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H Ehurf'i:d Acres: Area
larger than New York City
enveloped by flames

e

By MSgL Bob Haskell
Neni ol Chiscrd Bareii

elvin Smith began a new job on
K.hm: 30, The Flonde Army MNa-

tionnl Glunrd sergeant walked ino
ihe charred and Blackened sworld of
recently extinguished wildfire near the
rurl towm of Welaka, oo the eastern edge
of the kindling-dry Ocala National For-
exl,

|6-hour crush course in mopping-up
ereas dovastudod by more than 1O fines
thit have lommented desen-dry Florada
fidr more thikn & moith

The aew miwsion for B0 Florda .I'krn'l_'!.'
Croard air defense artilbesy and stgnal
soldicrs, inchiding Ove women, wis o
prevvent new fines from cropting in bamed
ower areas. That mcloded angyther 21 000
acred near porhemn Perry: that had been
scorched by whinl was named the "Hali-
duy Fire™ simee Moy 25, when Memorial
Day wis observed ncross America.

"Mop-up s every bit gs bmportunt &
hot-line duty, becaues i mog-up doedn’|
di jis job, the hot-ling people get o do
their job all over again,™ the U.5. Forest
Service"s lames Sorenson told the Guard
snbdiem: whio he helped train ad
the Florsda Natwonal Gusrds
Camp Blanding.

Enocking down buried
trees and smbthering smoking
roots and underboesh with din
and water becamme the new job
for the four 20-member Army
Cuned feams detafled 1o e
mode areas like Welaka and
Perry in centrul Florda,

But Florkdn Division of
Forestry ofTicinls have known
fior a long time they can oot
o the Guard. *

Phedos by MSgt. Bob Haskel *This is nod the firsi time

AIR ANDGROUNDATTACK-Fromthecock-  we've brought these Tolks io
pit; Black Hawk pliot CWO3 Christopher  thisdance. The Guord hes been
Tenaro (above) could walch the Florida  oar savior with their helicop-
Guard fight fires from above withbuckets of ters and big bulbdoeess inmany
water, oron the ground (Sgt. KelvinSmithin  cases,” said John Webster, the

Nomex suit, left) with shovels.

“I'didn’t know how hard it was goingio

beand bow muoch they were going to push
us,” sakd Smith afier he had labored in
§00-he gree heat (o snulf oul a smaldenng
hiot spot in & forest lavered with powdery
ash. “But | om willing to do anything 1o
el these fires upder control.”

Two doys eardier, he had completed &

segsoned afely alficer ol the
dirvinion’s Welnkn stution,
“We have enough equipment and
firefighters tor handle normal fire years.
But the normal yenrs aren’i here any-
more,” Webster added. "Too many peo-
ple are Hving in subdivisions in ol
argis, We lave (0 have o mpad deploy-

Ml See FIRE, Page §
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GUARD Mait
Outstanding Omission

The article about the Kentucky Air
Goard's 1 23rd Alirdift Wing being iden-
tifbed as the most decorated unit in the
Alr Mational Guoard { April) was not
entirely comect.

Georgin's 116th Bomb Wing also hes
gamed mine Air Force Onitstanding Unii
Awnrds, This unit, formerly the 1 16th
Fighter Wing based at Dobbins AFB in
Marietin, received s ninth swand ia
1995, The unit was officially convened
from F15s 1o B1Bs and relocated 1o
Robins AFB in April 1996,

The 123rd Airfift Wing has reason io
be very proud. However, [ feel proper
recognition should also be given 1o past
and present members of this great unit.

M5gt. Alex Robinson
Geargia National Cruaand

]
Active'ly Agitated

Thix is in respomse fo the letter by a
Florida sergeant who imphied reservisis
{ April issue) mre less professional than
pctive component soldiers.

As a prior service soldier (19659-
1972) and current Active Guard-Re-
serve soldier whio has attended active
component Advanced Individual Train-
ing (a1 nge 43) and two leadership
schoots, 1 was never-more disappoimisd
theen when 1 sttended my ALT reclassifi-
cation. There were 17 and 18-year-old
soldiers — who had just completed
basic training — dropping behind or ot

of company nons; not doe to fitness, bt
i Iack of miotivation. When 1 attended
my Basic NCO Colrse “netive™ NODs
whined and complained openly when
something didn't go their way,

Of the active component courses |
have atended, each Guard soldier
gradunted. At BNCOC, all four .
Cuardmembers that attended mnked in
the top ten percent of the class, with
three finkching ki the top fve,

Traditional Reserve and Guard sol-
diers have done one with fewer re-
sources and training tme than their
“Brothers in Combat,” and have sos-
talned & high-level of eadiness i com-
bat and sopport missions throughout
histary.

Perhops the 12 runth: Florida ser-
pennt spent on active doty should have
imught him more than, *Ch heck, 1
might as well quit trying.”

WCOs nod only set the standards, they
enforce them

S5gt. Richard Evercits
Pennrylvanio Mattomal Gegrd

I ' war reading an articls on physical
fitness requirements for the Army
Guard. Being in the Air Natioan] Guand
for 27 years, it never occurred [ me
that the physical fitness progmms coald
be o far apart. The requirements for a
man of my age, 46-years-old, in the
Arry Gunrd would requine me 50 mun
two miles in 17 minstes and perform 69
sii-ups at one time.

I know the job requirements are dif-
ferent between the Air National Guard

and the Army Matiohsl Glaand, It is
hard 10 puat demands on crew chiefs
thnt are nrrying i tern in jots, sodme-
times with minimum people, and tum
them aroand for the pext day’s flying.

The physical finess program in the
Air Guard is basically voluntary, ex-
cept on that poboriows day, the anmanl
weigh-in. There is a lol of moaning and
groaning during this period of time for
Air Guard personnel, especinlly the
alder anes.

We do run and walk on base and Ty
to stay In shope, some of s, 1 really
think the Anmy Guord hes an advan-
tage doing the group exercise progrum,
pot io mention the camaraderic it
buailda. [ think they have got an oot-
standing program.

SMSgt. Scott Younce
Erhier National Guard

#F W, 8 FE

LEmeRs Poucy:

The On Guard walcomes letiérs
from readers. All letiors must
includa the wriler's name. address
and daylime phone. Names may be
withhald upon requast. All letiers
ara subject 1o aditing for style,
content and space requirements.

You may FAX your 'Letters io
the Editor’ to DSN T61-0732 or
(703) 681-0732. Letters can be
maiied to: NGB-PAI-C, 2500 Army
Pentagon, Washington, DC
20310-2500. Our e-mall address:
malthanerj@ngb.ang.of.mil

"Looks like we have someone with a question in South Dakota.”
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1IN THE NEWS

* Zero VYiolations

* Bureau Moves

* Artillery Trade

Guard, actives swap captains

W Traded: West Virginia artillery
unit picks up West Point grad

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
Narional Cuard Sareau

v July 315, Major League Basehill's traditional

truding deadling, the Army Mational Goard and

the active Army are expected to have completed
nunique trade af their own =0 Virginia Miliary Instmie
grad for a Wess Pointer.

An active Army cuptain, Anthony Demasi, will have
joined 4 West Virginia
Army Guard artillery bat-
talion, nnd & West Virginia
Army Guard artillery cap-
tain, J. Mark Hennigan,
will have reported for fwo
yeam ol actve duty at Fort
Sill, Dkla,

“Thisisnnethereffonio
build trust and confidence
Between the Anmy and e
Army Motional Ciugrd,”
sald Gen. Dennis Reimer,
the Army's Chief of Staff.

“Exchanging officers ai
the junior level will in- Haskel
crease the undersimnding i alert ) gl
of the Total Farce concept,” predicied Maj, Gen, Allen
Tackett, West Virginia's Adjutant General, who has
orchesrated what is believed 1o be the firs exchange of
its kind.

West Virginia's st Banalion, 201st Field Anillery
based in Fairmont will benefit from the rade. Beginning

ihis fall, il will become the first National Guard battnlion
oo the East Coust 1o convert from the older M 109 self-
propelied howitzers = that date back 1o the early 1960
- 10 the high-tech M10SAS Paladins, They were intng-
duced into the Army's field anillery inventory during
ihis decade.

That battabion exmed ité combal spurs with the alder
M 109 during the Persion Gulfl War in 1991 as part of the
alliexd force that drove the Iagi army oot of Kowait,

Demmngd, a 1993 West Poini graduate, will belp the
battalion convert to the new self-propelied weapons
because he hat been working with the Paladins on sctive
ity for nearly four years.

The Patadins, which have boen developed since 1979,
feature onbourd computer and navigation systcms 50
they cun siop
ind fire their
135-mum b
itrers within
T5 seconds,
Demany  &x-
plained. The
older M109s,
hie added, rst
first ‘be “luid
in™ by their
EUB SrEWE.

Tackett also
expects De-
muitsi to helpin
ather areas,

“We have
no officers or
MOOR with Palasdin experience,” the Moumaineer State
Adjutant General noded. "The rubber meets the road &
ihe batery level ™
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MOUNTAINEER MEN - Capt.
Anthony Demasl (left) goes to
WesiVirginia and Capl. J. Mark
Hennigan (above) will report to
Fort Sill, Okla.

Air Guard reports ‘zero’ environmental violations

By Len Barry
Mattonn! Guard Rirean

P ero never soanded so good.
In fact, if you're David
V¥on Cuasheck, the Air M-
tional Cuard's environmental chisf,
it’s o mismber to mlly aroumd.

For the first time in the history of
envirmmmental enforcement, he re-
pmed recently, not o single Air

Guard installation nationwide was
in violation of any federally-man-
dated environmenial regulntions.

“Motices of violation™ — or NOYs
i those at the Eavironmental Pro-
tection Agency (the unrelenting fed-
eral arm who ciles offepders) - can
range from improper storege of haz-
ardous materials to spills; Yan

Giasbeck moted,

*Weve been close for some time,
with just one MOV last fiscal year,”
he said. "We closed out that list one
recently.

“This i% & real high point in Al
Guund environmenial progrm his-
tory,” Wan Gnsbeck added.

Just five years ago, the Adr Goand
hael repoted 8 commpost heap of vio-
lations (61 ), Van Gasbeck noted. But
through an aggressive “zero oler-
ance” approach to environmenial
missteps, that pile eroded quickly.

*Tt"s a great credit to the entire Air
Goard envirommenial team,” Van
Gasheck imisted.*"'We couldn’ t have
pchbeved Lhis goal without the sup-
port of instnllation commanders and
environmental managers oul ol our

bascs, as well as our progrum fian-
agers, Inwyers, Air Force regionasl
environmental officers and other pro-
fessionals at both the base and head-
quaniers levels,”

There also are nearly 110,000 cig-
zen-girmen and women, Van
Gasbeck wanited to credit for the
milestoae.

“Adr Guanimembers ai cach in-
smallation have an environ-
meninl culiore into their evenyday
way of bosiness,” he said, “When
everyone knows it's part of their job
o be o good steward of the environ-
menl, your arganization develops en-
vironmeninl pwareness.

“Munal envivonmeental awareness,”
he summized, “is the best remedy
for curing NOVs"

Pentagon renovation prompts

Due to the ongoing renovations fo the
Pentagon, Army and Air Guandmembers
assigned to the Mational Guard Bureas will
begin n three-phase move-out this month into
new ofTices located in pnearby Crysial City.

The new address will be: 1411 Jefferson
Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202-3259.

The new office building — called Jefferson
Plaza 1 or JPI — is located & few niinuics
South ond Eest of the Pentagon in Crystal
City.-A shutthe bus deparis the Pentngon L
Stop every 15 minutes for JP1. There are also
many commercial bus rowes (9,10,13, and
23) that sop in Crystal Ciry,

In nddbition, the “Metro” ~ the D.C. ares
il system = is ashor walk from JPI.

Parking s lemited and cxpensive. howeves,
there alsc are several hoteln within walking
dhistance.

II you have questions reganding the move

“or how to- locaie any NOB offices, pletso

contact the Pentagon Move Team at: NGB/
CVML Crystil Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive,
Room 421, Arlingloa, VA 22245-5304. Call
thersy at (T03) 602-6520/DEN 312-6520.
Their FAX anmber is (T03) 6024154,

President Bill Clinton signed info ke
recently 8 supplemental 1ation ill
thail includes S4T malkicn to find the Ready
Reserve Mobilization Income Insurance
Progmam (REMITF) labilites

Omce funds become available, an official
szted, o plan similar o the payout process
iesad last vesr will be followed.

The first full musfithly benefil paymenst was
made in June for members who wers on
getive duty, Payment of tho deferred benefits
will be made this month.

In addition, Dol officials reemphasized
heir comminment in identifying and annlyz-
ing options for addressing the entine rnge of
Reservists” involuntary activation-nelated
issues.

=As we explone alicmatives o the nsur-
ance program, we will be Jooking for any
inctications that we have a problem recruliing
and retaining personamcl to meet Reserve end
or attrecting and retnining people
with the right skills to meet fe-
quirements.” an official said. - e will con-
tinue 1o assess the financial impacts Resery-
il may incur as a result of mobilizaton,”
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Henmignn, a 1990 VM graduate, .

will learn plenty about Palading dar-
ing the next two yewrs while as-
signed 1o the West Virginia outfit's
active Army sister battalion st Fort
Sill, the Army" s field artillery train-
g CEnLEr.

Hennigan, 30, lives in Hershey,
Pa_, and commands B Battery inthe
Wesl Virginia' batialion that comi-
pleted its annual training m Fon
Pickett, Vo, June 13,

He joined the West Virginia
Army Guand in Febroary 1993,

“I'm intriguned nbout the pros-
pects of leamning s much as [ can
phout the Paladin system over the
peatl iwo years and bringing that
knowledge back to the West Vir-
ginta Guard,” Hermigan said,

Diermasi, 246, said he plons 10 leam
a great deal about the National
Guard, Initially, he is expected o
become a full-time stall officer at
batialion headquanters, and o com-
mand one of the firing bateries.

“This is & greal opportunity (o
tl'in!:mrr:l.'pmiltﬂithlhﬂl‘lhﬁu
system o this battalion while they
edpcate me about the G snd s
mdssbon in the total Army,” he said.

Thnt education process i fmjsor-
tant, it was pointed out, because the
Army Mofional Goard is taking on
70 percent of the Army's field artil-
lery mission

It 1ok o giunt step forwand two
years ago when active Armmy LL
Ciol. John Hennigan took command
of the Louisiann Armmy Guand's 15t
Bastulion, 1415t Field Anillery, the
historic “Washington Artillery,” in
MNew Orleans. It was the first time
since Workd War Il thol an sctive
duty officer had assumed command
of a National Guard unit.

Li Col Hennigan, so far a5 mny-
omve knvowes, ks noit directly relited (o
Capl. Hennigan.

This active Army-National
Giuard trade, however, is breaking
new ground, say Guard officens,

Demasi has srong tes io the
antillery, the National Guard and
West Virginia. His father i Col.
Tony Demasi, an air defense anil-
lery officer who now serves as chiel
of the Ammy Guand's Full-Time
Support Division in Arlington, Va.
The eldes Demusi and his wife Mury
Bea grew up in West Virginia,

Purthermore, Capt. Demasi’s fa-
ther-in-law is & retired Army ficld
arillery colonel.

Gingrich lauds Guard, drug efforts

peaker of the House Newi

Ghingrich recently sal down

with members of the National
Guard Bureau”s Counterdrug direc-
torate for an upeoming counterdng
national satellite brosdcast, Whit fol-
lows mre excerpts from that inter-
view,

O: What rofe will the Mational
Guard play in Congrea' renewed
effort to establish a pariisan ng-
Honal arug policy ¥

Gingrich: [ believe thal we may
have an opportunity for the Guard 1o
have an oven larger role in drog inter-
diction. And | think the Guard can
play an even larger role in reaching
out with youth education all pcross
the coumiry.

People respect Muthonal Guard men
und women becaisse they give their
timaiohelptheircountry, and show young
people aliematives to drugs.

0 Whar is vour opinion of the Guards
involdvemens in drg demend reduichion

programs,

Gingrich: The National Guard has al-
ways had a tradition of defending America

against foreign threats, of helping Americn

in ﬂnﬂnfemummdafphymgn
real role in building the community.

One of the greatest threats 10 America
today is drogs. And when you can reach
ot b belp o young pemson have 3 healthy
life, instesd of being a drog addict, you
are eosuring thas future citizens will grow
up with the right attimde and the right
education.

I think that’s a5 significant a contriba-
tion as anyone can make in peacetime.

Q= Where ix thix country hheading on
devmpnd redisetion ®

Gingrich: The number one trick is to
ged people o decide that they don’t want

* drugs. We talk about Columbia, Mexico,

Baolivin, Peru; but the real problem is in
Americi. Ii's the person who buys them,

Phaios oy k|| fiop Blone

¢ The Guard has played
a tremendous role
all over the world, »

If we can stop people from wanting
drugs, il we can convince therm that drugs
will roin their lives, if the peer pressure
message becomes “be drug free.” then
WO Bibe Creating an environment for young
people to do the right things ... and that
cuts into the demand side.

Q: Where do you see the Natioval Guard

E s

Gingrich: The Natronnl Guard pro-
vides us a4 very cost effecuve defemse
element. (11°8 why )} The Guard has played
a tremendous role all over the world, and
fx virmually everywhere the American mili-
lary operales.

Guurd clements have played a role in
everything from stopping the drug dealer
i the border, 1o providing advanced intel-
ligence hefore they cross the bonder, 1o
working with bost couniries is Ceniral
America and Lutin Ametica to stop the
drug dealers where they are,

Q: You've said that personal accouni-
abiiity ix pne compewient of rediacing de-
mand. How?!

Gingrich: First, paretis have to take a

- DOZING down
DRUGS

personal interes) in their childoen
andl leam 10 rocognize drug use.

There's a doctor in Florida who
gives out drug testing kits for home
use. He's says 1o parents: “either
I"'m going touse this when yourchild
ﬂmwsupmﬂmmmgmqrmum or
you're poing 10 use it when II'I'D‘}'
show, up. at two in the mofming.”
He's had u tremendous impact,

There wis one young man who
savidd, “IF you really believe tha your
parcats might ask you o take 2 fest
right there at home, it's & preity big
inhibitar against wsing.”

We shouldn't kid ourselves. Hav-
ing our parents set high standands
matters. Having our parents iell us
“Don’t do it I"'m really counting on
you"” does chanpe behavior,

We proved that inithe 1930s, when
drug use came down by 72 percent, be-
catise we s2al the signal, “Jost say MNo™

Secondly, | think we have 0 have
sccopntability in our communities. Mo
Armerican should think they live m a
dru; fres community. Dugs are perva-
sive in the wealthicst suburbs, the poor-
est innercities and the nicest small towns,
Communities need our help stopping
drugs and petting nid of drug dealers,

0z Howe dor voul Increass acoounsabils
s

Gingrich: | think progroms like the
Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the Bayy g
Giirls Clubs und the Goand's menforing
program play & major role.

We live in an éra where there's a bot
more broken bomes, more young people
without Toots, without parents, without
mentors. Having someons who tnkes a
genuine interest in @ young person,
someone willing to spend time with them,
will muke big adifference in that person's
life.

And helping that young person grow
also will enrich those of us who help.
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stieft force that can handle these
fires. The Guard has become o
suppon organization thal is ab-
solutely enitical.” i

Indeed. Flormin Guard ' offl-
cils were giked 1o tradn another
Il citiren-éoldiers for the mop-
up duaty.

How different wos this duty?
Smitheams hiscivilian living as
a tnick driver for the Unifed
Parcel Service. As i cltizen-sol-
dier, e i1 & teletype operator for
the lackeonville arca™s 1464h

Praios by MSge. Bob Hassoll
FIRESIDE CHAT - U.5.
Forasi Sarvice ranger Jim
Soranson briefs Florida's
'neweast’ firefighters on the
perils of their mission,

amoke that cast an omage hare
over the borizon

Guordmembers on the ground
sweated o operate and maintin
bulldozers, water tankers and fine
trucks while helping wtut fire
limes and save homes n remote
reghons as 100-degree days pro-
longed the droughL

"We expected a drought after
El Nino that woold make condi-
tions right For wildfires," said
Florda forestry instructor Ira

Signal Baalion Jolly, *We had no idea it woukd

AdolTuly 3, 855 Flondn Army lacet this bong.™
ansild A MNotbonal Guandmembens. “Welve come 1o the conclu-
were on state active duty, separt — skm we can't keep the forest
of Opcration from burn-
Wei  Down. ing. All we
They  were can do is try
helping more o save the
them 4 5000 Fire- twmised™ ex-
fighters from lain cd
3H stames hripg CW0O David
Florida' s worst Bennett, one
wildfites since of Florida's
the exrly 1930s Black Hawk
pader controd, pllods

“as mem- HEATED BATTLE - What- By June 29,
bers of the af-  over water was not baing  state officials
feetadommmu- - Usad on the fires, Sgt | isdicated thai
nithes, we have  K.W. Satterles and others the relentless
apersonal and  gulped to combat 100-  cfforts were
professional  degree haat. paying offaf-
iniefes] in pro- ler mare than

viding fircfighting support.” said
Cuol. Jimamyy Watson, the Flosida
Army Coard’s aesistont sdjo-
tant generl

Black Hawk belicopter crews
had dropped 1.4 million gallons
of foam-kaced waler on infernos
from 660-gallon “Bambi” Buck-
ets duting mone than 120 mis-
sicans since June 8. Georgin Army
Cuard aviastors flying lnrger
Chinook helicopters that haul
2,000-gallon buckets had added
nearly anciher half-million gil-
lons vo chint effort.

The Flodda Air Guard's C-
26 sirerafl, equipped with infra-
red mapping equipment, helped
forestry olficials locnte it spots
while flying above the blinding

1 A00 wild fires had destroyed
BT homes and’ scorched some
233,000 acres. That equates o
364-pquure-miles of Florida neal
gsfate, an area lirger than New
Yowk City.
However, the sitsation took &
dramatic tum for the worse the
first bwo days in July when more
wind-driven fires forced the
evhcomtion of nearly 112,000
coastal residents prd the closure
A 12%rmile stretch of Interstule
0%, The Washingron Posr re-
ported. Damage io property and
livestock wes estimaied in the
hundreds of millions of dollars.
Mo lives were claimed.
Meanwhile, mopping up be-
came an gven more critical job

INSIDE FLORIDA's FIRES
crews fly over raging infernos

Charge of the
Bucket Brigade

By MSgt, Bob Haskeil
Nasionad G Bureau

i La Jolfrey Glass New indo bell June

15uh, b= 28k barthday,

The Flarida Army Guardsmun wos o
newly centified UH-60 Black Hawk heli-
copter pibit wiho,
fbi-gnlion “Bamhi™
Buckets of water &1
treetop level inbo an
inferno of § wildfie
in the nonheastern
corner of Florida.

“Thoet was the: duy
that alf hell broke
fouse, It looked like

e related after Mying more then 50 hours in
less il ihree weeka, “Mow, | feel pretiy

Cifnss, o Florida highway patrolmen by
trische, wes among the firs Nathonal Guard
noldicrs called 1o stabe seive daiy in early
June when it became clear that wildiires,
which had begum May 25, would pot go
SWY.

A}lrnnnﬂ'l lwter, six Black Hawks from
Florida and four more from Georgia,
manned by about 60 Guand aviation people,
wiere hased pd the St Angustine girpo to

“help Fiq*hln‘u. Division of Foreatry keep the

wildfires from consuming single homex and

*The calls ‘come in the after-
noan, after the heat and the wind bring the
fires to life,” explained Capt. Lewis Hersey,
the avigtion section’s operations officer,

The calls have come often. By June's
finel weekend, Florida Army Guand heli-
copier crews had performed 120 missions,
logged more tinn 206 hours of (light time
and dropped 1,795 loads of foam-laced
water — about 1.2 million galions,

s waker sounce ix elose enough;, & orew
o fill anl dump 30 londs in an hobr, re-
ported CWO David Smith.

“The guys fighting the fires on the
ground depend on our quick mm-arouneds,”
explained the full-time Guard instroctos

ol.

Saving lives and homes, be nssured, hus
heen their prioity.

W try to wet down the ground between
the: fire s @ bolldorer operntor, Or we

Photds by MBSt Bsb Heakall

FLYING FLORIDIANS - SFC Kevin Heard (inset, lefi) pre-
a ‘Bambl' Bucket for fire duty. SSgt. Ronald Brad-

MM“W.-WM.MMM ’

dwmp it wround 2 bouse 0 stop the lames,™
Sminh explained. “We néver take a helicop-
ter inio the fire,”

Suill, it can be dangerous dury. Filots told
of ashes hlowing thrmagh the open side
doors and into their eyes and noses.

Despite the risks; avinton ke SFC
Kevin Heand, who grew up in SL Augustine
where his faiher was o foresi mnger, arc
willing to confront Florida"s hell fires.

"People have homes here where they've
raised thetr familics,” he said. “That gives
us o greater sense of purpose.”

for Matvonal Gaeard strike tomms
bed by veternn foresters goch as
Jim Huorrington, a U5, Forest
Service assistant fire manage-
ment officer from Montana,

*They're casy to train They
work hard for you. And they're
structured,” observed the no-
pemiaense Harmingion, wiho hxs
fought fires with Guand soldiers
many times.

Flopda's BD mew ﬁ]’l:'ﬁiﬂ'l-lm

wiere tokd mony times to be chre-
Tl

They were issued yellow, fire-
retardant clothing. They . were
warned whoud trees that have
been hollowed oot by disease
and thit can shoot glowing em-
bers inko the alr ke big chim-
neys: They were shown bow to
wrap themselves ingide blanked-
like fire shelers and lay foce
dioam should flames catoff their

escans roules.

“Wie can't send our people Lo
helpinthis bartle until they have
the skills and safety training that
will make them effective.”
Watson insisted.

Al least one of the 20 (Guond
soldiers who reporied for fire
duty June 20 heeded the advice.

“1 will loak at the woods in &
completely different way,”
vowed Spo. Kevin Wright,
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By Sgt. Len Butler
Teras Natfonal Gurd

hey tame 10 belp those less for-

nate, the poveriy-stricken. They
left with o frsthand lesson on l-
mian resiliency.

Far medical professionals with the
Texas Army Gruard"s 11 1t Medical Bai-
talion (headquarnered in San Antonio),
their recent iwo-week ammoal training 1o
Belize 1o provide medical trestnoesst, and
preveniative meiticine and instroction in
hygiene and diseases to the citizens of the
Orangewalk districl, proved mutually
beneficisl,

Belize, locaied on the Caribbean side
of Central Americs, hex o dual identity.
The fermer British colony enjoys a nepl-
tation as a tropical paradise, known pri-
mianly for its” beswiiful i<lend chain of
while snd beaches, abundant waler ac-
tivities and ancient Mayan muins. Bot fur-
ther inland, one finds immense poverty,
Many farnilics work in the cane fields, o
very dangerous oocupation. Along with
the threat brought on by the tropical heat,
dendly poisonons snakes thrive.

The 11 1th worked out of & Belize De-
fense Foroe (BFD) compound, From the
cofmpound, the medical teams traveled by

bus to five villages
withinthe Orangewalk
district. Toabert the vil-
lagers, members of the
Belize Minisiry of
Hedlth and Sports
wen door-io-door, in-
forming the villagers
of the 111th's srrival.

Once at the site, vil-
lagers were gsked wihnt
type of treatment they needed,

As 11 1th medics setup their first site af
San Fablo, Jose Tepas stood by wasching
&5 & long line of paticnts formed.

“Many times we don’t have the things
W nead 10 treal owr people, tnd it is ard
for many of us ko get transportation to the
hospital,” Tepas sabd, “This makes me
very happy fo se¢ the Americans here,”

Once checked in, Belizeans went
through a number of “stations,” hased on
the kind of care they were secking.

Spc. Arfo Mason, who checked pa-
thent’s vital signs, sd it was imporizm
for the military 1o show compassion.

“We gre here o experience & realistic
training environment o prepare us in the
cvent of an actual deployment,” he noted.

Healing
HANDS

“*More important
I!ng,h, we afe here
to do oaer best 1o tread
asmany peoplc as we
cin™

After “vimls," pe-
thenily went into pre-
ventative medicime.
There, they were
given loathbneches,
vitamiznes and instrc-
tion on personud hygiene, including in-
formation on viruses carted by mosegui-
foes and Mies.

Although English is the official lan-
guage of Belize, Spanish was the mudn
lnnguage spoken during the mission,
Oiher languages, reflecting the digtrict’s
different regions, also were spoken

Maj. John Ramirez called it a learning
CAPCTICTICE.

“Communication is importalfl 1w our
suceesy,” he said. “Tve been exposed 1o
English, Spanish, Creole and three dif-
ferent dinlects of the Mnyan language.”

The 11 1th baitalion also staffed a den-
il section at each tite. Though not an
ideal environment for exiracting teeth,
the two dentists on hand, Li. Col. Robert

Pholos by Sgt. Len Bulier

Caterand 15t L. Aubrey Henshaw, made
the most of the facilities they had. Clip-on
spotlights were used o light the class-
rooms they operated in.

“I"snota perfect situation,”™ Cter sajd.
“But the Belizenns ['ve scen have been
both polite and friendly.”

Hobbked by & fractived ankie sostaimed
at the BDF compound, Henshaw refizsed
passage home. Instead, he extracted ieeth
firom o chemir,

“There's no woy | would miss this,™ he
said. T Iove helping the childeen, and |
have made friends nlong the way. The
ankle never was o problem.”

Afier deotul, patients went 10 the treat-
ment room. There, the villagers recelved
autpatient-type care, such as having
wounds cleaned and cysis removied,

Unfortunately, not everyone coald be
cured, Sesurio Morio, 79, came in look-
ing for help with his arm.

Morio had severely broken his anm in s
car nccident 23 years earlier and never
had it set properly. As a result, his hand
hiad bost wll function with his fingers curl-
ing permanently mward. Moro's am
bung limp, only held ogether by the
muscles around (he broken [imb,

“It’s a shame when we soc o paticnt
swch as this,” Capt Jerry Banlet said, “If
o cast had been put on, or with even just
asplini, he could have kept function in his
e, Mo 1178 nseless ™
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CARING HANDS - PFC YVeronica
Acosta cleans a wound at o
treatment aite in Belize. 18t LL
Dale Weaver (opposite, left)
checks Lydia Vasquez's throat.

But for every patient that couldn®t be
helped, there wene many more who were,
Al one treatment site, two-year-old
Rossanne Reban came in with a fever of
106 degrecs.

Rushed to the front of the fine, PFC
Veronica Acostn wasted no tme. She
gave the little girl Txlenol, then sponge-
baihed er with cool waler,

After the bath, Acosta dressed linle
Roscanne, and cradled the sbeeping child
for two. hours, teking ber lempemture
every 15 minutes.

“She’ll be okay now,” Acosta sabd qui-
etly, indicating that the infant’s temper-
ture had dropped 10 975 degreea.

“This is what makes i worthwhile,”
she added, *1o help a child who needs it.”

Al the pharmacy —~ the final stabion —
patients needing prescriptions filled were
greeted by Li. Col. Richand Sancher. No
stranger 1o Central

[ NSIDE ECUADOR
Vietnam vet
Col. Victor |
Ortiz left his
civilian life to ! i
serve in South mmﬁm:m
3 Mt decades
m serving there is 4 young fire
By Spe. =
Aaron Reed The lush rainforest of south.
Texas Natioral em Boundor books snoch the
racered same i 1hal of Sowtheas Az,
Chruz sadd, boi ihe distanes
between the two places is immease.

115 & distance measured m time and tpace, in keeping
a fragile peace rather than firing &rtillery shells at the
cnemy; it's the disiance between a young man, fresh out
of college and officer basic course, and a middle-aged
Iushand and father of two, high school counselor and
citizen-soldier.

Ortiz. the Texas Army Guard's 4%h Armored Division

wunmu:l

American deploy-
ments, he has boen
on medical missions
in Honduras, Coate-
el Costa Rica,

| enjuoy coming (o
Central América,” he
snid, “and helping o
provide medical care
to the people in these
fzodated areas wherne
medicing 15 ranely
nvailable.

“Uhio thing [ will
never forget is the
gratitude of ihe
people.” aanchei
acded. “The children
come by just to give
us a hug and soy
‘thanks" for being

Chi transporied the
1 11th*s medical sup-
plics amd cquiprment

“It* s alpsist o crime 50 gt pakd
for having as much fun a1 am
hiere,” Otz said matter-of-Tactly,

Bt it's alvo work, The MOMEP
force includes more than a hundred
soldiens from the fobr nations (Bra-
pil, Argenting, Chile and the
United States) guasantecing the
cease fire between Peru and
Ecundor,

Ax the LS, contingen com-
msancler, Ortiz represents US.
imleresis of the el mavor, o
genaral stadf, nnd also serves as the
M4, with responsibility for
logistics, communications and air
h’hﬂlwmﬂ-ﬁﬂnﬂtm

Troan sie (o gile,

A proud man, Chi
sasd he wns concemned sbowt people come-
ing o his country and pitying the Belizean
people.

Foure, we don't have the things that
many people in other codntries typically
have,™ he observed. “Butl we are a hard-
working people. We believe in family.

=We do the best we can with what Fitile
we've been given,” Chi added, “and tha
i all snyone can do.”

]l.:.lmp:lli:lmmlﬂg
up. That's our hread and butter. But representing 1.5,
imterests, [ think is Jong a5 1 make good, level-headed
decisions, 1'll be okay.™
Otz snid that because Spanish is the official linguage
of the operation, the daily two-hour estado mayor
mceting — presided over by a Brasilian three-star genieral

- s the most difficuld pan of dye day.

*T'we had to leam to listen very canefully for noances
v wowiks 1im ot gsed to hearing,™ he said. "Peru’s
dinlect of Spanish ia different than Chile's, which is
. diffierent from Ecundor’s. And for Brazil, like us,
Spanish is & second language ™

Ot lnsghingly credits his parents for his knowledge
of Spanish,

“1 learned the language when | was a youngster and we
would vislt my grandparents in Puerio Rico,” be said,
“My mom just wanted me out of the house, so she told
me 1o o outkkde and play with the Kids there™

That sink-or-swim introduction to Spanish made his
formal studbes of the linjguage a breede, Oniz said. It was
one of the reasons the 52 year-old colomel got his cument
jub, Fluency in Spanish was one of the crilerin for the
MOMEP posting. Candidates for the job also had 1o be
Army War College grduates and brigade commanders.

According to Col. Frederick Abt, U.S. Army South's

chief of staff for operations, the post-Cold Wer
drawdown of active forces also reduced the
pood of candidates for the MOMEP comenand.

“There were only six qualified O-6s on active duty,”
he reporied, “Frve were in mid-ossignment and one was
about 1o fetire, So we the search to include
colonels in the National Guard and Army Reserve.

*Just s it has hecome more commonpince for the
Army 1o call upon reserve component units in specialized
ficlds like civil affnirs, public nffairs and military his-
m'ﬁhﬂdﬂi“nﬁtm'ﬂ:ﬁquﬁuh'mﬂhﬂdlﬂdn—
als with special skills to sugment active duty

Ome skill nol in the job description, but which Oirtiz
helieves has been invalunble 1o him, is his experience as
a high school counselor for the South San Antonio
Independent School District.

“My experience aa on educalor hos helped me in
huﬂnlhwmdﬂﬁilmﬁn*muu'{'mm
undersianding, more patient. | don't blow up easily.”

Waorking with five different foreign militaries, those
traits have come in handy, e said. “You have 1o under-
sund that people do things differently here.™ Ortiz ob-
served. “Diplomacy is a new langunge I've leamed.”

Otz also hus impressed many of the 21 soldiers

to the MOMEP.

“Col. Oriiz takies great care of the soldiers,”, said Sgi.
Micliae! Young, a sptellite commumicotions operator
from ihe 2520d Signal Company st Fort Clayton,
Panama. “He's e a fither Ngune. He can be tough, bar
b honestly cares about us.

“And he's the first 0-6 I've ever seen who geds diny
with the guys,” he added. "He really leads by example.”

With o semile, Ortiz related o recent inchdent.

“1 was bored 10 death one day, so | decided 1o do some
malnengnce an my Explorer, 1 wies ol there chocking
the Mizhd Jetels — the oil was low, the battery levels were
fow, [ wis ander the hood jlst having a ball.

=] turn mround, and there"s a circle ol paople behind
me., just gaping,” Ortiz confinued, “They had never seen
2 colonel getting his hands dirty under the hood of o car.”

The fix for the bong-standing border dispute between
Feondor and Pera does not 1o be g0 casy. Pesce
i=lks in May did not load to the hoped-for treaty, and n
small U.S. contingeni i expected to remain uf Patuca, at
Jeast for the near-fuiure,

After 180 days, Ortiz said he will leave Ecuador this
month with 5 semse of apprectation He's also eager 1o
refurn 1o his Lone Star anillery division.

*This has been o fantastic experience,” Ortiz said, “But
1 will not go back 1o Texas wmd say, “Well, I've done that
(MOMEP), 50 everything that follows is bess than that*

“I love my artillery,” he added. *This year will be my
first *Warfighter' e DivAny commander. I'm looking
forward o iL”

aE ON GUARD
July 1998




401
Only 29 of 110 men surviv-
ed Vietnam's Hill 875

Hant 15 one

Oregon'sAJ. P
Driven by memories
f0 share knowledge

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Narional Guard Buereas

here are limes when soldiering
dhoresn' . beave misch time for ob-
serving special days.

O Juinie 14, for example, 1st Sgi Al
Pilant was ghepherding 52 Anny Na-
tional Guard combat engineers from Cir-
egon throogh o makeshift rifle range as 4
ot wind blew across Fon Polk , La.

It was the U5, Army's 223nd birthday
It was also Flag Day.

Pilant's people were reming laser-
emitting devioes that had been anached to
their weapons lor the simulated
ferefighis they wene anticipating dur-
ing the coming week, They were
antached o the Ovegon Army Guard's
41ni Infantry Brigade thil was gear-
ing up for nine days.of training arthe
Joint Readiness Training Center.

The birthday cake und ice cream
woald have o wait.

It was no hig deal, becouse the
wary Pilant coubd have iodd his engi-
neers aboul a Thonksgiving that
passed him by more than 30 years
carlier, wheh he was a young mirbome
goldier, o mortar nian, fighting for his life
on & remode hill pear Dak To in South
Victnam's Central Highlamds,

At 51, A ). Pitant still harbors the
mixed emotions as s survivor of the five-
day butle for Hill Eight-Seven-Five.

“One question we always askead was
“Why me?" be recalled. “Why was [left?
Why did my buddecs get it and | didn'tT

He has had lots of company. Survivors
of Gettysburg and Oinahs Beach asked
the same questions.

Pilant’s eyes grow moist and his voice
thick when be recalls his buddies who
were Nown off that kil in body bags on
Thanksgiving 1967, Their memary is what
drives him 1o weach his citizen-soldiers
every trick he has ever lesmned in combar.

Only 29 of the estimated 110 men in
his company who went up that hill sur-
vived the banle, Pilant =aid. Moy of
those men, including the commander and
& chaplain, were wiped oul in one blind-
ing instant by & S00-pound bomb mistak-
enly dropped from an American plane.

“Men who have been in combat talk
phowt the brotherhood of banle,™ Pilant
said.“What they say is tree. You know

I L-r'r. J. B 'F-.

what that red stands for on that Mag.”
Hewas 21 that dav, a private Frst cluss,
whe had been drafied a year earlier and
whao had gone Adrbome because it peid an
exira 335 o month, As an clite “sky sol-
dies™ in the 173rd Alrborme Brigade, e
performed search and destroy missions
~ his outfit’s speciakty in Vietnam.
Filani belonged to Charlie Company,
2nd Battalion, 5303cd Alrbome Regimendt,
one the unifs ordered o drive o battaliop
of the Norh Yictnnumese Army’s [ In-
Foaitry Division off Hill 875 alout five
miles froun the Cambodien border. The
MY A soldiers were dug in deep, and & fur
mare formidable foe than the Viet Cong.
The witnck was ordered because it me-
fected Gen, William Westmoreland's
strategy’ 10 “find, fix ond destroy™ the
enemy, wiode Edward J, Murphy in his
graphically detniled book Dak To, Trwas
jiast one more ploce where the enemy
could be killed.™
To AL Pilant, it wax a ploce 1o survive,
"It gave you an sppreciation for water,
for food and for what the enemy could do
o you,” be said. "We spent three doys
bocked on g hill, snd sobady conld get
anyihing 1o us. We sow halicopters shot
down irying o fly in supplics.

Vielnam survivor: 18t Sgl. Al Pllant

"The NYA were dght on top of us.
There was lot of antillery, wnd we coidld
leel the napalm suck the oxygen oot of the
mir. We could smnell the “black licorice” on
the enemy soldiers, the opium sticks they
chewed to keep them hyped up.

"We really had everyihing poing
amooth,” e continoed, = el that bomb
landed inside our perimeier. [ wis dig-
ging insice my foxhole when the bomb
hit. [ was one of the locky ones.™

PEC Pilani finally masle it io ihe top af
Hill 875 that Thanksgiving Day, He was
then fown oul of horm's way with about
20 ofher members of his company,

He survived Vietnum (o ruise his fam-
ily in Cegon with his wife Sharon, He s
now part of & crew paying close attention
o radiation levels while painstakingly
dismantling a nuchear power plant.

He joined the Oregon Army Goard in
1985, and is now the first sergeant for
Company C, 124%h Engincer Bastalion.

Intent on passing along the lessons he
learmed, Pilant spent the moming before
ihe exerciie al Fort Polk teaching troops
how to lake ol & saiper,

“We were the precursors,” Pilant said,
“for the things they"re leaching os here.”

Polk’s Joint Readiness

* Training Center is testing |

many Guard combat
unit's mettie under fire

HEAT of
BATTLE

By MSgt. Bab Haskell
Nafiona! Guard Bureaw

ooner of later it cotches up

writh youL.

You booted algebra, so you
have o take it over. You have i
ledm how to ase a compiier. It's
timme b tnke driver’s ed. You're s
little misdy on calling m artillery or
treating a sucking chest wond.

50 you go lo summer school. For
miny, it's o kuid back time o focus
o one subject; when leschers don't
demand guite so moch as they do
from Sepiember through May.

Dbviously, you have never at-
tended summer schaol ot Fort Polk in
central Louisiani. You olso were not
part of the Oregon Army Mational
Giuard s 4 %1 Separate Infantry Bri-
gade that spent the lxst half of June
sweltering at the JRTC, the Joim
Readiness Training Center that is the
Army's advanced scademy for Hghi
infaniry,

The 3 200-man
manded by Brig, Gen. Muundﬂ
Burgin spearhended a 3.800-member
task foroe of reserve
troaps who ok on one of the 1oogh-
esthoune teams in the country, Fort
Polk’s opposing force of airborne
and armored cavalry roeops. I was

like piaying foothall st
Notre Dame,

The Guands visiting .
lam made s pretty good
Impression.

“Hey, these goys cami
here o learn. They e not as
besd oI a8 | thought they'd
be,” snid 55g1. Leonard
Chtegi, one of the canber’s
multitude of ohserar-
controllers who puid close
pitcrition 1o how well the
Guardsmen handled the
hundreds of tasks that md-
e infantry soldier we
cxpected o know,

Some of the units did not bring
everything, such as binoculars and
1he spare barrels for their nnchine
jens that they waold take o wor
poinied out 55t Edmund Owswalt,
another observer-controller.

“They peed 1o work on thelr move-
ment techmigqoes and batle drlls, but
their casually evacustions and water

ies wre excellent,” added

‘Oswalt who was watching the Guard

in action for the first time after & year
at the center.

“They pet thetr njured paople oo
[fast, a lol better than regular Army
umits, And they ne ot guitiing on

Training mistions s Fonl Polk and
ot the Mationol Training Center in
Fort Irwin, Calif, nre the most readis-
fic peace-time challenges avatlable 1o
the Army Mational Guard’s 15 en-




hanced brigades expecied to be pre-
pared for combat or peacckeeping
operations anywhers in the world
within ) days of mobilization

“This is where every light infantry
brigade in the Army Comes 1o tmin,”
faid Dan Mance, spokesman for the
post that has been conducting this
training year-round since 1993, “This
is avery ough opposing force. They
can duplicale every kind of enemy thii
oirr infantry and special operations
roops could encounter anywhere in
the world™

*Ii"s ns real as vou enn pet withoa
shooting real bullets and tmiing real
casmaliies,” Burgim tokd visiting jour-
nalists from Oregon. “This traiming is
designed 1o overload the system. 1T we
did what we nonmnlly do, we wouldn®
have 1o come hire."”

Everyone wore |aser-sensitive peur

Photos by Mg Bob Hasko

UNDER FIRE - An Ore-
gon commander (top
page, left) calls in an alir
sirike. Boaver State In-
tantrymen (left) take
cover a battle
with opposing Torces.

that gives off an annoyang,
high-phiched 10ne whel
soildiers are hit by lasers
anached 1o weapons. [t left
fitde dosile whio were the
victors and the victima.

Chherwise, the living
wasn't easy, and, ob brother,
wis il Ever SUmmer,

The free-Mlowing, non-stop oourse in
infaniry tnetics was held over 1 39,000
ncres of toagh wooded nnd zometimes
swmmnpy terroin during nine straight
days that were downmight refreshing
when the tempemiores did mot soar
i triphe dipits. Three sources of
waier were the stifling hamidity, the
snlty swenl that soaked brown T-shins
ind wht the citizen-soldiers could
carmy on thewr backs.

An estimated 230 citizen-soldiers
had to be treated for bieat-related imjo-
ries daring the first week, said a bri-
gade spokesman, Maj. Mait Hennick,
Moost were observed for 72 hoors and
retumned 1o duty, Two soldicrn were
listed in stuble condition afier being
treated for heat stroke.

The thousands of troops carded on
as well as they could because they

set) pilots. Polk
evaluators raved
ahout tha
Guard’s ability 1o
inke care of s’
woundad [left).

wenrited Lo b ot Fort Poll snd hecaise
they knew that no one ever promiscd
the infentry any mse gardens. I was
the chance for Oregon®s senbor ser-
geants and juntor heutenanls, for it
corporals nnd colonels, o discover
whint they do dnd do not knonw alstin
light infantry doctring and techndigues,

“We knew this would be i big deal,
to came ta one of the top trainig

" fucilities in theynation,” emid Sgt.
Mnithew Enod, a college senior stuly-

1 compuler mfommation soence,
during the third Friday in June. He
belengs to the Oregon brigade’s. |s1
Battalion, 186cth Infanzry. They had
bent (i al izvel into the
exereise bo e Black Haowk
helicdpers theee days carlicr,

"We were nol éxpecting s many
people to go dowm fron the head. It
has elowed all of us down. But this i
reilly gocd traiming. 11°s really effec-
tive,” acknowledged Znd Lt Gary
Depp, & Marine vetemn and one of
that batialion®s platoon lestderm.

Thni mewring s massion had invaly-
ed escorting a supply convoy in Huam-
wees bristhing with machine guns and
unti-tunk missdle lounchers nround a
meinefieldd and lvo o small community.

The convoy was hit with suromatic
weapons and simulated astillery fire
by the opposing force. Army Guard
Cobea punships patrolled overbead
looking for the bad guys. But the con-
wory had to pull ot before delivermg
the supplica because of enemy fire.

The tempo would pradunlly build 1o
& fever pitch, highlighted by a baitle
with a fortified opposing foroe, beéfore
the exsrise ended five days luter,

This summer class was unique fora
couple of reasons,

It was the lorpest out-of-state de-
ployment for Omegon Mational Gaand
troops since Wiorld War [T, said Maj.
Gen. Baymond Rees, the state’s adju-
fant general,

It was the bipgest rotation hoated by
the traiming center that anyone al For
Polk could remember., In all, 7,400
tactical and support troops in Cuard

aned otlver reserve units from 22 stibes
= Trom Rhode slind to Hewaii — took
par. Most rotations peak oot af 6,000
solehimrs, bt was explaived.

It pulled together, for example, 14
Giunrd soldiers from six stifes wto o
ieigence cell commmimedsd by Ci-
cgon Maj. Rosemarie MoCabe, They
trucked the action going on in the fedd
and projected what could happen three
days into the futore. Two Texas heli-
roplers, crammed with electronic gear
apd a3 1-man Jeog-range surveillance
detachment from [ndiana, told that cell
what the encrmy was doing.

“Thiz rotation i wking up every bit
of trakming wres available o Porl
Polk,” Mance sajd.

Unlike many summer schools, visi-
toes it Fort Polk tradn in oo scemanio
selected by thetr commander, and they
o mot prss o Tl

“This i frce-on-loree training,”
stressed SFC Anthony Lewis in the
opembions center., “We ooach, we train
and e menlor. We ensphasize casn-
alty play. The conditions hers pe
tougher than any [ encontered in
Grenadn, Panama or Soudi Ambis.

“During the after-aotion reviews,”
Lewis pdded, “the ustits themselves
frequently figure ool whal they did
wrong and how to fix it. That's impor-
tiand, becayse afier the training, we're
all in this wogether.”

That the observer-controllemns take a
mikch mene active mole thal ampires &
1 baseball game was apparcnt during
the Priday moming mission o re-
supply the town.

SPC Esson Hines tobd (fowr sweating
Guardsmen they had 90 seconds to
carry & “wounded™ leutenant about
100 yards up a woled slope toa
medic ar the afficer would be listed as
killesd in action. Then Hipes suggesied
A mowe direct rowde 10 the ahd station
than the soldiers had been following

The four picked up the litter and ran
helibent 1o ensure their officer gol
belp in ime.

“This,” Hines'insisted, *is the cs-
sence of JRTC. E
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No longer a navelty,
-Distance Leaming has
become a necessity

By M3Sgt. Bob Haskell
Meaional Guard Surecu

tis ensy inimagine Lt Col. Crag
Boad =l the contrald of an AH-

64" Apache™ sttack helicopter,
locked oo mn enemy tank to laanch &
Hellfire missile from: three miles
away. The lean, 48-year-old Bond
certainly seems focused enough to
do a lot of domage from o distance
with the right stuff.

The 3.7-mik: range of & Hellfire,
however, is a mene stroll across the
street compared to the distances on
which the Army Matiopal Guand
aviation officer from Maryland §s
focusing his energies these days.

Distance learming has become
Cralg Bond's makn misgion in life as.
the Anmy National Guard” s distance
Tearning tearn chief ot the Readiness
Cemer in Arlingion, Va.

The team’s motto? “Those who
learn fastest win™

Dsiance learning involves tans-
mitting standordized training lessons
oncyberspace video and audio hook-
ups ig citizen-soldiers who are far
fromm the places where the clusses pre
being conducted.

"Distance lesmning is one of the
ikl oat-cffective ways to keep us
more responsive than other fighting
fonces,” insisted Bond, His five-member
teamn is spearheading the Army Guard”s
effor 1o train thoosamnds of citizen-sol-
diers in everything from unit clerk proce-
dures to warfighting thetics Tor a lol bess
maney thun it costs o send them o resi-
dent training facilities for prolonged peri-
(i

“The National Guard can no longer
afford to satisfy its truining demnnda by
sending soldiers 1o disian training acad-
emics and schools,”™ states an April infor-
mation paper. “Only distance Jeaming
offers the potential for the Guand o in-
crease ils sate of readiness within the
constrainls of manpower and bodget.”

The truining s critical for those Guard
paldiers who miast mudniain their profi-
ciency and for others who must leam new
skills beconse unal missions have chunged
or because downsizing has forced them to
find different mititary homes.

Distance learning uses today’s neal-
time technology 1o rain citizen-soldiers
in @ network of elassrooms being sef up
scross the country — from Augusta, Mane,
to Ashland, Ore. The intent is 1o take the
training to the soldiers instead of taking
the soldiers to the treining.

They can talk 1o one another from up o
T remode locations over an audio bridge
and on classroom microphones called
Polycoms. They can sce one another, is
well as instructors and visual aids, on

L

CHING out to
TEACH someone

video hooloups originating at such facli-
tics as the Guard’s Professional Edoca-
tion Center in Linle Rock, Ark., and
Army schools. They can teach and they
can confer withoot the expense and Bime
of leaving thelr home tur.

It is & for ory from pursuing the old
system of cormmespondence courses, in-
cluding the Army’s Sergeanis Major
Academy and officers” command wnd
penernd stail colleges, through the mail.

Dhstance learning may be as old as the
sagecosch, but it has come alive during
the past 15 vears thanks tothe wonders of
compoters and the Internet, said Angela
Messer, a distributive leaming associsle
with the Mclean, Va., firm Booz-Allen
& Hamilion, She has been helping e
National Guurd develop its nation-wide
network fof three years,

That network, she cxpiained, is
groundded on the best ideas from Gca-
demic institations such as Virginka Tech
gnd the University of Moryland, from
commuHcations piants such os MCI and
Sprint, and from successful stafe Guard
networks incloding Maryland. Pennsyl-
vanin and West Virginia

“Coldicrs and tminers will be able
spend less time behind the windshiekd
and more tme maining,” predicied Fred
Poker, another Boor-Allen consultant
whois helping the Guard develop coures
and imin distence learning instrochors,

Distance leaming has cleardy
mrrived.

Beginning this year, the
Army has earmarked an sver-
age of 5100 million a year
through 2005 1o establich dis-
tance learning centers and
classrooms and deveiop
courses, i wis cxpleined
June, Army officials envision
teaching about 430 courses in
nearly 730 classmooms at soldiers” home
stations by 2007,

That process includes redesigning the
courses fo they can be taught over the
nebwork. Al least 31 coprses are expeciad
1o be medesigned each year, explained
Army Goard Li. Col. Peyron Williams, a
truining lechnology mannger ai Armyy
headquariers in Washingion.

The Arrmy Guard, meanwhile, is spend-
g S103.7 million of congressionally-
apgopriated fumds on & (our-year peo-
gram through this Sepleniber 1o develop
s own petwaork that will compliment the
Army s distnnce-leaming system,

The Guand’s long-mnge goals inchade:

= Inatalling &00 to W) clessrooms
throughout the country within s 60-minute
drive of 95 percent of all citizen-aoldiers.

» Four types of facitiies range from single

workstations (o classrooms with 18 work-
stations. Thirty classrooms have been set
up since list year. Another 64 were
shipped out in April,

* Redesigning approximately 70 Army
Guard functional courses so they can be
taught over the network. Eight of these
courses are already being taaght from the
Professionn] Educational Center,

* Training a cadre of instmscton in
distance leamning protocod so thit courses
und conferences can be conducted in an
orderly fashion for people on line through-
out the country. Carefol organization and

BONDED EFFORT - LL Col. Cra
Bond (loft), Robert Weber, Angela
Messor and Maj. Kevin Wright are
making training more accessible
far all Army Guardmembers.

a

preparstion B essential, camtinnod Messer,
“There can be no more shoot- from-the-
hip instruction,” she said. Distance laarn-
ing instroctors need w know how fo inier-
sl with students at nomots Iocations.

» Making the [acilities available ioother
commaunity, state and federal agencies,
such s the Generl Services Adminiitra-
tion, when they are ot being used by the
nation’s citizen-soldiers,

The Mstional Guard network has al-
ready begun 1o prove itself,

TheGamard Bureau's Distributive Train-
ing Technology Project was inducted into
the Smithsonian Institution’s Permanent
Rescarch Collection at the Museum of
American History and Technology in
Wﬂhhi“_ﬂltm o4 H..p:rﬂ B L Col Phal
Vermezr, the project’s former direcior,
accepled the awend. :

“The Mational Gunrd Burean i using
information technology o make great
sirpdes ovward remarknble socta] schieve-
menl in education,” ssid David Allen,
chairman of the museum’s information
iechaology division,

Dwering two days i May, & distance
learning sudio conference dealing with
thiz weays and means of obtaining distanoe
|eaming coursewar: connecied 31 stnlcs
and Puerto Rico with experts at Adlington
and Fort Bustis, Yo Guadmenben par-
ticipabed af 55 differénl silés.

And Towa Army Guord Maj. Michoel
Sinchlerestiminted kast October thal using
the metwork o put six enlisted members
of the lst Battalion, 109th Aviation
through & helicopler repair transition
course of home saved the govermmenl
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WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

Preparing for

DISASTER

By MSgt. Bol Huskell
Natbonal Cruard Buwrean

a subject that can defy the imagination as
experts from ucroes the country studicd the
mwmﬁhﬂummﬂm
destruction during two June doys inArlington, Va.
The upmhot from the first conference of its kind
hosted by ihe National Guird Bureau was that o ot
of people, especially first responders, need i kot of
traindng to cope with biologicil, chemical and even
nndwmﬂnmﬂ#hﬁnﬂmdh-mm
do not play by anvbody :m’ﬁm
“Five people don't leave & big Toarprin,” wam-
ed FBI supervisor Basil “We have no imel-
ligence indicating that termorist groups are prepar-
wmpmﬂmnﬂuhwﬂnuhlhhm

i Cragin,
assisiund secretary of defense for reserve alfairs,
charged nearty 150 police and fire officials,
phsicians, clergy, educators and government
leaders who deliberited on June 8-9 at the Army
National Guard's Readiness Center.

“Weapons of mass destroction and cyher-
terrorism mre the Achilles heal of the United
Sttes,” Crapin said. “We will be attacked. if we
are sttacked, ot our weakest point, We are most
vulnerable bere in the homeland, ™

The conferenie gencrabed far more
than it produced answers for the Guard Bureasi that
must repon the results of 8 $10 million study 1o
Congress in

ﬂupnupnﬂlum:gﬂnﬂi:m

No one in June claimed 1o have comered the

fminﬁem]mhufﬂwhnuimpmﬂeﬂ;h
now,” gaid L. Gen, Edvard Baca, Chief of the
Mational Guard Bureay. “This is a leaming
mp:rir.tnu for us, 1o learn what we need o do o

woila,”
Maj. Gen. Roger Schultz, the now director of the
Am_&fﬂ;l;;ﬂmtmm miare dinect,
tury is inclined ko iake charge, ™ he said,
puncinating his points with & cocked thomb and
finger, “Thar has cansed u bit of tension within the
fespanse community. That was not our inlen."
ﬁlhhlmnwlrﬁﬂlhﬂnm
Penbigon tour as the Army’s deputy director of
military sapport that coordinates military suppon
1o state and local governments in times of disasier.
President Willinm Clinton has bouneed the
wespons of mass destruction ball into the National
Crsurd' s court with his recent announcement Ul
10 states have been sebectad 10 activate 22-member

Th#mmmtﬂ:ﬁmﬂn,t:uw Georpia,
Minoks, Massachusetts, Missoori, New Yuﬂ:_

| Pennsylvands, Toxas ond Washington, o
Secrelary

uhnmﬁ,:n.phuﬁlhfm::

Cohen, based on threat assessment, H;h-w
turgets, the svailability of the Guard's airlift siefs,
proximily o federal emerpency resources and
affilintions with adjoining staics.

But whnt will the teams ssiess? How many
police and firemen who are first on the scene will
ke put in harm's way? How moch trining showld
they have? How quickly can the first responders
count on federal belp? Who'll be in charpe? And
ETMHIWHMHM1EM

Those were some of the complex issues debated
it length during the two davs in Virginia.

Hiological agents, for example, are considered
43 peroent of the threst level, pointed out the FBI's

The experts, split into eight different
working groups, did sgree on somie basic

* There are no experts on the subject in this

Coumtry.

# The syalem for dealing with 1erroris
atacks is wlrendy in place. Local, ftate and
federal agencies have worked togeth-er muny
times in the past while dealing with Aoods, borri-
mﬂmmﬂ;m‘;ﬂrﬂmﬁunm
Ly poinfed oul.

* There is oo aatkonal strategy for educating the
American people shout the threst or coping with
lorge numbers of casunlties,

* Leaders msl creale & nathonal vision for denl-
ing with weapons of imnass destrsction,

'ﬁ’eminmﬂnﬁtyﬂhmngmﬂmﬁf;lhnm
issues,” snid George Foresman, assistant coordine-
tor for Virginda's Department of Emergency Ser-
vices. “We hive the strocture, bat we' do not have
adequate resoarces i this country to deal with Large
mumbers of contaminated or exposed individoats,”
h:mnu:dhmn,

*There & lack of public edikation for preparin
for the unthinkable,” ohserved Dr, George Buck 5
from Florida's St Petersborg Jonior College. “We
had 167 people klled in Dklshoma, bist we’ve
never had 500,000 people killed, That's what we
nesd 1o prepare for,™

As complicated ns the issues may be, the groap
nppreciafed Federnl Emergency Managemend
Agency coondmator Michas] Austins asvessmaent of
why weapons of mass destruction events sre differ
ent from natural disssten.

People cause them. They provoke fear and per-
haps panic. They may be invisible. They may de-
mand special protective octiona. The spreail
cotiamination to wide areas. i

Therefore, despite the uncenaintics of dealing
with the unknown, Austin said, *we have 1o work
faster and get out there quicker,”

Determining the best wavs o do that i what the
June and Joly meetings in Virgindn are all shout,

Thoss who ook part in the June meotings thooght
the MNathonal Gused Burean had mode 8 good star

“There hos been 4 better quality of discussion
here over the last coaple of days than 1've heant in o
long time,” obacrved Foresman. “IT anyooe thinks

market in dealing with disasters as catastrophic s Doyle, because agents such as anthrax may not be we have solved all of the problems, we have not.
the first atontic bombs. immediately obvious. They are the handest to But we have to credit the National Guard Burcau
“Weapons of mass destroction s firmg and dotect nnd the hardest 1o combat, he explaimedl. for heginming the process.”™
-

DISTANGCE

From Page [0

FZ447 1l would have cosi o
send them o Vieginia for 59
ilnys.

This &5 nol o say that soldiem
i be tmined in every military
kil with long-distance iechnol -
ofy. Developing combat skills,
for example, still depends: on
baikding teamwork, mansuver-
ing, and firing live rounds.

Maj. Gen. Roger Schulte, who

became the Army Guard's 17th
direcior May 29, has given dis-
impcs leamning s full sappor.

“I"s ahewsd transferming skills.
We are going 1o fundamentalby
change the way we trmn soldiers
in the next few year,™ he told
120 sinte represeniatives g the
Armyy Ciuard’s dissance lenming
eonferenca las Apeil

Schultr also acknowledged
that distance leaming cannol
replace all forms of training.

“There 5 a point where we
wind (o put soldbeds in lenb and
#0 dowm range,” e said,

Bond, however, balieves sol-
diers can achicve higher levels
of readiness throogh a combing-
thoti of réshdent truining and dis-
lance learming.

Although he is not an Apaches
pllot, Bond flew helicopters in
Vietnam and he eamed the dis-
tinction & 4 standsrdization in-
structor pilot who has trained
and evaluated odher aviation in-
struciors, Thai makes him one
of the Anmy Guard's 10p guns,

Thigh distance leurming, be
explained, svistor irainess can
be tnoght such things as pre-

flight procedures and aircrafi
sysiems before attending o nesi-
dent course, That means spend-
tog less time gway from their
homes, The saviags in travel,
piy and per diem would be sub-
glantial,

Improved student perfor-
imance is anotler disiances leams-
ing I.'Ihle'L"h\'L'.

The Army Research Instiinee
mecently documentes) the resulis
of the unitclerk educational pro-
gram, =akd Bond. Highty-five
percent of the students padsed a
resideni course, Ninety-two per-

cent passed & distance leaming
COTTSE,

The mesident course for 2
siudenis cost $54, 000, The dis-
tance lecaming course for BE sig-
denis post 5.5 000,

A the distanee Jﬂu.l'mng pro=
gram takes off, il promises io
give the Guard a big bang for
mrmdcmh]}' fewer backs

For mare fformaiton aboul
the Army Guard's distance
lenprmnitg drogram vistthelr Web
i i
www.nghS.ngharmy.milfiing/
el bt
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wos swardad one of the Drug Enforcement
Agency’s highest awands for valor recently by
DEA Administrator Thomas Constuntine and

U&Amwﬂu:lhuﬂm

The Admimssrator’s Award For Valor is given -
1o people who perform above and beyond the call
aof duty while serving with or in support of DEA

mwmk UH-1 Huey in
pileting a helicopter in sup-
pon of the DEA's Domestic Cannabis Ersdics-
tion/Supgression Program in Van Buren County,
Hill's aircraft sustained two engine explosions,
cauming a failure of the engine. From
an altitude of over 1000 feet. Me. Hill was able 1o
crsh land (he doomed crafi,
Wﬁlhnlhmﬂlm
qﬂ hﬁ!ﬂﬂdmﬂ:ﬁmm

with the Eunmkm,dmﬂmi-
cut National Gunrd and the DEA were on board.

“Hill is & member of the 4th Squadron, 278th
~Armared Cavalry Regiment.

A 37-year old lialian sailor aboard a 55-foot
* saifboat is afive thanks to the heroic efforts of

.1 i fect in o freg-
Sl o
nnll-ﬂmvhuﬂnﬁ,uhwuﬂnil;ﬁm
" It was the third person saved by the unit during
a recent three week period; a Portuguese fisher-
man wiis saved May 18; the following day the
1(¥ith helped rescue of & Russian fishing captain
200-miles off the coast of [oclund.

Since 1975, the unit has saved 275 people.

Members of the (o Air Giward s T79h Air-
Lift Wing in Mansfield added to their well-carmed
meputation for commumity involvement when they
beld a bone marrow drive recendly.

‘The drive. hosted by the 178th's Aerial Port’
Sapundron, was (e branchild of S5t Adran
Colosimo, whao had read an article abool the need
for bone manow donors.,

After leaming there was a need dove,
h:uﬂﬂﬂ&-p.. Kathy Cyphert, his nﬁm

center places donors into the National Marrow:

mmmnwmmm
syringes and ghoves 1o 4 bone mamow drive coor-
dimutar, “The only cont (o the unit was for cook-
ies.” Cyphert reported.

More than 165 Buckeye npirmen ami women

in the 10-mimse procedure, which

comsisted of filling out some paperwork and giv-
ing = vinl of blood. That information is sent io the
National Registry where the blood is typed and
donors and recipients are matched.

NEWS

destroyed, Hill 5 cournge.

with the New York Air .
.inﬁmmhmummﬂ

esthamption Heach.

CWOa Phililp HEN {right] is honorad by
'REA Ghief, Thomas Coanstantine, and
Attornoy General Janol Reno,

l:lhh'
mqmm
mwutlu. =

nuﬁmumm Award win-
rierss ths Catitornia Air Guard (63rd
Hrhlrﬂuﬂhu Mng: i.ng!m-mwy

WWWMIFNH; p franti-

-

Compiled by MSgt. John Malthaner

o . )

The California Air Guard 163rd Alr Refurbing

Wllﬂghiﬂﬁmphuumdmm Alr

Daedalian Maininance Award, recogniz-
hl.iih:tﬂnlh:lbpnrdiunnmtﬁmﬂnﬂm
i the Akr Guaind

The Groop abo won the Air Guard’s Muinge-
nance Effectivencss Awand.

The unit wis recognized for its” 100 percen
“mission effectiveness” rating while supporting
real world deployments like Operations Decisive
Endesvor, Tandem Thrust and Dectsive Guard.
Thee 163nd, bosed sl March Alr Reserve Base,
also was honoted for serving thelr commumnty,
its" charitable programs and rheir support of the

* Parimership for Peace: Canducted numenous
visits to and from Ukraine — the former Soviet
repablic - to fosler mternsionnl relations.

* Estublished "Unit Pride;™ a program hat
dedicates u unit aireraft to o different conmonity.
» Conducted spouse, civic and employer sup-
port fights to educate others about their mission.

Virginia Army Guard SGM Gareth Hilton, .
signed o the 29th Infantry Division at For
Belvoir, helpesd rescue s drowning victioyin
Cleveland, Dluo, recently,

Hilioa, a full-tifme member of the Fairfax -
Connty Fire and Rescue Department, was visiting

o

cally waving and yelling in the water, :
Hilton and others quickly formed adwman=
chain o reach the mim.
1 booked iny e water and saw & gy that
looked like be bod swim fins oo™ Hilton saad. 1
realized his joggng pants were arormed his ankles
and his wrists were ted fo his neck with o shoe-
lnee.” Carrying 2 knife, Hillon freed the man,
Oace out of the wiler, they conducied first aid.
Hilton hats served ioall three components of the
Army, He joined the Army n 1970 and served
with the 82nd Airbome Division for two years,
He then joined the Reserve's 11ih Special Foices
Group, where he servod puart-tite until 1994, He
then joined the Virginia Army Goard®s 3rd Bat-
talion, 20th § Fordes Grroup. Hilton fa cur.
rently the sergeant major of the Dividion Toectical
Action Center,

Twar nembers of the Nevada Air Guard’s
152nd Adrlift in Reno — MSgi. James
Lorens and EMSgL Steven Ingersoll — were se-
lected the 1998 Adir Natonal Gaand Rentention
(fice Monager of the Year. and the ANG*s Unit
Career Advisor of the Year, respectively.

Mazsachuneity Air Guord TSpr. Pete Johnven,
u recrudter for the 1020d Fighter Wing, won a trin
of awards recently,

Johrson was a distinguished gradunte (top 10
percent) of the 18 Ar Force Noncomniissioned
Officers Academy at Tyndall AFB, Flo. He also
received the Comnmundant”s Awind,

Johnaon also wis named his state”s Production
Recruiter of the Year, recrulfing 44 people,
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BACK FROM BOSNIA

Virginia's Charlie Company,
3-116th Infantry Hoes its
forefathers proud

Triumphant

By M5gl. Bob Hoskell
National Gierd Bureau

he gods of peace and some ghosts
of war smiled on Charlie Ceoami-

pany inthe northem Virginia lown
of Leeshurg on the first Saturday in June,
It was u pristine day, perfect for an
outdoor ceremony, when 144 Virginia
Army National Guardsmen from C Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, 1 16th Infantry, ac-
cepted tseir medals and 100k their bows
for the year they committed 1o keeping
the peace in distant, war-tom Bosoka
It was June &, the S4th anniversary of
honerr amel sorrow [or norihem Virginia

fnmuties whe bost hushands, Brothers nnd-

sons. when the National Guand’s 29
infantry DHviston spearheaded the D-Day
asasinde o Cimahen Beach in 1944,

A ot of good men from that division
died on that bloody beach in Normandy,
ong of the pluces that marked the begin-
ning of the end for Adolf Hitler"s Thind
Reich and mankimd’s most devastating
War,

Those ghosts were al Legsburg's spa-
cious Tda Lee Park on that Saturday be-
cause the 116th"s three baitalions lod the
29th into the fray.

And everyons could smile becaise all
144 peacekeepers had come safely home
from their dutkes on the Sava River after
becoming the firs Naticnal Guard infan-
try ouifit senl indo hiarm's way since Indi-
nna Rangers hid deployed to Vietnam 30
years eurlier,

Fifty-five Satundays aficr Charlic Com-
pany reported io the Leesburg ammory 1o
begin peeparing for the NATO mission,
the' Virginia Goard, Loudoun County
el the Town of Leesburg hioooed their
DWIL

The tributes teok many forms for the
imei whi afe part of the “Stonewall Bri-
gade”™ made fumious in Joly 18561 during
the First Baitle of Boll Run.

“You're part of o proud hetitage,” said
LL.5. Senutor Charles Robb who thanked
thern for a job well doae.

“Y o are probably belter becauss you
hove served,” observed Congressman
Frank Woll who has visited, Bosmia six
times. “But Bosnia is better and the world

iz safer because of the efforts of you and
micn like yois, There I8 feason Tor hope.”

"You didn"t complain. You didn't
gripe. Yoo didn’ go 1o Canada,” cracloed
Muj. Gon. Caroll Childers, the I9th
Division"s commander.

“In the spirit of those soldiers who
rushed the besches of Normandy, you
have carried on the mdition of being
first,” praised Maj. Gen. Carroll
Thacksion, Virginia's adjutant general,
after presenting every muan with a Vir-
ginia Mational Guard Commendation
Medal.

He also pinned Mentorious Service
Medals on Capt. Michsel Patierson, the
company commansder, and 15 Sgi. Bennie
Drancy.

“Mo comumander- ever had better sol-
diers,” said Patterson, "ot one man be-
fore me let me down.”

Everyone thanked the fumilics, the
friends of farmibes and the eniployers for
currying on while the infantry citizen-
soldiers tratned at Fort Benning, Ga., and
For Polk, La., and Kept the rebanlt besd ge
over thie Savaand te Task Force Pershing

base camp in Croatia secure for NATO
forces from last Movember anti] they left
on April 16,

Maj. Gen. Roger Schultz, the new di-
rector of the Amiy Mationn] Caand, gui-
gily made his presence known by quiz-
ring many of the men about thetr mission
and any problems they bave encountered
SIRCE Coming home.

And velerans benefits advocale
Clumdins Lehmann, 63, of nearby Ashbom
exprzssed his grafitode by showing up in
a military police khald uniform fike the
owin hie wore while serving inthe Ammy i
the: mid-50s.

*Chur country has 1o inke care of every-
one whio has been involved in a foreign
condlict,” be insisted,

“It wies what [ imagined it would be,”
said S5t Robert Smolor who planned to
retirn o bis job'ss o civil engineer with
ihe 115, State Department on the Mondsy
after the Saturday ceremony. “The soc-
cessfiul execution of a mundane duty
mieans staying focused and not becoming
complacent.”

A thilrd of the force was on doty all of

LOVED IN LEESBURG - Company C's 5S5gt.
Robert Smolar (left), with roots in the former
Yugoslavia, shares his thoughts with Maj. Gen.
Roger Schultz, Army Guard director. Infantry-
men (above) march before hometown fans. Capt.
Michael Patterson (below), Company C com-
mander, addresses the crowd and the media.

thie time, Patterson pointed out. The com-
pany logged 29,000 accident-free miles
while patrofling the region.

“Watching wideos, working owt and
cating o¢ cream,” were ways the men
whiled away their down time during the
miild winter, sakd Smolar.

Mundane was what everyone hoped
the misshon would be. No one wanied
bloodshed.

Loundoun County reveres its. soldiers.
A satee, green withage, of a Confesberale
infantryman in a slouch hat and thumb on
thi harmumer of kis musket, stands tall in
front of the old courthounse it downiown
Legshurg. A moch more modern staloe of
George C. Mashall stands nearby. lis
plague proclsims that he lived there while
serving as Army chief of staff, Secretury
of State, and Secretary of Delense; while
winning the Nobel Peace Prize.

Patterson's  peacclicepers have now
joined that fraternity of wumion. Dale
Polen-Myers, chairwoman of the boand
of supervisors, unnounced that “June 6
will forever be Charlie Company Day in
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[ STATES

* Delaware Dike

* 400 Years Old

. Eﬂutnnu Twisters

Shake, raitle and roll

That could have been the theme
for 45 Army Guardmembers of the
nowly-formed 160th Engincer
Company, who recently performed
their two-week annual training st
the Chesspeske and Deloware
Canal realigming a dike o1 the new
Route | bridge.

“The origingd dike was cut oul
during the construction of the new
bridge, leaving a 1,150 foot gap
jiost west of the new bridge. Our
mission is io rebuild the fourth
wall of the dike so that it con be
used a6 dredpe dizposs] area,”
said Capl Fred Cosl, company
commander

The entire project s expectod (o
take 3 year lo copsplete.

=" real plad 1o be oot here on
the worksile repairing the squip-
ment imstead of being in the ar-
miory and reading the monual,”
saiel PFC James Chandler.

NEVADA

The 152nd Airlift Wing retired
its bwo C-130 Pacer Coin sircraft
recently, ending an mnl'phmn
fecOniaissnce miskions.

Pacer Cioln is & day/night all-
wenther reconnaissance and sr-
veillance aircrafl that can provide
intelligence suppeat o command-
ers. It has been used 1o suppon

special operations foroes and
counterdrig activities.

S Rl By e 5

C A LIFORNIA

Phota by 5Sgt. Dan Bowan

A delegation from Spain, led by
firid Vice President Fruncizco
Alvarez-Cascon, visited Sante Fe to
partcipale n commemamiion of
Cunnto Centenario, the 400 year
anmiversury of the first Spanish
sefilernent in the Usited Stuies and
the National Guand, the oldest
cominoously organized mifitia in
ihe mathon,

The first

July 1598,
nine yoars
prior to the
English
seiilemeni
of James-
Lo i

Maj. Gen. Mel- L
vyn Montano 1607

A Slalie
of Cnmle =
WA U=
'.'-:'ill_rn;_] e

{left) welcomed
the Onate sia-
tue in Santa Fe.

National Guard

Giuard and Spanish soldier also
participated in o 300-mile relay ron
- from El Paso, Texas (o Sante Fe
— wlong the historic El Caming
Beal (Roval Road), a road that once
provided mi supplics, com-
merce, livestock ond coliral ex-
change in addition to 3 means for

PENNSYLVANIA

HNO OME HOME - Pennsylvania Army Guard
Sgt. Tim Evans helps with search and res-
cue operations In Lake Carey.

Photo courtesy of the Panneyivania National Guard

military campaigns.

Gus Garlits stood in what was once his two-story
tog home, perched on a hill overlooking the pictur-
esque villnge of Sakisbury, Hit by o tornndo, now only
the floorboards and devasiation remained.

“It took 13 scoomds to destroy what ook me 13
years 1o build,” said the still-shaken Gariite.

Cooventional wisdom puts the rolling termin of
Pennsybvanin off Limits 1o most tornado tracks, but
from May 31 1o June 2, 22 twisters struck the state.

The final toll: five deaths; scores of injurses;
2000 baildings domaged or destroved; and mil-
Hons of dollars in property damiage.

The twisfers also brought o swift response from
pearly 170 Keystone Stite soldiers pnd airmen.

The Guard's first priotily was search and rescue.
Working with state police, they also helped keep
roadways clear for wility crews, end provided a
deterrent for looters.

In Saliteery, 2015t RED HORSE enginvers huul-

ed hundreds of loads of debris to a landfill. Armed
with four dump trucks, the nine airmen had seen
thix hefore, deploying in support of past hurrcane
relief efforts in Florda and Guam,

Inside one of the trocks, TSgt. Chip Koons
bounced ightly in his seat as the frontend loader
compacted the debris on his 20-ton vehicle.

“The last time 1 was called 1o sinte sctive duty
wis 10 help replenich the state’s depleted highway
salt supply,” hnm::ﬂni““fcduﬁngmd,lnhﬂﬂ.
and we're doing & good job now.

Theat same sense of guigt pride ingpired Koons'
“brothers” inthe Army Guond as well

“IMobody likes a dissster,” nofed the 55th
Brigade’s SFC Richard Parry, a 19-year veteran,
“Buat if it happens, we're glad 1o help.

““A mission like this gives us a real sense of
belonging,”™ be sddied. Tt just makes you feel
waorthwhile = of value 1o the community.”™
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HISTORY

s Portrait

of a National

Guard

THE

New York
Iawya-r ‘Wild
Bill' Donovan
left his life of
. hen *Wild Bill”
FHUIIEHE tﬂ l}ﬂnnn died in
1959,  President
DECOMEe 8 Dwight D. Esenbower called
him oar nation"s “lagt hero™
WWI hero ‘e New York Guardsman
eamed Elsenbower's foe
fﬂth his courngeous explolts during
and er of Warld War L The grandson of
poor Ensh alsn was
the present s “:'r 1 mm#m
1o igence
day CIA A:ﬁy (CIA} during World
War [1.

William J. Donovan. was bom in Buffalo, NNY., in

1383, He retumned to his birthplace after graduating from
Columbia Law School in 1907, But practicing law, he
iiscovered, Incked excitement; 5o in 1912, Donovin
joined other wealtlry young men (o found Troop [, New
York Cavalry.

He quickly became the Troop's captain, and in 1914,
led the unit during o potentially violeat rilroad sirike,
Two years later, Troop | was mobilized for Mexican
Border duty. It was there that Dooovan picked up the
nickname “Wikd Bill” for driving his men a5 hard as he
drove himeelf,

Afiter Troop [retumed from the border in Mareh 1917
— 85 America was about 1o emter World War 1 — Dono-
van was called to New York Ciry 10 become
Exccutive Officer of the 151 Baitalion, 69th New
¥ ork Infantry. These were the Irish"” of
Civil War fame, the pride of Insh Americans
everywhens.

iheir induction into Federal service
in Aogast 1917, many of the regiment™s RODs
and enlisted men turned down the chance to
become officers mther than transfer ool When
the 69th was renumbered the 165th ULS. Infantry
mnd placed in the all-Guard 42nd “Rainbow™
Drwision with regiments from Alsbama, Towa,
and o, dis° kentity a5 an Irish regiment from
Mew York City remained intact.

The Fighting Irish errived in France on Nov.,
11, 1917, exactly one year beforo the war's end.
The 42nd was one of the firt ULS. divisions o
emer combil.

By July 1918, Lt. Col. Donovan was cormmanid-
ing the 1635th Infantry’s first hattalion. Leading
the diviskon’s assault across the Ourcy River, the regi-
ment was surrounded on three sides by a strong German
counterattack. They managed to hold, but 600 oul of
|, 000 soldiers with Dosovan's bead bauslion were

gither killed, wounded or missing.
Donovan was awarded the Distin-
puished Service Cross (second only to
the Medal of Honor forrecognizing bray-
ery in combat) for his actions that day,
The medal, he insisted, was not ks im-
portant to him a5 was his soldier’s re-
spect of his battlefield w#

I weulad sk them to do pothdng that |
miyself woakd not do,” e said. "This one
tribute is grester than any honor my
superior officers can give ma.”

Three months later, Donoyan wis hon-
ored aguin with o second DSC, this time

eme. Irigh Catholic Republicans like
Donovan were mre in the 1920s, and
the Democrats used his Mutional Guand
strike duty against hios. “Wild Bill” lost
narrowly. He then weit o Washington
D.C., warking several posts in the Jus-

D. Roosevell to the White House in
1932 ended Donovan’s bopes for o
Cabinet position, but he continoed 10
werve his coumiry a5 an unofficial ob-
server of military and political “heot
spots™ all over the globe.

for refusing evacuntion after his leg was
shatiered by a machine gun bullet — in
1922 this would be upgraded o the
Medal of Honor,

Ini 1940, with the U5, mobilizing for
war, Roossvelt sent Donovan on sev-
eral secret intelligence missions. [n July
194] the govemment's intelligence-

Danovan was a foll colonel command-
inig the regiment, and recupersting from his injuries, by
the time the Fighting Irish arrived home in April 1919,
During the ecstatic victory parade down New York
City"s 5th Avenue, Donovan elected to walk mther than
ride the harse to which his mnk entitled him.

When the troops worried that their relatives would mot
recognize them beneath their stecl helmets, Donovan

# 1 ask that this medal remain in
the armory, to serve as a recogni-
tion of the valor of the regiment,
but most of all, as a memorial to
our brave and unforgotten dead "

WILLIAM J. DONOVAN
Modal of Hanar recipleni

told them, “They're not going 1o soe your fmces, but
they' Il mever forget what you looked like.”

Two years a3 3 crime-fighting District Altorney in
Buifalo Jeg 1o Donovan's 1924 run for Licutenant Gowv-

gathering capability was centralized as
the “CHfice of the Coordinator of Information,”™ or OO,
with Donovan as its head, After Pearl Horbor the COl
became the Oificeof Straicgic Services {055). Donovan,
who returned 1o active duty with a Reserve rank of
Brigadier General, remained as its directar,

Before World War [1, spying was fot considered an
oocupation for gentlemen - or for governmenis run by
gentlemen. Donovan was $o ethical in both his personal
and professional life that J. Edgar Hoover's Federal
Bureau of Investigation — repowned for its ability o
gather dird — could Thid 5o Shelefons in his closel.

“Wwild Bill" Dosovan made expionage respectable,

At the war's end, Donovan receivid a second star, but
when the 055 was recreated a3 the Central Inielligence
Agency in 1947, he was not selected as its first head,
Although President Hary Truman sod Dooovan were
former Cusrdsmen and Warld War | velerans, the two
did not like one apother. Traman wos ot 0 colloge
graduate and hod cultivated & “homespun”™ image. In
gontrast, Donovan was the grandson of poor immigrants
wihi had made hmgelf vo an edocated, culiuned wnd
wealthy man.

Donivvan served as Ambassadar 0 Thailand in 1953-
54, and on several private diplomatic missions in the

years that followed. But in 1956 his povernment
career came to on end. Trgically, the next yesr, he
was diagnosed with Alzheimer's Disease. “Wild
Bill” deteriomted rapidly; he died in 1939 ond was
buried with full military hopors &t Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

William J. Donovan is today best remembered aa
the father of American intelligence, but it was his
career 54 3 soldier that miade his later work possible.
The men whi served under him, whether on the
hattdeficld or in the OS5, were fanatically devoted
o Donovan,

As one former OS5 agent fut it, “"He took care of
his men.”

That selfless attitide was in evidence in 1922
when Donovan rejected the Medal of Honor for
himself. Insiead, he sccepted it on behnlf of the
entirs 165th

A he nold his fl,'!llﬂw “Fighting Irish™ gesembled
in the 6%th Regiment Armory that day: “This medal

was truly won by the entine command ... and 1 ask that this
medil remain in the armaory, to serve i a recognition af
the valor of the regiment, but most of all, as & memoriol

HE ON GUARD
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‘Guardlifts” keep many Air
Guard units, like Maryland's
175th Wing, ready lor war

Frequen
FLIERS

By NSgt, Gary CGaull
Merrylond Nettone! Caord

4 the strained twangy wailings of
Aw.'m.: Nelson's “On the road

i et o vkl i b on the
rocd apeln ™ was piped in over the inter-
com of a C-13E — musically marking
the sturt of another mission — SrA. Paal
Mezzmiwslie crimged.

While Melson™s mid-80s anthem has
become @ callsto-arms for those
pnomadically-inclined, Mezzanoiie — &
guitarist in civilian life — woold sooper
tap & toe 1o rodio static.

1 don’t moch cire for cotuntry mustic,”
confessed the Maryland Air Goard 175th
Wing loadmaster as the cargo hailer bie
wis aboard pulled away from an mirstrip
at their home on Marfin State Afrport in
Baltimiore :

“But,” he added with a resigned nod 1o
Melson, it s good to be on the rmoad
Iﬁ“,“

For those aircrews that serve in the Air
Kathonal Guard, Mezzanolle's observa-
tion and Neluon's nusally notes ring true.
Since |94 citizen-airmen and soldiers
have been hitching rides — or *Guardlifis”
a4 they have been come to be known — 1o
ennunl trakning and exercises wvia Air
Guard cargo planes. That year, almost
17,000 Gunrdmembsers thambed ndes.

Lasy yvearalone, AirGuard crows logped
nearly 32 300 hours, moved 18,600 tons
of equipment and caried more than

| 17,000 Gusrd people.

L Col. Ron James, the 1 75th"s
Crperations Support Flight com-
msmier, foresces busier fimes
shemd,

SHanndlift s one of our pri-
mary missions in the Air Nationa]
Guard,” he reporied.

Famies mdded thai his anit aver-
ages ebout | 500 afr hours anng-
illy. That fninslates mio launch-
ing two Lo three pircrafl per week-
endd anil one prcralt during, the
week. [1 also requires his crews,

Froton by MS3gt Gary Gaull

anaverage, tobeaway fromhome  OM THE ROAD AGAIN - After
fior two to three days. 8 misslon, 8 Maryland crewmember {lop
“Aboulose-quanerofoor mis-  page) heads for a well-earned rest. 1stLt

sions are for pirlifl,” be said. “The
rest are for local training require-
ments, Joint Airbome Air Trans-
portnbility Training and real world opera-
tions and contingenches.™

Newspapen: headlines oflen provdde
Maryland crews with an azimuth o their
et real world mdssion,

They have flown humanitarian mis-
Eions in Somalin Resfire
anl:uﬂ Provide Reliel), Rwanda (Sap-
ot Hope ), Surnjevo (Provide Promise)
and Turkey (Provide Comiiore IT). The
| 75tk also has supported United Nutions”
irosops in Bosnia (Deny Flight and Toin
Cruard ) amd durinig the Persian Golf Waor.

Cumently, the airdift squadron’s efforts
pssistmilitaly forces aafeguarding the no-
fy rone over I (Opemtions Nogthen
and Southern Watch), They also have
opeied their back doors 1o pariroopens
from several foreign mations — many of
them from the former Soviel Union —
supporting the anmial joint service NATO
exercize, Baltic Challenge. Their efforts
i Enwt vear's “Challenge”™ in Estonin drew
raves reviews from a high-ranking gen-
erad in MATO's Army European Com-
mand. and an invitation 1o Lithuatia this

Gary Bermnard (above), a co-pilot, prefers
‘Guardlifts’ to Uganda.

mponith - the site'of this year's exencise.

“What is ofien moutine, such a8 these
"Cloardlift’ missions,” observed James,
who has logged more than 8,000 flying
heours and 24 years service with the Mary-
land Air Guard, " training for war and
real world operatbons.™

O this particular “Cuandlift” o Tymdall
AFB, Fla., Merranotte and crew loaded
equipment garmarked for the Oregon Ajr
Cieard"s 142nd Fighter Wing in Pomland,

The Might to Tyndall was ongventiil
mndmoderaiely short, only three hours. A
sinrk comntrnst (o o recend mission st L,
Guary Bermand, o co-pilot, had flown o
wariom Entebbe, Uganda.

“Ihave always thought that it would be
intcresting secing Afnica,” he mecalled
samberly. “The evidenice of war nnd the
slencihof denth were everywihere.,.. burmed
out baildings, wreckage and misery were
everywhers you looked. [ vas really glad
b0 get the beck oot of there.

“It makes these roatine missions seem
good by comparizson,” he added,

The ramp 8. Tyndall provided just a

OFF LOAD - Maryland's
SrA. Paul Mezzanotte
guides a 'K- to the

back of a C-13

sl samiple of what Goard -
er call “routine.” As 175th
Wingers awaited their cargo and
passengers, fighier pilots from
Iowa’s 185th Fighier Wing and
Oregon’s. 142, Mying F- 16 and
F-13 jets, roared into the afler
ivoon skies, An Alr Guand C-14|
crew from Tennessea's 16dih
Airlift Wing snd C-130, fliers
froem Wiest Virginia®s 167eh Ale-
lift Wing were also in Florida
They, oo, were supporting the
Portlund Guardiifi,

Justidown the mmp, cangohaul-
ers with Mew York™s 1089th Adr-
life Woeniy boaded their C-1 300with
equipment and pastengers, all
hended for Skoix City — homie o the
185k,

As the evening drew near, punctuated
by a large apnicot mosn, Merzanotie gof
basy tying-down Two buge sieel boxes, a
pallet and o jet engine. The Eirpotoalod-
172 ooty recdy the 17 51h"s C=1300 The
Muoryland crew had the 155 000-pound
Roact strapped T Face NSl 20 minunmess

175ch flight engincer and rocket soien-
tist, S5t Christine Lang (Fisher-by é-
cenl marmiage ) ensufed the aircralt was
eifie to iy and properly foeled.

“That should be emoogh 1o gel us to the
West Coast,” Lang commicnied after cal-
culiing the C-1304 fuel needs with pen
gnd brain. “All we have 10 do is losd
passengers and take off lomomow,”

The carly moming brovght clear skies
und a buslosd of 142nd maimiainers

"We've been here for two weeks keep-
ing our F-158 Mying."” noted MSgL Mike
Martin, a mémber of the Portland wnit™s
maintenance squadron. “The fighiers have
been using the missile range here,”

The 18 Oregon jei fixers knew their
seven hotr THight was close 1o home when
they spled Moum Hood' s snow-covened
vislcanic cinder cane.

Oy the ground st Portland Alr Base,
142nd F-1 5 Eagles screamed overhead as
its maintainers disembarked and Mary-
lond crew members handed of T theircargo
o J42nd serinl pon professionals. The
Air Guard crews from Tenmnessee and
West Virginis lollowed suil.

“We'll climb o 30,000 feer and catch
the tailwindshack to Martin Simte Adrport
i mayhe six hours,” informed 17546 pi-
ot Maj, Dave Woodwonth, preparing for
tnkendf.

. s the 17 51h crew headed emst, closimg

the book onanother suceessful “Guard ™

chapter, Willie Nelson's ode io trmvel
pgain crackled over (he intercom,
This tkme, Paul Merzanotie smiled.
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