OPERATION ALASKAN ROAD

B After the Storm: Ohio
Guard leads first exercise in
decades to ravaged nation

b BEKE
Narianal Guard Buredu

ou can do 8 bot with 20,000 ce-
mient blocks and o couple of hus-
dred cubic yurds of concnete.

You can build three schools and three
climes 1o withstand hurricane winds of
120 mph. You can creaic the centers for
new commanitics where people
who have lost their homes can
rehaild their lives, You can bring
entine cogniries together.

That is whai Army Matiomnal
Chaard soldiers from Cihio and
Mizsissippi and 15 other wlales
hnve Inbored to sconmplish dur-
ing- this sommer in Nicaragua
where active volcanoes shoot
clouds of steam over lush tropical
i forests.

A New Horizons "99 militnry
12k force organized and man-
aged by the Ohio Army Guard's

3,000 ULS. troops who are taking part in
Tusk Force Esteli, numed for the remode
province where the work wis progress-

mg smoothly.
“You can be proud of what you have
ished here,” Cragin told 257 of

those ciizen-solders who left the
“Eity of Manigis 16Ty Yath nfier spending

iwo weeks laying block and atteiding io
their new friends’ medical needs.

W expected to provide liamanitanan
assiziance and secure excellent raining,™
Cragin explained. “We also wanted to
demonstrate (0 (he Micaragnan people
that we are. good nelghbors.”

You would be hard pressed io find 2

i - _ RAPID RESPONSE —Pennsylvania Army
ﬁ E}"ﬁ'ﬁﬁfﬁﬂm Guard Capt. Denis Sullivan, a member of

has done moch o overcome 200 the 328th Suppon

Battalion, offers snacks

vears of tense relstions between tnd-ﬂ}dmnﬂtl'llnglﬁm:dmrltm

the United States and that Central
American land.

The diverse mix includes medical
peope from [iinoks and helicopter crews
from Puerto Rico.

The cement blocks used 1o help Nica-
raguans in the central highlands nebound
froin Last fall"s crippling blows of Husri-
cane Mitch may become the building
blocks for long-term diplomatic, cultural
and mikitary friendships.

“These are the emissaries who are just
starting that process,” said Charles Cragin,
the 115, Defense Department’s under-
secretary for reserve affnirs, of the nearly

better neighbor than John Dragani, 41, of
Columbus, Ohio, if you needed help in o
hrry. That Army Gued sergeant holds a
civil engincering degree from Ohio State
and is a melf-employved design technicinn.
He left his wife and danghter incarly June
to become the technical engineenng su-
pervisor for the buildings going wp in
Nicarmgua.

“I love this part of the world. I just had
o come back,™ said Dragani who met his
wife Mancy in 1989 when he was an

B See NICARAGUA, Page 11

‘Hnmznns rises in Nlcal'agua
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i COMMENTARY

* Towa Infnntr;mun * Gulf Gaffe +» Boffo Band

Guarp Man

I'm writing regarding the photo that
accompanicd the “A well-built legacy™
story that appeared in the June issue
(page 6).

The top photo is of the 194th Infantry
Long Range Surveillance (airbome)

" Detachment out of Camp Dodge, lowa,
We're not from linois!

‘The first man on the port side (the
lefi side of the boat) is Capd. Royka,
commander of the detachment. I was
the third man port side.

Don’t get me wrong it was a very
good piece. Thanks for time.

Spc. Aron Fritz
towa National Guard

I am a full-time exchange officer
from Arkaness serving in the readiness
division at the Army National Guard
Readiness Center in Arlington, Va
Prior (o ;lm'n'EI‘m November 1997, 1
had with the Arksinel Krmy ™
Guard and the 39th Infaniry Brigade

since 1969,

the 39th Infantry Brigade, not the 38th
brigade.
The opening statement, *Eight vears

after serving with distinction in South-

wext Asia ag part of Operation Desert
i I8 inaCcirate.

While Arkansas send 3,300-plos
soldiers and airmen to the Gulf in 1990-
21, there were no units from the 30k
deployed as 1 whole like the comment
would lead you o believe.

You may have been referring 1o the
Arkansas Army Guaard's [420d Field
Artillery — which was comprised of
twa, eight-inch cannon battalions, thelr

by Maj. Patrick Jones, was one of the
most enjoyable outdoor programs ['ve
experienced in nearly a quarter-century
of concert-reviewing,

The weather, the vense and the per-
formers all combined (o offer an unal-
loyed evening of pleasure,

I simiply can't recall hearing as large
un ensamble as the 553rd Air Force
Band play so consistently well from o
purely technical standpoint. And not

Headquanters and Headquarters Battery | only were the solo offorts so beautifully
and an attached Multiple Launch accomplished. but the ensemble playing
Rocket System batiery from the Okda- was 0o less refined und efficacious;
homu Arey Guard. This brigade served textural balance and rhythmic precision
with distinction in support of V Comp were virually Aawless.
and the British combat troops in par- Again, [ hasten to add that the play-
ticular. The British commander hnd ing wasn't merely technically impres-
staded that the supporting fires were sive, bat it was musically memorable,
“the most accurdie be had ever wit- s well. Maj. Jones led his players with
nessed.” a deflt. senwitive hand that offered an
While the 3%h (and myself} stood extruondinary amoant of sofl, lyrical
ready to respond 10 the call 1o serve in playing: wisely balanced with playing
the desert, we were never given the characterized by power und energy.
oppartunity. Both of these infartry Maj. Patrick Jones
CONTpanies are curmently on station, Pernsylvania National Guard
Thank you for your ciforts in produc-
ing a fine newspaper. [ always enjoy
each issue. Lermems  Poucr:
Maj. Barmey (3. Smith _
o Natiowal Guard Bureaw | LT 1o
to aditing for space and styla con-
Music to their Eyes gk |
Mail lattars to: NGB-PAI-C, Suite

Editor's Note: The following was
written by Chesmur Hill Local music
critic Michsel Caruso, renowned by
arca pundits for his unyiclding reviews,

The concert in Pastorius Park, fea-
turing the 553rd Air Force Band of the

Pennsylvanin Air National Guard led

11200, 1411 Jelerson Davis High-
way, Ardington VA 22202-3880

FAX your latters 1o DSN 327-
3686 or (703) 60T-3688

e-mall address is;

malthaneri@ngb.ang.af. mil
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J IN THE NEWS

» JFK Searfhers

* Mojave Maneuvers * Technicians Tauted

Texans ‘capture’ attention at NTC

M Outsmarted: ‘They had their
boots off and were still eating
chow when we got there'

Capt. Danny Blanton
Missizsippi Novional Guard

hock ommed o anger and embarrassment for three

“Krasnovian” soldiers on 4 reconnaissance patrol

as they were outsmarted by a Texas Anmy Gizard
SOOI e,

The team from Company B, Ist Battalion, 141st
Infantry, based in Floresville, were protecting members
from the Mississippi Army Guard 155th Armoned
Brigade's combat team from Krasnovian infiltration
when they identified, charged and captured their unsus-
pecting encmy.

*They had their boots off and were still eating chow
when we got thert,™ recalled Spe. Raman Mircias,
member of the scout team. “They were suck in their
tracks and didnt know where o go.”

Lone Star State Army Guard's 4% Armored Division,
who joined 21 nﬂ‘l:rﬂmnppnrung the three-week
“Magnolia Rotation™ ot the National Training Center
(NTC) in Foet Trwin, Cadif.

Mearly 5,500 National Guard soldiers were involved.

Murcins said he was famillar with popolar oppoting
forces (OPFOR) hiding places after having served as an
OPFOR combatant at the NTC four years ago,

“It"s kind of fun going up against these guys afier
beang OPFOR, but i's a lot harder being on this side of
the tracks,” be said,

Once the Texas soouts spotied the ficticious Krasnovian
soldiers, they called on soldiers from Mississippi's
Company A, Ist Battalion, 155th Infantry, based in
Tylertown, to assist them in securing their cagture.

- Photo by Maj. Dennis F. St
GAME GUARDSMEN -- A trie of Army
Guardmembers were among & group of saavy
warriora to distinguish themsalves at the NTC,

“They for some other guys to go up the back
of the hill and trap them. We the hill from the
front and captured them,™ M. explained. |

SFC Juan Bepadider, 8 Bradley Scout Vehicle com-
mander plso from the Floresville unit, said the

THE“WaRTT ror Ve Hippened Withar (e Eaistance or i

wingmen,
'lmwmmﬂrmmw
omie side of the hill, while the infuntry came up the ather,”
he added. “They were trapped. They had nowhers 1o go,”
“At first they were shocked,” Marcias recalled of the
capiured foes. “Once they got over the shock, they were
sngry. They could not beHeve this happened to them.™
The "Magnolia Rotntion™ wis a 21-day exercise con-
ducted in the harsh environment of Califomia's Mojave
Desen. The 155th contingent conducted the most strin-
gent force-on-force training that the U.S. Army has to
offer - training that ix expected to improve the combat
'ﬂ;ﬂhﬂuﬂ.ﬂy 5,500 Army Guard spldiers from 23

“‘Hm ended July 31.

Technician force celebrates 30th year

By SFC Lornn Gepgis
Nariewer! Graprd Bureai

recent cake-culting cer-
emony af the Mational
Guard Buredu , where L
Gen. Ruasell B. Davis praised the
contributiona the Chagrd °8 techmi-
cinn force hos made, highlighted the
Jnh anniversary of the pisaspe of
iz Matiosnal Guand Techmiclans Act.
“We hove boen able 1o grow and
perform effectively as n fonce,” said
Duvis, “because of the technicians
holding down the for,™
The ceremony celebrated he

implementation of the National
Guard Technician Actof 1968, Thai
legislation stundardized the pay and
benafits extended to the Goand Tech-
aician force, and provided them with
Tort claims protection. [t made them
Federal employess of the Anmy and
the Air Force, but retained control of
the workforce at the State level un-
ider the Adjuant General,

This provided technicians with
Federal job stability and protections
and made available a pool of long-

P. Stine, the legislation was unique
and nhead of its tme becawss it pro-
vided for a customized force, feder-
ally paid and protecied, but com-
pletely pvailable for state service.

“Dhur full-time techmicians ore ab-
sotmtely key (o the readiness of the
National Cuard,” Stine said. “They
are the bridge between the trudi-
tional m-doy soldien and the day-lo-
day reguirements of oar National
Guaard onits"™

The full time technician force per-
forms the necessary malnienance,

B TECHNICIANS, Page 4
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almurestration and  preparation
newded foreffective raining and
MIASI0N response,

By performing the day-to-day
functions and essential leader-
ghip and stff roles, technicidns
relieve traditionn] Cuardmem-
bery to train {or the Gusard’s
wrfighting and peacetime mis-
EigHin. =

Theirinstingional knowladge,
e ndded, has bsen proven (o
impact unit readiness,

That institutional knowledge
has also served the Guard senior
leadership well. Davis, Army
Crmnrd Director Maj, Gen. Roger
Schulte and Army Guooard CSM
John Leonard have served in the
fechnician force. Each under-
stunids the Emportance of fall tme
trmizpers and sdnvinistrotors o onit
readiness.

*Unit readiness NCOs and
technicinns are often & cleaning
howse of information and the ini-
tiall podnt of contsct for families,™
Leonurd said.

“The “full timers’ know the
soldiers and often know' family
members as well,” the CSM
wdhibed. “Families’ questions can
ofien get answered in one stop
withoul geiting lost in & wiat can
be anm intimidating military
mare."

Stine added that technicinng
awlso provide the continwity nec-
casary for smoeoth operations,
especially during rapid transfor-
reation and change in force and
WEADONS Eysieis,

*As wo acquine more sophisti-
catod equipment oor requinomend
for technical and imengive main-
lenanee increases,” he endd.

Full time manning, which in-
cludes both the technician force
mnd the Active Guard and Re-
serve {AGR) lorces, b5 anissue of
prowing concern. Diminished
funding has resulied o only 54
percent of validated positions
being filled in the Army Guard.

This difference of approxi-
maiely 3,000 itechnicians and
1600 AGRs, Stine poted, hus
placed significant pressure on the
Guard's leadership and unit mem-
bers to bridge the gap.

*We need 10 be sure thal our
iechnicizns and AGH soldiers are
supported and protected from an
over-reliance on their tabents and
dedication,” Stine ohserved. *“We
need more full-ime manning.”

B Border Barrier: /33rd
Engineers bujld fence;

move dirt, upgrade road

Hy SFC Danlel Fortin
Midnie NMatiomal Gireard

j i first glance, you might think
that you were looking & a picture
you've seen before in o maga-
rine of the Grest Wall of China, twisting
and tuming through those ancient hilld
Your eye continoes to follow the harmier
south to the horizon where the image
cllazppears in a npple of heat,

Hiowever, soon yoo renlize that you're
stamding in western Califomia along the
Mexican border. Al closer inspection,
yiou netece that this structure i made of
ieel, mot sbome.

The "Scandin™ fence, so nemed be-
cause of its peographic location, is being
constricted by members of the Maine
Army Guand’s Company C, 135rd Engi-
necr Batialion based in Lowiston. The
11 B-person contingent recently spent two
wieeks in San Diego, Calif,, as par Task
Force Griczly. X

The task force was 1Ié1'rln:|1=~r1 tor help
support the U5, Border Patrol s efforts to
curtail the I||I.'H?|! -eln:;-. 1n1!"l"|.:kin;,: and
immigralion problems slong the T47-mile
Mexico/LLS, border.

When completed, the fence will gpan
14 miles from the Pacific Ocean o the
Otny Mountains in San Dizgo County,
explained Califormin Army Guand Cal.
Robert 1. Klein, mak force communder

*The barmier is part of a double barrier
system to halt illegal vehicular maffic
scross the border,”™ he sasd,

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense

Wl 0y Guw |
Maine engineers get busy at border

Reserve Affnirs Chardes L. Cragm said the
use of Guard units s mitually beneficial.

“Oiperations such is Task Force Grizely
give these Maine Coardmembers s chance
Bt some great trainbng, while providing a
great prodect for Amenica,” he said,

Soma ol that imining, according toCape,
Dveabine  Drummond, Charlie Cosnpiny
commander, required 133rd engineers 1o
use gomeone clse"s equipment.

“Tt i5 very realistic that wmits such as the
13 3rd veould fall onto equipement mot oor
onm." he waid, “When we pet there, we

will Hve 1 friake di with WA We have ™ —aben wpprided Ty T 200 Tincar feeror

The fence i3 15-leet high and made of
etee] poles <el in six-fool-deep footings,
Sieel sheathing bolted fromy the inside
mikes up the barrier porteon of e struc-
tere, The femce dioes mot eonsist-of any
hinrmfiil materiale like barbed wine.

55t Michas] Mowry said thot the work
was inlense,

*The fence craws have been working
really thard,” he reported. “'We've been

Fheain by SFC Danisd Fartin

THUMEBS UP = At & multi-culvert
site, soldiers with Maine Army
Guard 133rd engineers position
concrele plpes prior io pouring
the transition box and haadwall,

aversging spproximately 170 o 200 Fect
al fetice per -I!.I:I..||' .

Company C was tasked 10 sxsemble
mnd erect 1,000 linear feet of el fence
At the end of their ratation, the Maine
soddiers hnd finished approximately 1,500
limear feet, The Pinetres Sinte rn'r'i.n-':rr':

road and constructed two mulii-culverts.

Along with the other projects. the 133nd
engineers performied & massive *'cul and
fill” misxion by moving a large volume
of sod] mnd rock. They removed il rede-
posited an avernge of 5,000 cobic yands
of dirt per day. =

“The Maine engineers moved and
graded mare dint than any other rotation
to date,” Drummond noded,

e ON GUARD
August 1999
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Caldwell's

Bng‘ Catcher" =

Command

Catcher

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Bfatiomal Geard Biereds

arpeniers pnd plimnbers,
electrivians and trock
drivers are the rypical
jobs held by 39 Amy Notional

Gaizerd utility engineers who have

travebed far from their Wyoming

homes o remodel three single-

story buildings at an Army train- Spc. Glen Lorenz, prevent-
ing post in Hohenfels, Germany., ative medical specialist,

D, yes, there's also an ento-
malogist, That's the guy ihe
other members of the Wheat-
Land-based 197th Engineer De-
tachment call ‘lhel‘mgcnmh:r

Meet Spe. Glen Lorenz of
Guernsey, Wyo, He is 28 and 2
former field artilleryman in the
Marine Corps. He now holds

tive medical specinlist,
Lorenz literally gets o
the test the waters — and
the insects — before the
others i his unif get to
drive the first nail or mm
their first foot of wire in
pplace they donotknow,

Maoking sune thyd the
waler is i for drinking,
examining mosquitoes
for madsris and ticks for
Lyme disease, and
checking the paint for
lead conient would be
the detachment com-
manded by Capt. Sum
House be semd o 4 re-
mede bocabion.

Those mwre nol com-
midl concemns il the
Combat  Maneuver
Teninkng Center"s mod-
emcomplex ofbuildings located
o few miles west of the Crech
Republic border.

Lorenz, therefom, s spend-

form another. building im0 an
open-bay barrncks,

Yet, his singular specialty
gives him o imigue distinction
mpong s citizen-soldier peers,

“lt"s imteresting to be able to
be responsible for the health of
the othey people in my unii 5o
we can - get on wilh our mis-
fion,™ sl Lorenz who i= an
inberesting ram in bis oven right.

He stands 5-foor-2 and
weighs 120 ponds. He's o small
man by military standonds, But
thai s not the measure of his
heiin,

A Tormer high school goid-
unce counselor, Lorene nelated.
ickd him e was too small o
muke if in the armed forces; that
b shoold find something else
b dix after he procuated.

=1 decided to join the ough-
et putfit | could find,” said
Liovens who had to get o warver
becuuse of his size before he
could spend: four years in the
Marines and become part of &

the Wyoming Premiom Pig
Farms near Wheatland, He i a
poet who has been published
twice by the Mutional Librury of
Poetry in Califormie. He plans to
be married in Algusr,

Lorere has aluo mads his mark
as & citizen-soldier in the well-
iroveled cngineer detachmem
that served in Panama in |96
and that ex peets b rebr to Cer-
ManY Next year.

That cross section of Amern-
cans mchndes postal workers, a
surveyor, 8 couple of ranch
hands, 8 professional engineer,
and another former Marine, Spc.
Ben Blatz, who drives 83-1on
trucks at o quarry near his Chey-
enne home, 55g1. Borgia Noel,
an electrical inspector for the
Wynining fire maruhals office,
suEpervises the crew ol eight mili-
tary electricians,

And if snyone should wonder
i it's okay o drink the water,
the: first person they'1l probably
ask is their own “bog man,” SpE.

calcher ! In @ engineer unat!

Check.

Bridging the Gaps

By M5gt. Bob Haskell

Noriomal Ouard Bisrean

ames Caldwell was an Army National Guard gen-
eml cxger for o new adventuare when the
rang in his Worthington, Ohio, home last Feb. 18,

Rotired 2 a full-time Ouward technician at the time, he
tnd spent bis doys helping-his wife, Gail, run her bosiness
communications consulting firm and fraveling o bridge
tournaments.

That was before the fateful call asking him © com-
mand three New Horizons *99 task forces being orga-
nized 1o help people in three other Central American
countries recover from last fall's devastating hurricanes.

The robust general snid “ves" ithe next day,

Five months later, Ohio Brig, Gen. James Caldwell,
57, hias maide his mark s a high-profile, hands-on com-
muncder for thousands of Natonal Guard and  Army
Reserve troops who have helped give new schools, new
climics, new wells, vew roads and new hope to hurricane
and earthquake victims in Nicaragis, Guntemala and E
Salvadeor,

“1 was thrlled at the idea. | was ready for & new
challenge,” suid the Oklahoma-borm Caldwell from his
headguaners at the Soto Cano Awr Base, Honduras.

He is in charge of the U5, Southern Comemand's
Forward Commuond Element until mid-September when
oll construction operations will shut down. This Army
Guard general has leamed as much about intermational

of the most unusual jobs 1o
found m ey Ay line unil

Technically, he's a preven-

_ing his duty days helping the
umt !. [

‘L};]ﬁfarpmlu-: remddel
two office buildings snd frons-

Fhoin by MSgE Bab Haskal
diplomncy and about being o peveral as he nlready knew
about military engimcering.

Caldwell commmandesd o New Honzons task force in
Honduras in 1989 as o colonel. He has encountered many
challenges this year as a general.

W He has overseen the first major U5, military opern-
Ebain ki INicarmgpi since relations between the two coun-
tries were stretched 1o the breaking point in 1983,

B He hax ensuyred that Gundemalan people hiert and lefi
homeless by & 6.6 earthquake on July 11 got all of the
help possible from Army Reservists nearby,

B He has flown countless miles over an area the size
of Mew England while overseeing the construction
projects and medical relief missions that have involved
muire: than 1,200 citizen-soldiers st o time.

B He has told his joint military staff of 100 people in
o pncertain temns (hat, as much as he noeds their help,
he also needs totake care of the most impertant issues on
hix own.

It"s a 1ot like bridge, the card game that has consumed
many off-duty howrs during Caldwell's 33-year career.

He s like & director for a duplicae bridge tournament
where team members are plaving. ot several tables ot
onee, often in different rooms. The direcior’s job is to

_155mm_ howitzer battulion m
Camp Leleune, N.C.
He hns since gone 1o work for

Gien Lorenz. He "Il undoubtedly
tell them the waterin Crermany
* 8 just fine.

DOUBLE DUTY - With Acting Secretary of
Reserve Affairs Charles Cralgin (left), Brig. Gen.
James Caldwell addresses troops in Nicaragua.

ke sure the phiy proceeds smoothly and 1o settle any
disputes, The director lus the final sond

The big difference is commumication, n brdge, play-
efs are forbidden o talk v thelr teammates. However, in
a military operation where the distances between sites is
ménsuted in hour-long Mights or daylong drives over
moumain roads, comminication is vital.

Nicarngua wis considered the most sensitive of this
yeor' s Wew Horirons sites, The United Siates has had a
arained relationship with the country since the early Bls
when they supponed anti-Sandinisin contra guerrillas
while tha Micarngoa povemment was abfing lefrist goer-
rillas im Bl Salvador,

Cookd a Mational Guand humanitnrian sk force belp
heal those old wounds? Caldwell mointnins it has.

“They "ve been as pleasant fo work with as any country
in the region,” he said. "We conldn'l usk for betber
supporn from the Nicamguan army,

Juby's cartbhquake, followed by a tropical storm, n
eastern Cluatenials thrust work-starved Army Reserve
engineers from Iilinois into a new role,

*“The Reserve soldiers were no langer looking for work
after that earthquake hit,"” Caldwell said. “They"ve been
real heroes in that neighborhood.™

“Comphicated agreements,” he observed, “are more
iaften encountered i duplicabe bridge, where the ployers
are often long-standing partners who have devobed con-
sidherahile effort to agreeing io their sysiem.”

It*s a premise that has served James Caldwell well ag
the bridge table and in Central America.

e ON GUARD
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The Guard's Military Support
Detachments are the ‘tip of
the military’s response spear

Preparing
FOR THE

By SFC Erie Wedeking
MNuvinnal (Guard Bureal

Spi. Jane Bonner used to waich

TV reports about nafural disasters

and bombings wondering if there
were any woy she coukld help,

ahe fownd a wy.

The Washington Air Guard hazardows
madeling specialist was among nearly
220 Mational Guand troops from. scross
the nation being trained 10 belp civiliun
suthorities rapidly reactio potentisl Weap-
ourys of Mass Destruction (WMD) jerrorist
incidents.

“Mow ["'m doing something to help the
coantry,” 2aid Bonner, o member of her
state s | (eh Military Support Detachment
{MSD) headquariered in Tacoma.

The 10 Military Support Detachmenis
will be trnined in nuclear, bislogical,
chemical and radiological sampling, de-
tection, decontaminstion, air re-breather
mmwmmnmm
Cormmsmications, m:di:nluﬂull:i‘tn‘ﬂ

ing with civilinn subject matier expens.
Their progrest also is being scrutinized
by observers ind controllers with the
First and Fifth Army, Officials with the
Consequence Management Program In-
tegration Office based at the Pentagon in
Washington D.C., along with other De-
pantment of Defense agencies, observed
the training.

“The Military Support Detachments
are equipped with chemical, biological
;md radiclogical protective and monitor-

ing equipment, slong with sdvanced com-
mumrications and aotomation eguipEment
to provide assistance and nugmentation
for the (first-responding) incident com-
manderon the ground,™ said Maj. Tammy
Miracle, e Nationn] Guend Bureau pub-
lic adfairs officer for WhD.

“Detachments will sorve as the tp of
the military response spear o WMD ai-
facks,” Mimcle sdded, “These detach-

ments will help local responders asseas
the situation, determine possible responses
and request sinte or fedoral aid. Specifi-
cally, the detachments can survey an &t-
tack area to determine the nafure and
extent of contamination. They are
equipped with the Isest, commercial off-
the-shelf iechnology.™

Corrently, 10 National Guand detich-
menis ore spread throughout the nation,
Each is based near a megionnl Federal
Emergency Management Agency, or
FEMA, to ensure the fastest possible re-
sponse (0 8 iermoris sbeck. Their loca-
tioas also coincide with anéas national
emergency think-tank planners are con-
vinced the country will evenmally suffer
terrorast incidents similar (o the Olda-
hoema Ciry bombing or the Tokyo subway
REFIN g nitack.

Besides the eaipents, MSD citizen-sol-
dicrs and pirmen are convinced that pre-
paredness is essential,

“It's mot & matber of il W' gong o

. bai when an sitack is going o
happen,” said Tlinois Army Nutional
Giuard Sgi. Harold Cobillo, & junior com-

and political science major st North-
ern Mlinols University in DeKalb and a
survey team specialist with the Sth Milj-
tary Support Detschment based in Peo-
i

Goard's MSDs that are expected o be
up and running by the end of this year
imchsde: Matick, Mass,, Seatis, N.Y., Fon
Indipntowmn Gap, Pa., Morrietta, G, Poo-
iz, [, Austin,d Texas, Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo, Aarom, Colo,, Los Alemiios,
Calif., and Tocoma, Wash,

Georgin Army Cuard Capt. Jefl Allen,
i suivey team leader for the 4ith M5D
hased at Dobbins Air Force Reserve Base,
suid the detachments are brimming with
subject-malier’ expents in noclesr, bio-
logical, chemical and radiological issues,
Many, he added, also possess civilian
and” mititary-acquired skills relating to
homeland defense.

“This équipment we use ks high-speed,
low -drag stulf, so we lave o have guality
people in this anit,” said Allen, who re-
sides in Atlanta and gave up atop govemn-
meni position ns a senior scientist with
the Georpia Environmental Protection

Phalos by BFG Eric Wisdeking
Drivision to join the Peach State’s newly
forming detachment.

*“1lefta good job an the civilian side to
be on.the team,”™ he added. “But this s
something [ really wanted o do,”

Like 80 many others serving with the
newly forming detachmenis, Allen ea-
perly awalits the day he and ather detach-
ment members are nble rein alongside
the first-responding polhoe and fire agen-
cies they are preparing o support in the
event of dikaster or lemorist imcident.

W' re lookmg forward to getting oor
ecidpment, and doing our individual and
collective truining on the new equipment
nt home station,” he suid, “and working
with them { police/fire ghters o let them
know what we're capable of.”

Part of that capability includes having
the 10 MSDs located near an Aur Guard
hase in case people or equipment need o
be deployed quickly.

“We have a huge resch-back capabil-
ity,” Allen confirmed, referring to the
Guard's ability to tap into extensive mili-
tary assets when different igrroriam or
dizaster scenarios requine iL
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RAPID RESPONDERS - Mem-
bers of one of the National
Guard's 10 Military Support
Detachmaents | page)
practice removing s decon-
faminant from their protective
sults. A Guard rapid

(left) assisis a leammate in
removing her garb. An MSD
member (below) gels acquaint-
ed with using a breathing

apparatus.

Contrary 10 some perceplions, the 10
detachments are being created solely 1o
deploy to WMD events, advise civilian-
hiret responders and focilitsie their re-
gquests for further asskstance,

“We don't pet imvolved in intelligence
gmthering or chasing after suspected ter-
rorist groups,” Allen noted. *That would
be illegal.

“We train our people to be are analyti-
cal thinkers,” he added. “We don't train
them to bust down doors,”™

Moxi MSD team members are som-
berly aware that they could easily be
cilled upon to work in life-threatening
comnditions.

"I's dangerous bosiness, but being a
soldier — that's pant of vour job,” said
Texns Army Guard Sinff Sgr. Michasl
Sullivan, a survey team member with the
6th MSD in Austin. “It*s why our training
& extremely impontsmn.”™

Despite the inherent dangers, civilisn
traimers reporied that citizen-soldicrs amd

Hl_'r't;ﬂ'll' also commendsd Matkonal
Guard leadership for establishing high

standards for ﬂlﬂlﬂJlﬂﬂﬁl‘ to become
MSD members.

“They looked for sobdiers who we're
meninlly nnd physically ready to handle
thix,” he mdded, “They wenen't jost pull-
ing people off the streets and patting them
i slods. 1t was & strict selection process,”

Todelineste Mayhew s point, Pennzyl-
vinin Army Guard 1st Lt James Germity,
the operations officers for the 2rd MSD in
Annville, zaid the 10 detachments bring a
wealth of civilian and military-scquired
rapid response skills.

“Not only do we have NBC (Noclear,
Biological und Chemical)

departments as first responders or EMTs
(Emergency Medical Technicians),”
Cierrity sabd

In sddition 1o those technical special-
Hes, other detachments boast people who
work as chemists, physicists and nuclear
technicians, just b0 name o few.

It s becaute of this vast experience, and
in-house assets, that Gerrity belicves
makes the Guard a key component in
helping local police and fire depanments




INSIDE OPERATION ALASKAN ROAD

Operation Alaskan Road
presents Guard engineers
unigue challenges

Rugged

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
MNiationa! Cruwrd Bureas

ilitary people know they hrve
Mt'lm fundamentsl missions:

fighting wars snd training to
fight wars,

A road-building project on & remote
tiland ofT Alsska's southern-most city is
being hailod as a training opportunity for
military engineers on s par with the train-
ing for infaniry and armor treops con-
ducted at the Army's combat training
ceaters in Lovisiana, Germany and Cali-

*  fomia.

To 1 850 residents of Metlnkaila, the
I4-mile Walden Poirt Road coald
mean maore tourists and mpre jobs
for Annette laland when the high-
way is fitished sometime during
the nexi decade,

To people like Maj. Gen. Tho-
mas Whitecotton [T, it holds the
promise for training many construc-
bon and combal engineers for
working and surviving on some of
the world's toughest termaim.

“This can be for our engincers
what the National Training Center
in California is for our armor bei-
gaden, ™ sald the deputy-conmnnd-
ing general for the reserve forces in
the Fifth U.5. Army.

Whitecotton is partial 1o engineers be-
caitse be commanded the Missouri Army
Guard's 35th Engincer Brigade, based at
Fort Leonard Wood, befiore taking on the
Fifth Army post in February 1997,

"1t separates units into the capable and
the less capable, ™ added Whitecotion who
visited the Alsskan site recently with
Maj. Gen. John Havens, Missouri’s adju-
tant gencral, and Gary Kempker, the pub-
lic safety director who oversees the Show
Me Stnie"s Natbonal Guard forces.

“They told me you wene up here build-
ing a-road. That is an undersintement ™
Kempker told the Missouri troops after
touring the 2.3 mile-streich that has been
cut and blasted out of & moantain valley
during the past two summers.

It is, in short, a wugher job for military *

engineers that most of the humanitarian

TOUGH TERRAIN = Alaska olfers some
of the most
around, say those in the know.

| missions that National Guard troops roo-

4 tinely fulfill beyond expectations in Cen-
tral Amerca. E

¢ “There is so mueh rock, and rock is

vhard to gush around.” stid SFC Joe
Holloway, a heavy equipment platoon
sergeant from Missoun's | 140th Engj-
neer Battalion, Holloway has also helped
build roads in Panama and Honduras,

“The rock grinds up the equipment,”
sdded Holloway following a two-week
tour fo Alaska, “Our maintenance people
were & lot busier up there than they were
in Honduras and Pannma ™

1t willl podnt up the cracks in any outfit
who comes here,” prjocted Whitecotton,

He helped develop the project that is
into its third year and that is funded by the
Defense Department s Innovative Readi-
ness Training Program.

That puts the focus on training the
milrtary people rather the pressuring ev-
eryone to finish the road quickly,

“We emphasize safety first and train-
I mecond,” said Naval Reserve Copt.
Douglas Barber, the joint task foree coim-
mander. “Production will take care of
itsell.” .

Furthermare, Col. E Tracy Becketis,
who now commands Missouri's 35th
Brigade, and others are considering the
idea of tckling just as pough a project in
another plice when Operation Alaskan
Rooad ix fimished.

Cualified observer-controllers similer
10 those at the NTC and the Jaint Reudi-

engineer training

ness Training Cenfer it Font Polk, La.,
wortld have to be included in e scenario
to make sure that all of the people - from
EUryeyors I0 mainienance crows — ane
trained to military standards while en-
agedinarcal-world project, Whitecotton
observed.

Training 1o standards on engineering
and survival 1echaigoes is critical, Ha-
vens iold the Missoun citizen-soldiers,
“because we never want 1o have (o put
¥ou oo an airplane and send you against
an opposing force without having those
skills as sham as possible.”

“Any time you can have o compeient,
externnl cvaluation, it helps the entire
unit,” stressed Whitecoton who knows
where mote Army Guard engineers can
20 1o be tested to their limits. They can go
novih, o Alnskn

B 0vGueo [

i 3 b _q-.:‘ = Ik .
N g,
- A . i ‘_ .‘I..- =

“It's been & fot of hard work_ But it's
been good training for us Joggers.
e e
can next day,"™

For two weeks im June and July as a
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PAVING the WAY - Missouri
Spe. Aaron Francis

Mike plorson

[ _ A, 1140k Engi- rhen the wecomd semson of cubic yards of rock and 77,176 yards Pm-ﬁu;ﬂurﬁm.:ﬂ,lndnﬂn!
“'mmm%m%w —*: e s LT Bl The e o S peipnee L
Hehetped cut the right of way throogh ‘Wo emphasize safety first pd COmStuCton scasons. The project is also near and dear to
a forest of tall trees and treacherous training secomd. The production will _ Suill, the going is slower than ofigi=  Salomon Atkinson's heart.
ledges, take care of itscll, and this road will be nally anticipaied because of the mck *This road will open up a differem
Thase are just some of the naturl built,” stressed Muj, Jerry West,the = s the ferrain, way of life. People have boen looking
challenges thut task force troops mast pmju:l,:'lmﬁnq'ﬁmﬂt- “'I'h]:kth:i'lmllﬁe-thwbm forvward 1o this road,”™ said the council-
evercome to (ulfill a prormbe thist the Missouri Army Goard’s 35th Engincer wroumd 30 mmch Blasting. Five or six man ind project coordinator for
Degartment of the Interior made to the % Huﬁu_mhnﬂumuhm Mietlnkntla,
island’s Native American commumity 'orking on the project provides time," said Caph. Andre Edison, com- He explabied that high winds and
S0 years ago. cugineer anits with s much tough munder of the Missotr Gitizen-sol- heavy scas make it hard foe the is-
The troops call the 180-square inile training as srmor outfits recelve st the diers from Farmington. *And we're land"s 1o consult with medical
island “The Rock™ for good reason. It National Trining Center in Califor- building this road to 50 mph, federal tx, get bank boans, or seek..
o downright hand woek fior those who mmﬂ&ﬂ.mm highway standands. It is more precise legal coumae) in Ketchikan from bate
report to the Wy Wuh base canp o that brigade’s commander, than what we've done in the past.” Endmﬂmmwmm
operate LK) picces of beavy equip- The military engincers are a stub- But no one intends o sacrifice B0t & movie or commute t o bocal
mend, including military balldosers bom, sturdy lot. Up to 300, including safiecy along the rosd where men and college.

s dump tewcky and commercial a TT-member duration staff, have heavy cquipment work closely, “The younger generaton realines
excavaon, im the nume of imining, worked on the project al any given was stressed B Tooent the advantages of this road,™ Atkinson
The duty is toagher on people and time since mid-April without & serions.— weekend visit by Alnska Sen. Ted ed. *“There i a0 holding them

aquipment than anything the Chuard injury. L Stevens and Lt, Gen. Russel] Davis, hack ™
engineers have encouniered in Central By mid-July, 700 Army Guard National Guard Burean chief Thero is also no stopping this gen-
America or o5 civilian bulldozer and engincers from Missouri, Massachu- "It was gratifying to hear them say eration of citiren-soldier engineers
truck operators in Mixsouri, mid SFEC #etts, Unsh, Gaam and Howali — split that the training mission is succeeding, wha have come jo aocept duty in dis-
Joe Holloway, a heavy oquipment into seven two-week rotutions — and and that we should not com tant places like Hondures and Panama
plstoon scrpeant, 200 active Army and Reserve troops training or safety o achieve faster s part of their military adventure,
They must comtend with up 1o three had hauled 130,233 cubic yards of production,” Barber sald The fact that thee gray landing craft
feet of muskeg, a layer of rock and The Naval Reserve captain undes- crewed by Army Reservists from
ing earth, that covers much of the Twao doren Navy Seshees from stands the value of the training for the Tacenna, Wash,, are the main way ot
rsland, Rain is a constant concem in Japan tad drilled 19,167 feet of hales troops a5 well as the value of the road 0 The Rock and back, as well 55 the
the arca that gets about 10 feet of for high e ives and blzsted ledge fior the Alaskans, main supply ling, adds 1o the adven-
precipitation maost years. Ledges and it 37,496 cubic yards of rock. He is a civil engineer who hns ture in Alaska.
bomlders must be blasted and crushed A half-dozen other Army Guand served tn Seabes hattalions and in the "Training like this i the reason that
into mock for the roadbed after the soldiers from North Casolina and Navy's Atlantic and Pacific com- most of these peaple foin the Guard,™
laggers clear oul the trees, Missoari had helped crush 14,000 tons mands for 2% years. He has also Edison oberved. “It is another chance
Progress i measured in yands, of rock at & quarry. worked for the U.S. Forest Service in to soe the world in a place that only
About 2.5 miles of mad wis opened The tally was an impressive 204,057 ilaskn He speni three vears od the the military can take you™
e ON GUARD
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lllinois employers deploy to
Fort McCoy, Wis., to watch

their part-timers at work

A Day for
the BOSSES

By Maj. Tim Franklin
Minoir Nationa! (raard

fter g day that mcloded a helicop-

ter ride, firing & machine gun and

gating an MRE, Deborah Ryker
wias enger (o retum 1o the high school
siudents she offers career advise.

She was among the nearfy 120 teach-
ey, business leaders, elected officials,
news media and other community leaders
from scross liineis that expenenced o
day in the life of an llHnois Army Cused
soldier, That opportunity came while vis-
iting the 2,000 Prairie State froops con-
ducting field exercises during their recent
annual training ol Fort McCoy, Wis.

¢
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“1"m just excited bo be able o share the
experience with my students. ™ said Ryker,
who teaches a carcer program for high
school seniors called “Jobs for [inois
Swmdenis™ al Benion Consolidated High
School. “I'm going to take my pictuns
back and put them on the wall of my
classmoom."™

She added that she plans o share what
shé's leamed aboul the career opportuni-
ties offered by the National Guand with
her students,

The [ilinois Crard s VIP Day, an event
they hoat each vear during annuml train-
ing. is aimed 1o give Hinois community
gnd opimion leaders o glimpse of what s
stale s citizen-soldiers do one-weekend-
p=manth with the Goand. The goal, ac-
conding to officials, 15 o give Gusrd em-
ployers a greater appreciation of the com-

‘TR ‘
e i

L)

mitment Guard men and women make on
behalf of the sists and nijon. [t aleo bty
them see that dedication ferat hand,

Minj. Geen. Richard (. Austin, [linois
Adjutant General, weloomed the contin-
gent by saying they would get a “snap-
shot™ of the Miingds Natonal Guard's
people, equipment and raining.

That “snapshot”™ incloded rides in an
Army helicopter, humves and other mili-
tary wehicles while visinng Pruirie State
soldiers training on MeCoy's thoosands
of acres.

Community lesders and educaiorns also
g0t n hands-on look a1 some of the weap-
ons and equipment citizen-soldiers use.
They fired automatic weapons like the
Sl=caliber and M&0 machine guns and
the M249 Squad Awtomatic Weapon. The
VIPs also polled the lanyand on one of the

1P e Ty Wind. Tien Franddin

BOSS BASH - Deborah Ryker, an
Illineis high school teacher
(above);, pulis the lanyard of a
155mm howitzer. Agroup of lllinols
civic leaders board a Chinook.

Minoks Guard's 155mm howitzers, The
Guerd goests were irealed o a Meals
Ready 10 Eat Fobd ration, or MEE.

“I'm very impressed snth the Hlinods
Guard of woday. T wish we'd had ihe level
of sophistication in the Guand that voo've
gotmow, ™ sid Leroy Kargen, commander
of Amencan Legion Post #3946 in Spartn,
L, and former Cuardmember,

First-time VIP Day participant, Bob
Baue, o Sparta city commissioner, was
impressed by the sobdier's professional-
vm and benmwork.

“[1 was struck by) the way the soldicrs
come logether and work as a feam,”™ he
said,

Abong with news media, leachers, guid-
ance counselors, business and commi-
nity leaders, the group included State
Comptroller Daniel Hynes and state rep-
resentatives Gwenn Klingler (100th Dis-
trict) and Dale Righter (1046th District),

Speaking on behalf the group, Hynes
said he came away with a greater under-
stnnding and appreciation of the men and
winmen Wwho serne in the Guand,

*The Guard ks & good vestment for
the simie of liinois,” he observed, “and
i’s a good imvestment for the nakion."
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Phain by Cwealkde Rivas
EEIIEHTHEHELATI&HE—MH-HHH
Ohlo Army Guard's 216th Engineer Battalion
bulld & wall for a three-room school In Casa

NICARAGUA

Army Reservist helping an Army Goard tak force build
a road in Honduras,

He knew all about the challenges presented by what he
called a “shoni-fused project.”

It was red as an additional New Horizons mis-
sion in 45 days before the first construction crews hit the
ground in late May. It brought iogether many people
from differeat sorvices who had never worked together.
It involved buying all of those blocks from local contrac-

tors who made them by hond. Tt meant i
MMn:—

theiranmual traming in Central America, It meant work-
‘ing well into the winier raing, and another humicane
season, thal can hm the 1errain downdght dangerodas,

It included going to & country where ULS, troops had
not served since the éarly 1980, following the Sandinista
Revolation, and where no one was siure just hive well a
lnrge - American military force would be received,

In a mutshell, the blocks have been made, the schools
and clinics have been buflt, wells have been dug, and the
munmwn#ahwupmdlhﬁrmmdnhmm-

'Wﬂhuﬂlhuﬁhgmhmuuf“mmm
are in the past,” Secondino Lopez Bacz, & community
leader in Casablanca, told The Christian Science Moni-
tor, " Wereally appreciate what the Americans are doing.
They"re working on the really important things,™

“It’s like a parade every day going to the job sites,”
said Dragoni, *The adults are grocious and the kids
always come oul. lr}mmpuqﬂ:mﬂimmq
will treat you pocordingly,”™

Anyone traveling in that part of the country sees why
Micaraguans need help.

A harmless stream that Mitch churned ino & violent
river carmied away as many 2% 400 homes near an sban-
doned Nicamgua ammy post thaot the Americans have
comveried into their base camp, pointed out Li. Col. Alsn
Rogers, the sk force commander.

“They stll don’s know what happened o all of the
people.” wxid Rogers who has irnveled to Central America
fior the first time o comemand his firs sk force. “Now
enine villnges are being moved to whene we are
the schools sod clinics and digging wells on higher
Eroamd.™

There remains some resentment owand Amenicans,
observed Marine Lt Col. John Sumner, who lived in
Micaragua for his first 16 years. Some poople have mot
forgotien how the LS. supported Contra rebels against

INSIDE NEW

HORIZONS

the forees of former President Daniel Onega.

“Remnanis of the former Sandinksia regime iy o use
us for their own nationalistic porposes,” Sumner sajd.
"For the most part, people know we are coming in peace
and fo help, We nre not only weleome, we are needed.”

“Ninety-five percent of the peopls are really receplive.
Wumhmhnlmhmﬁgmmtuﬂn
base uup. spid Ist Sgt. David Mitchell from

i's 223rd Engineer Battalion that is supplying
about 500 troops for the final four of six construction
Totatkons.

“It 1ok me two weeks 10 make up my mind about
coming here,” added Mitchell who joined the durntion
séafl i mid-RMay and who will rermain until early August.
“I'm glsd I did. It makes you appreciate what we've got
hack home."

Maoome i taking the Americans” well-being for granted.

Nicaraguan soldicrs armed with suomatic weapons
escont the citizen-soldiers everywhere and constantly
guard the bass camp, project sites and the Manngus
airport where the troops wmive and depart.

“They don’t let anybody newr ws,” said Ohio Army
Guard military police 5Sgt. Yuloma Clay, o Cleveland

police officer who helps oversee the security.

“Wnl:mpmrpnﬂnpunﬂﬂ:m,ﬂulﬂllhnluﬂm
to travel i pairs, ©

The six rotations should put the Micaraguans at case,
offered Ohio Brig. Gen. James Caldwell, commander of
the Honduras-hased Forward Command Element that is
directing task forces in Guatemnla and El Salvador
besides Nicarmgua,

*They sco us rodating roops every two weeks, so
there"s obviously no intention of a long-term presence,™
Caldwell said.

Thint the mission could do n bot of good in the long mun
wis 4 lost on Spe, Jeffrey Hewin, a 33-year-old truck
driver from Philadelphin who ammived July 24 to work for
two wieeks in the baze camp’e supply room.

“If this country gets back on its foet, | can sy Thad
small picce of iL" said Hewitt who was Clearly savoring
hiis first look nf & forcign country. “And this lets me know
P'm part of the US, Army; ﬂull'ru:mt_rultlwmtutl
guy. Finally, T feel like I'm doing important.”

All it took was 20,000 cement blocks, & couple hon-
dred yards of concrete and the will o build something

good with them. .
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Hnjﬂm,.!!.mhﬂlhhﬂw&mh!ﬁ-
anh A fioe the Advancement of Cal-

u:nd ot {f5 $9th annmal convention in Al-
mﬁfﬁmwmm:an
tve director, the Wilkins Awand saluies those
who continug 10 advocate equality In the Amed
Services gnd i thetr communities.

"ﬂmn ! it honor 10 be in the company of
“ihese ¢ African-American jeaders,”
Hlﬁﬂﬂh.“htfwmlhhmwhmmmf
- mn individun] achievement, bod an achievement
that L woubd like to share with all memsbers of the
THinots Adr National Goard."™

As commander of the 126th Logistics Support
- Flight, Hayden was integral in his unit's consesu-
tive “excellent” ratings oa organizational readi-

noss mspections.
"He b the best of His geaeration,” said Col.
ﬁ-tm;up 'ﬂ'wpl:hum‘lmm
hljﬁﬂhﬁtﬂﬂ}mﬂlﬂm‘w

le i one all can follow,

| 10 be 4

“duty - the linois
MEM!HE*JI&JHEMM

North Careling Air Guard SMSgt. Gray
Sharps was named the Ar Guand NCO
Acodemy's Oustanding Craduare of the Year,

m.'nh:lupﬂﬁuﬁau
mixlgned o the 145th Logictics Eqmﬂmlnl:hr-
© Iditte, Shurps has been @ site biktrbetor for the
Knoxville, Tenn -based scademy since it began
offering professronal edocation i Alr Guand-
members throtih ssellife disasce leamng in
1994,
An ondained minister who scrves as a church
“pebstor, Sharps has mude 3 dilference fn his com-
tmaniy through such initistives as
Santy Cluns, School Tools and the Lunch Baddy

HﬂﬂmUiﬁh Force »s a supply

iy ‘in 1964, He enlisted intn the MNarth
'Eunlhhl.irﬂunllnlm He and his wife

‘Gerldine huve 2 son, Malcolm, and daughter,

Members of the Minnesota Army Guard™s It
'Battalion, 125th Field Artillery based in New
Ulkm, were inwvited to participaie ma pamde in
Comifrey, Minn., & year afier that lown' was dev-
stated by 2 fommdo,

The antillerymen worked rescue mnd recovery
imisshong shorily after the twister deinolished
Comiirey. The 125tk also was instmmmenial in
hekping the own rebuild,

mrwmmlmum
.qmm Hayden seid. T enjoy wear..

SM5gl. Grady Sharps, the
HCO Academy's Graduale
af the Year

Minnasota Army Guard MSgi
Ron Lutz (left}, 55gt. Jan
Davidson, SFC Wayna Sulfiow
and Maj. Larry Harke joinad
the New Ulm parade,

Minnesols Army Guard
Sgi. Scotl Mathe talks
to Boy Scouls at Camp
Ripley.

L4

Compiled by John Malthaner
Nional Guir e

The Kansas Air Guard 190th Air Refucling
Wing's Services Flight i enjoying n double
h;nl'muhhﬂﬂ:ym—ﬁrmm-ﬂmh:?
excclience, nok pisl in e cichen, bul for their
ability to performy it wartine mission s well,

The Ar Force 1999 Jobn L. Award,
mmmmwmm

Excellence Awand, are the highest awands anmin-
able for an Adr Guard services Might. The 190t
won bath in a nationwide competition. The
awards mre given anmaadly 10 the fHght that bes
prepares and serves food: Facility appearance,
customer sagisfuction; and preparations for their
oither wartme tnakings also mre fectored,

*“This is the best readingss soction 've gver
seen,” lnisted Capt. Nelson Russell, officer-in-
charge of the Hennessey Award Evaluation weam,
'Mcﬁctﬂnﬂmhm superb,
Chit of the thiee vears 1've been on the 1sam, the
190k was the most pleasurable to vinie”

When TSgt Kim Long and 85gt Larry Herrern
racke the Iong wnlk acroes the: Thanderhind han-
gar for thetr parching ceremony recenthy, ﬁw
walked into nstory,

It the 1=tm’s history, Long and Hemer
nre the fersi two Alr Goasdmembers pssigned o
the renowined aerinl acrobal ieam wiso are not
active duty.
ln]hlmhuﬂm& IHMHM -
Me '.'-'lulmlﬁﬁﬂ:luwh; ﬂnhmgk-—-hﬁ -

ew '8 |
Force Base. Hnﬂ:m!"-:ﬂmmhﬁ.—'

mmﬂmmwmlm
latst year as & Year of the Enlisted initiative, After
a year of working closely with the Thunderbirds
and the Ajr Force Pemonnel Centér, the National
Gﬂﬂﬂnﬂhﬂhmmimm alr

Hemmem, & standous high school wmﬂltr..ﬂ-
culled the Thundeybinds perform e
cight-year-old in 1979 Wmﬁmhh&w
hie wanted to be part of the Afr Force s ehite team;

'Lnnnmulmluhupnuphmlhmln
always been i dream of mine,” he suid.

Nm#!.ﬂlqﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬁnﬂ:m
verged on Minnesota™s 53,000-acre Camp Ripliey
o participate: uﬂrﬂrphrilm;lnﬂ]m

“Iuputh to have Scouts practice the scoufing
skills they have learned 10 complete tasko med
accomplish goals, which are all ainwed at leaming
amd having fun.” noled Emhn'ng Rengde:-
mm*nwlll ned bee easy, but i will
give thess Scouts a chance to demonatrase 1o
themselves and their peern exactly’ what they“ve
liemrmied ™

Some of the events the Scouts participated in
were with .22 caliber and black
powder rifles, archery, mnning the challenging
obaiacie course, mppelling, and anempling o
time und opportunity fo view military displiys of
past and preseni-day equipment, participate in
irill nod ceremony with o frontier reenncimend
troop and tradde patches,
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Texas Guard howitzer simu-
lator is redefining training,
drawing community interest

Simulated
steel on

TARGET

By Sgt. Len Butler
Texay Natiomal Guard

Brings jusf wion’t o e sormept the

amnory in Lofkin, Texns,

For more than 50 years, members
of the Lone Star Stale Army Guard's
Batiery C, 151 Battalion, 133rd Field Ar-
tillery have led a queed, almost anony-
moks, existence. MNestled in tranguillity
om a Tomd lmed with tall pine trees, many
citizens of this cast Texas city didn’t even
know there was an armory,

That was usitil the arrival of the Army's
new M-I09AS [55mm Howitzer Simuls-
o,

Since the simuolatos”s arrival in March,
the armory has received exiensive news
coverage. Curiogs townspeople now stop
by for visits. High schoo! students make
field trips. Local leaders have even called
o offer support.

“We've had more exposure in the last
itwo months thun we"ve had in the last 50
years,” said SPC Rick Higgins, Tt s amaz-
ing hiow 50 many people jost come by 1o
take n lool.™

The simulntor was the first of its kind 1o
be delivered in the state and the first of
three to be ficlded in the country. A sec-
ond simulstor is schediled for defivery
later this year, Higgins said be had noidea
how Lufkin got picked 10 recelve it But
he said it has made 8 huge impact on the
"Rediegs™ of Baitery C.

*Morale las gooe through the roof,” he
reporied. “This simulator gives our sol-
diers o chance o perfonm realistic fire
missjons without leaving the city."

The priceof aninetslled simolatormnmns
aboat 5400 000, A meal or is that steel,
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when you consider that & singhe
artillery round cost thowsands of
dollirs, Multiply that by 200 1o
A e
them, fuel nnd fravel expenses 1o
sl crewmembers o the five-
fire range at Fort Hood, Texas,
and the simulator nearly pays for
ituell. Italuo allows crews o spencd
less fime on the ropd and mone
time putting simulsied steel on
turgel.

According to those who have used i,
the simulator does everything the sctual
howitzer does, and then some.

The howitzer turret is real, and func-
tions like an actual M-109. Inside the
simulator, dusl horizontal gun sights show
actual and simulated coordinites, The
breech also is fully functional, To ensure
realism, the anillery rounds and fuses
inseried into the breech are exact replicas
and are a8 heavy as actual anillery rounds.

The propellant charges used (o send the
round downrange are also idemtical to the
real thing, The howitzer tube even recoils
at different lengiths when “Tired.”

“Bvery scenario and condition amillery
will encounter is programmed. inio the
simulnior's compater system,” Sgt. Wil-
linmn Todd snid. “In order o mainiin &
aqueality gun crew, it"s imiportant (o trein in
a variety of applications.”

To help anillerymen gaoge their per-
formance, electronic sensom are located
ihroughout the howiteer, These scnsors
verify whether ench function of a fire
mission was performed correctly. They
also ensure proper loading and firing tech-
nigues are followed. Video monitors help
crewmembers critigque their worl

When the howitzersimulator is “fired,™
the propellant chorge and round pass
ithrough the cannon tube, and harmlessly
fall through un opening into feo chates
unclerneath. From there, they are retrieved
by a crewmember to be “fired™ again,

A computer connected to the simulaios
display= the information relayed from the
sensors, o5 well as video images from the
monitors. The data from the computer
details whether the fire mission was per-
formed cormectly o incorrectly. It even
makes sugpestions on how 1o cormect any
problems, which may arise. A readout
determines if the target was hit, or by how
much if was missed.

Sgt. Rennis Jarmes said the simuolator
was an immediste hit with the soldiers.

“There has abways been intense com-
petition between the gun crews,” be said.
“But the excitement the simulabor has
generated has made everyone more pro-
ficient. Virtually every deill weskend,
new bragging rghts are esishlished as to
which crew put the round downrange the
quickest, hit the target the most, or per-
formed fire missions mistake free.”

Higging said the other aillery bater-
tes in the bamalion. stretched from

Photos by Sgt Lon Buler

FIRE in the HOLE - Texas Army
Guard Sgt. Rennis James (above)
ults the lanyard to “fire” the M-

“108A5 155mm Howilzer Simulator.

Sgt. William Todd (left) swaps the
bore of the simulator while James
checks for deflections during a
mock firn mission.

Macogdoches south to Port Arthur, make
regrular trips (o the armory.

He added thal the simulaior has paid
dividends in recruiting os well. High
school students from nearby Huntington
have made trips 10 the armory 1o see for
themselves what a “cannon cocker” does.

"We now have the opporfimty 1o ex-
pose the students 1o & more hands-on
demonstration of how anillery works,
and show them how iechnical it has be-
come, rather than & recruiter going to
school and just explaining about aril-
lery,” Higging said.

Higgins also has heard from some of
the sindent”™s parenis,

*1 get phone calls from parents asking
if they can come down o look at the
simnulmtior,” he said. *These people are our
fricnds and neighbors. We want them 1o
know that the simulstor 18 here for
everyone's benefit”

Battery C has even been acked by civic
leaders to display the cimulator for social
evenits al a nearby municipal park.

"We're more than glad o show the
citizens of this city what we do and what
we're capable of,” Higgins said.

Or as Jumes noted mater-of-factly,
“Thin could be the best thing that has ever
happened to fickd artillery.”
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* No lung‘_ur HARMIless = Air Controllers

* Caldera Visit

Menmbers of the 93rd Special
Orperations Wing, one of the most
frequently deployed units in the
Air Guard, retumed home recently
from yet another real-world mis-
xhoTL

This time the Harrizhurg-based
umit, equipped with their Com-
mando Sobo aircrafl that beams
Amenican news, enterainment and
propagands to televizion and mdio
listeners below, deployed 10
Ramstein, Germany, to fly mis-
sions over the Balkans just beyond
the former Yugoslavin's borders.
‘While operating over the iroubled
region, 193md crews few 125 sor-
ties while accumulating 945 flyi
hours. The unit dmmplﬁr:;
i mission first by broadeasting up
to six differemt frequencies simal-
tanecksly, This had only been done
in training.

The 193rd has taken part in
operations in Grenada, Haiti, Irag
and Somalia.

The mmwrwu."#fmrﬂgh-
speed, antl-radintion missiles
(HARM) with targefing system
pods (TSP) takes the 16%h Fighter
Wing another step toward is con-
version from a gencral purpose
unit 1o a suppression of enemy air
defenses mission.

Two Palmetio State Air Guard
pilots — Lt. Col. Dave Thorsen and

Muaj. Mike Manning — flew the
first miszions with the HTS pods
mnd HARM missiles attached.

Thorsen and Manning, along
with a other HARM -qualified
pilots, will mow irain the balance of
157th Fighter Sqpuadron pilods.

The HTS pod and the HARM
sdentify and destroy enemy missile
siles. Once the HTS pod detects an
enemy mdar-equipped alr defenee
syslem, it sends the instructions o
the HARM, which then destroys
the enemy mdar by honing in on
the mdar emilssions,

About 30 members of the 260th
Aur Traffic Control Squadron wers
called to active daty for 270 days
to help maintain the peace abroad.

They arc the first members of the
157th Air Refucling Wing based as
Pease Air Mational Gunrd base 1o
be called 1o active duly because of
the conflict in Kosovo,

The Granite Siate Guard men
s women deploved with méeni-
bers of the Louisiang Adur Guard's
258th Air Traffic Control Squadron
in Alexandria. They will form a
combined air tmiffic control tcam
that will provide tactical air traffic
control services (o airfields thae
have no such support.

The 260th currently has 20 air
iraffic controllers, as well as people
involved with radar and radio
maintenance, weather, navigation,
reirigemation and phone suppor.

DISTRICT of COLUMBIA

By Bradley A. Rhen "As we worry more tnd more about things
U.S. Army like environmental impact and impect on
neighbors from firng ranges, to be able to have
Secretary af the Army Louis Caldera recently in an urban environment that kind of indoor

vinited the D.C. National Guard Armory 1o tour the firing range is really & great way for soldiems o
facilitics and get o hands-on look ot the technology hum:mmp.q,ihmmum:::ﬂmmi
that is keeping the gunrdians of the nation's capial Caldera said he also was impressed by the
combal-ready. armary s distance leaming center.

Unlike ather Guand usits, the D.C. National 1 think i has gréat potential,” he added.
Ciuard doesn’t have a governor who has the suthor- “Even mare important, it"s a nesource for the
ity to call-up its units for deployment or for emer- soldiers and for the comnmunity where they con
gencies, Therefore, the Secretary of the Army cts come and take advantage of all the things tech-
a thee DUC, Guard’s govermor, , nodogy offers in ierms of education and im-

It woas Caldera’s first visit to lh:'.mnn}' He proving military skills."
came away impressed, pamicularly with its comput- Caldera also visited the [D.C. Guard's com-
erined indoor firing range. mnnd operations center, its counterdreg office, the TAKING AIM - Secretary of the Army

While at the viriual-reality range, Cabdera fired an 274t Military Police Company and its recruiting Louls Caldera (right) flires an M-16 rifle at a
M- 16 rifle and a 9-millimeter handgun. office. D.C. Armory indoor rifle range.

Phote by Bracay A. Fihen
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{ HISTORY

* New York’s Maj. Gen. " John Francis O'Ryan

Shouldering a
LEGEND

Nm York Maj. Gen. John Francis O'Ryan was

probably ihe most famous National Guardsman

to serve in World War L. As commander of his
state’s I7th Division, he was the only commander from
the 16 National Guard divisions drafied inlo service whe
managed to keep his command from stan to finish.

But this was not his sole distinction.

He was promoted 1o'major general in 1912 after only
15 years of military service — the first three as a private.
He was the first Guard officer 1o attend the Army War
College, gradunting in 1914, When he went “over there™
in 1918 he becime, sl age 42, the youngest American
diviskon commander in Europe, He was so well
thai he became the only division commander in the
history of the Army to have his name incorporated into
o division's paich.

2

*1 had beard mumors. abour i, bat |
didn't know anything aboud it,” he said
years later, “1 didn't know antil affer [
wits & General who was responsible for
i. T found Inter, he wld me so, that
General Leonard Wood [the Chief of
Suff of the Army] was the man who
imade the recommendation,™

While highly unusual, this kind of
ascension wis not without precedent,
Oxcasionally senior officers intervened
i the promotion process o pull ap a
Junior man who showed promise, Gen-
eral 1), Pershing made s skrdlar jursp in
rank when be was selected to command
the Mexican punitive expedition in 1916,

With his promotion to major general,
(Ryan left his law practice and took up
his military career full-time. Chief of
Stalf Wood continued to keep his eye
on him, making it possible for O'Ryan to become the first
Guardsman to attend the War College in the fall of 1913,
He gradunted in the top one-third of his class.

A year or 90 later, O'Ryen was at the head of his
dhivisom {at that time the Gth Division: it was

in the summerof 1917 s the 27th Diviion)

Baorn in the Bront in 1875 1o an Irish/ patrolling the Melican scross from
Duich - family, ©'Ryan attended City Moaterrey, Mexico,
College and later got his law degree A renowned disciplinarian, the general
from New York University. Thongh a u drvisi
ety boy, he Eail & greit Tove for horses his MPs posied outside the local brathels,
und riding, which would prove valuahile “I was the world"s prize son-of-a-bitch,
later in his Guard caresr. and [ kenew it,” be would remark years later.
O°Ryan's military career began dur- O Ryan took pricks in his division"s disci-

ing his last year of law school, when he
enlisted as a private in New Yaork Ciry's
fachionable Tth Infantry Repi
Promation in the Tih Regiment was
slow, but the regiment did have a repu-
tation for providing the cadre for many
of New York City's other units, and

pline and low rte of veneneal disease — 5o

low that higher headquanters conducted a
surprise “short am™ inspection, becamss
they believed the divishon's doctors were
submitting fulse reports.

Within a few weeks of the division's
retum from the Mexican bonder, the men

O'Ryan was a talented young soldier. In
1900, three years afier be enlisted, his
skill with horses was noted and be was
n&:dhnluhummmimuﬂmhmmmmﬁipml
field artillery battery, He nccepied.

However, since there was no “basic course™ for Guards-
men, he knew nothing aboat being an artillery officer. So
O"Ryan taught himself, In time be became an expert on
the subject. He rose through the ranks ar a
while practicing law in civilian life. By 1911, he was o
major and battalion commander,

A demanding officer in a day when the Guard was
regarded by many as & social organization, ('Ryan's
first nction upon taking batiery command was to throw
out the pool and ping-pong tables. He also required
mtendance ot ndditional, unpaid drills where he trmined
his men hard. His battery quickly filled ap, as word god
out that he was serious about preparing his men 1o fight.

His training methods drew praise from the Army’s
Chief of Field Artillery, who visited his WFMETY 10 5ee a
demonstration. Clearly the officer had gresr potential,
anidl 1t was noticed ol the highest levels.

Thea, like a bolt out of the blue. he jumped four ranks
o mapor general and was given command of New York s
division in 1912 O'Ryan said he was us puzzied as
amyone af the prismotion,

Gen. John O'Ryan

were again called-up — this time because
the United States had entered into Waorld
Warl During the war, the 27th {along with
the Mational Guard's 30th division) served with the
British and Commonwealth troops under Field Marshal
Sir Douglas Haig. The rest of the American divisions
were senl elsewhere to fight in the new American army
formed by Pershing.

After some truin-up time, the division was ofdered in
July to seize key high ground near Mont Kemmel, located
near the devastated town of Ypres, Belgium. The divi-
aion made a two kilometer sdvance sgainst stiff German
resistance over the course of four days — significant
progress by World War | standands. I was due in large
pan to the deadly massing of anillery fire i key points
and times, The general's younger days as an artitleryman,
andd hig careful study of antillery employment, paid off.

After i two week break, the 27th took up the offense
ngain in u new part of the front, just north of the French
town of St Quentin. Here, the division helped crack the
“Hindenbury Line™ at one of its toughest spoy -- where
an underground canal tunnel cut throngh a hillside, and
was tied into the trenches abave by s labyrinth of con-
necting passapewnys, This tunnel system save the Ger-
mans excellent protection from artillery. It also helped
concenl the routes they used to reinforce their lines.

Mevertheleds, at grest cost, the men of
the 2Tth stormed the tunnel, Mishing out
the Germans in the kind of close-guaar-
ters, underground combat thag foneshad-
owed the fighting on Iwo Jima and
Dicimawa in World War I1.

Pulled back o reconstiuie again, the
27th was thirown into the line for o third
and final time at the end October. The
fight was over relatively open country ar
a time the German army was stating o
crumbde. The 27th swept forwarnd, net-
ting over 1,500 prisobers in four days,
The war wns over before the division
could be commuitted again,

Just before the war ended, the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Foree Hendquariers
approved the division”s shoulder glesve
insignin. The designers of the patch paid
homage o the young commander with a
visual pan — in addition to the monogmm “NY™ for New

Yori, it shows the seven stars of the consiellation Orion
—ahomophone, of course, for the division commander's
sumame O'Ryan.

Adfier the war and 3 hero's parade down Fifth Avenue,
O'Ryan gained notice for his lestimony before Congress
advocating greater federal control over the National
Guard. O'Ryan staked oot an & position,
somewhere between the extreme views held by the Chief

ke sidde snd the leadership of the

Nutional Guard Associatin on the other, His popalarity

amang his peers suffered, bat O Ryan was never one to
s opinion.

O'Ryan left the National Guand in the early 205 and
retumed o his law practice and real estate busipess. His
reputation and popolarity made him a namral candidae
for civic leadership. Appointed by the govemor to the
Feew York Clty Transit Commission in 1919, he resigned
shortly thereafter to become president of Colondal Air-
ways,

His popularity was such that there was a movement in
the Democratic Party in 1973 to make him the party’s
candidaiz for Mayor, but O Ryan didn 't desire the honor.
Instead, he threw his support to another Democrat, Fiorella
La Guardia. Not, perhaps, coincidentally, O'Ryan wa
appointed Police Commissioner shortly after La Guandia
won the election. However, their two strong personali-
ties clushed, and O'Ryan resigned the job after loss than
a year,

Following the U.S. entrance into World War 11 in
1941, New York state again called on the services af ane
of its most famous sons when Gov, Herbert Lehman
appointed ('Ryan the stme’s first Diroctor of Civiltan
Defense. He died in 1961 a1 the age of 85, and was burfed
ot Arlington Mational Cemetery,

While O'Ryan clearly had some political senmibility
ahaut him, he gained (and kept) his rank through haed
work and demonstrated competence -- nol political con-
nections. There is no other way 1o explain his seloction as
the first Guardsman 1o attend the War College, or how he
was the only Guard division commander to retain his
commmand throughous the vwar.

Today, few Guardmembers, even in his home state, are
aware of his name or legacy. Irondc, considering they
need only to book ut the patch wom by New Yorks 27th
Anfantry Brigade (Light) soldiers, to view a tribuie o a
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More than 1,000 Texas Guard-
members train for upcoming
Balkans peacekeeping duty

BOUND
FOR
BOSNIA

By Sgi. Len Butler
Texax National Guard

Sgt. Raul Longoria pulled no

paces recently. Even if ihal meant expos-
ing them 0 mine fields, antillery fire or
ambushes.

Such was the fate for more than 1,000
* Texas citiren-soldiers bound for Bosnia-
Herzegovina as they kicked off their re-
cent annual training by getting a glimpse
of what 0 expect when the 49th Armared
Divizion deploys to the roubled reghon
next Febmary,

“We're practiving scenarios that the
soldiers might encounter in their roke as
NATO peacckeepers,” said Longoris, a
trainers ot Fort Hood's individual readi-
ness raining (IR T) compound, “Our mmis-
FI0M k5 b0y prepare these gUYs, USINg worst-
CESE SCETMrios.

The Lone Star Stsle Guardmembers
practiced a myriad of combat and peace-
keeping scenurios 5l 8 training anea that
was constructed with Bosnia in mind.
Signs were writien in Serbo-Croatian,
both in Arabic and Cyrillic characters, as
well as in English. In addition fo the
pumerous trainers and instructons. gaid-
ing the Guardmembers through their mis-
sions, other soldiers served as rode play-
ery, dressed in civilian clothing and aci-
ing as Bosnian nationals,

The trainers ere all members of the 49th

TRAINING

4 i
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Armored Division who
have been assisting I11
Corps with the IRT mis-
gion since Movember 15948,
They are pulting active
component soldiers, as well
us their fellow Guardmem-
bers throujgh their paces.
More than 700 Balkans-
bound active Army soldiers
recently jotned the Texan
peacckecping offort.

Ome portion of e exer-
cise ook a sgusd-sized
group on “patrol.” While
on patral, soldiers advanced
in tnctical formations, They
were insrucied on meth-
ods of identifying and prob-
ing for mines, as well as
trnining 1o recover 8 wounded soldier ma
minefield. Along the route the soldiers
encountered smiper fire, ambushes, m-
coming artillery rounds and civilians on
the banlefickd.

551 Jeffrey Baker, an [RT mnstructor,
sabd ji's imporiant for the soldiers to
respect the rights of the Bosnian civilians.

] want to make sure these guys leam ko
respect the rights of the civilian populs-
tion there,” he said. “We are in their
couniry, and we want to cnsure their
dhignity as well as our own.”

While groups of soldiers mn the gannt-
let on the sifuational course, other groups
practiced search procedires on vehicles

and people af the IRT, Guurdmembers
also. were shown how to encounter the
driver of a vehicle, extract him from i,
and perform @ comprehensive search.
Using mirrors 1o search every nook and
cranmy of the vehicle, they also were
shown that no space is too small w hide o
WEAPOMn

Ina different location, procedures wene
taught on how to properly search a civil-
fan for weapons and controband. Special
instruction was given (D cnsare 3 non
English-speaking civilian recognized that
his rights are not infringed, and he had
been given a clear indication of the sol-
diers’ motives conducting the search, The

minefield to retrieve a wounded
soldier, played by 5Sgi. Raul
Longoria. Bosnian role player, Cpl.
Eddie Boone (in car, left) shows
Toxas Army SFC Gilbert Fuentes
whal can happen if you reach for
someana’s car Kays.

Gunrdmembers weretnught the rules with
which soldiers have 1o comply in order to
meet the requinements set by the General
Prumework Agreement for Peace.

Though the IRT compound and the
traiming the soldier received was a re-
ereathon of conditions in Bosnia, the swel-
tefing heat was typical of central Texas.
With temperatures in the 90s, leaders
worked hard o ensure no one would
become a victim of a heai-related injury.

A huge tent was erecied 1o provide
ghade for the Guardsmen, md medics
saw every soldeer one-hy-one, asking them
how they felt. There were no injuries.

But, as is typical in Texas, the bright
sky became shrouded with an ominous
dark cloud. Within minutes, there was a
tormential run.

It didn't dampen the spirit of the citi-
zen-soldiers, however, As a group of sol-
dihers marched in the rain to a lanes train-
ity course that grew increasingly muddy,
gevernl of them yelled: “ITit ain”t raining,
we ain't training.”
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