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Rees returns as Bureau Vice

" Back from the Field:
Former Oregon Adjutant
assumes Number 2 post

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

man who has jooked at the Na-
A tional Guard Burcau from both

sides will soon retum fo Wash-
ington, [.C., to serve os ifs vice chief for
the second time this decade.

Army Mationsl Guard Maj. Gen.
Raymond (Fred) Rees, 54, the adjutant
general for Oregon, has been appointed 1o
the Guernd Boreaa's Mo, 2
position by Secnctary of De-
fense William Cohen.

Rees previously held tha
post from September 1992
to January "4, He will help
Air Guand L1, Gen, Russel]
Davis, Chicf of the National
Guard Bureau, mannge the
bureai and sdvise the Amy
and Air Force chiefs of staff
on MNational Gaand matters.

“I'm looking forward 1o
working with the fing feam that General
Davis has put together at the borean,™
eaid Hees after his appointment was an-
nounced on Jan. T2

Rees has leamed about the Guard By-
reay as the head of a state National Guand
force and g3 one of s senior military
lemders,

He expects (o assume his new duaties in
mid-March, after his replacement, Brig,
Gen. Alexander Burgin, Is appointed.

Grow, John Kimrhaber yendorsed
the appointment that will send the fotr-
year leader of Oregon's mearly 10,000
Mational Guardmembers to the other side
of the country.

“The selection of Genernl Rees as Vice
Chief of the National Guard iz a tribule
borth o the professionalism mnd far-sighted
vision of this fine Oregonian,” Kitzhaber

Frad Reocs

stated. “His recognized leadership and
cxpertise inmilitary matters will serve the
Mutional Gruard and the nofion well.”

Rees, a former practicing lawver and
1966 West Point gradumie, served with
the 1018t Airbome Division in Vietnam
and later became an attack helicopter pi-
lot. He his also been 8 managing pariner
foor bris fumily's Roes Farmrin Helix, Ore,

He bocamie & Beltway veteran after firs
serving af sdjutant general in his native
Oregon from 1987-81,

Rees became Director of the Army
Mational Guand in July 1991, and he was
appmmied Vice' Chiel of the Guard Bu-
reaw in September 1992, He was the act-
ing Chief from January to July of 1904
before. retumning to Oregon is sdjutant
general at the request of for-
mer Gov, Barbarn Robers,

“It has becn good o get
back to the ficld and get my
hatterics " s -
knowledged, “butl 1 have
missed working in Washing-
ton and belping to inflisence
issues on the national level.™

He hopes o help Davis
address bod get isepes, he ox-
plained, so that MNational
Guoard forces can be ad-
cquaiely funded o perform the moge sc-
tivie mnd dramatic missions they have ps-
sumed sinee the end of the Caold War,

The appoiniment completes 8 year-long
transation in the Bureau"s military leader-
ship. Davis, the former vice chief, be-
came chiefin July, Maj. Gen. Paul Weaver
Jr. became the Air Guord director last
Jaruary, and Maj. Gen. Roger Schultz
ook charge of the Army Guard in May,

Rees’ appointment was hailed on many
fronis, For example, Bees snd his wile,
the former Mary Len Middlston of Colo-
rado, are staunch advocates of the Na-
fional Guard"s Family Program that sup-
ports families when Guardmembem are
on sinte or federal active duty,

They have two grown sond, and their
daughier is atiending Western Washing-
ton Liniversity.
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A Giand-rich Force

I thorowghly enjoved MSgt. Rob
Haskell"s prticle (Tan. 99) reganding the
A Mational Guand s command snd
contrl mole in the air soversignty mis-
sion. First Air Force, whose transition
from regolar Afr Foree (0 Adr Mational
Guard became complete in October
1997, is, however, just part of the story.

First Air Foree coulidn't complate its
mission 23 the continental U.S. compo-
nent of NORAD without Air National
Guandmembeni al the state level work-
ing 24-hodrs-a-day, seven-dayi-a-week,
at our nation's three air defense sectors:
the Southeast, Northeast and Western
SBCTONE.

“We would be remiiss if we didn’t
paint out that these Cieard men and
women are members of the Florida,
New York and Washingion Alr Na-
tiona] Guand,

They epitomize the role of oor state
milifizs by defending the homeland and
“Gunrding Amenica’s Skiea."

Brig. Gen. Doug Burnett
Commuander, Floride Air CGuard

Editor’ s Note: See pages 3 and [ in
this izsue for a story on the Lst Air
Force’ s history-making performance
during its recent Operational Readiness
Irspeciion.

I frequently visit the National Guard
Web site in search of news, Being a

GUARD7 2218

iraditional Guardsman, the only infor-
mation mos! of us in this status get
ongoing activities in the
MNational Guard is only on drill week-
ends, and most of the time, (it is
somcihing really imporant, it would be
100 Late to part X
Unforiunately, whenever I visit the
web site"s news section it dogs not have
ap-lo-ilate news, Kimadly ook imto this,
andd if there i3 & way | coald contribuie

FARST-CLASS
FOQRCE *—m
Ryan Calloway,
Bn Alr Guard
~ganior
directors as-
signed to the
15t Alr Force at
Tyndall, Fla.
 watches for
anemy alrcraft.

kindly respond. 1 am a highly motivated

airman,
Sgi. Albert Olaghemiro
California National Guard

Editor’ s Note: The National Ceard
Bureau recently hired a person to rede-
siga and poxr The On Guard eack
moth on the Guard' s web site. The rlie
also will Include wpdates on breaking
Guard-relared news,

i new address In

JeMforson Davis Highway,

‘On Guard’ staff moves
Thea stall o The On Guand, and mambers of ihe National Guard Buraau

Public AHairs Office’s emvironmental and historncal seriops teams maved o

‘Letters io the Editor’ can be mailed to; NGB-PAI-C, Sulle 11200, 1411
VA 22202-3250, You also may FAX
your lotters to OSSN 327-3680 or (T03) 607-3660. Our e-mall addreas s:
malthaneringb.ang.af.mil
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“With this new pay raise |l be able to get us that Ketchup dispensar you always wanted.”
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* Woman Chief of Staff

* First-REate Ii'-nrna

* ‘Don"t Ask’” Enforced
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D.C. woman assumes historic post =~ U

. Female First: Barbaranette
Bolden named District of Col-

umbia Guard's Chief of Staff

By M5gi. Bob Hoskell
MNitiona! Guard Bureau

4 ameday, Col. Barbiranene Bolden predicied, all
", of the trails will be blazpd. Someday, women and
i members of minorities who land high profile
poditions will no longer work i the fish bowl of public
scrutiny, Someday, she forecasied, “people will say it's

just amother person delng an bmgsortant job. ™

Feb., | was pother threshold bo someday.

That is when Col. Bokken began her new
dutses a8 chiel of staff of the Disirict of
Columbia Ammy Noational Goand. That is
when she became tse first woman m the
Amy Guard's 362-year history to shoulder
thise considemble responsibilitics af the

- TH"
ﬁ sheeeded Chl m:.— thn'..' who

has held that post for three years and who is

“I want o instiiute 8 menioring progrmm inoar organi-
zation,” she explained on January’s finnl Friday during
the rush of the Army Guard's Senior Lesdarship Confer-
ence m Arlingion, Va.

“I want fc give people o chance fo develop in our
Organizaiion so i contimees 1o grow afier we ane gone,™
she added.

Her mother was her mentor and her hero, explined
Bolden who was the youngest of 10 Twillie children
ratsed on teeir Farmily" s smeall farm in Forrest City, Arks,
a 45-minuie drive west of Memphis, Tenn,

Her mother, Hula, did ot finish high school bist
instilled the imponance of education in her chifdren,
Bolden explained.

“She was & very talented woman, and she taught us to
do our best and to not let other people prevent us from
realizing our goals,” Bolden added. “She
told us that there will be stumbling blocks
e that we have to pick ouwrselves up and
koep going.

Three sons ane high school principals. A
son and o daughter became minlsiers. An-
other daughter started the first Heensad
dxycare for minarity children in Porrest City,

Barbaranciie earned. bachelor’s and
master' s degrees from Arkansas State befon

heading o Washingion o acquire & law

rebeming o the district’s 2608h Military
Police Commuand as deputy commander,
Afier two decades of full-time Army

Guard service in the nation's capital, the 48-year-old,
Arkansas-bom Bolden is making ber mark in an age
when military women are coming into their own. Col.
Martha Rainville in Viermont is concluding her second
year a8 the country s first fiomale MNational Guard siate

adjutant general. Women pilots are now flving Navy

combat patrols in the Persian Gulf,

Bolden became the Direcior of Plans, Operstions,
Trainkng and Military Support for the District of Col-
umbia's 1,600 citiren-goldiers. And the wife and mother
of four already knows how she wants o be remembered

as the Army Cuserd’s first woman chief of saif.

Col. Bolden

4

degree sl Howard University, She married
Rodney Bolden, now part of the Washingion
Gias wtility's munagemeni team, in 1980,

Her advanced degrees opened muny doors. She: fio-
cused on the Guard, Bolden explained, “becanss it's &
family. It has its ups and downs, but it offered upwand
meehility and the chance (o serve my country and conemi-
mity.”

She joined the Arkaness Guand in 1975 and eamed ber
commistion from the D.C. Guard's Officer Candidnte
School in 1978

She has been climbing the Guand s management ladder
ever since, She's been o company and battalion com-

B See BOLDEN, Page 4

Guard-run 1st Air Force deemed ‘Outstanding’

By Capi. Don Arias

lzi Air Foree

ny questions that may have
% existed whout the readiness
F | of the airmen and women
whe America’s skics as pan
of the Crunrd-run 15t Air Force have
been answened.

And then some,

This after the Tyndall AFE, Flo-
based air sovercignty team hit the
Operational Readiness Inspection
(ORI equivalent of & grand slam as
its hendquaniers and three pir de-
fense sectors each received “Out-
standing” ratings recently.

]

While members of the Continental
United Siates Morth American Aero-
space Defense Command Region
[(CONE) were put through o four-
day RORAD Opertional Evalus-
tion (NOE), its° Monheast, South-
enst wngd Western nir delense sectors
demonitraled their command and
control skills during concurrent Alr
Combat Command ORls.

“It just docsn 't get any finer than
this,” said Maj. Gen. Larry Amold,
15t Afr Foroe and CONR commander
of his outfit’s Ao
plishment. Amold said the resulis
werne pamticulary gratifiying given tha
the nimbered-Air Force is staffed

and lad by Guardmembers — it was
canveriad to Guard control in Octo-
ber 1997, Dozens of Canadian Forces
members also are part of the team,

“There's never been a grand slam
ORLNOE in the history of this oat-
fi," reported Brig. Gen. Kenneth
Su'ﬁn]uin Jr., 1st Air Force vice

'I'h:nq:-umnlu whichended Jan.
23, woere the culmination of seven
micmths of exercises that included
stmitilaied wnd real-workd scenarios.

Florida Afr Guard commander
Brig. Gen. Doug Burnedt, along with

B OUTSTANDING, Page 11

Majerick selected for high
level active Army job

Alabama Army (Guard Brig. Gen. Paul M.
Minjenick was recently selectod fo serve in the
position of assistant chief of stafT, G3, with
the Eighthell.S. Army in Korea.

The assignment is part of 4 program en-
dorsed by Army Chiel of Stall Gen. Dennis
1. Reimer to integrate Reserve Component
senior leaders into koy Army assignments.
Majerick will report for duty in Korea later
this year,

“General Majerick i an éxcellent choice.
We hove bepgun a tradition of Alnobama Na-
tional Gunrd general officens serving in posi-
tions of great responzibility i the active
component,” sakd Maj. Gen Clyde Hennies,
Alsbama’s sdjutant general.

Mujerick is the sconnd *Bama Army Guard
senior officer 1o po on active duty with the
Army in the pasi two years. Brig. Gen. John
Scales was astlgned as Deputy Commuanding
Geseral {Heserve Components) with the U5,
Army Special Forces Command at FL Bragg,
N.C.,in Pebwuary, 1997,

Supreme Court again lets
‘don’t ask, don't tell’ stand

The Supreme Court once again left intacs
the military"s “don’t ask, don’t 1ell” policy
recently, rejeciing a challenge by former
Californin Army Guand 152 L Andrew
Holmes who was discharged in 1993 after
declaring his homosexuality to a commeander.

The court, without comment, tuerned sway
arguments by Holmes and o former Mavy
man that the policy is based on prejudice
agitinst homosexyals snd violates their Free-
speech rights,

The action, while not & definitive ruling.
marked the fifth time in recent years that the
highest court has rejected efforts to invalis
date the policy.

‘The policy was sdopted in 1993 after
President Clinton's imitinl effort to cnd ihe
ban on homosexuals serving openly in the
militnry sparked beavy criticism in Congress,

If prohibits inguiries into a service.
member’s sexual orentadion, but allows
discharge for homosexnal conduct or for a
“propensity” o engage in homosexual con-
duct, A service member’s stilement that be
or she i3 gay iz considered evidence of n
propensity 1o engage in such acts,

Every federl appeals court that has con-
aidered the issne has upheld the policy.

e ON GUARD
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From Page 3

mander, held battalion, brigade
anvd district aren command staff
posations, and overseen two dif-
ferent directomtes.

As of Feb, |, she became the
Army Guard boss for her boss,
Maj. Gen. Warren Freemun, the
disirict’s commanding pencral.
She will supervise eight other
colanels responsible for training,
engaging and paying those 1,600
Giuard soldiers,

"My job is making sure that
the job gets done,” Bolden ex-
plained. "The chiefs of gaff nin
the Army side of the state organi-
rathons. 'We have 1o redoce the
number of issoes that reach the
general officer level so the gen-
erals can focus on funding and
gettirng tee resources that we don ™
have,”

“I've waiched her progress
since she was an OCS candi-
date,” explained Preeman who
nppainted Bobden dirscior of per-
sonmel before give her charge of
plans, operations, raining and
military support.

“She has excelled at working
through the minatia and at re-
anlving difficult issues.” Free-
man added. “She is in the beat
peoeitiom fo poul] this staff cogether
even tighier than it i now, We
already have a good tcam. Her
job is to make it betier,”™

There is also herown fumily to
rise. Her two oldest are in col-
lege. Her two youngest sons are
inhigh school and middle school.
She is the assistant scoutmnster
for their Boy Scout Troop 1005
in Oxon Hill, Md., near the
family"s home in Temple Hills.

Now, herappotntment as chicf
of staff gives ber the chance to
climb another step above the ghass
ceiling on behall of military
women even though she is pot
terribly comfortable with all of
the atteniion.

“I am wodldng in a fish bowl
because there are still =0 few
wiomen ot the levels of eolonel
omd above,” she acknowledped.
"Someday 1 wounld like to be
looked ot because of my perfor-
munce a8 i soldeer and not sec-
ond-guessed on everything I do
becasse [*'m & woman.”

Col. Barbaranciie Bolden is
confident that someday will
i =8

Non-duty heroism given its due

™ Meriting a Medal:
Pennslyvania’'s Klynoot
gets unjust law changed

By L. Col. Chris Cleaver
Penansyivania National Guard
F T enoee Gaandmembers and Reserv-
q' -J ists can now receive the Soldier.
| Atrman. Navy or Marine Corps
Medal for their actions thanks to the de-
termined efforis of Brig Gen. Eugene
KlynooL.

In a quest that began in 1992, then
Keysione Stale National Guard chief of
staff Col. Klynoot, tned to sward the
Soldier's Medal to Joseph Dea, a
Guardmember who had palled three chil-
dren from a baming building while in a
mon-duly ssis.

“There were two issues,” explained

+ . Klynoot in the same manter-of-fact man-

ner he used 1o convinee militnry officials
of the incquality that exised in awanding
Dea, and other beroic members of the
reserve componenis, with the highest
medal forvalor given o miliiary men and
weomen during pescetime, “One, Joe Dea
wis 4 hero; he deserved the Soldier's
Medal,” Klynoot continued. “Two,
Giunrdmembers shoakd be recognized for
their valorous scts no matter what siatus
they zre in."

Armeed with these solid arguments and
his personal commitment, Klynoot met
with doeens of senwr militnry mmd elecied
officials over the last six years to comect
this mmjustice.

Deea™s heroics were diffecull to ipnore,

A prior-service Desert Storm veteran,
D was returmimg home from his civilian

Anthrax
BOOSTER

job im Philadelphia when he noticed an
apper fioor of a building on fire in carly
1992, With noemergency vehicles insight,
Diea raced into the dowmstairs bar where
paimaes qusckly informed him three chil-
dren were in the upstnirs apartment.

With no acoess. he climbed his way ap
the bizilding o the second foor and plunged
it the burming apartment. Feeling his
way through smoke-filled rooms, Dea
pulled two children to
safety, Afier finding
the third child and
upon ying I reurn
to the entrance, he was
overcome by smoke
and collapsed with a
two-year-old in his
arms, Moments luer,
a fireman pulled them
both to salery,

The rescoe ended
with three gafe chil-
diren, bant Diea was hos-
pitalized in intensive
care suffering froem se-

Afier leaming of his
heroic sctions, Kly-
noot submitted Dea
for several awands, in-

MEDAL WOATHY —Josaph
Dea [left) displays the
Soldier's Medal

skid.- A letter writien by then Mag. Gen.
C. G. Marsh, U5, Ammy Forces Com-
mand Chief of Staff, prompted many to
takie ndice,

“A soldier’s stanas of the time of a
herobe act is motrelevant,” Marsh wioie,
*To continoe 1o refuse awnrd of the
Soldier's Medal to Reserve Componeni
soldiers who are off duty deprives not
only the soldier, but nlso the Total Army

of valuahle and well-

deserved recogni-
_ o™
Klynoot's dedica-

tion finally came 1o

fniition with the re-
v y. lease of the 1998 De-
fense Authorization
Act. By simply sdd-
g “inchudes suthor-
iy to mwnrd the medal
to: n member of the
Ready Reserve who
Wik nol in & duty sia-
s ... when the mem-
berdistinguished him-
gelf by heroism™ the
[aw (Title 10, Section
574) was chanped.

Victory was at
Brig. Gen faned.

cluding the Soldier's  Eugene Kiynoot (right) Only one mission
Madal, fought six years to gelt him.  remained: pinning the
Aseschresponseof Soldier's Medal on

“noa spproved for Soldier's Medal” ar-
rived on Klynoot's detk, his personal mo-
misturm only increased.

Building & coalition from the Reserve
Forces Policy Board, 1o the Pennsyivanin
Mational Guand Associations and the Na-
thirnal Guard Association of the Uniled
States, he set course 1o change the law.

“While we had plenty of mejections,
there were also many people who viewed
this istwe a5 just plain wrong,™ Klynoo

Dea, who has since lefl the Guand, As
Elynoot resd the sward citation, Termence
0" Coanell. o combut-woonded Vietnsm
Yeteran and chaimman of the Reserve
Forces Policy Boand, pinned the medal
o Den,

While e pinning iook seconds io
recognize an berobe act that took min-
uies, it was a dogped six-year effort by
one officer that left some wondering if
the ceremony came up ond medal short.
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Clark Constructs Cleats

Butter Art

f%g Larry Clark
ade

a heel cleat lo
help keep his unit's

Nonar guara in step

Mr, Click

By TSgt. Phillip L. Guerrero
California National Guard

iming. so sy those in the

I highly scrutinized and
precision-based Honor
Cuard business, is everything.
And thanks to the ingenuity of
TSgi. Lamy Clark snd a heel
cleat he made, the men and
women of the Califomia Air
Crard  163rd Adr Refosling

civd fagerrd.

Clark, amsember of the wing s
mnintenance squachon, was ap-'
proached recently by TSt P.E.
Schultr, an honor guard mem-
ber. ‘Schulte hoad designed 8
cleat that when afisched to the
meide heel of a boot or shoe
wimild produce a resounding
“chick™ sound,

The nobes wookd help improve
the timing of the group’s 16

The Michelangelo
of MARGARINE

By Lt, Col, Chris Cleaver
Pennxylvania National (Guard

— arving amiche hos taken on & whols new meaning

for TSgt. Edward Shank.

Guardmembers and seven Air
Resérviels from March Air Be-
serve Base charged with provid-
ing service for an 80, 000-square-
mitle ared thai spans from San
Diego 0 Loz Angeles, - from
Blythe ioceniral California, One
of those duties requires Homor
Ginard members to bestow mili-
tary honors 40 times each day af
Riverside Mationsl Cemetery,
That's more daily barials than
tike place ot Arhington National
Cemetery near the nation's cap-
ital.

It's o golemn duty they take
keriouxly, said SMSgt. Robert
Kevari, the 163rd Services
Squadron superintendent and
honor guard member,

“We've promised our vefer-
wies thiz honorand it s importang
that we follow through,™ Kevan
raid. “Cur veterans sacrifice s
much during their military ca-
reers, it s the Jesst we can do o
honor them.™

Part of that honor, Kevan ex-

 pluined, frvolves patting their

best joot, abem, forward.

Enter Larry Clark,

Afer modifying Sechuliz's
design, the smctural mainie-
nance NCO took » 2-inch by
one-inch piece of carbon steel,
cuet, rolled mel spray painged i (o
fform a metal cleat.

“It sounds great when they
bring their heels fogether in uni-
son,” Clark remarked, “but if
someone’s off coe or o-of-

o A tradithonal Cuardsman with the Pennsylvania

Alr Guasd 193rd Special Operations Wing's public af-
fuirs office, Shank recently spent nearly 70 hours carving

a 400-pound butier sculpione of Ms. Commoniwealth for

the Pennsylvania Farm Show. The show draws some
200,000 people annually.

Ma. Commonwealth, who in real life 18 o three-ton
gilded bronre statve standing stop the Staie Capitol’s
domi in Harrisburg, was the sculpted butier centerpiecs
attrnction. She had recently received widespread media

Phato courtesy of the Pennsyhvnia Mational Goard
attention after being lifted offihe dome, relurbished and

scul pear and painter who trained
at the Ar: Institute of Fort Lavderdale, Fla,, and
Shippensburg University, Pa., draws his inspiration from
Impressbonist sculptors Augosie Rodinand Michelangelo.

While this project wis not his first stab at butter, he
sadd it was one of the more challenging.

CALL HIM MR, CLICK =
TSgt Larry Clark, a
gtructural maintenance
MCO with the Callfornia Alr
Guard's 163rd Air Refueling
Wing, bends a piece of
carbon steal o make &
heel claat.

By, everyone knows.™

. The noise created by the clew
didn't come close o rivaling the
distunce travelled by the news
of Clark"s invention.

“The word got oul,” Clark
aaled. "t takes sbout five min-
uies io muke a ket of ihe cleais
using metal left over from a pre-
wvious pob,”

To date, Clark has manufpc-
tored nearly B0 sets of the heel
clickers for hontr guard mem-
bers throughoat Califomnia. The
NCO also hns modified the de-
sign for use on the low-gquarter
shoe,

i's Ensy for us o do™ ke
added, “nnd it scta oo honor
guare apart from the crowd.”

Amd, an it tums out, the cleat
has carved mn envisble repuis-
tion for a certain NOD many in
the unit hove taken to calling
“Mr. Chick.”

“It"s kind of funny when you
think about it," Click, wh, Clark
observed, “I"ve been in this unit
for 15 vears full-time and foars
years of active duty, and this s
my claim o fame.™

CARVING NICHE - TSgt. Ed | Shan
vmrhnn:dﬂﬂ-pnundhutﬂrlculpmﬂlh
Commuonwealth.

“It was hard to get her hand and fingers to stand free
anad it wes dhifficult getting her facial expressions comect
since the on ginal modd was done incloy,” Shank recalled
ponchalanty, "This is my sixth bugter sculpiure,™

Some of his other subjects for the farm show have
included Ersenhower feeding a calf, an Amish boy lead-
ing a cow and a school lunch sening with a lady placing
 carion of milk on a try.

“There are two types of sculpting processes: additive
e redoctive,” Shank éxplained. “Clay s an additive
substance because you continoe to add material as you
work; while marble, my favorie, i3 redoctive bécouse
you contimse 1o shave it away,”

Buner, Shank acknowledged, is better suited for bread.

“1i"s difficult bocause it involves both processea ™ he
sajd, "It"s additive until it freezes, Then it beoomes
redoctive, making sculpting daifficalt, And it smells.

“Oin the bright side,™ Shank sdded. It keeps my iools
nice and oiled.”
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ONE ARMY = Army Guard
Director Maj. Gen. Roger
Schultz (left) presents Army
Secretary Louls Caldera a
‘Minuteman® statue for his
efforts in halping the Guard.

ACTIVETy
APPRECIATED

By MSgi. Bob Haskell
Natlonal Guard Bureau

ix maonths afier observing Army

Mattional Guard troops traiming in

the desert during the California
summer, Secretary of the Army Louis
Calders delivered some encouraging
words o Army Guard leaders inside the
Beltway recently.

*The Guard will continue io play a
vital role in helping our total force meet
Teiure challenges - ot jusi in peace, but
in war," the West Point edocated Caldern
promizsed nearly 700 high-ranking Army
Guard officers and noncommissioned
officers attending their annunl Senior
Leadership Conferencs beside the nntion s
capital.

=1 am pleased 1o report that apprecin-
tion for ‘whol yoo do iz more wadely
shared throughout our Army than ever,
and that"s partly due o the success of our
integrmation instiatives, ™ aidded Calder on
Junmary's final Thursday.

The challenge of change was the an-
dertying theme for the conference al-
tended by adjutants generl and  com-
mund sergeants major from the 34 stales
and territories and by a host of others
involved in charting the foture course for
the Army Guard®s 360,000 citizen-sol-
diers,

Maj, Gen. Foger Schultz, in his firsi

year as the Army Guard's
director, and some of the
Diefense Department's top

éWe are

Photos by MSgL Bob Hasksi

“Full-time staffing is
something we are going fo
fmce. It's something thod

guns, addressed the issues. rﬂﬂﬁ“ﬂmg peeds fizing,” Schuliz
Oither luminaries included munintpined.

Lt Gen. Bussell Davis, wh th& fﬂme “Uur school axecution
is in his first year as Chief quotas should be 90 10 95
of the Mational Guard Bu- to meet ﬂ]ﬁ percent,” the director ad-

rean, Deputy Secreiary of
Defense John Hamre and
Army Chiel of Staff Gen
Dennis Reimer.

“We're making progness
im thee Army Ciiannd, bui 1°m
nof quie satished yed, and |
hope you're notesther,” said
Scihiltz who repeatedly ad-
dressed two pressing mad-

» & eritical lack of fuall-
tirne stufl people in the nation’s Armones
1o take care of the pari-time soldiers,

= The need 1o spend every penny allod-
ted for military schooling to keep the
force traiped and ready (o perform iz
growing nembser of missions at home und
abrosd.

needs of a
different
world

GEM. DENMNIS REIMER
e UL.E. Asmmry Chéad of Stal

monished. “We can't let
our Prmary Lesdership
Development Course quio-
tas go mnfilled, because we
have 100 many specialists
who wauni that training."

D':!]:ﬂ.l-l.'f those cONCEmE,
there were plesty of signs
that the Army Guond re-
maing ready o support the
Arrry "s missions in Europe
and Southwedt Asds: to
help Central American neighbors rebound
from last year's two devastating hurri-
canes; and to siep ap its pardcipation in
homeland defense apains! wenpons of
mass destruction.

“The Army Guand can do combat to-
day,” stressed Dans, pointing 1o the suc-

CHIEF CONCEANS - Gan, Dannis
Relmer, Army Chief of Staff,
addresses senior Guard leaders in
Washington D.C.

cess of o Virginia infantry company' this
gpent last vwinter guarding a bridge in
Bosnia as part of the peacekeeping efforl

Furthermore, the 49th Armored
Drivision’s headguarters from Texas will
tnke command of America’s nctive and
reserve forces in Boanda bepginning in
March 2000,

“That’s going bo happen, and it"s going
ko work very, very well,” predicted Reimer
who pointed out that 34 percent of the
patal Army's stredgth e based inthe Caesed
and Army Reserve.

“W'e are restrociuring the force tomect
the needs of a different world," he added.

Meanwhile, Hemse aaked the stnie ad-
jutanis general fo be prepared o respond
to sy significant siuations brought on
by Year 2000 compater problems with-
out alarming the public by calling oo
lorge mumbers of troops beforehand.

He doe= not want b call out the Army.

“Americans pol norvous when sctive
duty poople sturt doving around,” he
pointed out. “The centerpicos for dealing
with these domestic sifuations hns to be
grounded in the Gaand,”

Along with that, the Guard must pre-
pare to defend the homeland agarmst new
and dangerous threats, Caldern said. “Few
miissions are of greater importance than
secunng our homeland from termorists
M.‘#:hil'.ls 0 employ weapons aof maes de

e, el -

That the Armmy is Videntifying Guard
officers 1o command active component
onits,” ond that iwo nfaniry divisions
comkisting of Guurd combal bngades and
commanded by active Army headguur-
ers will be organired by vear's end fior-
ther indicates how much the nation is
relying on the National Guard, Caldera
said.

The Gusrd can alsoexpect some help in
the pocketbook, he projected.

*The Guard's budget has grown by
abouwt half & billion during each of the last
oo years, an annu growih rete of over
T percent,” he smid. *While vwe have not
ved relensed the fiscal year 2000 budget,
1 can tedl you that it will reflect a continu-
ing increase for both the Anmy Mational
Cuard and Anmy Reserve,”

Last July, soon after becoming the
Army s civilian leader, Caldern visited
the National Training Center in Califor-
nin where he waiched the Army Guards
ldaho-based 1166h Cavalry Brigade go
op againet the | 1th Armored Covalry
Regiment, the Army s most intimidoting
opposing foroe.

“1 was deeply impressed with both the
tough, realistic training of the Mational
Teninkng Center and the warmior spint of
the Army Guand soldiers 1 saw tmining
there,” he told his Washington audrence
in January.

The mission now, the nation"s Guard
leaders scknowledped, is to keep that
spirit alive and kicking into the pext mil-
lennium.
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‘Select, Train, Promote,
ASSIgn’ receives many high-

level endorsements

PROMOTING
7 better WY

By MSgi. Bob Haskell
Mt CGiard Brineay

The tide ix turmifg in favor of the

Army National Guard's enlizeed

promotion sysiem that has boen a
hot-button subject for much of s six-
wyear hispory.

Thes! wis the consensus from simes com-
mand serpeants major attending Jammry's
Army Cuard Senior Leadership Confer-
ence in the ghadow of the nation"s capitall.

Giive it time o work. [1's not perfect,
bart it"s betier than the preyvious system,
which was mo system af ndl. Let the senior
noncommissioned officers supervise the
promotions for the enlisted people. Don't
go back to the good-old-boy way of pro-
ming people.

Such were the endorsements for the
Select-Train-Promote-Assign (STPA)

program introduced in 1992 as & fair and
uniform process for promoting most of
America’s enlisted Army Guard soldiers.

“I've never heard so many. positive
comments about the new promotion sys-
fem from this group as | have heard here
today,” gaid C5M John Leonard Jr., the
Army Guard's command sergeant major
in Washington, D.C., on Janoarys final
Wednesday.

Today"s enlisted force of 321,000 citi-
ren-soldiers inclodes 145,000 people who
wonr sergeants stripes and another 107,000
specinlists, many of whom want o be

Hmwuﬁm.m

FITCHING PROMOTIONS=SGM
Tom McNamara, the Army Guard's
mlmﬂmﬂnﬁﬂf saysthe
on sysiem levels the
pl-lrplrlﬂ field for enlisted troops.

sergeants, explained SGM Tom
McNamur, the personne] sérgeant major
ui the Army Guard’s Readiness Center in
Arlington, Vi

The STPA program is hased on a paint
system intended to level the playing fleld
forevery Guand soldierwho i eligible for
promotion to buck serpesnt and ligher,
and to do awny with the arbitrry ways
that people previodsky made rank.

Mow, CGunnd soldiers eam op to 750
points for nine specific arcas incloding
length of service, weapons profitiency,
phvsical fitness, and military and civilian
edocation, They receive ad many as 250
more points based on their leadership
potential, The Guerd soldiers then com-
pete for promaotions with their peers. in
their specific career fields.

“It’s working well m New York. Now
we're more interesied in stabilizing the
sysiem,” sald Empire State CSM Don
Brawley. “If we go back to the ald way,
we will be undermining the NOO system
as we kavowy i today,”

“We are making promofions & seTior
NOO responsibility,” stresséd Penmsyl-
vanin C5M John Kline. *We need to let
thiz system work for a couple of years™

Those obsereptions wers mefreshing
indeed o Leonard who picked up the
STPA banner two years ago from his
predecessor, retined CSM Larry Pence.

“Some of the stale sergeants major used
to really best me up on this policy,”
Leonard recalled. “Their comments are a
good sign that this program is beginning
o be accepted by the troops in the feld,

“We all know the system is not perfect,
that panis of it still need some tweaking,”
he added. "But, for the most par, the
eenior enlisied ip i 0w more
interesied in improving the parts that con-
cem them than they are in throwing oot
the whole program.™

Pine Tree

PALACE

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Natfome! Guard Bureau

he imposing brown brick

armory on Western Avenoe

i Adgusts had always
secmed festive enough with it
stremmers and balloons of red,

white and blue during the 26 previ-

oos military balls the Maine Ns-
tional Cuard has traditionally hebd
in lare winter or enly spring.

It spurkled like new for the
Maine Guard's 27th Big Dance
recently thanks 1o & 556 million
consirbetion project that has
primed the Maine Nationa] Guand
complex for tha 21at cenfury.

The balcony that hovered over
oné side of the armory 'genll floor
hos been replaced with & huge
rosEn for office space or mectimgs.
New lights and coats of white
paint make the
hilih;mh!g:rlhmh

-

apﬁﬂhlm.hhmﬂm

ready setup with 5 180,000 in intes-
active lelevision equipment, will be
used 1o tradn citizen-soldiers in
military occupational specialtics
and will also be available for civil-

installed, and plans call for 10 more
plis & separte video training room,
ol part of the Buresu”s distance
learmning network, McDoogall ssid.
Up the hill at Camp Keyes, the
17,600 square-foot addition 1o the

The camp, ironically, is named
for a Civil War general who prob-
abily never saw the place. Massa-
Keyes commanded the Union's IV
Corps during the 1852 Peninsula
Campaign and eamed the respect of
Maine men who served under him,

He resigned from the Army in
May 1864 and moved to San Fran-
circo where he prospered as a gold

a 53,6 million fucelift that
includes a new 2400 sqaare-
l’n:lmhhmmhrmﬂa
video conference center,
wpent on & thres-story sddition _ Pholo by M3gL Toby Youngs
to the stase’s Army Guard A CUT ABOVE — Ma|. Gen. Earl
up the hill at Mﬂinl'l'.lﬁ,mhmlrlh-
Camp nhlﬂmﬂirh it mnmu
the Civil War, miner, hanker and wine maker
Huarria Bradeen, o retined before dving in 1895,
sergeant major who served with the Although Maina Civil War regi-
Special Forees in Vietnam, has ments did muster ai Camp Keyes on
overseen the project for nearly two  the way to the front off and on for
years, since Maine's 1 18th the rest of the conflict, it would be
ture anted up the $1.6 million in another 80 years before the camp
state funds needed 10 complement established oo the ofd Mullion farm
the &4 million in federal money the  would become the center of the
National Guard Baresu designated  state”s military organization.
fior the project. Had he by chance visited the
“Froan beginning 1o end these camp bearing his name in s in-
projects were executed as amodel  fancy, Gen. Keyes wouldn't recog-
of efficiency and cooperution,” nize the 38-acre facility today. Most
praised Maine Gov., Angus King in of the buildings have been con-
a letter framed and presented to strucied since the 1920s, acconding
Brudeen during an open house, 10 a report about Maine"s oldest
new classrooms and an National Guard facilities,
kitchen make the armocy The 300 or s0 who danced the
mﬂﬂﬁlﬂlﬂrm:;ﬂm rﬂuummﬂrhmm
24(ch Engineer Crroup 152nd ehed armory experienced that senti-
Maintenance Company. ment. It was hard to believe it was
A distance leaming cender, al- the same place.
e ON GUARD
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Comfortable in
CHEVRONS

By MSgt. Bob Huskell
Meartomal Gisard Brirequ

¥ ) ob Thomas [T has the pedigres af
du & commissioned officer.

“- He holds a master’s degree in
mfu'nmum systems management from
Colorado Techncal University. He is set-
tling in 1o his new job in Washington,
D.C. aschiel of architecture and technol-
ogy for U.S. Customs” vast informuational

network. He has beesi & school board

chairman and a pastor fora Baptist church
in Moninna. His four years of active Adr
Force duty ook him to NATO s military
headguariers near Brussels, Belgham,
Al 37, the mamibon-leaned, B-foot
Thommns could easily be mismaken for an
Aur Ciaard major well on his way o colo-

iuealify therm for commissbons should they
desire to undergo officers irainkog. Civil-
izn bankers, teachers and engineers ane
peppered throughowut the B8 fying wings,
the 4 states and termitonies, who have
already mastered the management ech-
nigues requuired of today’s military kead-
eri

Bui many have thefr own reasons for
remammg in the ranks,
* They like the uability of doing ope

* They like doing essentially they gme
Jobs thut they do a8 civilisne

* They like the edge that their miliary
rATnEg gives their civilian carcers.

= They like dealing directly with and
supervising other enlisted E

= They like doing the immediate work

, instead of the fong-term planning,

* They don't want to endure long
months of officers training school.

The best officers, it has been argued,
have padd thetr dues in the enlisted force.

“Being on the ground Noor gave me
some comimon sense, | got good fmining
from good people,” said Reymond
Bussiere, a retired Maine Air Guard lieu-
tenant colonel who pot in 11 years as an
Anmmy and Ajr Guoard enlisted man before
eaming his commisshon &5 a captain in
198D, whesfhe was 34,

“The enlisted people who worked for
me kpew | cimne froem the enlisted ranke.
That may have helped eam their respect,”™
added Bussiere who is an pusistant prinei-
pal ai Bangor High School nnd Maine"s
Asaistant Principal of the Year for 19949

nel. He speaks with o' quict intensity that But enlisted people who stay in for ai
might murk him as a pilot rather than & least 15 years alsoeam the respect of their
seasoned noncommissioned officer, peers and from most of the officers. They
Yei, the uni- also enm respect-
fiearrn he wears one ghle moathly pay-
weekend most checks, commis-
imonths festone the sary privileges and
chevrons of an cn- retiremnent points,
listed man. He is a it has been potated
master sergeant, OlIL
and he has recently Many, o be sure,
transferred o the have other reaions
Virginia Air for making & ca-
Guard's  192nd resr in the enlisted
Fighter Wing in ranks.
Richmaond ﬂfa [ Vi CANG ORI ol T TN Thomas, who
computer network mmﬁmmmuﬂ became & tradi-
SUPSTVisOr. . . oms job. tbonal Cruardsman
This is the Air in 1987, clxims i

Cuard’s Year of the Enbisied. Fob Tho-
mas 11 is an example of the aducaied
Guard men and women who believe they
can best serve their country by wearing
stripes instead of brass.

*I love wedrng the uniform,” said
Thomas who beft bis family s small ranch
i Montana in 1979 o expand his hori-
zond in the military, "Bt [ want io do the
job for which T am best qualified. 171
bocame an officer, | would probably have
to do something ebse, | know | wouldn't
be as good af anything else as | nm w
information technology.”

Thomas s ol alone.

According 10 the Personnel Informa-
tion and Analysis Office, mvore than 6,500
of the Alir Guard"s nesrly 95 000 enlisted
petple hold bachelor's degrees (ol could

hus been exsier 1o iramefer o dilferend
units 38 an enlisted man while following
civilian jobs to Colorado theee fimes, 1o
Montana, end now to Virginia

His status also mokes it easjer far bim
o remain o member of the Metonal
Gimrd s mmrnthon team, he waid,

Orverall, however, be believes that re-
maining in the ranks has enabled him o
balance his civilian and militry obliga-
thoai o his commutments io his wile and
*foar young chiliren,

“Thenow that I would make more money
id an officer. But 1'm oot in the Guoed for
the money. I'm staving in to serve my
country,” Thomas explained.

*I"ve docided that I"m going to retire as
an enlisted man, and 1'm perfectly con-
tont with that"

a HE

A tragic refuler crash
claimed TSgt. Rich
Visintainer's Iife, but not
his indelible legacy

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Marnenal Guare Biireas

hey called Him “Vis,™ and a
lot of people really Tiked the

guy.
Rich Yimnpininer was & mon with
& gisick emile and o thousand stores,
a trucker who talked about flying
Mnﬂwmmmm

um:l:gnlrnumu.mmm
he loved Notre Dame footbail,
That ia how the Air National
Gunrel's newest entisted hero, TSgt.
Richard Yisintaiper, was temem-
beered dnel mswermed this January by
bie frienda in the Washingion stale
Aidr Goard's 141s Arr Refueling
Wing following & KC-135 Straio-
tnnker craahy in Germany daal killed
s entire four-mnan crew,
Vinintminer, 48, waz the boom
operatar on the plane out of
Fairchild Air Porce Base from Spo-
kame that crashed and bomsed i the
woods near the Duich border, beside
Geilenkirchen Air Base, on the
Wednesday night of Jan. 13 follow-
ing a routine refueling mission.
The tluee other crevwanen were
Mnj. David Fite, the pilot; Capt.
Kenneth Thiele, the co-pilot; and
Maj. Manthew Laiho, the navigator,
Thnu'wyplmtudﬂmm

their families and this country,
Tt also made the 1all and slender
Rich Visinisiner, the fsher of wa

listed members early into itx Year of
the Enlissed.

Washington Alr Guard
TSgt. Rich Visintalner
was remambered for his
indomitabie spirit by his
many friands.
Holte's mont recent book,
"Wirsiing Every Day,” it he
had gonen for Christmas,
He told his 18-year-old
daughter Bridget over the
that he would see
her i neoaple of wesks an
- casunlly as if he were driving
an 18-wheeler into peighbaor-
"IHHS.;:.SmTu.. ing Tdahe.
i close frignd and one of the Faie, herwever, ook a iraglc
Mﬁhﬁ. turn for Visimminer und the
outinely throe ather men in Cermamy
pump thoukands of pounds 11 nights later.
of fuel into military air- *1t"s hard on the children
plancs a1 27,000 feet fiom because they didn't get 1
boom pods in the ils of the chance to tell their father
tanker m explained his &
“He put in lots of hours in 3§
hils civilian joh as & truck ‘I‘I-:aﬂ-mmﬂ.lhuddni.
driver,” Via added, “then he ook cpre of |is own affer the
puil i losts of hours to stay craal,
proficient as a flyer. He was “You feed just wrapped
a claasy kind of guy.” by them,” nr&“hut o
“He loved 10 converse, He “They"ve been there every
e e e 5 ki
casy A Jan, 32 memorial service
with him,”™ recalled MSpt. for the four crewmen thas
568, Mol *packied 200 people iito the
bor. 7Y Spokane Opera House “was &
tremendous tribute 10 those
he was falking about truck- men's lives." she added. “Ti
ing, and 1 sure that when eateeded all of my expecta-
be was with his fiong,”
buddics he was talking shouot Washingion state Gov,
fyng. He always wanied o Liocke, o Charcs Rabte,
ear ol Rlops, even when - communder Force'
Richand Visintainer's military ca- Diher memaries endure, Gen. Paul Weaver Jr., Director of
reer spanned three decades, He grew His fonmer wife, Susan, recalled a the Air National Guard, and CMSge
up in Michigan and enfisted in the Air trip they took 1o Hawail with other Gary Broadbent, Weaver's senior
Force for four years in October 1968, Air Guaed couples in February 1979, entisted advisor, paid their respects
He spent m toar in Viemam. He joined soon after they were mmmied. A pho- in the patriots who made the ultimate
the Washingion Air Guand in Septem- " tograph of them lying side-by-side in wncrifice for their comiry.
ber 1977, got out three # boom pod s one of “We have lost four of our mos:
years luter when he her treasures. They tressured,” said Col. James Wynne,
moved sway from the “Th'ﬂj’ Wwere us, nOW part  hedbeenmariedfor  the 141 Wing commander, during a
({74 ' -Beview daily ne :
lHi;-l.lrfl'I::;aﬂtﬂht Ufﬂﬂiimmﬂj’m]] from Prance &s ofien "ﬂuymm.mwpn‘fnfuh
med Vin and Olson a2 he could Luss full gome. They will someday be re-
Cither fricadships someday be replaced. Yet  because bis son placed, Yet they are ireptaceshie.”
fnl':wd. ) P ' H I;ﬁtyphydm; Each mun wis bononed with the
" schoal foothall Alir Porce 1
Cope Theme Tt tDEY @reirveplaceable”” \VETINECE L fe Metorion Service
a tanker piiot, at the playoffa, Vie zaid, Rich Visintwiner, the Air Quard’s
Wendernene and COL.,. JAMES WYNNE And two things newest enbisted herm, was lndd o rest
Mlﬂlfm fd4isit ARW commander prancimed following a Jan, 27 memorial service
noar the Vinintainer Visintainesr's x af the Redeemer Litheran Charch in
[amily s home b eas- night in Spokane Spokane.
e Spokane and in Bstres, France, before two of the 141st’s tankers took Sersan Vinintniner remembened
during an 18-day deployment tast fall, off for two weeks of NATO duty him i her own way during » tele-
“He had, realistically, & 15 handij- Germany on Jan. 3. phone infervicw a day eardier.
cap. He belicved he could drive every He gave Tibbiits his copy of former “He was & great Father,” she said.
bole o the green,” recoumted Tibbits. Notre Dame foothall coach Lo “We loved him very muoch.”
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THEY CALLED HIM ‘VI5*

Helping shape ‘Minutewoman’

iy MSgt. Bob Haskel
N-:.r.rra.rnd Crucrrdd Brareom

. n:dd].r Vega never shirked his day
o, bt his exirscurricular eomir-
butions as g gifted sculpior have

secured his special plice inthe rolls of Air

Mational Cuard enlisied people whohave

mndie & difference.

The Pucno Rico Alr Guard®s retired
chief master sergennt and senior enlisted
sdvisor basked in his 15 minutes of fame
lmst July in Washingion, [L.C,, with the
mnveiling of “The Minutewoman. ™

The occasion was the retirement din-
ner for L, Gen. Edward Boca as Chael of
the Mational Cusrd Bureau,

¥oga's iwo-foot tall scul prure was dedi-
cated o the women who have stood shoul-
der-to-ehoalder with the Motbonn) Gonnd's
historic minuteme.

The pece that first occomed o Yega
back in 1979 depicts 2 delerminsd woman
pragping & musket while her son and
danghter cluich her walst, A pirchiork,

L]

Pholo by MSgt Bt Muaol

Muryland, in 19 Mmshionod the bust and
ewird named for retined Mississippl Con-
gresaman GV, “Sonny™ Montgomery. It
in’ the highest honor presented by the
National Guand Burcan during s De-
cember rthday celebrations

Other gifted Cuard men and women
roatinely chirm crowds with rendifion
of ihe Mutional Anthem end othermoving
musical tributes that requine prepanstions
above and beyond their nonmal duties.

They call it giving something back.

“It’s my way of paving back whit the
Gaard has done for me eod my wife and
rwodnughiers, " sadd Vega, 62, who served
40 years in ihe Pueno Rico Al Cuard as
*a jed mechanic snd quality sssmnce in-
spechor,

He retired in 1996 after foor years oy
the enlisted leader of the U.S, territory's
nearly 1,200 Air Guardmenibers,

The native New Yorker begasn perfect-
img his art at the sefect Manhattan High
School of Avintion Trades. He moved 1o
Puerto Rico m 1955 and joined the Atr
Clunrd in Februsry 1956,

He also perfocied his eve for
archery that carred lim o the
1972 Olympics in Munich
where be got soquainted with
meembeers of the Inrasl team wha
were massscred by Arad lermor-
s,

=1 e oo a Jewish neigh-
b in the Bronx, so I made
frieas with the Isreli athieies,”
Vi recalled. “What
to thiem was & terrible tragedy. ™

Bui sculpting gave him his
undepue identity, His works in-
chude & kneeling archer, Christ

on the cross, sl Cervantes’

EGA's - Hetired CMSgL. herosc figure Don Cuixote,
Freddie Vega admires a crucifix he sculpted The inspiration for “The
from his Puario Rlco home. Minutewoman,™ Vega ex-

symbolizing domestic duties, stands be-
slile them.

“Thin woman may have pever heand
from her minuteman again.” Yega ne-
Aecied i the cory home he shares wiih
Aurors, his wife of 36 years, in Carolina
that borders Poerto Rico’s capital of San
Juan,

“The mimmbewoman had 10 mise her
family and dafiend her bome and our
vitlnes mnd beliefs in his absence,” Vega
added. “She ulso represents today’s
wonmenl in our Army and Alr Matonal
Clunnd who, through soccessful dedics-
tion, have enmed their places in every
career ficld from cled typist to et Tighter

Gt

“Profecting familics has been the pri-
imnary motivations for the defense of oo
colmiry,” Vega poimed out.

He is hardly the only enfisted member
who has celebrued the Guand’s couse
with artiatic insight.

SMSgi Walter Sistrunk, s visual infor-
mntion manager af the AirGuard's Readi-
ness Center at Andrews Adr Force Base in

ploined, struck him whils he
was scalpting his own version of a8 min-
wieman late info many nights for the Pro-
fessional Military Education Center al
McoGhee-Tyson AFB, Temwn., while at-
tending the NOD Academy in 1979,

"I had plenty of time o think alsout ovy
family hack home. | began to get 8 lonely
fecling. You might call it homesick,”
Vepa explained in o 1980 letter to his
Poerto Rican superiore. “Af those lnie
bours {sometimes 2 wm,} my only com-
panbon wias the minwternan | was making.

“Then it hit me Tike a Hghi.”™ he added.
“Why should T complnin about just six
weeks iway from home? The minuieman
has been alone without o companton for
203 yenrs,”

Maj. Gen, Donald Shepperd, then Di-
reciorof the Adr National Guard in 'Wash-
ingion D.C., bought into Vega's idea 16
years [ater, in Apnl 1996, The Air Guard
eniimed man kept om giving for 21 mone
moanths, well into his retirement, as he
muodided his feelings ahout National Gosrd
womanhood o his enduring work of
arl.
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* The Ironman:

2.4-Mile Swim,

112-Mile Bike Ride,

26.2-Mile Run

e only genera
conguer lronman tnathion
conguer ironman tnatnlos

By SMSgt. Vicky Cerino
Mebraska National Guard

f you get tired thinking about spend-

ing an hour doing physical exercise,

imagine up to 17 hours of non-stop
:nrlmmin.g. biking and running.

MNebraska Abr Guard Brig. Gen. Ned
Gireene doesn't meed to. Last October be
findzhed ope of the most physically and
mentally groeling world competitions —
the Ironman Triathlon World Champion-
ship in Kona on Hawaii®s Big leland,

Greene, who was never an athbete and
really doesn "t enjoy ranning. finished the
Ironman — a 2.4-mile ocean swim, 112-
mile bike race and 25.2-mile run —in jusi
over 16 hours,

This is the same 5-foot, S-inch, 140
pournider who had o stop three times
while running & mile 10 vears ago afber
deciding he needed to get in shape,

The Cormhusker State Ajr Goard
Headquamer's chiel of stail, sl insrc-
tor ad the University of Nebraska Modical
Center College of Dentisiry, said his tran-
sitboin fromm little exercize 1o one of the
maost physically-draining feats known lo
mikn was secidental,

“Once you pet past foor, five or six
mibes, it's like cruise conirol.” Gresne
said, “lt doesn't take much mone,

“Rummning freds your mind up to o mew
dimension,” he continued. *1've come up
with 20 muny creative ideas while run-
tr-lnl..-"

He staned setting goals for himself 1o
keep motivated, Since 1989, be has par-
ticipated in many competitions, inclad-
ing two marathons and three Canadian
Ironman competitions, one of which he
iidni finish. But the marathons weme just
niot enough.

“A lot of people can do marathons, but
it's harder to pui it all tegeiher o do o
trimthlon,” he sxid. “The top people in the
world train for the lronman.

“The harder it is, the more meaningiul
it is when you finish.™

The Ironmun, which began in Febmary
1978, is the bruinchild of Navy velerun
John Collins. The nume of the race came
from his description of the type of ath-
letes who would compete,

" Anyone who can findsh this surely has
the right to be called an ‘Ironman,™
Collins concluded.

Most of the 1, 500 people who compete
in the Ironman qualify by compeiing

mmong ofhers in their age category, li's
difficuli to even get imo the competition.
Every year sthletes from 50 countries vie
o compete, Ironman officials reported.

Athletes gain entry info the lromeman by
earning it ot one of the 12 U.S, domestic
qualifying events, or at one of the nine
injernational mces held throughout the
year, officials explained.

Greene wais lucky — he won by the
lottery system. He was
one of 150 men and
women out of 3,000 in
the world who applied
1o the lotiery.

He's been applying
for cight yeam.

“Each year 1'd call up
on May kst and hear the

[RON

It was & bad start, a tough swim,” be
reculled. “1 was just tired and exhagsted
and [ wasn'i feeling too well. 1 had sali
waler in my mouth and was sfung on my
arms, legs and neck by half-inch jellyfish
for about & half-bour. ™

Ome man’s longoe swellad after being
stung om his iongue, he said,

Greene: glso trailed mony other swim-
TS,

*You want 1o be in
ihe myix, ot behind ev-
eryone. Il ook me &
while 1o get back inio
the mix,” he said.

The next challenge
was a 112-mile bike
ricle o stnong winds,

“It was rermible.” he

same thing, “Thanks for
trying., keep trying.” the
son would say,

“1 found out you don"t
have to call and s if
vl made the lotery or
not. They came to you,”
Gireene snid.

A television crew
showed up at Green's
civilian workplace and
caught fim by sarprise,

“] dudn’r keoow what
they were there for,” he
said. "1 saw & bag of
ilfiz, and they told me |
was chosen in the lot-
iery. | couldn't belisve
i

In order 1o compets,
he had to qualify & one
of 23 worldwide quali-
fymg cvents. He quali-
fied in Springfield, M.
According to [ronman
records, he is the only
general officer to com-
pete in and finish the
e,

The lotery celebra-
tion, however, was
shortlived. From Muay
through Ocviober he
pushed hinself to the
limit 1o get ready for
Hawnii, Fellow Alr
Guardsmen, Col. Bob
Bailey, Lt. Col. Car]
Willert and Maj. Oeorge Boshae helped
hilm train — in heat, wind and rain.

Greene knew the lronmnn would be no
walk in the park.

Dni the day of the evend, triathleies
batiled a hot sun and 25 mph winds tha
gusted to 45 mph.

He started his 2.4-mile swim in rolling
waves al the pier in Kailua, Hawaii.

saick, “1 almost quit.”

That gut-check oc-
cirred atmile 25 when
headwinds reduced
him 1o & crawl

“1 was thinking, 'l
canmakeil, Peoplequit
pnd kick themselves
You may not make it
but you don't wint o
quiL. [ was so afrald of
mot making it

“1 was emotionally
distraught.” he added,
"1 thought, “If [ ever
finish this, I'll pever
do thas agmin,™™

Nover say never.

Afercompleting the
bilce ride, Gireene lnced
up his eneakers io ke
an the 26.2-mils s
over Hawaii's rolling
hills that basically sits
afop A voleano.

“The scepery was
beautiful,” he said.

Greene encountensd
many people throdgh-
oul the moe who wens
having a tough time -
many whom couldn’t
finish because of de-
hvdration, injunes, flal
tires and other bari-
£T3,

Hall of the partici-
pants also get physi-

cally sick.
He kept nnning.
The winds, 45 mph st times, were said
to have been the most vicious in Ironman

"I'h:lwhﬂin]"hh'l.ltliihluhllﬂlil
was severe in Hawaii,” Greene said. "1
wis booking for divine interventionat one
poin,

“When voure out there 14 to 16 bours,
you redlize how many different emotions
youl go throogh, from severe depression
to euphoria,” e continued, *So much of
it is mental.™

Cireene siid he pandered many things
on hix way to the finish line. i

“You stert making promises (o God ...
like when you have to ke a test and you
say you'll pever wait unti] the Jast minwie
b studdy aosin ™ he related. *1
I'd be & betier person ﬂ]mﬂ]ﬂ."

Rocers had a midnight deadline (17
hours) 1o reach the finish line,

“IF youo don 't get there by exscily mid-
might, you aren’t considersd an official
finisher and don’t get a finishing T-shir.
There are no excuses.”

The end was in sight shonly after 11
pom.. With two-tenths of & mile remain-
ing. Greene recalled being overcome by
emodion.

“All of o sudden there were many
people,” he said, "l was the preatest
mioment. 1 was crowded, late o night,
like o parsde, The feel of if ... soeing the
finish lipe, was all worth &,”

AL 16hours, T minnies and 23 seconds,
the general ended a day of physical activ-
ity that had begun ar 7 Lm.

1 felt like I came in first,” be said.

He crossed the finish Hne with kis wife,
Linda, and daughter, Effie, 7, right be-
hind him.

“You realize the importunce of sup-
port. It keeps you going when you know
n family member is there ai the end. 1
can't imagine doing it alope,” he said,

When the jubilation and suphoris of
the Ironman was over, Groene said he
expericnoed one of the bigpes ket-downs
of his life - atypical feeling athletes have
after big events,

"The worst thing about achieving the
godl is the let-down afterward."” he said.
“It was & very big let-dowmn.”

He didn't stay down for long. The
general’s cumently trabining for another
marathon el said e hiopes (0 compete in
the Eronmen apain.

His next goal: to hike the Grand Can-
yon this July, That adventure will entail a
rim-lo-rim, up and down hike that will
cover 45 miles in three days, He and 20
other members of the Nebrasks Army
and Air Guard fully expect that "vaca-
Hon™ o tax thelr bodies and minds.

Perhaps there is a subtle lesson of life
when it comes to physical obstaches.

“The feeling of physbcal exertion helps
o O¥EITOme & attitode,”
Greene said. Y ou know any attitude you
have will pass. Meeting and conquering
obstacles ks kind of like fife.

“It's not so much the event,” he ob-
served, “but how you perceive it."
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Buckeya womel

nedically-undersernved in suatemala

Angels OF
MERCY

By SrA. Elizabeih Dubina
e National Craarnd

t was as if “God had smiled in the room.”

This was how Capt, Kathy Tyree recalled & recent
L wip to Guatemala where she helped wach rwo broth-
ers whio hod not heard s sound thelr entire lives atter their
first words.

*1 taught them 1o say "Mama,” -lndd:mltn-nkﬂ:cmlu
their mother so she could hear them, ™ she recalled.

“It was an extremely emotional moment for every-
one.”

Many of the medically-deprived Guatemalans that
Tyree and SrA. Nicole Buntin served during a humani-
tarian mcdical mission would swear that the two memi-
bers of the Mansfield, Ohio-based 17%h Airlift Wing
had browght & slice of heaven to eanth.

Tyree, u 179th readiness officer who warks i audiol -
ogy in civilion life, and Bunfin, a public health techni-

. cianTlew

to Cauntesnals City o deliver nuach nesded
mmeedbcal relbed to some of that Central Asnerican country ' s
pootest communities. To reach those people they en-
dured & seven-hour trip up 2 dusty, winding road in an
overcrowded, antiguisted bus,
The Buckeye Indies visited foor villages in eight days,
logging 15-hour days in sustere conditions.
‘W:m:ﬁdng:mﬂhnl.“ﬂmﬂnuml “From
parasite immunizations and pulling teeth,

Mmmmmﬂﬁhww

MERCY MISSION ~ Ohlo Alr Guard Capt. Kathy Tyree, a readiness
officer with the 178th Alrlift Wing who works in audiology in civillan lie,

fits a young Guatemalan girl with a hearing aid.

to teaching public health classes on how (o wash hands.™

She said that one family walked four-and-a-half hours
to receive medical atiention.

“On avernge,” Buntin recalled, “&500 poople would
wakl in line each day for medical treatment.

“I the last willage, on owr last day, 2400 peopbe stood
in linc in hopes of seeing a doctor,™ she sdded. *“Unfor-
mnaiely, we ran out of medicine and could not treat
everyone. We maved the children to the front of the line

o treat them first.” |

Tyree spent her time helping the hearing-impaired.
- Sive administered hearing tesds, and passed out hesring
aicls and ear molds i people who had never beard bafore.
Warioos civilian companics and military organizations
provided $35,000 in medicine and medical supplics.

According to Tyree, the relief misshon not only had a
profound effect on her and many villagers, bist also for

Guatermnalen Army translator, Lt Oscar Asensio,

“He didn"t like Amernican peospls, he thought we wene

greedy,” Tyree explained. “After be met us, he fell in

love with Amercans. He
said it was becuuse he saw
how much we cared when
we helped the people, and
hirw we caned when we
ocoukin"t halp,

“You want to help ev-
eryone 50 badly,” she coni-
tinued, bt we only had
the daylight hours o work,”

It was the dascovery of a
hearing-impaired school
named Escuele For Sk
Ninos Sordps that made
Tyree and Buntin realize
their job woulda't be fin-
ished before their deploy-
menl entded The Guard-
meembers were only able 1o
treat o handiul of the
echiood s 60 students.

As 3 resuli, both wene
allowed to return (o Grante-
ki (o theoe days amonth
|ater.

Tyree said the first day
was spent educating the local population about hearing
loss, hearing conservition mnd hearing protection. She
expluined that many adulis suffered from hearing loss
ecause onal health progrivms sre not enforced.

(e soldier | treated admited 1o shooting his weapon
without hearing protection,” she said, adding that many
factory workers also failed io sofegoand their cars even
though they ane surrounded by loud machinery.

Hearing loss in children, however, was mostly due to
penetics or discase,

“SWhen you realize this region = full of remole vil-
Iages, with incomes aversging 52 o weck, it"s casier o
understund why resources 1o trent diseases like menknggl-
tis jiist aren’t available,”

The remaining two days were spent conducting mong
closses and fitting the school children with 152 hearing
nids, generously donation by the Minneapolis-based
Storkey Heanng Aids

*“Dine woman told us we wenz angely sent to Guatemala
by God,” Tyree related, “1o help her child hear again.”

From Page 3

Southeast Alr Defense Sector com-

dinn forces at Tyndall "ememplifies the
spirit” of NORADs 40-year-old bi-na-
tiomal agreemend.

Col. John Cromwell, Westem Air
Diefense Sectorcommander, was eciiatic

his redar screen for potential enemy aircraft.

Phato by MSgt. Sob Hasked

MONITOHING SUCCESS — S5gt. Jan McNally, a weapons director
with the Tyndall AFB-based Southeast Air Defense Sector, checks

mander Col. Ted Krmemer, wene pre-
gerd when inspectors shored  their
evaluntions.

“Ti"s sipnificant that the Guard has
been while to achieve such superior re-
suli= in the time that we have,” Bumen
eaid. *“The Air Force leadership hos
e bo trust os with the most sensitive
mibssion, and that's air defense. We're
proad af that,™

Kmemner exprossed pride, boi nod
surprise, over the performiance temed
i by thrse In his sector,

“The temmwork | have seen cvery
duy nt the sector is whal brought such
pwesome resuls,” he insisied.

Canadinn Forces Brig. Gen. Jim

Hunter agreed, adding that the coop-
erntion botween American ond Cona-

over the inspector’s findings,

“An “outstanding’ not only demon-
strates how well we have come ogether
within the sector, but with the other
sections amd our L he said,

For Mortheast Air Defense Seciorcom-
mander Col. Michsel Corbenl, who can
recall the doys when the 151 Air Force
was iransitioning from the sctive com-
ponent to the Guard, the inspection’s
outcome was particularly signifitant.

“It’s apparent this mission iz well
suited to the Air Metional Guard,” he
otserved. “Combine this achlevement
with the corrent trend in flight safety
siatistics, and it i= evident the Adr Na-
timral Grizard k= now setting the standard,
perhaps oven a benchmark, that others

. must now strive (o meet.”
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NEWS

Charles Fleming and MSgt. Travis Haber-
man, members of the Air National Guard Train-
gz mnad m‘mﬂﬂﬁ'tﬂﬂﬂfﬂlﬂﬂm
development brunch, were recognired by the
Naotional Guard Burean for making the Supervi-

The cotirse is currently taught two o thiee
timies o vear in esch state. Dften, superyisors-mst
trnvel firom their unii to atend the course, inour-
ring both travel and per dicm expenses, By deliv-
cring the course ina distributive lemming formal;
afficials poted; it will allow supervisors to iake
ithe course of their home or umit,

Ehhmh:dﬂrﬁ’mﬁﬁnhn-
Guard 130eh Amriift Wing
in Charleston i.rmnhl.LS AirForee Chicl of
Stnfl"s Team Bxcellence oompetition necéntly
beating out 22 active componant squadis.

According to SMSgt. Joseph Neeman, the
130th"s propelsion ssciion supesintendent, the
group was the firet such Air Guard undt o win the
coimpetitbon since its inception in 1992,

Thie purpose of the competition, MNeenin noled,
wits 10 improve the quality and the way things ane
dope in all the Foroe's maintenance sections.

Mot content with sisply winmning, the Chorles-
o crew also Identified four repair processes that
coold be improved,

One of those money-saving idens mvolved the

of the propeller blade heater boot.
Momt units, Neenan sald, send the boot to o facil-
ity that performa depot-level repairi. The boot is &
rabberized heating pad that prevents the pro-
pelier’s rotating mechanism from freexing.

Meenan's crew realized they could do the re-
placement locally after o visit to the Robbins
AFR, Ga,, depot site. Afler genting approval. the

group spent a week an Reblring leaming the

“Mcroas the floet, pn-npl.r.lrulﬂvhg trauble
with the ghiing process,” Mesnan reporied.
“We'vie pretty much got the process mniled here.
The good part is that we have told other C-130
units about what we do and they're stepping up
und doing the replacements 100.”

To date, Meenan's shop has replaced 108 heaier
boots without & problem;

A perciled imprint of & friend’s name taken
from the wall &t the Vietnam Meniorial in Wash-
tnypton BLC., sifs on the desk of Brig. Gen. Thio-
A%

"When | see this ctching, | think of the person,
ot the raik, nol the tile, bul a frend who |
knew,” said Maguire, communder of the New
York Air Guand’s [(5th Airlifi Wing in

Newburgh.

It is wns prompred the construction of the 104th
Memorial Park, which features a tiled wall listing
ithe names of all the wunit"s former members. The
nommes ane listed withowt mank or title.

~Army Chiel of Sl Gen. Dennis
Fnimar (laft) recognizes Oklahoma's

SFC Darrell Robinson and S8qt
'-Mnmmhl-

try, Inﬂ

mhmmm
Mationa! (Fuard Bureaw

MM#‘MMM J. Reimer

recenily presented the Chief of Saff Supply Ex-
cellence Awards. The following won at the Guard

T:-Hnljﬂi;rh&. m
{:mp-:;rh lnﬂlhﬁr.-,. 133rd Infan-

mmmm

Ist - 109th Medical Ba

Zndd = 21 0th Finance

The Arkansay Alr Guard's 187th Fighter
Wing in Montgomery. was awarded the Adr Com-

bat Commund Flight Sufety Awand for flying |

-lzmuh;gtdmmnmmfhuhmﬂ :
i il

1t was the fifth time in the last decade thar f
unit has recelved the honor,

Additionally, 187th F-16 afr crews have re-
cetved the Mational Guard Bureau's Flight Safeiy
Plaque seven oat of the last 10 yesrs.

An ice fishing fund-raising
held 1o

deploy o Kuvwail for nine momths Infer this vear.
As one of the U5, Army’s 11 ATS units, the

B e fundraiser, haiched by SSgt, Steve Nelsan,

drew a recond-breaking 8,000 anglers.

The Maine Nationsl Guard reeeived a Com-
munity Service Awand during the Kennebec Val-
key Chamber of Commence”s annual swards ban-
quet in the capital city of Augusta, Jan. 20,
Hiﬁ-ﬁmg:;mm l;ﬂﬂmil:u-

sccepted the award on behalf of Maine
BMMMWM

Adams praised the troops’ “Maine work ethic
and imnovative skills” for winming ULS, repair
contracts, for helping the siate recover from a
crippling lce storm in January 1998, and for pro-
ducing the nation’s supply of National Guard
paper forms at the Camp Keyes peinting shop in

The Mational Guard is ope of Maine s Largest
mplﬂjmwﬂh Army and Air Guard umits lo-

the stmbe. 11 is finomced by an
-nnlhmg::fsmmﬁummmmuijﬁm
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RIGHTING
Mother Natures

WRONG

By MSgt. Bettina Puckeit
Maryland Army National Guerd

/0 aryland Army Guard efigineers

% /1 went 1o work recently o fix

LW A problem severs Mooding caused
more than 30 years ago.

Members of the Free State Army
Guard's 243nd Engineer Company were
tasked with restoring rwo wetlands next
10 Marshyhope Creek in Federalsharg,
ago when town officinls asked the 1.5,
Corps of Engineers to dredge the crock
and dumg the sediment into the bondenin

et —

While dredging the creck eased the
fooding, the sil-filled wetlands disturbed
the balance of omture. Wetlands, msist
environmentalist, are vitpl iothe health of
the Chesapeake Bay's flora and fauons,
Experts say they serve a3 a natural filter,
kecping some pollutants from entering
the bay, and are & habitat for wildlife.

The project, reported Capt. Stoan
Mellon, 243 comnpatyy commander, wis
not casy.

“We have exercised every pioce of
exquipment we hawe on hand,”™ he said.

Earth-moving unit members operaled
balkdorerm, front-end loaders, all-teomin
cranes, scraper pans, 30-ton durnp tmscks
mid other picoes of heavy oquipment.

Spe. Sean Taylor, who is assigned 1o

rescus mission.

EQUIPPED to RESCUE

CWO2 Robert Vetscher, an Instructor pliot with the
Minnesota Army Guard's 3rd Battalion, 147th Aviation,
mw“mMﬂMI .

a new :
mummuuﬂm pliots to de-
tect people and objects based on small differences In

ture. The unit will use the imaging system (o
them In its newly assigned, state-supporied search

T

the company’s hendguarnters at Camp
Fretierd micar Baltimore (the company s
Detachment 1 is locaied in Salisbury,
while Detachment 2 is m Cakland}), saw
the envimonmental project as a greal op-
porunity to get in some “stick time™ -
meanmyg shifting gears on the big con-
struction vehicles,

"We get a project and we like to knock

syslem,

Photo by Sgi. Ed Roling
it oul" sxid Tayloer, a Germantown resi-

! dent whio drives Metro buses in Washing-

ton DhC., in civilian life.

Deespite difficuli conditions, the sol-
dicrs worked full-speed, scooping silt oul
of one welland and transporting the maie-
rial 1o locations where fill dirt had been
requecsicd.

*They would wodk night and day if you

: 0L 'PE - . Mary-
land's Spe. Bill Ramey uses B
backhoe to help restora a walland
area near Marshyhope Creek.

tald them to," suid SFC James Evans,
243 first sergeant,

Evans recalled vears ago when Army
bulldorers were used for digging. then
refilling. tank trenches,

“This is pood traiming becaise (the
wetlands) will be used after we're gone,”
b wnddd.

While the unit was only expeciad 1o
complete watk on ooe of the wetlmmds
daring ity two week training, Muoryland
engineers began work on the second wet-
Land afier jusy eight days,

“They have been basting o™ Mellon
mnrvelled. “Ti totally blew os away th
we conld get that far.”

Although the Guardmembers routine]y
logged [0-plus-hoar days, no one secmed
b i,

“It" smot like you"ne watching the clock,™
aabd Spe. Sieve Duckers, a pan-time Goard
truck driver from Cakland who works
full-time for n construction company.

The wetlands project — the first com-
rmantity formy for the recently activated
engincer company — also allowed the
cittzen-soldiers o work with the Mary-
land Depariment of MNatural Resoorces
(DNR) niudl several other apencies,

“They are savmg us o lot of money,"
noled Mancy Stewart, 8 project mannger
with the DNR's Watershed Restoration
Division. “These guys are doing a fantas-
tie job,™

Stewnan snid if the DNR had contracted
ot the work, it woald have cost roughly
$220,000. Therefore, Mellon estimated,
the Gunrd wis saving the sisie about
5150,000.

The project hax a number of environ-
mental bepefi, Stewart added, inclsd-
ing helping 1o resione e stabe plants like
the pumpkin ash, which was thought to be
alrrst exinet.

When the three-year project is finithed
this summer, she noted, the wetlands will
be accessible 1o the public,

‘Which is just fine for Spe, Bill Ramey.

The backhoe opermior said he intends io
shonw his eighit-year-old son Billy what he
and other hard-working engineers did to
right Maother Matune s wmong.
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* Burgin Takes Charge + Ventura Visits * Medics confront Mitch

Brig. Gen. Alexander Burgin
has been selected 1o bead the more
than 10,000 Beaver State Ammy
mnid Adr Guard memibers. ;

He will replace Maj. Gen.
Raymond (Fred) Rees, who was
recenily named the National Guard
Burean's Viee Chief,

“Genernl Burgin is a tried and
tested leader with an excellem

NORTH DAKODTA

recond, who understands my vision Horth Dakots
for the Oregon Mational Guard. He Army Guard PFC
clearly possesses the ability to lead Kalvin Osborn
the Guard into the 215t century,™ hauls a steel
Gov. John Kitzhaber said, Bty U Ior &
Burgin's nowminoiion caps a SOVEN-room
distinguished J0-vear career il medical clinle
included serving as Oregon’s in- built by members
terrm mdjutant peneral from Cefo- of the Peace
ber 1993 10 Auguast 1994, Garden Stale's
He began as an enlisted soldier 141st Engineer
in Victnam and has served more Battalion and
than 25 years in the Oregon Ma- Bolivian Army
pomal Guard. He has held numer- engineers in
ous leadership positions, inclhuding southermn Bolivia.
rifle company commander both in Mare than 200
Rosebury and Medford; battalion troops trom the
commander of the 2nd Battalion, state have re-
162nd Infamtry in Cottage Grove. turned home
Burgin was deputy brigade com- ahier deploying to
mander of the 415t Infantry Bri- the region as part
“General Birgin hns that rare St
combinatson of tulemts that makes mission.

himm nol only an ouitstanding com-
bat seasoned field commander, bat
alsn o great administrator who's
number ane concerr s the welfare
of his soldiers,” spid Rees,

mumm

MINNESOTA

Grav, Jess Ventara, a fornser
Mavy SEAL, expressed an eager-
ness bo [Ty high in an F-16 with the
Duluth-based 148th Fighter Wing
during his firsg visit as the Gopher
State's commander m chief,

The governor added that being in
charge of nearly 12,000 Army and
Air Guardmengbers was like livin
a dream, -

“You can go fiom an enlisted
mian Lo a commander-in-chief, and
this i the only place in the world
you can do thal,” Vientura said.

In a one-hour meeting, Ventura
showed e was femilkar with the
Gunrd’s operations and received o
commtmient for the F- 16 ride and a
tour of Camp Ripley. He rode ina
humves back to the Capitol.

Wenturn also was jovial with
Guardmembers, loudly quering, “1s
there any Mavy here? We gotin get
more Navy here,”

Twenty-two members of the
Cheyenne-based 153rd Medical
Squadron deploved 1w Honduras: 1o
provide medical assistance 1o citi-
zens still realing over the aliermath
of Hurricane Mitch,

"We are all excited aboid the
opportunity (o pot inio practice
what we do in fraining,” said Maj.
James Woehl, deployment com-
mander. “We have many highly
qualified medical personnel.”

By MSgi. Bob Haskell
Natiomal Guard Burean

More than 158 Army National Guard seldiers
were on duty in support of western New York
staie’s battle with blirzands that buried Buffalo and
crealed a state disaster emergency in three counties
during January's second week, Guard officials
reported.

Gov, George Pataki initially placed more than 30
roops, members of the Buffalo-based 152nd Engi-
neer Batialion, on state active duty to help dig out
that city with five-ton dump mecks and froag-cod
loaders.

“While snow in this region iz not wnmosoal, i s
unusual (o receive 8 winter's worth of snow in one
week,”™ the govemnor pointed oat.

CWEW VORE

He brought more citizen-soldiers on boand Jan. 6
o help Department of Transporation workers deal
with the blirrards and high winds that led 1o the
state of emergency for Chautsoqua, Niagars and
Erie conniies along the shores of Great Lakes Erie
and Onitario,

“Once again the men and women of the New
York Mational Guard ane there 1o help when New
Yorkers noed them most,” Paiaki said.

"The Gunrd's commitment to geiting the job
done will go a long way toward gerting life hack o
mormal as quickly as we can,” be added,

Some 50 Guardmembers with at least 15 pieces
of equipment were dispatched to Dunkirk, situsted
on the Lake Ene shore, and o Morth Tonawanda
and Lockport north of Buffalo with Thruway Au-

thorily snowplows and personnel.

"The teams will angmeni local efforts io help
clear the ling of sight at ilemecthsis and open
secondary roads to emergency vehicles,” the gover-
nor sakd,

Mew York's Guardmembers know the winter
ddinll

Some 4,000 were called out for 1ast Jameary's ice
storm that paratyzed parts of New York and three
other northesstern states,

Guard soldiers also helped Buffalo with show
removal during a blizzand in 1995,

“During the storm of 1995, the National Gaard
was there for the people of Buffalo and our entire
stade,” pointed ot Maj. Gen. John Fenimore, the
Empire State's adjutant general. “We are proud
thiat Gov, Pataki has decided to call on the Guard
once agmin o belp keep our strects safe.”
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Capturing a Bronze
moment in TIME

he S4th Massachusetis Infantry Regiment’s -

saubi on heavily-defended Fort Wagner, where

nearty half the regiment was killed, may have
been hopeless, but it was not in vain,

That July 16, 1863 Civil Warbattle oo South Carolina’s
Mormis [sland, proved that African-Americans — the
54ith was one of the fimt black regiments in the Union
Army = could fight as well as whilte

The film Glory recounts the story
of the S4th Maseschusetis and their
young white comnmander, Cal. Rob-
ert Giould Shaw. Those who saw the
film may remember the incredibly

hind the opening and closing cred-
its, Those figures are from the Shaw
“Memorial, o grest work of work
wiose roots are firmly planted in
the hisiory of the Mational Guord,

Surviving members of the 54th
Masanchusens first sugpested 4 me-
mirial 1o their young colonel in his
homeiown of Boston in 1 865, butit
was almost 20 years later before
serious planning began. A coemmmit-
tes sugpested an equesirian stafue,
‘bt Shaw's wealthy and influential
parents rejected that idea.

The Shaws wanied the memornial
to include the African-American sol-
dicrs their son had so ably led.
Augustus Saint Gaudens, the sculp-
tar commissioned in 1884 1o pro-
duce the memorial, seized upon that
bdea, An lrish-bom Amercan who
had spent eight years tradning in
Paris and Rome, Sainl Gandens
scrapped his plan for a maditional

ian staroe and began work
on & bas-relief, n sculpiure meant (o
e viewed froan only ane side. The
bas-refief would include both the
colonel and his regiment.

Samt Gaodens worked on the
Shaw Memonal for more than 12
e, irying o solve the artietic problems presented by
giving equal weight to both Shaw and his men. There
was another artiatic obsicle confronting Saint Gandens,
He had no experience scolpting Afncan- Americans,
whose facisl features differed from Caucasians, To
fumiliarize himself with those fesores. Sxint Gaudens

© MOMENT In TIME -

r

praciiced by sculpting 40 small plaster
heads of different African-American
men of various ages.

The work finally unveiled on Boston
Common on Mensorinl Day 1897, de-
picted 16 members of the 54th Massa-
chusetts surrounding theirmounted colo-
nel. The 25-year-old Shaw, as hand-
some o any 20th century movie star, is
shown reining in his horse o keep in
step with the regiment. Nothing like it
hudd ever been seen before.

A bas-relief of 16 marching soldiers,
ar one showing just o mounted officer,

coast of South Corolins, mnd Augosius
Suint Gavdens’ genius captured the
white colonel and his black troops
musching wgether o meet their shaned
destiny.

The Shaw Memaorial, descnibed by a
curnior & the Mational Gallery of Artas
“arguably the prestest American sculp-
ture of the 1%th century,™ is also & great
work of history,

Botion pictures did nod exist during
the Civil War, snd without film footage,
the memorial is the closesi amyone can
get to secing the Union Army an the

woald not have been unosmal. Bot to
give equoal prominence to both the colo-
nel and his men, ns Saint Gandens man-
aged o do, was revolutbonary.

miove. I1 is difficult 1o look at the sculp-
ture without hearmyg the strains of The
Battle Hymn of the Bepubiic. Even
Southerners ‘who revers the Confed-

(wer the men floats an angel carrying
nnolive branch (0 symbaol of peace) nnd
poppies {a symbol of death and remembrance). The 54th
Massachusetts had o “rendezvous with death™ off the

Tha almost IHe-size
memorial sculpted by Augustus Saint Gaudens
to honor the 54th Massachuselts and its Colonel
(on horse) is renowned for its majesty and lis
porirayal of a defining moment in African-
Amarican milHary history.

eracy are moved by it
There are two places o see the Shaw

Memorial. The bropze itself = on Bosion Common,

directly across from the Massachuseits Sinie House, A

= Photo courteny of NGE Historical Sanvioas

recently restarted, full-sired, gu]r]-gillhti plaster version
is novw i the National Gallery of Artin Washington, D.C.

Any Guardmember who visis cither of these two
cities should not miss the opportunity 1o see & great work
of mrt —and o great momeni im the hisiory of the National
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COLD COCKING

Ukiahoma artillery troops
match their skills againsi
Hipley's chilly weather

By Spe. Clinton Wood
Minnesota National Cruard

innesoians consider iempers-
tures seveml degressabove zem
ity late January & heat wave,

Members of the Oklahoma Army
Guard's |st Batimlion, 160th Field Aril-
lery, however, deemed the unseasonably
warm offerings ot the Gopher Stme Army
Guard's venerable Camp Ripley "a plems-
ant serprise.”

It also marked the first time the 328-
member Sooner State contingent (ested
its artillery and cold weather skills a1 the
Army Guard’s largest training area.

Along with 59 troops from three onits
in the 38 Canndian Brigade Group — the
26 Field Regiment, 110 Ficld Regiment
and the 116 Independent Battery — the
multi-national force skiled, spowshoed
and cut tmils with nhkio sleds while ex-
pending nearly 1,200 105mum howitzer
rounds during live fire exercises.

The training also allowed the Ameri-
can and Canadian atillerymen o take
tums manning each other’s guns.

Guardmembers like Battery C, 1-160th
bombadier Spe. Thomas Kxsey embraced

gun.
v “They do if (load) & lot different than
we do,” he said, noting the country's
alternative methods of determining par-
allel lines and trajectory.

As for the weather, Canadisn bommbear-
dier Lejla Imamovic was unfazed,

“In"s & linthe bit warmer (here),™ he said,

Capt. Jimmy Thomas, Battery C, 1-

16kh commander — sdomed in LLS.
Amy-issue cobd weather aftire complete
with black face mask pulled up to his
nose — squinted as he watched Howiteer
crews iol umder a near-blinking sy that
ereated a harsh reflection off of the sov-
eral inches of snow that had blanketed

¥.
"It {the weather) could have been
warse,” he said, adding that his troops
were “looking forward o™ the lempem-
fures di 1o X degrees below reno,
Althoogh the mercury never ap-
proached those botse-chilling predictions,
Thomas did recall waking up one moem-
ing and noting & thermometer reading of
eight-degrees-abonee. 2emo,

“That"s n major winter storm wherne

we're from,” said the Oklahorman with a
laugh.

Canadian SGM Ant Halliday, & mem-
ber of the 26 Field Artillery Regiment,
said he prefers training at the Gopher
Stute proving ground during the winter,
especially after enduring Ripley's heat
last sumimer.

“Tlikethe weathernow,” Halliday said,
“It (last summer) wis too damn hot and
muggy.”

SOONER SKILL = A soldier
{above)} with Oklahoma's 1-160th
tosses n howltzer shell casing 1o
the ground. A Sconer State Army
Guard arlillery crew (top pholo)
load a howitzer at Camp Riplay.
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