DESERT DEEDs:

A-10 units are
geiting respect

Rapid responders take on terrorism

¥ Cincinnati Course;
Cruard medics learn to deal
with hazardous marerials

TRy MSEEBob HEsSKe
National Guard Burevs

‘v dots not take someone with the
beains or the backing of a Sieven
Speelberg to croate n weapon of mxss

destruction, 18 National Geard medicad
peopke were recently reminded in the city
where thod famous filmmaker was bom

A it inkes is 3 berrorist with &
cheap detonator and a small
charge of plasiic explosive to ig-
nite a chembcal homb and endan-
ger & bt of Amercans,

That underlying lesson about
the potentia] dangers of hazand-
ous maleriald was nof [ost among
mumbers of (he Guand s pewest
matomal support force who spent
Easter"s Holy Week stuchying and
fohearsing HAZMAT recognition
and response procedures in Cin-
imemati, Ohio,

Soon after Splelberg took his
Academy Awnrnd bows for recne-
ating the hormors of Nommandy
“asaving Provate Byan,™ physi-
cian® sssistands and pammedics
from six of the Guard's 10 new
regional RAID (Rapid Assessment and
Initial Detection) ieams explored the ways
and means of protecting the homeland.

“There is a real threat out there today.
It could affect millions of people,™ justi-
fied Washington state Air Guard Capt.
Terry Gram. “T believie we need 1o be
prepared. Not every fire depariment and
emergency medical system is iotally ca-
pable of responding to a weapons of mass
destruction incident.™

The 22-member Mational Guard RATD
beams hrve been formed in 10 states scross
this country since last October, Thelr job

i b0 help civilian suthorities detect and
mnees chemical, biologieal and nuclesr
harands from wespons of terror maging
from the truck bomb that destroyed the
federal bullding in Oklnhoma City o
perve gas that was meleased in a Tokyo
sibway in 1995,

“The classes in Clnclnnat wire devoted
o contmilling chemical reactions and
lenming to do some very diny work in
cumbersome profective suits, They were
conducied arthe ULS, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency s Response Truining Cen-
ter, a compact, two-buliding complex
separaied from downiown Cincinnati by
the city’s sprawling rallroad vard.

Photo by MSg1. Bob Haskel
RAPID RESPONSE - Medical profos-
sionals with one of the Guard's RAID teams

practice their skills at plugging a HAZMAT
leak using a mallet and cedar shingles.

“¥ou don’t have to mess around mak-
ing stufl up. There"s stufl going up and
down the mils every day,” pointed out
David Lander aboat the chemicals that
many of those cars contain., “Burges on
ihe Ohio River haol hundreds of ions of
chlorine,” added the conter’s quality as-
SLUANCE MANARET,

“That, e pointed ouat, is one reason why
it is important for the full-time RAID
team members to know how to respond o
hazardous material incidents.
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Fhioss by Lon Barry

Wﬂmmmmm
Flack, crew chiefs with the District
of Columbia Alr Guard's 113th Wing, suds
down an F-16 using a new portable wash
water collection and trestment system. The
113th s the first Alr Guard unit to pur-
chase tha system that consists of a large
mat to hold the runoff, a vacuum to collect
It and a decontamination unit to remove
hazardous materials. Its allows
users o wash alreralt
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Hero Remembered

Though othirrwize @ very special
story, | have one senoas disagreement
with you conceming the pisce on the
late TSgt. Rich Visintainer (Feb. issue),

He very much loved his wile and
children, cherished quality time with
his. friends, was honest and conacien-
ticus at everything be did, was profi-
cient in his civilian and Alr Guard jobs,
bt yet he didn’t nrtain “hem™ sists
(according to The (n Gadard) until his
death.

With all due respect to your paper,
you got it all wrong. lt's obvious TSge.
Visintiner was a hero long before his
untimely death. Though | never knew
him, vour own story bas wald me as
much.

His death didn"t make him & hero, his
life did.

55gt Juck Attig
Kanzay Nanonal Gruard

Wrongly Stated

f have just noted that you incor-
rectly credited the Arkansas Air Guend
with winning the Air Combat Com-
mend Flight Safety Award (Feb, lsue)
when it was actually awarded fo the
Alabama Air Mational Guard's |1E7Tih
Fighter Wing in My i

[t is indeed the fifth tme in lh: list
decade we have receirved such an
award, pnd we ire very proud of our
Alabarrin Geiard men sl woren ond

GUARD7 22//s
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their commit-
ment 1o safety,

In addition 1o
winninyg this
pward and the
1997 Mational
Cuard Bureau’s
Flight Safety
Plague (seven
ot of the last 10
YEIFS), We CHr-
rently have ap-
procimudely S0
Guardmembers
deployed 1o .
Kuwait, filling
in for the active
duty farces
such nreas as
secunity, supply
mnd mfministrn-
s,

Keep up the
good work., You

Alabama LL Col.
Woody Lamar, the
187th Fighter Wing's

officer, displays
some of the fruits of
his unli"s labors.

do a gread job of geting the news 1o the

Ciuard femily.

upl. Jovee Guthrie

Alabama Matfonal Guard

Juit got my copy of the
January issue. [f seems yoo
ook a littke liberty with my
lener. | wrode 0 criticizing
Cun Ropers of Kansas fos
representing the Mational
Crsard while weaning a goates
{while competing in the Marine
Corps Marithon in Washington
DC:) mnd youi changed i 10
Curt Ggrey of Indiann

[ know both individuals and
the mistake is your's, not mins.

Your caption with the pic-
tores on page 10 (Mov, 98
igse) had them reversed, If
vou read the text of the article,
it i clear that Rogers necded a
ghave, not Carey,

[ feel thil you owe me bnd
Spe. Carey an apology

MSgL Vincent J. D!llu}
Trlicerg Nutiowal Guard

Editor's Note: Yon are correci, We
are sarry for the mismderstanding.

‘On Guard’ staff moves

The ataff of The On Guard, and membere of the Mational Guand Buraay |
Public Alfairs Office’s amirgnmantal and hestorical senvicas ieams moved 1o
a new address in February.

*Lattors to the Editor’ can be malled to: NGB-PAI-C, Sulle 11200, 1411
Jefterson Davis Highway, Ardington VA 22202-1259. You also may FAX |
your latters to DSN 327-3686 or (70:3) 607-3686. Our e-mail address ia:
malthanerji@ngb.ang,af.mil

ORI e oW i

By Lyle Farguhar

s; Hprguhpritmosnyamg.al.mil

“Geaz, | heard the new PT standards would altect soldiers over 40, but | never thought they’'d come after us.”
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§ IN THE NEWS

* New to NATO

* Prepared for Pope

*» Fueling the Fight

Partnerships help pave NATO entry

B New Alliances: Guard states
proud of role plaved in getting
NATO's latest members admitted

By MSgl. Bob Haskell
Masional Graard Rurenn

be covstal ball was cloudy in 1993 when ULS.

MNational Guard troops bogan o remarkable rela-

tionihip with Eastern European counirics cager
T bearn the ways of democracy.

Mo one dared dream that three of those countries that
had recently shaken off the yoke of communizm would
become full-fledged members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization within five short years,

That, however, is the satisfaction that Guand people in
Texns and Nebraska, Ohio, and Niinois, as well as in
Washinpton, DV, are feeling these days now that the
three nations have joined the premier allinnee for Ewro-
pean peace ond siability,

keine Albright acoepicd the
th T¥in Tndependence, Mo,

T The Guardmembers believe the National Guard,

“through it six-year-old Stue Parnership Program, has

helped the Caech Republic, Hungary and Poland schieve
their goals of being admitted to NATO.

The foar states have forged long-lasting relationships
with those countries that will be greetad by teie 16 new
allies when President William Clinton hosts MATO's
ﬂh birthday in Washington during April's final week-

“It gives us a sense of mission accomplished,” said
Capt. Janet Waorley, the new State Parmership coordina-
o for Texas that, with Mebraska, has established clowe
ties with the new Czech Republic’s military and civil
authorities, “This is what we set out 1o do, 1o get them
ready for NATO,” added Worley.

Ot has been doing the same thing with Hungary as
has [iinois with Poland.

Cetting into NATO has been a common goal for

F"hlm by Capt. Troy M. Gippes
- [rvellsrea Army Gusard
and Romanlan troops hwl hammered outl a
good working relationship over the years. Indiana
is ane of 28 Guard states partneredwith a nation
eager o learn the ways of democracy. r

nl:“_‘ MERELD fof PEAC

Eastern European nationa. Diplomats from ibe thnee
countries stated their cases fo Lt, Gen. Edward Baca, then
Chief of the National Guord Bureau, and nearly half of
this country s state adjutants general during a conference
M NATObesdguarters near Brussels, Belgium, in March
Lt 8

s The Guard has the resources 10 be o major playver in
this mission,” said Baca ot that time, “There 14 no one
better than the citizen-soldier 1o talk about ¢ivilian con-
wol of the military,” he added.

That is but one isswe that National Cuard members
have discussed and demonsarated with their partner coun-
tries during exercises ot home and abroad.

Developing a strong corps of noncommissioned offic-
ers, providing military assistance 1o civilian suthorities
during natura] disasters and civil emergencics, and ex-
phoring ways to foster open marke! econombes are others,

Those are messages that Geardmembers in 20 states

B 5ee PROUD PARTNER, Page 7

Guard refuelers aid attack on Kosovo

foeling units have been called

apon to helped fuel the first
wives of allied air strikes on Serbian
military positions in and arend
Eosova,

KC-135 Srrmotenkers and crews
belonging 10 Hawaii's 203rd Alr
Refueling Sguadron, Mebraska's
155th Air Refueling Wing (ARW),
Mississippi’s 186th ARW, Ten-
nessee's | 3th ARW, Mlimodss 1 260
ARW and New Jersey"s IDEth ARW
pamicipated in the NATO operation,

gmﬂﬁhﬂ:ﬁmﬂﬂuﬁm
|

confirmed Mational Guard spokes-
man Jack Hooper on April 9.
About 130 air crew and suppon
expens from the Aloha State's 20%rd
squadron, based mt Hickum AFB,
were on a regularly scheduled de-
pleyment to France when Operation
Allied Force began March 24,
“The morale of our Havan Air
Guard personnel is extremely high,™
squadron commander Lt Col. Edwin
“Skip” Vincent said from the 145th
Expeditionary Air Refueling Squad-
nom opermtions cenier in lstnes, Frince,

“We have been refueling aircraft
from the United Siates, s well as
Germany, the United Kingdom,
France, Spain and Portugal,”

Memnibers of the Pennsyvania Air
Guard's 193rd Special Operstions
Wing in Hurrisburg also were being
ased, Hooper confirmed.

As part of the operation, waves of
MNATO worplanes and mmissiles hii
army barmcks, power plants and air
defense batteries, trying to force
Serbin to end the onslaught against
Kosovo Albanians.

Oregonions command ‘actives’

at North Wind in Japan

fficers af the Chregon Army Guard's
15t Batealion, 186th Infuniry became the first
such Guardmembers this decade to commind
active-duty soldiers while unning the anmual
MNorth Wind bilsternl truining exercise in
Iw'?‘h:bﬂul nlong with Company C, 1
ion, along st
Banation, 17th Infantry from Fmtwfuh
wright, Alaska, formed Task Force 1-186
and shared tictical and cold-weather training
scenanos with soldiers of the Japan Ground
Self Defense Force.
“Troafitionally North Wind aliemates be-
tween active-duty components one year and
Natlonal Guand umits the next,” said Maj.
Chadd A. Synder chief of field traming for
LLS. Army Japan,
*1t hins been of least 16 or 17 yenrs since an
nctive duty element hos been embedded in &
Mational Guand task force of this magni-
tude,” said Maj. Todd Plimpton, sk force.
operations officer.
diefense, obstacle breaching and cold-weather
tnctics. Severa! iraining scenoros also in-
cluded an opposing force.

Missouri base hosts Pope

Catholics weren'f the only ones In Mis-
souri preparing for the visit of Pope Jobhn

FPaul 1T recently.

The Missouri National Guard dedicated its
time and people to help the Pontiffs visit go
smoothly, While his stay in the Show-Me

Stube made headlines, few people knew that
he spent moch of his tme al the Air Gieand
hucllhml!mﬁﬂd.

“The hangar underwent a comples
change.” said Col. Mary Rielley, 1315t
Fighter Wing logistics groop commander.
ey bt v el

ghi in needed to
tranaform the place.”
The space was used for the Pope's per-
sonal office and a meeting place for the Pope
and President Clinton,
~Adr Guard men and women also workgd as

“It was the Guard :_phmpuvﬂuh:ﬂ-
ity for this event to take place,” Riclley said.
“Tt wan a great honor that the Pope, president
and ¥ice president wiers all here ot our basg,™
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Cohen approves
medals for Joint
Endeavor, Guard

ecretnry of Defense Wil-

liam Cohen has approved

the wward of the Ammed
Forces Expeditionary. Medal
(AFEM) in sddition to the
Armmed Forces Service Medal
(AFSM) to qualifying Guard
men and women who have par-
teipated in or who are provid-
ing direct suppon to Operation
Joint EndeavorfJoint Gigard.

For the purposes of the award,
Dperation Joint Endeavor be-
gan Nov. 20, 1995, and endad
Bec, 19, 1996, Operation Joint
Ciuard began Dec, 20, 1996 and
ended June 20, 1998,

By policy the AFEM is
awirded 1o U5, service imem-
ber participants in mmjor oper-
tions that encounter foreign
armed resistance. The AFSM is
gwarded for service in major
operations that do not epcodnier
armed regstanee,

Since all U5, military par-
ticipanis in Joint EndeavorS
Cieard have already received or
are cligible to peceive the AFSM
for their pescekeeping elforts in
the Former Republic af Yugo-
slavia in furtherance of the Day-
ton Peace Acconds, the avward of
the AFEM is possible only asan
exceplion to palicy.

Awnrd of the AFEM in this
case is limited tothose LS. Ser-
vice members participating in
or providing direct support io
QJE or O35 who were deployed
in the designnted area of eligi-
bility: the connfries of Bosnis-
Herzegovina or Croatin, and

By Sgt. Raymond Drumsia
MNew Fork Noromal Guard

Mitude extremes, unfamiliar ter-
A rmin and vibtures were smong the

dangers nnd chillenges palods ke
CW03 Joe Weiser faced recently fying
reliel miztions in Honduras,

Weiser, o stondardization mstructor
helicopter pilol with the New York Army
Guard's 3rd Buttalion, 142nd Aviation,
wias in the Central American country reas
part of Mew Hodizons "99, the Amencan
military s engineering and medical exer-
cise to promole dability in that region.
The excrcise began in Jamary snd is
scheduled to run through May,

Members of the battalion, based in
Latham, began rotating through Hondu-
ra Jan 16,0 An estimated 75 bamalion
micimiers have been tapped to fy supplics
and people, and conduct casualty evacu-
stions, in support of the engineers and
medical profestionals that make up the
Guard-run Join Task Force Sula,

Weiser said the mission reguires Nying
their Blackhawk helicopters at altinndes
ranging from zero 10 over SO0 feet, or
from sea level 1o over Hondaras" Santa
Maria Mountains,

The mpuniais, he poinded o, create
unigue weather conditions. Strong,
siraight winds blow against one side of a
mountain fange, like waves erashing
agninst a rocky coast, thal create swirling
wind pattermns on the opposite, or lee side
of the mountzin range, Weiser sad. -
lots Mying over the mountaing must ma-
mauver their helicopters throogh the mnw
of this torbulence.

This woarld be an extremely unnerving
expericnce, Weiser said, il not for the
irnining pilots receive at the High Ali-
mde Training Center in Eagle, Colo. 1t
teaches pilots what to expect from turbu-
lemce, how o evaluate wind conditions,
how not to exceed the helicopier’s limita-
tiona_ and bow o manage the helicopier's
power for mucimum foel econommy. That's

akey skill, he added, since flying in windy
conditions requires more power and fuel.

Proper planning, Weser said, belps (o
alleviate some of the piloting challenges
offered in Honduras. It's also required.
Flight plans marsd be filed with Hopduran
Alr TealTie Control satharities 24 howrs B
advance.

High-flying vultures, which have wing-
spand measuring 2 to 3 feet, also keep
aviators on their toes. Weiser amnd other
pillots refer 1o e as bureasds,

“The buzzands are a real problem,” he
said, “They ‘re denser here than 've ever
seen.”

Weiser said the vuliures ane a dunger to
the airerafl if they Ny infothe notor Bsdes,
and n danger 1o pilots if they {1y into the
ciockpit. He said the yultores osually move
ol of the helicopter's way,

“They can camse guiie a bit of damape,
becasee they'ne a heavy bind.” Weiser
said. “If wehitone, we "d have to land right
away.”

Mavigation also s a challenge, The ter-
rain §s onfmmiliar, and becouse of the
damage Hurmicane Mitch wrooght, lnnd-

PILOT PLOTTING —~ CWO3 Joe
Weiser (right) reviews a flight plan
with fellow New York Army Guard
Blackhawk pilots CWO3 David Cox
and CWO2 Steven Browning.

muarks shovwn o the map don't exisg.

*Mavigating in an wnfumikiar anea re-
ally makes ua use all the sKills 'we've
practiced,” Weiser snid. “This i 8 great
expericncs for these guys.”

The Blackhawks bepefit as well. m-
sisted SSgL Jefl Healy, o 3nd battalion
tectmical inspector.

Healy works with mechanics foensure
the helicopters are fit to fly. He said hot
weather expands hydraulic seals 5o they
fit snogly. and leak less. That reduces
maintenmnce me. Back bome, Healy
reporied, cold weather contracts the seals,
causing Mmequent hydraulic leaks,

“Sinee they've been here, 1 haven't
noticed any bydroulic leaks,” he said.

Welter confirmed thut he and others
are comforahble in the cockpit.

"It gives you & very good feeling thai
nothing's going 1o break,™ he said.

those respective mir spaces.

To qualify for the AFEM for
EndleavorCGuurd, Guardmem-
bers mist have partscipaded for Ha ‘MERCI’
one of more days m the opern- ve
tion within the designnied geo-
graphic area of eligibility, or New York Army Guard
meet at least one of the follow- SFC Michael Wo
N Criterii: gels the feal ol a

= Be deploved in the ares of equipped with the Mobilo
eligibility as an individual by Emergency Communica-
official orders for 30 consscy- tlons Response interface
tive days or 6 ponconsecutive {MERCI) system. Tha
days Empire State National

« Participate as a regularly as- Guard was asked to test
signed crew member of an air. the prototype vehicle that
craft Mying into, out of, or over promises to function as a
the Bosnin-Herzegovina and ‘one-stop’ moblle com-
Croatia, the Adristic Sea and munications center dur-
those respective air spaces. ing a disaster,

- Phaio by Lt Col Paul Fanning
mHE ON GUARD
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Ohig's Svann Kim fled
Cambodia with his life
as a teen. Despite
ganger, he went back

By TSgL Greg Radl
Ohio National Guard

vann Kim wis 15 when
S Vietnamese fonces top-

pled the Khmer Rouge re-
girne i Carmbodia in 1579, fornc-
ing bim and thewsands of others
io flee t6 Thailand.

That jourmey west meant trek-
king ower mined jungle trails
and past maraoding militery
groups who mobbed, molested
el keilled st wall,

He speenit his next Five years in
refugee comps, expericncing o
lifetime of hardships, before fi-
nally making it to the United
States

Afiter learning English and
earning bis high school diploma
ar the age of 24, Kim walked
inte an Ohbo Air Geand recrail-
ing office aned like what he saw.

Today, he s o staffl sergeant
working as an administrative
spechalist with the 121st Air
Refueling Wingat Rickenbacker
Airport in Columbus.

However, living the Ameni-
cun dream, did not keep Kim
from retuming o & homeland
many  Cambodinn-Americans
have vowed never 1o neturn —
and i"s got nothing to do with
the éxchange rate.

The country his recently en-
duredaholocawst, is littered with
Inndd mimes and is prone to near-
monthly political coups, The
State t has isvued a
trovel sdvisory Tor Cambodia,

Despite the very real danger,
Kim has gone back, twice,

He recalled the terror of the
Pol Pot regime (1975-79) as a
child, The movie "The Killing
Fields™ graphically depicted
mauch of what happened during
that time, though softening much
al the boutatity. He credits his
survival io his youth.

“I could have died if | were
amy older from starvation or from
overwork,” he sadd.

Like many Cambsodians, Kim
lost much of his familly duning
the Khmer Rouge years, includ-
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ing his father

"My dad? He's probably
dead,"” Kim said, "He tried 1o get
ool of the country’ during the
Khmer Houge regime, Some-
body caught bnbre mod killed him.”

Kim"s first revisied his home-
lnnd in 19546,

*1 wiis excited and emotional
as the plang circled over Phinom
Penh aimport.

“When | met my family for
the first time, they could still
recojnize my hometown nc-
cent,” he continued. "I met o
girl, too. Her name whas
Champei.”

Il'a woman can launch a thow-
sand ships, certainly Champei is
what motivated Kim o return
last vear, He planped to court,
marry and eventunlly bring her
back 10 the United States,

Taking a_leave of absence
firomn e Giuard, K lm, his mother
and =unt, relurned to their
troabled homeland. The endou-
mge would fulfill a Cambodi=n
cistewny that mandates that be-
fore amarmiage canbe
thae fwo famalies mast spend time
getting acquainied.

As soom as they wmived, the
two sides visited and talked for
miany weeks, Afer moch dis-
cussion, Champei's father ne-
Fased to give his duighier away,
According ‘1o Kim. the fmher
reasoned that Tambodin was
wife, and he didn’t want his
daughter to live so far from the
Tamily.

After that sethack. Kim's

o wiwd munt retumed (o
the United Siabes. Kim re-
muined. i

He toured ithe oountry-
sicke, something he never hind
# chance 0 do before be-
cause of the war, He visated
1o aid Eitkes and ancient
mius,i:mlmlin,u:h:wuph
of Angkor Wat

Troveling in Cambodia
can be hozardous, consider-
ing manyy of its minor rosds and
trails are linered with thouzanis
of lared miirees lefit from past oon-
Hicts.

“In sl s and cliies ity
O, bt ol i thes umiglies or of
the roads.” Kim =aid. "A group
of Cambodinn widows, who fost
thedr husbands to land mines,
have been truined by avohinteer
ofganization to de-mine areas
using special equipment,” Kim
sl be resd in @ Cambodian
newspaper that it wold rake 1(0
years 1o remove all the mines,

While in Cambodia, Kim
worked for ome monih as an o=
terpreter forthe ULS. Agency for
Internationsl Development, He
assigted an official whose job
wats (o manage & matemal child
health program.

After that job, he crossed by
ot it Thailaned asd witnessed
a flourishing logging and fish-
ing indusiry. His mext goal was
io see Yictnam.

Cambodia snd Vietmam are
siill nel on the best of terms.
Their animosity culminared
when YVietnom mvaded Cambo-

dia in late 1978 and Inasalled s
own government. The physical
features of the two nationalities
daffer na well as their langunges,
which Kim says ks ke compar-
ing English 1o Sanskrit.

“"When | went to Thalland all
I meeded was permission in the
form of & stamp, signature and a
emall fee paid to the customs
people ot the border,”™ he sadd.

He would soon lesmn that it
wisn't that simple in Vietnam.,

He crossed indo Victnpm with
ligthe difficulty and stayed the
might in Saigon. He planned 1o
s the muscums the mext day.

“1 wanted 1o see the exhibit of
war criminals, That's what they
called Amencan POWs," Kim
sald,

The next morning, as he

lnaked for a nide o the war mo-

- seums, he became the object of

racial discrimination.

*Tax drivers saw me mmd said
Kampuchin! Kampuchial (an-
other word for Cambodian).
They thought that I'm Cambo-
dian because al my dark skin. [
told them that | *m Caombodian-

Ii'n!‘ Past

BOLOLY GOING - On his
maatl recenl refum o his
homeland, Kim (left and
below) visited Cambodia,
Thalland and Vietnam,

American = that T live in the
states.” he recalled.

Mot knowing the language also
nclcled o s Lneafiness,

*f became afraid that they may
fake me somewhere and just nob
me.”

Under this pressure and the
riek of traveling alone, Kim de-
cided tohead back to Cambodia.
He crossed the bonder of a differ-
ent polnt from: which be had
entered the Sountry, Lpon arriv-
ng o the Vietnumese check-
pint, they checked his visn and
iscovered it wis innclegquate. [t
shoald have been
through the Viemamese-em-
bassy in Phnom Penh.

“They mmested me,” he
sabd, "1 was very scared,

He spent a night in jail,
being questioned by offi-
ciils wha thought e was a
spy. He never said anything
about being in the Ameri-
can militery,

‘Afier his release, Kim re-
turmed o Cambodia and
spent the remadnder ol the
time visiting areas aroond his
hometown. During that stay,
Cambodia expenenced political
\EnTES],

“Political tenswomns wene build-
ing up ai that time,” he recalled.
"*There were bombings and
peophe killed.™

Al his relative’s insistence,
Kim packed up for home.

“Five days after [ got home,
fighting was reported,”™ he said.
He found out Later that two ofhis
cousing, both affilinted with de-
fealed political parties, had fed
into the junghe in fear for their
lives, Oine hod been sleeping in
the rice paddics at night for
enfety.

Kim continues b closely
mnitor the sipustion in Cambo-
idia. B it improves and more aid
contimses to flow in, he plans to
retrm and help bring his coun-
try kack o whole, He wints (o
complete his degree in nursing
and use those skills to help ad-
minister aid.

He =aid his family. concerned
for hin safety, would rather he
i TefurmL
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Photos by Capt. Tim Frankdin

r IRING SMILES = lilinols Army Guard LL Col. Larry Foster, a
:Il-n'l:tu-t with Company C, 634th Suppori Battalion, axamines a Ecuadorian
gir’s sore tooth during a recent two-week medical readiness exercise.
Foster and other dentists averaged 30-50 tooth extraclions daily while
serving in South America.

By Capt. Tim Franklin
Hitnofs Narional Guard

ey lined op by the hundreds in

front of the fence surrounding

n schood in the Ecoadorian villuge

of Poalo, waiting paticnily for their tum
to s a doctor. Some walked from as far
away a8 20 miles for the chances o get
some medicine, or perhaps have a troable-

ANDS

Ilinols Army
Guard Pyt 2
Eerd Patier-
terson takes
ayoundglir's
blood pres-
sure In Ecu-
adar.

In addition o basic medical
cang, the Company C medics
also tmoght closses pimed st
shovnng the willagers simple
thimgzs they cun do daily o m-
prove their quality of life.

halp “Cher purpose 1= 1o educaie

the Ecuadorian nationals on
preventive mensures that would
curtail sooke of ther ills ong
term,” explained Company C
Ist Sgt Tamu Kurel “At the
fumie Wme, we provided some
temporary reliel.”

The village of Ponlo was one
of three reatment sies #el up
by the company to help the
people Hiving in the provinee,

At each of the meatment siles, the vil-
|apers wene given a sereening wieens their
blood pressure, temiperaiure and weight
were checked before they saw doctor or
dentist. In some cases, villagers only
necded 1o receive basic medicines.

The South Amenicans also were given
clusses on preventive messures like den-
tal hygiens, teeth brushing and taking
vitnmins. The impartance of cleanfiness,

somé 1ooth pulled. such as washing hands, buming garbagze
Thirty-five [llinoks Army Mational  andbolmg watertohelp prevent disease,
iGoard medical ambas- aleo was stressed,
sadors from Company While the members of
C, 634th Support Bat- 8 Regardlesg l}f Company C were adroit
tation, with the assis- al handling medical mat-

tance of soldiers from
the Ecuadorian army,

how much I think

fers, some found the lan-
guage barrier & chal-

provided wi Sounce of lemgpe.

prevention”™ for thoo- Pm pl‘ﬁpﬂl"ﬁi, I “I'whndliur, yearsof
sands of ruml Ecuador- Spanish and language is
ians as part of & fwo- ﬁﬁ.“ riﬁnﬂﬂ' still the biggest chal-
week medical readiness F lenge,"said Spe. Valerie

exercise in'that South
American nation re-

culture shock ??

Friedrich, a medic and a
pre-med student at

cemly. Southern Hhnods Uini-
The Prairie State 180 Sgt. TAMU KUZEL  vemity in Carbondale.

medics provided basic  ©0- C. €34th Suppon Banallon Compounding the lan-

medical care and guage problem was the

screening bo the Cuichua Indinns of miml
Ciotopaxi Provinee as partofa U5, South-
em Command-sponsored Medical Reads-
ness Training Exercise, or MEDBEETE.
The traiming allovwed the company o de-
ploy and tram in & real-world aostens
environmesnt.

ot that many of the peopls seeking treat-
ment uf the Garcia Morenode Poalo school
were Choichua Indions, who spoke a dia-
lect unfumiliar to their Spanish inderpret-
e, Fortunanely, Ecusdorian soldiers from
the Sith Special Forces Brignde were able

ta bridpe the lnnpuage barmer.
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CARING HANDS - Spe. Denyell Bean (above), a medic with the Springfield,
lil.-based Company C, 634th Support Battalion, gives an Ecuadorian girl
adeworming medicine. As pari of the medical screening service provided,
Pvi. 2 Micheile Peters (below) takes the temperature of a patient.

“The Ecupdorian military has
given i tremendius support,”™
Friedrich said. “They have besn
wonderful,”

Conteniding with a lack of com-
munication and spartan working
condlitiong were dilemmas rels-
tively ensy 1o remedy, Those real-
ties paled in comparision 1o the
fmatration many Company C med-
icu experienced trying o serve so
many truly needy Ecuadorians in
Just two weeks,

“It"s m bentle overwhelming. More
than | expecied,” smid Pvi 2 Kemn
Paiterson of her first deploymen
"We"ve had syywhere betaesn 450
and 600 people a day.

“[But} "ve loved all the truining
we're getting here,” she added.

Patterson wasn't alome. Pvi. 2
Michelle Peters anid the sheer mum-
ber of putients ber comrpany served
made for hectic days. However,
she snid the genuine grotinsde ex-
tended by those Ecundorians she
helped, mnde the experience more
fulfilling.

*The people are really foendly
and open,” Peters said.

Over two weeks the men and
women of the Springfield-based medical
company provided basic treatment and
education for nearly 3,000 people.

Though the deployment o Bcuador
marked Kurel's fifih MEDRETE, the firsi
eergeant gaid i's difficoll 1o get nsed to
the stark realities that confront those liv-
ing in medically-underserved nations,

Priotos by Capl. Tim Frankiin

"Regardless of how much 1 think I'm
I still experience coliure shock,™
Kuzel admited, “You just have o re-
member that the problems, diseases nnd
injuries you see are because of the condi-
tions in which they live.
“It is something that we cannot change
in two weeks"

LINKED In BATTLE

As , Cali-

o ey o

and Ukrainian sol-

diers lested their

battle skiils during

& major simulated

BEBICIGE,
and Puerto Rico are while, have focused on
=g PROUDS 252 e =
27 different countries, environmental protec-
includling six Cenral tion activities while
and South American PARTNER bailding o strong pan-
nations, now involved niership with the Czech
inthe Stase Parmership = Republic's alr force
Progrum. However, the pref army. curing the
National Guard’s _ past three years.
“Bridge (o America™ Purthermone,

still rums predomi-
nately between the United States and

*As the lead agent for this impor-
tant work, the Naticne! Guard has
achicved great results in furthering
LLS. economic and security interests
in the European thesier,” pruiscd
Army Gen. Wealay Clark, supreme
allied commmnder for Europe.

frmmedinte et is the pros=
a lasting pesce in Europe,”
Clark added. *“The loag-mnge goal is

for these countries 1o achieve eco-

noinic rospenty as they becode

After Ohio experienced s most
sevene fMooding in &0 years in Manch
1997, for example, the chiel of the
Hungarian Engineer Directorale and
severil staff members observed how
Dhio Guard troops helped civilian
authorities cope with that disasier
SETRALROTL.

Hungarian Brig. Gen. Janos
Tompa travelad 1o the stricken area
&4 8 Eoff member with Maj. Gen.
Richard Alexuander, Ohin’s adjutan:
geneml.

The newspaper Kuntnchorske
Nowiny last October reported that the
chief of the Crech Republic's Civil
Protection Office leamed a thing or
wo about emergency reliel during
discossions with four Texas Guoard
representutives visiting that coontry.

“The last ares in which we can
cooperabe v, strngely enough, hur-
flcane-like catastrophes,” the news-

quoted the Czech Republic
Eﬂ “Hurricanes do not ooour in
this mrea, bt the after-=ffects nre the
same, for example, a8 & gas explo-
sion or other industrio] accidents or
nataral disssters [in] whichetvilian
prodection is colicerned.”

Nebraska Guardmembers, mean-

hosted multinational
air and ground sy exercises that
included aircendt and coews from the
Hlimots Al Naetional Gusrd and the
L5, Air Force in September 1997, It
wai the first joint military excreise
between LS, and Polish alr forces
gince World War [L

‘There are plenty of indications that
the Stute Partmership affilintions will
seuling into NATO.

Texas and the Crech Republic have
scheduled 11 events or this tmining
vear, They with rigger and
pirbome opem i thie Crech Re-
pablic last September. They will cnd
witha NCO training progrmin Texas
naxt Sepiemiber.

] don'y think they "Il petinto NATO
ird fomget all abwout we," waid the Texas
eomrdinaon,

There arc many tics that bind. West
Texas, forexample, his a large Ciech
population. That Chicago is ooe of
the world’s borpest Polish cities s
expected 0 help keep Poland amed
linois elose.

“Ome thing to remember s that
after April we can do war-fighting
training in (hose countries becaose
they will be NATO members,”
pointed oot Lt Col. George Smmith 111,
the Europe and Eurasia Division chiel’
in the Natonal Guard Bureans Inter-
national Affaim directome,

“It 15 my bebef that the states mnd
intermational partners have. created
long-term relationships that will al-
low everyone 1o work together as
allies and good nelghbors,” predicied
Col. Robert James, the National
Ciuard's director of inernational af-
fafrs.

“The ascension into NATO of the
thres inviled countries,” lames added,
“creates for the coun-
trics and the National Guard to con-
tinue working together on projects of
psutieal interest.”
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Division ‘celebrates pas
belore embracing future

BYTEing into
the Battlefield

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Watiora! (rward Burears

he Army Cused's 28th Infantry

I Division briefly paused o cel-
ehrate itx past March 12, before
Eiing i gimnd step dnto s Diture ar s L5,
Army truining post in eastern Germany.

Colorful cakes decorated with replicas
of the Pennsylvania meochanized
divizion’s distinctive red keyatone poich
marked the | 20th birthday of the Army ‘s
nldest, confinuons serving active or no-
serve division

Within hours afier blowing out their
turthelxy cakes” candles, the division’s
BN leadders and battle staff members were
prepaied o bkeald & V Corps asauli
arariil & foreign encmy on a blood-
less, digital battleficld in the five-
dny warfighter exercise irgent Vie-
oy,

It was o plvedal day at the sun-
tuthed Grafenwochr Training Area
for the 28th and for oll cight of the
Army Guard's combat divisions. It
was the first tme s Guard division
took part in the corps-level

lis fenenpe inclodes o battalion called
the “ Associntors” that Benjemin Franklin
formed in Philadelphinin 1747 to connter
a threat from Spanish troops coming up
the Delownre River, Bnfile streatness from
the Revolutionary W, the War of 1812,
the Meégican War, the Civil War and the
Spanish- American War reflect this
country's history of warfare before the
2ikh ¢entury.

Cren, Jobin J) Pershing, commander of
the American Expeditionary Forces, nick-
named the 28th his *Tron Division™ as it
fought non-stop in six compeigns, and
suffered 14,000 casualtics, duning the f1-
il four moniha of World War L

The final months of World War [1
meant more trial by Fire for the division
it Landed ot Morsmandy fnJJuly 19944 and
hegnn slugging its way to Germany. The
HBOD movie "When Trumpets Fade™ il-
lugtroies how the Hungen Forest in Ger-
many became bell on eank for the divi-
wion thot November,

"It is very accurmte from the perspec-
tive of the common soldier and what the
Germans did to our troops with their 58s
and grmor,” explained Padbvaskl

The divvinbon cumed anothsr name while
taking on overwhelming nombers af Der-
man toops and anks along a 25-mile
stretch of the Our River a fow days before
the start of the Battle of the Bulge tha
brought down the Thind Redch, The Ger-
e cilled it the “Bloody Buckel Divi
!ml'l

warfighter exercive in Enrope. Photo by MBgL H-Hhil

inall, 1,00 Guardmembersfrom £ OMPUTER WAR =Spe. Christopher
11 stmtes and 400 members of the  Delaney shows Army Guard Director,
Ammy Reserve were engaged in the Mg, Gen. Roger Schultz, how he tracks

sk -solidier rraining cxercise.

Thni the 28th, with iis three bri-
gades and artillery and avintion sssets,
hais been made the main effort in the corps
fight was even more frosting on those
cakes, said Brig. Gen. Walter Pudlowski
I, the division's 33rd commander.

"I there i3 & moment in a citizen-
soldier’s lifs when we come cloe to
doinyg what we've signed up to do, this is
it,” reflected Podiowskl wik is as well
wersed in his division's history as he is in
concepts of mindern warfare.

“This is exactly why citizen-soldiers
signup, sothat when America calls, they 'l
be there,” Pudlowski added. “So will the
23ih Divizion,™

The 281k has been there many times
tiipce i was estubliched on March 12,
1879, bv Pennsyivanin Mational Guard
iGencral Ohder Now |, according i ks anit
history. It waa designated the Tih Divi-
#hon before being reonganized as the 28d
i 1917 while training in. Georgia for
Waorld War 1 daty,

the enamy.

The 28th retumed to Germany in 1950
ta replace active duty soldiers being send
to Eoprea. Violonteers saw disty during the
Persian Gull Wir. Three elements have
pulled Bosninn peacekeeping duty in
Europe, bepimming with 40 forwand ob-
servers from the 28th Division Artillery
who served with the Nordic-Polish Bri-
gade in Bosnia in 1996,

That divizion’s leailers poi the chamce
to prove they can command troops on the
batlefield of the 215t cemtury during this
maonth's computer-driven warfighier ex-
ercise in eastem Germany.

"This will determine our ability to be
available on shorter notice for national
contingencies,” suld Schuliz while visit-
Ing the division's soldiers in Germany,

That was why Pudlowski and the other
membars of the 28th Division did not
dhwell for kg on 1 20 vears of yesterdays
during March's scoond Friday, There was
oo much to do for lommormow,

Iron Maidens, Jennifer
Howard and Ruth Ross|
are computer fiterate,
blood-thirsty warriors

Soldiers

By MEgr, Bob Haskell
Nattona! Grard Bierean

e young ciiinen-soldiors,
privaies find chass, in the
Pemvy lvankn Amay Muaibomud Curd
who hail sened & respectable
fepulation in castemn Gormuany by the
Tdes of Muarch, They were kiniwn s
the “Fron Maldesns.”
ﬂujmmh_um:mw
poddiers,

icons Fepresenting 1roops and tnks,

n:ﬂlln-y el wir clefemme baiteries,
around gridded, compusrized bartle-
fields on which the modern Army s
n-;lnh;mmmﬂluduﬂwihe
2l

They are the front-line troops in
simukation centers. Computer key-
boards, not M-16 rifles, are their
mm'ﬂmmm:h*

ment, Rossi, 21, lives in Erie. She's
e e
gave thom tckets o higher edocs-
thons,

They belong to the 13,435-mem-
ber 28th Infantry Division that sent

tundreds of battle safl memibers o
action at the U8, Army"s Grafen-
woehs Training Area in February and
March. They took on computer-fash.-
ioned focs in fwo bloodicss bartles
imider the command of V Coarps.

The young wamen got an cducation
in milstary maners, "1"ve leamed a lot
aboul the decision-making process
and hatilefield etiquene,” swid
Howand. "For example, you can't
withdraw troops tndn e enemy,
That's just ool dooe. ™

The 28th led the sssault during the
five-day March exerciee, Unpent Vie-
lowy, that proved io be one of the divi-
sdon's mest demanding peacetime
challenges in it 1200 years. I was the
liret Nutional Guord division ko ke
patt in & corps-leval warfighter exer-
cise. It waa the diviaion's largest
aversens deployment alnee its soldiers
were seni ko the

w.r:‘.k:umym .

The Pennsylvania division's matto
15 “Men of Tron,” Hence, Howard and
Rossi became the “Tron Makdena™ of

ther keys and moved their niouses 1o
position their digitnd iemms anid tack
forces hased on ordens yelled by
officers hovering behind.

They blocked oul the non-stop
chaner of military radios sround
and seve of humor, daning the heat of
battle in o long, narrow room that
served as the Brigade®s hesdqguartery,

A colnputenided wirfighter comes
a8 chowe ay possible to realicy and
intenaity for o division o
staff without actmally having troops
o the attacie Chureoal-lined chemd-
ol woits thail evervane woin added fo
the realsan.

I i ot a game,” cautioned Col.
B'l!l'l'mﬂ'lr.-higﬂ i whirhwind
commancler whi kas his own nick-
name = Tar. “Tio us, this is g real
battle, snd we're going to do every-

emnﬂwﬂwmmm
were it of the droma as well as the
decsions that the division s eaders
enooustered durdog five long days.

“The realism it presents (s wme-
ing."” resped Maj. Roger Rose. the
day-side simulation cell commiander:
“You don't want to lose s mmghe
electronic troop,”

"You cun'i see blood remming down
the computer screens, but Conimand-
ers hove do be nware of the hunsan
dimension,”™ ssld retired Army Col,
Buck Mildensiein, par of the civilian
Banle Command Tralning Progrm
s gyl e i

*Thi: computers will take battle
fatigieer and casualtios into sccount,
bot commanders shouwld ask them-
pelves what it would be like in meal
life,” he explained, *A unit that gets
cut dovwn Lo 60 percent strengil is

Photo by MSgL Bob Huskoll
IRON MAIDENS - PFCs Ruth
Rossi (left) and Jennlter
Howard earned thelr stripes at
Urgent Victory In Germany.

faving real protdens, and com-
manders hive 1o do something about
in*

T v oot an ensy drill, scknowl-
edped Yoown The computers are
almost impossihle to bear.

"Hi"n a Jou like Vegas. The deck s
always stacked agabnst you,” be sald.
“But if you beat the encmy, there's
o need (0 tridn unymone. We do the
best we can, and we leam from oor
losses as well as our victores,™

Truimng to the Army's demand-
ing srandands s the gonl of every
if they can’t poll ot ull of their
trodps and equipment st & combat
training center. .

Companer simulation becomes the
next best thing for the bartle staffs o
well us for the troops with the
keyboards, sisch as PFCs Howand
and Roax,

Early imiw the March banle,
enemy tmoops aifscked o convioy thai
bndd T ot of fusel. The conviy had
few weapons. Bud #f did have
[ Julgdiby

“Martars! [ can do mortars,”
snapped Howard. She pounced on
her keyboard o hold the encrmy at
hay until help could wrrive.

"“I"'m telfing you,™ said
Milderstein. “Those Iron Maidens
are bloodthirsty."

8 e

South Dakota Army Guard Spc. Ched Whittecar

VEERIn' hack
to ‘GRAF’

By MSpi. Bob Haskell
Waromal Gegrd Bureai

cun handle Hving in the lap of
- luxuiryyin Germany, bt he's try-
ing o make the best of it !

The engineer spocialist in the South
Dakotn Army Mationi Guard, who lives,
works and sndies in Rapid Cliy, this
Mnrch hing remurned 1o the German woods
nearihecasiern city of Grafenwoehs | pro-
noumced Uraf-en-VEER), close by the
Croch Republic bonder

He left a8 an active Army soldier jn
995, He has retumed 35 5 NMutional
Ghkard soldier four years laber.

This time he i living in 2 troop tent for
g couple of weeks, slecping on an Ammy
ot eating a couple of hot meals a day,
and getting regular rides 1o showers on
the U5, Army"s Grfenwoehr Training
Ared,

He is part of the 10%th Engineer Group's
four-man inkelligence section respotible
for plotteng fricndly and enemy fonces
during the V Corp’s mid-March com-
puler simulated training exercise Ungent
WVictory

Abowt |,000 Goard troops, including
535 from the South Dakota engineer out-
fir, mre taking part in the 4,000-soldier
exerviac. The South Dakota troops ane the
anly onees Living off in the wonds, Mosi
others are living and working in concrete
bulldings at Camip Aschen. Dining halls,
hat showeers, Mush todleds, the PX and the
Immidry are shon walks away,

The lasi time, Whitteear was 5 field
i:l'l'iﬂl:il"_i' soldier im the active ﬁ.rl:rl:,.' who
Ermined for & month or twe it & e in the
woscs on M- gpuare-mille " Gral™ and who
gotalong withowt those rudimentary com-
forts-of home.

Meals Heady to Ead, sponge haths when
ahsofutely necessary, and o few hours

("t, had Wislitecar doesn 't know if he

sloep in & different place most nighis
delingd rwoof hds final years inthe Army
—~withthe LstArmor Division and the 3rd
Infaniry Division,

“This = not whal I'm used (o, sighed
Whitieear on Murch's sseond Thursduy,
his- tongme in cheek, “butl 1 gucss 5 guy
cin got used to thess cormfons.™

The woods that shelter g ¥illage of
cight’ heated tenrs were still damp and
chilled as the moming matired towand
the mocin o, At 29, Whittecnr has main-
tamed the lean look and the talk of o
vieteran soldier and Gulf 'War' weternn
wheo still longs for his salad days,

"I got out in "95, after eight vears, and
1 missed the Army immediately.” he ex-
plained. “I missed my friends. You got
closer to people in the military than you
do anywhere else,”

But other concerns have filled Chod
Whitiecar's life ssd led bim bock bo |is
mutive South Dakotn.

He and wife Kerri linve been mnmied
lor five years, They have a 2-year-old
daughter and another baby due m June,
Whittecar wamnts u degree in civil engi-
necrng andl is in his sscond year af the
Sowth Dakota School of Mines and Tech-
nalogy.

He has poured lots of cement us a
construction worker to pet 1 fee! for his
mew pridession. He has joined the Na-
tiona] Guand to renanin active in his fira
one i well 48 to nall down a military
retrement. He has abso teken bis trining
0 South Dakota’s Custer Boot Camp
where: be is o new drill instructor for
juvenile offenders,

For n couple of weeks in March, how-
ever, Chad Whittecar is reliving his days
s n soldier in Germany,

The 10%9th Engincer Group rowutinely
maves 10 the woods for these training
excrcises, pointed out 5GM Leonard
Eimert.

“We try to make it as realistic as we
eam,” saidl Kot The best way to teal
your unit is to live up to the Army’s
standards, That docen"t include living im
barmcks on hnrdumnd,

Whittecar certainly brought that senti-
ment back i Germany. “If was good 1o
come back to the woods,” snad the mon
who has somehow managed to put ap

© with all of thoze showers
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Texas Sgi. Richard Greenlee
setout to break hisGuinness
world treagmiil record

By Sgi. Len Butler
Texar Neattonal Gudard

ome people can remember when

Richard Greenlee wasa 300-poand,

self-proclaimed coach poiato. The

guy who suffered & hean atiack in his
=20k

That was 984, The vear he took up
wilking.

MNearly 15 years later, the 40-year-old,

Ijg_lﬂd.hﬂ]u.l vehicle mechanic with the

Texas Army Guard's Company A, 536th
Support Battalion — who has 13 mars-
theons wneber his sigmificantly smalker beit
~ was miempting to break his 1996
Cruinrecy world recond of 26 hours and 16
munades of contineses running on o tread-
mill.

He was nlso rentting for a chuse. The
maney he ratsed went 1o an organization
dedicated to helping quadriplegic chil-
dren get to the Special Dlympica,

AtGa.m. ona recent Sunday ata Bally
Total Fimess in Humble, Texas, Greenles
sef out {0 better the mark be sct three years
eariber u8 8 Flonda Guardmember. Mem-
bers of the Bally sinfT. 48 well as soldiers
from Company A, lent suppornt with ev-
erything from mixing liguid nuotrition
supplernends o flling water bodiles.

The geme plan was a simple one.
Greenloe would nin 20 minutes of 5-6
miph, then walk a brisk 4 mph as he ook
i Fguiid nutrients comprised of protem
powder and froit juice. The only time he
was allowed off the treadmill was when
he changed his shoes and socks, He was
pllowed & bathroom break every two
hiotrs.

Cireenlee treaded down charted terri=
tory six month ago, logging some 1,800
miles leading up o his record assanlt, He
alsp gpent many hours weight training,

*The type of iraining | have 1o do s
much different than raining for 8 mars-
thon,” Gireenlee eaid. "Obviously, [ can't
do a -hour training run for this event.
3o I have to string my training along to
creale an overall benefit,™

Greenlee said h:miuuhhmhhg fo
that of a boxer's training regimen.

“The body takes a real I:H:I.I.II!I:! when
munning this long."™ he said. “So 1 have to
prepure my body to take serious punish-
ment.”

A runner’s state of mind 5 just as
tmportant a5 hix sgate ol his body, Greenlee
said. Fistingly, he programmed nine hours
of upbear music and played it conting-
ously is he mn.

Adtthe four-hourmark, Greenlee hogrped
off the treadmill 1o change shoes and
wcks, A couple of minues later, he was
back on. A few minuies [ater, Cereenlee
suffered the ferst of many muscle cramps
he would experience on his mm, Slowing

ere the BOLD

Meets the RUBBER

his pace, be walled uniil the cramp sub-
sided. He then picked the pace back up
inggain,

As the moming wore on and the gym
got busier, more and more curious on-
lookers crowded around Cireenlee”s tread-
mibll. Many asked him why be would do
such a thing.

A local felevision news reporier ar-
rived. Afier a briefl interview, he was

gone b0 put together & segment Greenlee
would seée at the end of the 10 o'clock
W,

“1 don’t mind people or the media
asking me questions about why | dothis,™
Cireenlee said. “I think it fascinsdes them
io sec a regular-locking guy like me do-
ing sich an extreme eidiraseoe event™

Minued tumed into hours. The od-
Imtl:m left, only to be replaced by new

Eight and a half-
hours inio the man,
Greenlee hit “the
will™ — the pomt
during endurance
events where athletes
test their will 1o con-
tinue, He was ready
lo accept the pain.

“Mow. comes the
time 1 just have to
bang through, 1o
hammer it out,” he
gaid,

In the meantime,
onloskers continued
to . gather, asking
Greenlee more and
T QUesThOns,

“Why do you do
theisd™

*1 enjov tulking o
people,” Greenlee
said. “'We share
thoughts and ideas on
a variety of things.”

Cireenles said maos
of the gquestions
asked by people are
how they Improve
themselves through
fitreas,

" want o resch out
o them and say,
"Hey, youdon'thave
i0 go 1o the extreme
like [ do.” But they
pead o get off the
couch and do some-
thing. Don't let
IOMEONE &4y you
can’t. | was old that
hack when | eoaldnt
do anything Either,
That's what inspired me (o succesd.”

Twelve hours imio the mun, the pain
began to show. An unkle injury suffered
during his record run in 1996 slowed his
pace.

“It"s hurting,” he acknowledged. “But
1've decided to attack. I'm going to ham-
mer through this.™

Al B p.m., 14 boun inio the event, the
last call sounded over the intercom for

RICHARD the LION-HEARTED
Texas Army Guard Sgt. Richard
Greenlee attempts to break his
Guinness world record for contin-
uous running on a treadmill. Spe.
Juan Moreno roets him on.

Bally"s memberi. The patrons slowly filed
out of the building while Greenles quictly
hung on. The o s body had taken
its toll. Bul the-hicar remamed strong,

Throughout the day and into the
evening, Greenlee”s Guand peers visited
hirm, talked to him; did whatever they
coiild to show supporn.

Spc. Casey Tomlin ook o day off from
work o be part of Greenlee's suppon
ke,

“He's n good friend, and I respect him
fior whnt he does,” he sxid.

Ax midnight amved. a3 member of
Greenlee”s suppon ieam popped in the
“Rocky [IN" soundtrack on tho siereo. As
“Eve of the Tiger” cranked out a driving
beat, Greenles raised his right arm, ex-
tendding his index finger. The vibrating
sound gave hirm the mativadion he necded
iy pemevene.

The henr and the will wene there, Bui
the pam persisied,

Still, he moved on. His walking breaks
imcreased. The limp was noticeable.

Twohours later, 20 hours inko the record
quest, Greenlee's face displayed an ago-
nizing grimace as he stopped off the tread-
mill o change his shoes and socks. The
old ankle injury had aken s 1oll. Badly
swollen tendons created & conatant shoot-
ing pain, yet Greenlee refused to end the
suffering.

Perhops Houston Rocket Head Coach
Rudy Tomjanovich has some insight
Shortly after his Team won jts second
NBA championship as underdogs, the
coach observed evenly, "Don’t ever un-
derestimate the heart of a champion,”

Willing himself back on the wweadmill
Greenlee’s lion-sized heart battled (he
consiant pounding of bones, the tearing
down of muscle and the stabbing pain in
his ankle.

Al Z 18 ame, more than 21 hours afier
he began, be ended his quest. The heart
that helped him endure bours of excruci-
ating pain had begnn (o beat ermatically.

“Al some poind you have (o tell your-
self that there will be another day. And
belisve me, there will be another,”
Greenles insisted. ~1'm still the world
record holder.”™

Greenbee’s next attempt i planned for
Dec. 31st. He will call it the Millennium
Run. While be offered no predictions, no
one will question his heart.
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Phatos by MSgt Bab Hatkal
FIT = Californla Sgt. Richard

THE HIGH)

Furtado adjusts the mask of 8 seli-conisined
breathing apparatus during training in Ohio.

RAPID RESPONSE

I is among the many bes-
gong they are leaming dur-
ing ihis year of infense irain-
ing nl places like Fori
MeClellan, Als., Ook Ridge,
Tens., and the Aberdeen
Proving Ground in Mary-
tand. The tmining fir the
operations saff membem, the
survey leams and the medi-
cal people will climax with
minjor exerciss at Fort Kook,
Ky.. in August.

The 16 men and two
women who gathered in Cin-
cinnati mre hardly new o this
business of responding 1o

1

5

CINEIEEHCIeS.

Gram, for example, is 8
I'ur:rr:_rhndp:n.nmﬁ:ﬂ_ﬂu BEST SUITED =
Cemerne Tocoma, Wash, S0lorado SSgt.
and has been a physicians 0 0 1300 P2 OF
gssistant foe four years. He - chemical splash
tiple o sceidents with ¢l PO
vilian police and firefighters.

Capt. Miguel Gorzalez, the physicians assistant for
the Texns team, 18 &n eight-year vederan of the Dallas Fire
Department. He leamed 5 valuable lesson about being
prepared for anything when his fire captain and a fire
ncademy classmate were trapped and burned to death in
a 14-gtory residential building during n Christmas Eve
fire in the late "T0s,

Mew York Army Guard Capt. James Hodn is a former
airborne soldier who eamed his physicans assetant
crodentials af Duke Universaty, where e worked i the
surpery department for a decade.

And Texos nurse Donald Lee House, an Army Gusard
medical sergeant, enconntered a deatlly cloud of chlonne
gas in his hometown when he was a eenage voluniees
firchghter. :

There is no such thing a5 too much training, main-
tained the RAID members, They had completed classes
in emegency prepiredness, chembcal and bislogical

A toxic cloud
of REALITY

By MSgi. HBob Haskell
MNational Guard Hurean

green clood of deadly chlorine gas that

an il wind blew down the main sireet of

his east Texas hometown o doren or so
years ago left Donald Lee House with & lasting
impression about the reali-
ties of harunbous modenal.

“1 saw what this stufi can
do,” he said. "It made all of
us think. Mot everything Is
a4 simple as il seeims.”

*No one disd that afier-
msan i the small town near
Texmrkmm and the Arkasae
border, But the experience
made the 29-year-old medi-
cul serpennt in the Texas
Army Matkona] Guand a
seasoned HAZMAT vetcran
among 18 National Guard
medical people whi focused
on dealing with hazardois
malzarizls dlring Easter’s
Holy Week in Cincinnat,
O,

They belong o Rapld
Assessment and Initial De-
tection (RAIDY) tearns that
the Mational Guard has
formed to help this country
cope with weipons of mass destroction, The
oulgoing House belongs to the Texas team.

He wad un impressionable ieenpger and a
young volunteer firefighter when a cylinder of
liquid chionne sprung o leak a2 a waler treatment
plant near his town s buskness district.

It veas & small leak and no ciuse for alarm,
House explained, until the peaple in charge sub-
merged the cylinder in & tank of water. The tank
uppesd over, he related, and a cloud of chiorine
gas began drifting down the street.

Sgl. Donald Lee House

INSIDE RAPID ASSESSMENT AND INITIAL DETECTION TEAMS

Sudelenly, it was very big deal.

Some of the workers dealing with the leaking
cylinder wepe gquickly overcome by the fumies and
hnd 1o be dragped owt of horm s way, Other
people, up to 20 in all, had to be ondered off the
gireal and out of the siores — fas,

*“We had Lo snnich 'nnd drag,” said Hoase. “We
tuld people 1o get oot of thene right now! We
velled af thiem: *Don't sk qoestiomic Just leave!”

“We pmbbed the people who had gone dowmn
and pal them onio our ireck. Then we picked ap
ns many other people as we could on our way out
af tovw [t was mgss confusion, bt thet"s what
happens in one of those siiuations. Thats one of
fhe things wie have to be maimed o deal with.”™

Donald Lee House has since bocome in emer-
pency mieclical fechmician and i licensed voca-
tiomal narse, the Texas
eqpuivalent of a lwensed prac-
tical nurss. He and his twin
rather Ronald have worked
lopether a5 volunlesr
firefighters and s unbulunce
paramedics. They huve
helped o womon deliver her
habry, They have brodght
people back 1o life. They
have seen other people die. |1
poes with the tefritory.

Danald Hiwise also fined
the Texas Army Gaard's
372nd Medical Supysort Bai-
talion in Texarkuna in July
1954, He was serving in an
ambulance plifoon when he
became the Texas RAID
team s full-time medical
NCOD in Jastuary.

“Iike helpang peaple,”™
siid Howse of the satisfaction
he gets from his job, Ity 5
sentiment shared by those
who savor the challenges of serving the public in
fife-and-death situntions. “It"s like & narcotic.
Opee you do it, yoo et sddicted,” he added,

Joining the RAID team, House said, “is 4 com-
bination of all of my likes.”

He ks combining the nuckear, biclogical and
chiemical training he hos gained from the Guand
with the civilian fire-fighting, paremedic and

since that cloud of chiorine gas taught him just
o quickly people can requine his help,

countermeasunes, health effects of radiation accidents as
well a5 & couple of other HAZMAT classes before going
1o Cincinmati,

*This was my first time in a chemical prolection suit.
It has been a pood hands-on experience,” said Capi.
Pamela Monticro, the California icam s medical opera-
tions afficer.

They also acknowledge they can leam a great deal
mone from civilinn counterparts who have developed
sophisticated methods and equipment for handling haz-
ardous materials. They were told of one fire department s
HAZMAT traaler truck that carmies a goll cant equipped
o carry firefighiers into barge buildings fo search for and
clean up spills.

“The train has already left the station, and we 're trying

o catch wp,” acknowledged Gram

Their military backgrounds are making that possible,
acknowledged Georpe Cromon, the oourse’s robust di-
rector who responded to 243 HAZMAT calls before
retiring from the Sparks, Nev., Fire Depantmeni. He also
helped develop Nevada's HAZMAT emergency proce-
dures.

“They work well iogether, They are willing o leam.
They can commumicaie, And they ask very good and
intelligent questions,” Cronon praised his Mational Guard
sinlenis,

“We hope it nover happens; but we had betier be ready
for anything," sald Gonzalez shout scquining the knowl-
edge that could mean the difference between life and
death for themselves and bott of athers,
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Col. Ray A. Nelson ook command of the
Kentucky Army Guard's 63rd Aviation Group in
ceremaonics held recently st Boone National
Cuard Center in Frankfort, Ky,

The assignment of Nelson, & veteran of Opera-
tiom Just and o former member of the U.S.
Army s special operations svistion community,
tmuirks the: first time an active duty Army colonel
has tuken command of an Army Aviation Na-
thonal Guord brigade-size umit.

Nelson replaces oulgoing commander Col. Bob
Stephens.

Melsmn brings a distinguished lineage of experi-
ence 1o his new position. He has held command
and leadership nssignments with Fort Campbell®s
160th Special Operations Aviation Reglmen,
U1,5. Army Special Operntions Commuand, and the
TIh Amtack Helicopter Battalion, 1005t Adr-
barme Division, and Tih Battalion, 15t Aviation
Regiment, Ird Infantry Division. He recently
completed 4 tour with the Joint Military Commis-
wion, Multmational Division North, Stabilization
Forces in Bomis-Herzegoving.

Besides tnking pan in the invasion of Panama,
Melson's operational experience includes Opern-
thons Uirgent Fury (Grenada), Prime Chance (Per-
stan Gubf), Desert Shickd (Sasudi Arabia), Task
Force Able (Macedonin) and Joint Forge/Guard
(Bosnin Herzegovina).

lowa Air Guard Maj. Suellen Qverton, o legal
officer assigned to the 132nd Fighter Wing in Des
Moines has been selected as the 1999 Amercan
Business Woman of the Year by ihe American
Business Women"s Associathon,

Overon was chosen from a select groap of 1op
ien business wornen of the year, who were se-
lected from i ficld of over BO000 womien notion-
wide,

Dveron enlkated in the Hawkeve Siate Adr
Giard ns a law enfoncement specialist in- 1982
She wus commiszioned in 1987, She has served
s the indormation mamagement excoutive officer,
nircrafi mainfenance squadron executive officer,
chiel of social actiony, and wns appointed as a
judge advocate general in 1998,

In privage life, Ovenon has her own law pmc-
tice in Council Bluffs, lown, She received her law
degree from the Drake University in 1990, She
seryes o0 the lowa state board of corrections and
iz active in her community and several profes-

2nd L& Crarred Hines and Spe. Krivting
Sabastennski, both members of the 1998 115,
Winter Olympic tcam, wene named 1998 Army
Alhletes of the Year.

Hinez, o bobsledder, and Sabasteanski, 3 bath-
lete, were two of nine soldiers who qualified for
the 1908 ULS. Olympic team that competed in
Nagano, Japan, last February. Both are Guard-
members on the Army”s World Class Athleie
Program (WCAF) based st Fort Carson, Colo,

Huriling through steep, icy chutes at 90 miles
an bawur is ot "s iden of sport, Hines:
said, but he likes the rush, Hines began bobsled-
ding in 1992, putting to use the strength and

Col. Rey Nelsan (1aft) accepls

command and a piace in hisiory.

Maj. Suelien Overlon,
American Dusiness
Woman of ihwe Yoar.

Capt. Tmri Harberi (lefl)
lakes o hold ol Oklahoma
history.

speed he developed playing football and ruming
truck at Southem [llinois University.

The Tennegsce native enfisied into thal snte’s
Army National Guard in 1906, He went on sctive
duty when he was scoepted ino the WCAP, His
strength and specd a4 a side-pusher and brakeman
o the two- and four-man bobsleds helped his
mmmwﬁﬂqmm“
The six-foat, 220-poand soldier was tapped 1o
be the brakeman on-the fiflar-man sled that mirsed
a bronze medal by 02 seconds in Nagano -- a
thrilling but painful moment, Hines said.

"]Ilnﬂln'tlmﬂ!mwlduhaupu,llw
Iike being there all over and experiencing
the same harrible fecling: But | knew I had 1o
keep watching until I coubki go on and put that
behind me.™

Sebosteanski stiirted pamicipating in the:
shat comiines crose. ooy shliig an meks-
manship & o stsdent ui Custleton Sute College in
Vermont, where she wai 8 cross-country skier.
She 15 an admindstrative specialisi with tho New
Hampshire Amny Guand.

Sabasteanski finished seventh, one place shy of
a i to the 1994 Winter Olympics in Lille-
hamimer, Morway, then won the 13-kilometer
event ut the 1996 Military Workd Games held in
Framce, In 1997 she was mnked thind overall in
competitions leading o Olympic-team bertha.
Although an Olympic medal eluded her in

- Napmnn, Sehasteanski wid the highest American

finisher in the women's 7.5-kilometer speing and

hielped the women's relay team 10 a | 5th-place

ﬁnﬂhhl‘uﬂﬂbrﬂ].ﬁ binthion team at the
Olympacs.

(kdahoma Army Guard Capt, Terri Herbert
became: the first woman 10 serve a3 commander of
the Headquarters Baoitery of the 45th Field Artil- -
lery Brigade in Enid.

*There are not many jobs in the Army for
women. [ would say thal the Army has come o
long way,™ Herbert said. “l am excited ahoat the
new =

Before coming o the 45th FA Brigade. Herbert
served as a chemical officer. The Tulsa resident
enlisied into the Air Force in June 1978, Ten
wears later, in October, she enlisted into the Na-
thomral Garard, She wis commissionsd
Offecer Canafiddate School in Joly 1990,

M3gt. Kelly Smith, a Georgia Alr Guard Re-
eririting and Retention NCO, was swarded a cov-
eted gold badpe for being the 1998 Recmiting
and Retention NCO of the Year for Region 111

She was selected fior this award over other

-applications from 13 southeast and southwest
stales,

She will now compets far the national title,

After coming off an active duty Air Force toar
a5 an mir traffic controller, Smith joined the Peach
State Abr Guand in March 1988. She started re-
cruiting in August 1991 with the 117th Air Con-
trol Squadron in Savannsh, In July 1993, Smith
transfermed to the 224th Joint Commantications
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Texas Army Guard para-
troopers jump into Germany,
establish friendships

By Aaron Reed

Texas NMarioaal Giard

aybe it was that adrennline msh,
Mnr ihe wiew of the snow-

covered Bavanan Alps on the
i pon, Maybe it was the blast of cold air
hifting the jumper’ faces at 130 knots,
mcare than 1,200 feet above the earth. Cir
miayhe it wad the pndr. they Felt at flying
6,037 miles from San Antonio, Texas,
andl nrmiving on-tmrged just 14 seconds
early.

O, mearyhe it ws fast ... well, the fun of
it al1 that put the huge grins on the: para-
troapers’ faces when they hit the mani-
curned drop rone ol Alienstadt, Germany.

“This is always adrimatic way Lo'enter
a couniry,” xksored 55gi. Mark Burilen
after parschuting ot of n Texes AirGuard
C-130 over the German Alr Trapspon
windd Adr Landling Schoal, “If yoa have any
lack of motivation for any reason, itends
here”

Bartlett, a member of the Texas Army
Croard 4%th Armored Division's Long

Surveillance Detaclhiment, is typi-
cal of the individuals who took part in the
Lone Str State Anmy Mational Guand-
sponsofcd joint jumpmaster exchange. A
masier parachatisl who has served on
Jump status for more thana decade, be his
logged in excess of 1) maliary stale
lime jurnps.

They call people like that master blast-
e, sky gods. By the time they pam-
chuted into Germany, the 12 members of
the team: had moked up more than 130
yveurs of combined parschisting cxperi-
ence, and an astoanding 3,345 mdlitary
and civilian jumps,

“It's not umisual to have one of IWo
very experienced master parachutists ma
smnl] unit out at the B2nd Airbseme Divi-
wiom, bt vioul don't msually Tind this many

with this much experi in one
umit,” sald SFC Mark Dunlip, NOD-in-
charge of the |0-day exercise that in-
cluded 1he Marine Comps Reserve’s dih
Reconnaissance Batalion, the Air Force
Schoal of Asmspace Medicine sndd the

Germon Army’s Parachute Test Com-

pany S5

Col, Guy Jones, chiefof the ULS. Army-
Europe"s Specinl Operntions Theater Sup-
powt Element, called the opemtion a “per-
fect example” of joint and Allied assets,

"You have a Texas Alr Ooard alngraf,
German parnchutes, ULS. soldiers, air-
menand marines, and German paratroop-
ers — il working together.”

Jones, the man who invented “air supe-
riarity grey” - the color of the LS.
military's High Adimde, High Opening
parachutes, said the exchange of ideas,
and exposure to differcm procedures be-
tween the sister gervices and the German
paratroopers, i important.

“You estnblish professional melstion-
sliips thnt are very, very usefial when you
have o execule' combined operations,”
he noted. *Plos, it's a great enhancemerit
fo MATO interoperability.”

As the former commander of the
Army's alite Golden Knights pamchute
feam, Jones knows something about qual-
ity soldiers.

*T have been impressed by the level of

"competence in o great many of the reserve

component units 1"ve seen in Bosnia and
Europe over the last three years.” sisd the
Army’s senior-most arbome officer in
Europe,

That competence was in evidence dur-
ing the exercise &s 333 parachules were

deployed with no injries,

The Gumrd's airbome sucoess i no
surprise fo Marine Corps Guonery Sgi
William Moaee, the 4th Recon Batialion s
active dury tridning chief and primary
jumpmaster who has worked with the
Texas Army Guoard bafore.

“Every time we jump, we invite the
Giuand umpers, and vice versa,”™ Moone
explalned. *The Army wrote the book on
parachuie operations. By us working to-
gether a5 much as we do, it"s ng.n-ndway
to check each other.”

Abthough the focus of the week™s ac-
tivities was on the ability of Germans and
Americans to exit the C-130 together in
mid-fTight, the Germans provided other
frining opporiumiies,

Soldicrs with Parschute Test Company
B0 hosted weapons familianzation and
qualification atanearby mnge. LS. troops
wvied for the German Army Morksman-
ship Badge, or “Schwsensohmer,” by fir-
ing the new C-36 axsault fifle, the vener-
able: MG-3 machine gun and the P-8 9mm
pistol

Mare than half the Americans quali-
fied, with several caming the prestigious
gold badge equivalent to the LS. Army's
expen marksmanship badge.

Afterwespons qualification and aquick
lonch in the field, the Americans and
theirhists donged full rucksacks fora 20-
kiloameter | 12,4 miles) forced muneh back

Pholes by Aaren Raeed
JUMPIN' in GERMANY — A
German soldier (top pholo) falls
toward the Altenstad! drop zone.
Texas Army Guard SFC Paul
Callaway {above) checks a young
German soldier's parachute. LL Col.
Rick Weyrick (left), the Texas Guard
pirborne commander, rolls-up his
parachute after a jump.

i the S0k 's home al Landsberg Kaseme,

*The rmuad manch brought me back o
relity,” snid Camnery Sgt. Edwand Craz
Jr, shaking his head. *The shooting was
fun; 1 didn't qualify expert, but [ had a
good time."”

A "pood fime™ was one of the goals of
the operation, scconding to Col. Friednch
Jeschonmek, commuandant of the Crerman
Air Transport and Air Landing School.
The Germun Army’ s senior prbome of-
ficer said the after-hours socializing be-
tween the Cermans and Amencans was
just as important as the dawn-to-dusk
parnchule operations,

“These woldiers may have o go o
Bosnia or somewhere else with American
soldiers one day,” said Jeschonnek, the
former commander of lils country’s con-
tingentof NATO s Implementation Force.
1 want them toremember the friendships
they mads here, and know that they can

The relwctance with which many Tex-
ans bognded their C-130 for the Night
hme wis evidence that the allies were
clearly some distnnce down the road o
establishing those friendships Jeachonnek
weanted.,

Bartlen, who spent nn active duty four
on the East Germian bonder of the height of
the Cold 'War, was wistful.

“1 woald have trmded a year of my first
tour here for this ong weelk™ le wabd,
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* Presidential Flight e« Jayhawk Haulers + Herculean Effort

THUMES UP = Ghana Presi-
dent Rawlings tries on a
helmet before lake off.

His Excellency Jerry John
Rawlings, the president of Ghana,
pHoded a 113th Wing F-16 during
his first official visit to the nation’s
capitol.

The Ghana president was no
siranger 10 high performance mir-
craft, huving Mown in lalian-made
Maeke jeis as a flight Heutenont
{mvow retired) with the Ghana Adr
Farce, & well as Iulan Tomadoes
in Germany,

Alr Guard Lt Col. Jeff Johnson
flew with Rawlings during an
hour-long Might that reached
specds i 350 mph.

“He (Rawlingx) sxid, “This is the
mast incredible aireruft I've ever
flown,™ Johmson recalled.

“He flew about a third of the
time and we put it (F-16) through
its paces,” Johnson added. “He
really got a lot out of the fight
more thin most. His experience
was evident,”

NEW MEXICO

More than 70 members of the
Land of Enchantment National
Guard helped ring in the gubemato-
rial reign of Gov. Gary Johnson by
SUPPOTEnG sctivities surrounding
his recend innuguration - his seg-
ol

Gunrd volunteers provided a
soldierfarrmen n:_ﬂur guard presen-
tation, o Blackhawk helic
fyover and a 19-gun, 75mm How-
itter sahute. Mlusic was provided by
state Guardmembers with the 44th
Army Band.

Abont 250 members of the 1901
Air Refueling Wing have relurmed
froan Incirlik Alr Base, Turkey,
afier supporting Operation North-
em Waich.

The Topekn-based unit also sent
five KC-135 refucling tankers. The
first sircraft lefi Topeks Feb, 24
and returned in early April,

The 1HER teamed up with Ajr
Cluardmembers from the 1715t Alr
Refueling Wing, Pi, to provide
serind refueling for aircraft patrol-
linge the mo-fly zone over noihem
Irag,

"We train io be world-wide
gualified, and even though we were
half-a-world away, our fully-
trained perionnel cammied out their
duties in an exemplary manner,”

Photo by LL Col. Mie Wasers

said Ciol. Rufus Forrest, 190tk
commander.

GEODRGEGIA

Fhodo courtesy of tha Gacegia Mational Guad

More than 300 members of the 165th Airlift Wing,
a C-130 Hercules unit, recently retumed 1o their Savan-
nah International Airport base after serving three
months supporting Operation Joint Forge from
Ramstein AB, Germany.

The Peiach State nirmen relieved an active Air Force
unit from Pope AFB, N.C., shuntling supplics and
peacekeepers to Bosnia, More than 25 Guard and Re-
servie ihits-from across the country also were involved,

While deploved, 165th crews flew more than 1,100
soties detivering 3,700 ton of cargo and over 10,000
troops. They also boasted a 97 percent mission success
rate despite weather conditions, mechanical problems
anid operational changes.

HERCULEAN EFFORT — A C-130 Herculas
{left) flown by the Peach State Alr Guard's
165th Alrlift Wing taxis on a runway In Europe.




{ HISTORY

* The Air

Guard's

Transition

to Tankers

To become more relevant, Air Guard
leaders fought to adapt its force

Foregoing Fighters
for

fier the Korean War the Air Guurd s arsenal of

aircralt was overwhelmingly fighter jets. [twas

a situation that many senior Guard leaders feancd
eoild lead to ihe force”s axtinction,

In order io sarvive, the Arr Guand would have 1o
broaden its horizons. With a concentration of Cuard
miszions mited 0 o small pres of Deépartment of De-
fense i , the Adr Guard was left vilnerable i
potential program changes. A well-balanced Alr Gud,
they concluded, would be in s best inieresis.

By 1960, the Guard had begun 10 acquire special

m’mﬁ_ﬁ,ﬂfﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂmmﬂ srrmdegic airlifi mis-
r'f,_,.dr# Ip overcome this dangerons vulnerability.
- Aarreﬂhﬂh;wlhmumjmmmmmlhuﬂ:
AlrGusrd sddedtoiisex-
panding 1:|-|:|1'|:!'I!;|ll'ﬂl of fly-

participate in i apparcsily
came from the active
farce,

It was driven by two
prumary factors, Firel, sig-
pificant mumbers of jet-
powered KC-135 iankers
had begun 1o enter the Alr
Force™s inventory replac-
ing older and slower pis-
ton-driven sircrafi like the
KC-97. Second, the Air
Force had contimued 1o
neglect the Army's mo-
bility requirsmenis.

The latier reality was

_f '

facilitnied the need for the US. 1o de-
webop a wide range of military capabili-
ties, including conventional warfare.
The House Armed Services Commuii-
1ee ad formed 8= 1wl Subcommir-
tee on Matkonal Miliary Airlifi™ beaded
by Sodith Carolina Representative
Mendell Rivers to examine America's
The Rivers subcommittes endorsed
the recommendstion thal some iankers

encourngod :umﬁmnmnh:rnfm
versions to tnker and iu:u::s:: mirlift

More and more Air Guard units
transitioned from fighters 10 conven-
tionally-powered aidifters and lankers
duning the 1960 as the Air Force con-
veried it tanker and strafegic airdift
inventonies o jets. By 1960, 16 of the
AdrGuard’ s 92 flyimg units wene operal-

surphus 10 active duty Alr Force needs ing lnrge aircraft.

should be placed in the air reserve foreed. *  The Air Guard s fleet of KC-975 had
To help overcome the stratepic airdift asignificant impact on the component’s
shortfall. it recommended that additional ]. training and global mobility. To dem-
C-97 squadrons be established in elther H’““ 0008 | ogirue the effectiveness of a progrm
the ANG or the AFRES and that KC-97 Alr Goerd Historian to improve the readiness deficiencies of
tankers be transfermed to those reserve ' Air Guard fighter units during the 1961

commponenis. It alsosuggestad thot, once

C-124 “Globemaster 11°%" becaine excess o Air Force
redquirements, they should also be trunsferred o the Aur
Guard and the Air Force Reserve,

The Alr Force Assoctation®s Al Matbonal Guard Coun-
cil also formed o specinl committee 10 stody airify
resuuirements in early 1960, ls suady, which was widely
circulated to Congress, the Department of Defense and
the Air Force, advocated a large buildulp of airlift capac-
ity in both the sctive and reserve forces. The council also
suggested that some Air Guord units be given KC-97

Berlin mobilizmion, they refoeled 19
Air Guard F-100s and 12 RF-84s dunng “Operation
Ready Go™ in 1964 — the Abr Guand's first major over-
sead traiming exercise 1o Europe.

“Ready Go" was the brainchild of Brig. Gen. Willard
Mallikan, the Districtof Colombin®s § 13th Tactical Fighter
Wing commander, He had asked Brig. Gen. Howard
Markey, afederal judge who commanded [llinois"s 126th
AlrRefueling Wing, if the Intier’s pinkers could
an Alr Guard fighter deployment to Europe. Millikan's
joal was o dramatiee the significant improvements in
the Cinard’s readiness and
I!:lﬂ:lll.l.l:.'ﬂ:l.l!hl:lhﬂﬂll:l'-:lt
since the Berlin Crisis,

During thit crisks, Air
Giaard F-84s and F-E6s had
taken § month to prepare
for overseas deployment.
Then, it had txken a week
for 216 Air Cioard fightors
to island-hop across the Al-
lantic Clcsan 1o France in
“Diperation Stair Step,” pri-
imnarily becanse they hnd ot
been equipped for mir-go-
nir refueling.

Markey enthusinstically
endorsed Millikan™s pro-
posal: Theythen convinced
the Guard Bancan 1o sup-
port if. In the summes of
1964, Quard fighter and re-

tion “Big SlamfPueno
Rico,” conducted i March and April 1960, where Alr
Foroe refuelers were unable jo move massive amounts of
avintion gasoline 0 Pueno Rico from the U.S, As a
result, the Military Air Transport Service and the LS.
Continental Army Command recommended that tanker
aircraft be tranafermed o the Alr Guard and Air Force
Reserve when they became excess fo the Air Force.
The Air Force began to buy s modernized and signifi-
caniiy airlift flest after President John F.
Kennedy took office in 1961, Kennedy-and his Secretary
of Defense, Roben 5. MacNamara, were determined (o
expand America’s military power and mald it into a
more effective policy instrument. They replaced the
existing strategy of massive nuclear retalintion with a
new one known as flexible response. That strategy
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FUELING the FORCE - An lllinols Alr Guard
KC-97F refuels a Prairie State F-86F during a
iraining exercise in 1961.

tankers (o ensre an gerial refoeting capabdlity to suppon
the organization’s fighter nirorafi.

» The Alr Goard received its first KC-97 nemiad fankers
between July and August 1961, During that period, the
108zh Fighter Interceptor Squadron (F15), 111, 1264h FIS,
Wis., and [45th Aeromedical Tmnspon Squadron, Ohio,
converied to KC-97Fs and were redesignated bir refuel-
ing squadroas. :
Thie Kennedy sdministration s *flexible response ™ siral-
egy and the Guard's desire to preserve all of its existing
flying units, with the most modem aircraft avalable,

connmissance - aircrafl
crossed the Atlantic in about
nine howurs and were ready 10y imining sorties within 45
minutes of their arrival in Germany, For Guardemen, the
operation demonstrated that they could rupidly deploy
combat-ready forces (0 Europe and other polential Cold

War {lashpoint.
Since the Cold War's end, Auﬂuud!tuh:n have
played critical roles inreal world from Kosovo

1o the Persian Gulf, The ground work for those contribo-
tions were Inid during the carly 19605 when Alr Guarnd
leaders worked 1o preserve its force structure while
adapting to changing tmes.

Thint shift from fighters o refuclers — bolstered by the
arrival of the KC-135 — also allowed the Air Force and
Agr Geard to poccommodaie the Army's need to enbance
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DESERT WARRIORS —
Maryland Air Guard SSgt.
Kaith Alal (rear), a 175th
Wing crew chief, helps
Pennsylvania A-10 pilot
Maj. Lydell Sullenbarger
before a recent mission.

Air Guard A-10 unifs saming

Distinguished
Desert Deeds

By Li. Col. Chris Cleaver
Peransvivarte Narionel CGuard

eoping Saddam Hussein out of

Southern Irag has become the

full-time concemn for three Air
Ciuard A-10 ymits currently enforcing the
line in the sund from Al Jaber, Kuwait.

High winds and desert sandaorms are
just some of the battles nearly 1,000
Guardmembers from Pennsylvania,
Maryland and Connecticut participating
in Operntion “Cisarded Skies™ have en-
countered while patrolling the southern
no-fly zone, Air Guard crews have logged
some 70 sorties weekly.

During a recent visit, Secretary of De-
fense William Coben referned to the de-
ployment as a “Ratnbow Coalition,” de-
scribing each unit"scontributionas a color,

He lefi little doubt fhat he was impressed
with the Guard's work i this diffSculi
theater of operation,

With each staie pssigned as lead it
for amonth, Masch saw ihe Philadelphin-
based 111th Fighter Wing at the helm.
For many members of Pennsylvania®s
miget historien] flying unkt, it was a retum
trip. Some four years ago Keysione air-
men proved their proficiency, a legacy
they would repeat on this deploymen.

“Our aircraft ore working well, our
training sonies are good and our suppon
people are opbent,” reporied Col. Jim
Skiff, 11 1th commander.

CMSgt. Tom Gillespie, acting produe-
tion superintendent, cchoed his
commander's asscasment.

“The fiving & going well,” Gillespic
said, "W have nod misted one mission,”

While their primary mizsion is to fly
and maintain A-10 ai Guardmem-
bers augmented nearly every shop on Al
Jaber, From avionics to weapons, citizen-
pirmen provided important suppor, and
in some cases, illnstrated their expertise.

55gr. George Roach, a civilian televi-
won phoftjoumalist and ieacher with ex-
tensive video expertise, augmented the
region’s communications flight. In short
onder he was able to repair the security

Phoios by Lt Col Ghris Claaver

GREAT in KUWAIT = Pennsyivania Alr
Guard A1C Ed Stewart (top photo) checks

alanding gear before flight. CMSgt.
missile prior to a desert mission,

forces” close chrenin ielevision.

“We don't have people with that type
of experience,” said Maj. Paul Suarcz, the
active duty communbcations flight com-
mander, “IC's different iechnology and it
was a mission that nesded 1o be done.”

While this is Roach™s first trip to the
desert, formany 11 1th members 1@ was a
timie (o compare notes.

“In "95 we slept on cots and the tenis
were the older style with flaps.” recalled
MSgt. Eddie Stevenson, NCO-in-charge
of operations. Today, troops enjoy raised
fioom, captain’s beds, color iekevizion

William
Meade (above) Inspects a sidewinder

and more.

“One thing has remained the
same,” Stevenson sdded, *The
food: it was good then, and it's
good now,”

During the deployment & fow
A0 pllots did fire missiles ol
Irnaji inrgets, However, with force
preservation the overriding phi-
losophy. A-10 crews were fo-
cised on search and rescue op-
eraiions,

“"Combaf sesreh and rescoe isa
very grutifying mission; we just

we don't ever have o nse
it," sand Lt, Col. Steve Sischo,
I 11th detschment commander.

Par of that search and rescee mission
respongs force meant teaming with HH-
60 Pavehawk crews, Combining the
Pavehawk's side-mounted, 7.62-mm
machine guns with the A-10"s 30-mm
coannof, 8 downed pilot conld feel secure
knowing that an abundance of firepower
would arrive to help in short order.

For some, the deployment o Al Jaber
was i look to the future. For others, it wos
A way 1o comprare the past the the present
Forall, however, it was proof, once ngain,
that the Air National Guard A-10 com-
mumity can get the job done.
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