WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

B Hurricane Helpers:
Nearly 11,000 Army and
Air Guard troops respond

By Mgl Dol HasKeEl
Nasional Guard Bureai

North Caroline Army  Guards-

man, assisted by a civilion nurse,

used his raincoat to drag a mother
in bnbor usder fallen power lines so police
could neh ke o a 'I'H:r,|.'|1ilu.| s Hurmicane
Floyd lashed inio the state before dawn
on Sepl. 16,

That effort by Sgt. Scott Blocmers,
reporied in the Wilmington, N.C., Morn-
imp Star, undemcored the rescus effons
put forth by thoosands of Matione] Gosed
troopes plong (he Exst Coast dunng the
height of the massve harmicane ansd i its
waterlogped wake the following duy.

Flovd was downgmded to a tropical
starm alter cousing mulhons of dollmrs m
demapge and af least 17 deaths,

Heavy fooding in Morth Canolina and
in Mow Jeh.l‘.-_'r' requi.rr,:l;t Cloardmembers
i (S lll; Iracks mrd hE|||:v|:|1'!|1=r': i I'|.|:I'_|'|
rescue hundreds of people tapped on
rocfitopa and [ other balldings.

By Sept. 17, more than 2,100 Army and
Air Cunrd troops wers on gtale active
duty in Morth Carmolina, whene the ciorm
hit the handest, Another 36 were onduty
i Mew Jersey, and 925 had been called
up in New York, said Goard officials,

Those numbers broaght the week's -
tal toover 10,800 MNatbonal Gusrd troops
called out in eight eastem stales 10 help
civil authoritics deal with one of the larg-
et storms to threaten this country, South
Carolina's force reached 3,719 as the
Texas-size storm bypassed Florida and
reroed inoon that stake.

“The spirit of coopermion between all
of the various agencics has been tremen-
dous," zaid Morth Carolina Army Cuard
Maj. Barmney Bamhill, “"Evervbody is do-

That ncheded n massive seanch and
rescue mssion by about 30 Defense De-
partment helicopténs along the Nomh Caro-
lina copst, said Maj Robery Jones, (hai
stae s Mational Guaand = EiTLAT,

" Pelieoptent from the Codet Guand, the

Mgy, the sctive Armry 8 Fort Bigy and
from four mates carried stranded people
o salety wnd looked lor others wieo nocded
iheir hetp, Tamessee, Georgia and Florida
ench sent two Army Guard Blasck Howlos
tor reinforce North Caroling s utility heli-
copler crews,

“Ewverything that"s oot an Apache [ut-
tuck helicopter] in out there flying,” Jones
explained.

Tarheel State Alr Guardmembers,
micamwhile, Mew in 33 000 canes of Meals
Heady to Eat in thres C-13) cargo planes
for flood wictims, snd other citizen-air-
meen erecied atent iown for B0 people neas
the Wilmingion airport, Jones sdded.

Forty-nine of the stale”s armories wene
openad so Criamrdmembers could help the
people afflicted in flooded regions

WNew Jersey Guard troops reponed 1o
the northern part of that stale after eight
inches of min overflowed river basins,
noied 55g1. Hay Maryniok. He added
thut citiren-soddiem had reocbed hundreds
al redkdents, e luding 100 senlor citizens
from a East Brunswick nursing home,

Morth Carolina's Sgt. Scott Bloemers
had his nssual encounter Sept. 16 whils
he andd two ofher sergeants drove the

winnan who was in lnbor toesrard the Co-

lermbus County Hospital in Whiteville

Cheryl Peele, u registered numse, mc-
companied the mother. They arrived st an
overpass ol 5:45 a.ne, bul fllen power
lined bipcked the way, Whiteville police
were walling on the other side

Blocmers and Peele ludd the woman on
his roincoal and dragped her under the
wires. Police drove ber to the bospiial,

The expectant mother reportedly said
she wis not sure whint she would name her
baby. But she allowed, that if it were a
boy, shit would mor nume it Floyd.

Phete by S50 Bob Jordan

DOG DAY AFTERNOON - North Carolina Army Guard PFC Ricardo
Whitaker lifts a dog into a military truck near Tick Bite, M.C., after he
rescued It from flood walers caused by Hurricane Floyd. More than 2,100
Tarheel State Guardsmen and women were put on state active duty to help
their nelghbors recover from the hurricene and s attermath.
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While reading the July paper (July) online, but
iz, T noticed that the coabdn’t resist sending
photo on page 10 (Me- this comment re
braska marksmen gun down the National Bricl titled,
imternational title) de- “Shinscki take Army's
scribed Webmska SMSgt reipns.”
Larry Schmid as firing & Seeme tome it shoakd
HE handgun. The accom- be “Shinscki kes
panying photo clearly Amy’s reins.” Reins, o
shows him firing an UZ1 noun, is what you take
Dmm sibmachinegun. SM3gt. Larry Schmid fires an UZ1 9 mm submachinegun. hold of (o drive o t=om
Too often the civilian : of horses or people.
press misidentifies firearms, which were the (it Guardmembers po be Reign, a verb, ix what a “penion in
increases the confusion within the gen- sctivated, They were the first fo end last | suthority does 1o exercise sovercign
eral public about them. 1i's for this oul of their armaory. | know, becouse power.,”
reason, | feel it is im that when me, my wife and MSgl. McGee were Just a thought Tor the day. And
official military pubfications are tlking the only ones there when the 1omado thanks for the nice anticle abouwl our
about fircarms, they sccurniely describe | Strock Haysville and Wichita, commund.
themn I bave read many articles crediting Kathy Gilibs
TSgt. Alan Smith other companies and units with the 7th Army Training Command, Germany
Maine National Guard nhwtu iﬂm 1 e
¥ i ing o -
ing about the exploits of our onil, espe- m m —
| o Ao D MM ations o thes -
Tt it 0 el vacuse o e N e ——
I"m writing regarding the informa- devastated by-the tomadoes, We helped | giqarabinne

thon being put out by numerogs Ma-
thesiaal Cisand ifies aboit the log-
fndo thut streck Kansas ond Oklabwma
May 3rd. Much of the coverage was
encoerect amd incomplele.
Soldiers with the Kansas Ammy
Guard's Detschment 1, Headquaniers

ond Hehdquarters Company, Znd Bat-

talion, 137th Infantry based in Wichita,

transport many elderly and handicapped
people out of those hand-to-reach areas
using oor Humvees and 2-1/2-1on
trocks,

Most of the otheramits only patrolled
the areas o provide secarity and pre-
veril looding.

Sgt. Robert GG, Slater
Kansas Neastioval Grard

Mail Isttars to: NGB-PAI-C, Suite
11200, 1411 Jefferson Davis High-

way, Arfington VA 22202-3680

FAX your letters to DSN 327-
3686 or (703) 607-3686

=il address:
malthanarp@Engb.ang.af.mil

:E § ‘r-ll Jr\'. ; .|II -1 J'JIIIFJ'l'Jrnlil'."

“Looks like we got here just in time."
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JIN THE NEWS

* McGhee Milestone

* Link Retires

* Fenimore Appointed

Academy graduates 10,000th officen

B Right Place, Time: '/ repre-
sented everybody who has ever
walked across that stage’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Grard Burean

ugust 20th was a defining day for Joo Michael
Tavlor a8 he became & new officer, i second
lievienant in the Alnbama Afr Nationasl Guandl
The 1 3-year enligted veteran of the | 17t Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Birmingham was in the
right place at the right time to become
ithe 10,000ih officer candidate 10
prachuate from the Adr Guand's Acaid-
emy of Military Science at the
MeGhes Tyson Air National Guard
Ease in easiern Tennessce.
“1vns kind of surpmsed, Yoo never
think it"s grrmg iy ht_lmru ¢.1||.! Tn}

uu.lh:ghnnlpuhr mdhh'ﬂml'd
Lt. Uen, Russell Davis, Chiel of the
MNational Guand Burean, Gen, New-
ton commands the Air Education mmd
Training Commind.

Taylor, 32, also eamed the Air Force Assoclation’s
Academic Achicvement:Avard by attaining the class's
highest academic average, He was one of 10 distin-
guished gradumies among 97 new Air Guard s Air
Reserve officers, He also finished the demanding six-
week program as one of 115 five squadron commanders.

He thrived in a competitive arena endured by 18
women and 79 men. The candidates’ averape uge wis
29,1 years,

“This wasn "t absoant Jon Toylor. 1 feltthat | represented
everybody who has ever walked across that stage,” said
the former Air Guard master sergeant who was desig-

2nd LL Jon Taylor

nated as the scadenyy s 10,000th graduate because of his

alphabetical listing in E Squadeon,
thﬂtﬂﬁﬂldpﬂmﬂiaﬂrd&mﬁ last, to
receive his diplomas 20 ceremony, [ was

Mﬂﬂ]hj’mmmi [ nbout who
woukl be hononed as the 10,000ch candidate 1o complete
the academy that has frained 164 classes of Air Guard
officers since April 1971. Itbmuﬁmn.g Air Force
Reserve officers in 1994, %

”ﬁuhﬂhﬂlgﬂnﬂldﬁmfﬂmrﬂﬂmllh“
sald Tawlor of his reasons for sceking a commbssion “T
wuntbed oo it because of the lave I have for this coantry
and the Air National Guard. This is my way of giving
back as much as [ ¢an.™

He will become the full-time executive officer for the

Alnbama wmg's support group, He

has previowsly served ns the noncom-

missioned officerin charge of the

I1Th"s commanyd section and s &

member of is personnel fight.

Taylor holds a history degree from
the University of Alabamin af Bir-
mingham omd ssociaes degrees in
pemionnel and informotion monage-

wanend from Jellerson Stdo Comanu-
pity-College and the  Comamumiiy

Caollege of the Adr Force.

"It is a credit tg the organization
thnt it hns trained 10,000 people to
help lesd the Alr National Cuard,™
snid Taylor whose career includes n

lmwmfmﬂpﬂﬂmﬂeﬂﬁh:ﬂd

He and his wife Althea live with their two dauglhters
and son in Tarrant City, Ale, north of Birmingham,
lﬂmh:mumlhnzmm;hududunﬁmywm
feague haschall games,

The Academy of Military Science is one of foor
officer-training programs in the Air Force.

The Air National Guird scademy”s 10,002 graduates
incinde Brig. Cien. Fred Sloan, commander of the Wis-
consin AirCuard’s | 15th Fighter Wing. Sloan gradusted
with the second class a1 McGhee Tyson in July 1971, He
was its first graduate 1o become a general officer.

Assistant Guard Bureau Chief retires

By MSgt. Bob Haskell the Y2K day that will usher in the
Nottonal Guard Bierean new millenniem, He ended 27 years
of Guard service during which he

t60-years-old ThomasLink  hecame an institution as its highest-

was ready to wing i ranking civilion and & champion for

I really don’t have a plan,
I"ve been following a plan for 40

its 1,000 civilizn workers,
“People. who serve in civilian

yup..*euplﬂ:d the quictly infle-  clothes make the same contributions
entinl gentleman from Tacoma,  and the same sacrifices and feel the
Wash., whorctined as Assistant Chief ~ same sense of patriotism s those
of the Matiodal Guard Bureau near  who wear the uniforms,”™ said L
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 2. Gen. Russell Davis, the third Chief
He ended four decoades of federal of the Magional Guard Barean whom
service four monthe before he will — Link served as pssistant chief,
celebrate his & 1= birthday on Jan. 1, That group included Lt Gen. John

Conawny, who appointed him o the
jobinJaly 1992 after Link had served
as director of the Goard Buerean's
Joint Staff. It aleo inclsded Lt Gen,
Edward Baca, the Guard Burean's
chief for 46 months before Duvis
assumed the job st August.

In short, Thomns Leighton Link
became the quintessential organiza-

alities and poficies of a host of gen-
erals while giving them a solid base
of corporite knowledge.,

Bl See VITAL LINK, Page 4
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“They wre all mlented, dedi-
cated people who brought unique
things tothe job, " said Link, “This
18 the best organdzation in ihe
world because of the people who
bring their talents and expertise
from the field.™

Link has cortainly ndded to
thit imx while helping the Ma-
tional Goard weather this
decade’s challenges of reducing
the force by nearly 20 percent at
the same time it is taking on many
miore missions sround the workd
for the Armyy and Air Force,

“losed hirm as s sounding board
for a lot of my ideas.” recalled
Baca who moved from Mew
Mexico to Washington m laie
1994 o lead the nation's half-
million Guardmembers, .

Link stonted as anenlisted man,
spending six years ax a medic in
the Washington® state Army
Cluard’s 415t Aviation Brigade.
He was discharged as a staf¥ ser-
geant in 1967,

He eamed a bachelor's degree
in business sdministration from
ihe University of Puget Sound in

1968 affet veven years of Works 1~

ing and studying during nights a
i Welersne Administmation hos-
pital in Tocoma,

He worked for the Interior
Department for four years, in-
clading a hitch in the desert m
Blythe, Calif., und he atended
gradusde school st George Wish-
ington University in 1970.

He moved cast for good in
1971 and became assistant direc-
tor of civilian personnel for the
Air National Guard o venr [nter,
He ook on the director’s dutics
in 1983, and he attended the
Kennedy School of Government
al Harvard University in 1984,
He was the first Guard Buresu
civilian o take that two-month
course for senjor Defense De-

MEAnEpers.

He haz since made Guard
Week, & tour 1o various Gusnd
installotions, one of the snnual
features for civilians enrolled in
the Defense Department’s 13-
year-old Execotive Leadership

Program.

“It"s been important o main-
tain the corporte knowledge
while keeping a vizsion for the

, Tuture. Weean"t get bogped down
in the past,” observed Link two
days before he began winging his
way info his new future.

Bl 0xGuwo

Guard families the focus in Maine

B Maine Concerns:
Spouses of Bosnia-bound
froops given attention

By MSgt. Boly Haskell
Netlomal Guard Bureou

t firsg blush, Dallas, Texas, and
Brewer, Maine, seem to have few
e that bind. Natsomnl Guard
families, however, became a common
denominator for those disinnt cities.

Dallas was the setting for this
year's five-day Family Progmm
Waorkshop led by Darothy Ogilvy-
Lee, chief of the Mational Guard
Bureau's Family Program Office.
More than 400 state volumeers talked
aboul the ways and means of help-
ing familics who Gunrdmembers
leave behind while they serve far
from their homes.

Brewer was the place whene
Kristin Devoe and a handfiul of oth-
ers ook the toalk o few steps fonher
during August s first weekend, They
addressed the concerns and the needs
of the famities of 77 Maine Army
Nattonal Gieard soldiers who will
spend this winter in Bosnis during a
nine-month deployment.

=W wani
they can feel comfurtable, thal someone
will be here 1o help their familles, " -said
Devoe during the first Maine Family Pro-
grammeeting thit she helped orchestraie,

The members of the Bungor-based
112th Medical Company left Maine for
Fori Benning, Ga., i late August. In
early Sepeember they went to Bosnin to
fly “Juint Forge™ peacekeoping medevac
missions in Black Hawks for an active
Army hospital out of Fort Hood, Texas.

Devoe worked with MSgt. Margaret
Williams, Maine"s former full-time Army
Guard Family Program coordinaor, and
Eay Brown, wife of Maj. David Brown,

* the Matne detachment’s eomemander

They helped the aviators' families get
set for their lengthy separations far more
thoroughly than 129 of the company's
eiliren-toldiers were in Decem-

ber 1990 when they left home for eight
mionths of active duty in Germany during
Operation Desert Storm.

Wha will help getinihe winter' s wood?
What if s check boances” Who do you call
if the car or fumace or washing machine

breaks down? What do vou tell vour &-
allnsd

for Christmas? And what can you expect

when the soldier retum next spring?

Thise were among the tesues that 150
Maine people, incloding 70 family mem-
bers, explored in Brewer, Family Program
people now have plenty of answers thanks
to nearly a decade of experience.

“This is & lot berrer, The family pro-
grams were nol really geared up to helpus
before we left for Germany,™ snid detach-
ment st Sgt. Donald Shorey,

Photo by MSql Bab Hasked
ALL in the FAMILY ~ Kay Brown, wife of
Maj. David Brown, addresses 112th Medical
Company troops and thelr families.

Devioe, 46, hus helped the Maine pro-
ETRm CoMme into its own. She and her
husband Tom have raised two childnen
on & potato farm in Limestone and she is
A Cusinmer Bervice represenindive for a
bank in nearby Presque lsle,

She began working with Arcostook
County Army Guard families in 1980
because her husband belonged to a field
artillery battalion, she explained. She
ot involved with Bangor-ares families
last January when her hushand became
the 112th's mess steward,

"I go where my hushand goes,” said
Devee who in February hetped others
prepane the families of 15 Army
Gunrd air traffic comtrollers from
Bangor being deploved to Kowait,

By Augnst she had stepped up to
spearhend the family program for
the T7 aviators leaving for Bosnia.

A dozen volunieers, for example,
are committed o calling the fami-
lies ap least once a month to see if
they need help, the crowd was as-
sured. And the wives and hesbands
remaining at home were urged o
ask for help if they need it.

“Don't tiry to be tough and not
wsk for assistance,” Williams told
them. “This is not going to be easy,
but you can get through i

The volunicers have apparemily
helped parents staying at home adjust to

Sgt. Launie Robichaud, for example,
is besving behind her husband Mike and
S-year-old stepson as well as ber own
two teanage chibdren. Mike will e
wiith hiz som "t teacher and mukes doctors
und dewdists appointments in his wifie's
absence while he continues 1o work st a
Brewer paper mill,

Another project is also sure (o keep
him busy while his wife is in Bosnia
He's going to remodel their home.

HE ON GUARD
October 1999
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Winging

Delivering
the GOODS

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Matlonal Guard Barean

he clouds and the mist

that carcssed Micampa s

wiobcandsés urid mountiins
recently reminded California
Army Matonal Gasnd pilot Ken
Blakenship of helicopier Mights
lve made over Vietnam’s Central
Highlands in 1970-71,

Flying military passengers
around Central America for pant
of this summer in a iwin-engine
girplane as part of the New Ho-
rizons’ new air wing ks fer more
peaceful duty for the seaios war-

— s 4 A

venture for the Army Guard avis-
fowrs froany 11 stides and termiio-
ries who have spent three 1o four
weeks doing their bit for people
wihs s counting on the United
States to help them recover fnom
lasa fall"s devaseating hurricanes,

The fixed-wing aircraft are a

“Hon

Relief .

Lﬂ1lﬁnd

new element in this year's New
Hivrueons operations that have
irsfitionally refied on helicop-
fers for air support.

The pilots have carried peophe
imand out of a hatf-dozen coun-
tries and misde four-hour flights
from MNew Orleans and back in
gleaming white twin-engine wir-
planes. They have hauled tons
of medical supplies and other
cargo aboand groy, tein-tailed
C-23 beasts of burden to troops
ras, Nicaragun, Guate-
maki and El Salvader,

Their flights across demnse rain
forests and over jagged moun-
imin moges hove reminded them
of seat-of-the-pants fying sto-
ries told by old-time pilots.

“In"s Tike flving vsed 1o be in
the United Stutes in the 19505

Phoha by MSgt. Bob Hasiooll

and carly "80s. Ii"s more chal-
lenging becouse mdar and other
pir traffic control services oo
niot a5 widespread ns we e nsed
by hack home,” said Blakenship.

“I've had w revert to tech-
niques, ke calling in position
reports, that | haven't used since
fMight school. And thst was 30
years ago,” he loughed.

Still, the Aroiy Guard air-
planes and crews gesi tothe
Operational Support Airlift

Command based at Fon Belvosr,

‘Wi, have delivered the poods

acrous Central America since
they joined the Honduras-based
Forward Command Element in
mid-March.

By luie July, the inllies for 183
missions included 1,747 passen-
pers and T3 tons of cargo daning
fi21 flying howrs. The workhorse

Levanpnt

“Sherpas™ from five dif -

ferend states had ac-
counted for | M pas-
sengers nd 62 tons of
that curgo,

Avintors and mainie-
nunce people from the
Virgin lslmnds fo Cali-
fominanswered the call
o keep it least three
planes flying ncross the thener
throughmid-Septemnber and take
some of the long-distence load
aff the helicopters that are also
part of the operation.

“These plines have beoome
the real shining tight of this mis-
siof.” said Ohio Amy Cuard
Brig. Gen, James Caldwell, who
is commanding the Forward
Commark! Elernent for the U.S,
Southern Command. “Those C-
23 Sherpas are just faniastic.
They 'methe only plases we have
thal can gel cargo o [moun-
tainous] Cuatemala,

"Logistics is never the glam-
our part of these operations, but
don'tletanybody kid yoo. These
are logistical exercises thinly
disguised a8 engineer training
exorciscs amd medical exer-
cizes,” added Caldwell about the

PAOUD PILOTS = CWO4 Aobert Vance (left) and
CWO5 Ken Blakenship take a moment to smile
after flying a mission to Nicaragua In a C-12,

importance of getting people,
supplies and spare parts to the
bage camps when they are
nseded.

It's alsoy & beomus for pilots
wihey spemd three-or foar weeks
based af Soto Cano Alr Base in
central Homduams,

CWOM Robent Viance, i Cali-
fommila Gusnd instrisctor pilot, mm-
bBcipated logging 6 houwrs af
flight time during his 24-day
toar. Most Guard pilots getin 10
b0 20 Iinars & month, he-said

With Blakenship, Vance s fly-
i @ seven-passenger C-12, with
the Native American nickname
“Huron,” on a carefully con-
trolled schedule that requires
diplomatic clearances three 1o
seven days in advance before
they can enter the different coun-
tries.

M yoo. don’s gel that clear-
ance, you el el leck,” Vence

That means a lot of people on
the ground in Central America
would alwo be outof heck. There-
fore, the Army National Guard
aviators are doing all they can o
make sure that no one gets let
down,

Pine Tree Pioneer

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
National (reard Bureau

arming hes grven way 1o many other ways of life

for many people who hawe long called Levant,

Maine, home, Butthey have conainly not forsaken
the dawn-till-done spirit on which they were weaned in
the rural, central Maine community,

Linda Wiggin leamed of hard work — hayving. tending
chickens and picking pails of wild stmwberries — while
growing up on a 100-acre farm across the Horseback
Road from a white Baptist church in South Levant. She
was one of four dasghters and a son raised by Glen and
Beatrice Withee.

Her family's farm-work ethic has served ber well since
becoming one of the first five women (o join the Maine
Adr Mational Goand unit in Bangor, That was in 1974,
when the wife and the mother of two Mew to Texas for 4ix
weeks of basic training. She was 34,

*“What the hell ane you doing here 7™ is the question she
soon had to answer and endure.

Twenty-five years later, Linda Wiggin has shown “em
she had & prefty good idea of whid she was doing there.

s
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The farm girl from Levant has helped the Air National
Guard come of age and become o pioneer for other
women equully determined to make their mark in what
was once & man s milpary world.

She retirod oo Aug. 16, ber 60th binhday, during the
Adr Guard's Year of the Enlisted Force as a chiel master
sergeant - a5 an E-9, the pinnacle enlisted rank for her
profession

She left as the senior enlisted member of the 101w Ajr
Refucling Wing s 130-member civil engineering sjuad-
ron and os the facilitics manager for the Bangor Air
Mational Guard Base, She took with her the distinction

LEADING LADY - CMSgi. Linda Wiggin has
helped pave the way for Malne women.

of becoming the first woman in the Maine Adr or Arnmy
National Guord to be promoted 1o E-8, senior masier
sergeant, and then to chief master sergeant in January
19493,

She made many friends and impressed many people
nlong the way.

“Linda managed to blend into this men's world with-
out sacrificing her femininity or her gentility,” said
SM5gt Michael Gleason, the Maine Alr Guard s recruit-
ing and retention superimtendent. 'She has an even
demeamnor, She wis always in contral,”™

“Thanks fior breaking the ice,” is the inscription on a
plegue that (Gleason gave her when Wiggin was pro-
moted to chief.

Mot every man gave her such ungualified support, bat
they always knew where she siood, said MSgti. Jan
Thomgmon, who joimed the init soon after Wiggin.

“She sucteeded by being honest and direct. When you
asked her & question, you always got a direct answer,”
said Thompson. “She was not wishy-washy, She was s
pood inspirmtbon for all of us”

Dedication, loyalty and persistence are the qualities

B  Sec PINE TREE PIONEER, Page 13
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YOUTH MOVEMENT - Mississippl Alr Guard SrA.
Mandy McGehee [lluminates others to her stale's
chalienges during the Enlisted Association of the
United States conference in Des Moines, lowa.

Youth i1s

Nearly 1,400 soldiers, airmen turn out in Des
Maines for Enlisted Association conference

SE

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

Nativwal Craserd Bureau

Thirty vears ago, 22-year-

I old Mandy Van Peh

wiotlld have been called
many !h.'innl. = il all af e
complimentary — by the older
peneration.

Activist, Radical Trouble-
maker. Thods werse words used
b deseribe ouEpoken young

e like the MNew York Army
Nationnl Guard avistion special-
ket during ihe mrbulent 1960s.

Oider members of the Army
and Afr Maotional Guard's en-
listed comps had another wond =
Patriots — for Spc. Wan Pelt and
a group of young, impsticnt citi-
ren-soldiers and amrmen dunng
n late- August conference in Des
Motnes, lowa

The 55 vocal and astute jun-
ior enlisted men and women -
privaies, specinlists, seraor ar-
meen and sergeants — threw their
ovwn ocoming oul party in the
conservative heartland during
the 28th annual conference for
the Enlisted Association of the
Mational Guard of the United
States.

Some 1400 mostly senlor

VED

noncommissioned officers ond
their spouses  from the
pEmocinton’s seven megions al-
tended the conference. They dis-
cussed resolutions for congres-
sbonal consideration dealing with

pay and commiesary privileges,

retiremerst benefiis, and remfionc-
ing the Guard"s full-time force,

They lisiened to national-level
apcaliers snchas LL Gen, Rassel]
Davis, Chiel of the Mational
Guard Burenw, discuss the state
of the 1.5, military and the de-
mands being placed on foday's

Crimrdmembers, famiilies s &-
vilian employers.

The junbor enlisted people,
incloding 21 from Oklnhoma,
minde 1t clear they want o piece
of the action, They came o Des
Moines nol io barm the flag bot
B0 wave il

“S'e wani 1o be considered &5
equals in this enlisied associa-
tion. We deserve o b heard,”
insisted Van Polt, the danghter
of Mew York Ammy Guard C5M
Robert Wan Pelt and a lnte-May
communications and theaber
graduate from the University of
Scranton in Peansyivania, She
chaired the junior enlisted com-
mittee that mect for the first time,

They demonsirated & mufure
knowledge of the issues that the
older membery considered on
il Hawkeye State home turf of
Minj. Gen. Roger Schultz, direc-
por of the Armmy Mational Guand.

Florida ‘Air Guard SrA,
Gabrial Avile, for example,
brought mine years of experi-
ence, Including seven yoars in
the Army Guard, to the junkor
enlisted table. Yan Pelt was at-
tending her sixth natsonal con-
ference.

“We should have the same
medical and dental benefiis ns
gctive duty people,” offered
Wiyoming Adr Guand SrA. Rbett
Shumway. “If physical fitness is
n readiness issue, &0 t5 bealth
care,”

The youth movement, that has
gained momentem during the
past three years, drew far midore
favor than fire from associabion

conlingen

Phaolos by MSg1. Bob Haskes

SOONER SOURCE - Oklahoma National Guard women
S5gL. Stacy Doughty and SgL Lavonda Bamhart lead a

{ of Sooner Stalers during opening ceramony

festivities ot the Enlisted Association conference.

memibens whose sverage ajge wis
maicd o e A3,

"Without you. thit associa-
thon is doomed o failure,” CSM
John Leonard Jr. Command Ser-
geant Major for the Army Ma-
tional Gisard, 1odd the group.

“The junior enlisted people
are the futwre of the National
CGinard and this associntion,” ex-
plainsd Mike Cline about this
year & decision o give them their
owm fonm

Cline, 54, 18 executive diret-
tor-of the 75,000-member orga-
nization hased in Alexandrin, Va
His job 1 w lobby people on
Capitol Hill about issues critical
tir e Matiomal Cazarel™s 4 19,000
enlisied people,

"These young peophe have o
stronger voice with: people in
Congress than they realize,”
Cline added.

They must also be cultivaied
and mentored a5 the Guard's
future leaders, charged Brg.
Gen. Craig McKinley, the Air
Guards deputy director.

“li's geiting harder to find
senior people who are sayimg
b yomad 20 years to become com-
manders gnd chiel’ masiers ser-
geant,” observed McKinley dur-
ing the Air Cuard's Year of the
Enlisted Force.

“We necd young people to
aspire tothe senlor grades. That's
where mentoring comes in,”
McKinley added. "1 sensc ihai
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GEMNERAL CONCERN -
Brig. Gen. Cralg McKinley,
the Air Guard's depuly
direclor, addresses atten-
dees &l the conference.

Photos by MBg1. Bob Hashksd

FAMILY AFFAIR —~ Spc. Mandy Van Pell, and her dad,
CSM Robert Van Pelt, made thelr commitment to the

enlisted force clear in lowa.

“apiri B Boriihg backl We nesd
more of that.™

Diclahoma is a good example
of how the youthful spirid has
blossomied within the enfisted
RERGCItIon.

That state’s pesociabon paid
the way 1o Des Moines for the 21
junior enlisted

Tabind-ased F2nd Aviation Bri-
gade, believes they have put the
best foot forwand,

*“If yoia"re fired up aboiut this
associntion, the other members
will listen 1o vou,” the deter-
mined young woman admaon-
ished her peers. “They necd 1o

hear from junicr

members, ex- enlisted people.”
plained  Army 7 Being heard has
Guard Slgl- L|:| Without never been one of
vonda Barmbar. her problems, she
Erphi mitended the ® euplained.
l'f:l-gli? nationol you, thl-'i' '?E wis banght bo
conference  in il speak wp anbout
Littke Rock, Ark., as50C1a- things that are im-
and |6 went o Sa- - portant to me, My
x-:nnn:;ﬂn.. last tion 18 gndhm:‘mmw
yedr, s, snnd for 27 years,
,h.:'!’:»..fﬂ have doomed E:"; pannfmy:it;::
F WOk cisl oul 2 added o
before they are to rilill.ll'E ” commiiment,
considered égual Her father, vice
PEUITIRERS. president of the
"You're fust Mew York enlisted
getting  storted,”™ association, 1w in
retired lowa her corner,
M5gt Termy Dell, “She's § typical
the association’s case of & loid wiho
vice president, en- hins had & mentor
cournged them, — me. Her mather

“Mow we wanl junior enlisted
people on all seven area coun-
dh-“

Still, Mandy Van Pelt from
Rocky Point, N.Y., a flight op-
erntions specialist in the Long

and [ are extroverts. She'sa prod-
vet of that,” explained Roberi
Van Pelr. command sergeant
major for e 42nd Infaniry Di-
vishon, “She's my daughter. I'm
prowd as hell.™

INSIDE THE CONFERENCE

l nfﬂang;;b“l:lﬂ P
] on of the Army and Air
Huhulthid'rmﬂuﬂmr:gm
Thﬂwin'lilil‘l'h}mim.,huﬁ
: Michael Patrick Cline

wm The 26.3 military
mhﬂh ﬂ;mﬁm";f
about what he wants
huﬂ-ﬁuﬁﬂuﬂnmmhm
ﬁmﬂuaﬂﬂmﬁmm
H:mnwmm.

 lonns, incresses in Montgomery Gl Bill
_ educational benefits, and retirement palicies
+ for Active Guard and Reserve enligted
Mhmmmmm
afficers routinely fill the associstions plate.

“It gives you a good feeling to know you

it o by v A AG o
vou have worked on,”
- Clime said,

He also made i clear that he wnd his stadf
of six cannod do it all, Bvery member, old
and young, has o be involved, he insisted.

1 do not understand people who will not
fight for what they 're entitled to," Chine
snid. “Congress gives us nothing. We have
| b o ifter it

-ﬁnﬁdnm;ljbuhltﬂ:ﬁt.

“You have more influence on your mem-
hmnfﬁnngrmﬂmmmﬂu‘"hm-
“1f you

you hove only te book in a mimor.”
SHIL, knowing who 1o see and whiat to say
o Capitol Hill requires expetience and

persisience.
'I‘Iﬂllwllliﬂh# tmastered for the

mm&mmqnu:mnwd
rﬁm: it vl b b
uhﬁwrum.umm
WMWWHH

I}hﬂll 8 well an retired
Mississippi Congressman G.Y.

‘hmr'mem*:

mﬂmmﬂmh“m

~respecied and bocatrie he believed in the
- Mutional Guurd,” Cline explained. “But it
_Mﬂuamﬂtqfrmmm-hmm

e
way b leaming 1o work
jomnl saaff members, said Air
Guird M - Blaine Roas, who worked
closely with Cline during four yers as the
'hm%FHMﬂMMH
doesn't beat around the bush with
therm, He tells them 1ike it ia,” explained
Boss, "He has credibility because he
LT sirllier himself, | have never

-seedy atvyone who cones about enlissed sol-

‘dices and afrmen the way Mike Cline docs,”™
His wife, who works for te Army's’
Tnstituic of Heraldry, is 2 source of
tion. Dimese is & Diistrict of Columbia Air
Chruard pechnical sergeant - the historian for
the 113th
Ome thing. however, wad apparcn? a3
Mike Cline worked with 1400 asociurion
‘members in lowa, The new clothes be
bought in 1959 may have helped mulke the
man, but the man has certainly made the
Job.,

e ON GUARD
October 1999

i



INSIDE WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

Major

By M5Sgt, Bob Haskell

Narsional Cranrd Bureau

aj. Pniricia Ann Peitis. obyi-

ously apprecisics big families.

She and her hushand Duryl
have three daughters and two sons, ages
6-14, who they have senled into the
family's Acworth, Ga., home a few miles
north of Allanda,

She sequired another, considerably
Inrger, family June 15, The 40-year-old
woman became the medical team leader
for Georgia Natlonal Guand's new 20
member milliary support dedachment
formed to deal with weapons of mnass
destruction.

They call ber “Mapor P,” and she mioil-
ers her extended family with all of the
care that she gives her five children. That
is important because members of her
Giuazd family might someday have 1o pat
on @ir lanks and-caurmbersone choemacal
astity and oealkindo ah area
contamunmied with nuclear,
beological or chemical agents
=whero noemother would wani
her children io go,

She was all business for five
July and August weeks ot Fort
Leonard Wood in central Mis-
souri where the Guard's 10
military support detachments
irnined for all kinds of terrors
situntions thot medical people
love o hate,

"I bove the military, and |
Tove this kind of work,™ sakd
Petiin as she checked the bload
pressure and other vital xigns
of Georgia's half-dozen citi-
sen-soldiers who would soon
enter i building where simu-
lated chemicals had been discovered ina
secomad-story bathb,

“The worst thing that can happen is one
of my team members going down.” she
observed while calmly psking the survey
team members how they were feeling, if
they had slept soundly, and if all wos well
back home.

The: training itself gan be hazardous
because the femperature inskde o con-
fined chemical suit can reach | 20 degrees
on & hot day. The citizen-soldiers can stay
in them for only so long.

It could be much more complicated
should they respond 10 a real crisis. Pentis
would have to manitor her Guard people
working in s hot rooe mnd ldvise the local

incident commander abaut the effocts that
any dangerous muierials they discover
could pose for unsuspecting people.

Taking care of her military family is
her way of “doing the greatest good for
the greatest numbor of people,” she ex-
plained.

The woman from Detroit is a pediatrics
naerse with g master"s degres from Boston
College. She wis an Air Force nurse for
nine years before joining the Georgia
detachment in Jupe

“I am so flanered 1o be on thiz elite
lepm,” beamed Peitis during August's
second Saturday.

It's an impornust mistion, she said,
“because terrorism n 'l going away, and
we fced 1o be ready for it | wani o
provide the best defense | can for this
homaland.™ I

She knows how 1o put people af ease.
Two small stuffed animals anached toher
stethoscope mre intended to calm her pa-
thenis and gain their trast, Pertis said. She
gives team members candy to sustain
their energy, and she listens to them care-
fully enough to know if they are having a
good or a bad day. She has clearly eamed
thedr confldence,

"She knows more about us than we
know sboul ourselves,™ said Army Guard
Sgt. Holly Muse, a survey lenm leader,

Meanwhile, Penis rermmined stiuned o
her ovm children who she had lass seen
since July 5,

“My two oldest arc bobding down the

U

Phota by M3t Bob Haskel

MEDICAL MARVEL - Georgia Alr Guard
Ma|. Palricia Pettis checks the temperature
of Sgt. Daniel Cook, a survey team member,

fort. They understand what ["m doing
becanse they know what happened ot
Columbine High School,” said Pettis of
last April°s massacre in Colorado, “1 just
don’t talk shout how dangerows this job
might be.”

Her hushand is also in hercomer. "Thary]
wowks close encugh toour home sobe can
check on them a couple of times a day,”
added Pettis. “He"s been my solid support
Fyem,”

That enabled Maj. Patricia Ann Pettis
to support her mew Georgia Mational
Guard family through five weeks of qual-
ity training al Fort Leonard Wood before
retuming to Acworth in mid-Auvgust to
spend quality tme with her own family.

_ Tue and yellow chemical suits  cal responders and
thﬁ{ﬁﬂhﬁ: o Theyalo

el

..' et h ._- e - T . _. I
ould rather bot | De Kalb County Police Depanment.
their taleats on the stageof life  “Terrorism'’s on the rise,” he add- -
ﬂ b 7 edCIe s casy 1o et this muff on the .
" - = P i
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Jitgtoes and jo buy it
- Prlanskiand fhe Glfier Rive
i do a dangerous job while testing the

Defense Departiment s new progrm
for helping defenel the homeland
Againal tevrorisl attacks similar o the
bombings in Oklshomn City and the .
Workl Trade Center in New Yock.
“Thas &5 a pew busincss for me. We
have 1o make sure we have identilied

experts from Virginia watched their

als, the d}mml.:-_ufinlciamhml
procedires i contaminated Kreas. The o false alarms,

citizen-soldiers, who were already "Having the assets that can identify
proficient in Special Forces opera- # hoax is also importunt. Hosxes can

Homs, military intelligence asd civilian
and military medical technigues, ap-
phied those elaawroom bessons to realis-
b rining scensrios duning those hat
surnmer days in central Missouri,

be: i big part of our warld,” said Maj.
Chrin Perty, ihe Colorado detach-
meenl”s cxecative officer.

“The Mational Guard has never
performed a function like this. That's

RAPID RESPONDERS - A Mititary Sup-
Detachment team trom W,
left) carry a simulated victim out of the
hol zone. Colorado detachment survey
team members (left) check a dining facility
for possible contamination. Membars of
Calorado’s loam (below) carefully handie

we're going o utilize and rely on the

HOVE thal incTOET FEpaniing TR A R et TH T ™ i

Charles Cragin, acting asistant secme-
tary of defonse for reserve affaim,
uboal the study “Reserve Component
Empliryment 2005,

“I think members of the Guard and
Reserve are going to pet 4 lot of pro-
fessional and personal satisfaction as
we clearly delineate some of the oxis-

the right mumber of personnel and tha Collecting samples of chemical what interested me,” explomned Geor- ing missions, as well as new mis-

we have given them the right equip- following an explosion ar a college gia Anmy Crunrd Sgt. Dandel Cook, o sians,” Cragin tobd the American
ment,” said Fifth 1.5, Army Col. dizting hall; i suspicious hagh school history teacher for thiee Forces Prexs Service.

David Annen, commandant for the subezances di i barn and in years wha ok a reduction tnrank w Public sccepiance will be the key 1o
truining program thut began July 12 a bathiub inside a private residence; don a blue sull as part of a three-mem: e new Guand detacluments” fong-

*1'm really enconraged by how fur checking the fuid leaking from the ber, initial-eoiry team. ferm success, predicied Anpen. That
they have progressed dising the short trunk of & suspected terrorist™s car that They muast also know how o cope mieans always being prepared.
time they’ve been here,” he sdded. his crushed disring a high-speed chase with panicked civilians who sre not “They have 1o market themselves

They have also sel the stage for an were among the non-stop drills sccustomed to militry onder, pointed and their capabilities within thetr areas
additionul |7 Guard detachments that for detachment members wha con- it Colorado S5gt. Cralg Vago, s2 the local incident commanders who
Congress is comidering, said Maj, stanily maonitored each nther’s oxygen “Soldiers train for events of war and wouild tmke charge of un emergency
Gen. Fred Rees, vice chief of the Na- and equipment in simulated hot Tones, confimion, whereas your average per- situstion know these temms are oul
tiemal Guard Bureas. “I've learned there's a ot of stuff son does not,” be ohserved. “That there,” he safd.

“We've got to sce what oul there we don’t want to be mesns we have to work haner 1o help And the detachments mist keep on
tells v to do, Then we Il go fram rha 1o, snid Spe. Edwand Parker Jr, ad- bring order out of chaos ™ training sid building databases so they
m'_uwnmmm Jministrative assistant for the Califor- The Guand's other new military know [he cities and the buildings they
Aug. 12 visie. original 10 i team. “I've gone thwough allof the support detachments wne based in miight have in enter during the confu-
feams will give ux o baseline capabil-  training beenuse if 3 member of oar Massachuserts, New York, Peansylve-  sion of a crisis, Annen added.
ity. Thie senise that we had to move team goes down, | godn.” nin, [linods, Texas, Missouri and “They've got io make sure they “re
expeditiopsly to get these leams out Chemical agent monitors, combus- Washington st ready 24 hours a day, seven days
there o an initial safety net will have  * tible gas indicators and photo ioizs- Their iraining at Fort Leonand Wood  week,” he charged, “They've got 1o be
been done by January. That should tiony detecton were among the dozen coincided with the August rebease of 8 ready to answer the fire cull in the
Eive us somne breathing room to gel the pieces of sate-of-the-urt equipment an year-long Defense Departiment study middle of the night.”
other 17 wamg in place,” which the detachment members eapected i improve the way that That made this summer’s dress

Since lanaary, the full-time Guand- wained for their new mission teserve companents will be used indo rebearsal at Fort Leonard Wood as
members have stiended nathonal-level  Active Ay the nes! millesmivm. mportant for the entire cast as it was
clnsses in hundling hazardous mates- and Prime Vendor civifian equipment “Thus &5 an inclusive Jook at how for the individunl playess,
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CZECHIng IN = Czach LL

Col. Richard Rata]

{below)
conducts the Texas band in
Michael

Prague. TSgl.

Severino hits a high note.

Texas's 531st Air Force Band makes

rhythmic point in Czech Republic

nstruments
of PEACE

By Sgi. Len Butler
Vexas Nasional (Guard

ips weren't the only
H things shaking whenihe

Texid Alr Guard™s
53151 Air Foroe Band took their
sct o the Crech Rapublic re-
cently. One local was shaking
his head in disbelief.

“Cirowing up, [ was always
tokd thali Americans were the
imperinlist enemy,” explpined 3
young e named Jan in broken
English. “Bast not symaore. Mow
we are fmends.”

Such was the latest triumph
registered by the Lone Siar
atate's irrrramentd of peace af-
ter performing a series of con-
certs for the people of one af
NATO s newest pannernadions,

Amed ondy withen
and their music, the 36-member
band played in front of crowds
that woirld have been unimagin-
able during the dark days of the
Cald War,

The whirlwind eighi-city tour
took the band through historical
towns and harnlets in the repub-
lic. The ancient Cothic and
Baroque archilecture contrasted
the plain tenements built during
the cormmumist er, serving os a
reminder tht this smmall but beais-
tiful country was once mocked
dezp behind the lron Curtain,

Band Commander 2nd Ly, Jef-
frey C. Mathews said the pour
nciunlly began some 5,000 miles
away in the band"s home af Fort

o pullrrmn-l"l"-mrrnf

Worth, Texas,

“Many hours of re-
hearsing and a lot of
planping wers the keys

this magninde,™ e 5
By the time the hn.r-l
arnved ol their first slop,
Kromeriz, a large crowd
Fusd alreacy garthered in
the town square. The lo-
cal mnewspaper had
printed a story the day

before, ilerting the 1ownspeople 2

of the band’s impending con-
CETL

Thick gray clonds hung over-
head as the band and Crech sol-
diers unloaded the sound equip-
ment and set up the stage. The
threat of min didn "t scase off the
curbories citirens of this ancient
city, A vast majority of them
hnd never seen on American be-
fore, much less an Amenican in
ilitary uniform

Band members shook offtheir
jetlag and jurnped right info the
get. The crowd grew larger and
boecame more enthesiastic with
cach tune. To be sure, the lan-
guage barmier made comimun-
cntion seem inpossible. But the
music seemed o rranscend
wiords mnd touch the nondience.

“This tour incTuded no roadies
or support crew o hondle the
pear, Each time the band arrived
i & concert site, they had 1o set
up the mstruments and sound

equipment themselves, then toar 3

down the equipment agnin to

load up for the next stop.

“Flaying is the casy part, and
obviously, the mostrevarding,™
said SrA. Jack Bradley, a clari-
netesl. “The real work is before
and afier the show, Playing in
front of an audience and getting
ngood reaction fromithemmakes
up for the sweat of having (o
move this heavy gear around.”

The Crech hosts did play o
Iigﬂi[i.l'.":ll.l I.‘l;rl_l.-. hn'n':\'n'.
Mnthcws said that all of the per-
formance sites were amanged
and et up iy advance, as were
the band's accommodalions,

“"You name it and they ook
careof it,” Mothews gaid ““Their
planming was phenomenal and
ihe hospitulity was beyvond nny-
thing we expecied.”

The band plaved muzic for
virtaally every taste. When they
weren'l performing their stan-
dard orchestra reperioire, they
played jarz and rock and roll.

In e town of Tabor, the band
set up for the sounds of the big
band. Local citizens passing by

guickly noticed the men
and women wearing im-
nsunl blue uniforms. Cu-
ricsity seemied 1o hold
the people ine place.
When the grooving
sounds began to botm
from the sound svstem,
nny s#pprehension dis-
ml'l't'l'-l-. and the locals danced
and swayed 1o the beat of
Gershwin and Miiler,

“This iz what i1"s all abour,”
said jare band leader SrA.
Michael Browning, who played
trombone. *“We pet & good vibe
froin the nudience and give &t
right back o them.”

Crech band director Le. Col,
Richard Ratnj said the contrasts
between American and Czech
MUsic Was inleresting.

"The American style of con-
ducting the orchestra 15 much
different than ours, and so is
their style of playing.” be said.
“The people in our communities
are not used to the Americuns’
way of making music.”

Crech military bands don’t
play music from as many genres
a5 American militury hands do,
but theyare quitc accomplished,
Genernl Major Peir Vornica,
Czech ground forces com-
mander, siwid the five Czech mili-
tary bands routinely tour
throughout Europe, oficn play-

Pholos oy Sgt. Len Butier
CROWD PLEASER - Texas AirGuard E5gl. Erika
Stevens (above) belts out a tune in Stribo. Stevens
(right) and SSgL. Dave Barnes greet a young groupie.

tn;_bel'ffnr_rjnfgr andiences

high point of the four was
the concert held at the

Castle, The farhous |landrmark
also pave the band an oppon-
nity 1o perform i front of the
counilass fourists thad vigii firom
all over the world,

“The seiting here nt fhe castle
i5 8o exciling, snd as o conduc-
tor for & talented groap of musi-
clang, it also makes for a lot of
fun,™ Mnthews gasd, “There were
severn] tourists from the United
States whi came up 1o s amnd
expressed their gratiiude af hear-
g an American hand hepe,”™

Rataj even hod a chanee to get
inh o the action. AL the close of
the bands set, he conducied i
Crech murch tune to which the
53138 never missed & beat.

Voznica said he would like to
soe further exchanges betweon
Crech and American bands,

"My hope ks that we can coor-
dinate our operations befween
the militnry bands, 86 well as our
bilsteral contacts i other ar-
ens,"” he said,

MSgi. Bruce Hamberlin, a
clunnetiat, said the toar wis an
eye-opening evenl for kim.

“The rich history of this coun-
try, the amique architecture of
the buildings are so fascinat-
ing,” he gaid, “This is something
I will remember fior some tims,”
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'l would fight along side

enw Pact countries, the active-
duty solfiers who serve xs al
NTC s remowned opposing force,

fr - iy = :‘- et o
Phato by MSqt Fioya Jones

DESERT WARRIORS -~ Missi-
ssippl Army Guard 1si Li. Scofl
Caldwell (left) and Spc. Larry

: z ! OPFOR. rarely suffer defs Wilson, both members of Company
this.brigade any day’ . Geieadsatvissingiaitns A, 2nd Battalion, 196th Armor,
“Both the observer controllers watchfor the enemy at the National

Deadly m
the Desert

By Capi. Danny M. Blanton
Miznizcippd Nahlona! Guaed

5 the dust setiled soross the batiles

fields of the Mojave Desert, all

that remnined of the Mississipy
National Guard's “Magnolia Rotation™
were the echoes of (heir historic deads,

For three weeks, mone than 5,000 citl-
ren-soldiers from 23 sates ook on the
National Training Center, or NTC, st Fore
Irwin, Calif., as the largest reserve-com-
ponent task force to train there since the
Persian Gull War,

Located in the middle of the Mojave
Diezert, the NTC is considered one of the
toughest military training environmenis
in the world. Troops ame exposed (o brutal
desert temperniunes, which exceed 100
degrees in the daytime and dip into the
30s at night

Soldiers also face an opponent mone
skilled and more familiar with the termin.
Using weapons and equipment modified
1o resemble those used by former War-

ane the OPFOR are truly com-
mited 10 training the force; and
they train the force with one main
purpdse = profocting our nation
and our families," said Capt. Doag
Ferguson, commander of Com-
pany 1, Znd Batialion, 19th Ar-
mior, based in Sandis, Miss, “We
wre here (o bearm from the OFFOR and do
our best io defeat them,™

Whils the rotation tested the 155th Bri-
gude Combat Team, it also allowed them
to leave their mark.

“Gunnery has always been a strength
of ours,” smid Brig. Gen. Ed Roberts,
155th commander. *"We feel confident
we cnn hit our targets.”

This proficiency enabled the 155th 1o
become the first task force-sized, reserve-
component element fo be invited to the
combined-arms live fire exerciac.

“These guys love o shoot. It was &
tremendous morale boost for them o
have the {0 participate in o
live-fire exercise of this magnitude.”
Roberts said.

Being invited to live-fire was not the
I55th’s only conmmbution o the NTC
history. While participating in the direct-
fire, live-fire exercise, Battery B, Ind
Baitalion, | 14th Feld Arfillery, based in
Ackerman, Miss., became the anly bat-
lery, reserve or active, o hit all of b=

targets.
During the direct-fire qualification ex-
ercise, batteries bring all 4ix of their aril-

Photo by 2rd Lt Kavanaugh Brsazeale

lery weapons sysiems on line and fire
their [550mm cannons directly af safion-
ary tasgets.

“We want to see action, we wan 1o see
something blow up,” said PFC Michael
Evanx, a member of Bravo Battery, "We
love live-fire.”

Many of the soldiers were excited about
the exercise and the unit's proficiency.

“Bravo Battery sots the pace and the
standards. We nre bad to the bone,” said
55gt. Paul Davis. “We feel fike we can
compete with the regolar Army."

The 15t Platoon, 114th Military Police
Company, based in Clinton, Miss., also
raised the bar for future rescrve-compo-
nenl NTC mtations,

According to Capt. Scoit Lippiar, the
plntoon’s observer-controller, the umit
became was the first Guard platoon o
complete the Military Police live-fire
enercise sinoe the exercise began in Janu-
ary 1997, Dusing the Hve-fife excrrise,
the platoon conducted a dismoanted de-
libernte atnck against & suspocied cnemy s
morar section.

NTC observers also were impressed.

"It has been o delight 1o work with this

Training Center. An M-2 Bradiey
Fight Vehicle crew (left) Irom
Mississippi's Company C, 1-155th
Infantry roll into battle.

great brigade. They me very coachable
mnd cager to fight,” reporied Col. Ben-
Jjamin Freakley, NTC Observation Groap
commander, ¥ look forwand o serving
beside them in the future.”

A with all deployments, safety played
animportant role, Freakley congrabulated
the 155th for recording no serious inju-
ries during their rofation.

“In i pot often that & brigade can come
ot here and train in thess conditions
wihthout any accidents,” he said. “It ook o
lot of hard work to accomplish such an
outsiamnding milesione.”

Maj. Gen. Junes Gamer, Mississippl
Mational Guard adjetant general, aitrib-
uted the sucoess o the MagnolisRotation
1o dliscipline,

“This ts a trbiite o their raining o get
here and their desire to perform well,” he
said. *We're certainly a much better bri-
gade todny and we will continoe to im-

prove,

While Freakley said it will be impor-
tamt for the Cruard's |atest desert warmions
io “dissect”™ its trivmphs and defeats, it
was clear that the 155th's sobdiers left a
favorable impression.

“I would fight along side this brigade
any day,” said Brig. Gen. William
Webster, Jr., NTC commander,
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of the devasteting
hhmﬂnhhhﬂm led 13 smokejumpers in
l?ﬂmmnﬂlmlmwzhuud

Historic paratrooper relired 151 Sgi
Walter Marris flalds an interviaw,

federnl facility as & state educational campus.

L ncelisiaay 1o the Y'OP, & federal Job Corps
Program will open al the facility, The state Army
Giuard’s 41 3¢ Military Tntelligence Bartalion alsa

. '-ﬂhthﬂnﬂn:ﬂm:nwhﬁm -

J’HHHIE.HI Ein:fl-ml
Youth Programs chief, nearly LA miles
on & Blackimwk belicopier visiting -
~ severi Tribal Nations. The whirtwined tor wis in -
spport of the Montana National Cusnd's sggres-
xive initiative 1o include m-risk Native American
mhhfmmm
Padilla spent three days in M-
taren"s rich Indhisn culture and H’hﬂm%uﬂn
visited inclided the Flathend, Sulish, Kootenai,
Blackfeet, Chippewn. Cree, Assini-boine, Gros
Ventre, Sioax, Crow and Nonbem Cheyenne.
The trip was highlighted by Padilla®s panicipa-
Mobrazka's PFC John nion in the Bluckfeet's “March for Sobriety.™
Ulrick rescued a couple * Montans Adpetant General Maj. Gen. John
alter a car accident. [lmuhpujm hﬁlﬂ:ﬁ r.rmnih-hn uml

: changed vows with Jamse Hall The
.Ewﬁ““'mw sl e Louisiana Gov. Mike Fosler joined ' Emm"?m Gary Olson -
“EII;MI mnm Youth ChalleNGe program leons at - “Mﬂm. i mm‘um 's chaplain
Iﬂﬂlhhﬂﬂ:ﬁn thair new tacility in Carville, mnﬂthﬂmi ot by Bk Illm! ey
 Bridges, who once worked with Ulrick for a year form, was joined by fellow Batiery C cannoneers,
- ata grocery store. “Thank God for him." as well as two M98 i
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that carried Wiggin so far, Thompson explained.

“Immdnumtmmmmh.hﬂbﬂwmdh
working there,” Wiggin sabd, "My superion always
supparted me. That made it & lot easier. The other stuff
wis pever anything that [ couldn't live with ™

It starved for the most basic of reasons. She wanted 1o
know what went on during the weekend drills,

She went to work at Dow Alr Force Base in Bangor as
a telephone operator in 1963, She was hired o a civilian
clerk-typist at the Air Guand’s civil enginecring squad-
ron in 1968, the year that Dow closed and the Air Force
pulled out of Maine's Queen City.

The squadron got busy managing, remodeling or dis-
mantling the facilities the Air Foree left behind. It both-
ered her, she explained, to not know what was going on

during the weekend drills, She signed up in January ™74
to find out and to become a federal iechnician,

“I knew [ wanted to do better than what | was doing,”
ﬂﬂ-mmummmmmmmﬂnm
the military does is very i " — even if her mother
and close friends thought she had completely lost her
mind.

Much has happened since then.

She has deployved with other civil engineers to Panama
in earty 1990, during the final days of Operation Just
Cuuse that brought down Mansel Morega. She has
served in Aviano, Iy, and on bases aeross the United

ﬁ:lﬂlnhhﬂhﬁﬁmwwlﬂ
mimgmwmuudhummm-m-
time force to an partner in the Air Force's warld-
wide operations. The “Maineiacs™ are renowned as one
of the Air Force s finest units and stand op the Northeast
Tanker Task Force whenever overseas operations re-
quire additional airplanes in o hurry.

That has meant millions of dollass in new construction

ut the Bangor base — a new ramp for the tankers; a high-
tech, fully enclosed foel cell dock: new operations and
conmmunications cenmters; and a new home for the clvil
r.ngml:criqmdrm

Linda Wiggin and others in the civil engineer office
hlu:ph]md major roles in giving Bangor one of the
cotintry”s most modem Afr Guard installations.

She put it all behind ber in mid-August and began
settling into retirement with her retined usband Galen at
their pleasant home in Levant, 11°s about fourmiles down
the road from the farm of her yobith and the Baptist
chureh where she still sings in the choir,

There’s a garden 1o be gotten in and grandchildren to
diote on. They will watch for the geese that return to their
peacefial pond every fall.

It willl be good, the acknowledged, to take life a linle
casier knowing that, in the words of her friend Jan

“She made it easier for women o be ac-
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Defense Secretary William
Cohen thinks OFlahoma is OK.
Conversely, Saddum Hussein prob-
ably does not.

That's the impression 150 mem-
bers of the state’s 1 38th Fighter
Wing brought back when they
relurned from Inciriik Air Base,
Turkey, where they spent July
enforcing the no-fiy zone over
marthern Irog.

The mission included bombing
raids on Irng. Using precision-
guided munitions, F-16 pilots
struck seveml Irmgi defense sies,

The Tulsa-based ouifit is one of
only four in the Air Guand equip-
ped with the capability 1o drop
laser-guided ordnance.

Lt pilots reponisd coming
under fire several Hmes; however
no aircraft were hit,

Coben visited Incirlik recently to
thank those involved with Opera-
tien, Northermn Waich.

“Thanks 1o the Trkish govern- B
meeni and milary and owr British
friemds, we are ahle to comrlain
Baddam Hossein,” Coben said. “As
& result, the region stavs mone
#able. And when the region is
stable, then you con hove at least
an opportunity for freedom.”

12Bth was oné of three Air

units taking 30-day tums
enforcing the zone. lowa's 132nd
Frghter Wing succoeded Okla-

Twenly-one members of the
State Army Guard's Com-
pany G, 147th Air Traffic Services,
are operating some of the Army s
lntest equiipmient to help enforce the
ne-{ly zone over southem Irag.

The mir traffic controllent are
using the mctical erminal control
aystem to direct mircrall over Ali-
Al-Salam Air Field, Kuwait,

Mounted in Humvees, the new
sysem has a reach of one kilometer
and emits scrambled messages
unidetectabde to (he encmy, sakd
SFC S1eve Melson, unit administra-
1or. The system has been in the
Army mventory for a year.

The 21 citizen-soldicrs have
plenty of Guard company in the
region. They are assigned to Task
Force 151, which also includes
Army Ciuard sviation froeps from
Mississippi and South Carolina.

In nddition. Arkansas has light
infuriry companies in Kowalt and
""" ade currenily
nssigoed to an active duty Patriot
nntimizzile’defense hattery in the

helping o enfiorce the no-ly zone
estublished during the 19231 Persian
Gulf War to prevént Irngi military
Muslim minority popustion in
southem lmg. A similhr zone was
sct up o prodect minorty Kurds
from persecution in northem T,

By LaTonya Doxler
District of Columbia National Guard

Imagine faking off in a wo-seater jei that imme=
dintely clibs 15,000 feet in 45 seconds. That's
whal District of Columbia Mayor Anthony Will-
tams did after accepting an offer from D.C. Com-
manding General Maj. Gen. Warren L. Frecman “to
come 1y with us.”

Flying in an F-16 from Andrews AFB, Md., the
mayor flew with the D.C. Akr Guard 113th Wing on
July 28, his binhday, '

Befone hin flight, the mayor received a Might
surgeon briefing and rwo hours of egress training.

“He was reluctantly excited,” sabd SrA. Sheron
Mosley, who the egress rabning. "You
could tell that he wanted to go up, but the more |
talked about what to expect, he looked like he wag
starting to think ‘Do [ really want to go up?™  «

DISTRICT of COLUMBIA

Freeman and Col. David Wherley, 113th Wing
commander, said the flight was o pood idea.

*The mayor represents our nnnber one advocale
o belp s recruit fature airmen for the Goand,” said
Wheriey. Added Freeman: "It"s imiportant that he
understznd what we do and how we do ™

Once airborpe, pilor Maj. Bill Shelion Mew the
mayor 13,000 feet straight up, before leveling aff.

“I could really feel the impact of the spocd at
which we climbed on my face and my entire body.
Tt was o helluva climb,” sald the mayor.

Shehion Mew the mayor over the Pauxent River,
the While House and off of the Chesapeake Bay.
Afver demonsirating several different F-16 maneu-
viers, he allowed the mayor to 1ake the stick.

“The mayor flew s couple of loops,” reported
Shelion. “He never sterted to feel sick.”™

“It was amazing,” Willizms said. "I really
makes me have a lot of respect for what they do,”

S m— e o s

MAYOR on the MOVE - D.C. Mayor

Anthony Willlams gives a thumbs up
before flying In a 113th Wing F-16 Falcon.

1
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* The Air National Guard’s Aviation Pioneers

FIRST i FLIGHT

he shadows lengthened as the late sfirernoon son

shell-scamed landscape. A flight of Royal Alr
Force (RAF) SE-S¢ patrolling at 16,000 feet tumed
povwird their home base st Bruay, France severnl milesto
the south, Reed (. Landis, the only American in the
formation, “hunched forwand n the finy cockpit and
searched the scaitered puffs of clouds ahead ..
Landis kaw the flight leader rock his wings vigorously
and roll into a steep dive 1o the left, Approximately 1,000
fect below, & hali-8ozen Plalz scouls were crising cast,™

Landis" combat report described what happened nexi.
He “followed flight down on FLA, scouts, majority of
which spun. Continued 1o dive after F.A. and engaged
one & il cume out of 8 spin. Fired short burst from both
jouns anto FoAL, which did severnl tumis of a spin and then
fell into a dive.”

Landis, an Ilinois Guardsman who had voluntesred
for aviathon service in 1917, followed the Plakz down and
witched i1 crish into a village. The engagement on May
1%, 1918 was Landis® {orst official kill although he had
managed todive two enemy pircraft out of control during
earlier fights. Landis went oniobecome oneof Americas
leading wartime aces, While & LLS. officer. all 10 of his

war. He helped mmnage the production
and procorement of Armyy aircrafi from
his Washington, D.C. office. Flect was
selecied 1o organize the nation's first
eirmail service in May 1918, He left the
Army in 1922 and established the Con-
solidnted Airerafi Corporation in Buf-
falo, N.Y, the following year,

Raynal Cawthorne Bolling also
played a key role in the farmative years
of Mational Guard sviation. The so-
ciglly-prominent Now York Guandsman
wis the chiel attomey for the United
Simtes Stecl _In the supumer
of 1915, he began wuking Mying lessons
and attended o military fraining camp
for busincssmen at Plattsburg, N.Y.
Adver returning from Platsburg, Bolling
ind severn] other prominent Mew Yiork-
ers began (o organize o Mational Guard
agro. coimpany with the support of Maj. Gen. John F,
O Ryan, the stite"s Adjutant General . Added by an imitinl
512,500 gift from the Aero Club of New York City and
other contribations, the fledghing Guard aviatons rented
itwo pireraft and finsnced the training of student pilots o2
private fying schools. On Nov. 1, 1915, Capt. Bolling
organized and was sppointed commander of the firs real
Guard wviation unit, the 15t Aero Company, New York
Mational Guand.

with the RAF

service on July 13, 1916 during, the crisis

The Guard was a botbed of carly TIFr——
el in avistion. There were many efforts 3
1o fiarm Ciuard aero units in various states
by civilian flyers, businessmien and Na-
tional Guardsmen. They were as inter-
ested in promoting the general develop-
ment of American aviation as were
in establishing Guard avintion. The Cali-
fomia Cuuard estaldlished on seronawtical
detnchment in its Teth Coast Artillery
Company it February 1911. Eugene Ely,
the earliest man o launch an aircraft
from the deck of a wamship, was the
detnchment’s first prvaie, Befone being
killed during an air show in Macon, Ga.
in October 1911, he became the first
pilot to be commissioned in that date. In
May 1912, Ohlo's LL Caol. Charles
Winder attended the Army’s Aviation School st Au-
gusis, Ga., becoming. the first Guard officer 1o cam &
Reserve Military Aviator rufing.

Severnl stabes had established small aviation branches
within their National Guard organizstions by 1916,
Aside from New Yaork, none were able to provide those
Nedgling nar organizations with anything approaching
sdequate financial suppor.

The Army began sending Goardsmen o fight school
in late 1915, In August 1916, Congress approprinted
%1388 million for military aviation. The legislaiion alvo
mandated that flight training would be provided to one
Guardsman from each state. That initistive had been
promoted by Reoben Flset, o Ibusinessman,
member of the Washington state legislature, and a Guards-
man. In the spring of 1917, Fleet was one of eleven
Guardsmen selected for such training. He tranaferred
into the Army and won his wings afier the U8, declared

Maj. Reed Landis

with Mexlco by Pancho Villa®s
Tl on Columbig, N.M. In September, they

were nugpmented by the 2nd Asro Company
of the New York National Goard from Buf-
falo, plus ten officers from other states. The
Ind Aero ¥ had been organized in
1916. Following Villa's raid, President
Woodrow Wilson mobilized the Mational
Guard. The 1t Acro Company nover saw
the Mexican border. Instead, it trained at
Mincola, M.Y. The company was mustered
ol of federal service on Nov. 2, 1916 and
dishanded on May 12, 1917, Bolling was
disillusioned by the experience at Mineola.
He doubied that avistion could ever be o
success in the Guard becanse it was costly
e highly technscal. Largely based on lis
sdvice, the War Department disbanded
Guand aviation umits and their members were encouraged
to volunteer for active duty as individuals,

The Army had to ely heavily on Guardsmen and
wolunieers from civilian life with no military experience
when President Wilson and the Congress approved the
creation of & gigantic warlime aviation program i the
summer of 1917, That spang, Guardsmen provided a
significant pool for the Army 10 draw sviators from.
Approximately 100 of them had either qualified as pilots
oF were in irsining to become military aviators, Although
comprebensive figores were not ovailable on ow o
men actually served in the LS. aviaton program during
World War 1, a small number of them made significant
contributions 1o it.

After joining the Signal Corps Reserve, Col. Bolling
ledd an important U.S. mission to Earope in the summer of
1917. Its recommendations played a critical role in shap-
ing Amenica’s huge wartime aircraft production pro-

gram, While eisigned 1o the AEF, he
established schools and training cenders
in Bgrope for American flers. Other
members of New York"s 188 Acro Com-
pany served with distinction in France.
Li. Cal. Philip A, Carroll, an anomey,
left the Gunrd 1o help form the 18t Asro
Reserve Squadson and had shipped over-
seas af the unil’s commander, Ones in
France, Carroll hud been sssigned tothe
Awvintion Instruction Center ai Issoudin,
Frapce. He evemtinlly became the As-
sistand Chiel of the Training Section of
the AEF's Air Service,

Capt. James E. Miller, o banker in
civilian life, was senl overseas in July
1917, He beaded vhe iraining focility s
Issoundin and then was assigned s com-
mander of the 95th Aero Squadron,

1st Lt. Blair Thaw served in the Air
Service's |5t Ao Squadron. He was killed in an aircraft
pocident while commanding the 135th Aco Squadron.

In addition 1o Landis, the Guand contribated three
other aces to the allied air effon. Tennessee Adr Caand
Capt. Reed Chambers became un o ginil member of the
famned Sdih Pursiis Squadron in France, A friend and
trusted confidant of Rickenbacker, he was credited with
six acrial victores. Kansas Capt. Field Kindley scored 11
victories, while Minmesota Guand 14 Martinus Stenseth

with & 47 victories

The individial sce became the glomorous symbsol of
WWI aviation in the minds of the press and o public
hungry for individual . But, in reality, the most
important aviation work in the war was done by the
observation squadrons that kept track of enemy move-
ments and helped control anillery fire, The shon caneer
of u Kansas Guardsman, 2nd Lt Erwin R. Bleckley,
iltustruted that role.

In carly October 1918, members of the 50éh Acro
Squandron, which he was essigned toin France, atiempied
o locale and resprpply an American infantry baitalion
that hng been cut off by the Germans m the
Forest. Bleckley and his pillof, 151 L1, Harold Goettler
braved poorweather ind itense ground fire bo resupply
the doughboys. Unable to see any signs of life, they were
forced 10 guess whem io drop thelr packages.

Bleckley and Goetiler decided 1o fly ane more relicl
miasion thad day before the doughboys ran ol of ammo-
nition and food. They Mew a1 trectop level, almost
dropping to the ground on their find pass, and then
pivobed for snother run over the nrea, But, the airmens”
hsck ran out. Both Bleckley and Goettler were hit by
enermny fire, Goettler managed 1o lift his DH-4 out of the
ravine and over & ridge, whefe it crashed in froal of the
French lines. He was dead when the French found him,
Bleckley was dying, but preserved his notes which
helped pinpoint the German positions around the con-
tested mavine. Both Bleckley and Goettler received the
Mednl of Honor posthumously fortheirheroism, Bleckley
wits the first Mational Guard sviator o earmn the nation’s
highest military docomiion,

Early Guard avistors made significant indivicdual con-
tribitions fo the early dévelopment of American military
avintion through WWIL Their service was the opening
chapier in the long and difficull struggle of National
Gunrd sviation 1o win the righ 1o serve as organized units
of the American militery establishment.
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Texas helicopter crews help
law enforcers find marijuana

TROUBLE
down BELOW

By Sgt. Lon Butler
Texas Natfonal {uard

wo Texas Army Guard helicop-

bers slowdly descended through the

marming mist 1o a lnding zone
where a small m‘ﬂi}'ﬂl'lll-l'nun wailed 1o
do baftle in the war againg drugs.

“Big Bird,” a UH-60 Black Hl'l-rl'.-lnd
“Linde Bird,” an OH-38 Kiowa recon-
mumm helicopter, touched down in

Cherokee County, Texas, as part of COp-
eration Gireen Thumder, the Lone Star
Stuie Anmy Crieand s aerial reconnais-
sance mission dedicated o assising
local authorities in marijuana emdi-
caution effors,

The Drug Enforcement Agency
and the Texas Department of Poblic
Sll’:lﬂl}FS}nwﬂdnﬂJ-:hdw
cies for the annual operation,

After mecting with law enforcers,
the Little Bird crew was dispaiched
to “recon” Pierce’s Chapel, an area
suspected of drag activity,

Al right, you go over there and
see what vou con see.” said the Rig
Bird pilot. “We're going io head fo
the morthwest part of the cownly io
zee if we can spot anything like we
sonnt Lt yeur.”

What the Green Thisnder team spot-
tecl Inst yenr was o marijuana feld
contaiming 5,000 plants, valved o
mare than $8 million. The field was
found growing in a logging ares that
had beenclear-cut, one of the reasons
why the region is favornble for grow-
ing the ifHcit crop.

Sheriff James Campbell sabd that
hie astimates nesrly 40 percent of his
county is logging country. Timber
and paper companics clear-cit an
area, then gather the scrap timber
o rows 10 be bumed. The ashes make
the zoil very fertile.

Once the battle strategy and flight plans
were se, a DPS narcotics agent climbed
sboard the Kiowa to wirk as the spotter,
while sheriff™s and DPS agents
loaded into the Blsck Hawk. A ground
suppor crew headed 1o 8 centrally=lo-
caled part of the reconnaissance arca. The
helicopiers ascended over the trectops,

Reconning for manjosna m & dense,
green forest may soem like an impossible
task, especially ot o mindmum-flying alti-
tude of 300 feet. Byl DPS Sgt. Marvin
MecLeroy, & narcotics division investigs-
tor, snid i1"s nod st muenijuso that ex-
poses the location of & feld.

“The tnols thit we use to grow a ganden
i home are peaded out in the woods for
o marijunns parder o well™ e cabd,

McLeroy snid marijusns requires an
enomous amoeunt of wa-
11, S0 it is almiost olways
located near cne of the na-
mernae ponds, sineams,
rivers and swamps scai-
tered throughout the East
Texas Piney Woods.
McLeroy said buckets and
barrels found in remote
area offer clues,

A maore sophisticated
way of transporting water
ix through PYC pipe. The
pipe is insered into a lake
and ziphoned (o ma jusma
planis.

Big Bird slowly skimmed above the
tree e, returning to the ﬁ:-]u:[whtrr.lul
year's big bust ocourred.

“1t sure was in awiul tot of dope then,™

said the pilot. Yoo comeld just about amell
the stufl when we hovered above it.”
" Thisvear however, it was only a barren
swathof Gield that was just showing signs
of regrowith. Growers are rarely caught,
with even fower going to jail. '

“If we happen to find a field duning our
recon ouiasion, more thaen likely the grower
won't be around,” McLeroy said. “Even
if we do catch somebody in the immedi-
ale vicinity, he can just say that he was
hiking or scouting a hunting area.”

The mdio emiited & familiar volce as
Litile Hind called i

“"Bip Bird, thiv & Lirtle Bird, | think
we' v gol romeitliing . Looks ke sarne
vl of miarker, [ke a whine flag.™

“We're on anr wiay,”
replied Big Birnd.

After the Black Hawk
broke hard right, gaining
altitude, the co-pilot
weighed i with his views
o the battle against drugs.

“I've always Feli tha
drugs have scomed our so-
ciety,” he zabd, “As Goard-
members get called up for
situationd on a national
level. We slaoild always be
ready mnd able fo ssist in
the interests of our stale as
well.”

Phobos by Sgb Lon Buither

AIDED BY AIR - A Texas Army Guard OH-58 Kiowa helicopler (above) hovers
over a clear-cul section of foresi, popular areas for marijuana growers. A
Cherokes County narcotics investigator (top photo) hauls off some marijuana.

Assisting the citizens of Texas is some-
thing these pilots have become very fa-
roiliar with in recent vears. The pilots and
aircrew of both helicopters have helped
fight wildfires and have flown flood re-
tef missdons when they were not assisi-
ing the Green Thunder operation.

Crays can be long and tedious on this
wort of mission. In order to effectively
recon the area, the flight speed s redoced

to o virtual crawl, A pillof or & spolier
coild see something. then hover over i
for mimuies, rying 1o defermine whether
it wis mar jusia or just another shrob that
happens o look like it Sometimes days
will go by before the crew makes a find.

East Texas wag once o thriving mari-
juana-growing region, Since the eradica-
o progrnm was initinted however, muri-
Juann figlds have been reduced in both
mmbers and size, With increased serial
feconnoissance and improvemcnis n
countendmig lactica, the larpe-scale Nelds
af the 1950's and early 0°s have been
virtually wiped out.

“It"s just not worth it anymore for the
growers,” McLeroy said. “It takes an
awiul lot of work fo get their ganiens
growing. Bul we go in and destroy the
stufl before they can harvest iL”

As the Black Howk approached the
Pierce's Chapel area, o makeshift ienr,
made of clear plistic sheeting and FYC
pipe, appedred through the trees. Long
abandoned, the weight of the leaves fll-
ing from surrounding trees had collapaed
the roof of the strctare,

A guy was growmg a lnrge man-
junna field close o where that tent
is,” Sheriff Detective Johnathan

umﬂ s 'I'ﬂ!hl.mrd
'ﬁlmﬂ mﬁ

Over aridge and mlhrdimnu,
the Kiown was circling o froshly
clearmed patch of the forest. Beneath
the Kiowna was n whibe piece of cloth
thed b0 a stick, stock inamixed monsd
of dirt.

The rugged termain and remobe lo-
cation of the fag prevented the
ground crew from accessing the ans,
Consequently, the sherff s deputies
aboard the Black Hawk were or-
dered o investigaie,

There, growing ol of i urned
scrap mouand stood 364 plants, all
nround fwo feet tll, Rhodes figured
the find would be worth mose than
6000 on the street. The planis
were taken back o the sheriff™s of-
fice 10 be incinernied.

“In the old days, we had so0 many
marijuana ficlds that many times we
had to bam it fght on the spot.”
Rhvodes sabd, "I we can, we will inke
it by the staticn.™

Climbing back aboard the Black
Hawk, Rhodes said Operstion Gireen
Thunder is critical to the success of elimi-
nating marijians in the coanty. Looking
out over the ridpes and forest, he ex-
pressed his gratitede for Texas Army
Gimard.

“We just couldn’t dio 18 without them "
he said shaking his head. *They"re daing
us & hoge fovor, Bol miore importond,
they 're doing & huge favor for the chil-
dren of this stae.™
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