made Nuevos Hottoonies
such a valuable trainirig experience,
said L. Col, Tam Marks, the 123nd
CES commander.

*Yiou could mit affoed, nor could
yon ever devise, this kind of training.™
Marks said. *Not only do they have to
design and build the base camp, they
ulso have o live in what they design.
They have to deal with the elements
and they have to improvise to get the
project done, because thene's po hard-
wrare store 10 2o o and purchose
needed iberms.

"Thess kinds of things tha our
le hove to overcome are the
same kinds of tengs v face in

war,” he addod. “Ti st doesn'kget
oy mode fealwodd than this ™

Brig. Oen John R Groves,
Kenmdeky"s sdjomnt general, #
agreed, poting thal an operision
like Nucvos EOREES Bs Ceverys
ihing but going {0 war.

“We have do briing sur equip-
ment, our soldicry, oar imfrastmac-
tre,” he noted, “We heing every-
ihingg that's necessary to cotiduct &
mit{iary opersbon.”

Thie operntion also has its emo.
tionally rewarding anpects,-said
MSgL Pat Flelkds, a | 23 engineer.

*The shool they have now &8
il el meore: than @ shack, so
this new one's really guoing (o belp
them out immensely,” he sald.

Edgar Quinomes agresd.

The 43-yenr-pld father of three,
whao lives acroas the street from the
new school. said be i excited for
his village

“Now thar we have 2 good
school imd a good clinde,” he snid
through an terpeeter, “we can
work 1o lingeove our village some
more. Then nuybe more people
will want to come here.”

SeA. Chirivopher Jackson, mean-
wihile, found atisfuction in some-
thing less iangible.

"Were leaving n lasting impact
o far as relntions go,” sabi the
123rd heating and air conditioning
spocialist. “Maybe these people
will come: to respect us a Hike biy
Fore &% we come 0 reipect them a
ot more.

“You can lready see thot in
their faces, the way they smile und
wave it you,” be added. " And the
kids sre very curlous. They e
petiing a ot oul of this, and that's
gosod becutme the children are the
fature.

“This school s for them."

8 Novenner 19w

In aircraft named for ‘Derby
winners, Kentucky air crews
have fiown across the globe

Birdeye's view

to HISTORY

By MSgt. Betting Pucketl
Marviand Notvaa! Guard

e name “Secretania” praces balh,

bat one was 3 chmmpion ricchorse

and the other is jost & plein old
wodkhorse

The workhorse ia o 43«0 mllary
airplane that one crew member jokingly
says looks more like an obd cartoon char-
ncier than the sleck Triple Crown winner.

“I's the ugliest airplane,” sald SS§L
Michnel Cook, crew chiel of the C-130
“Hercules" tranapon mircrsl | dribded
Secremrinl. Cook Mes with the Ken-
tucky Alrf Guard's 123nd Adrtift
Wing in Lounisville,

The aircraft and ils crew recentiy
Mew seven-himer o Howsnd AR,
Phanams for two weeks of annual
trminmg. While Mying from their
tcinpenry base in Pansma, the coow
participaied in 4 lopg-running exér-
ciee callpd Coronel Dink 1 whsch L
130 air crews provide air transpor-
tion nd logistical suppon for var-
o ongoing U5, military exerciscs
and LS. embassies throughout Cen-
tral and South America aod ihe Car-
et

"It"s & greai wily tosce e workd,
o great way 1o serve,” said SSgL
Brian Miller, 2 123nd fight enpi-
peer, “There"s mof a better bumch of
people I'd rather go 1o combuat with
than the ones I'm wih™

The crew's first mission 10
Panama involved hauling o boad of
suipplies, used tires and several U.S
troops io Tapango AR, ET Salvador,
o pe-supply an onpoing  military
homanitarian exercise there,

With the Might scheduled to leave
Howard &t 7 om., the crew was-up for
before dawn to make pee-flight checks to
ensune thetr C- 1 3 was ready fior the fwo-
anil-n- halfl hoor fTight.

Back in 1991, the wing received the
nircrafl fresh from the Lockheed-Martin
factory in Maretts, Ga. The Blue Ginss
AirGuard pnit has 12 such cargo camiers
in s flest, They are each nomed for o
Kentucky Derby winmner

Oneof the bigzest challenges for Sec-
retariat and her cotw was Panama®s swel-
tering H-plus-degree temperntures.

“The beat really affecis these airplanes’
performance,” said Miller, a full-
timeGuand fight engineer, “The colder it

i5. the berer these sirplanes can ™

Mot being familiar with the geogmphy
in El Salvador, whire a civil war raged
only a few short years ago, also com-
pounds matiers. “You have to be on your
toes,™ Miller asured.

Miny. Mark Suiheriand, aircrafl com-
mander ofd 8 civilian pilot for Undted
Parcel Service, 18 fond of the C- 130k

“I"we (ifwn o lot of different airplases,
bk this s the one thal is the workborse,™
he mud.

The C-130 also iz renownesd lor ils
ahility 1o climb quickly off short runways
mnd o land on kess-than-perfect straps

The plane’s motto is “mything, any
place, any time."™ related SrA, Timothy
Gagnon, o loadmaster, “We'll go any-
where from a 123 000-(od cosfierete sirp
b @ 3 0(K-foot dirt strip on the top of &
erpvumiain.”

In civilinn life, CGogron works s an
pdministmative nssreta il Bowman Field,
i clvilian airpon in Louisville

“| usanlly fly 10 days oul of the meonth
with the Guard,” he sand. Last yeur, b
flew 1o I coumiries

A the loadmanier, Gagnon s respon-
sihie for mak oy sure the aircmil is losded
cormecily and thit the weight s evenly
distributed. He alao s sccountabie for

55 = SrA. Timothy Gagnon, a

mmw1mmmmngmm
helps push a load of tires in El Salvador.

any nir drops,

*We haul everything from food 1o
bomba to wilet paper — you name it,"
Gagnon said. “I0 it will fit, we hand it"

O the Might back from El Salvador,
e -1 30 haslead o Lorge lowd of thres: on
iheir way io be retreaded. They had been
used on milimry trecks prinrily used by
Cuardmembers there building schools,
roads and medical clhinics,

Cagnon ssid moee than 2,400 C-130s
hayve been built, of which the U5, oper-
ates fewer than 1,000, Several other coun-
ires use the Hemules workhorses, in-
clnding Egrypd and many Central smnd South
Americin countries, he said.

“i"s not the maost comfortable airplane
to fly in the world, bot it does the'job

really well,” Gagnon sdded. -

The C-130 fealiies web scating in
which mnkeshift soids ane configured fnc-
ing ench other, with rows streiching
lerigth-wise down fhe fuselnge. The
madidle foor is where supplics are camicd
on rolling pallets

Still, the C-130 crew meambers swear
il

“Ti" 1l e you bome safe,” Miller adided.
“And you can take it amywhere.”

Miller figures he hay one of the besi
ok in the military.,

“Most people my oge, I'm 27, they
pever gel o sod ihis” be sid. “They
probably couldn’t even poink o Bl Salvs-
dhowr om0 mmp,

“I pet 1o work with some of the best
mirplanes im the inventory and | have groat
erews o My with,” he added, “What more
could you ask for?™

Kentocky Adr Gogrd crewi have Hown
tiy dhorrenes of coattries all over the world
In 1992, they flew missions over Bosoin-
Herzegoviny during the rging civil war

“Thene were several mirplancs that took
smnll arms roonds over there,” Miller
recalled. "This airplene was designed for
commibat; that"s why ii’s here. Bul {Some-
one} would have o tear o preiy lirge
chimk out of il to dosy type of damage.™

Photo by MSgL Bafling Puckst

The plane also affonds crewmembers &
striking view, Gagnonrecalled Nying over
northern Kuwalt during the Gulf War and
secing the damage left behind by Tragis.

*You could still see the scorching of
ihe earth from the oil fires,” he said.

He alss remembers the devastation
exacted on Sarajeve’s Clympie village.

“1"m sure it wos o banuizful ity at one
tirme,” Gagnon said, " Oaithe ground, there
wiia a lot of patchwork on the ranways
and the mmp arca from where a lot of
prvortirs a0 prtillery rounds had bit.”

O the Right back to Ponama from El
Salvador, nothing bt beauty surmounded
ihe aircraft as il fumibered sbove Central
America. Prom the cockpit, Sutberland
pointed oul an - sctive voléano off the
coast of Nicamgua, smoking beneath the
left side of the aircradl.

*{ love this job,” Gagnon sakd. “1 can’t
imagine doing snything else.”
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SPORTS

* Red, White and Blue Race in a Red, White and Blue Town

Guard runners go distance

Allen, pistol team
capture world title

55gt. Charles Alfen un-
boudded ot the best military
marksmen in the world, tak-
ing the combat pistol title a1
the recent Armed Forees Skl
al Arms Meeting in North
Liule Rock, Ark.

Allen, a mermnber of the
Connecticut Army Guard,
doesn't believe in “natural

softhall champs
Far a week in late Augun
e than 104 softball ienms
from units across the country
eommpeted for tilles in five
divisions at the 33rd Anmual
Adr National Guard Softhall
Tournarnent in Dayion, (hio.
Thebnplhmmhﬂ:h
divigion were:
Men's Open
st [0fth Alr Refoeling
Wing, N1
Ind: 166th Airdift Wing, Del,
Indi 165th Airlift Wing, Oa
Men's 35 and over
1st: 1715t Air Refucling
Wing, P
2nd: 190rd Special Operations
Pa.

Ird: 166k Alift Wing, Del.
Co-Ed

1st: 186th Alr Refueling
Znd: 189th Airlift Wing, Ark.
3nd: 177¢h Fighter Wing, N.J.
Women's

1st: Ohio _

2nd: North Caroling

3rd: 175th Wing, Md.
Men's 45 and over
151:193rd SOW, Pa.

2nd: 1THst ARW. Po

3nd: Ohlo

at Marine Corps Maratlmn

W Kansas's Curt Rogers,
Indiana’s Curt Carey pace
male runners

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Mateaal! Guard Birein

v truchitiomal Mational Cusard mn-

ners more than matched America's

full-time military meon during the
23rd Marine Corps Marathon on
October’s final Sunday moming arcond
sparkling, warm Washington, D.C.

Seasoned Curt Rogers, 32, an Adr Na-
tonnl Guard staff sergeant firom Kansas,
finished the 26-mile, 385-yard run in fifth
place, beating Marine Capt. Alex
Hetherington
by three places
and 62 sec-
onds, Hether-
ingron was de-
clared the (i
U.S. military
finisher.

Indiana
Army Guard
Spe. Curt
Carey Timished
minth, 22 sec-
ands behind
Hetheringion,
Carey punched in three places ahead of
Steven Schmid, the second Marine and
active duty ULS. serviceman to ran under
the red and yellow finish arch beside the
Mirines' Iwo fima Monument in Arling-
ik, Vi

Both: Guard runoers also beat Jon
Schoenberg who finished 15th und Jed
the Air Force 1o an unexpecicd trinmph
over the favored Army team in the first
U.5. Armed Forces team competition.

Twao British Roval Masines, who fin-
ished second and third behind civilian
victor Weldon Johnson, were the only
militury munners to beat Rogers in what is
hm_‘ﬁ a5 "The People's Marnthop.™

active duty people were given the
American military’s accolades during a
mid-day swands coremony,

“The Marines do a good job of putting
this marathon on,” said Rogers who fin-
ished sixth last year. "But they never
mention the Gueard. § just bike 1o make s

CURT POWER — Kansas Alr Guard
SSgt. Curt Rogers (above) finished the

Marine

point while I'm oust there,™

Army Guand Capt. Rioss Shales from
Louisians took 39th asihe Nations] Guard
tenm’s third finisher. Guard masters run-
ners Mike Ziegle from Wisconsin and
Victor Cuevas from Puerto Rico finished
45t and 518

Oregon Army Guard Sgt. Tim
Vanderyugt, who won the National Guand
Bureaun’s Marathon Trials last May in
Lincoln, Neb., sat out the Marine mara-
thon after cing in September’s Alr Force
Marathon and in the Oct. 11 Army Ten-
Miler, it was explained.

Florida Army Guard Sgt. Kelly Wild
led the Guard women. She finished | Sth,
266th overall, in the women's field domi-
nated by the Air Force's Kimberly
Muorkland.

Satisfaction was the rewarnd
for most of the 13,248 marathoners and
cusual runpers who completed the route
that begins and ends in northern Virginia
and loops around the Washington Mall.
There is no prize money.

Secretary of Defense William Cohen

Iitary Indi B:-.H" Carey
m TLINNET. ana Curt

(loft), between drills and razors, sported
a medal and goatee atthe ‘red, whiteand
blue race In a red, white and blue town.’

wizs the official starter.

"This is a red, white and blue mce ina
redd, white and blue town,” said AirGuard
MSgt. Rob Thomas [T who finished 90th
and ‘who has mn 30 maraithons, from
Pariz, Framce, io Las Vegas, Nev,, over
the past five years

“This ong is different becaie
the Marines make it a command and
control event ind becauss vou run by
the Lincoln snd Jefferson Memod-
uls,” he added*Running by the Tidal
Basin with Thomas Jefferson look-
ing a1 you i8 2 special feeling.™

Rogers got bis kicks duning the
final emile while out-kicking thres
competitors. He changed imto o stiff
breeze and up a long hill that curved
past the Iwo Jima memorial and led
i the finish line,

“l don’t get 1o mun on hills in
Kansas,™ observed the Derby nesi-
deni who is-a full-time sheet metal
mechanic for Boeing and an Air
Cruard telephone technician for the
184th Bomb Wing st MeConnell
Adr Force Buse,

“Those guys weren't handling the
wind oo well,” ndded Rogers after
completing his 33nd marnthon. “In
Kansns we get a lot of wind.™

The shadow of o goates made it
-:.la}' o mistake Rogers for 4 civil-

“'I m 4 part-timer,” be laughed, I
can prow this betwesn drlls if [
want to."”

There is no mistaking his contri-
butions as one of the Guard™s pre-
mier distance runners, He has fin-
ished first among Mational Goard ronners
in five marathons, two half-marsthons
and two Army Ten-Milers since joining
the Guard feam in D550

His Marine marathon time of 2 hours,
33 minmies, 31 seconds was well off his

best of 2:27:58 and the 2:31:12
recorded during the 1997 Marine mun
through poring rmain.

1 justnin good in wet, nasty weather,”
he explained.

He mn smart enough in this year's
sunshine, however, 10 stake a legitimate
claim us one of America’s fastest militry
FLLEr,

I started a little fost,” he upf.‘.l'tmd,
“Buot | backed off 10 19th ag 10 miles.”

He began making his move st the 15-
mile mark, near the Lincoln Memorial
nlong Independence Avenue. He had
maved infoeighth place by mile 25, spec-
imiors lining the route fold him.

That put him in position 1o reel in three
more men during ihe fnal mile.

“Backing off after my fast stan,” Rogers
reflected, “paid 'off at the end.™
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Michigan, Maryland and Pennsyivania
go to Lithuania for 11-nation exercise

ONDING

in the

ALTICS

By 5FC Tom Springer
Michkigan National Geard

personnel carrier rumbles down a gravel road in

this former Soviet repyblic, Overhead, & Russian-
made, Mi-E Hip transport belicopter roars through the
bloc Baltic gky.

To the American military, such vestiges of the old
Warsaw Pact are a familiar sight. For decades, 1.5,
forces have stodied tanks and mircrafl like
these 1o locate their weak points.

Yot on this summer day, the BTR-60s and
Mi-Bs carry oot adversaries but friemds:
Lithuanizn soldiers, along with Army Gunsd
infantrymen from places 1ke Alioona, Penn.,
Crrand Rapids, Mich,, end Baltimore, Md,
Andl ot nearby Klaipedn airport, paratroopers
from the PennayIvania Army Guard wre board-
ing a Russian-made AN-26 tmmsport to mike
an histonic jump withairbpme compades from
Lithuoania, Latvinand Estonds, Meanwhile, at
Siaulind Erpor, abowt [ 20 miles away, Mary-
landd Aky Maotional Caard crews withthe 175t
Wing have parked iheir
C-1308 near bomb-
proofbunkers that omce
e sl sepusdrons of
Soviet MIGs,

“I was in the mgolor
Army, raised as a
(former Prezident
Ronald) Reagan sol-
dier.,” related Penn-
sylvania’s  5S5gt.
Stephen Kelley. "It is
amazing to sece the
troops and the equip-
meni we were tmined 1o recognize as the enemy. Now,
we're working together, sharing tactics and expericnces.”

What readhs like the plot from a Tom Clancy novel gone
awry was in fact business as usual doring Baltic Chal-
lenge 98, a two-week humanitarian and peacekeeping
exercise beld in Klnipeda, Lithuania that invol ved mone

I ike o Cold War apparition, 5 BTR-60 armored

than 5,000 plr, naval and ground forces from 11 coun-

tries. It was the largest exercise of its kind ever held in the
former Soviet repablic.

“We ane here for a common purpose,” sasd Moj. Gen.
Jonas Andriskevicius, Lithuanian Defense Forces come-
mander, “To train hard and well in peacekeeping:™

Baltic Challenge 9% was the Last, and largest, in a serics
of three annual exercises. Baltic Challenge 96 was held
in Latvia and drew S00 participants from four countnes,
Baltic Challenge 97 ok place in Estonia and atimcted
more than 2800 trocps from eight countries.

In additdon to the United States, participating nations
this year inchuded Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Swe-
den.

Thix year's trainkng scennrio wis based on a fictional
earthquake that struck the country of “Westland.™ Stabi-
lixing this Baltic nation required coordination between
gir, lond and naval forces. Troops wene sent (o nestone
order and secure roadways. Planes ohd helicopters fer-
ried military personnel and simulated casmulties, CMT-
shiwre, minesweepers from Poland, Genmany and Estonia
cheared the harbor. The UL.S.N.S. hospital ship Cowmyfor,
the world's largest hospital ship, lny st anchor in Klakpeda
hairbeor jo trear “injored” civilinns snd mifitary who wers
nirdifted aboard doring medical evacun-

of parumilitary thugs who had set up thelt own romdblock
on 4 public highwny. Dressed in Battle [ress Uniforms
and old sweatshires, they harassed the Swedish soldiers
wih came 1o di them.

“The LLM."s here to make war, not pesce,” shouled an
anirun bk luirm '!.ll"hl-,l don’t you go home? We don't
wani you here,™

The Swedes tried 1o use negotistion ctics, Bul ten-
sions escalated, and mock sniper fire eraped from the
wonds nearby. The Swedes returned fire, aiming low as
i il bt Tatnd wounds, and “injured” two Amerkcoma,
Ploying their role to the hili, the wounded soldiers
screamed and writhed as thoy were dmgged swny.

*The checkpoinis provide mealistic training for the

troops,” said Maj. Ketil Siokkan, a

tioe roiming: Morwegion Army observer, “IUs im-

For ground forces, the tmining cen- BALTIC WARRIORS - portant torotate the troops through all
tered n.lml.mi the 7ih thngﬂm BﬂLlT wh Mm':""h-ﬂwf'ﬂh the stations so they can get the full
m.sfmmﬂmmﬂmmé inLithunaniaduring Baltic  ““FCTLT ¢ troops the presence of
spent their first week conducting hands-  Challenge 98. civilians in and around the training

on train tradning. The courses, guided by
instructors from different nations, taught
skills such o3 land mine swmreness,
counler-sniper techniques, riot control
and checkpodnt operations,

For hard-charging soldiers, training
for a peacekeeping mission does require
an pititude adjustmenl.

*“It's difficult to go from the mindsst
of shooting af peopls o putiing your

surrounded by U.S. and foreign

arm around sormeodne 2nd caning for them,™ sadd SFC Earl
Jenkins, NCO-in-charge of the 30-member Michigan
Army Guard contingent who deploved for Baltic Chal-
kenge.

*Youmight come on a minelield and have iodeal with
scired people, crazy people, wounded people,” Jenkins
related. “And yoo still have to worry aboul security
because there’s mines in the arca. Peacekeeping can
really be 8 sophisticated  type of warfighting.”

“Driplomacy over firepower,” added Maryland Army
Guard 5pe, Joseph Goreis. *The training hos been really
beneficial in strelching us to our lmits,™

In week two, the troops traveled (o4 severl-thousund-
#cre. prea near Kinipeds for o field taining exercise.
During stmulwied encounters, they practiced the peace-
keeping skills they learned during the previous week.

A squad of Michigan Guardmembers played the role

Photo by Spe. Jell Smith

Photos by Thgt. Ed Bard

FREE STATE FLIEAS—A Maryland Air Guard C-
130 {above) flies over the Baltica. Maryland Alr
Guard Maj. Willlam Schneider (insat, right),

crewmembers,

|jots down some notes before a mission.

urey enhanced realisn All the activ-
ity also atracted n steady suream of
ingueisitive local children

“{The youngsters) got in the way a
little bit,” reponied Pennsylvania Spe.
George Taylor, “hut it would be the
same way in @ real situation.”™

Michigan's SFC Earl Jenkins

agreed.

“Ome of the madblocks we sct op
wis on a publc side street. We wene
holding up traffic, but | didn’t see any
rwsiorisis get angry, Try getting away
with that in downlown CGrand Rap-
hds."™
Lungusge barriers also can be a source of
frustration, unless, of course, you're Spe.
Wikliam Andersen, 1 Mary lund Asmy Gusrd
infuniryminn. who speaks four longuages.
While other citizen-soldiers relied on voice
inflections and hand signals, Andersen; who
is working on a Ph.Ib, in compute sclence ot
the University of Maryland, engaged his
foreign comendes,

“The Lithuaniin soldiers understand me."”
hie said, “1 guess that's what counts,™

Alihough Baltic Challenge broaghi new
troining expericnces, the, Mational Guard’s
role in the exercise hns expanded beyond
midlitary mansevers. Michigan's Maj. James
MeCrone escorted a 30-member delegation
from his state that included business, mili-
tary and legislative lenders.

Duve O Leary, owner of o Lanking paint
company, is mow working with & manofac-
turer from Latvia to provide assistance in
setting up s paint company, 0 Leary's Latvian
counterpan visited Langing inmid-Augusito
learn more about the paint business.

In addition. a captain from the Michigan Siate Police
was senl overseas to help Latvia develop a natiopal
CMETEEncy operalions center.

*The Guardmembers reflect everything in society: the
business, religious and govemmental aspects,” MoCrone
said. “Oar purpose is not only to build military relation-
ships, but promote the kind of strong socicty and economy
that supponts democrcy.”

Maryland (Estonia), Michigan (Latvia) snd Pennsyi-
vmuﬂJﬂlumnlmmgMHumﬂﬂmﬂ RN
zations that maintain State partnerships with the fledg-
ling democrcics of Eastern Europe and Eumsia

Pennsylvania s Spe. Jeff Smith and Maryland s Capr.
Michele Murray and Sgr. Cesar . Soriano contribuied
I this article.
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Califormia Air Guard MSgt. Mike Dunn, o
KC-135 sratotanker boom operator, few his final
Might Sept, 12. A member of the 163nd Air Refu-
eling Wing hosed at March Air Reserve Base,
Druren was dovsed with o ceremonial bucket of
waler apon exiting the aircraft by fellow wing
member SMSgt. John Walund,

Al the armory named for him, Retired Maj.
Gen. Maurice “Dana” Tawes presented o scholar-
ship, also named for him, to Maryland Army
Chuard Spc. Ken Christian, a member the 122%h
Transportation Company.

Christinn, wh transferred from the Virgin
Islands Mational Guard to Maryiand in 1992,
received § 1,000 o continue his studics at the
Univemity of Maryland. He is entering his senior
vear as o business management major.

The Tawes Scholurship was established as o
higher education incentive.

“Thir scholarship is my way of saying thank
yoir,” Tawes said. “It is also an act of solid sup-
port [or the citinen-soldier who is always ready o
serve his country af & momeni’s notice.” .

Tawes began his loog career in the Maryland
National Guard in 1931 as a 17-year-old private.
He was commissioned in Angust 1940, and in-
ducted into federn] service along with the entire
20th Infustry Division on Feb, 3, 1041, °

After the war, Tawes rejoined the Moryland
Army Guard as o major. In 1963 he became the
commander of the 2%th Infantry Division"s 15t
Brigade. A year luter he wos promoted 1o briga-
dier . He retired in 1973,

The Maryland National Guard Armaory on Main
Sireet in Crisfield is named in his honor.

58gt. Gary Poncia, o member of the Maho Air
Guard's 124th Wing, eamed the Idabho Cross for
belping save the life of sn elderly man.

In March, while stopped at nn intersection in
souihwest Boise, Poncin saw o car crash
& wire fence and comie 10 a stop in a field. He mn
to the corto find the drves, o man in his Inte 704,
unconscious and not breathing. With the help of
twir ather men, he removed the victim from his
car and placed him on the ground. Once his head
was moved. the man started bo breathe and re-
pained consciousness,

Poncin credited the emergency medical training
he’s received in the Air Guand for helping.
uﬁ"m Self-Ajd and Buddy Care class really paid

. e .

The Idaho Alr Guard”s 189th Airlift Squad-
ot & =130 unit since Spetember | 996, hog
camed its" Govemnor's Qutstanding Unit Awnnd,
* Less than two months after the 189th received
it first mircruft, erews New disaster reliel mis-
sions in stake, carrying 700 passengers and 46
tons of equipment in and ot of fiooded and
snow-bound Idaho communities.

Ouside Tdaho, 189th crews ferried 25 tons of
hay o starving cattle isolated by record know
fabls in New Mexico. They also delivered several
California Condors, en endangered species. 1o the
Warld Center for Birds of Proy in Boise.
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A group of Guardmembers from the Connecti-
cut Air Guard's 103nd Fighter Wing built an
access ramp for retired SMSgL Bill Zybura.
“You can’t believe how great it is o be able (o
get out and aroond again.” said Zybura, who .
retired from the 103nd"s Life Support shop after
30 years of service. “This is the greatest thing
thui's happened to me in o long time."”

Recent health problems had left Zybum con-
fined i & wheelchair and limitad his access o the
outside world, i Y
Infornsed of Zybura's plight, retired Maj. Fred
Micton gathered donstions from unit members
Volunteers CMSgr. Tim Seitr,

Huavens, SM35gt. Ron Simons, TSgl Jim Ranney,
TSgl Russ Wheeler, TSgt. Greg Edgerly, SSp1
Mike Gognon, 55gt. Alex Kajlik and SSgt
Sharon Horan built the ramp,

Cct, I7 was a big might for the Maine Na-

tional Guard. That made it 2 big night for the

Maipe State Select Honor Guard,

Honor Gunrd members spent seven weeks

Mﬂmmn Tﬂﬂ]lnﬁu. i
y the grand
of the remodeled Augusta State Armory.,

Eighteen men and two women volunteers make

the Maine Army Guard’s honor geard tesm

stucied doeens of movey by the € And
Anfantry Regiment in Washington, D.C. Those
0d Gunrd™ soldiers guard the Tomb of the Un-
knowns at Arlington National Cemetery.

“We study video tapes of them guanding the
tomb and inspecting arms and marching st funer-
ails,"” said SPC Frank Norwood, who has led the
team for the last six years, “We ry 1o do every-
thing 1o their standard *

A place to honor those whe served in war, and
those “who are prepared o go™ was dodicated at
the Ohio Veterans Plaza located on the grounds -
of the State Capitol in Columbus.

The memaorial is comprized of large stone walls
in ‘a semni-circle fashion on each end of the east
tide of the Statehouse. The walls ure inscribed
with a collection of 70 actual letters sent bome to
loved ones by soldiers serving overseas during
warthme, A berween the stones recog-
mizes each county in the state of Chin.

New Hampshire Air Guard SrA. Cralg Moody
and u Germnan shepherd, named Hanna, are mak-

ing hisiory,

A member of |57th Air Refucling Wing's
security forces squadron, Moody was selected 1o
handle the state's firsi police K-9.

Hannn and her handler have recovered more
than $E0,000 in Megal drugy and made between
20-25 drug-relmed seirures since February,

Moody said that Hanna has been used at U.S.-
Canida border, along highways, at airports, in
schools and prisons fo look for drugs.

“Hanna came to the Guoard with little cost and
she stays with me ot my home"™ snid Moady. “In
her shon time with the Air Goard she has more
than quidrupled her investment.”

1
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EYEING BADGE -~
Minnesota PFC Troy

Mirinesota soldiers test for
Expert Infantry Badge

By Maj. Pauline Geracl
M i sote Mational Gumed

ome soldiers who have camed o
S Combai Infaniry Badge have iaken

catling it o "Lenrmer's Permit™

The Expert Infantry Badge, or EIB, isa
different story altogether. Oaly one in 10
infantrymen and special forces. troops
selected 10 compele for it, ever pass the
el fest.

Despite these odds, for the first time in
nearly o decmile, the Minnesola Army
Mathonal Guard tested hardened soldiers

Brignde 34th Infantry Dhvision,
headquartered’ Stillwater, has
conducted the test. Infantrymen
from the Gopher State’s 2nd Bat-
talion, 136th Infantry, 1-19%dth
Infantry, 2-135th Infantry and 1-
Qdrh Armor participated.

To be eligible to participate in
EIB resting, candidates must be
infantry or Special Forces sol-
diers assigned 1o or atiached to
the testing undl. They must also
qualify expert with the M-16 rifle,

Marmally, EIB iesting is conducted
over five days, noted Capt. Ken Stocon,
the Ist Brigade's assistant 5-3. But to
secommodste Guard soldiers, the tesi
was spread over three drills.

Beginming in July, 42 Minnesota sol-
diers fested at 33 sepamate stations, Can-
didates are allowed 1o rgest at only wo
siations.

The July weekend saw infantrymen
ke an Army fitness test, condoct day
and night land navigation, locate o target
by shifting from aknown point, adjusting
indirect fire, apply camouflage, move
wille under direct fire, e visunl signal-
ing techniques, challenge persons enfer-
ing an area and cstimate range.

The following month, candidates were

byEpr_-I:t'H.m'!'l'-und

EIB BOUND - 13t LL
Jason Gritfith (far left)
charges an objective
while under fire. Spo.
Terrill Schmidt (lefl)
npplies camouflage at
on EIB test station,

o pressune dressing, wear-
ing the M-17 or M-40 mask
and hood, adiminiEtrating a
nerve agent antidote, uRing
the M-258 or M-291 decon-
tamination kits, operating an
AMNPRC-TT rudio sel,. identifying and
throwing hand grenades, employing and
recovening a claymore mine, installing
and removing an M-21 antitank mine,
reporting information of potential indelli-
gence value, loading, unloading and main-
taining & M-60 machine gun and prepar-
ing a range card for the machine gun.

In Seplember, candidatcs were tesied
on their abilities to jdentify termin fea-
tures on 8 map, determing target locations
using grid conndinates, perfonm M-16A1
and M-16A2 rifle fonction checks , load
ared umload & 50 caliber ' mochine gun,
prepare the dmgon for finng, opermie
night ¥ision goggles and finish o 12-mile
tnotical march in thres hoars,

Standards for the EIB test are set ot the
U.5. Army¥'s infantry school at Fort
Benning, Ga.

“Iwent through the EIB testing in 1984,
Some things have changed since then, but
it is generally the same,” said SGM Steve
Rannenberg, the current president of the
EIB board msked with ensuring standands
gre mel. “The equipment being nsed has
changed since then"

The equiprment may hove chanped, ot
the standards are still tough. Despite this,
soldiers like Minnesota"s PEC Joe fnder-
son said the straggle o obtain the Expen

Trotter uses a compass  for the EIB m Camp Ripley, required 1o prove their efficiency at  Infantry Badge is worthwhile.
to locate a targel It also marked the first time that the 12t mooth-io-mouth resuscilstion, applying FIt"s susch an honor to wearit.™ he said.
nize and thank themn and their families,” Davis stay on the family farm. Both wanted to go.
VHBAN pclebed . “Theix 15 what Amertea is all aboat. Amers- “Their mother 1old them to what up and serve,”
cans who nre willing to make this sacrifice.” Patrick explained. “She said she would rather bury one
From Page 5 *His experiences ranged from the sublime to the  or both of them than have them take a deferment.”

mends i the 42nd Diviston. He was sonl 1o the
fronl st St Milie] and foaght in the Mense-
Argonne offensive during the war’s final month.

The 42nd was formed in August 1917 from
INathomal Guard units from 26 siales and the
District of Columbia. [t became ooe of the Firs
Waorld War's legendury outfits. It lives on loday
ms-an Army Mational Guard mechanized mfamry
divigion in Mow York, New Fersey, Vermont
and Mussachusets,

“In 1917 and 1913 these two gentlemen, Mr.
Mills and Mr. Dunton, went out and did their
country & greal service,” ohserved Li, Gen
Russell Davis, Chief of the National Guard |
Bureas, who attended the Yeterans Day cer-
emony with 200 others,

“Ii's imporant that we be here today io recog-

terrible,” smid Patrick Mills whose father was dis-
charged in May 1919 ond who setiled inio forming
& couple of hondred scres nesr Huntington, W. V.,
and the Kentucky border.

. He murried o schoolieacher, Willa Jackson, on
Christmas Eve 1941, 17 days afier the attack on
Pearl Harbor thit ushered his country o World
WarllL

There was no doubt his dad would serve in 1918,

Patrick Mills related, becotse s grandfnther,
Ofiver Mills, had fought with the 16th Virginia
Cavalry st Gettysburg, He was caprured the follow-
ing winter and died of dysemery at Fort Delaware,
a Union prison camp on Pea Patch [sland off the
Delaware coast.

Henry and his obier brother Crit were both cli-
gible for the World War [ drafi, Parick explained,
and debated which one should seek a deferment to

Mo one, however, coold imagine the homor of ithe
war in Europe.

Jamies Dunton whinessed it while aiding the wound-
el o8 a member of the Ambulance Service. He Llater
published a collection of shon siores entitled "Cexr fo
Guerre™ ["That's War™), snd he was a Pentagon public
information officer for 11 years under Presidents
Truman, Esenbower and Kennedy befons retiting in
1961,

He tumed 19 the day before the armistice.

“People have 1old me how wonderful i was that 1
served in World War 1" Dunton said B0 years later, as
the United States girded for another amed confronds-
tion with Irag.

“The world needs o remember how [mpsortant it is to
emphasize friendship and unity; to aveld all of this
hatred and violence,” he observed. *1 dida"i think of it
as all that wonderful.”
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* Blackhorse Backers * Volunteers in Bulgnrln * Free State Fliers

Membery of the 196k Mabile
Public Affabrs Detachment werd
weelcomed home Sept. 11 a1
Rickenbacker Intemational Ajrport
afier an eight-month toar in
BHosnin,

The nine-member PAD and its
nine-member sister unit in 'West
Virginia deployed to Bosnia as part
of the NATO-led Stabilization
Force in support of Operation Joint
Forge peacckeeping mission.

The detachment provided com-
mimications support for nearly
7,000 Task Force Eagle soldiers

Troop E, 163rd Armored Canle
alry Regiment, based in Helena,
was activated Oet. 3.

Troop E will roundout the 11th
Armmored Cavalry Regiment, one of
the LS. Army's most famous
calvary units,

The 11th ACRE provides oppos-
ing force doctrine to units training
&l the Mational Training Center
(NTC), Fort Inwin, Calif.

Capt. Michzel Yaeper will com-
mand the 170-person troop.,

The 11th ACR “Black Homse"
has a long history. Activated by
Congress in February of 1901, the
organization served in the Philip-
pine [nsurrection, in Cuba, sguinst
Pancho Yilla in Mexico, during
WWIL in Vietnam, and in the
Persian Gulf,

Three civil engineering squad-

rons (CES) deploved to Bulgaria 1o
help renovate a hospital in the re-

Photo by MSgt Vialaria L Minoc

miote o of Tran,

Civil engineers from Knoxville's
I 24th Air Refucling Wing. Nash-
ville's 118th Airfift Wing and
Memphis's 164th Airdift Wing
spent two weeks in the fommer So-
viet block mation.

Eighe I75th Wing A-10x and 134
airmen joined more than 12,000
matlti-pational armed forces troops
in Alaska 1o participate in the lurg-
et alr combat exercise in the Pa-
cific = Cooperstive Cope Thunder,

The 10-day exervise simulmed
the sume wartime conditions pilots
would face in real combai.

“It"s bom out of oar air combat
experience,” said L1, Col. Jimmy
Carter, 333rd Combal Training
Squsdron commander, *The mis-
sion is bo expase mirerews to 10
realistic combat sorties.

“The vast majority of losses in
combal coma in the frst ten sor-
ties,” he added. “This exercise is
part of u national strategy of mili-

Carter snid such international
SXCICISeS qnd imporiant.

"As we continee bo transition o g
multi-polar world,” he said, “friend-
Iy contact with all our seighbors
becomes more critical.”

More than 1,500 citizen-soldiers from the
Sooner Stale and several ULS. Army Reserve eogi-
necr units completed & monumenin conatruction
peoject at the MeAlester Army Ammunition Plani
during an exercise called, “Golden Kastle 98."

The training, which included building a surge
support base camp and rehabilitating primary plan
roads a the installation, involved Matsonal Guand
and Reserve soldiers from Oklahoma, lowa, Wis-
consin, Minnesots, Nlinois, Tennesses and Texas,
The McAlester plant i required to ship ammunition
quickly and safely fo a military conflict within the
first 30 days,

Golden Kastle consisted of two phases. During
the firgt phase, Giardmembers wiith Oklahoma's
I20th Engincer Bantalion laid 34 concrete tent pads
for the base camp, They, along with Navy Seabees,
completed 16 pads over foar drill weekends and o
two wesk annual I:n::ining.

~ OKLAHOMA

During the second phase, three Re-
serve battalions prepared 8.4 miles of
ronds to be paved, paved 4.5 miles, built
concrete ruck stop pads at 19 railroad
crossings and extended the drive-
through slabs at 30 ammunition stomge
migazines.

Although the work was hard mod
soldicrs hind 1o endure one of the worst
heat waves in recent history, as well as
heavy mains, most of the soldiers agreed
the training was beneficial.

“Gobden Kastle hat been a complete
win-win situntion for everyone,” eaid
Col. David Hafele, plant communder of
the $3.4 million project

“The bottom line,” he sdded, * is we execuied o
total- Army operution, tralned soldiers in their mili-
tary tasks and accomplished the planned word ™

Phato by Jar Mabray
PAVING THE WAY - Members of Okla-
homa's Company B, 120th Engineer Batta-
lion use rakes to smooth concrete while
building a tent pad during Golden Kastia,
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* Remembering New York's

“Fighting 69th’

New York’s 27th Division was wrangly
accused of causing deaths during war

A new take

on MAKIN

ing the artack on Pearl Harbor, New York's

27th Dhvision the first Nuthona! Gusrd

division 10 deploy 10 ihe Pacific, msked with

puarding the Hawniian islands from fotore Japancss
assaults.

It would take nearly two years (Mov, 20, 1943) befone
they would se¢ combat on the tny coral awoll in the
Gilbert Island chain called Makin, It was n small opern-
tion, emplaying enly a reinforced regiment, and over-
shadirwed both then and now by the simultaneous and far
bloodier msanlt by the 2nd Marine Division ot Tarwa,
But the ssizure of Makin, a minor Japanese senplone
base, caused a large amount of inter-service finger-

r

Other things, undoubtedly, infurinted
Smith. He was tnken along on the opera-
thon mol 88 o commander, bol a5 an
observer and lisison for Adm. R K.
*Terrible™ Tamer, who commapnded

jon Galvanic. He also was foreed
o remuin with Tomer off of Mnkin,
while 105 miles to thesouth, fellow
Marines were fighting i desperale baitle
om Tamwa,

The assailt on Makin began Nov, 20,
1943 with & heavy noval wnd air bom=

wesiern portion af the island and partof
the central “citadel” region. They also
had withdrawn one baralion from the
island in preparation for m enveloping
tanding af the esstern end of the island.

However, the hattalion was not al-
bowed 10 land: Pue o the critical situa-
tion al Taraswn, Tumerthoaght it meces-
sary o maimnin g floating reserve in
case fhe Marines reguined reinforce-
el

Cm D1 {the doy following the at-

bandment ihat failed odo moch damage
to the roughly 600 Japancse defending

tack), with grenades, satchel charges
and Memethrowers, the [65th clouned

the island, The aitack was made on the
main island of the atoll, Butaritas, which
resembles a cruich ying oniis fide with
the prmrest fucing west, The island ks 11

By Capt. Les Malmyk
Army Goard Historian

out the palm log bunkers and slit trenches
of the central citadel. On D42, facing
only disorganized remnnnts, they ad-
vunced east to within two miles of the

miles long = and except ot the wesizm
prm rest - ool 400 yvards wide; oo narmow for the
aitpckers to deploy more then bwo companies shreast.
Ag the first waves of infantrymen approached the
wesiern shore of Butnriinr in thelr now LVTs (Landing
Vehiche, Tracked) they faced only light fire because the
Japonese had concentruted their limited manpower in o
central “citadel” area studded with fontifications. The
rest of the island was lightly defended by snipers. This
wos fortunate, because the beachies on the end of
Butritari were practically unusable. Similay, the sec-

‘The capture of the Gilben Islands, codenamed Opera-
teon Gabeanic, wis the first step in the Navy's island-
hopping campaign scnoss the central Pacific 1o Japan.

By the fall of 1943, U.S, forces in the south and
southwestern Pacific were already engnging the Japa-
neseat Bougainvitle and New Guinea, while hammering
the major Japanese base of Rabaul from the air. The
sitack agninst the Gilberts, the Chiefs of Staff believed,
would bring additional pressure on Japan from another
direction, #nd would be easier to captore, uf that peind in
the war, than ihe Marshall Istands. _

The unit chosen to do the job was the 27th Division's
165th RCT (Regimental Combat Tenm) — the famious
“Fighting 69th" from New Yark City — who enmed their
nickname from Hobert E. Lee during the Civil War. The
1651h was reinforced by o generows shice of divisional
troops, incheding an infantry battadion from mnﬂer
historic Mew York regiment, the 105h A

In training for the assauly, the IT fell under the
control of ¥ Amphibious Corps, commandsd by Maj.
Cien. Holland “Howlin® Mad™ Smith, an ill-iempered
andd unabashedly outspoken Marine officer who had
pioneered the development of amphiblous landing craft
in the 19304

Seith wos suspicious of Mavy and Ammy officers
whom he fell were trying to marginalize the role of the
Marine Corps in the war. He had s particular dislike for
the 2Tih Division, which he scerbically suggesiod suf-
fered from “militls-ins.” & military disease springing
from “the entangled roots of hometown loynlties. ambi-
ﬁum aned intrigues.” This, despite the fact that it had

numerous personnel changes since being
mnbih:adln 19:40,

Smiih aleo was critical of ihe progress the 27th mude
i Makin, calling it “infuristingly show,™ 1t was an onfair
criticismy, given thot the operation weni off according to
schedule and along a timeline approved by his staff.

it Ehe infantry fo wade pshore from 200-yards out
Many fell inio shell holes crested by pre-invasion hombs,

Pt eouriesy of iha Malkonal Archies

TAKIN MAKIN - LLS. troops wade ashore the
Gilbert island of Makin during World War IL

Again, ithe Guardamen wers lncky. Far luckierthan the
Marines on Targws, becape the previous waves were
able 1o eross the reell in their LVTS and eliminate thoss
Jnpanese covering tha lagoon approaches.

Adlm. Turmer later wrobe that the Makin beaches were
st “stinko profundo,” the warst he experienced in the
entine wur, Coupled with the Marine expenence on the
peef an Torawe, those benches were the primary reason
why Tumer became a sirong advocate for the develop-
ment of Underwsier Demolition Teams = the predeces-
sor o todey’s SEALs — bo scoul out beaches prior (o
future amphilkions landings.

While the beach conditions did not lesd to great Josses
pmong the attacking Guardsmen, they completely upss
the timetable for anloading supplies. This problemwaould
lnber come back to haunt the Nivy in & temible way.

Meanwhile, the anack on schedole. By the
end of D-day the men of the 165h had control of the

island’s eastem tip, The entire force,
less the 3rd Buttalion and assorted garrison troops, pre-
pared 1o enibark for Hiswali the following miciming.

That might, the dog-tired men of the 3rd battalion,
fuced a suicide atmck by the Japanese garrions drunken
remnanis, an event ever-after refermed ioas “Saki Might.™
Daybreak found more than 50 Japanese dead in and
aratind the battalion’s perimeter, at the cost of three
American lives.

Thse 3rd Batialion then comssed the Last two miles (o the
eastemn tip of Butaritsri, and reported “Makin iaken™ 1o

e Janp Blis ey s tderide — G dead .
The Mavy lost 50 men, mosthy from s turmet fire abhoard
Ihe Mixyizsipd during the pre-invision bombankment,

The warst was yet to come. Early on the moming of
D4, the escort carmier Liscowe Bay exploded when a
Japunese torpedo struck hermiagazine (amnsanition stog-
age room; The Navy, following “Howlin® Mad's" lead,
blamed the 27th for taking their time in securing the
island, thus forcing the camier o lotler in dangerous
waters, Every history written since then, incloding the
Armmy's official history, has repeaied this sceusation,

But o closer look demands that this view be re-
evalusied. The horrible beach conditions & Makin,
couphed with the Novy's refusal to off-load supplics at
ndght. b thrown the Navy s timetable compleiely off.
The troops whe were (o return to Hawail were forced to
siand ground on the moming of D43 while the ships
finished unloading. They were not able o begin re-
erbarking until that afternoon, acritical loss of tme that
probably proved to-be the Lisoome Bay's undoing.

*Howlin® Mad™ Smith remained dissatisfied with the
27th Division"s performance for g long 2s it remained
under his command, On Saipan he finally wok action,
relieving the 27th"scommander, Maj. Gen. Ralph Smith.
His questionahle sction led (o the poborious “Smith va.
Smith” controversy, Bul thal’s another story.

Every year since they retumed from the war, on the
first Fridoy in November, the veteransal the 165th RCT,
along with their successors in the, 1s1 Battulion, 69t
Infantry, commemorate the baule of Makin and their
service 1n World War Il with & beamy beefsteak dinner.
It is & regimental tradition filled with leeghter, nostalgia
and plenty of food and beer.

Ediror’s Note: Capt. Melnyk (= a newly axsipmed
histewrian with the Nattonal Gueard Bureae. He isa 10-
veir vietergn of the Fighiting &9k and wrove fis maztery

Ahexix on the batile of Mekin.
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MIRED IN MUCK — The view
from a Maryland C-130 of
Bangladesh’s record flooding
left many seasoned crew-
mambers speechless.

An exercise to sell
merits of the C-130
tumns into real-world

relief mission

0D in

ry (o picture just under hall® the
population of the US, erowded
info mn area the size of Wisconsin,

Now flood two-thirds of it

Welcome to Bangladesh

A routine exercise betwesn the Mary-
land Air Guard's 175th Wing and the
Bangladesh Alr Force (BAF) happened
wcoincide with that country s worst Mood-
ing on record. So, the week-long Cope
South "98 misshon 10 demonstrate the
humanitarian aidift capabilities of the C-
130 Hercules — the country ks buying four
of them from the United Stales — tarned
info an aciusl moad test,

Mews footage of the Nooding did not do
1t justice; From above Bangiadesh, Mary-
land sircrews were greeted by the stained-
brown with silt, Bay of Bengal. Even
from the cockpit of an afrcrafl moving at

300 mph, murky Moodwuiers the color of -

coffee with cream stretched as Tar as the
eye could see. River channels vanished
with the rising food a the Brah

Ganges pnd Megna fivers and their tribi-
tnries awelled and joined cach other 1o
form & hideous soup of water, mud and

villages.

The horrific sight prompied many in
the well-travelled, sexsoned crew 1o sim-
ply shake their heads in slence.

But there was plenty to do ooce the
wing's two aircraft landed st Tejgaon
field in the capital city of Dhaka. Even
before the engines cooled, Bangledeshi
officers and enlisted men peppered the
Free State gircrew with pointed questions
shout the cargo carmier their Air Force
intends (o purchase:

"What is your cruising speed ™

“How much fuel do you camy™

Such lechnical specifications tmnsinte
into matiers of life and death in
Bangladesh, where Mooding is frequent.
The four-engine Hercules, they leamed,
can hold more cargo and take it farther
than the BAF's currend transport gircraft,
the Russian-buill, rwin-engine AN-32,

“Mutural disaster is something we face
every year,” snid Ajr Commodore Lultur
REahman, commander of the BAF hase at
Jessore, "C-130s will increase our adrdifi
capability o deal with these problems.™

Deatingg with the MNoods aftermath ook
precedence over Might demonstrations in
mid-September, as one of the wing's air-

crewmombaer (left) givea

craft Mew 25,000 pounds of medi-
cal supplies from Dhika 1o the
porteity of Chittagong. That mis-
sion made the frond page of the
next day's Diveka Independen:
with a headlines that crowed:
"LLE. Alrmen Join Rellef Work, Plane
with Medicine Arrfves

Later in the week, both Maryland air-
crailt flew emergency ridions 1o Rajdajhi,
i town near Bangladesh' s western border
with India. After lnnding, the American
crew and (heir Bangindeshl comrdes
formed o fire lme o offiond 18,000 pounsds
of “relief biscuits,™ o son of high-energy
eracker,

All this wok place amid some of the
thickest homidity muny in the erew hod
ever experienced. Forty-five mimmtes of
a preflight inspection wus enough (o soak
a flight suit, Flying in Bangladesh was
like placing an afrcrafl simulstor in o
RIS,

Despite their dire cireumstamoes, BAF
troops welcomed thetr Maryland coun-
terparts, freating them to curried chicken
with rice and a very sweet, hot tea,

Conversation alsn was plentiful.

Given the family orientation of
Bangladeshi society, those crews who
responded affirmatively o Are you mar-
ried™ - usually the first nop-iechnical
question their hosts naked - peceived
approving nods.

FLOOD OF SUPPORT — Maryland's SSgt. Nelson Saunders
(abowe, right) reaches for a box of medical
arml Banyledeshils worked together lw oif lvad a C-1230, A Maryland
troops from the Bangladesh Alr Force a
closer look at the alrcraft their country intends to purchase.

as Americans

Bat the stk of the cowniry s weliang
ebbed and Mlowed like the food walers
that engulied it When waters wene peak-
ing. the govemment assured people that
foiud stocks were large enctigh to prevent
famine, prompting Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to wam against hoarding,

Meanwhile, tent commuonities baill
from blue tarps by flood refugees had
appeared in various spots. Tragically,
some of the tents were eventually over-
taken by water. Poblic health officials
reported thad in reliel centers, flood-re-
lated illnesses, such as dyseniery, were
spreading. The Mooding even Inpped ot
the gates of the hotel where the Maryland
crews stiyed,

Despite mother nature’s introsion, the
motorized rckshaws and other vehicles
that usually choke the streets of Dimka,
wailed through the waters unabaied.

Allthe while, the Bangladeshis seemed
to respond with common-sense prigma-
tism. Many in the crew marvelled over
the Bangladeshi's resolve and lack of
self-pity.

With the erercise behind them, ihe
Maryland aircrew lifted off for Martin
State Airport. their home nesr Ballimone.
The view from thetr C-130 revealed that
Dhaka - the City of Rivers -- was begin-
ning Lo dry out.

Cope South had revealed that an afr-
crafl could sell itself, and its® crew.
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