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FIRST LADIES:
Women pionsers

remambered fir
ponitribition

Guard humanitarians help Honduras rebuild

W Task Force Sula: South
Carolina engineers raise
313 million ‘Horizons'

. BF MREL TN

H.;:l.l'.l’-l.ll'll:r.l' Chuord Bureaw

irst he built it Then he blessed it

The modest two-room bome SSg1.

Richand Mincey helped butld for &
Honduran family left virually homeless
since Inat fall by Hurricane Mitch was
just one example of how he snd other
Guard men and women touched
the heart of Hondurss following
th opening coremonies forn 513
muillion Mew Horeons ¥ aimani-
tannn miszion Feb, 24,

A self-emploved carpenterwho
also served 21 the Task Fore
slla chaplain, Mincey showed
detegution led by James Crengan,
Linived States ambassador to Hon
duras, ithe home he hmed other
Ciaard md Reserve volunieers
butlt in n comficld near the north-
em city of Bl Progreso.

"May God make this 4 house
that will be His hotise here m
Hondurs,” prayed Mincey, be-
fore presenting the seven mem-

bors to help improve the opportunities for
schooling and health care that they would
want for themselves,” added Creagan
beside & cement-block clinic being built
by Soith Carcling Guard soldicrs,

Brig. Gen. Don Roberto Larzarus
Lozano, Honduras' Vice Minister of De-
fenme. weleomed ithe Amencans to his
homeland s Sula River Valley foe the first
of this year"s military engineering and
medical, exercises helping to promote
peace and stability in Central Americw

“Asp we speak, 5 second set of projects
15 ready (o begin in the Aguan Valley o
restore moads and ey of communication
and to-open new possibilites for ourneigh-

F'Iwb;h-r Mgt Bod Hisakni

bers of the Pedro Antonio family  BUILT-IN BLESSING - SSgt. Richard
with a picture of Jesus Christ . Mincey (above), a carpenter studying to
wiek imto the Bxsier season. The become a pastor, bulltand blessed a home
3l-yenr-old isstudying to become for a Honduran family. South Carolina
a Nazarene pastor. Army Guard engineers (right) cut through
Observing that President Will-  reenforced metal bars.

haem Clinton vowed the U8, would
help its Central American neighbors dev-
nstaled by one of the strongest Atlantic
slormms ever reconded, Cresgan tald ap-
proximately 100 people atiesding the cer-
emony thai “ouar men and women in uni-
form in the Mational Guard and Reserve
uniis represend the best of this trdition in
the U.S,

“They hove cometo Honduras as neigh-

bors in that [northern] part of the coun-
try, said Creagan,

Maj. Gen. Stanhope Spears, the Pal-
metto State’s adjutant general, und Brig.
Gen. Harry Burchstead, deputy adjotns
peneral, also atiended because 138 Army
Guard engineers from that state formed

B HELPING HONDURAS, Page 10
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Birth of an international reporter

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
Natonal Guard Ruréau

ecording history can be like

walking down a dark alley. You

never know if you'll get smack-
od in the head.

Thit's how | remember the miny
Wednesday moming of March 6, 1996,
in Brussels, Balgimm, A paece of world
history was aboui to slap me in the
foce, and 1 didn't have a cloe it was
COMEME.

Furthermore, [ never dreamed it
would lead to April's Morth Adantic
Treaty Organization sammit here in
Washingion, DL, for new members
Hungary, Poland, and the Crach Re-
public = mughly three years lnfer,

Here's how it happened.

[ had flown io Esrope to cover thut
year's visif by Lt Gen Edwand Baca,
Chief of the Mational Gusnd Burea,
and nearly hall of this counry's siate
adjutants genernl, There were more
starn om that plane, i seemed, than in
the Milky Way,

It was all prefiy new to me, Four
months carlier [ had been the sports
editor for the dakly newspaper in
Banpgor, Maine, focusing on high
schoo] bazketball and the University of
Maine hockey program's difficuliies
with the National Collegiate Athletic
Associntion.

It wias n very big deal until the Na-
tional Cioard Bureau beckoned me o

Wishington during Christmas week
1995 to repart on Army Guard units
being mobilized for peacekeeping du-
ties in Bosnia.

* I had been a public affairs NCD
recording the Maine National Guard's
activities for over 20 vears. | had macde
1 few REFORGER trips 1o Germany
befione the Cold War ended with the
crazh of the Berlin Wall in 1989,

But | never dreamed thar 1"d be si-
ting in a crovwded room ai NATO head-
quearters outsule Brossels furiouwsly
taking notes as diplomats from the three
former Warsaw Pact countries implored
oamr Mational Guand generals to help
ithem ged inte NATO, Bangor, Maine,
suddenly seemied 4 long way away.

Robert Hunter, the 1.5, smbassador
1o NATO, made n compelling and very
gquotable case about how the Nathonal
Ciunrd could support this effort becaise
of its four-year-old State Partnership
affiliations with Eastern Eunopean
countries anxions o leamm the lessons of
democracy.

The three diplomats, smbassadors
from Poland and Hangary and a general
from the Crech Republic, were fiot
kichling. They wanted thetr coantrics
admitied to MATC in the worst way.

They hoped their associntions with,
respectively, llinois, Ohio and Texas
and Mebrasko, would help their collec-
tive cause.

This was big stuffl This was the
bigpest story | had ever — ever — cov-

ered. This wos something right out of
The New York Times, 1 had grown up in
small town Levani, Muine. Tt was called
being maised “in the sticks,” An educn-
tion degree from the Uiniverssty of
Maine, 23 years od the Bangar Daily
Niews, and a'book | had suthored abouat
& Maine Civil War hero were the high
PeMnEE On My resmme,

I was not exactly prepared 1o venture
into the main stream of indernational
diplomacy for the Guard Burequ,

NervousTdike a cat trapped in o dog
kenmel,

The day did not go smoothly,

I realized, for example, | had l=it my
NATO security pass in my room on the
12tk Mioor sfier | had boamded the bus
with all of those geserals ouiside our
hotel. I bolied back into the holel 1o et
that pass, hoping the bus would be there
wihen I got back 1t was, Thank God.

I ditched my small tepe recorder affes
being informed that electronic devices
were nob permitied inside NATO.

| kepd my camera and then worried
that someone would ke it away from
me. | thought wbowt heding it. Bat I'd
ook like | was eight months pregmamt if
1 triedd b0 carry it ander my remcont, So
1 huang ibe bag from my shouldet ani
walked o NATO headquarters, hop-
ing no one would say anything. Mo one
il

That day"s apenda read disarminglby
simple: A meeting with the three for-
eign diplomats and Ambviasador
Haunrer, Once the meeting started, i
was obwvious that this was no ordinary

get-together.
W see NATO, Page 4

By Lyle Farquhar

Comtirienty 10 iness Wifgobnndimmsd angafmil ||

“Regrettably, Sgi. Davis, sub-section C, paragraph-4 of your aulo club contract prohibits lowing during maneuvers.”
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= ‘Oak' Ousted

* Fraternization Explained

* Tuition Benefit

Goronet Oak mission grounded

M Sad Occassion: Ceremony
honors 20-plus years of humani-
tarian support in Latin America

By L Col, Jean Mirie Beall
Marviand Nationa! Guard

hey wene all invited 1o the parfy. And many,

out of respect, cams. «

They flew in from Georgia, Moryland, West
Virginin, Texas, Oklnhoma nnd Wyoming, each ionch-
ing down where itall began 32 years ago st Howard Ajr
Base, Panama.

Brig. Gen. John Schnell, now chiel of Staff of the
Maryland Air Guard and 4 C-130 pilot who has flown
many Coronet Oak missions, spoke on the Air Guard's
behalf,

“I"m honored, bui also & bit saddened, to be pant of the
closing ceremony for this great misshon,” Schaell sadd.
“Smce 1977, Air National Guard units have rotsted into
Ponama 686 times. During those 686 rodations, we have
flown in 2,058 aircraft — C-130As, Bs, E. and Hls, H2s
and H3s

“In terms of people,™ he continued, *37,730 positions
have rotnied into this base. | say positions, because many
of those 37,730 positions were repeat visitors. Once bere,
everyone wanted o ¢ome back."”

Some of those missions required Air Guand crews 1o
fly routine re-supply drops to various Latin American

The party, or the Feb. 17 closing ceremony for
Coronet Oak, wis remembered by crew mem-
bers who flew the humanitarian mission with
palpable saddest.

1 felt like | was g 40 o wake," said Maj.
Michael Castalidi, 5 C-130 pilot in the Maryland
i Gluprd”s 1 75th Wing of the anit’s last mis-

The fimt Comonet Oak: mhission was [own in
April 1977 by an active duty crew from Stewar
Alir Force Hase, Tenn In October 1977, the Adr
Guard and the Air Force Reserve were given the
mEssion.

The first Ouard unit deployed, for what was
then called Volant Ouk, was Californin's 146th
Adrlift Wing. The unithad deployved three months
earlier 1o take 35mm slides of various linding
strips in Ceptral and South Amecrica, These slides
were then weed In mondatory safety bricfings for follow-
on crews, Then Maj. Tandy Boseman (now Maj. Gen.)
wiis e aircraft commupnder on that mission.

The ceremony lself was simple and classy, with a few
commanders répresenting the Air Force, Air National
Guand agnd the Air Force Reserve, making briel com-
menix,

Pholo by Lt Col Joan Mana Baall

SOLID AS OAK - Georgla TSgl. Steve Harris, a C-130
crew chief with the 165th Airiift Wing, gets his aircraft
ready to fiy one of the lest missions out of Panama.

embassies, Hut, a5 one Tennessee C-130 gew coald
anest, there were times when cango hauling took on a
penloasly new meaning.

It was on July 19, 1979, that Capl. Lin Holly piloted a
Tedth Tactical Airdift Group crew —temporarily based in

M Sec CORONET OAK, Page 11

Army releases new fraternization policy

By SFC Connie E. Dickey
Army News Service

fficers and enlisted soldicrs
Owhnutd.ﬂ.ingllvcnm:]r:ﬂ
b oy o end their rela-
tiotalip, says the recently released
LIS, Amy policy on fratermization.
That edict was just one of the
tenants spelled out in the new “good
order and discipline™ palicy that re-
vises Armry Regulstion 600-20,
Besides restricung personal rela-
tipnships between soldiers of differ-
ent ranks, it also lmits privale bosi-
ness dealings between officers and

enlisted soldiers. While the policy
diszs nid prohibit transactions such
# selling & car or renfing & hoose, i
does restrict the lending of money or
emering into long-fenm business part-
nerships,

Cuard men and women also will
be accomndable 10 the palicy.

Cuard officers and enlisted sol-
diers canmot date if either arc on
active-duty lours or serving o full-
time Guard or Heserve posilions.
However, iraditional Guardmembers
who have relationships that ere pri-
miarily based on civilian scqusing-
anceships are exempt. Personal rela-

tions between Regular Army and
Reserve componend soldiers are also
allowed, with the same stipulation.
The new policy, officials said, is a
result of a directive issued by Secre-
tary of Defenss William Coben Last
July for the armed services to align
their fratemization policies:
Assisiant Secretary of the Army
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs,
Patrick Henry, said the policy re-
flects the need for the military ser-
vices (o have sandard rules becanse
of the increasingly joint chamcter of

B sc: GOOD ORDER, Page 13

NATIONAL BRIEFS

Jordan's [ate King gets lift

In a gesture of respect, two F-16 fighter
jets provided an escort Feb, 4 for the royal
plane carrying Ihum'ﬁnl.ui;l i1 King Hussein
- of Jordan back home.

The White House asked the Pentagon to
provide the honor gusnd, :ﬂdﬂnhm
m’ﬁh&ﬁmﬂn 148th F
the Minnesota Air National

They nccompanied Hussein®s plane
‘Rocheater, Hin..ﬂhtﬂ:h:lmn.m
Maye Clinic, hmul::-h:qu-ﬁu.whm
the jets turned back. -

Mutions] Security Council spokesman P.J.
Crowley sabd the escor was intended “as 2
demonstration of oar mEufurm
lh'ulclmndlru:lﬂfm

e ON GUARD
March 1999



= O CR

NATO

From Page 2

Thankfully, my photographer
friend, MS5gt. Jobn Thamton,
staried recording the Kodak
momeis, | sal against the wall
and began filling up my note
pad, praying 1 would not mn
out of paper; wishing for my
impe recotdar.

Oither things concemed me.

= The Gioard Burean s poblic
affairs chief, Dan Dosolie,
wis pan of the delegation. |
figured that if | booted this
siory, 1"l be on the next fight
io Bangor. -

¢ The new Lnpiop 1 had
bought for the trip didn't work
nk afl like 1he desktop computer
in vy cubicle back in Virgimia.

= [ could barely see the notes
| was writing because my pood
reading glasses were back
Iz, Biposkoen.

= | wished | had gone fo
Princeton.

Somehow, everything came
together.

Twenty-ecight years of hum-
menng ol stores aboal dis-
contenied collegs smdents,
traffic accidents, fires and
basketball games for weekly
and daily newspapers derved
me well.

I wrote the MATO piece as
my eves strained o foous
through my old glasses

The story passed Mr.
Donchue"s musier — after two
or three rewrites.

It was published in the
Army’s Soldiers magazine the
following June. “The (Gumrd
Cioers: Inlernational ™ You can
look it up,

That meeting became a mile-
stone in Bdward Baca's fouar-
vear kegncy ns the Mational
Gaiand’s global geneml.

And this April 1 get 1o wit-
ness the ceremonies and cel-
ebrations for three nations once
contidersd communist enemies
as they join ane of the world's
premicr alliances for peace,

Did my story aboat that
Wednesday mesting outsids
Brussels help the catise of
wiorld peace? Probably not. Bui
I'd like to think of it as chicken
soup. It probably didn®t hurt.

There are some things [ do
know as we appmach the his-
toric NATO summit. The
laptop’s working fine. I'll wear
iy good plesses And [ won't
forgel my security pass.

Kuwait deployment ‘endurable’

[ d

W Eye on Iraq: Air
Guardmembers from six
states making due in desert

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

Watonal Cruard Burean

-3 ot Town have become important
| places for nearly 250 members
af the Adr Mationsl Craard who sre dis-
covering some of the comfors of home at
gy mir baee i the middle of Kuwait's fat
and baron deser

Hiog Rock is the dining hall. Camel®s
Hump is the MO0 club, Pilot Town = &
comgilex of irnilers where the officers hive
Pwo 10 I Toom.

The base of 1300 Air Force personmel
may not be heaven, bat it is hardly Bell for
the Air Guard people from six states.
They have come together o help patrol
Iraq's southern no-fly zone in more than
o doren ground support, tank- killing A-
10 Thisnderboles,

“There are nof many amenities,” re-
poried Maryland Adr Goand Maj. Craip
Wackford. “The recreation cemler mcs bo
schedule many events o occupy. bndi-
widimals” free tirne, However, there ks not
a groal dend of free ume. 0

*Everyone is working 12 ormone hours
per day supparting operations. The high-
light of the day is paraking in ihe jce
cream in the dining facility, Hog Rock,”
Wackford added.

He is the executive officer for the 104th
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron that in-
clodes ppproximately 2000 Adr Guard pi-

!’ H og Rock, Camel s Hump and Pj-

lots and support people from Maryland,
Pennsylvanin, Connecticul, Massachu-
seits, Michignn and Alabama Another 40
Guprdmembers are pulling personnel, eivil
engineering. commumicaions and secn-
rity duory.

Muoryland Col. Wakier Thilly commuands
the Adr Guard squadron thal bogan sup-
porting Southern Watch operations for 90
doyson Feb. 1. The A- | (atrernft pne from
Muoryland, Permsvivania and Connecti-
Cul

it 1= @ lense ome n the Persan Cialf
because I,r.nl.]l wmplunc_u and atr defense
gyatems have routinely chillenged and
targeted allied aircraft since the Desen
Fox mbaile attack in mid-December.

Allied pilots have retalinted with mis-
siles; and the allics had nof suffered any
camuabties nor lost iy planes to date.

“Chur first week of flving was affected
by the wozather. However, we have besn
able to fly spproximately 30 sories,"” re-
ported Wackford in mud-February. The
A-10 pilots have been performing their
primary close mir support, combat seanch
and rescue, and forward air control mis-
slons.

The weather has been mild with highs in
the mid-T0s and lows in the 505, explained
Wackiond who said it reined on Feb. 24,

“hiost people wre surpnsed with hosy
chilly it gets in the desert this time of
vear,” he reported. *Tn foct, wehave people

bianket for theer
beds."

Although the Air Guardmembers are
eight or nine time zones from their Amieri-
can homes, they are handly Eolxed from
their loved ones,

*The e-mail and morale call programs
are the best | "ve seen (during ) five deploy-
ments,” observed Air Force TSzt Robert

Fortenberry, the 312nd Air Expedition-
ary Giroup's public affairs chief al the
base,

“Ciranied, the pools are st dovn and
ouidoar sponts are af a drag, but the food
is considenad by many bo be excellent,”
the base spokeeman said

“We have cable lelevision everywhens,
wiith some relmbifity,” Fortenbemmy con-
timued. “Thene’s something going on ev-
ery night at the recreatwon center; we
have @ very active chapel program; and
thie exchange kn't 1op bad, considering
the conditbons, ™

Typical of sny military opermtion, liv-
ing accommixkations vary by mnk.

CHTicers and some senior noncommmis-
sioned officers are i W ) I OO
Other NCOs ‘aré Hving in expandable
shelters with five to aroom. The otherin
the unit are living in 10-man tents,

Maryland pilots flew most of the
Cluard's A-10 missions during the first
o, Aircrews from Pennaylvandaand
then Connecticut will take on the mis-
i i March and April.

The Guardmembers mre also making
their mark in other ways.

“The unit is atempiing o leave the
base better than when we amived.”
YWackiond related. “As & unit project we
belped improve the Camel's Humgp, We
painted the nterior and improved the
lighting. We hope the inprovements will
muke the club more mviting.

“Ome of our members, M5ge. Emse
Hancock, (a civil engineer), on his off

*“With the weather we have been cxjpe-
riencing, it i3 these linle improvements
that make life here endurable.™
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* Celebrating Women's

History

Month

pioneers are poised to

make combat history

Led hy
LADIES

By Maj. Stan Zezotarski
California Notiowel Guard

he firi woman 1o be a
peneril officer in a com-
bat unit could emerge
from the Californin Army
Cluard" s 40ch Infamry Division,
if any of thei sinie’s 00 lady

ventrsnal thanking.

According to Maj, Gen.
Edmund Zisk, division com-
mander, each woman |s posi-
tioned for greater responsibil-
iy,

“I'think that it"s historic that a
combat division has 10 female
afficers in baitalion commands
and key ataff positions,” he said.
SOH the 1 sctive daty and eight
Grunrd divisions, this one is
unigque for having that mony
wmnen in key positions.”

The women amd their posi-
fions mre as follows:

= Lt. Col. Nancy Cooper,
fid0eh Military Intelligence Bat-
talion commander,

=Lt Col. Barbars Poole, 240th
Support Battalion commuander,

= L1 Col. Charlotie Miller,
340th Support Batralion com-
mander.

= Lt. Col. Diana Helsing, 240th
Signal Battalion commander.

* Promiotable. Maj, Jane Mare
Anderhold, 40th Infantry De-
tachment Rear Operations Cen-
ter commander.

« L. Col. Dominic Archibald,
40th Support Battalion com-
mander,

* L1 Col. Sergine Humphreys,
Division Provost Marshal.

¢ Lt Col. Branch MeClure,
Division Personnel Officer,

= L1 Col. Linda Harrel, Divi-

sion SiafT Judge Advocale.

= Col. Dorcas Eaves, Division
Surgeon,

Harrel and Eaves anc befieved
1o be the first women 1o serve ks
a Division's judge advocate and
aurgeon, respectively.

The ascension of these Golden
State Guardswomen isespecially
telling given thai nearly 93 per-
cent of the 40th Infanry Divi-
sion is male.

Women started making in-
roads into Army combal wnits
nearly a decade ago thanks 1o
loophole in the Direct Combat
Probability Coding or DCPC,
That sysiem had traditionally
m:duhdwl‘mnurﬂu
in direct cormbal
ever, it did not specify whuha:
or not 4 woman could move fioe-
ward from a brigade rear bound-
ary lo deliver supplies or fix
equipment. Tt also did not limit
how far & woman soldier could
travel during & fempomry ex-
CUTEion.

It was this vagueness that al-
lowed many women in the ac-
live and reserve components o

prove their mettle during Desert
Starm, and prompt then-Secre-
tary of Defense Les Aspin to
broaden a womeh"s fobe in oom-
st

“I was a civilinn law enforce-
ment afficer fior 15 years."” said
Humphreys, “1"ve always had
that kind of expenence. In the
MPs we're are m close as we
could get 1o combat.”

CGiiven combat's fluid nature,
Helsing sald the law makes
L=

“li allows me o provide the
units the suppert they need 1o
win on the batlefield,” she said,

Althoogh ground combat po-
sitions currently remain closed
0 women, the revised lnw
opencd promotion doors and
opporunitics for women Io vie
for posts occupied by colonels
Eenerals.

The 4(h’s women are taking
full sdvaniage.

“I've_been selected for the
Army War College this fall, so
I'm leolcing forwnnd to putting a
star on some day,” Eaves said

Lysk said he hopes o pin the

Phodo tny L1 Col. Diswg Harl

- Anderhold (left), Humphreys, Miller,
{":unpar Zyﬂ. HllmH Helsing, McClure, El'li'ﬂindl‘nuh

{Archibald not

make up the California Army

Guard 40th Infantry Division’s top 10 women.

divigbons First woman genersl.
“There's ont brigsdier gen-
el slot in each division called
the assistant division com-
mander for support, and ii*sopen
fo women,” he said. “I's my
hope, that before | retire, one of
these ladies will be an assistant
division commander.”
Serving aa infentry soldiers is
the secondary mission of all-
combat support and combat ser-
vice support soldiers, Zysk
nobed. They mist be knowled ge-
gble abouol, and skilled in. the
survival iechniques necessany o
survive on the batieficld.
“Combat is serious business,
80 everyone who serves in it
must be a combat leader and
infantry soldier, regardless of
whether they serveindirectcom-
bai wnits, combai support. of
combal service umits,”
Zysk said. “T insisd that all my
leaders, regandless of gender,

mieel the qualificathons and dem-
onstrate the leadership necessary
io hald the position,

“These women eamed  thedr
joba,” he added. "They realize
that they must be prepared fo
fight as infaniry saldiers, if nec-
eazary, and that they could risk
being thrust info combat with
litde waming.”

Ir's & possibility each of the
division-s wWomen oneers suy
they are ready 1o face.

“lt"s never crossed my mind
that ['d be a battalion com-
mander,” =aid Lt Col. Nancy
Cooper. " Advancing to brigade
commander or generl officer
does not occupy my thoughts.

“Wy muin focus is 1o got the
job done that Thave right now,™
she noted, "and 1o prepare my-
self, and my subordinaics, for
any contingencies.

“1I"l let miy perfonmance speak
*for itself.”
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RABIES DROP - Texas Army
Guard Spc. Jorge Ramirez
(right) and Mark Green load a
conveyor system with gray fox
bait (above) aboard a plane.
The Guard helped drop more
than 2.7 million rabies baits.

Texas Armv GGuard spends a

month helping neighbors

fight coyoles, gray loxes

Taking a BITE
out of RABIES

By Sgi. Len Butler
Texas Watiomal Crugrd

" hike fricmds and relatives were

W making and breaking resolu-

tions, some members of the

Texas Army Guard brought in the new
wear by joining the Gght agains rabies,

Working with the Texas Department of
Healih and the Texas Wildlife Domage
Menngemeni Service, 20 Lone Star citi-
sen-soldiers spent most of the month of
Janunry paticipating in the anmual Chral
Rables Vaccinution Program (ORVFL

The rabies vimem has clakmed at Jenst
fouar lives in Texas since 1990, and mon
than 2.500 pecople in the town of
Fredrickstrug have taken post-exposure
vaccine imjections,

Since 1995, the Texas Oiuard las been
a key player in the fight nominst the oat-
break of & pa.l"l:il:l,ll.ﬂrl}' virulent siram of
the disease thot forst appearsd - South
Texas in 1985 and quickly spread morth-
winnd,

This year the program kicked off near
Kingsville with 3 coyote bait drop Jan. 5,
confinuing with the gray fox portion of
the campaign a1 Fort Stockion in westem
part of the state. The effort wound dowsm
in Predricksburg Jan. 31.

Guandmembers helped drop more than

2.7 million rabics baits from thiee spe-
cially-equipped DeHaviland Twin Oner
girplanes supplied by the Ontario (Canada)
Ministry of Naturnl Resources. The fish
meal-coversd covole baits resemble and
are ahout one-third the size of a granola
bar, and contain a wax pouch with liguid
vaccine. The fox baits, bowing o the

rabies vaccinafion program of its kind in
the world.

For the [irst ime since 1995, pll of the
Guardmembers who staried the program
stayed for the entire length of the month-
long mission

“For me, this is an sdventore,” said
Spe. Jorge Ramirez “I'm geiting o see

creatures’ sweet partsof Texas that
tooth, are mmde of I probably would
:;ijw{mmdh dog & It’s a valuable tool o :;:‘ﬂ- :
with a vii- Y 0 meol &
nilla-flavored Coansdian for the
vaccine pouch, that ﬂ'ﬂt ﬂﬂl}' re- first time,” he
The bails — & added. “And we
tasty morsel for ﬂﬂBES the ﬂll‘Ellt tﬂ mre all working
mnvmgilkg weld I-|'!|;|.|_El:|trr HE &

animals — have

human life, but also

feam,”

provien an effec- ORYE Direc-
e the health care costs - £r2x M tere
ofes and foxes, - = sald that afver
Since the begin- associated with more than half a
ning ‘of the pro- . decade of partici-
gram, there has the VIrus bb pution, Guard-
beena 97 percent members remiun
decline in animal DR. M. GAYNE FEARNEYHOUGH aniniegral pamof
cases of caning Direclor, Oral Vaccinathon FRabses Program  the opemtion.

rabied in South “They did an

Texas. Since the operntion moved o the
western and centra] peghons of the siste in
19H, there has been an B8 percent decline
in cases of gray fox rabies there.

This year, the baits were dropped in an
area covenng nearly 34,000 square miles
in 48 Texas countles, It |5 the largesi

exceflent job this vear,” Feamey-hough
safed “The continuity was very valuable,
and it wes critical in stabilizing the crew
assignments and the overnll program.
The Ciuard soldiers once agsin wene a
freat asset,”

Saidor “Hoppy™ Turman of the U.S.

Phiotos by St Len Batied
Department of Agricalture Wildlife Ser-
wice said the Matonal Guand 15 being
counied on more than ever.

“iDhur jobs here are changing,” Turman
said. “The soldiers who have been work-
g with us over the years have become
more active in lights as well as the logis-
theal operations."

Turman said what Texas has bearned in
dealing with its rabies problem can be
applicd to other sinies and couniries,

“We could be making history,” Turman
said. “There are governments all over the
world wadching what we di,”

A delegation from Mexkco spent sev-
eral dayw observing the South Texas leg
of the progmam this year, And Hoben
Halz, a rabies control official from Cisio,
also was on hand 1o ohserve the program
i his state trics 00 find weays bo comtaim mm
outhreak of mives i mccoons,

Hale said the Ohio budget for mbies
control is small compared 1o Texas™ an-
nuial bodpet of 54 million. And, in Ohio,
moch of the work is done on the local
level using firefiphiers and police.

“Oihio could learn from Texss iniis s
of the National Guard,” he said. “The
agencies involved here are very icam-
orientedd, very motivated and professional.
I omi impressed by that,

“This s what we hove to sirive for in
Odhio i wie are 1o pul anend (o our mecoon
problem,” Hale added,

The Texos ontbreak was first detocted
in 1988, when two canine epizootics (epi-
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AABIES HELIEF = Texas Army
Guard PFC Oscar Aquilar Jr. (inside
airplane), PFC David Ortiz Jr. and
Pvt. 2 Luis Alvarez (smiling) load
rables bait for a drop.

diermibcs in the mnimal kingdom) weee iden-
tified: a coyole strain in south Texas, and
o gy fox strain in central and west
Texas,

Both stirains spread quickly over 69
Counthes.

The Health Department reacied with
masgive pet vaccinnions in the affected
areas. In addition, public awareness and
cdocation was up. Treatmend also
wiais made more widely available for indi-
vidoals who suspected they had been
infected. Then the response kicked into
high gear with the first ORVP airdrop
misshons m 15995,

Cunrdmembers this year did cvery-
thing but fly the airplencs. 55g1. Joel
Saenz, a member of 3rd Bartalion, 141m
Infantry, and Maj. Ruben Alonzo of Task
Forve Texas, were even troined s -

=A rl.l.l'luli!HIl" witches the drop zones,
operuies the convevor sysiem, and kecps
count of the mbies baite being dropped,
explained Saenz, a native of La Jolla,
Texns. “Mavigators also maintuin safety
by watching for welephone and power
lines,™

Saene raid he had to leam how bo read

Phicrits by Sgi Lasn Buter
flight plans o ensure the aircraft sayed

AN CIMTSe.

The three bright velbow Canacan air-
planes ane specially-equipped with a con-
veyor sysiem |0 deliver the baits one-by-
one, each deploying out of & chiute af the
Iottom of the plane®s faselage. To cnsure
accumcy, the airplancs maintain in alt-
tuche of a just 500 feet,

The low altitude made for some jolting
flights. Airsickmess also was o constani
threat. But some Hghi-hearied peer pres-
sure by the Guardmembers wos one way
o handle sour stomachs.

“We kid around with the guys who
come off the plane holding o (nir-sick-
ness) bag," said FPC David Ortiz Ir, "B
everyone's been there,”

Dhespiio the threst of nirsickness, Ortiz
said he would like 1o come back next vear,

“It°s great seetng the military and civil-
iuns working together, having lots of fun,
and it’s all for o good parpose,” he said.
1 wish this could last a Bule longer.”

As the program's director, Fearney-
hough said he expects the rmbies mission
to continue into (he next century, stress-
ing that the altimate goal is to pootect
people

“We have requesicd additional fund-
ing,” he said, “We have alotof suppart for
the progmm. It's a valaable ool that not
only reduces the treat to human Life but,
also the health care costs associnied with
the wirus.™

IN THE NEWS

Army seeking more
recruits with GEDs

By Gary Sheftick
Army Newex Service

fier missmg this fiscal

year's first-quarter recruil-

ing goal by 2300 soldiers,
the Army is taking a look at ac-
cepting more recrits with high
schasil couivilency degroes.

**This notion that quality is de-

fimead by being a high school di-
ploma groduate has pot s in e box
that is really hurting our abilicy io
recint,”’ Secretary of the Army
Louis Calders said,” The Army has
miany fine soldiers now with
GIEDs, Caldern ndded, explaining
that yosmg people with GEDw
shioildin't be harred from military
service if they can demonsirate the
“degire und the ability 1o be suc-
ceweful,”

ARI developed a iest to measure
miotivation smong recruits. Called
the Assessrment of [ndividueal Moti-
vistion, or AIM, the test lias boen
pedministered fo about 20,000 re-
eruits o far. Abow 2 00 of tese
recruils have GEDs.

Under a current Department of
Defense policy, no more thusy 10
percent of recaits can be GED
holdens. Officials said if the Army
wants to accept more than 10 per-
cent, Caldera would request relief

the Army's first Hispanic Leader-
ship Summit held recently in San
Antonbs, Texms,
d'Fl:tH;nmﬂltnmnnﬂh-
aded Texas Congressmen Ciro
Rodriguez und Charlie Gonzaler,
and Gil Coronado, director of the
Selective Service System. Coro-
nado dropped out of schoal af aze
15 and joined the military, He later
weel o b0 receive | GED und re-
timed froim ihie service x @ oolonel.
“The militnry opened more doomn
i iy fife thion 1 ever thought ex-

Caldora ha directed Assistant isted,” Coronado said.
Secretary of the Army for Man- Rodriguez, who represcnts the
power and Reserve San Anonin distric,
AfTnirs Pairick i H 3 sauidd that research
Henry to develop a Yﬂﬂ dﬂ'n t has identified seven
A TECTUIEE ' oul
58 have fo have  drpoutofhigh
Tht s W those is academic,”
ostcad designedo B AIplomato  Rodrigoessud
provide benefits for "The other six-ane
the Army i peﬂum not."
!h!i’lll.tl'l'.!.:lllh\.\‘L pa Rodriguer said
Army that many Hispanic
m?ﬁﬂmr: ﬂEtﬂf‘Fﬂlﬂl‘” sfudents drop owt of
cruithng s main- - high &chool (o help
talninig & quality LOUIS ROCCO  suppont their fami-
force,” Henry said, ~ Medal of Honor recipient  Jies.
“Eaming s GED “I think that the
should not preclude otherwise Army b5 an instination the shoakd
gualified and motivated young men ot write off people in America
and wommen from serving oar na- who need & second chanes,™
tion in uniform,” he added, “They Caldera said.
have taken the initiative to cam a A number of the Army's top
recognized high school equive- NOOx have been GED holders,
lenicy, nnd tunt initiative can trams- sccording to Army personnel offi-
Inte into swecess in the Amy.” clals, including two former sergeant
A small task force under Henry majors of the Army,
is trying to isolate attributes, quali- Medal of Honor recips
fications and skills that will jden- Roceo also kad a GED.
tify those potential recraits with As a sergeant first class, Rocco
GEDs who are most likely to be camed the Medal of Honor in Viet-
successful in the Army, an official nam'in 1970 for carrying eight in-
said. Life experience such as jobs, jured soldiers across 20 meters of
scouting and volunieer work may exposed termin under fire. He did
be taken into scoount, he sdded, 1o this despite having a broken wrist,
see if these play a factor in one’s fractured hip and soverely burmed
potentinl for relention. hands suffered moments earlier
The task force may also look at when his helicopter was shot down
other research, he said, such as & on the way to pick up the wounded.
stity being conducted now by the *¥ ou don't have 1o have a diploma
Army Research Inatimie for the to perform an act of valor,” Rocco
Behivioral and Social Schences. « eanid,
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Hard lesson
LEARNED

By 55zt Mary Annn Loncaster
South Caroling Matiesal Guard

| erving is 8 school district bownd
. member for 8 Soulli Carolina
«.s county for 16 years hax certainly
given John Benjamin “Benjie™ Rikard a
good lden af what it inkes 0 build 2
schao,

Henow has a new perspective on batld-
ing them.

Rikard spent two weeks m Febnanry
helping constrsct o cemednd block schoal
in Hondures s 8 mem-
ber of the South Curo-
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stmte departrcnt has to approve il Some-
nmes we have o make changes,”

Rikard said his board alio secks the
invilvemenl of the communily when
they "re building a school thal will serve
the seardy 2500 students it educates

“We try o Mo owi what they would
like po have in theé schoole,” he explaed,
“We tell them haivw' imach maney we lave
fior ithe project and we work from (ha
stndpoimt. The bleeprimi is drown o o
Amenican standonds,

*The specifications for bnlding {in
Honoduras) wre nof like what we hove in
the states,” lie sdded.

Back bome in Lexipgion Rikard is 2
quidity control mechanic for a tire com-
pany. He also owns a plumbing and elec-
trical buginess.

“Here, concrete blocks can vary in size.
We have to adapt and make i come ouwl
right. We try fomake i work, mnke it safe
and create o pood, quality product,” e
ndded.

Benjie Rikond has discoversd anodher
difference betwoen ediecation in the LLS.
and in Honduras,

His threedenghiers, Robbin, Heidi and
Lauma, have funhersd their education

ling Army. National
iClgand, The sl ser-
poant with the 122nd
Enginees BHatlalion's
Company B from
Brigiburg-Leesville
hias spent 35 of his 54
vears i the National
Chizard.

That batitalion spent
the Iaat two wecks m
FPebruary building &
three-room achool in
the willage of gl
Porvenir del Nooe thal
was devasialod Inst fall
by Huwrricana Mitch.
When finished, the
school will fenture in-
door plumbing and
plenty of windows,

After two weeks of
taboring in the hot Hon-
duran sun, Rikard hes comcloded that
building n school in & Latin American
country is different from boilifing ooe in
the United States.

“In the stales you have 1o hove licensed
and bonded contractors to build s schoaol,”
he noted. “In Honduoras, our Mational
Guard troops included civilian engineers,
folks who work in chicken factories, a
truck driver and even s night club
boumnecer.™

Thers were other differences,

“All bids (in the sates) have 0 go
belore the sinte board for apgeoval,” sakd
Faikard who has boen involved with three
school corstroction projects tofaling $15.4
million for Lesington County's District
3. “Omce the state board approves i, the

Phetis by MSEL Bob Hasksl
GETTING BCHOOLED - School district board
member SSgt. Benjle Rikard noted the alarming
differences In educational opportunities for
American and Honduran chiidren.

thanks 1o five South Caroling MNatiomal
Ciuard Association schodarships oo oo
iry that puts a preminm on higher leam-
iog.

In Hondures, smill children cannot go
io school unless they have such basic
necessities as pair of shoes; o pencil and
s pad of paper. This promipted Rikard's
hometown of Batesburg-Lecsville o col-
lect pencils and pads donated by mea
stores for the new schools. His schoal
district is providing desks.

Combined with the cement blocks that
Motional Goardmembers like Bikand oe
laying in Honduras, childmen from that
Centmd American now have scanething
in commaon with thisir neighbors from the
mrth = & chance for a nicher fubwre.

e i

A one-page letter to
President Jimmy Carler
helped Colleen Hickman
realize her dream

Approved
BY THE
President

By MSgt. Bab Haskel)
Nagional Guard Bureas

alleen Hickman of Sulphar;
‘ Okla., waa 36 of thar day in
1OED when her som eaid one

of s jundor idgh school wachers- -~ NI

hdugpﬁﬂmmhllnlh:
ﬁtﬂniﬁhmﬁmr wis not & good

That did et set well with
Colleen's firefighter husband who
lonid chorse B bit duringg four years
ihe Adr Porce,

Why, young Hickemnn preased,
hanilid men feel the need to join the
mlitary and not women?

- Mo decided it was time (o pat op

'"Ilfa.-r:lr.d mﬂqqumuwm
ﬁlﬁuh}uhms
l
muﬁmuﬂuﬁu
mﬂuwhw.uﬂmﬂ
mnm No one scemed 10 be

Fuﬁhuint Hdnlﬁmtﬂh
wﬂh'!ﬁr#mﬂm
sign up.

That got resilts. First shie
enll from the Peotgon H:r
tha her medical skills could indeed
‘be utilized. Then she gt a call from
the Oklahoma Armry National
Gﬂ:d.ﬂn]nlrﬂﬂtmlmh
as an Army Guard second Heulenan
in the Medical Corpa.

“1 dicin't know the National Cusred
had sy nursing slots,” explained the

mdmmmmw
ered bow military service cin expand
one’s horizons,

* She has been an Army Guard ourse
im:Jngn; She eaned her figt name
wings during twi years ki the Ailr
Ghaird, She volunteeresd for three
yeary of active Aroy duty in 1990,
Just in time to experience the it
pation and prepacations for the Pee-
sien Calf War.

s this 1w wecks safi-
#eﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁiTﬁm

-ﬂukﬂﬂhd’ﬂﬂﬁuﬂﬂnﬂ

“unid Reserve troops.
'lhhnunhui:mm
Horizons 99 task forces belag sent 1o
cum Republic this year 1o help Central
American people rebitld from Last

:ﬂr’idnllﬂluhminmu

'I‘hen‘]*huﬂ-tmphl:dhy
nert pown Chat has been buidl on a
caitle ranch beside tho city of £l
Progreso, 30 miles from the Carib-
bean Sei. Heal ailments, dehydration,
maleria und injuries 1o peopie work-

‘ing on heavy constreciion projects

were among the primary concems for

the chinical staffled by L.t. Col.
Phillip Nokes, an seeistat professor
of family practice &t Oklahoma State
University.

Fellow Oldnhaoarien Maj. Gary
Adlinms, i jumior high school ieacher
and conch, w the medical officer for
the task foree that will resnadn i B2
Frogresso through May.

Al 55, Hickman has the caring
eyes, fhe closely cropped hakr and the
scasoned himds of 8 veterun murse,
She s & communily nurse who drives
somme | 200 milés each manth caning
fior paticnts across Murray ond Caner
comities near her sethern Oklabwna
howne.

The Fort Huschuen hospital in
soisthern Arirons was her Amiy duty
station i 1950 when the winds of the
Gulf War bogun blowiing scross this

Whmﬁu&
Was n lot of wounded

care.

She was also told wo be eady 1o
ship out for the Peraian Qulf with the
secomd wave of roops. That call
nover came becanse the February
1991 ground war aguinst Ing lested
jmat 100 hours and produced far fower
cusualties thun anyone thought pos-
sible. LS, deml and wounded ioealed
T from w fonce of 467,535,

" really Felt bet down because |

iighn't gt to o, Hickiman sckoowl-
cdgesl, “Bat | was also relicved thst'
20 few of our soldiers were killed
and wounded.™
m&mﬁfﬁmm =
Mhﬁﬁ.lnqmdl{nﬂm-
mdm“nﬂwmn
thon it ]

As for Hickman, 19 years
uffer refusing 1o be put off because
the military dida’t wont ber, she
fermd berself om anotther kind of
from fine. She helped care for ULS.
citizen-soldiers and aizmen wis
were building schools and chinics for
their bert but pot booken Central
American cousins.

“Hmeans so much o me o be
able to help people while ['m wear-
ing this uniform,” Hickinen refated.

Allir ook waa a leter o fee presi-
dient.
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LINKING with
LOVED ONED

By 55gt. Mary Anna Lancaster
Sonth Carpling Natipaal Guard

oot palms swaying in a gentle

breere to a melodic beat of exolic

birds could give the illasion of o
tropical vacation in northem Hoodures.
However, the inoessant bum of geners-
tors intermupted by the frequent thunder
af helicopters helped e:nnir many back o
reskity:

Reality, and heavy doses of i was sasy
Iix find for 400 1.5, National Gused and
Reéserve troops helping the Central Ameni-
ot mation 1o rebuild after fas fall's Hur-
mcans: Maich,

Ankle-deep muod (hat turned & trap (o
the shower i2nd inio an obsincle coume
precied tmoops when it riined. Combine
that with the dusi-eating condithons cre-
aled when the sun came out, and any

© ilhesions of paradise were quickly shat-

tered forthose supporting Joing Task Force
Sl thowseands of miles from teetr homes.

Enter South Carolinn Army Gused Capt.
Richind Bolan.

The sk foree's electronic and oom-
mismcations officer is trying o bring a
little Wi of home o the il of 2,700
troops who will spemd two-week rota-
tions al the Sala base camp on & cattle
ranch near Bl Progreso through May,

He is their e-mail man.

A member of the Palmeno Stae"s 11 1th
Signal Banslion in Greenwood, Bolan s
tasked with ensuring that the camp keep
in touch with the rest of the world by
franamitting and recetving  messages
thropgh communications snellites,

Thar inclodes & personal e-mail mes-
sage service that Bolan began on his own
Electronic matl, Bolan knows, kas be-
oot the high-tech commumications (oo
of the 1990s,

“Last September. during the plonning
for this exercise, one of my persomal
objectives was 10 figure out how (o pro-
vide e-mail services for Momale, Welfare,

=South Carolina
l;‘-npl;. Richard Bolan devised a way
for deployed troops to falk to loved
ones in the stales,

und Recreation,” Bolan explained.
“Cince on the growmd, T figured ot how

fo-provide those capabilities,™ he ndded.

Bolan set up shop in Hondwras in Jang-

Ary.

Armed with & digital camem, plaged
oirtside the MWR tent, Bolun devised a
way for troops o ialk directly to loved
ones back homse, Surprisingly, he repormed.
the affer to transmil c-mail messages
with digital pictures didn’ catch on ini-
Hnlly.

That all changed in Febroary when the
enlerprising captain took sevenl pictines
of & female medic for 4 bulletin board

= poater that read, “Valenine' s Special -

E-mail yearr phovd o o loved one.”

Later, a cook working the night shifi
woke up Bodan 1o see il be could sling
Copid"s arrow clectronically, Shortly
thereafter, Bolan reported, the service
ek of T Tike wild i,

"I would ke their ploture, wile their
c-mail message and seod it o8 “bocket’
in the compater 5o that when [ logged on,
it wonld automatically send.” he i,

“Orriginally, | sent 23 digital piciures
and e-mails 1o solders” homes,” Bolan
nelledl,

With one small problem. Many of the
subsequent replies firom loved ones inthe
pimies Tailed to include the name of the
solcier it was intended.

“1 had queite a time trying to locates those
soldiers,” Bolan recalled. 1 had to pull
the pictures up on screen and comect
each Lo Ame.

“To remedy that problem,”™ he added,
"1 started putting messages on each -
muil naking the senders to include the fll
name of the saldiers.™

Gradually, Bolan nasted, “word spread
likoe peanmt butter,

“I hodd lines of people nmdmg outxide
the tent wanting to send e-mail bome,™ he
said, “especially with the digital pictures.™

Within 10 days, he repocted, he had
sent about T5 e<mails with pictores.

Although his primary miseion is to
ndvise the task force commuander about
the capabalities of the electronic commis-
mications equipment, Bolan has now be-
come & link to loved ones back home.
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DIRE NEED — A 4-yoar-
old girl suffering from
malnutrition and tuber-
culosis rallled many
Guardmembers.

ELPING

ONDURA

the lnrgest group among the sk force s
400 military workers focusing on six
profects during the first two-week mola-
Hon.

Fifey Air Foroe Reserve civil engineers
From Ohao and Louisiana had alresdy dug
two water wells and were building o
gchool, Other Guand soldiers came from
Alabarna, Ciclahoma, New York and Ten-
nestee. Sevenly Honduran infantry and
Enginser troops were also engaged.

"We are here for nation building.” said
* Spears, “The Undied States needs ouor
help, and the Soath Caroline Army Ma-
tional Guard fits perfectly into the pic-
ture, Becmse of downsizing, the Army
ikt hiad 1o call on the Guesrd so much more
than in the past. It has worked out well for
ids 1o take on this project.”

Three two-room clinics, four three-
room schools and three water wells in the
notthern region became the focus of the
sk force in' mid-Febraary as the winter
rains gave way o another blistering Cen-
trad American SUmmer,

Two units that rofated easlier budlt the
tent-city base camp on a cantle form fve
miles north of the Sula River Valley ity
of El Progreso.

A total of 2700 Guard and Reserve
troops will spend two-week rofations
working the projects, providing basic
medical and dental aid to Honduran
people, feeding troops and maintaining &
Mect of 300 vehicles through May.

It is the tip of the New Horitons 99
iceberg that has grown in size since hur-

nicanes Geoorges and Mitch
ripped up puris of Latin America
and klled aver 110K people
last fall, Congress approved on
additional 556 million for the
additional work in early Janu-

Imitially, for example. the
Army Guierd was tusked to di-
rectasingle task foroe and 2,500
Gruard soldiers were scheduled
for Hondurns duty during e
first half of this year.

That number quickly esca-
It v 100, D000 destined for duty
in n half-dozen msk forces in
the Domindean Republic and

¢ Micaragua as well as Honduras,

The timetshle has been extended ta Au-
gust,

The Mational Guard is directing three
of the five additional msk forces thai will
also: employ troops from most of the
Uinited States” reserve forces.

Furthemnore, the Guard's task force
originally scheduled for the western
Lempirs region of Hondurss was redi-
rected 1o the northem Sula Valley within
o moath because of Hurricane Mitch's
fatal impact thit wiped out entire villages
and tumed thriving banana plantations
into endless acres of mid.

A lod ol people are watching.

“1 believe you arc doing a greal thing
here in Honduras,” Gen. Dennis Reimer,
the Army’s chief of staff, 10ld members
of the South Corolinn Army Guard's
1230l Engincer Battalion dwring o visit
on Feb. 16, their first week on the job.

The vear"s additionnl task forces will
focus on rebuilding rosds and bridges
twiped oul by the humcanes’ floods and
mudsiides

Sula’s emphasis is on schools and clin-
ics for Hondusan whi nesded help
before Mitch hit the region last Oct. 29,

Two clinics thnt will serve a ol of
5,300 people living in 14 villnges outshde
of-El Progreso were between a gquanier

WIFED OUT = Carofina engineers
dirt in a gravel pi where a
small village once axisted.

and half completed before the opening
ceremonics. Both projects were ahead of
schedule,

“We're ahead of schedule, and there's
0 reason why we can't keep op this pace
as long as the weather cooperaies,” sad
Mississippi Army Guard Lt Col. Roaald
Lasziter, the task force commander.

“1 am really proud that the Americans
are coming into this area and building
these climics,” said Dir. Maria Elenas Reyer,
the area's chief medical officer for the
past three years,

The highest mie of AIDS in Central
America, severe nespirmlory  infoctions,

Photas by MSQL Bob Haskall

BUILDING m FUTURE -
South Carolina Spc.
Leonard Freeman (abowve)
places a cinder block.
55gl. Michael Burgess
{right) works with an
Honduran Army soldier to
bulld a medical clinic.

lems are the scourges of the
Honduran people, saidl Reyver.

The single public clin wnd a
Tl-bed bospital in El Progreso
wre already overwhelmed by the
micdical demands of that city s
98,000 peaple, she sibded while
esconting  Guand  representa-
tives through those fecilities.

A d-year-old pirl nnmed Morma, suf-
fenng from malmoirition and berculo-
si%, who sat in a crib and starved Blankhy
ol her visitors helped punctuste the
doctor’s poink

WNomna i3 one reason why the Souoth
Carolin troops have adophed the miotho
“mission phes.”

"It means going way beyond the call of
doty,” explained L. Col. Steven Vinson,
commander of the Edgefield-based bai-
takion that ks provisking three rotations for
ihe task force, The members of Company
B from Batesharg-Lezsville led the way,

These Guard soldiers have collected
ions of medical supplies from hospitals
back home for the new clinics in Hondu-
ras. They have obiained shoes, pens, pa-
per, desks and computers for the new
schools, The Lowisiznn Adr National
Guard few more than two lons of those
supplics to Honduras aboard a C-130
with the Spears delegation in time for the

Guardmembers hove also armnped for
water purification units 1o be sent to Hon-
duran towns,

* " Misshon plus’ means you don 't work
with just your head and your hands,”
Vinzon explained. *You work with your
leart.”

10 wohs™
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Buckeye contingent deploys
to Lackland to get refreshed
on Air. Force basic training

By 55g1. Shannon Scherer
iy Nationn! Guaed

he homror stores sseockiled with

hasic training aboat tough drill ser-

seants, grucling menial and physi-
cal conditioning and homesickneas afe nu-
merous and well documented.

However, for 33 Obio Air Guardmem-
bers going back to basic training meant
reflecting on a vivid past and leaming
about the present,

Memibers from each of Ohio"s flying and
ground units recently to Lacklond
AFR_ Tnzm‘ijpm of Air Force haske
irnining. A Buckeye confingent has made
e trip every few wears since the early
19%0s to ensure its members are kept up-to-
dute on the changes at Lackland.

This year's group included recruiters and. retention
manapers, commanders und ireining specinlisis.

“There s o ot of support from the units forour strength
management team,” snid Larry Mallett, recruiting and
redcition superiniendent, “The siabe staff really saw the
need for this and they made it happen.™

O the first day st Lackland, the Ohio Guard men and
women were given & tour of the obstacle course, Basic
trainees are cxpecied to nm it twice during thewr six-week

*We want all the trainees to attermpit the course,” sadd

SSE James Rabel, o training instroctor. “We no longer

Back

Photo by SSgl. Shanmon Schomr

o BASIC

do m timed-run for safiety punpoRes.
"Mow, we encournge a leamwork-type aimosphere,”
he ndded. “Before it was more of o individual activity.”
The tour moved on o Lackland's new security forces
training facility, where the group leamed about the
electronics carsers offered at the technical schoal.
The next day focased on & now change o Air Force
basic training known as “Warrior Week," where trinees
spend time in the field. Afier trainees spend an afternoon
ut the firing range, they proceed (o a remolg location.
Armecd with modificd M-165, the trainees sel up lenis,
don MOPF gear and patrod & penimeter for 72 hours., In

KNOWING THE DRILL = DMo
CMSgl. James Mock (right) and Col.
Myron Ashcraft discuss changes in
basic training with drill sergeant
(S5gt.) James Rabel.

September, informed Rabel, this exercie
will extend 1o one full week. e

“We're trying 1o get combal Mnmg n
them,” he noted, “teach them how to live in
field condations.”

The group got & irst-hand lock ot 8 dormi-
tory. The dorm tour, replote with buffed 1o
perfection, bed-aligned Moo, promplod sev-
ernl ln the Ohio grodp to reflect on their days
as basic trainecs.

For lunch, the Dhioans wene paired with
trninees fo hear their accounts on hassc trmin-
ing. Once the initinl formalities were cx-
changed, the trainees relaxed to share their
observations. After lunch the gproap met with
four soon-to-be Oirio National Guard air-
men and womer.

“It"s really hard,” sadd Kristen Shade, a
trainee from the 170th Aidift Wing in
Mansficld. “Especially when your flight
hasnt leamed 10 work as a team yel.”

Dther Ohio trainees talked 1o the group about their
expected carcer fields and what they thought of such
basic trning additsons &8 the field exercise and the new
confidence course. For the most part, sll agreed that they
were ready [0 g0 home.

Orwerall, the visit prodisced many memories and good
information

“It"s important that we give people an updated view of
ithe new concepts al basic training,” Mallett said, “Re-
chuiters need bo be able 1o paint gn actual piciare for the
enlisee.”

alwwys preat to go TDY here, You pod
o sec 50 many different countnies,”

PATH to. PANAMA - With
Coronet Oak's end, Maryland

CORONET

Pannmn supporting Volani Oak -
rescue Lawrence Perrullo, LES. Am-
bassador o Nicaragua. The Volanteer
Stale crew whisked the ambasiador
unsd his party from Managua’s airpon
just hours before the country Tell iothe
Murxist Sandinistus.

Recalled Air Mational Guard Histo-
nan, Dr. Charles J. Gross, the aircrnii
landed without clearance and faxied
peroes grass mmway medians (o pick
up the embassador wnd his fanaily, This
mikshon was the bazis for the made-
for-television movie, Lasr Plane O,
starring Jan Michasl Vincent.

Although the official end of the Coro-
net Dak mission may not be until June
1, many who came to the ferewell
ceremony reflecied on past missions.

Sitting pround a table, several sub-
dued crewman with Wyomings 153rd
Albrlift Wing. shared hisiory.

“I've been here 15 or 16 times,” said
ChSgt Thamas Steinbach. “Tt was

EMSgt. Tony Melendez, also a mem-
berof the Cheyenne-hased umit, agreed.

*1"vi been coming here since 1978,
he recalled. “There has been a ot of
miodemdzation since then, The billed-
ing is better, the facilitizs are betier.
And you ueed 1o have to be aruch maore
pwane of your sumoundings.”

Since the ouster nearly 10 yeam ago
of Panama's long -time dictator, Manuel
Noriega, the country has developed.

Li. Col. Roy Thowmpson, the 153md’s
chiel of safety, prdsed the mission for
its realistic training opponunities,

"Humanitarian is the biggest word
on the whole mission.,” he ssid, “If
boats capsized, we would aindrop
parrescuemen. [ was always exciting
and real world training. It was the best
truining for our mainienance peopls
and aircrews.

“1 think we need 1o have a presence
here,” he ndded.

Where that presence will be has not
yot been decided. But, ncconding to Lt
Col. Tom Hulsey, the Gumnd axdvisor to
the Air Mobility Command's director
n[upu]ﬁ.tiﬁ who commuded the op-
eration for eight months lzst year, it
will be difficult to perform a similar
mission from another location.

Photo by LL Col. Jann Marks Baail

“The support and “mother ship® has
been here 50 many vears," Hulsey ob-
setved. “We have the facilities and ev-
erything we need (0 run an operation,
¥ ou miove someplace else and you won i
have that.”

Hutsey said one of the biggest changes
he has witnessed since flying his firs
mission in 1977 has boen the retumn of
the Canal Zone to the Panamaniank.

*That {returning the canal) as been

Capl. Gorgon Kinney, a 175th
Wing navigator, will have to chart
B course elsewhere.

all fiwr tlse best,” he inmisted., ='We have
had & good relionship with the Pana-
manian people. The history is incred-
itle. 1"m going to miss "

For some, like Maryland crew chief
55gt. Joseph Casal, s former member
of the Mew York Adr Guand®s | Déth Air
Rescue Wing. it was has first and last
Coronet Ok mission.

“What pwonderful and istonc coun-
try.”" miid the 20-vear Guard vedern,
“1I" i soery o sec o8 leave this place™

TSgt Sweve Hamis, a crew chief with
the Croorgia Adr Guard's 165th Adrlifi
Wing. was on the flightline getting his
unit"s C- 130 ready to {ly one of the: Inst
motmtions out of Howard.

"We've been real busy,” Hamis sasd,
*"Dhur unit has Town reliel missons o
Hondurna {in response io Humicane
Mitch) and Colombia (the recent canth-
quake).”

Amid the roar of Alr Guanl aircmfi,
Harris summed up the feelings of many
who have supponicd Coronet Oak’s
humundtarisn effores,

“I'm going to miss it,”™ he said,

e ON GUARD
March 1999

e
. &



NEWS

Tapeka-area leaders received a one-on-one
introduction to the Kansas Air Goand 190th Air
Refucling Wing's STARBASE program recently,
thanks to a special conference held by the capitl
city's mayor, Joan W,

STARBASE (Science und Technalogy Aca-
demics Reinforcing Basic Avintion and Space
Exploration) i &n educational program num from
various Alr Guand bases 1o spur interest in math
and science for 4th, Sth snd 6th graders, The
program is fully funded by the National Guard
Buircaa

The mayor, a former math and science (eacher,
said she was hooked on STARBASE the first
tive: she saw it

“It tock me aboul 30 seconds -ﬂ’ﬂmngmllm
classroom and seeing those children at the Might
simulator just having the time of their lives leam-
ing, painlessly, wonderful mith and science prin.
ciples,” Wagnon recalled.

STARBASE pupils fearned from 190th pilats,
mechanics, security police und others about, the
fumdarnentals of math and science through hands-
on gxperiments and projects:

Since it's began in 1993, Kanuis STARBASE
has impacted more thun 31,000 students and 411
teschicrs in Topeka and Wichita, and most re-
cently Salina. The Sunflower State Guand's pro-
gram — there are 13 others — is the Lirgest i the
couniry.

The Texax Army Guard recenily kosted o
special Dhmng Dt for World War 11 veleruns o
recognize the accomplishment of the stane's sto-
riedl 360h Infantry Division.

Members of Headguaners, 3rd Brigade, 49th
Armored Division hosted the event

“Texans owe much fo the veterans of the 36th
Infantry Division,” insisted Col. Thomas Roman,
3nd Brigade commander, *“The Dising-oso1 was o
smull woy to honor the gallant soldiers and patr-
ods that served our country.”

The keynote speaker for the event wis World
War II veteran, Gordon Rose, 75, In 1939, and at
the young age of 16, Rose misrepresented s age
1o join Company K, 143nd Infuntry Regiment. He
was mobilized with the *Fighting 36th™ in 1940
thint later took part in the Salerno imvasion and the
battle of Altaville. After he personally captured
1T German soldiers, helped to hobd the town and
organized the cvecuation of the unit, Rose was
mwarded the Bronze Star,

Roman said exposing corrent-day Cuardmem-
bers to those before them is important,

“I hope events Iike this will inhed a sense of
radition and pride into.our young soldiers as we
pay homage to other National Guard heroes of
O past.

“As our soldiers begin deployment 1o Bosnia in
the near future with the 4%h Armoned Division,”
Roman added. * It is important that they remem-
ber their heritage.”

The Division has been selected io deploy 1o
Boznia this summer as the commupnd and control
unit responsible for the withdrawal of the United
Nation forces currendly mainia the peace in
the Balkans. S

Five New Mexico Army Guard helicopier
crewmembens who rescued a downed Adr Force
F-16 pilot last year received the prestigions “Igor
L Sikorsky Helicopter Rescue Award™ recemly.
Capt. John Fishburn, CWO Mike Ricake, SFC
Henry DeHerrera, SFC Mike Flores s Sgi. Psul
Herrert — all members of the Sante Fe-based
T17th Medical Company - wen: credited for
anving the life of Air Force Mij. Kevin Frishie
last Sepeember. The unit [hes the Sikorsky UH-60
Blackhuwlk
HﬂhtmiwpuumWMhm
Fighter Wing a2 searby Cannon AFB, experi-
enced a malfiunction in-his gragity suit decng &
training mission und biscked it The pdlot. re-
gained consciouaness only th discover his F-16
Falcon was heucing right into the ground. He
epecied just before it crashed near Fort Sumner,
The Blackhawk crew found the injured pilot —
he suffered multiple froctures — and
uirfifted him to University Hospital's trauma
penter in Albuquerngue,
Daxctors there msisied Frishic would hayve died
from boss of blood had the Natonal Guard avia-
tors ool responided so quickly.

The Pennsylvania Alr Guard's 1715 Air Re-
fusling Wing in Pittsburgh recently held s Tear
of the Enlisted Forces™ inapgurstion.

I'Earﬂm State Brig, Gen. Willinm Boanlley,

- Rosalind Remos Alviresz and ALC Michael
"hmh:ﬂ‘tf::h‘mi:y pone of the
m:ﬂﬂ-l]&ammhmiwm

According 1o CMSgt Hoss Humer, the unii is
dﬂh.ummlhmjmdemﬂuw

» Commemorative ™ Yeur of the Enlisted
Forces™ coins will be distribued,

* Mid-morning teas with the wing commander
e scheduled for E-Gs and below,

» A "Chiefs Award” will be created 1o recog-
nize airmen and women that go beyond the eall of

ﬁuﬂumﬂm&mm-ﬂm

HCQm“mn:m:[ﬂqu:.phngwlﬂl
pair of tickets to the base’s annnal dining out

New York Air Guard TSgi. Bill Pullar, an
engineering technician with the 105th Ajrdift
Wing iﬂﬂhﬂiﬂiﬂﬂqﬂﬂ.mmﬂy
awarded the " 1998 Society of American Military
Engincers (SAME) Goddard Medal.™

The “SAME Goddard Medal”™ is awanded
lmﬂrbthwumdMMmlhnl

facility in Alaska,
chﬂnﬂ&mﬂ:ﬁhmﬂmwﬂ
that his work was phenomenal,” reported Maj, -~
Tom Sianley, the 105th"s assistunt base engineer.
“Civil engineers are now conatructing the build.
ing that Bill designed and 1o his

“He's one of the best site developers I've ever
worked with,” be added.
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Savior of the

STORM

By TSptl. Lorl King
Dhie Nartomal Crsard

Tt was only an hour into the birthelay
i party when the storm hii.

Spt. Mike Coaner said the wind blew
s hard dhat min came down sideways,
like it wain 't even inoching the ground. 11
blew smack into the side of his parents
hotise, In less than an hour he stood in
weater up o his knees.

The binhday party for his son and
daupghier was cul shor when min waier
began to fill his parent’s basement and
fomado wamings were reported on the
madio.

Conner, 30, the father of three young
children, decided they would stay the
night withhis parents, so he left iwoof his
kids af s parents” home in Byesville,
Chip, and beaded back with his yoimgest

“ g 0 HiE Home i Caldwel -1 mibes
BwEY — 1o clothes.

Drring that trek home he drove through
waler that submerped the interstaté. That's
when he knew he wasn't retumning to his
parenis’ place — driving in the siom was
too much. S0 he stayed at home and
listened to his scanner.

By this time it was | a.m. He heard on
the police scanner that kids wers tapped
an top of o treck that was about to be
gwepd away by flood waters,

Heavy mins all night long had forced
water to escape from the nearby banks of
Drack Creek and fill the strests of Caldwell.
A SITOng curment was sweeping up cars
and trucks like they were toys,

Since Conmer, s team leader with the
Oilvio Army Guard"s 2nd Batialion, 174th
A Defense Artillery, lived only nminuie
from the scene, he threw on his military
umifiorm and went to the rescoe. What he
found was a woman trapped mside of ber
car in frong of a grocery store.,
== Sahe v hepring forsomeons (o come
wias on in ber car and she was in it

and scared, | ook off running
past the deputy. | didn’t have a clue how
fnat or desp the water was,

“I pulled her up dnd out of her car,
which. was moving, and carried her
throagh the current back to dry ground,™
he contmmped. * A s soon &5 1 omed anommsd,
the car was gone.”

“I was thinking with my heart instead

Phaio by TSge Lo King

of my head.” be admined.

For the mext hour he helped the locil
police pull siranded people to safsty. That
was when be spotied a mon ond his dog
imgide of & rock that was being swepl
shideways indo a store parking lof covere:d
with water,

*The dog jumped owl of ihe window
wnd the man went after him, but he coaldn’y
swim,” he said’

Instend of stepping omto Route 78,
Conner said the man tuned the wrong
direction and fell right into the immersed
lot.

Conner took of T after him.

*The waler was ower my head, over six
feet,” he explained. *T was exhauwsied,
pnd the man was extremely heavy. [ was
hoping both of us had enough steam to go
i few more feet, et | was able to pall him
gtraight up bo the rosd,™

And the dog? Cooner saved it foo.

Conner ended up spending 17 contm-
ous fioars in the waier searching for miss-

1055 = Ohlo Army
Gulrd Bgt Mike Conner was
recently presented the Ohio Croas,
the state’s highest military honor.

ing people and recovernng bodics.

He shrugs off his heroic efforts, saying
hee weats just g friend helping friends find
Fricnds.”

Bocause af his lvavery, only four, ot
six, arca residents died that night. Conner
spent his next 21 days as pant of a large
Gunrd force brought in o help MNoble
Coumnty residenis recover from the flood.

He drove mround some of the most
remniote areas of the county im his five-ton
treck delivermg potable water, food and
personal hygiene items. Nearly every day
he transported nurses who administered
tetanus shots (0 anyone who wanted one,
He also drove oui-of-town folks r]lrnugh
flooded county ronds so they could reach
their elderly famlly membern.

1= 5gt Jack Sloter wasn't surprised
when he heard that his anti-aircrait crew
chief had risked his life thai first night.

“Mlore lives would have been loat if not
for soldiers like Sergeant Conmer,” he
assenied. “He deserves the (o Cross.”

And he got it

Conner reccived a letier from then-
Ol Gov, George Voenovich statimg he
had heard about the Rood incident and
that then-Adpitant General Maj. Gen.
Richard Alexander put him in for the
Ohio Cross, the siate’s highest militery
honor,

The Ohio Cross is issued by the state
when acis of extreme bravery and risk of
life are imvolved. Alesander presented
Conner the commendation and medal ata
recent ceremony af his unil’s armory i
MeConnelsville,

Conner sasd the attention was mdoe, bt
HRASCESSETY.

“Basically, this s all a part of the oath
that I swore when [ enlisted.” he snid
muatter-of-factly, “1t's jusi a part of iL

“But my fmnily’s ecstatic.™ he ndded,
“and 50 is my unit — if not more."

-

FROM

FAG
enlistad soldiers: from

break op of face the BETCeE.

WLl

service member 15 sntionsd.

GOoOD ORDER

In fact; the new policy prohibits sy relatbion-

The policy immediately prohibits officers and
beginning any new no-
mantic relationship. However, if the relation-
ship existed prior 1o March 1, officials said the
soldiers have unial Murch 1, 2000 (o get mamied, :
ol g e 10 and common sense will make

permaneni-party soldiers and inital-en-
try trainees, whether siationod on the ssme post
of M. [t prohibits romantic relationships be-
tweon recruiters and potential recrudts, withouor
regard to where the applicants live or where the

P ATHRH.I

ship between soldiers of different ranks if the rela-
bonship pPERrs Ho COMPIOMEse Supervisory autisr-
ity or could result in impartial treatment, Relation-
ships are prohibited if they appear to invalve the
improper uie of rank or potition for personal gain.
Relationships are also forbidden if they will huve an
adverse impact on il morale or the ability of a

$6Good, professional leadership

these new policies work ¥

C K
Assistant Sacrefary of the Army
for Manpower and Resarve Allairs

HEMNMNRY

command o accomplish s missiog.

The mew policy also gives commanders af com-
pany-level the authority to prohi bt relatdionships that
COMpromise or appear fo compromise the integrity of
puthoriiy or the chain of command.

Officials snid the new policy is nol intended to
preclude normal team bailding, such 05 community

organizathons, family gatherings, unit-based so-
cinl functipns or sihletic

"1 want fo stress that the Army has always
cmphasized the impononee of sownd  profes-
siondl interpersotal relationships to the snocess
of Arovy missions,” Henry said, “The nature aod
structure of our Army deniands that officers and
enlisted work together in teams and units umder
trying circumstances. Unit cohesion i85 esseminl
i baild the confidence and trust necessary for
uniis io fight and win on the bastkefield,

“Good. professionul leadership and common
senise will make these new policies work for the
good of the Army,™ he addod.
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. Furgini_tn France +» Socooner Equadrnn . H?drulngicn] Heroes

Membery of the 1688tk Alr Re-
fueling Wing recently returmed
from a deployment to Istres,

France in of Ciperation
Deliberuie ;ﬂm

Maore than 175 airmen and
women from a variety of job spe-
cialtica with the Eielson AFB-
based unit were part of a force that
provided surveillance and air refu-
eling support over Bosni.

The 205th Engineering Instal-
lation Squadron recently com-
pleted twa combined projects on
Aviano Air Base, ltaly. -

One of the projects included the
relocation of ans ANAGFN-20
airport surveillance radar, This
radar supports air survelllance and
guidonce to sincenlt within o 30
nattical mibe radios of Aviano Alr
Bage,

205th enpindery also nsiallad
approximate by 60,000 feet of cable
to suppon the racar,

Brig, Gen. Timothy Peppe, the
commuander of the 31at Fighter
Wing al Aviano, was mindful of
the Sooners” effort.

“The 205th EIS hos worked
tireledsly on critical communics-
tions projects for the developmen
of Aviano,” he wrote.

The 205th, officials estimated,
saved the [inlian base nearly
5 10,000,

After a hurricane struck the small mill fown af
Lockhan, members of the Palmetio State Army
Ciunrd's 266th pnd 267th Quartermaster Detach-
ments weore cilled upon 1o help after the town Iost
its waler supply.

“The system ran completely out of water, the
pipes, everything was just dry,” reporied town ad-
ministrator Bick Martin, “T wis i disaster.”

The Bepariment of Health and Envirommental
Control issued & rare “imminent health threat.”

The Allendnle-hased Guardmembers wers dis-
patched to nearby Brosd River o pomp water
throaugh their three Reverse Dsmosis Water Purifi-
cation Linits, The Hydrological heroes purified an
pverage of 40,000 gallons a day for Lockhinn's
nearly 800 residents.

“We've got o sparkling clear sysiem now,™ Mag-
tin reported, chearly elated.

oHi0 .

Maf, Gen. John H. Smith war
recently hamed the Buckeye State’s
75th adjutant peneral.

He replaced Maj. Gen. Richard
Alexander, who retired Dec. 31 afier
serving Il years in the post.

Alexander curremaly 1s the execn-
tive director of ihe Nathonal Guard
Azsocintion of jhe United Stafes in
Wishington B.C,

“I"'m homored that Governor Taft
has selected me o be a member of
his cabinet,” said Smith, a 37-year
military veleran.

Soith will commund the state’s
15,000 Army and Air Guardmem-
bers, He is the first Air Guard of-
ficer to serve in the post.

The general volunteered for ser-
wice in the U5, Air Force and ne-
ceived his commfission as & second
licutenand b 1962,

He served a one-year tour of duty
in Vietnam as a C- 123 aipcrafl navi-
gator, where his valor eamed him
the Distinguished Flying Cross with
one oak leaf cluster, the Adr Medal
with fifieen oak leal clusters wnd the
Republic of Vietnam Gallaniry
Cross with Palm.

Following Vietnam, Smith served
in & vaniety of Air Force ussign-
ments and piloted the F-100, F-102
arsd F=4 fiphiers priorio joining the
Towa Air Guard i 1974,

He jokned the Bockeye Guard two
years later,

He was the state’s assistant AG
for Air befiore his current selection.

SOUTH CAROLINA

HYDROLOGICAL HERD
South Carolina

Guard PFG Tracie
Roberts changes a car-
tridge filter in a mobila
Reverse Osmaosis Waler
Purification Unil. Roberls
is a member of the
Allendale-based 266th
Quartermaster Detach-
ment.
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*« Commemorating Women's

Hintfurr

Month

Norma Parsons opened the door for
‘women serving in today’s Guard

Leading
LADIES

sﬁu Mational Guard reorganized its units after
World War [T, none bi its ranks included women,
c:-p.'. Noarrma Parons wiuld change all that,

Her mmersion into the all-male National Guard was
no accident,

Prior 1o the war the only wornen serving in the military
<= i small numbers = could be found in the regular Army
and Army Alr Forces as narses with the Army Nurse
Corps (ANC). During the war, thousunds of women
gerved in both medical and non-medical fields. Those
female officers who were nof in the namses corps, wen
joined by enlisted women to form the
Women's Armmy Corps, commonly

—sefermildoas TIWACS " They
with distinction i 8 grest variety of
non-combal relnted jobs, frecing men
for froai-line duty.  *

After the war when the Army reor
panized itcontinusd to inciude WACS
in limited numbers to work in medi-
cal and non-medical jobs, This policy
also included the Reserves,

However, becwiise of the Guard's
uniigue disel federl and state mission,
there was no central surthority 1o grant
the authornity to have allow women
among its ranks.

Staning in the mid- 1950s some Air
Ciuard commanders received permis-
ebion from the Mational Guand Bureay
to employ female “augmentess,”
drawm from the Air Force Reserve, 1o
work in their medical units, This
ers) to conduct “traditional ” stateside
training in Guard medical facilities.

However, it was quickly realized that if’ these units
were mobilized the women woubd return o itheir Reserve
“parent” arganization and the Guard units" readiness for
deployment would be compromised. 1t became appareni
that women mus! be allowed to directly serve a5 mem-
bers of the Guard i order (0 maintain unit preparodness.

In July 1956, Congress, with strong suppsort from most
Guard lesders, enacted passage of Public Law 845,
suthorizing fernale officers in the National Guard.

Enter New York Air Guard Capt. Nommna Parsons,
After receiving federal recognition, she joined the 106th
Tactical Hospatal, becaming the National Cuard's first
WOIT,

The Army Guard’s first woman soldier was 15t Lo
Sylvia Marie 5. Charles Law, who received her federal

f

recognitionon Jan, 21,1957, Aftercom-
pléting the Army's six-weck medical
orientation courss at Fort Sam Houston,
Texns, she was assigned to the Ale-
bama Army Guard's 10%th Evacuation
Hospatal.

Thetr incliasion o the Guand's ranks
opened up the flood gates, somewhat.
Byiheend of 1957 the AirGuard coanied
47 female nurses. The Army Guand,
however, had just 11 female nurses
working in ils 468 anthorized positions,
By 1960 only 56 women {12 percent of

performing in many of the occupations
traditionally reserved for men. This car-
ried over into the military, as most non-
combat positions became open to fie-
male soldiers.

By the mid-1970s, with the imple-
menttion of the all-volunteer force,
wionen worked i many of the combat
support and combat service suppoTt
fields. They could be fowsd maintaining
nircraft and: helicopters, driving fuel
trucks, operating heavy constnection

«  euripment and working in the hittalqon

the authorized nurse siots) were inclided GUARD HISTORY headguarters of some Army Guard artil-
in a todnl Army Guerd force of 401,765 lery umiks.

! By CWO2 John Lisimen By the time the Gull War began in

In October 1961 President John wm 1991 more positions for women had

Eennedy mobilized 44371 Army

opeted up, This included jobs that put

Guardmembers as,;pant of Amenca’s
response to ihe crisis over Berlin, In-
chuded in this number wene 17 women mirses, marking
the first time Guond women hod been mobilized. The Adr
Guard mobilized 21,067 people, but there is no record
midicating bow many were women,

Throughout the 1960k almoat all of the jobs open to
military women were in the medical field, and only o
officers. Bulthe staius of Goerd worhen begon to chonge

st LL
Lu hﬂﬂ#ﬁ

Guard's ﬁul
Woman e

undier the influsnce of several factors coming together at
the same L.

. On Mov, 8, 1967, Public Law 50-130 auihorized ihe
enlisiment of women in the National Guard. All Ay
Greard enlisted women mmd officens, not inthe ANC, were
made members of the WAC. By 1978, with women
integrated throughout the Army, the WAC was no longer
nceded.

Its" inactivation, along with & law that guaraniesd
women equal treaiment in regand o assignments and
promations, created a boom in recnilting. The Army
Cruard boasted 13,353 officers and enlisted women among
its ranks in 1978,

By no ecoincidence, the “woman's movement” §n
Amerkca was gaining power and influence. Women staried

them in direct combat roles, such ad

fighter and belicopier pilots, end comi-
mamnd positions, which exposed some Iady leaders o
dincet enemy fing.

Although most military women are still basred by law
from serving in direct combst roles, the fuid mture of
mxdern war mean that inevitably some will be exposed
1D ETRCTTLY SCTRT,

Such was the case of PFC Charla Shull, a member of
the Missouri Army Guard's 1138th
Miliry Police Company.

Her company asbs 06 & rooline
trining mission in Panouma when
Operation Just Cause began on Dec.
19, 1989, She was on the ground
when her unit came under enemy
martar fire, muking her the first
Ciuard woman (o tsie combat.

During the Gulf War, hundreds of
Ciuardswomen deployed o Saudi
Arabia where they performed vari-
orias taks (o support the Allied elfor
in removing Iragi troops from Ku-
wait. Of the 34 nctive doty Guoand-
meembers who died in the Gulf, efahi
were women. all of whom wene
kifled in accidemnis.

Adter the Lialf War, women be-
gan mvoving oo lendership posi-
tions in the Guard. In 1991,
Wisconain s Sharon Vinder Zyl was
promaded to brigadier general, the
firsi flag officer in the Army Guard,
In 1997, Vermont Air Guard LL
Cl. Martha Radnville, a maintensnee officer with the
15Bth Fighter Wing in Burlingion, became the first
woenan in the hisiory of the Maotiona] Guard i be ap-
pointed Adjutsnt General.

Today, women comprise aboul 10 percent of the
Guard. If history is any indicator, as the National Guard
maoves into the 21 st Cemtury, they will continue to play an
important, and probably expanded role, in the defense of
their states and nation.

Editor's Nobe: [nformtion weed in this article iv based
on research conducted ar part of an omgoing book
profect-“1 am the Guard; The History of the Army
Mational Guard, 1636-2000." Thas book, beirg written
by Lr. Col, Michoe! Doubler with Mr, Listman' s research
airistance, & expected fo be putilished in 2001,
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U.S./Brtain Guardmembers

matched skills, history

CHANCE for
REDEMPTION

By PFC Christopher Lew
Muaryland Natiomal Crudard

rom & distance, i was hand 1o el

thé=m apar.

That wis the observniion offered
by Maryland Army Guard 1t Lt. Keith
Browmwell, a anti-tank plofoon com-
mander with 1si Battalion, 115th Infan-
iry, a5 he waiched Welsh infantryman
train with Free State Guardsmembers re-
cently &t Fort Picket, Va,

Members of the United Kinpdom's
Termtorial Army’s 3rd Battalion, Royal
Puziliers spent two weeks al the 20th
Infantry Division's proving jprousd fo
lenrm from each other.

Mot surprisingly - the Territorial Army

I% the part-time British equivalent of the
LLE, Mationnl Guprd —the soldiers dis-
covered many sinilarities

Lance Cpl. Nigel Brown, a Fusilicr,
said that his men took 1o the military
operations in urban terrain tmamning be-
cause the American tactics were o much
like their own. He also credited the in-
etructors with excellent techndque, He said
by walking and talking the Fusiliers
through everything, they understood much
bertar,

Deespitethese dimilarities owever, there
were sill 4 number of dilferences said
Spe. Cabriel J. Chnto, a 1-115th infan-
trynan.

“The Fusiliers have feams amngod
nhead of time for assanlt or clearing outan
obstacle. On the other hand, U.8. troops
have 1o organize af the time of the as-
saull,™ Chiinto said,

Quinto said that this type of training
allowed the two sides (o learn from each
oiher,

“We teach them our technigues, but we
also get 1o hear aboat their technigues,”
Chointo said. “It*s a two-way process and,
i somme cases, I'm getting 1o leam betier
ways to do things.”

This knowledge exchange was not with-
out an ironic twist. The Pusiliers fought
for the British in the decisive Battle of
Yorkiown during the Revolutionary War,
Dwring its urban combat training, the 1-

1 15th called the trainkng site = Yorktown™
-- after the Virginia city where British
Gene Charles Comwallis surrendered to
American forees in [ TR,

But according to Welsh Lt, Chris Rob-
erts, a platoopn leader with the Posiliers, it
wik all in good fun.

*“It*s a chance for redempion,” he said
jokingly. “We're going o get another
crack pf changing history.”

The Roval Welch Posilicrs have been
around for 310 years. They gol their
narme from a type ol highly accurnte, 18th
eeniury rifle o protect the artillery, To set
them apan, they wear a distinctive goose
feather, or hasckel, as a banle honor.
When in formal unifoem the fusiliers
wear the hoeckel in their bercts.

According to Lance Cpl, Gareth Will-
tarms, History 15 very impostant bo the i,
For example, msiead of using the modem
form of “Welsh,™ they chose 1o keep the
moee conservative spelling of “"Welch, ™

The Fusibiers drow its ranks from norh
Wales and are currently the only military
uanil in the reghon, The climate in Walss is
usually damp and cold, 5o their exposorne
toconsiderably warmer Virginia weather
was, in Brown's own words, “a real
killer.”

The Fusiliers also had 1o contend with
a whole new ecosystem,

“It"s unusual to worry about things
smunller than you, " said Pusilier Cpl. Alwin

Phato by PRC Chinstophes: Ly

JOLLY GOOD TRAINING -
Members of the United Kingdom's
L::;II;:LI!I Army Tought with
Army Guard Iinfanirymen
at Fort Pickett, Va. :

Tones referring 1o the dnakes, toks mnd
spiders that call Fort Picken home.

Yed, many of the Fasiliers said that they
redished the opportunity to trein as & onit
in & new environment. Since they are naot
full-time, thess opporunities are ofien
Tew nawd Tar between, according io Rob-
erte, Ln thits way, they [hice the same [5ees
s the citizen-soldiers in this country.

For instance, the balance between cf-
vilian and military life is 28 delicate in
Wiales me bl ke in the United Stoles, accond-
ing bo Willkasms.

“All of these guys hnve gond jobs on
the ouiside =0 somefimes i34 bard o
control them here,” Williams said;
“They e all imtefligent lads and some-
times it"s like having seven generals, each
one’of them having their own mind.”

Monetheless, when duty called, these
part-time British soldiers proved to be up
1o the task,

In a differeni land, leaming from a
different army, the Fusiliers proved they
weren't 50 different after ail. The soldiers
not only hooked afike, s Brownwell ob-
served, but they were, as Chinto insisted,
*good ones™ a1 thui,

16 %™



