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W "Most often, we work with Cus-
...... ...... .... ....... .... . tom s, Gran-ex reported. "The

Southeast Air Defense Sector will
scramble Lis, to identify and track
unknown aircl7aft."qit;

That mission has served the I I 11h
--- "Ace in the Hole" Fighter Squadron

andthe ci tizens of the United States)
........... .....

well.
Photos by Spc. Aaron Reed It's the same Mission the unit per-

-is over
forn the si4es of Panama,PILOT PATROL -- Texas F-

16s (above) wait on a ramp at "The 111th Fighter Squadron is

Howard AB, Panama, for pilots part of the'effort to detect and nioni

like Lt. Col. Allen Granger torillegaldrugY traffic between South
...... ..... .....

America A 61,,Ktfltited States," said(right), to put them to work
Col, David J. Scott, commander oftracking drug traffic.
the'224th Operations Groupat Howard

............... Air Base. "They are on-call 24 hours-
a-day to go and verify aircraft andTexas fighter pilots patrol determine whether or not they are

low suspicious."Panama's skie Scott said-the Texas Air Guardstokeepdrugs
unit, nd the other Air Guard squad-
rons that rotate through Coronetout of America Nighthawk,, make-a big difference.

"If you want to put this mission
into perspectivethis is like abi- city
with a crime problem," he said. "If
the criminals know the police are on
the beat. the 'It avoid the arda."F 16
fuel tanks that give the C-model F-
16 "Fi-litin- Falcons" up to three
hours in the air without refuelin-
the I I I th's pilot& can cover a lot of
territory.the'BEAT'

-u- ,wt Making drug smugcTlens avoid that
territory raises their cost of doing

By Spe. Aaron Reed business and denies them.,Qne av
Texas National Guard enue of importing drugs into the

United States, Scott said. And those
or two weeks this surniner, Allen 7 who do choose to use the central air
Granger was one of the fastest men route are likely to be greeted by law

F in all of Central America. enforcement agencies once they
With unequaled grace and power, he reach the Unite States,

and seven other Texas F-16 pilots ruled "The F-16 is very capable and-Panama and the two ocea ,f 4wthe skies ovei ns very proficient in flying this inis-
that wash its shores. sion," Granger said. "The airborne

It's somethi n- the 44-year-old lieuten- Oct. 1. the unit of- 41 -t, , , sector of urierica* s radar is ve y well-adapted to detect, sort
ant colonel and corninander of the Texas ficially converted 66This is like a big ci 'Y air defense system. and track the kinds of targets we're took-
Air Guard's'l I I th Fighter Squadron has from an airdefense Twenty-fourhours- in- for out there.done every year since 199 1, when the unit and air superiority' With a crime problem.- If give us some re

-a-day, seven days- "And at-time and valu-
began taking on the Coronet Nighthawk role to an air-to- 'a-week, pilots and able information," he added.
mission for six weeks each summer, ground function. the -criminals know "the planes stand atert at In addition to the informaijon the
- And it's something he may never do It's the same Ellington Air Na aircraft's sophisticated radar and coin-
again. mission the other tional Guard Base, puter systems can deliver about suspi-

This could very well be our last time Texas Air Guard police are on the beat, ready to scramble cious aircraft, the 111th's F-16s (they
down here," Granger said, alluding to the fighter wing, San and intercept aire always fly in pairs) visually identify the
Panama Canal Treaty-mandated with- Antonio*s 149th, they'll avoid the area craft wi thin 15 min- planes they intercept -- often down to the
drawal of American military forces from performs. In a tran- utes of notification, aircraft type., paint scheme and tail num-

-that country before the end of 1999. "But sition that could Col. David J. Scott Though the her.
a lot of that depends on the status of forces take th better part 24th Operations Group, commander squadron's primary The suspected smugglers rarely realize
agreement." of a year, pilots missionist defend they've beenspotted, much less shad-

Also arguing against a return of the who have honed interception and do-- the air sovereignty of the United States, owed, as they make their way north. The
pilots and ground, personnel of the I I I th fighting s U-Is will learn how to drop since the demise of'the Soviet Union and informatio the pilots gather. ultimat y
Fighter Squadron- the pointy end of the bom bs. the end of the Cold War, many of those goes back to organizations like the U.S.
147th Fighter Wing's sword--- is a funda- Since the 1950s, the Houston-based interceptions have been of suspected drug Customs Service and the Drug Enforce-
mental change in the unit's mission. On unit has helped anchor the southeastern smugglers. ment Agency. If the aircraft continues -its
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10irl just Ab0LIt 0vcr thin(,," said Texas Depariment of
-Public Safety Lt. iMi U7 Thompson, coordinator ofdi as-

ter relief efforts in Del Rio. "TheN've been involved in

soine of the rescue operations zinc', retrieval of victims,Del No's prayers were answere"d with
and thcY've helped maintain

"They'vc becn lnost i ristruiriental in bandling the wa-ter
7 

C7Lone Star State soldiers were dalled on Supply for the, cit ," he added. -Th it's where most of
theit manpoNver has been used.*'

With ad% ance warnin- of vhat to expeci in Del Rio,N
Guard soldiers filled and delivered [3 600--allon ",Aater
buffalo" trailers an(] two 5,000--allon tankers k 4h po-
table Nvater. The Guard also helped 6ring them to locatTORMof
shelters.

SpcChat 6 Lit hrie, a beavy-wheelcd 4 ehic te me-
chanic from Company A, 249th Support Battalion, wa s
in the- middle of an 18-hour shift distributing water Iroin

allon tauker to a local super nat -et paAiiig lot,SUPPORT Despite a lackof steep, Guthrie said morale was high.
"We came down 1wre to help these people," he said,

By Spe. Aaron Reed wipiri- sweat frorri his brow. "If vc were the s ine
Texas National Guard situation, I kno", we'd sure appreciate their assistance."

While Guardinenibers on the ground preferred to focus
Photo by Spc. Aaron Reed irst, there wasn't eriouoh ,atcr- a hot, dry sumincr on the joh at hand- they, adrnitteiil that that the disaster has

TEXAS TEAMWORK -- that had residents in the South Texas border town provided them with excellent. real-world training
SSgt. David Grizzle, an F-1 6 F of De-I Rio literally pra. ing for rain. Local ranchers CWO Mark Crouch, the I I I th Area Support Batta-crew chief, coordinateswith I teven weni so far as to hire a companv to seed clouds, lion's maintenance officer, directed his crews. using five-
his pilot prior to a mission. By the f(Mi-th weekend in Augu r, it seemed that God ton recoverv wreckers with po-,verful winclics, to recover

had sent Tropical Storin Chailey to ans, ver Del Rio's 67 vehicles froin a creek bed and from hencath collapsed
flight into American air space, the civil- prayers. But when Saturdav niolit's sprinkles turned into buildirws,
ian law enforcement ageticies often can Sunday's downpour, followed b a deluge of almost -ct them out to the street "liere eivilian wrecker
detain and search the suspicious aircraft Biblical proportions, it was clearly a case of "too i7nuch crews cau liaul them off," Crouch said. 'Onc the e-
based on the Coronet Nighthawk infor- ofa -ood thmL,_- h ides are out Of the Way the CiLV and other agencies can
mation. In less than five rninute,,, witnesse." "aid, it IJ-foot-hi-h bellin clefflinill Up tile dchrk here."

Coronet Nighthawk o , fficials declined all of % ater I-1-Plied dovoi the u, ually tranquii San Felipe Crouch said the woxk had battlefield applications.
to give specific numbers, but said a "sub- Creek it tributar-,, of the Riv

"(o f 111 c'-'al d ru are ill e Ir
[Ii s the M. TL Yl

QiMnd pilots, I - V' 11 ffii.
Granger, who has beep flying F- 16s for B-V -1 axi_ Nloudav AtK!, 0, e.

almost 17 years, said the mission is an 4, local offici ds ere coll-

exciting one, and far different from his in,, the governor's office,
civilian job flying MD-80s for American pleadu ,,, forassistatieQ.

!P, 0Airlines, "It Na s absolute terror,"
-"The similarities pretty much end with said Beth Ebv, bet Rio citv

an airplane having two wings," he said. manager. '-N'o city can hax"e.
"In the civilian world I fly a large com- the kinds of resoun cs you
merciaIjet, and obviously you try to keep need to deal with
the excitement t o a minimum in that job. li ke Tb is

"Our mission in the F- 16 is air defense The Texas Armv National
and air superiority," he continued, "and Guard, vas quick t o respond.
that's a little bit different than taking III San Antonio, a two-hour drive east of Del Rio S-t. Photos by Spo. Aaron Reed
people from Dallas to Seattle and not Pedrk) Reyna Jr, was getting ready to walk out the door THIRSTING TO HELP Texas Army Guard
spilling their coffee." for another day on the job as a construction inspector Spc. John Williams (left photo), a food service

The upcoming air-to-ground mission when lie got the call at 7 ami. specialist, helps a storm victim load azart with
also will be a change of pace, Granger -I've been in the Guard for 16 years. My wife and kids drinking water. Spe. Charles Guthrie (above)
noted. It's a role that will likely cost his pretty much know what is expected of me." he said. lifts a 55-gallon drum of water Into his truck.
unit a return to Panama anytime in the While Reyna and other Guardmenibers traded their
near future, but could well land them an civilian work'clothes for BDUs and reported to annories "Say we had to .o out and turn-over a Huinvee and
extended deployment enforcing the in five Texas cities, I I Black Hawk helicopters were cannibalize it for parts." Crouch suggested. "Where are
United Nations "no-fly" zone over south- being pulled off a four-month firefightim, alert in San you- going to (yet hands-on training for somethin , file'
ern Iraq. Antonio, Austin and Dallas, that? We're -ettim, it here."

Regardless of what the future holds for Over the next 24 hours, those crows would save 51 Perhaps the greatest reward for the-sleepless nights and
the men and women of Houston's fighti, r flood victims -- plucking five from the swirlin g waters of backbreaking work was the gratitude extended by flood
squadron, observers say they can beproud the Rio Grande in dramatic net rescues. victims. In the parking lot of -.I local Wal-Mar-Cwhere
of what they have accomplished in their "We're folfilling our primary peacetime mission here." memben, of the 49th Division Artillery's headquarters
long-standing air defense role. said Lt. Edward Dextraze, cornmander of Battery A, 4tb battery were filling onel-gallon juas and coolerswith

"This Texas unit is ' outstanding. They Battalion, 133rd Field Artillerv. "The soldiers love it." water. nine-year-old Jessica Govea turned to it soldier
are highly proficient, and it's a pri vil ege It is an rony of floods I ike & one in Del Rio, relief and solemnly said: "Thank you for helping us,'*
to have them down here," said Scott. officials observed, that one of the first priorities is the Her mother, Kathryn. said this was her faiiiily' ,s third
"That's been my experience with all the delivery of water to victims. The rampagin.- waters de- trip to get water.
Guard units that take part in Coronet stroyed city pumps and contaminated the water supply. "Thi,. is Lood,- she said, -Nov , we know the National
Nighthawk. "Like other a-encies, the National Guard has been

"We wouldn't be able to do our jobs Guard is rei Ady to help when'there's an emer-ency."

without them."

THE, ON Gum
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