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Guard men and
women are headed

Guard helps break the ice

™ Vermont, New York, New
Hampshire, Maine called out

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

he afternoon may have been un-
I comfortably frigid, but the heart-
felt sense of duty displayed by the
Sgt. Steven Mitchell would have warmed
even the coldest of bones chilled by lce
Storm 98,
“We aren’t here to make any money,”
said the Vermont Army

Schools were oul and 50 was eveéry-
thing else. Lights, water, fumaces and
milking machines. More than a million
people - friends, neighbors, farmers and
other folks they did not know -- needed
help. Now.

Many Guard men and women left their
Families in dark, chilled homes 1o help
others ffaw out as well 4z dig out. Maine
Army Guard SFC Daniel Fortin's wife
and 12-year-old daughter remained in
their rural North Whitefield home out-
side Augusta while Fortin was on duty,

“We're collecting rain water and boil-
ing it on our wood stove for bathing,”
Fortin said. “We're sharing my brother's

generator with five

Guardsman while clear-
ing fallen trees for new
power lines on Lake
Champlain’s northemn
Isle La Motte. “It's the
sense of satisfaction vou
get from helping the
people you live with.”
He was not alone.
Thousands of Na-
tional Guardmembersin
Maine, New Hamp-
shire, Vermont and New
York bundled up, then

P e

other families to keep
the perishable lood
from spoilimg in our re-
frigerators and freez-
ers.”

How bad was this
storm?

A five-day torrent of
rain and ice crippled
eastern Canada and
turned parts of the four
states, incluoding upstate
New York and Maine's
most populated regions,

fired-up chain saws,
generators and every

an-::-I by MSgt. Toby R. Youngs
GIVING A LIFT - Maine

mnto a winterwasteland
of broken trees, snap-

interized vehic ili
win en‘ ed vehicle they Army Guard Spc. Shawn ped utility F?iﬁ. and
could climb into to help pe grounded power lines.
ry Murray operates a bucket ;
their neighbors recover | Nearly 600,000 peo-
T fae i oader while a public :
m @ storm 1 ple lost their electricity
works employee trims an ; .
astated the Northeast be- i tad heanch. for days on end in
fore Janvary's second F-coa l: Muaine where 15 of the
weekend. 16 counties were de-

They went door-to-door looking for
people who could not or would not leave
their homes as temperatures fell to dan-
gerous levels, A snow storm compounded
their relief efforts the following week.

“First,” explained Maine Army Guard
Maj. David Duehring, “we're trying to
keep people from freezing.” He teamed
with his state's Emergency Management
Agency to coordinate the Guard's activi-
ties.

clared a federal disaster area. Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore flew in Jan. 15 promising
$28 million in immediate federal assis-
fance.

A half-million New Yorkers alsowere
afflicted in five counties declared disas-
ter areas by President William Clinton.
The storm hit less populated areas in
Vermont and New Hampshire, but tens

B See ICE STORMS, Page 13

TYPHOON
FOLLOW-UP

Phato by Sgl. Edward |. Sigusnza

Guam Army Guard PFC Danlel
Crisostomo (front) and Spc. Vincent
Flores, members of the 1224th Engineer
Detachment, use a chain saw to clear
debris left by Supertyphoon Paka in
mid-December. See story on page 11.
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GUARD  MaiL
Fighting Anti-Journalism

Congratulations on an excellent
article, "Guard to fight anti-terrorism,”
and also for taking subtle double-nega-
tives to such a new height. We are now
developing the trainology to seek out
and find the enemy. And they are us.,
Sign me up 1o go fight those nasty anti-
lerronsts.

Seriously, we can be proud of our
ability to stand and fight side-by-side
with everyone else in uniform. When
terronists attack any one of us as a
symbol of this country’'s success, they
attack us all. Let's keep our guard up.

SFC Allan R. Hach
New York Army Guard

Editor's Note: We received seve-
ral calisfletters about that headline --
Guess we'll launch a campaign
against agti-journalism.

it's a Ring Thing

You probably hate those letters that
begin "1 really like your newspaper,
but ..."”

On page six of December’s issue is a
picture of a woman working under an
F-16 jet with & ring on her right hand
ring finger. This is not the image of
safety we should be sharing with the

“world. Your staff could do us all a

favor by watching for these kinds of
safety violations.

This picture could be better used in a
safety magazine as an example of what
not to do.

GUARD/ 2245

Eafet_v Concerns o

The article itself was greal, We were
in Turkey (Operation Provide Comfort)
Iast Christmas and are returning this
spring. It reminded me of the things we
accomplished when there last, and the
challenges of this upcoming deploy-
ment.

CMSgt. Rick Lederman
Ohio National Guard

‘Into’ition

I've been a member of the Montana
Air Guard for 27 years. I recently had
the pleasure of reading a story concern-
ing New Yorks" tuition assistance bill
(Dec. 1997).

This article 15 just the ammunition
that I need to get to our state legislature
here in Montana. We have no tuition
assistance bill in Montana and we are
suffering losses to neighboring states
Just as New York was,

Could you possibly send me 17 issues
of the December issue. I will see to it
that it i5 distributed to our 17 state rep-

resentatives.
MSgt. Larry Wilda

Montana National Guard

Rescuing the Truth

I was pleased to see the significant
efforts of the Alaskan rescue commu-
nity mentioned in your Year in Review
issue. Since assuming rescue alert in
1990, the Alaska Air Guard's 210th
Rescue Squadron and the Alaska Res-
cue Coordination Center (assigned to
Headquarters, Alaska ANG) have work-
ed around-the-clock, every day of the
year, to save people in distress.

from readers. All letters must

Alaska Rescuers

Likewise, Alaska Army Guard units
are often critical to saving lives in the
vast reaches of our country’s largest
state; most recently, in the sovereign
nation of Russia.

One note though ... your photo of the
dramatic helicopter rescoe of snow-
mobilers who fell into & glacier
crevasse was attributed to the Alaska
Army Guard. While we in the 210th
applaud the often heroic accomplish-
ments of our Army Guard comrades,
the helicopter and crew pictured were
members of the 210th based at Kulis
ANG Base in Anchorage.

Thanks again for the mention, and
for your fine publication.

Maj. Chuck Foster
Alaska National Guard

Editor's Note: The airmen and wo-
men of the 210th were credited with
saving 110 people last fiscal year,
bringing their total to almaost 400
lives since being activated in 1990.
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I.ETFEIS PoLicy:

The On Guardwelcomes letters
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include the writer's name, address
and daytime phone. Names may be
withheld upon request. All letters
are sybject to editing for style,
content and space requirements,
You may FAX your ‘Letters to
the Editor’' to DSN 761-0732 or
(703) 681-0732. Letters can be
mailed to: NGB-PAI-C, 2500 Army
Pentagon, Washington, DC
20310-2500. Our e-mail address:
jmalthan@ngb-emh2.army.mil

By Lyle Farguhar
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“Aruund these parts, we call him the ‘El-EI-EQ’ manager.”
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* Change of Command »*

Arnold takes over 1st Air Force

W FormerAir Guarddirector, Maj.
Gen. Killey, passes flag, retires

By TSgt. Dave Somdahl
North Dakota National Guard

hen Brig. Gen. Larry Amold assumed com-

‘N} mand of the 1st Air Force Dec. 18, he joined

a short but growing list of Air Guard officers

to be selected tokey command positions atop the ULS, Air
Force.

lronically, the man Amold replaced as commander,

Maj. Gen. Philip Killey, was

Fallen Brothers

Move to Maine

1996. Those sitings required the “Guardians of America’s
skies™ to scramble their aircraft 52 times.

Amold, who is expected to pin on his second star in the
near future, $aid he will champion the modemization of
the regional pir defeénse sectors to meet current and future
needs. As apilot who flew 153 combat missions flying
F4Cs in Vietnam, the General also is bent on ensuring
that the Guard’s current crop of fighter pilots are given
the Air Force's newest aircraft, as they become avail-
able. ’

*The technology of Vietnam was good for the time,
but it would be extraordinarily inadequate today,” Armold
observed. “Ttis my job 1o bring modern technology to our
mission, which is protection of the homeland.™

The day also marked the retirement of Killey, a South

Dakotan and former Air Na-

the first Air Guard officer in
recent history to assume com-
mand of a numbered Air Force
when he took over the position
at Tyndall AFB, Fla., four years
ago.

Amald, the former assistant
Air Guard deputy director at
the Pentagon in Washington
D.C., also will take command
ol the Continental United States

tional Guard director, Accord-
ing to Dr. Charles J. Gross, Air
National Guard chief historian,
Killey's historic March 1994
posting was just the second time
in the Air Guard’s 50 year exist-
ence that an ANG officer has
taken charge of a “numbered”
Air Force.

Georgia Air Guoard’'s May.
Cien. George Finch — a promu-

North American Aerospace
Defense Command Region
(CONR). It, too, i1s headqoar-
tered at Tyndall.

One of four orginal num-
bered air forces formed priorto
World War 1, the 1st Air Force
and CONR consist of nearly

Photo by Lisa Carroll

ARNOLD ERA -Brig. Gen. Larry Arnold -

(2nd from right) accepts command of
the 1st Air Force from Gen. Richard
Hawley, ACC commander. Outgoing
commander, Maj. Gen. Philip Killey
(right) looks on.

nent Atlanta attorney, iIwo-time
war veteran and aviator --
earned the initial distinction in
1955 when he commanded the
14th Air Force at Robins AFB,
Ga. Finch ran the Air Guard
from 1948 to 1950.

Lt. Gen. Edward Baca, Na-

11,000 people from the Air Guard, U.S, Air Force and
Canadian Forces. They control the airspace over the 48
contiguous states. st Air Force defenders were credited
with tracking and identifying 677 unknown aircraft in

tional Guard Bureau chief, praised Killey for orchestrat-
ing the transition of primary responsibility for policing

B Sce ARNOLD, Page 4

In a way, Col. Joshua Chamberlain and
the other soldiers of the storied 20th Maine
Infantry Regiment have come home (o roost.

You now have to call Camp Keyes in
Augusta, Maine, to obtain copies of the Na-
tional Guard Heritage Painting illustrating
the 20th’s famous Civil War charge led by
Chamberlain down the side of Little Round
Top at Gettysburg, Pa., on July 2, 1863.

You have to order copies of that print, as
well as the National Guard's other Heritage
paintings and a lot of other promotional
materinl, from a lady named Cathy Freeman.
She is the printing officer for the National
Guard Burean's Printing and Distribution
Center in Maine's capital city.

Eaght truckloads of material used to adver-
tise the Army and Air National Guard have
been transferred from Maryland to & green
warchouse in central Maine because the
Guard Bureau's Advertising Distribution
Center st the Aberdeen Proving Ground is

‘being shurdown. '

“Now it's our job fo ship this material,
such as pencils, pens. pamphlets, coffee
mugs. bulletin boards, and promotional dis-
plays for conferences, to the siates and term-
tories that request it,” explained Freeman.

The Maryland operation that distributed
National Guard material for more than 20
years has been incorporated into the center in
Maine that has eamed its stripes by printing
and distributing copies of official National
Guard documents including 840 different
regulations and some 400 checklists.

It is the only National Guard printing and
distribution facility of its kind.

The change was originally scheduled 1o be
completed by the end of next March. By the
new year, however, anyone who wanis more
National Guard Heritage prints of Maine's
most famous military unit saving the end of
the Union ling during the pivotal afternoon at
Gettysburg had best call Cathy Freeman in
Joshua Chamberlains native state.

Reported by MSgr. Bob Haskell, On Guard
senior correspondent

Wisconsin gets troops
full tuition assistance

Wiscongsin Gov, Tommy Thompson sign-
ed into law a state budget recently that pro-
vides up to 100 percent undergraduate col-
lege ar technical school tition for all mem-
bers of the Wisconsin National Guard.

The new program doubles the state’s pre-

vious 50 percent tuition granl.

THE ON GUARD
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IN THE NEWS

From Page 3

policing and protecting the
United States’ air space from
foreign attack from the U.S.
Air Force to the Air Guard.
Citizen-airmen and women
completed that transition last
October,

“When Phil Killey reflects
on lus career, he can point
with pride to this outstanding
organization and say, ‘I did
that,"" Baca said.

While Killey was justfi-
ably proud of his reign, call-
ing it “the most important
mission any military organi-
zation can have — defense of
the homeland,” he urged
those in attendance (o ensure
that the 1st Air Force remains
properly staffed and equip-
ped, despite a dwindling
defense budget.

*We must maintain a viable
aIr sovereignty posture capa-
ble of deterring and counter-
ing emerging thredts,"
warned Killey, noting hit-
and-run airborne terrorist
attacks, the proliferation of
cruise missiles, and the poten-
tial use of nuclear, biological
or chemical weapons of mass
destruction from thé air.

That message fell upon
imporiant ears, as the change
of command was officiated
by Gen. Howell M. Estes [II,
North Amernican Aerospace
Defense Command
(NORAD) commander and
the Air Combat Command's
top man, Gen. Richard E.
Hawley. More than 40 gener-
als from the U.S. and Canada,
and commanders from each
of 1st Air Force's 10 fighter
units and three air defense
sectors also got the word.

In a related story, Col.
Kenneth Stromquist, com-
mander of the Minnesota Air
Guard’s 148th Fighter Wing
in Duluth, was named the st
Air Force's vice commander,

The former Air Guard advi-
sor to NORAD and the U.S,
Space Command will assume
his new job as Arnold's chief
deputy in March.

L)

By l]'aw; Troyanek
Wyoming National Guard

ive Air National Guard C- 1 30 units
helped “bale™ out New Mexico by
dropping nearly 465 tons of hay for
livestock left starving after a series of
storms dropped nearly 22 inches of snow.

The units -- Wyoming's 153rd Aurlift
Wing (AW), Oklahoma's 137th AW,
Texas's 136th AW, Minnesota's 133rd
AW and Idaho's 189th Aurlift Squadron
—responded to a Dec, 30 call from Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. By the time the request
for help came, 25,000 cattle had already
died.

“1 am pleased that the Air National
Guard has responded so promptly to this
difficult situation,” said President Clinton
in a release. "It is performing an impor-
tant mission for many New Mexicans in
their ime of need.”

Within three hours of getting the call,
the Cheyenne-based 1 53rd crew had their
C-130 Hercules aircraft and crew of 10
headed to Roswell, N.M., for the drop.

Farmers like Duane Frost, who has a
ranch about 25 miles north of Roswell,
appreciated the speedy response,

“I"ve been trying to break through drifis
all day and could only get to about 50 of
my cattle,” he said. “My cattle are in
pretty bad shape.

“Without this help,” Frost added, “I'd
really be in big rouble.”

Upon arriving in Roswell, the Wyo-
ming aircrew went about refreshing them-
selves with the operational aspects of the
mission. Their last hay drop was in 1979
near Horse Creek, Wyo. This was their
first hay drop outside the state,

Instead of dropping small bales, as they
did nearly 20 years earlier, the Wyoming
crew were required to drop bales that
were 8 feet long, 4 feet deep and weighed

nearly 2,000 pounds.

Working with New Mexico Emergency
Management Agency personnel who co-
ordinated deliveries at the Roswell air-
port, Air Guard crews used coordinates
gathered by ranchers and the Civil Air
Patrol to pinpoint the areas in most need.

The C-130s were each loaded with about
seven one-ton bales of hay. Each bale had
already been strapped to a 4 x 8 sheet of
plywood to make them easier to handle.

As the aircraft approached the drop
poinis at alttudes of 300-feet, ground
crews pushed the bales out the back of the
aircraft. Upon impact with the ground,
the bales immediately burst open, attract-
ing the attention of the livestock.

Despite the mission’s urgency, one Air
Guard crew, according to a local newspa-
per, did experience a lighter moment.

Many of the bales of hay, it,was re-
ported, were full of field mice. Load-
masters carefully watched the bales in
flight to ensure that rodents didn’t make

= ‘TAG' TOPPING

Photo by SMSgL Bob Walkins

HAY HAULERS - Wyoming Air
Guardmembers with the 153rd
Airlift Wing load six, 2,000-pound
bales of hay on their C-130.

any unscheduled tours of the cargo bay
because mice can chew through wires.

On one flight, as a C-130 was neaning
its drop site and with its back door open,
a large mouse leaped from a bale. An alert
loadmaster set chase, kicking the mouse
out the rear of the plane. Caught in the air
draft behind the plane, crews recalled
watching as the rodent.rocked in theair.
current; its four legs stretched out and its
tail straight back. As the mouse began its
decent, the amused crew yelled, *Air-
borne.”

Editor’s Note: New Mexico Agmy
Guard men and women log ged more than
2,000 “manhours” clearing roads, pro-
viding law enforcement and delivering
Jfood and medicine to stranded families,

HE ON GUARD
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* Celebrating

Lt, Col. Nate fhamaﬁ teaches troubled
teens-about the Buffalo Soldiers

Rooted to reaching ouf

By SSgt. Judy Ojard
Minnesora National Guard

hy would a successful, middle-aged photo-

grapher want to uncover the roots of an ob-

scure military unit? And how can his research
benefit at-risk teens? Lt. Col. Nate Thomas, a man with
deep roots of his own, has answers to both questions.

“Studying the Buffalo Soldiers has helped me to
understand my own roots, and the history of African-
Americans in the military,” explained the Minnesota
Army Guard officer. “Learning this helped me, and I
thought it could help other young people, as well.”

Thomas — a member of the St. Paul-based Headquar-
ters Detachment, State Area Command -- has channeled
his interest in the all-but-forgotten military unit into a
unigue program. The Minnesota Cavalry recreates Buf-
falo Soldier platoons to teach troubled African-Ameéri-
can teens discipline and racial pride.

“Someone has to take an interest in these kids,” Tho-
mas said, his nsual ready smile erased by the seriousness
of the topic. “1 like to feel 1 have the capacity to change
kids" lives. I want 10 see kids lead productive lives.”

The original Buffalo Soldiers, the 9th and 10th Cav-
alry Regiments, were all-black military units that helped
keep order and promote settlement in the western and
southwest territories from 1866 to 1891. They also
served with two black infantry regiments - the 24th and
25th -- during the Indian and Spanish-American Wars.
Despite their accomplishments, they have gone largely

Living a

»

ficer.

time as the chief personnel of-

She’s had other titles and jobs

Black

History

3

unrecorded,

Thomas’ interest in the group,
and his extensive volunteer work,
have brought him a cluster of pres-
tigious honors, including the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People Roy
Wilkins Award in 1996. He was
one of Minneapolis television sta-
tion KARE's “Eleven Who Care™
honorees the same year. In 1997,
Minnesota Congressman Bill Sabo
recognized his efforts.

The son of a struggling single
mother in Clayton, Ala., Thomas
grew up with strong community
andreligions values, things he feels

-are lacking today, ,_ Photo by SSgt. Judy Ojard
Lt. Col. Nate Thomas

“There was a lot more disci-
pline,” he recalled. “If you did
something wrong, a neighbor might punish you, then
your mom would punish you even worse.,"”

Still, he said, poverty and racism left their marks on the
young people of the community.

“I realized at an early age that economics dictate who
you are, black or white. By the time [ grew up, many of
the kids | knew were dead,” he said.

Keenly conscious of racial inequality by the time he
graduated from high school in 1964, Thomas joined civil
rights demonstrations in Selma, Birmingham and Mont-
gomery. He also marched with Martin Luther King Jr.

With his mother’s orging and partly on his own,
Thomas vowed to educate himself. He took classes at
Miles College in Birmingham, studied art by correspon-
dence, and convinced a local professional to teach him
photography. Pursuing another special interest, history,
he discovered inexplicable gaps in the textbooks.

“Except for slavery, there was almost nothing about
Afro-Americans in history books, 1 found two authors

tional Guard.
After graduat-
ing from Arkansas

who had written about the Buffalo
Soldiers, though. I read everything I
could find.”

The Vietnam War interrupted Tho-
mas' studies and political activism.
He used the experience to his advan-
tage.

As a young Air Force photogra-
pher, he found himself accompany-
ing Marine units on reconnaissance
missions. His job was photograph-
ing casualties. 5

*That’s how they did body counts,”
he said. “Whatever happened to those
Marnnes, | recorded 11"

When Thomas returned home, he
used the GI Bill to earn a degree in
business management at the Univer-
sity of Alabama. His photography
skills eventually landed him a job
with 3M.

Throughout, Thomas has worked toward bettering
race and gender relations. His small platoon of teenage
“Buffalo Soldiers” meet regularly and appear, in uni-
form and on horseback, at parades and special events. -

Rgcently, he gathered 18 African-American boys,
ages 8-11, identified by their teachers as “at-risk,” fora
weekend at Camp Ripley. Thomas orgamized a group
that included a registered nurse, a fire inspector, a youth
parole officer, community leaders and several business
owners, to share their expertise. Activities included
classes in CPR, fire safety, environmental awareness,
drill and ceremonies, hiking, story-telling and sports.

Nor has he forgotten his geographic roots. For the last
10 years he has spent two weeks each summer teaching
photography and African-American history to “at-risk”
teens in Selma, Ala.

“I tell them, that it's no tragedy to fall short of your
goal,” he said. “The tragedy is having no goal.”

As she has grown in her mili-
tary career, a generation of atti-
tudes about women serving in

really want to be a
lawyer,” Bolden
said. “The more I

DREAM

By Lt. Col. Mike Milord
District of Columbia
National Guard

s she worked on the fam-
Aily farm in rural Forrest

City, Ark., 13-year-old
Barbamette Bolden dreamed of
becoming a lawyer.

Although that dream would
eventually become a reality, it
was her decision several years
later to join the National Guard
as a personnel clerk that reaped
a richer harvest,

Bolden was recently promoted
to the rank of colonel in the
District of Columbia National
Guard, where she serves full-

during her career, including
mother, Boy Scout leader,
Webelos den leader, and, for a
brief time, lawyer.

“I really didn't know exactly
what 1 was getting into, but a
man | worked withinvited me to
join,” recalled Bolden about her
decision to join the Guard. At
the time she was acollege senior
at Arkansas State University and
part-time employee at Sears-
Roebuck in Jonesboro, Ark.

Understandably, her mother
was not a fan of military life.

“She discouraged us from
serving in the military,” Bolden
explained. “I think she was afraid
of losing a son or daughter in
combat, because my brother was
injured in Vietnam.”

In fact, she didn't tell her
mother for a long time that she
had enlisted in the Arkansas Na-

State in 1975 with
a masters degree,
she went to Wash-
ington’s Howard
University Law
School and contin-
ued her part-time
avocation in the
D.C. Army Guard.

She also worked part-time as
acongressional staffer, and with
several Washington-area firms
specializing in tax law.

Shortly after getting commis-
sioned at officer candidate
school, Bolden graduated from
Howard with a Juris Doctorate.

But there was a dilemma.
Fully credentialed to fulfill her
dream, she placed her life as a
barrister on hold toaccept afull-
time position in the D.C. Guard.

“Having worked in several
law firms, Idecided that I didn"t

got involved in the
National Guard, 1
found it was some-
thing 1 really
wanted to do.”
That early deci-
sion has stretched
to some 20 years
now. Along the way
she met her husband, Rodney,
and together they raised four

children, Tomeka, Allen,
Rodney and Douglas.
“Pursumg a mili career

and raising a family can often be
at odds, especially where it in-
volves travel,” Bolden noted.
“And while my duties have re-
quired me to be away from home
for extended periods, being in
the National Guard makes it
easier o be with the family be-
cause of its hometown orienta-
tion.

the military has grown along
with her. _

“Most of those attitudes have
goneaway,” she said. “The thing
people look at is -- can you per-
form the job?

*Now,” shecontinued, “ we're
viewed as soldiers and evalu-
ated as soldiers.”

Having reached the rank of
colonel, the former military po-
lice battalion commander would
like to achieve one more D.C.
female first -- 1o become a gen-
eral officer.

- She’s confident that it is an
attainable goal.

“I've been very fortunate to
have fair, but tough leaders here
in D.C. who have helped me
prepare for greater responsibil-
ity,” she.said. “They have led
and paved the way by their ex-
ample and hard work.”

HE ON GUARD
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ON THE BORDER - U.S. Army
infantrymen depart a "White
Hawk' flown by lilinois Army
Guard pilots in Macedonia.

Colorado, Missouri and
lllinois” troops deploy to
former Yugoslav Republic

‘ABLE’
BODIES

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

National Guard Bureau

ow will it play in Peonia?
H It's a litmus-test phrase Charles

Colson often pondered as a
prominent member of President Richard
Nixon's White House staff whenever that
administration embarked ona new course.

This should play pretty well.

Twenty-two National Guard soldiers
from an aviation unit based in that central
Illinois city are flying and maintaining
three snow-white Army helicopters in the
European nation north of Greece this
winter as part of a United Nations peace-
keeping force.

Their objective is to be seen and heard
as much as possible so that anyone think-
ing about expressing their cultural differ-
ences ina violent manner will think again.

The Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia’s northern border is where
they go looking for attention on most
days when the winter's cold, penetrating
moming fog gives way to crisp, clear
skies just right for flying from the capital
city of Skopje up to mountainous, wind-
swept ridges toward Serbia.

“These are non-tactical missions, You
can't paint a helicopter white and then fly
2000 feet off the ground and be invisible.
We fly high so a lot of people can see us,”
said rangy Warrant Officer Kevin
Callaway, who pilots the big UH-60 heli-
coptersusually called Black Hawks. These
three birds are called White Hawks.

“It's a lot different than the way we
were trained,” added Callaway, who
learned to conceal helicopters by flying
considerably closer to hills and valleys

HE ON GUARD
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during his 11 years in the ac-
tive Army. He joined the Illi-
nois Army Guard’s 1st Battal-
ion, 106th Aviation in.Peoria
two Octobers ago.

That's not the only thing
that is different for this Praine
State unit that has become the
mobile air asset forthe Army’s
350-member Task Force Able
Sentry. Infantry soldiers man
four observation posts and
watch over a 50-mile stretch
of the Macedonian-Serbian border. The
jobisto help the UN prevent conflicts that
have torn up nearby Bosnia from spread-
ing to other parts of the Balkan region.

The 106th is among the first three Na-
tional Guard outfits from America’s heart-
land serving for six months with the UN
force that has been keeping the peace in
Macedonia since July 1993,

Thirty-four combat engineers from
across Missouri and nine military police-
men out of Golden, Colo., are also en-
gaged in the mission until late February,

The Army has shut down four of ils
eight border observation posts since last
November and has reduced its force from
500 to 350 soldiers, explained Li. Col.
Robert Pidgeon, commander of the [st
Armored Division's infantry battalion
based at Camp Able Sentry. The peace-
keeping mission is slated to end Aug. 31.

This has hardly diminished the 65
Guardmembers’ resolve to help keep the
peace in the ancient area of Alexander the
Great. that USA Todav has identified as
one of this year’s 10 potential interna-
tional flashpoints.

“This is every bit as important as

Bosnia,” insisted Missouri SSgt. David
White of the Macedonian mission that
has not generated the attention that NATO
peacekeepers have received.

The fundamental difference is that
NATO troops have ended a deadly and
destructive civil war in Bosnia, whereas
UN troops have deterred warring fac-
tions in Bulgaria, Serbiaand Greece from
interfering with tiny Macedonia that be-
came an independent nation in 1991,

“Keeping the peace in a country is im-
portant, no matter what the country,”
White observed.

At 34, he is a full-time Guard worker
and a 12-year Army veteran who sharp-
ened his skills in Germany and Korea,
and at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., where
he was a heavy equipment instructor.

The Missouri Guard troops from the
35th Engineer Brigade have spent most
of their time tearing down the four obser-
vation posts and one base camp and have
expanded two of the remaining outposts
to accommodate twice as many soldiers.
By early January, they had completed 86
percent of their 923 work orders that have
included repairing roads for two remote

Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell

DIGGING IN - Missouri soldiers with
the 35th Engineer Brigade (above)
dig into Macedonia soil, while a

Colorado. Army. Guard. MP, PFC.

Paul Durnez, checks a motorist at
Camp Able Sentry.

Macedonian communities.

“These guys are better, without a doubt,
than young active Army engineers who
are just finishing their training,” praised
Pidgeon. “I've got master electricians
and real-world carpenters here. When
they're not serving in the Guard, they're
framing houses.

“The heavy equipment operators know
how to run four or five pieces of equip-
ment,” Pidgeon added. “Their work ethic
i5 great. They know how to get it done.”

That fact has not escaped Maj. Gen.
John Havens, Missoun’s adjutant gen-
eral. He has promised to try to arrange
mterviews with civilian employers for
those engineers who are returning home
without a job.

Aviation Sgt. Mark Kincaide, a heli-
copter crew chief, is aclassic case of good
timing. He received his associate’s de-
gree in aircraft maintenance from Rock
Valley College on a Friday last August.
He reported for duty in Peoria, bound for
Macedonia, the following Monday.

“It’s warmer here than what I'm used
to. But it's foggier. It reminds me of
London,” said Kincaide who learned about
Europe during four years in the Army.

Ist Sgt. James Erickson is a 15-year
infantry veteran whobecame the aviation
unit’s top sergeant three days before it
was mobilized,

“I had never dealt with women or war-




KEEPING THEM FLYING. Sgt
Mark Kincaide, an lllinois Army
Guard Black Hawk crew chief,
sheds some light on a problem.

rant officers in my units before. It has
been quite an education,” he said. “T"ve
learned a lot about how much these avia-
tors have to know and how much time
they spend to keep those birds flying,"

Camp Able Sentry is where the unit
lives and works in white, trailer-sized
cargo containers. It is a gritty, former
Yugoslavian Air Force base that is bor-
dered by new barbed wire and stumpy,
concrete pyramuds. It is punctuated by
white observation towers and sandbagged
fighting positions.

The UN force may be there to keep the
peace, but it is prepared for war. It's a
philosophy Guardmembers have adopted,

Most of the aviation missions, for ex-
ample mvolvefivine distinpmished visi-
tors - including a Congressional delega-
tion led by Missouri Representative Ike
Skelton -- to the border observation posts,
or inserting four-man Army infantry pa-
trols along the border and then extracting
them a few hours later.

"It challenges our navigational skills,”
said CWO2 Jason Gerald, who has logged
more than 1,000 Black Hawk hours, “We
do not want to cross the border and cause
an international incident."”

Otherwise, the flights are fairly routine
“ash and trash™ missions. That means
they haul just about anything -- from
walter canisters to toilet parts.

And, should fighting break out, they
are set to mount two machine guns in their
helicopters along with 400 rounds for
each gun and fly an eight-man quick
response team to any spot along the bor-
der within 30 minutes. They mounted the
guns, loaded a team and took off in seven
minutes during 4 recent drill.

Yes, they are eager to return to their
homes and families and their civilian
pursuits as computer programmers, truck
drivers, mail carriers and law enforcers,
later this month.

But the time in Macedonia is passing
quickly enough, Erickson noted, because
their mission requires someoné to be on
duty all day, every day.

When it is over, however, they hope to
return to Ilinois confident that the bit
they did to make the white UN helicop-
ters visible signs of peace over Macedonia
also will play well in Peoria.

INSIDE ABLE SENTRY

Army Guard CSM John Leonard went
to Macedonia to meet deployed troops

Enllstlng

By MSgt. Bob Haskell "
National Guard Bureau

arch was the traditional town meeting month
M when John Leonard Ir. was growing up on the

Maine coast. That’s when the voters in coun-
Iry towns gathered to argue and vole, sometimes late
into the night, about spending precious tax dollars f::vr
their roads and schools over the next year.

Now, any month will do, including January, for John
Leonard Jr. who presides over town meetings in such
far-flung places as the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia. Leonard is a command sergeant major who
15 beginning his second year as the Army National
Guard's senior enlisted advisor.

~ + He reparts to Maj. Gen. William Navas, Director of

the Army National Guard. He can't be everywhere at
once, and he can’t wait until March to find out what is
on the mind of thousands of Army Guard enlisted people
serving around the world.

‘S0 CSM John Leonard Jr. holds town rl:l:m:ungs wher-
ever he is and whenever he can.

In January he was at the Camp Able Sentry dining
hall near Skopje, Macedonia’s capital city, surrounded
by 48 Army Guard people from Missouri, [llinois and
Colorado who are part of thg United Nation’s peace-
keeping force, They are spending the winter in the new
nation north of Greece, helping to prevent the cultural
conflict that has torn up nearby Bosnia from spreadmg
to other parts of the Balkan regmn

“Thank you for what you're doing,” Leonard told

Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskall

MEETING IN MACEDONIA - CSM John Leonard
(center) fields questions from deployed troops.

them as he opened the town meeting. “There's a lot of
turmoil in this part of the world. Because of you and
other people like you, it is being kept under control.”

Then he persistently persuaded the Guard people 1o
relax, sip on their coffee and open up to him.

What did they want to talk about? You name it.

* More training with the active Army before deploy-
ing to Europe.

* More military schools for advancing their National
Guard careers.

= The effect that mandatory anthrix vaccinations for
all U.S. military personnel will have on Army Guard
retention.

* More leadership training for young officers and
NCOs.

* The Guard's new mission back home of responding
to the threat of chemical and biological weapons of mass
destruction,

» New uniforms for soldiers with short arms and short
legs.

' Missouri Spc. Donny Boyle brought up that issue. He
stands 5-foot-3.

Significantly, the citizen-soldiers who came to
Macedoniz last August expressed few if any concerns
about their pay, their families back home, or the pros-
pects of returning to their civilian jobs next spring.

Leonard drew on a wealth of first-hand knowledge
that included a whirlwind tour of active Army units in
Europe with new Sergeant Major of the Army Robert
Hall during the previous week. In Bosnia alone, they
visited 31 units in three days.

The lack of funds for defense in general and the Na-
tional Guard in particular was Leonard’s candid expla-
nation for some of the concerns he heard in Macedonia.
Looking sharp and conducting themselves like profes-
sionals was his uncompromising advice to the Guard
members for maintaining good relations with the active
Army soldiers with whom they serve,

Leonard did not claim to have all of the answers, If he
didn’t know, he said so. He also promised to find out.

That seemed to satisfy this town meeting crowd.

“It"s important for the enlisted people, especially the
young ones, to know that someone like CSM Leonard is
concerned about them,” said Colorado SSgt. Matthias
Stewart. “It’s also important for the sergeant major to
see what the Guard troops are going through,”
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OPPORTUNITY

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

National Guard Bureau

ost people would argue that

Matthias Stewart has done all

right for himself. He is, after
all the provost marshal -- the military
chief of police -- for the U.S. Army’s
Task Force Able Sentry in distant
Macedonia,

Stewart, 33, is a staff sergeant, an en-
listed citizen-soldierin the Colorado Army
Ciuard, who this winter is holding down a
job normally earmarked for officers. The
task force commander respectfully calls
him “Kojak” even though Stewart hardly
resembles the late Telly Savalas, who
portrayed the tough TV detective,

Stewart is mild of
manner. He has a full
head of closely ¢ropped
hair. He is an African-
American,

He isinaunigue lead-
ership position during
this 50th year since
President Harry Truman
integrated the armed
forces in 1948 and, in
effect. initiated this
country’s civil rights
mMOovement.

Stewart is the leader
of eight other men from
the 220th Military Po-
lice Company out of
Golden, Colo., who are
overseeing the safety and security of 350
American soldiers watching over 50 miles
of the Macedonian-Serbian border in
southern Europe. The MPs put on blue
berets and reported for United Nations
peacekeeping duty outside Skopje, the
Macedonian capital, late last August. They
expect to leave later this month.

Matthias Stewart, a casino chef from
the Denver suburb of Westminster, has
made a significant mark within the mili-
tary police fraternity. But he has a differ-
ent perspective about his station in his
life. He says he could have done better.

After 17 years of active Army and
reserve component duty, Stewart believes
he could be a sergeant first class by now,
a platoon leader in his MP company. He
believes he could be well on his way
toward becoming a sergeant major.

He knows he is responsible for who he
is and what he has not yet become during
his five yearsinthe Army Guard. Hedoes
not hold anyone else responsible because
he is black.

“] wanted to blame it on someone, but
[ had to step back and take responsibility

SSgt. Mathias Stewart

O PPORTUNITY

GIVEN the

formyself,” he candidly observed at Camp
Able Sentry, the UN military community
where he is the top cop. “I know I would
have progressed further if I had applied
myself more to my NCO schools. The
Army is changing. I'm an old soldier who
didn’t know all of the new ways.”

February is Black History Month for
America. Matthias Stewarl is an un-
abashed advocate for the equal opportu-
nity cause that February embraces.

He believes all minority members of
the armed forces -- African-Americans,
women and people of Hispanic and Asian
descent -- should continue to get equal
consideration for the schools, promotions,
and leadership positions that define a
military career,

“I reached this level based on merit,”
he insisted. *The Army gives equal op-
portunities for everyone to succeed. All
you have to do is apply yourself.”

Significantly, five of the task force’s
eight Army leaders whose photographs
are displayed inside the Camp Able Sen-
try headqparters are African-Americans.
All four senior NCOs are black.

Stewart also believes
EO should continue (o
be stressed.

“Even though we
screen them, white su-
premacists -- like Skin
Heads and people in the
Jewish Defense League

military,” he said.

The equal opportu-
nity policies ensure that
no one can Fl‘l:\l'ﬂﬂl a
soldier from improving
themselves.

“They must judge
you on your job perfor-
mance,” he noted.

That is how he has
been judged in Macedonia,

“He's highly skilled. He's very mature
and hé'seven-handed,” said Lt. Col. Rob-
ert Pidgeon, the U.S. task force com-
mander. “1 trust him.”

Yes, Stewart acknowledged, there are
reasons why he waited vuntil he was 32
before attending the basic NCO leader-
ship course. There are reasons why he has
not gone 1o the advanced course that can
still be his stepping stone to promotions
and more responsibility.

“My wife and I both work. It would
have been too stressful on our family,”
said Stewart who has an 8-year-old daugh-
ter and a 6-year-old son.

He also believes he can be an example
to others about the importance of taking
advantage of every opportunity.

“QOthers can learn from me,” he said. “If
you're a sergeant, go to a basic NCO
course. Don’t hold yourself up. In the
Army, the best gualified people are pro-
moted.”

Emphasizing equal opportunity, he is
convinced, makes it possible for every-
one to take charge of their destiny.

an enlisted airman in the Air Force
S COMIMmis-

- stll -filter into the

‘Don’tbe so busy practicing
your right to dissent that
you forget to contribute’

LEVELING he
FIELD

By Spe. Aaron Reed
Texas National Guard

hen Brig. Gen. Daniel
James I1 was appointed
Texas's adjutant general

more than two years ago, it was his-
toric for several reasons.

James, previously the vieé¢ com-
mander of the Texas Air National
Guard’s 149th Fighter Wing, is the
first “blue-suiter” to command the
more than 17,000 soldiers and 3,500
airmen of the Lone Star State
Guard. He also 15 the first African-
American to hold the post.

He brought to the position a
unique background that, he says, has
profoundly influenced the way he
approaches the job. After serving as

eserve, James eam
sion through ROTC in 1968, and

served on active duty for the next 10

years,

As the son of Gen. Daniel “Chap-
pie” James, one of the original Tus-
kegee Airmen and the first African-
American to eamn four stars in any
service, he had first-hand memories
of the men who opened the doors of
combat aviation and military leader-
ship to minorities.

His own career is distinguished.
James is a command pilot with more
than 5,000 hours in fighter and
trainer aircraft, including two com-
bat tours in Southeast Asia. He has
twice earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

In a recent interview in his office
in Austin, James spoke at Iengm
about his experiences as a warrior

-and an officer who happens to be

black, about equal opportunity in
the Texas National Guard and about
his future vision.

The organization he inherited is
49 percent white, almost 16 percent
black and 23 percent hispanic in its

enlisted ranks. Of the officers, 82

percent are white, only 6.5 percent

~ black and 9.1 percent hispanic. In a

state where 12.75 percent of the
population is black and 21.14 per-
cent is hispanic, James said that
those numbers fall short.

Q: How has your background
shaped the way you approach the
job of adjutant general?

James: I'm a fighter pilot. That
means [ am a warrior. As a warrior, [
tend to approach things from the per-
spective of our primary mission; thai
is, when called upon, we have to go to
war. I've always thought of combal
readiness as my top priority.

I must have a strong, balanced, har-
monious environment for my soldiers
and airmen so that we can succeed in
combat.

If you are providing opportunity; if
you are training people and giving
them something to do during drill so
that they can serve their cﬂrnmumf:f
and their nation; if you are g
them for excellence; heldin them
accountable for substandard perfor-
mance, providing them with proper
facilities and getting them paid on
time; it will be reflected in your reten-
tion rates,

(Q: Where does equal opportunity
fit into that?

James: Equal opportunity is nght
there in the very begin-
ning. Women, people of
color, people of an
ethnicity that reflects the
community that they
serve, should be found, in
the same percentages, in
organizations in that

66 When

sensiftive

we will »

look at the population of
San Antonio — let's say
it's about 49 percent hispanic — then
you look at a unit in San Antonio, in
the maintenance sections, and you’ll
see that it reflects that. T want the
hghter squadron, which has two —
only two — hispanic pilots, to reflect
the community.

Q: How do you do that?

James: We do that first of all by
focusing on the suppliers. We go to
Texas A&M and we talk to the alumni
association and the corps of cadets and
the professors of military and air sci-
ence; and if you are looking for Afri-
can-American candidates, youo can’t
leave out Prairie View or Texas South-
efm.

Q: There’s a lot of talk in the me-
dia these days about the tough time
the Air Force, in particular, is hav-
ing in keeping pilots. Does that im-
pact the National Guard?

+ James; Sure it does. But it doesn’t
necessarily increase the pool of minor-
ity candidates if the Air Force hasn't
done a good job bringing ﬂmm in. We
have identified the need 1o find and
attract minority pilots to our organiza-
tion. Female pilots too. We've been
successful in two of our units; one of
our units is a little slow. They're going
through a cultural change.

When someone walks into an orga-
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ally make progress

mization -- whether it’s IBM or the
National Guard -- his or her impres-
sion, good or bad, right or wrong, will
be formed in the first 15 minutes.

One of the things a person of color,
or a female, does when they walk in, is
try to find someone in the organization
who looks like them.

Once they identify someone who
looks like them, they ask the question:
“What position is that person in?" They
make an immediate assessment, valid
or not, as to what their acceptance and
what their vertical mobility will be in
thal organization.

(): What impact has your position
made? When a voung black man
comes into the Texas Guard and
sees that the top guy is African-
American, what difference does that
make?

James: | think anytime a person of
color goes into an organization and
sees that the leadership of the organi-
zation has people of color in it, it
sends the message that you have the
potential to go as far as you want to

go.

he majority becomes more

0 EO programs, that’s when

”

[t does not mean that blacks are
going to get special treatment. We
have to offer opportunity to every-
body.

Every American should be able to
look at a position that be would like to
hold someday and say: “If she can be
that, that means I can be that.”

Q: You often say that you want the
National Guard to reflect the com-
munities it serves, What's the differ-
ence between being proactive for
making that happen and affirmative
action?

James: Affirmative action is prob-
ably the most misunderstood program
out there, People think affirmative
action is supposed to give someone
who is not qualified to do something an
advantage over someone who is. That’s
not what affirmative action is about,
Affirmative action is about leveling the
playing field. I don’t ever want to put
someone who is not qualified in a
position solely because he or she 15 a
minority.

But, because of the way we have
operated for so many years, the system
has biases built in.

For example, as a warrior, I have a
bias toward people who have put them-
selves in harm's way. So if I'm sitting
on a board, I'm going (o rate the guys

who have been warriors higher than
those who haven't,

In the Texas National Guard we
have some natural biases that have
been the norms for a long time that are
no longer valid today.

When [ talk about institutional bias,
| think everyone looks at the EQ posi-

-tions and says: “We've got a sharp
minority officer, let’s put her in
there." Quite frankly, 1 think you need
a sharp majority officer. Because
when the majority becomes more
sensitive to EO programs, that's when
we will really make progress.

It"s like when you go to the Black
Heritage Month festivities and you see

Photo courtesy of Texas Nafiona

predominantly people of color there.

When you see the room full primarily
of members of the majority. then you
know you are making some progress.

I equate that with adding an alloy to
steel. It strengthens it, makes it more
functional. So America, Texas, and
the National Guard, they are strength-
ened by not just accepting, but em-
bracing diversity.

Q: It sounds like you would like to
put your EO staff out of a job.

James: 1 would love to. I would like
to see my sergeant major and my
captain down in the EO office be the
equivalent of the Maytag repairman,
waiting for the phone to ring.

But that doesn't happen, because the
first group of individuals who should
be taking care of these issues is the
leadership within the units - the
NCOs, the mid-level managers and
supervisors and the senior officers.

We will never be really successful
until we properly train and hold ac-
countable the people in leadership

positions within the National Guard,
As a matter of fact, [ am going to
request that the Defense Equal Oppor-
tunity Management Institute come in
and do an evaluation of the entire
Texas National Guard, gnd then we're
going to have regularly scheduled
traimning for our leaders.

I think there are two things that
happen: either people don't have the
training and the understanding, or they
are modeling previous behavior that
was bad behavior. If that is the case,
then my job is to train them. My job is
to provide good role models and good
behavior through trained, aware
people.

(): Why did you put the
EO officer on your personal
staff?

James: Very simply, you
can’t have a person who is
handling a job that is this
important - in a state the
size of Texas — working for

« the human resources office.

I think that’s the way to go.
I moved everyone who is in
the complaints busimness onto
my personal staff, Therefore,
they cannot be intimidated or
manipulated by anyone in the
chain of command. They get
their guidance from me.
When they walk into a situa- :
tion, they know they are
speaking directly forthe
adjutant general, \

(J: That puts you on the
blame-line, doesn’t it?

James: Believe me, from
the day | raised my hand to
accept this job, I realized that
it is a blame-line job. And
that’s the challenge of it.

Iua = The reward of being the
boss 1s having the opportu-
nity to make the impact that you

wanted when you were a junior of-
ficer. You have the chance to come up

‘with some innovative ways to make

the organization better.

Q: In 1978, did you ever imagine
that you would be sitting in this
chair, in this office?

James: No, I did not. [ originally
came to the National Guard because of
my love of flying. I left the Air Force
at the 10-year point to join the airlines,
and | really thought I would fly a few
more years, do my 20, retire as a lieu-
tenant colonel, and that would be it.

Q: Because of the role models you
had -- your father and others - did
you always know it was possible for
you to be the adjutant general?

James: You know, one of the things
my father always handed down to us
was, when the train of opportunity
pulls into the station, you have to have
yvour bags already packed. You can’t
run back and try to pack vour bags and
make that train,

You have 1o have your bags packed
with knowledge and proficiency and
integrity and drive — all the things that
yvou need to be successful. When it's
time to make the selection, you have
to be the logical candidate.

So what you need to do, as a minor-
ity individual in this world, whether
you’'re in the business world or the
military world, is to be constantly
putting things into your suitcase, your
bags. So when it's time, you can'l say:
*Oh, jeez, I need to go back and take
that course.”

Q: In the speech you gave to the
Tuskegee Airmen’s Institute, you
said that your father often men-
tioned that you have to be so guali-
fied that anyone would be ashamed
to turn you down.

James: In his day that was true.
That's the difference between now and
then. In his day you had to be so quali-
fied that it would just be a travesty if
you were not selected.

In my day, you still may have to be
better qualified than your contempo-
rary, but the margin of difference is
not as great as it was.

My father said something else I've
also always believed. He said; “Don’t
mike d profession out of being a mi-
nority. Don’t be so busy practicing
your right to dissent that you forget
your responsibility to contribute.”

): What are some of the differ-
ences between 1968 and 1998 in the

James: 1 think that in 1998 people
hiave higher expectations. In 1968 they
didn't see many people of color in
leadership positions. It was kind of an
unwritten law, that for a person of
color, to make full colonel was a very
successful career.

Q: What would you say to a per-
son thinking about joining the Na-
tional Guard?

James: I think the Guard is really a
unique opportunity. The one thing that
builds self-esteem in a young person
more than anything else is service.
This is a great place to do it. And that
self-esteem, that self-image, 15 one of
those things that goes into that suit-
case [ was talking about.

What you will get back from being
able to live as a citizen and a soldier
will be much more than what you give
up. It's like having the best of both
worlds - the civilian and the military,

(): Can you promise someone
coming into the Texas National
Guard a level playing field?

James: When | am finished as the
adjutant general, I want to be able to
tell you that the Texas National Guard
has a level playing field. We're not
there yet, but that’s my goal.

It has to be one of my primary
goals, becanse it's taking care of the
soldier and mrman. When [ do that,
everything else falls into line.

mE ON GUARD
February 1998



Vv

i e w

B Biathletes, bobsledders,
coaches head for Japan

By Harriet Rice
U.S. Army

hen the sun rises on Nagano,
Japan, for the XVIII Winter
Olympic Games, 13 Army

and Air Goard men and women will be
among the 200 athletes and coaches rep-
resenting the United States.

Seven biathletes (one alternate) and
four bobsledders (one alternate) -- most
members of the Army World Class Ath-
lete Program based at Fort Carson, Colo.
— qualified for the Nagano games during
Olympic trials held Dec. 26 - Jan. 4.

Three women and three men qualified
al competitions conducted by the United
States Biathlon Association in Jericho,
V1.

In the women's biathlon, Spc. Kara
Salmela, a clerk with the Vermont Army
Guard's HHC, 1st Battalion, 103rd Avia-
tion, came away from four days of cross-
country skiing and small-bore rifle shoot-
ing with the highest composite score.

“I'm definitely happy,” said
Salmela, 26, who came in first in
one of two 15-kilometer (about 9.3
miles) individual races. “I told my-
self this wasn’t a big deal even
though it’s the Olympic trials. |
told myself | had to have 20 good
shots and I hit 17."

Spe. Kristina Sabasteanski, a
clerk with the Vermont Army
Guard’'s HHB, 1st Battalion, 86th
Field Arillery, came in third over-
all. The women raced in two 15K
individual events and two 7.5K
sprints. On the last day, Saba-
steanski was in 6th place. She de-
cided to go for broke, winning the
sprint in 26:10, while missing no
largels.

“I had nothing to lose,” she recalled.
“Not only did I have to beat four people,
but T had to beat them by about one
minute.” The 29-year-old is no stranger
to Olympic trials. In 1994, she finished
one place shy of a trip to Lillehammer,
Norway,

A1CDeborah Nordyke, a policewoman
with the Alaska Air Guard’s 142nd Secu-
rity Police Squadron, overcame a 15th

1' THE ON GUARD
February 1998

place finish on the competition’s
first day to finish fifth overall
and earn a spot on the team.

“This is the realization of a
lifelong dream,” she said.

For Idaho Army Guard Spc.
Niala Skinner, who earned her
trip to Nagano based on her per-
formance during the 1997
biathlon season, the chance to
represent her country doesn’t
seem real.

“It really hasn't sunk in,” she
confessed. “When I see the
Olympic rings, it's like, Wow!
That’s actually me.” Skinneris a
personnel records specialist with
the Idaho Army National Guard
in Boise.

In the men's biathlon, Sgt.
Daniel Westover -- a transporta-
tion specialist assigned to the
Vermont Army Guard's Com-
pany A, 3rd Battalion, 172nd
Infantry -- clocked winning times

in the 20K and

Guard athletes make Olympic team

10K races. He
was 30 seconds
faster  than T e
teammate and (IUIH{T 10 :\A{JANU
fellow Guards-

BIATHLETES

Spe. Kristina Sabasteanski, Vi.
Spe. Kara Salmela, Minn,

Spc. Nlala Skinner, Idaha

A1C Deborah Nordyke, Alaska
1st L1. Robert Rosser, Ore.
Sat. Daniel Westover, VL
*2nd Lt. Curtis Schreiner, N.Y.

Spe. Garrett Hines, Ga.
Spc. Daniel Steele, Ore.
Spe. Darrin Steele, Il

* Spe. Tuffield LaTour, V1.

man with the New
York Army Guard's
HHD, State Area
Command (STARC)
in Latham, made the
team as an alternate.
Capt. Chuck Lyda, an
engineer with the Cali-
fornia Army Guard’s
Company C, 132nd
Engineer Battalion,
will head to Japan as
the men biathlon
team’s assistant coach.

Olympic bobsled
trials were held in Park
City, Utah. Spe. Darrin
Steele, his brother Spe.
Dan Steele and Spe.
Garrett Hines were se-

— lected as crew mem-
Capt. Chuck Lyda, Calif. bers on each of three
1st Lt Bill Tavares; N.Y. USA four-man teams.
man 1st Lt. Rob SRenbiEselicmabe Vermont Army Guard
Rosser. Rosser = Spe, Tuffield LaTour,
is an engineer- acarpenter and mason

ing officer with the Oregon Army Guard's
Company A, 1249th Engineer Battalion,
“Right now I'm so excited,” said
Westover, 23. “I'm really looking for-
ward to the (Olympic) races; to see how |
stack up.”
2nd Lt. Curtis Schreiner, an infantry-

assigned to Headquarters, STARC, made
the team as an alternate.

Hines, 28, a medical specialist in the
Georgia Army Guard's 151st Medical
Battalion, will serve as the brakeman on
the USA I four-man sled. A six-foot, 210-
pound track athlete, Hines pushed the

Photos by J. Loud

OLYMPIANS - Idaho Spec. Ntala
Skinner skiied and shot her way to
Japan. Spc. Garrett Hines (inset), a
track athlete, earned a spot on the
U.S. bobsled team.

two-man USA Il sled to three World Cup
medals during the 1996-97 season.

Dan and Darrin Steele, 28, are twins
from Moline, Ill. Dan, a truck driver with
the Oregon Army Guard’s HHC, 2nd
Battalion, 162nd Infaniry, is a pusher
with the USA 3 bobsled team. Darrin, a
clerk with the Illinois Army Guard’s HHC,
2nd Battalion, 123rd Field Artillery, will
push for USA 2. Darrin placed fifth in the
decathlon at the 1995 U.S. Track and
Field National Championships and was a
member of the U.S. Olympic decathlon
team at the 1996 summer Olympics in
Atlanta.

New York's 1st Lt Bill Tavares, an
infantryman assigned to New York's
HHC, 142nd Aviation, will serve as a
driving coach for the U.S. bobsled team.

“Most of us wouldn't be here without
the (World Class Athlete) program,”
Sabasteanski insisted. “The support we've
gotten fromeveryone has been amazing.”

The Army World Class Athlete Pro-
gram is an activity of Morale, Welfare
and Recreation operated by the U.S. Army
Community and Family Support Center.




Guam's Guard helps
restore order after a
supertyphoon strikes

Weathering
the STORM

By Maj. Raymond C, Diaz
and Sgt. Edward 1. Sigunenza
Cruam Mariosal G

uring the heart of
CuaEm's mosh severs
st thot semd cooo=

bl crashing inbo homes st maone
thair 200 miles-per-hour, Peter
Cawili awoke. It was nearly
i dnight and howiing winds smd
spear-like mins violeatly
pounded svery window and door
in a house blanketed by dark-
nesz and on the brink of nEn.
“I got up and 1old my Family
nod i worry. Durhome s lasied
through severnl ryphnnns. anid
il pet by this one, too,” re-

conmission: Thoeusands of resi-
dents Mocked 10 nearby schools
designated as typhoon shelters.
Most losi their homes com-
phetely, The ialand aluo strugghed
without potzble water fior days.
“Someareas really looked hike
bombs fiell over anad over again,™
Cowill safel “Trees were op-
rpoted, 60-foot continens were
inssed around like pirea dough.
“Look around,” be instrocted.
“Ti"s like every fifih houss in @
block had its ool ripped off and
tossed info their next-door
ncighbor"s living room.™
Despite Paka's powerful
punch, not one of Guam's

150,000 people was killed, al-

culled Cawdli, a firoman by dav. - though - several minor infurics

and Guam Army Cuard special-
it by right.

“But [ was worried shout other
people = my friends, relatives,”
he continbed. “This iyphoon was
different_than others, This one
really wanted to destroy us.” .

And it neardy did. -

Supentyphoon Paka devas-
inted the tiny U5, territory and
home to the youngest Matiormal
Ciuard force on Dec. 16-17, ‘in-
Micting over $100 million in

dnmpge,

Its widespresd fury compelled
Guam's Gov. Carl T.C
Gutiemes o mobilize his Na-
tional Guard.

"hir pssessment shows that
virtually every [amily soffered
damagesiniheir honses, belong-
ings or crops due 1o the
supertyphoon,” Gutierrez ne-

Cawili and more than 500
Chamarmo soldiers and girmen
o their Governor's
call Dec. 18 The arder came on
il heels of President Clinton s
federal dizdaster area declam-
ton,
Mired in anisland-wide hlack-
oo, Guardmembers scoursd o
landscape liftered with hundreds

were repomed.

Even before the typhoon made
iits way inland, Maj. Gen Benny
Paulino, Guam's adjutant gen-
eral, had his stafl begin emer-
gency preparations, Plans for
debris cleanup, water distribu-
thon, traffic control, security
missons and mass feeding werne
man oL

“He (Gutierrez) knows our
capabilities,” Panlino said

Flexing their muscles:

& The Army Guoard's 1224th
Engineer Detachment sent s
grader and dump trucks 1o help
glear Guam's main highway,

* Thie Adr Guard's 254th Civil
Engincering Squadron and Ser-
vices Flight begun clearing de-
bris at “Liheng Ta™ -- a
Chamorme phrase meaning Cur
Shelier - alemporery refuge for
thousands left homeless.

* Soldiers with the 1t Battal-
jon, 2%4th Infantry helped direct
traffic, provide medical assis-
tance and clean up as well. They
also deployed 400-gallon water
trailers i seversl villages.

* The Anmy Guard's 95h
Cueartermosier Detschmedit sel
up its Reverse Osmosis Water
Purification Unit (ROWFLY) to

PITCHING IN- PFC Michaal
Topasna (Intruck) and SgL
Mark Schlosser remove
dll.'ll"ll from Liheng Ta, &
shalter used to house-
thosa left homaless.

can Bed Cross in Mling for disas-
ter pasistnnee such ssemergency
food] stamps,

 The Guard's U.S. Property
gnd Fiscal Office”s armary play-
ed & key role, serving as the
distribution cender for Federal
Emergency Managemen! Agen-
cy supplies such as cols, enis,
blankets and water containers.

The Guard”s biggest mission,
according to Col, Robert
Cockey, Gunm's assistant adjo-
tant genersl for the Adr Guard,
wis getting the emporary bil-
lets ai Liheng Ta operntional.
The sixn, three-story, concrels
plrooiures wers wom down
through years of neglect. Then
the supertyphoon hit.

“I's a lot of work, bat we
really have motivated mirmen
and soldiers who know the im-

of their jobs,” Cockey
said, “We have 1o clear oot all of
iha debris first, then getin there
o drain witter out of each room.
Then we hitve fo build pamitions
for rooms that doa’s have any.

debris left by

get Liheng Ta ready. More than
50 soldiers from Company C,
#11th Engineer Banalion, un-
dertook construction propecis.
T I'I'Ilj'l-ﬂ' |q-i.u.:¢ businesses
ilso were asked 1o help.

“With our Mationa] Guord,
L5, Anmy Reserve, active duty
military and basiness commu-
nity working together,” the Gov-
ernor promised. “we' [l imake this
shelter o safe and hospitable
place to live,”

The Guord also wis tasked
with feeding those housed s
Liteeng T Three mobile kilchen
trailers were erccied (o provide
mcals three times a day.

"They said 1o prepare for ol
Lesst 800 peophe. Instend, we'ne
reachy to fieed mone than o thou-
s, sabd Adr Guand Maj. Ken-
neth Uyehara, officer in chirge
of food nnd facilities. “We'se
done this severnl imes befiore.”

The last time Guam's Army
and Air Guard handled a simitar
crisis togetherwis in 1992 when
Typhoon Omar keft thousands
Jromeless and hungry.

Locaied in the Pacific Ocean
east of the Philippines, Gaam-
fApiang ore no straongers (o
nature *s hruial force. Following

Omar — the first of
five typhoons from May to No-
vember that year — the island
was hil with an earthquake tha
regisiered 8.3 onthe Ricterscale.
In November 1996, Typhoon
Dale unleashed his fury just off
Guam, cassing $3.5 million in

damage,

Poka wis ranked ns the most
powerful siorm ever o sirike
Tnnd with witile elocked at 236
mph, according to the Toint Ty-
phoon Warning Center.

Removing debris, left in
Paka's wake, is expected to con-
tnwe for weeks, noted Tony
Chpinms, Gunm’s Department of
Public Works director, In the
first 10 days following the ty-

CALLED IN - Guam Army Guard soldiers with the
1224th Engineer Detachmant (left) clear roadside
Supertyphoon Paka. Spc. Frank
Castro (above) entertained motorisis using
‘advanced’ traffic directing techniques.

=Tt"s likee wea only towched ihe
surface,” Quinpty lamented.
“We're so forfunste 1o have the
Guard belp us transfer debris.
Wiitheonst thedr belp, our misxion
will take moch longer.”

Oither lerritory officials were
similarly impressed. James
Manguez, Guam's chiel of po-
[k, reporied that . Chamorros
Guardmembers were keeping
traffic Nowing a1 22 intemec-
tions without a single sccident,

**Chatstancing” isthe best way
[ can describe them,” e added.
SEvery day 1 o out there and
check them. They did better than
some of my . own olficers.”

The public’s appreciation of
the: Geuerd wis elevaled as mo-
torisds watched with amusement
a8 several soldiers dinected traf-
fic using exaggersted hand sig-
nals. Those mare chythmically-
gifted trented drivers, passen-
gers apd pedestrians (o an
impropty bouleverd boogie.

“In times like this,” cbserved
Lt. Col. Dennis Santo Tomas, 2
banation commander, “people
need o linle siress relief.

“Olur soldiers maimtained their
professionalism,” he added. *“A
the same time, they entertained
people and ot them knos there's
still & 1o of good in the bad ihat
just happened to us,”

Tobe sure, many of the Goard
men and women called up o
help their neighbors weather
Pakn's aftermath, also suffered.

“Some lost their homes en-
tirely,” sald Capt. George
Charfagros, o company com-
mander, “bat they felt that oth-
ers were in more need of help,”

The Army Gunrd"s Fore Juan
Muna sustained structural dam-
ages in excess of $600,000,
Pailing sabd. The Air Guand in-
cugred S500,000 in damages.

*“1n a storm of this magnitude,
we could have Jost so many ives,
but we didn't,” Paulino sabd,

of concrete power pales that uce drinkable water. It"s poing to take s while.” more than six miflion  “Now, so moch is dependent on

mwmmﬁmw Pt?dﬁmﬂmmmﬁdﬂm‘um Ammyand AlrCoardmen and  cubic yards of debris was col-  the Guam National ﬂ-uu'd. Bi',r

power stutions batiered out of  tive troops assisted the Ameri-  women worked side-by-side to  lected. whatever means, we'll assist.
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forces from the Missouri Air Guard's 131st

Fighlﬂr‘i'ﬁng was needed by a higher authority
Nﬂrrmlly tasked to support F-15 fighters at

‘Lambert Field in St. Louis, 1315t Guardmembers

were called upon to fuel and provide security for
a VC 25-A, better known as Air Force One, dur-
ing President Bill Clinton's visit to the area,
Three members of the 1315t Security Flight
assisted the Secret Service and Air Force security

.sgecua!ism traveling with the President.

Fuel handlers from the 1315t brought a fuel
tmckfmmthehasatﬁtapnfflhemmmmdm n

.chief s aircraft, although its tanks were far from
empty. According to a Air Force fact sheet, VC-.

25As have a range of 9,600 statute miles and are
capable of inflight refueling.

Air Force One is actually two separate aircrafts,
Air Force tail numbers 28000 and 29000. Both
are specially-modified Boeing 747-200B jumbo
Jets. When the president is aboard either aircraft,

or any other Air Force aircraft, its” radio call sign

is “Air Force One.” The aircraft in St. Louis was
ta:l number 28000, first used by the Air Force in

'SEptemht:r 1990. Its younger twin was put into.

service meaﬂ;f 1991, Prior to that, modified
Boeing 707s served as pmsad:nﬂﬂl aircraft.

New Jersey Army Guard SFC William G.
Nmmamammmsmm:anha‘ﬂngmual
Training Site Mainienance-
Trnimng'l‘n:hnulngyﬂaﬂel_.uh N.J., hﬂbﬁen |
awmladﬂmﬂrdrmmekhml'smghﬂstmmmr
certification — Master Instructor.

Norman is believed to be the first Army Guard-
‘member to receive this distinction.

CWO4 Blake Broadway, a member of the
Maval Reserve for 30 years, recently transferred
into the California Army Guard’s 240th Signal
Battali . :

Broadway was the most senior, most experi-
enced and most decorated data processing techni-
cian warrant officer in the Naval Reserve before
being sought to fill a critically-needed position at
the Compton-based battalion.

One person’s bad fortune is another’s good
luck. That's how it turned out for Nevada Air
Guard CMSgt. Ron Vernon when he accompa-
nied fellow firefighters of the 152nd Civil Engi-
neering Squadron to Tyndall AFB, Fla., for train-
ing.

The crew ended up responding to an actual

emﬁrgmcymvﬂlmg an F-15. They were credited

with saving a $30 million airplane from being
t:nmplm:nlydm[m}redhyﬁre It is just one of the
reasons why the Nellis AFB-based firehouse
earned the prestigious CMSgt Edward W. Wol-
bert Air National Guard Fire Department of the
Year Award,

The firehouse was chosen the best of 84 Air
Guard departments nationwide. With cach fire-
house boasting an average of 24 people, 152nd
crews beat out a pool of nearly 1,200 firefighters.

Blake B l way trades
‘Navy blue for Army green.

The Air Guard's best firefighters call

Nevada hﬂr+ﬂ.
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1st Sgt. Eamtt Roll
is a man his peers
would want as their
‘first shirt.

SSqt. Henry Shenkel had the
answer for t‘hii'sty Native-
American wnman

1
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Compiled by MSgt. John Malthaner

National Guard Bureau

Texas Air Guard’s Ist Sgi. Garrett Roll, a
member of the 136th Airlift Wing in Dallas,
earned the Commandant’s Award at the U.S. Air
'mesﬁmsﬁgmuamatw :

'AFB, Ala. He was selected by his peers and the

commandant.

The Commandant’s Award is presented to the
individual classmates would most like to be their
first sergeant, and for whom the commandant

‘believes best personifies integrity, ethics, trust

and vision.
Roll is the “first shirt” for the 136th Sﬂnm:tty

‘Forces Squadron.
Amid the mnrqflﬁ#smﬁﬂwﬂnhwmﬁoﬁf

their families in a high school auditorium near
Phoenix, more than 100 at-risk teens received a
second chance for success in life.

Project ChalleNGe graduates endured a gruel-
ing four-and-a-half month quasi-military training
program to earn their GED diplomas and 15 col-
lege credits. Administered jointly by the Arizona
and Nevada National Guard, it was the eighth
class 1o graduate in four years.

“Some were bad kids, Some were kids who just
stopped going to school, " reported 2nd Lt. Justin
Rianda, Nevada's ChalleNGe coordinator. “We
try to get kids before they're too far down.”

- The students came from many economic, ethnic
and racial backgrounds, but they shared one im-
pormm belief. The}r knew their lives were n

T —

IO CIanECT

Jnr;-. Eartqn quas ﬁ":g.us is now planning a ca-
reer in heating and air conditioning. Armed with
three schloarships, Benjamin Deck — the second
best student in the class - is considering joining
the U.S. Navy. Cody Devine is planning to con-
tinue in college. Timothy Orr has enlisted in the
Marine Corps. And Bran:[y Shelton and Mason
Williams have job offers from Wells Fargo.

The Nevada Army Guard furnished a 400-
gallon water tank for a Native (American)
Women'’s Retreat held at an isolated location in
Pyramid Lake, Nev.

SS8gt. Henry Shenkel, a- mechanic for an Orga-
nizational Maintenance Shop based in Stead,
transported the tank. The remote area chosen far
the retreat had no water suitable for consumption.

The retreat, a Sumunumu Substance Abuse
Prevention Program activity, came together
through support from the community, local busi-
nesses, fribal programs and the Nevada National
Guard.

Members of the Wisconsin Air Guard’s 128th
Air Refueling Wing flew 38 children with life-
threatening illnesses to the “North Pole,” where
they met Santa and received a gift specially se-
lected for them.

The children boarded a KC-135 — decorated
and staffed by volunteer airmen dressed as San-
ta’s helpers — for a ride around Mitchell Atrpun.
They were then taken with their families to the
128th’s dining hall, decorated to look like the
North Pole.
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ICE STORMS

From Front Page

of thousands still needed help.

It was the worst natural disaster many
Guardmembers, electrical linemen and
ambulance workers say they could re-
member,

Here's how the Guard responded:

» More than 2,700 New York Army and
Air Guardmembers used 330 vehicles to
clear roads and transport emergency per-
sonnel. They flew a C-130 airplane and
helicopters with heat-seeking infrared ra-
dar 10 search 7,000-square-miles for vic-
tims stranded in remote areas. One team
rescued 16 people from an island on

Photo by MSqt. Bob Haskell

ICE BREAKERS - Atop a mountain,
Maine's Spc. David Martin (left) and Sqgt.
Eric Stanley carry a propane gas tank
used to power a relay station. Maine's
Spc. Charles Koch (top page) cuts into
a log beside a road while electrical
company workers try to restore power.

Saranac Lake.

“We've had soldiers tell us these are
the worse conditions they've seen in 30
years of disaster relief,” Bng. Gen. Wil-
liam Martin, New York's deputy adjutant
general, told the Army Times.

= Maine's force cleared trees and limbs
from power lines; provided 50 generators
to nursing homes, public shelters, water
districts and police and fire departments;
converted an Air Guard hanger in Bangor
into an emergency shelter; farmed out

Photo by MSgt. Toby R. Youngs

600 cots to other shelters; and filled and
positioned 28 water trailers where people
needed water.

By Jan. 13, 1,117 Guardmembers had
worked at 257 different sites in 116 com-
munities. Two hundred were sent into
rural Washington County later that week.
In one day, 60 of those troops cleared
broken poles and other debris so that an
eight-mile power line could be restored.

« Vermont's 500-member force
amounted to the largest mobilization since
1973 when 786 Guardmembers were
called-up for flood relief. Generators be-
came critical for milking cows as well as
warming people, it was explained, be-
cialise cows become sick if (Hidy are not
milked.

“Luckily,” said Alburg farmer
Raymond mea “alot of the farms
got generators from the Guard. This
really saved a lot of us.”

= New Hampshire teams went
door-to-door in hard-hit commu-
nities such as New London asking
if people needed firewood, food
and waler.

"It"s nice to go to somebody’s
house and have them recognize
that you're in the Guard and that
vou take this responsibility seri-
ously,” said Army Guard Sgt.
Robert Olson.

The states got help from many
military allies. The Massachusetts
National Guard trucked 19 genera-
tors to Maine, including three 100)-
kilowatt units and five technicians
fo operate them.

Also in Maine, Nine Coast
Guardmembers arrived from New
York with chain saws to help the

power crews. And active Army recruiters

in Augusta helped siaff the National

Guard's emergency operations center.

Once again, the Guard's efforts earned
a host of new admirers.

*“They're the best resource we've had,”
praised Dena Delucca, New Hampshire's
Office of Emergency Management.

“They’ ve helped us tremendously. We
wouldn't be getting to these sites without
the Guard,” added Central Maine Power
Company technician Alan Richards after

broke loose and toppled onto the
putside gas tank. Gas escaped into
the house where it was ignited by a
' ; ; Homs got out on her own as
Beaulieu's suggestion el i sy
- out of the house. Two civilian
may have saved a life electricians helped her 1o safety,
and she was treated at a local
' clinic Tor first-degree bumns to her
face and cuts and bruises. Muoch of
Timely ADVICE =iz
overall, she was doing fine, said o
relative who is also her neighbor.,
By MSgt. Bob Haskell Beaulieu had done his bit about
National Guard Bureau 15 minutes earlier, he explained.
He had observed the woman
arry Beaulieu sensed that watching the crew prepane to cut
something was about to go down the tree through her window.
terribly wrong as commer- He knocked on her door and wamn-
cial tree surgeons prepared to cut ed her to go to the far side of the
down a tall hardwood beside an house.
elderly woman's two-story home “When the boom let loose there
on Lake ain’s remote Isle was nothing they could do about
La Motte in northern Vermont. it,” added the 23-year Vermont
Thee fact that the veteran Ver- Guard veteran who had been di-
mont Army National recting traffic for
Guard staff sergeant two days while cut-
acted on his premoni- ting crews cleared
tion of danger and the way for electrical
wamed the woman 1o company linemen to
go to the far side of restore power (o the
her house may have devastated island.
saved her life a few “The tree fell right
minutes later, ncross that tank,”

oo Long-time resident . Beaulicuadded. |
Decima Homs, 83, “There was a loud
escaped from the hissing sound, and
white, frime house then it exploded.”
that was quickly con- §Sgt. Larry Beaulieu Beaulieu jumped
sumed by fire when into his vehicle and
gas from a punctured propane drove the half-mile to the island’s
tank exploded on the frigid Tues- volunteer fire station to get belp. . .
day afternoon of Jan. 14, It took fare-fighters an hour 1o

*1 had a bad feeling when they douse the blaze.
were luking down that tree.” ex- He belongs to the 1st Battalion,
plained Beaulieo, a U.S. Immigra- 172nd Armor, but Beanlieu's skin
tion worker who lives in nearby is not made of steel.
Swanton and who was on state “That poor, woman lost ber
active duty helping Vermonters house,” lamented the man who a
recover from Iee Storm Y8, little earlier had given Decima
According 10 witnesses, the Homs the advice that may have

tree, that was being held sway

from the house by a boom truck,

saved her life.

four Maine Guardsmen hauled a dozen
bottles of propane gas in a tracked-snow
vehicle up to a microwave relay station
on Streaked Mountain in western Maine,

That station 1s critical, Richards ex-
plained, because it controls the company s
power flow in and out of Maine.

The emergency also tested one of New
England's newest Guard leaders — Air
Guard Maj. Gen. Martha Rainville; the
country's first woman to be named her
state's adjutant general.

It also reinforced her faith in her Ver-
mont Army Guard forces.

“I"ve been completely impressed with
the abilities of the junior officers,”
Rainville noted. “They took their combat
training and applied it in a civilian situa-

tion, and in a non-threatening manner.”

The ice storm prompted the second
state mobilization during her first year on
the job. Sixty combat engineers and secu-
rity police were called up last July to deal
with flooding.

What she learned about the Army Guard
from the January storm, Rainville added,
“probably would have taken me several
vears of going to annual training and
watching them work."”

The following public affairs profes-
sionals contributed 1o this repori:
Vermont's Spe, Keith Covey, Maine's
Capt. Susan Wallace; New Hampshire's
Maj. Walter Debany: New Yorks's Maj.
Jim Finkle and Lt. Col, Peter Kutschera.

HE ON GUARD
February 1998

13



I STATES

¥ . Dlstrmt Depl nrment * Badger-like Cops * Maine Expansion

Airmen and women with the
1 13th Fighter Wing recently took
their turn at peacekeeping when F-
16 jet fighters and air crews de-
ployed to Europe for Operation
Northern Watch on Jan, 13.

Northern Watch is the ajr sur-
veillance mission over the no-fly
zone in Irag, north of 36 degrees
latitude.

This is the 113th’s second com-
bat rotation to the region in the
past two years. The unit performed
a similar a month-long rotation
over Southern Iraq in 1996 sup-

porting Operation Southemn
Watch.

For the first time in the 10-year
history of Foal Eagle -- the largest
air base defense exercise ever — 13
members of the 128th Air Refuel-
ing Wing's secunty squadron pre-
vented “ageressor forces” from
capturing a base (Osan AB, Korea)
that many military leaders had
deemed “undefendable.”

The Milwaukee-based law en-
forcers joined more than 33,000
UL.S. servicemembers and thou-
sands of Republic of Korea sol-
diers for the week-long exercise, ,

After days of fighting and re-
peated efforts to overrun the base,
the 128th’s warrior cops recorded
an estimated 30 “kills,” while
losing only three of their own.

WYOMING

After becoming the first Air
Guard or Air Force unit in history
to deploy overseas to fight a fire,
aerial firefighters with the 153nd
Airlift Wing returned 1o Cheyenne,

The 47-person team deployed to
Indonesia on Nov. 5, armed with
three C-130 aircraft - two equip-
ped with the Modular Airborne Fire
Fighting Systems — to battle fires
that engulfed the southern half of
Indonesia.

The team flew more than 250
sorties and logged more than 300
fying hours, with drops over
Jakarta, Mount Ratal, Surabaya and
South Samatra.

“There 1s nothing like flying 150-
feet above the ground in o haze of
smoke, smog and humidity,” said
Maj. Iver Osborn, an instructor
pilot. “We loved this mission be-
cause it cut to the heart of true
piloting,”

-HENTUBKY

Maintenance troops with the
123rd Airlift Wing in Louisville
once again set the standard for
combal readiness by tackling a 10-
day Egyptian training exercise
without missing a single mission.

" Bluegrass State aircrews flew
more than 30 sorties, providing
airlift for Bright Star 1997, a mock
war that tested the readiness of
more than 7,000 U.S., Egyptian and
coalition forces.

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

National Guard Bureau

The Maine National Guard has posiponed this
year's military ball from Aprl until next October
when it plans to celebrate the completion of a $5.5
million construction project around state headguar-
lers n Augustia.

*This will give us room (o breath as well as (o
grow,” said Maj. Gen. Earl Adams, Maine’s Adju-
tant General, about the project’s 78,357-square-feet
of new and renovated space in Maine's capital city.

The nearly two acres of additional space, includ-
ing a three-story building being built beside state
headquarters at Camp Keyes, will enable Adams to
mave all of his directorates to one location.

“Every part of our department will be located at
Camp Keyes,” Adams explained.

Workers for a Brunswick, Maine, contractor are

steadily erecting the steel and concrete-block struc-

ture despite Maine's snow, ice and ¢old that years
ago would have grounded outside construction,

The project includes expanding the west side of
the city s two-story armory that was built in 1954
and renovating 33,222 square feet of the interior
into additional offices and classrooms,

The state’s military ball is traditionally held in
the armory, but piles of two-by-fours and other
construction supplies and equipment could make it
difficult for dancing come April.

“The total project will provide additional class-
rooms, administrative offices, locker rooms, main-
ienance bays and parking spaces,” pointed out Cal.
Roland LaPointe, the engineering officer.

It also will make the 44-year-old armory com-
pletely accessible to handicapped people, make it

Photo by MSgl. Bob Haskell

SHELL OF ITSELF - The steel skeleton of a
three-story structure being built in Maine
looms large against a December sunset.

more energy efficient with upgraded heating and
ventilating systems, and bring it up to current
building codes going into the next century.
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* African-American

Patriots

Commemorated

The sacrifice and service of Black
patriots like Prince Estabrook and Pater
Salem did not go unnoficed

Centuries of

SERVICE

werinye thie last several yeors the important conkrn-

butions of Afrcan-American soldiers in the

Civil and Indinn Wars have been recognized in
filmns, television and in the media,

The 1989 film Glory, which depicted the story of the
S4th Massachusetts Infantry. made Americans aware of
the important role that African- Amenicans played in the
Civil War. A U.S, postal stamp, & number of books,
posters, TV movies as well 55 an impressive mopument

i Fort Leavenworth, Kan., has popular-
ized the Huffalo Soldiers, the ‘Oth and
1tk US. Cavalry Regimenis.

These units fought and served in some
of the most difficall campaigns of the
[nidtan Wors amd often foced discrimi-
nation. Less well kown than the black
Civil ' War-regiments and the Buffalo
Soldiers i&the role that black Ameri-
cans played in the colonial period and
duriag the American Revolation.

During the colomial period, sknce most
Blacks were slaves, whites did nod st
them with weapons; fearing o slave re-

imched o the Bratish Army.

In March 1770, Crispus Attucks. a
former slove, wis one of five Ameri-
cans killed by British soldiers in the
“Boston Mastacre,” one of the epi-
soddes that led 10 the American Revolu-
Eiir

Adtucks’ death was not in vamn. Muny
Mew Englunders deemed his sacrifice
o ot o the Ssinse of freediom. I8 may
have allowed local officials 10 begin
socepting blacks into militia units in
Connecticul onid Mossschuseits,

With their service in colonial wars,

volL. Nevertheless, during times of dan-
ger. slaves and the very few (ree blacks
wiere mllowed to join the maliha,

I 1643, Abraham Pearse, u black

By L. Col. Lew Kondentink
Notosel Geord Hifrian

and vAth 3 cemain nmount of tolemnce
in the Morhern colonics. Afrcan-
Americans ook on nn ingreastng role in
the looming confrontation with Great

setiler, enrolled in the Plymouth Com-
pany oF the Plymouth Colony militia
Pearse was probably the first African-Amencan soldier
in owar notion”s history,

Im 1652, the Massachusens Bay Colony allowed blacks
toenmo|lin the mikiia, bot excluded them foar yéars Liter
i the thrent of Inclian pitnck lessened. This sel e panem
for the rest of the colonial era. When a crisis threatened,

gither from Indians or

hostile European pow-

ers, the colonial militia
_reliod on obiaining ad-
ditional manpower by
enrolling slaves and free
Ihlacks. Even the south-
ern colonies enlisted
African-Americans 1or
Viriodes campaigne.,

In 1715 Sonih Cono-
ling was ihreatened by
the Yamasee Indinms,
“The colony was forced
to organize militia units
made up of slaves. The
back militizmen foughi
well, As o resuli, some
grateful officials grant-
ed many slaves heir
fresdom.

In the Monhem colo-
nies, despite official
prohibition against their
service, Alrican- Ameri-
cans began serving in
militia units. In MNew
England communities,
frecmien and even sioves
enrobled in bocal militin
companies. Dunpg the
Fremch and [ndian War
(17541763}, blacks
served baolh as soldiers
ani lnbor troops in the
provincial [orces al-

Pryato courtesy ol HGH Historcal Serdoss

Britain

In the carly moming of April 19,
1775, the Lexington Company, Middiesex Brigade from
the Massachuserts Militia began forming on the village
green. Standing among his while comrades was Prince
Estabsook, When fighting booke owt between the militta-
men and British inoops, Estabrook was one of the casa-
alties, making him the first Alrican-American o shed
blood in his netion’s defense,

As the British force marched to Concord, hundreds of
militismen and minatemen (guick resction younger mi-
litimmen whowere better trained ) responcdedd to the abanm.
As fighting broke out at the Concond biidge, several
black minutemen took part in the batile. Pewer Saleth
fought that day and remained on active dogy to fight ot
Bunker Hill, Monmouth and Sacatoga.

The New Englind militia forces became the basis of
the Continental Army organired in June 1775, African-
Americans, acconding to distinguished historian Ben-
jamip Quarles, were in a number of thoss units.

“In every state 1 scatiering of Negroes could be found
in militin units engaged in such local defense dutics as
guarding the coass, profecting mikiary siores, or man-
ning forts when a raid threstened,”™ he repored. * Bluck
mifitinmen and soldiers served glongside their white
comrmbes in imegraded units.”

Even though state and Federl regulntions excluded
black participation, both militia and Continenial recruit-
ing officers ignored the niles and allowed backs o
enlist. Some 5,000 African-Americans served in the
Revalulionary War.

Afier the war their contribution was ignored as dis-
erimination returmed. African-Americans were excluded
ooy the: militia wotil 1862

As the nntion oserves Black History Month jn Febro-
ary, the Mational Guard will celebrate the roleof African-
Americans in winning this nation’s independence by
making svailable 8 new poster (left) depicting a black
minuterman. A pew exhibil in the Pentagon also will
document the prood history of African- American
Guurdmembers from 16430 the present. In the near
futirre, 8 moduument dedicated to the memory of African:
American patriots who fought in the Revolutionary Wr
will be erected in 'Washington, D.C.

CENTURIES OF SERVICE - A National Guard poster (left), “Four
Centuries of Service: The National Guard Celebrates its African-
American Herltage,” Is available through state public affairs officers.
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Michigan’s new ‘aircraft
gives firefighters advantage

BURNING
for better
TRAINING

By Lt. Col. David W. Lubbers
Michigan National Guard

1 Ratz is excited over a new air-

craft his state recently purchased

that will never leave the ground.

SMSgt. Ratz is the fire chief of a Michi-
gan Air Guard umit based at Alpena County
Regional Airport. It is also the home of
the Combat Readiness Training Center's
(CRTC) state-of -the-art mock aircraft that
is designed to give military firefighters

from around the country the
most realistic aircraft fire
rainmg available.

“Now we can offer our
firefighters better training
thanever,” he said. “lexpect
a number of military units
will be coming to Alpena.”

Lt. Col. Gary Shutt, CRTC
engineer, said the aircrafi
will give users a chance to
practice many firefighting
skills,

*This device represents a
quantum_leap above any-
thing | have ever seen or
even heard of,” he insisted,
“This mock aircraft also is
more environmentally-
sound, and our firefighters
can now practice extracting
occupants.”

The system -- designed
by a Canadian company called Pro-safe
Fire Systems of Markham -- was built s0
that training could be conducted on 10
different areas mside and outside of an
aircraft such as the cockpit, passenger
compariment, cargo area, fuselage, en-
gine and brakes.

The aircraft also has a numberof unique
features, including a high wing on one
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Phaotos by SrA. Dale Alkins

MICHIGAN'S MOCKUP - The Michigan Air Guard-run
Combat Readiness Training Center's newest aircraft
allows firefighters (top photo) to attack a blaze from
several areas, and to practice extractions (above).

side and a low wing on the other. This,
explained Pro-Safe President Gary Joice,
allows firefighters to simulate different
types of aircraft.

There is another reason the wings are at
different levels.

“In the event that the aircraft became
airborne on its own,” he joked, “it would
bank sharply to the right, and ultimately

return to the same location.™
To create a more realistic
environment, the aircraft
can generate smoke. The in-
terior of the aircraft can also
bechanged sothat firefight-
ers can acquaint themselves
with the seating arrange-
ments of several aircraft.
“I really like the fact that
these propane fires can be
shut down in considerably
less than 10 seconds,” Chief
Ritzadded., “This safety fea-
ture 15 extremely important
in case of an emergency.
“Another unique feature
is the high-heat, low-light
video camera inside the air-
craft,” he continued. “We
can monitor the efforts of
the firefighters while they're
inside the aircraft, and later
show them what they did right and wrong.™
Col. Terry McKenna, CRTC com-
mander, said the pew aircraft provides the
“total package” of firefighting training.
“When firefighters leave our base, |
want them to be confident that they are
ready forany emergency,” McKenna said.
“The life they save may be yours or
mine.”






