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Guard aids attack on Irag

B Gastothe Gulf: Maine
refueling wing bridges gap
for Desert Fox operation

—_—

By MSgt. Bob Haskell

Murrivwict 7 nord Swrem »

begun (o think of Bangor, Maine, s
his home away from home. I he
meakes many more trips 0 the Pine Tree
Stme, he'll be able 1o getim on the bitery
for an th-gtnle moose hontmy heemse,
The stafl sergennd and boom operatir
on & Pennsyivanin Alr

Ji‘m Perrott of Pitisburgh, Pa. has

Rohert Livingston, who had been desig-
nied &% the next Speaker of the House,
arnunced he woild not take that jb in
J|I.1I.I.I.ﬂl.‘:|l.

Houws |ader, the predident halied o T0-
houir abr atsck sgaine Irngi military tar-
geis; explaining that fournighis of bomb-
ings had sufficicaily. afflicted Husueins
hiliry o0 prodisce chembcal md Wokogi-
cal weapons of mass destnction,

The political intrigue in the nathon’s
capial seemed fir removed from Bangor
where the Maine Alr Goond"s 10180 Al
Refucling Wing, ihe renowned
latnetncs.” went nhoptthelr bosipess of
rufming an adr relibeling bridpe for this
rntion & militery alrerafi ordered o South-

wisl Agja.

Mmional Good KC-
135 Scrarotanker flew
io the Blangor Adr Ma-
tional Guard Hasve
Dec, 1T 1oodo his pan
for Chperation  Desent
Fox.

The cibizen-airman
left i oy irsck s
ackhoe, the tools of
Ti% oie-rrnn comsinee-
tion firm, parked
Pirtshurgh ond flew o
Maine for the ihind
fime i & year and a
half to panicipaie in

BRIDGE to BAGHDAD
A Maine Air Guard KC-135

Nearly (w0 dozen
tankers fram fve dif-
ferent Alr Chmrd and
Alr Bessree mnits, plus
weweral active duty ot-
fits from ns far west as
Washington siate sl
Califormin, had Mlown fo
Bangor Lo |oln the
Mortheast Tanker Task
Force afver the air
strikes against Imag were
ordered on Dec. 16

Muainciac mainte-
nance people hosed
snonw and ice from the

thizconntry smilitory wiinber s b sigmificant
actions against the (above) gases an slrcraft stormoff the big Bocing
fragi  forces of headed for the Persian KC-135 tunkers so they
Snddam Hussein, Guli. A member of the could fly if they were
“Hey, Bangor is u Bangor-based 101st Alr needed. Four of them
nice place to come [0, Refueling Wing (right)de- . acsions thar S
We like the people, ices an aircraft. .
and we lie the lob- - “The people here are

sier,” snid Perroft after pumping 85,000
pounds of jet fuel into an Air Force E-3
mircrall that wis bound for the Persion
Ciulf on the Saturday before Christrmas. It
was an E:I.I'.I'..|.I.\,ll|i'Jl.ﬂ.r_:|' :h}' pl ArBErican
histary,

Pregiclest William Clindon, the coim-
mander in chiel, was impeached by the
House of Representatives. Congresaman

antastic,” prased Alr Reserve M5 . Jerry
Milcs from Selfridge, Mich."'We came in
here yestendny expecting to push snow off
our-plane by hand. They told us they'd
handle it, We're not used 1o thal support,”

“I* s mnother doy and another enbegon,”
mainfained Maine CMSgL. Sonny
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* Goatee Gotta Go * Christmas Deployed + Miffed over Marathon

ABOUT the PAPER

T Om (Fueerd b publishes)
provisions of AR JG0-ET by the
Comimenl Information Branch of
the Wational Guand Bureain's
Publlc Affsios Office for all
members of the Army and Adr
Matwonal Gusnd. The 50,000 copies
are distribated o a1l Nagional
tiona throtghout the Total Force.
Thie wigws and opensnms exprossed
her=in re nof negeisrily thoe of

Submission Fi-:':-.';l.l:l-'::l1-'_' nls:

Send on disc (with clean copy)
or c-mall your storics 1o us by
the 20th of each month. We
prefer that photos (B&W or

color print) be madled, - C

Mailing Addrass:

NGB-PAL-C
Park Center TV, Suite 450
4501 Ford Ave.

(703) 6810716
DSN 7610716
FAX: (703) 681073200731

Guarp Man
Hairy Issue

Arx & fellow marathener | have the
utmiost respect for the accomplishments
of the National Guard runners who
competed a2 the Manne Corps Mara-
thon in Washingon D.C. (Movember
issue).

Cognuzant of the fact that our runners
were there in a military sintus, on or-
ders, why didn’t Indians Army Guard
Spe. Cunt Carey — the Guard s seeond
fastest runner that day — comply with
military standards?

MNext time Cuort, shave the goaiee, or
stay home.

M5gt. Vincent J. Delaney
Tl Netiowal Grraard

Holiday musings
{rom Bosnia

It°s 7 e, on Chrisiniey day {a tie
Coalition Press Information Center in
Boervis, ined mot & creature ks Sthming.
EXCEDE M.

I just seni the duty officer home, mnd
I fired everyone last night (well, T told
them there was no reason why they had
to come 1o work today), [st SgL
Holmes will be i soon, so we'll ran the
shop today, We have o Chrisimias party
set ip for this afiemoon, 8o the crew
should start straggling in around noon
to check e-mail, call home, whatever.

Today will be a nice change of pace
from the cai-herding, medis-escorting

GUARD 7 200/s

hell of 10,000 VIF visiis we've been
through for the Last two months.

We're away from our families for the
holidays, snd it’s really tough of some
of the crew, myself included, It helps
that we hid & very close group before
we deployed, and we've become even
closer. Deployments iend 1o bring oul
the best in people, and from whit I've
scen, these young men and women are
al their best when things ase at thelr
warsL

Case in point. We escorted CHS This
Morning on a 12-hoar mission to
Srebrenicn st week, Srebrencia was s
Urmited Mations safe hoven overmon by
ihe Serbs in the darkest days of the war,
and over |, 200 Moslerns were buried in
& mass grave ifter the Serbs finishad
their work. The reporiers werne all red-
eyed amed exhausted. The crew came
buck numb from the stresses of the trip,
because Serb is in RS temitory and they
nren’t very mendly to Amencans.
We're used (o it because we've all been
there at least once. They parked the
Humvees, checked in the weapons and
ammo, and | did the mission deboef.
Spt. Elker looked at the planning calen-
dor nrid noted that we were over the
hump — less than 100 days until rede-
ployment.

I wish | conld dédcribe the expres-
shons on peoples’ Maces! exhaostion,
Joy, hope, and satisfaction for a pob
well done, Tt's that kind of spinit tha
has brought us this far and will bring us
back 10 our familics and friends this
spring. | can’t find the words to express
my pride in this group. They ve be-
come my family in place of those back
home.

We're over the hamp. We can smell

{csmnnenit

the bom ot the end of a long ride, and
it"s a goad feeling.
Mhaj. Muthew Hennick
Oregon Natlonal Giard froen Bosnia

Total Running Farce

I just read the article abous the Ma-
rine Corps Mamthon {November issue).
Let me get this right — 55gt1. Cun
Rogers from the Kanss Army National
Cruard finished fifth overall, three
places nhend of Marine Capt. Alex
Hetheringion, véi Hetheringion was
declared the first LS. military finisher?
Evidently, the Kansas Ajr Guared s
not part of the LS, military.
SMSgl. Paul Servatios
Felerher National Gugard

The On Guard welcomes latters
from readers. All letiers must
inchude the wriler's name, address
and daytime phonge. Names may be
withhebd upon reguast. All letlerms
are subject 1o editing for style,
conlent and space requirements.

You may FAX your 'Letiers to
the Editor’ to DSN T61-0732 or
(703) 681-0732.

Letters can ba mailed to: NGB-
PAI-C, Park Center IV, Suite 450,
4501 Ford Ave., Alexandria VA
22302-1454.

DOur e-mall address is:

malthanerj@ngb.ang.al.mil

By Lyle Farguhar
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£ IN THE NEWS

*» Millennium Moves

. Recruiting Rise

*» Helping Honduras
e ;

Guard embraces Y2K compliance

M Bug Alert: Bureau leaders plan
1o exercise pound of prevention

By MSgt. Bob Huskell
Nattonad Gaard Bureawr

n ounce of prévention, it hes been said, i3 wonh
Anmﬂul‘m‘t. If that ks the case, the Nutional

Ciward Burcay in Washington, D.C.. is prepar-
ing a pound of prevention this year for polential situa-
thonu involving the Y 2K “millenniom bug.”

“The MNotional Goard is mking sctions i meel the
Drepartment of Defense directive to be V2K complisnt,”
gaid Li. Gen. Russell Davis, Chief of the Guard Barean,

“Y2K complisnce ennbles the Guand (o perform its
war-fight mission a8 well a8 be able to respond o the
calls of our povernors,” Davis sdded.

Some experts ine concermed that the millennium bog
will shut dovwm older compuater systems and equipment
keved by microchips because they register only the last
two digits of & vear aind will read 2000 25 if it 15 1900,

Onhers, such os Degmty Defetise Secretary John Humre,
are confident thai Year 200 will be more of
# putkance than & crisis for the American people.
gible to mnke sure its trucks snd tanks and airplanes and
its communications and data processing and payroll
sysiems keep right on working after the clock strikes
2000 pext New Year's Eve,

The bureau will conduct & natonwide commumnics-

tions exercise during the summer (o make sure all sys-
tems stay on line. That is significant, it was explained.
because the Guand has not previoasly nun such an exer-
cise with all 54 srates, territories and the District of
Columbin at the same time.

The burean has also asked the state Guard agencies 1o
ke sere their sysiems ane in order go they can keep on
performing their. federa] Army and Aldr Force missions
and respond to staie emergencies.

¥ 2K complinnce is as cssentind to & blieard, canh-
ipeake;, flood or other disaster response &2 18 15 10 mesting
the governors' polential calls for Y2IK melated incidents,
should they occur,” David stressed,

Several states have indicated they will alen elements
of the Gunnd in case they are needed officmis pcknowl-
edged. An alent or call 1o state active duty is & staic
prerogative, and calls prior to 2n actual event are nod
uncammon, they pointed out,

Hamre expressed confidence that Amerfca’s military
men and women will contimse 10 be paid and thit Guoard
members will nod have to respond 10 Y2K situatbons.

All Pepartment of Defense pay systems are already
¥ 2K -complinn, and the department will continue 1o
the systems in March and April to ensure they will work,

... Hamre old ihe American Forces Information Service on

Tun, 14,

Although the Federal Emergency Management Agency
will probably lead the efforts to deul with immediste
proflems created by the millennium bog, Hamee sad
Defense will set up its own command center and panici-
paie in Y2K opemtions in December.

There is m plan, however, o mobilize the Cunrd or
nctive duty service members for Y2K operations, he told

Hurricanes expand Guard S ‘hnnzons In Honduras

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Motiomal (Fuard Bureay

he devastntion from bedo hor-

ricans lnst fall has the poten-

pal o sigmificently expand
the Mational Guard’s horizons in
Central America this year.

A force of 2,500 Goard froops
angnally pledped for Mew Hori-
mons " mation-boilding projects in
Honduras is being increascd to four
hurnanitarisn aid missions in Hon-
duras and the Dominican Republic,

HMEW HORIZON - Tennessee
Army Guard SFC Randall
McCedams gave a young boy
& Spanish bible while tralning
in Honduras last year.

fighting skills tohalp a bot of our less
fortunate necighbors,™ said Maj.
Gilenn Hagler, the Army Guard's
Central Amenicon projectofficer. Il
has turned into o massive undertak-
ng.

Five asdditional Central Amencan
joint task forces employing troops
fram most of the United States” mili-

Army Guard officlals in Arlington,
Yo, announced in early January,
Some 10000 Guand soldiers from
across this country will help their
Latin American neighbor recover
from the widespread damage of Hur-
ricanes Georpes and Mitch,
Forthermore, the timctable for
doang this work has been expanded

from the first half of 1999 through
the end of Augusi 10 give Guard
ehgineer units time 1o rebaild roads
and then constrsct schools and clin-
fes :
"We are uzing our was-planning
skl to deploy these large groups of
Giuard soldiers o those couniries
where they will employ thelr war-

tary reserve components are being
organized thanks o an sdditional
556 million in funding approved on
Jan. &, Hagler eaplained.

The National Guord will direct
three of those sk forces in addition
to the sk force originally sched-

B See HORIZONS, Page 4

nﬂ-rlllnM'ﬂl

Hﬂﬂﬂlwmmlim
sota’s governoe scemi 10 have had u power-
Tl effect on recTaiting.

On Dee. 10, the MHMGW:I
miailed 62,000 brochures featring & snapshot
of Goy._ Jesse Ventura to%ipgh school juniors.
Eumdhn hwpttmmlhmmd

“He is aomenne peophe can recognize and
become imferested in, and if he can help us
muuhpnulﬂ.umnnlhuhl'nhunlﬂmﬂ.lhf
great,” snid Maj. Kevin Cutknecht, a Minne-
sotid Nitionsl Guand spokesmmn.

Dhring the week of Dec. 14, the number of
inguiries jumped to 85, 47 of which were
from people wha had received one of the
Venturn fliers,

Vinturn, 47, joined the Navy in 1969 and
became & member of a SEAL underwater
&gﬂi&mﬁnmﬂn&h:ﬁ\'ﬁ:ﬁﬂ
War,




+ IN THE News

From Page 3

aled to deploy o Hondurys in Lote
January and another force being
scni 10 the Dominican Repoblic
beginning n March.

National Guard engineers first
underinok nathon-butlding  pro-
jecis in Homuras [n the 1980s,
Mo the nation has become the
focus of a military homanitsrian
mission after floods and mod-
slides from Hurricane Mitch
killed thousands and wiped oot
entire towns and banana planis-
tions late last Ocbober,

Muose than 7,000 Guand troops
will be rotuted into that cowntry
for iwo-week tours this year,
Hagler said.

Engineer battalions from South
Crroling mnd Mississippd will di-
rect Task Foroe Sula that will
concernirnie on constmecting foar
schools and three clinics and dig-
ging wells in the northem part of
the country from late Janunary
through May.,

Loutsiana, Missouri and Ne-
braska will send the lorgest prowps
of Guard soldiers into the north-
central region with the new task
forces. Hetween 450 and 550

troops will be on dudy most of the -

tisme,

They will focus on rebuilding
romds and bridges with bulldoz-
ers and trucks duwring the fost, dry
half of the year and then build
schooks and clinics when sum-
mier brings the rainy season,

Furthermore, 20-member M-
tional Guard medical feams from
{rve siabes and from ihe Air Force
have already stepped up to con-
duct a hnlf-doren medical readi-
ness exercises in remote ancas of
Hondurns, Hagler explained.

Dactiom, dentists and names
wil] administer basic medical pro-
cedures = from inocaintions o
pullinig teeth = 10 improve the
Hondurans" quality of life.

Army Guard feams from [Hi-
nods, lowa, Pueeno Rico and Min-
nesois pnd an Akr Guard eam
from Minnesota have agreed (o
comduct the medical rm:-iun-:,
Hagler added,

Alnbarnn will lead a 3, 500-
member task force that wAill be
rofated to the Dominican Repub-
big that Hurmcsne Georpes ham-
mered last Seplember, killing at
least 200 people and leaving thou-
sands of others homeless and
without food and water for days.

™ Right Place, Time:
SrA. Timothy Losito dis-
covers surplus computers

By MSgt. Jeannine Mannarino
New York Nanonal Guard

hanks to SrA. Timothy Losito

thowsands of kids scroms Mew

Yok will have the opportonity o
do their homework on compulers after
schond.

Losito, a member of the New Yok
Mational Guord's counierdmg team, was
helping a local law enforcement agency
st up o new office with computer equip-
iment when he stumbled upon & surplus of
automaied dota equipment.

After asking anound, Logito discovenod
that the equipment was going to be dis-
carded, On behalf of the Empire State’s

seounterdrag progrmm, be asked officials

&l the state agency if he could take the
excess equipment, have il nestored, and
ik il to suppon the state s varnioos youth
Progmma.

The surplus computers were picked up
and serviced by the iechnical support
suaff o Mew York's counterdrug head-
quarters, based af Stratton Air National
Giard Base in Scotia,

Once the equipment was operating.
members of the counterdrug program
distribwted the computers to & variety of
groups, starting with their own drug de-
mond reduction programs. New York's
Corps of Cadets program was the first 1o

receive the computers.

The Corps of Cpdets program, curmently
with nearly 600 young adults in its mnks,
began in 1991 with corps in Jamaica and
Buffalo, That base has expanded o groups
in Boffalo, Rochester, Schenectady,
Saratoga Springs, Utica, Symcose, twoin
Brooklyn, Harlem, Newbargh, Peekskill,
Albany and Gloversville, A new program
is being opened in lslip on Long Island.

Once the counderdrug program com-
pletes distribution of the computers to all
its youth programs, other state-sponsored
youth programs will begin receiving them,

Before leaving counterdrug headgur-
ters, each computer had a special anti-
drug messape installed a8 & screen saver,

It depicts Uncle Sam carrying a placard ™

that reads: “I want o be free.”
Although the task of restoring used
equipment is time consuming, many with
the state’s counterdrug program believe
their efforts will pay off.
“Our goal af counterdrug headquaners

Phicts by MSgL. Jearming Marnaring
PROGRAMMED FOR YOUTH-
Mew York Air Guard Sri. Robert
Waelhrich refurbishes a computer
&l the state’s Scotis-based Coun-
terdrug Headquarters. The com-

puters will be used lo supporl
various state youth programs.

1510 provids the opponunity fior all vouwth
in Mew York to remain erime and drug-
free,” stated Col Dennis Kavanagh,
coenerdnig director. “Our drug demand
reduction progrums ane designed 1o in-
volve them in safe, stroctured activities,
"By tuking on these compuiery,” he
ndded, “we will be one step closer 1o
fulfilling our goals.™
“Ios w e K o ek e,
that was made easier by Timothy Losifo,
*| appland Atrman Losito"s initiative,"
he sid. “And each participating state
ngency for their support in helping the
counterdrug  progmam pul the byir on
drags. ™
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s Guardmembers

Fightiong Against

Drugs

- Mo O
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L, Col, Dannis Banowetz

Carmg for
California’s

MSgt. Bob Haskell
Hm'nmf {rard Burean

ennis Banowetz has a colorfal
past and a wide varety of in-
tenasts,

He has been a Marine and a depury
shenifl in Los Angeles County; an Army
National Guard military police officer
and &n infantry battalion commander.
The Roseville, Calif., notive is & gold-
medaled rapi pistol marksman from the 1987 LL5,
World Cup team. He and his wife Sonja are certified wine

S oo e ekl

huultnfdhum Htilmm
ment for women while pursing a doctoral degree ol the
Freldmg Institule i Sinta Barbara,
Dennis Benowetz also cares about California’s kids.
For the past eight years the lievienant colone] in the
Califomia Aroy Mational Guard has channeled a lion’s

share of his considerable energy inlo sidering young
people away from abusive drugs.

judges.
H:twuun:ul

‘DARE’ing to

make a difference

[

Even as he prepares for new challenges after he netires
from 30 vears of military service next May, Banoweiz

bhas fashioned o Tormidable legacy as the pioneer and
sdminitrator for Californda’s Droug Demand Beduction
(DDR) Progrum.

DDR is a Mational Guard program that sponsors such
mmmuﬂtﬂdﬂﬁhmﬂdnhuhu
that has grown into a national event every October. DDR
embrnces the iden of dealing with the problem ot it
source by persuading young people to stay away from
drugs in the first place.

“Pwple who ar&under IB mﬂm:
up 20 percent of our pupnlaﬂm
and 100 percent of our futire ”f.

LT doL nsugm SELCWETZ
nrug. Dq'mlnd H-ﬂluﬁl-h_l'.l frbhnr

B

SN ot i

|
He is alarmed by U.S. Department of Justice statistics

e e o A v e

every month; thot cocaipe use rose 166 percend from
1994 10 "95.

*The people who are under 18 make up 20 percent of
our populstion and 100 percent of our futare,” the 49-
year-old Banowetz frequently reminds his staff of nine
Army and Alr Guard members based at Mather Alnport
oitside Sacramento,

That two members of that texm work full-time in Los

Angeles and San Dicgo indicates just how involved the
highly regarded California program has become sinoe
Banowetz took iton in 1990 -- when he worked alone and
when no one in the nation knew what DDR stood for.

“DDR is where it is twoday in California because
D:mhﬂnmmthnu:hlugcwahtnuhinhut.}k
i# an incredible visionary,” sald Tracy Righello, s staff

who worked with Banoweiz for several veamn
befiore lnunching her own consulting businesa.

The key to sucoess, Banowetz explained, has involved
huilding a corps of volunteers among Guardmembers
and eivilisns to spread the DDR message
throaghout the state.

““Wenvosded developing our own programs,”
e said. "W are here o suppon the communi-
tics, We supported 527 missions lnst year,
_including 3,700 volunteers, and we impacted
1.3 million Califormians, most of them young

According to SFC Antonio. Brano,
Banowete's team has evolved from the poor
stepchild within the California Guard's
counerdnug program b an exual partner with
the interdiction tcam that helps law enforce-
ment people find and cul down j
plants and that strives io choke off the supply
of drugs al the borders.

=1 joined this team kast October because now | have a
lattle gird nnd because I'm conoermed absoir the environ-
ment she will grow up in. It makes you look at things
differently,” explained Bruno. He oversees DDR opers-
tions in the xouthemn part of the state after transferring o
Banowesz"s staff from the interdiction team.

When he retires to take on his next carser, L. Col.
Dennis Banowetz will be remembered as the fatherof the
Californin counterdrug program that helped a lot of
people, especially the young, take & long, hasd look a1 the
dangers of drug abuse.

New Hampshire's Alr Guard
MSgt. Mike Sullivan, 8
member of the 15Tth Alr
Refueling Wing's security
forces squadron, chals
with DARE students at

By SrA Mark A. Leno Jr. Mewington students, are aimed Newington Elementary.
New Hompshire Nationo! Guard ot getting kids 1o drog and
: R e ! Sullivan presented each of his
A Sgi Mike Soltivan is Sullivan added that he s of- lﬂbﬁﬁﬂﬂmﬁtﬂuﬁ-
"}’ taking his mes ten asked by siudents phout his cutes, DARE aatuffed
.[\’ e e mmr?uwﬂm-m Prolo by SeA. Mark Lano 15y Jjom calied Damen the Lion,
drug use to fifth and sixth grade  unit two years ago. As part of his The 157th security force's  the mascot of the program.
classrooms in New Hampahire, “I showed the students that  duties with the depart-  deputy chief said his experience “I have wom my BDUs in

As a member of the Granite
State AirGuard 157Tth Air Refu-
eling Wing's security forces
squadron, Sullivan spends 17
weeks a year reaching yooths at
the Mewingion Elemeniary
School through the Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (DARE)

P hebour-Jong DARE classes,
taught once a week to I8

the Air Guard is their neigh-
bars,” Sullivan said. “1not only
tasight the DARE curriculam,
but [ was able 1o ide more
ingight abom what the New
Hampshire Air-Nusional Guand
does.”

Sollivan, a former full-time
police officer with 1the
Newington Police Department,
joined the Guard full-time about

gram. Despite changing uni-
forms, he was allowed 1o con-
tinpe teaching the program
through the school year,

“This will be my last vear for
teaching DARE." he said. The
Newington Police Department
will continue 1o teach the pro-
gram with a new DARE officer.

with the Guard was an sdvan-
tage, It eeems the children asked
offen about his wnit’s mission,
ond in pamicular, the KC-135
refoelers that flew over their

end of a DARE program at the

elementary school.
Diressed in Air:Force blus,

icaching some of the classes.”
Sullivan sxid, "Bt on gradhua-
tion day, [ wear my blues.™

Whether in a Newington Po-
lice uniform, his
BDVUs or formal Abr Foroe dness
blues, Sullivan hes tsught many
Mew Humpahire youth the fm-
portance of remaining drug-free,
and bekonging to the Alr Na-
tional Guard.
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New York's guardHELP
program has communities

Hnking with armories, b

Redefnin
DEFENS

45685

cemelery fnQuechs.

neglected

An abapdoncd barge along the

ehores of Lake Ontaria, A Man-
hattan histone park that overlooks the
Hudson River and is a shonl wolk from
Grant's 1omb,

All hpve benefined from the Mew York
Mational Guard"s pusrdHELP program,
the most far-reaching community sup-
port effort in the stale’s history.

Maj. Gen. Jack Fenimore, the Empire
State's sdjutant general, called e profo-
type initintive “the most importam pro-
gram in our histony,"”

“guardHELP is wital to the future of the
National Guard because it highlights the
community mission, which we alone in
the malitury communily can swppor,”
Fenimore explained, “Long before the
mext #ale emergency or the next federal
mobilization, our tnils will be delivering
real service to our state residents through
joimtlv-conceived and developed projects,
both large amd amall.™

The program was launched last Moy
when each Mew York Army Guard ar-
miory and Air Guard base hosted pot-to-
know-you mectings with civic leademn io
determine their needs. In shon, wherever
i commmenity need could be linked w0 a
unt capability, a joini project could re-
it

Schenectndy — home 1o the 105 Al
lift Wing's Stratton Air National Guard
Base, the Headguarters for 15t Batinlion,
105th Infantry and the state"s counderdmg
program - served as the test bed for the

initistive last summer. Army and Air
Guardsmen and women supported & youth
job program and cleancd op a park thai
had been a hothed for erime and drug
abuse,

Since then., the New Yiork Guardmem-
bers have discoversd many ways o belp
mitke their commuenities better,

= Mare than 75 members of the New
York City-based Headquariers, 206th
Support Battalion, the 145th and 102nd
Mumtenance and the 1565th Transporin-
e Companics poincd Parks Department
pndf Togud labor mnion volumicerstorestore
o neglected histone park.

The Riverside Park, located along the
Hudson River on Maonhafian®s west side,
had become clogped with litter snd delbris
and a haven for drug traffickers, criminals
and the homeless.

proximity fo the George Wshington
Briclge and the Ulysses §. Grant Tomb
had become an eyesore and unsafe for
recreational use, Repeated efforts by a
group of concemied citizens to reatore the
park's original beamy were limbited.

Enter L. Col, Frank Ombres, 2061k
cofmmander, who wis aware of the prob-
lems in his once favorite childhood play-
ground, As the secretnry-treasurer of the
Building, Concrete, Excavating & Com-
o Labarers Locad 731 in civilian life,
Cmbred saw o potential punrdHELP
jrogect.

Overone weekend mNovember, o team
of Guard, union members and city volun-
teer removed garbage, cut away dam-
aged metal benches, and reset 600-pound
concrete capstones along 1 sione retain-

guardHELPers = A 208th
soldier (opposite) guides
a forklift to a piece of gran-
lte. 206th troops (left) posi-
tion a concrete portionof a
rataining wall. Soldiers
(above) use a welder lo cul
away a ged bench.

ing wall using Guard wreckers with
ETRAEE.

The troops alse eperabed a [10-
ton forklift, 2 1/2-ton rucks pd 5
and 10-ton wreckers as masons and
concrels workers repaired the criim-
bling pranite wall. The troops con-
cemtrated on neks reguiring use of
therr military skills, while the elvil-
ians accomplished most of the choan

The unusyzl effont drew consider-
ahle public attention from rexsidents
and news organizations. The ﬂmf;r
Mews, a Wew "r'm'i' IT'H_'; fewspa
withareadershipe ane i
fion, covered the siory and n;mv.d
Frank Ombres “Hero of the Month,™
awarding him s £300 check. Cmbres,
the: first Guardsmen to receive such
notice, donated the money to the
Riverside Park Fupd.
The project is expected 10 ke
two vears o compleie,
« Chainaawy and weed-whackers
broke the silence of neglecied Pros-
pect Cemctery in Queens i late
October when 107th Suppon Group
citizen-soldiers teamed with many
others 1o remove years of accamu-
luted debris and decay atone of New
York"s oldest burial groonds.
The cemetery s the resting place of
historic New Yorkers—Robert Ven Wiyck,
the first mayor of the city's imcorporaied
fivie baroughs mwome tham 100 years ago
— and American Revolation and War of
1312 weterans.

107th Guardmembers, Mew York
Guard volunbeers and at-rigk. youths en-
rolked in the Guard-spomsored ChalleNGe
progmen joined employess with the caty s
parks and sanitation deparmments, 1o re-
e weeds, bmnches, old tires, clothes,
furmiture and dead snimals. Evidencs of
vandalism md dreg use also were discoy-
ered, along with knocked-down and bro-
ken gravestones that offered a Fadod snap-
shot of an earfier period of New York
hispory,

The puardHELP project was launched
when the 107th"s Capt. Wayne Brooks, a
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BARGE BUSTERS - Mew
York engineers construct a
pathto an abandoned barge.

palice office pssgned (0 4 precing near
the cemetery who frequently serves as o
limison between the Guand and other city
agencies, made others iware of Prospect's
problems.

» Enpincevs from the 204th and 1520d
Engincer Battalions made quick work of
n harge thai was sbandoned plong the
shores of Lake Ondario in Seplember.

With municipal employees md local
wolunieers, they removed the deteriomied
remains of o [00-fool restanrant barge
from Chaumont Bay and carted it away.

Times harviechanged for the area’s Army
Guardmembers, who were ance only no-
ticed by residents when they drove mili-
ey coovoys to nearby Fort Drum for
poupal tradning. Mo, onthe heels of thelr
noble efforts during lost vear"s major ice
storm, their rainbown patches ane warmly
greeted.

Dabbed Operation Shipwreck, mem-
bers of the Binghamion-based 204th and
the Boffslo-based” 5 nc-wers eaper i
eliminage a lomg-runming probbem for ons
of the communities they serve.

Rotting timbers from the barge"s un-
derside, it was abandoned more ihan four
yedrs ago, had created s navigational
safety hazard and an envirommenial threat,
Chawmmont Bay is a desipnated New York
Stase comutal fishand wildlife habitat that
serves a8 b migration and winter refuge
for binds.

Using military bulldoders and loaned
excavalors, the Guoard éngineers con-
stnucted A quarry rock cadsewny from the
shore 1o the barge,

The engineers then drove io the barge
with trucks and a crane and demolished i
The debris was taken to the Three Mile
Bay Fire Department to be bumed.

The gusndHELP initistive garnered
natronal recognition for the 204dh through
the Department of Defense’s Environ-
mental Awards Program. 11 also drew
praise from several residents fed up with
the floating, ensnfe evesone.

“They were all very excited thas we
were taking it out,” reported the 204th's
SFC Richard Brown,

Editor's Note: Thix mory was com-
piled from several New York National
Guard reports on guardHELP: Tst Lr
Evereit Raberty reporting from Riverzide
Fark: Sgi. Engene Fomeray reporfing
Sfrom Prospect Cemelery; and Capi. Ri-
chard Goldenberg from Lake Ontario.
Wew Fork Li, Col, Powl Fanning - alsm
confribmited 1o this story

e NS el e s ——

INSIDE

Giving a
Pine Bush project aids
endangered butterfly

New Yord Natioaol Geard

ew York Army Guard avintors took Might
retently (o ensare that an endangercd butterfly
can contine deo the same.

Air and ground crews from the 3rd Battalion, 142nd
Aviation joined forces with the state’s Department of
Buash Preserve Commission to nirlift deteriorating hulkes
ol 15 vehicles from remole sites within the environmen-

wilderness, is home 10 severnl qncinnl‘ wildlife,

including the endangered
Kamer Blue butterfly.

serics of Empire State Na-
tional Cuerd projects aimed
ot linking Cuard gasets 1o the
needs of the commmuiny thay
merve thromgh their nmova-

tive guardHELP program.,
"Projecis like this not only
S

proficient in their combal

: Trrtornlvipgiver
costmunities ot no additional
coat 1o the axpayer,™ sid Li
Cal. Dave Sheppurd, the New
York Armpy Guand's state
avintion afficer,

Dubbed * Kamer
Hiue,” flight and ground
crews from the 3-142nd
Avistion, bosed & Aviation
Support Facility 43 in
Lathamn, used UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopiers to pluck the
rusting vehicles from restng
places under the forest
cinopy and af the bottom of a
steep ravine. Some of the

guard HELP

roiting hulks. presenve

officinly noted, had been

there for mone than 440 years

— well before the preserve Photos by Sgt. Stevan Petibone

was established, GUARD LIFT - A soldier (above) with New
Latham aviators modebed York's 3rd Battallon, 142nd Aviation tles

their Kamer Blue effort after down an abandoned car so (hat one of his

a similar airlift propect at unit's Black Hawks (top) can whisk it away.

Long Island’s Central Pine

Barrens for the past two years, That effort is

hmgpninmdhyﬂullhd‘lﬂmpmyﬂ Maore than Eroas.

55 vehicles have been rernoved &0 far.

The preserve is surmounded by residentind areds and one
malls in the state. It also is in
close proximiry to the Mew York State Throway and the
Adirondack Northway. Even though the airlifts were

of the largest shopping

conducted within preserve boundaries, the serial activity uses”

wa vidible to residents, motnrists and shoppers.
“Wie're looking forward to working with the National

Giiannd to provide stew-
ardship 1o the preserve,”
said John P, Cahill, DEC
commissioner, “This
project i an example of
varioes bocal pnd state

EOVETIMENt Agencics
wiorking together with
p:hlt:pumml'llw.m
not oaly protect, but
enhance thi beatry of the
Pine Bush arep”

The problem with
disgarded 'cary, noted
preserve stewind Joel
Hechd, wik the resuli of

past practices.

“People dumped their
unwanted cars in Pinc
Bush without realizing
the area’s imporiance,” he
reponied

Since the préserve’s
creation in he 1970,
more than ) percent of
socumilated debris and
winste hos been removed.
The abanchoned cars, Hecht
siid, Were in"mress the
preserve commissbon
coulitn’t gel o withou
culting mcess monds, 1hus
ing the habital,

“With the Caard's
assistance,” he ndded, "we
will be able to get these cars
out of an otherwise inboces-
ham o the environment.”

The irony of the military’s
invilvement with such a
project, was not kst on Brig.
Gien. Bill Mortin, New
York"s deputy adjutant
genernl

“Who would have ever
Eheoughit that the Ay was
an environmental group,” be
quipped to'a gathering of
local officials, visiting
school children nnd capital
district nows orgonizations,
*In many nespects,” he
in-cheek, “we’re redefining
the word Green Peace.™

Martin indicated that the
Empire State Mational
Guard 18 making many
strides to become more
commumity and environ-
merally-conscious through
the creation of new partrer-

ships between federal, state, local agencies and frivam

mmﬂmmmmm DEC for calling the
Hul::‘t & pitention 1o the environmental dilemoma.
many respects, this is the epitome of good govem-
m-nr.“ Martin observed. “We're leveraging training, re-
sodrces and the tmxpayers” dollars for 5 wider varety of
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Frances Amold was the first
woman tomake ‘Chief’ inthe
Air National Guard

Too busy to
NOTICE

By M5g1. Bob Haskell
Naflona! Guard Burean

ike n lot of pioneers, Frunces
Arnold was o busy o pay much
atiention io ihe wea that she was s

pioneer,

“AlLTwas concermed about was getting
my work done and doing my duty,” she
recalled during o Decomber interview
from her home in Cid Hickory, Tenn, —
near The Hermitage that was the home of
& political ploneer named Andrew Jack-
mon whi wias elected this country ‘s sev-
cnth president in 1838,

Frances Myra Holi Amobd made her
mark in & rman s

rﬂtﬂ‘::ﬂ yuﬂ: ol secrelaries
[ en ' CIHET e
becarie the frst H‘ ] IH-" elood  steadion
u'mdnmhri bebind  her.
moted b chie i Brig. Gen, B,
AT $ergeant lieved 1 Fln:u. Texns"
l!l the Air M- formet Assis-
:rlf;:ﬂ&zj H:r:;:; rotld 'Eil:! tant Adjutant
il ilsa General for Ar,
her the first Just about 3 offcred uwmlrr-
woman 1 the F‘ apement. The
Em H:;rlmnj Iﬂ‘i”“liﬂ! stmte’s fogrmer
i achicve E Air Guand per-

the wp enlisted . sonnel mang-
e, A
thar milessone in and 1 proved i ! i L
J 1978 .

oAy EMAR. FRANGES ARNOLE ":j":z::‘:g s
et of the Toxng Aly Mpjigoa| Buarn plmeps 9 “l bl m
Adr - Mattonal v SEIg-
Ciginrd"'s. head- p;};ff:ﬂf Al:v

quariess staff in Austin where dse waa
earning herfull-time living os a personne)
management specialist with the Texas
Department of Health & the wme time,

The sceds were planted when she was
growing up in Indiana. She joined a Civil
Abr Patrol squadron in Terre Haute, and
shemarched in o YWCA drill team led by
o Wormen's Anmy Corps recruiter,

“She infloenced me a bot,” Amold ex-
plained. T was always told 1 couldn't do
samething or cther because [ was & girl. |
didn’t think there shoold be any diffier-
ence. | believed | could do just wboud
anything as well asanybody, nnd | proved
ik,

She = M now, and her sovnlades in-
clude u plague bearing her photogmph
mdd legacy that has been ploced in the
NCO Academy’s new. Guardian Flight
Room o Tyndall AFB, Fla. She has also
been tnducied o the Texas Narbonal
Guard s Hall of Honor ar Camp Mabry.,

But the prestige of betoming the Air
Ciapnd®s first fomnale first serpeant and
then the st woman chicef und the Texas
Adr Guand's first senior enlisted sdvisor
tested her persevernnce, she expliined.

The military was definitely o man’s
world when she served in the active Air
Force from '1952-58, Amold said. The
nituntion hadn'f chinged o great deal dur-
ing the three years she spent in the Alr
Force Reserve and when she joined the
Texas Air Guand's 14%th Combat Sup-
port Squndron in exrly 19659,

Getting shead, she recalled, included
taking jobs that men didn’t want, work-
ing holidnys and weckends, and making
coffice mnd cleaning up afier mectings be-
cause it was considered “women s wark. ™

“Women had 1o work doobly hard.®
b recalled. T did it for along time, until
1 made maxier serpean. Then [ could el
somncone else 1o do it.”

One officer refused to call ber “chiel™
afrer sl had eamed that designntion, She
wit forever o sergeant i his eyes. Ong
cedonel insisted she would be his secre-
tury nntll she {insisted that chisf master

ECrgeRnis ure

nerld expluined.

The rewarcs of her 27 years inuniform
made the doubde standards easier to cope
with, ihe acknowledged,

Her Air Force education - efectronic
data processing, disaster preparcdnesa,
and smpervisory respodisibiliies snd meth-
odologies — served her well in hier civil-
ian career, Amsald said.

Frances Amold believes thar by the
timne she retired from the Texos Air Cuard
in V988, she hod staked out her reputation
ik & trafl blaser for women in the Mutiooal
Cuard by “heing ageressive enough o
fulfill my own gaals and by sanding up
for my rights; with lots of hard work,”

| wmmmw
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percent ane murmied,
« 6,503 have bachelor's
¥79 huve master's; Eilm doctorn|
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and in

o DOTSEInG s bk Al ldacy i
craf} s .wmumhhn::
pods of “Mainciac” KC-135
Struolinkers for 23 yoars.
b i o
why ibe Atr Gisird, and Atr Frrce
Reserve, are accepted as equals by the
ﬁmmh pll:n:zlm
in same
Sy Mok
reserves
the Army chief of staff.
ﬂmﬂnmmmmh
uﬂumvdﬂ:mduﬂﬁulhm
phtunf Mmumu
5 machinery, e
superh b 1,” ackoowledped another
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* doey not mean that those sparting the
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sthipes L
tiuard people are doing 100
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fmes mned mastens chief in e Mavy.
MMBW
"] recetve an Bitlet For
part-dime senior and chief master
sargemnis this veoar:
“It"s time to ged i senior extfisted
lesders hack in e saddle, and this
will help make that
D S e
M.lnr htﬂﬂumu training
enlbsted weapims directors w replace
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By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Natiower! Giserrd Rareai

Spt. Melisse Colwell is an inlense

woman who hes been searclhng For

hyphen-sized mircraft signals on!
circular racksr screens during eight and a
half years Air Mational Guared,

Her job ol the Southcast Atr Diefense’
Sector is bo spol the tiny blips as quickly
s possibile so other Air Guand people al
Tyndall AFB on the Florida penhandie's
Guifl coast can identify them ga friendly
pircraft or potential threats to the Unitedd
Stides,

Colwell and her colleagues pay even
choserattention, i that i possitde, o their
freen screeny when
they pull the duty i
the sector’s operations

cenler on Saturday

mOrmings.

That b+ when the
Cuban exile group
Brothen to the Rescue
routingly fly fwo small
airplanes oul of a
somithern Flordn  air-
port and spend n fow
howrs searching the

operathon in October 1997, 1t is partof the
North American Acrospace Defense
Comrmand's protective umbrella that also
vovers Canada and Iceland.

Adircrait thar might be carrying temor-
815" weapoes of mass destncton of smug-
gling dmigs keep the rudarwatchers gloed
to their screens aroand the clock.

“There is nothing more inportas dur-
ing peacetime than the air sovereignty of
the United States.” said SMSin. Bren
Tohison, a flight superftendent for the
southeast sector that is the basiest of the
three wir defense sectors in which the 48
continental staies are divided,

It corvers 200,000 square miles of air-
space and over 2,000 miles of coasaline
fromm Mogth Carglina o
the eastern edge of
Mexico, Those Air
Guard people identily
2,000 sireraft o day,
Johnson sakd, Watch
officers’ scramble jet,
fighters between 200
wnd 400 (rmes 4 yeprio
check out unidentificd
pircraft.

Although commis-
sioned officens direct

Florida Seraits for Co- the secior’s operations,
bans trying to réach the it ie the enlisted people
LS. onrafts, boats who must spol,
and amything else track and identify
that can float. the “unknown rid-
A Coban tAfr e
Foree MitG Fighter Furthermore,
forced an inferma- more (han fwo
vlonal. ineident iharen poople who
nearly three yewrs wenr stripes will
ago, on & Febrd- become enlisted
ary Saturday, by weapons diree-

shooting . down

tors, and 1 shot

two  of those cirremt]y held by
soareh plunss that “olficers, early into
e Cuban grovem- - the new miillen-
ment claimed had Photo by M3gl. Bob Hisked  plam. That job in-
Torwn ipta {8 air- BROTHERS' KEEPERS - volves directing
space. Four men Mellssa Colwell (foregrou nd] the scrambled
wonl down with  monliors ‘Brothers to the Rescue’  fighters 10 un-
the planes. aircraft on her radar scroan. iclrtified wircrai.

Although thai “Enlisied peo-

incident ocourrod over intermntional wa-
ters and although it did not mvolve the
Mathonal Guard, it has served o keep
members of the 15t Akr Farce s southeast
sector thet much more e,

“We wint 10 make sure that we do not
fet a high-spoed plane come ot of Coba
incd get bo Minmi before we sce {1 said
the resole Colwell who has been work-
ing full-tine for the sector sence 1996,

Enlisted Air Guard people like Colwell
muonitorall of the nireraft approaching the
easl mind west comste oo fhe sowlhern
barder of this conntry a5 members of the
It Air Force seam that is respossible for
protecimng the airsoverelgniy of the United
Siates,

“Ciiarding Amenca's Skies™ Bits motto
inel mdssion,

The 15t Air Force, also based s Tyndall,
depenits on armed jet fighter from seven
Adr Guand wipgs (o profect those bonders
and the Amenican people from an atiack
vy eneimy aircrafi. It became an Air Guaend

pheascd todo this job exremaly well, We
e confident they will do it juss na well
again,” amd Maj, Gen. Larry Amobd, st
Air Force comimander.

“Thix raiesion las creased mry level
of maturity wnd responsibiliny 10-fold,"”
sabd S5gr. Jan MciNally fr. who brought
those skills bo the Air Guard afier -
structing enlisted weapons directors in
the active Alr Force.

Johason fréduently reminds the 21 eh-
listed members on his watch abogt the
troe nature of their mission, 11 i more
than merely looking for bikps on rudar
SCTEEns.

“Wie are looking at miltions of people
whio we're protecting on a daily basis,” he
insisted. "We are their fisst line of de-
[enne.™

That is u far bigger job than tracking the
two airplanes flown hy the Brothers o the
Rescue most Saturdays. The minsion

¢+ makes those members of the Air Guand

their hrothers’ and sisters® keepers.

i ON GUARD
Januvary 1999



GHLFFE{HJE{:H-EWIIH:“G
5“1"““ rapp (above) in-
p-mﬂi.rhnh

um
soldier.

Forces

Buckeye Special Forces
troops are deploying for
missions all over the world

Not just
RAMBOs

o chamscterize 2 special forces sol-

dier as a Rambo or John Wayne,

observes Capl Ted Owens, is in-
accurate.

The exccutive afficer with the Ohio
Army Guard's Company B, 2nd Battal-
ion, 19th Special Forces Group says his
Buckeye bunch is much more than just

killers.

“Wiearc highly-trained, seriously dedi-
cated spddiers,” Owens sinted. “We have
real-world mizsions all the time, all over
the world.”

Some of those missions have taken the
unit’s nearly B0 troops 1o Kenya, Soma-
lin, Jupan, Korea and Haiti.

Carefully selected and trined, special
fiorces (SF) soldiers are America’s main
weapon for waging unconventional war-
fure in an age when conventional con-
ficts are moreasingly rare, Owen noted,
Do a daily basis, special foroes units ane
deployed worldwide to protect and train
L5 allies on how to defend themselves
agiinst Byranny and oppression.

Dowmsinng and the need for morne
special operations missions in an over-
changing world has meant an increased
reliance on Mational Guard 5F uniis.

Headyuanered in Chagrin Falls, Com-
pany B also has n deinchment in
Middlstown. The unit has served as an
upmfnw.cuﬂr.w&mm
tions and medical classes, trained SWAT
(Special Weapons and Tactics) units and

* conducied sirbome opemtions with Adr
Reserve and Guard uniis.

Last August; ihe Chagrin Falls force
conducted joimt trmining with the Alr
Reserve's 910th Airdift Wing. based in
Youngstown. The exercise, known as
Super TAC 93-1, involved Alr Reserve

| Pholoe by Spe. Steve Tolh
mircrall frof six stales; thioe National
Chinrd SF units and 11 members of the
British and Canadian arméd forces,
Eight C-130 aircraft dropped 77 para-
troopers from 1,250 feet onto'a drop zone

;ui:enwmmmwmm

In addition to airborne jumps, it is not
uncommaon to find SF soldiers osing their
drill time to train n amall vt wctics,

weapans, first aid and land navigation.
Thj'ﬂlﬂllﬂ]’lﬂﬂ!ltrpm:ﬁwmh

Thuum;.uﬁnhnumdh:.rl team
led by MSgt. Paul Bobak, the units train-
htﬁnhﬁﬂhtmhumﬂllﬁmm-@au—
fied, Candidates underge rigorous train-
ing. which begins 'l-rIlhlhe 24-dny Spe-
clal Forces Assessment School (SFAS).

endure a six-month qualification course,
kenvown s the “0).” This is where they are
tmught unconventional tactics, light in-
resolution. Potential green berets will est
these skills in dosert, jungle, mountain
and arctic environments.

SF soldiers arc trained in one of four
skills: weapons, combal engineering,
communications or medical. Each SF
soldicr also most complcie a six-month
foreign ciurse of exhibit an

language
equivalent proficiency and aiiend sirfboms
school.

Once qualified, special forces solifiers
are assigned 1o a 12-man Specinl Foroes
Operational Detachment Alphn or “A-
beam.

“It takes a lot of dedication and com-
miitrent on their pan, " Bobak maid. “They
have 1w be willing 1o be separated from
their fumilies for long periods of time,

“We're looking for gnys with a lot of
lseart,” he sdded. “And with mental and
physhcal stamina.™

10 mﬂﬂﬁﬂm



RUMEBLIMNGS - As the battalion moves out
{top photo), Capl. Brad Ommodt (laft) briets
/ froops and Sgt. Brigham Hampel (above)
applies camouflage.

Rumbling at
- RIPLEY

he mumbde of seif-propelled howiters was heard

once agnin at Camp Ripley as soldiers from the

Minnesota Army Guard’s 15t BattlBion, 125th
el Artillery went (o work.

It marked the third annual training that those
artillerymen had the unique combination of power and
mobility, that only Yhe self-propelied howitrer offers, at
their dixposal,

The weapon represenis an improvement over the fowed
howitrer, reponied Capt. Brad Ommaodt, B Banery com-
mander. He commanded thres Stubes™ - a name given 1o
thee hovwiteer by vt members — at Ripley,

The howiizer, which con sccurately sl & 155-mm
round packed with high explosive up to 11,000 meters, is
the workhorse of Amernica’s artillery arsenal,

The self-propelled howitzer's litthe brother, the towed
howitzer, relies on a conventional truck to get around.
The self-propetled model, Cmmodt explained, sits atop
& tracked vehicle and has the mobility of a tank.

Mounted on the tank chassis, it literally shakes the
earth o it rolls by, Even seasoned citizen-soldiers at
Camp Ripley stopped to watch and listen as the Jackson-
hased battery s 135mm guns deployed to the field,

O of the advanizpes is that you can keep up with the
mechanized infaniry,” Ommode added.

The battalion’s primary. miscion, he id, i o soften
up the enermy *s position before the mechanized infantry-
man get there,

That is why, be added, the self-propelled howitrer’s
ability 1 provide support when and where it 1s needed
allows his batiery o be an nfaniry troop's beat friend.
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By Sgt. Thomas Porter
Mennerotn National Guard

luinrd:-y pect 10 be at his Fittsburgh home: for
Asfarnsthey wereconcerned, Presi-  Chirdstmas,
m%mmmwmm Dibier National Guandmembers were
had decided that the air strikes were  also primed for Desert Fox duties s
necessary 1o make the world o safer  Christmas drew near. They were smong
Reynolds, a part-time golf pro, who  place. 383 members of the nation’s seven re-.
fiving by laying The fact thut hundrods of cruise mis-  serve components ﬂ:llnduphypnﬂ-'- :
stomach inthe alloftankers. He  siles aned bombe were acrually being  dential order,
eled neardy every kind of jet--  dropped on logi targets mpidly - ElﬂIthﬁd.anﬁuqﬂmliﬂn:_
clied plunc in the ULS. amienal  crensed the Bangor-bused task force’s.  in the 32nd Army Missile Air Defense
ﬂhﬂumﬁ.ﬂﬂyﬁ;hﬁ: operational tempo, scknowledged Col.  Command were called o active duty on
since 1975 o VWilliam Smith, who became the Do, 18 but wens demobilized by Dec.
Pumping 70,000 poonds of jet fuel  Mabneines' pew commander on Dec. Elnpmedlﬂlunulﬂuidﬂuﬂ-
imo an B-8 J-STAR, while flying a5 = apokesperson.
240-milo track from ndrihem Yenmont "W always ke this job serously,” An AirGuand maker from Wisconsin's
to northemn Maine, eccopied that four insisted Smith. “We know the unker  128th Air Refueling Wing in Milwas-
mun Maine tanker crevw commanded  thak force air bridge ix critical fo the tumﬂtﬂﬂ'fnfﬂunﬂtm.u::mﬂm
by Muj. Greg Romain fortwo hourmon  successil deployment of air assetn 18,
dm'n:: contingency operatiany,” More than 170 Army Guard gviators,
et tht President Chintonealfed plos seven Army Reservists and two Air
FOCUSED on FUEL -~ Maine's yyihe air srikes thal Samnkayevening,  Guand weather specialisis, were alrendy
CMSgt. Sonny Reynolds, aboom  Dec, 19, meani the mission in Bangor  tn Kuwait supporting the deny-MNight
operator, does his part to refuel  was winding down by Monday and  misshons over southen Trag with A
o jet supporting ‘Desert Fox.’ that people ke Jim Perrott condd ex-  attack helicopers and Blsck Ha
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NEWS

The War Veterans Commission of Oklahoma Lanra Weigant, widow af Oklahoma Air
as its 1998 Oklahoma Woman Veteran of the Medlal Awand for science 1o recognize her late
Year. wlwmhm.d
state's involvement in the dedication of the new of Commerce (DOC).
Women's Memorial near Artington Cemetery in Thlﬁnﬁ:hhhhubmﬁhﬁﬂ
Washington D.C. More than 100 Oklahoma Na- granted by the DOC.
' ayor Bob Rudkin proclaim- “mnﬁﬁiﬁdnhmﬁuu:mhwr
City of Edmond Mayor i or
ed kast Mov, 6th as “Li. Col. Rita Amgon Day,” his work with the weather dissemination system
noting her involvement in severnl commamity EMWIN. The system is designed io perform
women in the education and military career fields. mﬁvﬁnduﬂﬁqm
Aragon is currently the Sooner State Air comvinced Oklnhoma's affiliaig of the Public
wﬁﬂm:qpmtﬂﬂdﬁ::mmhn Broadcasting the EMWIN
signal and make it throughout the state.

hﬁhﬂm a member of the National Guand
for 20 years and s & retined Oklahoma City

school principal.

Further, with the assistance of Stalc Senator Cal
Hobson, he convinced the State Board of Higher
Hwn#ﬁtﬂnwm:hhﬂl

qummﬂﬁmm

The West Virginia Air Guard®s 167th Airlift
Wing proved its combat readiness when it earned Wmuﬁﬂwﬂmﬂhﬁhhul
an “Outstanding”™ rating during its récent Opera- Special Operations Command, benefited from his
tional Readiness Inspection (ORI expertise.

Fewer than 10 percent of units rated by major -
command-level inspectors receive the highest Engineers from Illﬂ:dmﬁwfl
BCOre. 1313th Engincer Buttalion joined several state

It wias the first time the 167th got an owtstand- agencies 1o build a velerans cemetery near the
ing on an ORL mmm

An official report stated: "(The 16Tth AW) wall E engineens insnlled rwo 66-foot

AT e R e T
and combat support capabilitics.” Sk -2 f' r=* mnwlll""’m- hﬁfmhﬂ

L=
The New York Alr Guard's 107th Air Refuel- enable peaple

based at the Niagar Falls Air Resorve ;I.uﬂj they constructed o 20-foot-wide, $-foot-
m and landscaped an §-

continued its tradition of supporting the tall dam for erosion control
Niagara Community Mission by sponsoring a mun.,ﬁu-m.-u-m
food und clothing drive. §
items, including nearly $3,250 in groceries, $260 hended o pair of parse snatchers in the parking lot
in personal care items and a $300 gift cenificaze of an Wal-Mart recently.
to0 Wagner's Famm. They also brought donated CWO2s Allan Beghtol and Lance Nation,

aztending an advanced aviation course al Fort
Rucker, Ala., were shopping for las minute pro-
vmw’hm they noticed rwo suspicious young
men.

The stispects soddenly grabbed 3 woman's
purse nd darted nway.

“We saw that they were getling away, so we
got back in our car and went afier them. Onoe we
pot close to thom, we jumped om,™ Nation re-
called.

As the suspects crodeed milrond tcks
t Wal-Mart, they poticed Beghtol and Nation
chasing them, Nation nackied the first suspect,

:Inlt,lﬂa.lp:ﬂ:td'ﬂmnd 1 cases of cereal.
pm-:dwmﬁmul‘ﬂupnﬂc

we're helping makes it all wonhwhile,” said the

107th’s TSzl Eupgene Sping, “We wish we could

o meore.

Alnbama Atr Guard SMSgt. Richord Adking
won i godd medal inthe 300-meter prone event af
the Intemational Law Enforcement Giames in the
Ungexd Arnb Emirates,

During the 10-day event, Adking — » member
of the 18Tth Fighter Wing based in Monigomery
== pitrl &bt 40 other participants from Hollamd,

Hungary, Zimbabwe and several Arab counries. whiile Beghtol held the other down until police
The Intemational Law Enforcement Organiza- arfived.

tion holds the event every two years. Mone than Thmummdm

1,800 shoolers participated. after the two assailinis The chances of the Enter-
Adkins is & full-time member of the Cumellis prise Police Depariment recovering the purse

mwlmm working ms a would have been stim 1o none,” said Lt Mike

ﬂmg&fmwwm
O dhrill weekends, the 18-year Guard veteran
serves as the 157th"s weapons safety RCO.

'ﬁnmlﬂuﬂuﬁhmm
Beghtol suid. “We just saw two kids up to no
pood and chased them down,”
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Llespite a cnange tn aircraf,
T | 1. J R 3 e
Puerto Rico's Air Guard was

ready when disaster called

Bonded hy
ADVERSITY

By M5gi. Bob Haskell
Narional Goard Rurean

people in Puerio Ricohave any-
thing good 1o say about Hurricane
that ripped merosd their

island, and swallowed up &
26,000 houses, on Sept. 21 . But members
of the Afr National Guard found traces of
asilver lining sround those dark, destroe-

tive clouds.

The humicane gave members of the
1 56th Adartift Wing » new sense of pur-
pase of the very time they are converting
from & jet fighier unit to a cargo-camying
force with a fledgling Meet of C-130 Her-
ciles alrplanes,

- They had the equipment and the svssts —
to fly food and supplies to their storm-
stricken peopls - something they could
not do during their 51-year history with
single-seal fighters designed (o shoot
down enemy aircraft.

“The horricane was very unfortunate,
but it moved s immedimely o [ull-
force cargo movers,” mainiained Brig.
Gen. Daniel Lopez-Romo, Puento Rico's
assistant sdjutani peneral for sir, 1 cre-
ited tremendous bonding. ™

What had formedy been o fighter wing
with 15 single-seat F-16s8 is being con-
vered into an airift wing with eight C-
1305 thit requine crews of five.

The Puerto Rican flest fombered just”
v of the four-enjrine carpo planes when
the storm roared in from the west and cut
a destructive swath across the southemn
half of the B3-mile long U.S. commaon-
wealth. 11 is one of the Caribbean's siming
ducks for tee hurricanes th forn every
June through November.

People without proviskons, power and
places to live needed help in o by 100
vears, after the Spanish-American War
thnt made the ixland 3 U.S. iemiooy.

The governor called out the Guard, and

catipiis systems for F-16s af the Muniz
AirMational Guard Base beside San Juan
bejan embracing their new mission by

-iraine - a thousand-

like they're more of a
part of this mizsion,”
remarked MSgt. Maria
Cotio Price, superin-
tendent of the Air
Guard's pewest perinl
port. She is said to be
the first Air Guard
wonnin inbe given that
job.

Alr crews rushed
supplies from many
places in the Unined
Stmtes to their island

miles southeast of
Flonida, In all, some
4,000 Poerto Rico Alr
and Army Guard mem-
bem and Sinte Guard
troops distnbuted 15 million pounds of
ice und 5.5 million gallons of waler.

Army Gomrd troops evacunsted residems
fromm flooded communitics, cleared de-
bris and repaired roads, bolstered security
for 19 cormrectional facilities and eight
police districts, installed 60 electrical
poles, and spent 164 hours patroliing
power lines in belicopters.

Twomembers of the Air Guard's 14 st
AlrControl Squadron on the ksland s casi-
ern end neardy lost their lves while driv-
ing scooss a shallow river after servicing
# generator wsed 1o pamp one bown s well
water, A wall of water cascaded out of the
motntaing and struck thelr vehicle broad-
side, carrying it 250 down siream, ex-
pluined TSgt. Hector Valentin,

He and 55gt. Angel Ortiz scrambled
onto the roof as the surging walers en-
gulfed their vehicle. The wet, cold men
pulled themselves 1o the safety of the
shore on a8 e thrown by civil defense
workens.

Since September, those and other he-
robe deeds hnve given way bo the details of
copverting Puerio Rico's fighter wing to
noombat-ready wirlifi outfit. The process

The United Staies
needs fewer fighters
because the threat
from Warsaw Pact
forces is history and
because the United
States" modern, high-
Iy technital jets have
a high survivability
Tml .

Also, demands for
eargo-hauling assets
pre increasing in the
Caribbean because
American forces are
palling out of Pannma and the U.S. Army
South'is moving 1o Puerio Rico,

The C- 130k are best sulied for flyving in
and out of the small airports in that part of
the world which frequently fisces the threat
of haemicanes and other noforal disasiers,
Lopez-Romo added.

“We are leaming the business slowly,
bl we "l get there,” promised Col, Melson
Tejada, the wing commander, who pi-
loted the venerable C-130s for B hours
i over four years after joining the active
Air Force s 0 newly-commissionsd liea-
tenant in 1968,

Twenty-six years after joining the
island"s Adr Guard jet fighter friemity,
Tejada has mken over the wing during
whnt he admits ix a challenging time.

The new misshon means downsizing
froem 1,100 positions to 950, he explamed.
The full-tiene foroe is being trimmed from
280 people in 230, Entire sections, sich
as munitions and srmoments. and - ebec-
tronic defense measures have gone mway,

Younger pilots who had commurted 1o
Puerio Rico from thg sisfes have gone
lookmg for pan-time flying jobs with
other fighter wings. Other members of

CONVERTED- MSgt. Maria Cotto Price (sbove) directs
the packing of relief supplies. MSgt.
TSgt. Nancy Escabl say
to C-130 flight engineers with relative ease.

Roberto (left) and
they went from F-16 crew chiefs

Meanmwhile, people must be hired or
retrningd w8 pilots, novigaiors and en-
listed Might engiveers and losd masiers in
tirne to satisfy the Air Force's increasing
demanids on the reserve components.

The wing will not get afl eight of ita
cargo craft ontil late 1999 ai the earliest,
Tejads explained, but it is already sched-
uled for o deployment to the Arabisn

“rention of Cherne-frs 2000

“We know we will be busy,™ =aid
Tejada, “We will be fiving 1o places we've
naver heen befione."™

Airmen such as the husband and wife
teamn of M5gt. Robero and TSgt. Nixcy
Escabi have accepted the challenge.

They enjoved the elite status as crew
chiefs responsible for maintaining their
own =165 befors those jets Tlew. away
forever. Now they are among the first
fouer Puerto Rican flight engineers frained
to monlior the engines and the hydmulic,
foel, électrical and other sysiems that
minke the C-130s go,

Flve month of intense training in Linle
Rock, Ark., have esrned them the right to
sit immediately behind the pilotand copi-
lot on the flight deck and help solve
problems thar could mean life or death for
the plane und s crew.

“You feel like Capa. Kirk shiting on the
siarship Enterprise,” cracked Mixcy.

“If & light poes on, the pilot immedi-
ately tumis tos,™ said Roberto who liad 1o
shat doven an engine during his final
check ride on Oct. 21 in Arkansas. Couni-
less houri of raining prepared hjm for the
new job,

Az much & they loved being respon-
sible for F<164; they never got to ride.

“Dar biggest satisfaction was having
our plane come back Code 1, with no
priovhbems, ™ Mixey related.

helping to nidift thousands of tons of s expected o take three years. the wing have taken a 525,000 early- “MNow we gt 10 poon the missions,”
wader, food and generatiors o remole parts Lopez-Homo, alawyerand former LS,  metirement option. The wing will lose  she added. “We will be helping more
af the island., attormey in Puerio Rico, ciied iworeasons abodt 50 people because of the conver:  people. We will be more involved - not
“Members of the enlisted force feel  for the change. sion, Tejuda estimated. only in war time but in peacetime,™
HE ON GUARD

January 1999



* ploved 1o the region in September

» Royal Visit +« Top Trainers ¢ Maine History
sttt pod.
mm “AKITS is an outstanding de-
Mu:ftmw.m Dauke of briefing tool,” snid Wolvering Air
York, visited air and ground crews Guond F-16 pilot Capt. Kurt
of the Tarheel State Army Guard’s Schroeder. “Instesd of spending

st Bastalion, 130th Aviation in
Kiwall,
The bateadson and its AH-64

Apache nitack helicoptens de-

as part of Operation Southern
Whoich.

The Prince, a Britich Mavy
Fighier pilod, was briefed by
CWOA Hobert Edwarnds, an in-
strucior pilot. Edwards explnined
the difference between the Apache
the Guard flies and the
"Longbow™ model Britain is
scheduled to receive in the near
fudure,

The Morrisville-hased 1-130th
is slmsd o retum honse in Febau-
ary.

The Air Force christened ity
first U.S.-based, rangebess, air
combat training at the
Phelps-Collins Air National Guard
Base's Combal Headiness Train-
img Cender in Alpena,

Eonowm as the Alpena-Radena
Instrumented Training Sysiem, or
AKITS, the state-of-the-art, (irut-
of-its-kind, air combal training
system for F-15 and F-16 fighter
jeis, allows pilots to perfiorm wnd
eviluate simulnted missions
through a computerized sirbome

tesurs irying to recreate what we did
up thene, we just tum on the oom-
puder and let it ron,”

A oorecent ceremoty. Scnator
Carl Levin, a senior member of the
praised the system. *.

“The defense of our nation’s
securily is our number one prior-
ity,” be sald. “I's absolutely vital to
provide our pilots with the bes
technology and tools evailable to
secure freedom sround the world.™

Retired Col, Steve Smith experi-
enced deja vis recenily when he
strapped hamsell into the cockpit of
i 42-year-old F-100F, the sams
type be had Rown 24 veam earlier
b Vietnam,

Smaitly was joined by four F-16
pilots with the Albugquerque-based
I 50th Fighter Wing, his former
it

Col. Williarn White, Col. Richard
Radike, Col. Willizin Robinsos-agnd
Capt, Greg Redd flew i varions
formations with Smith asd his
Super Salwe, an aircrafi e and unig
members piloted in 1968 in re-
sponse to the Pueblo Incideist.

The povaiely-owned F-100F was
used with the F-164 for & photo
shoot.

By MS5gL Bob Haskell
MNational Caard Brreau

The symbol of the Pine Tree Stafe Nariowal
Guard's finest hour, the standard for one of the
Civil War's most enduring heroes, Joshua Cham-
bertain, found a new home when the Naional
Guard celebrated its 362nd birthday in December,

The restored Americin flag that experts believe
the 20th Maine Infuntry Regiment carried bso the
Baitle of Gettysburg and marked the lefi end of the

Union line during the pivotal second day of fighting

has been displayed in quiet dignity af the Maine
Stwie Museum in Augusia,

The wstered collor, with [ 1 visible stars, have
been preserved in g T-foot square aluminum frame
and positioned at the bead of an exhibit. It is dedi-
cated 1o the 2th's herole action against overwhelm-

ing Confedernte forces on July 2, 1863,

Chamberlain commanded the regment and re-
cedved the Medal of Honor for ordening a bayonet
charge after his men mn fow on ammuniion. That
niinck surpeised the Southem troops and prevented
them from mking the end of the Yankoe line and,
perheps, defeating the Linion anmy.

Color Sgt. Andrew Tozier also won the medal
lor defending the flag while standing his growmd in
the center of the regimenial fine that had been shot
awny during the ferocious fighting.

The flag “was the last thing some Mainers saw
before dying,” remarked Douglis Hoves, the
miseum’s historical collections curmtor, when the
framed flag was onvelled in Maine 135 vears afier
the Civil War"s most famous battie. The flag, miss-
ing its lower right corner, was turned over 1o the
musewim in & wooden box in 1969,

Photo by MSgL Bob Haskal
UNVEILED ~ An 11-star American flag,
carried by the 20th Maine infantry Regi-
ment al Geltysburg, now rests in Augusia.

1
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* Remembering

the Mormon

Battalion

To finance its move west, the Mor-
mons joined the fight against Mexico

Muster made

in HEAVEN

exican soktiers whoattacked US. troops staged
Mllnng the Rio Grande River wore probably

nof surprised when President James K. Polk
declared war on Mexioo in May of 1846, However, they
could not have foreseen the effect the war would have.an
n group of western pioneers called the Mormaons.

Two months prior 10 that sttack, more than 3,000
Mormons escaped religions persecution when they left
MNayvoo, 11, and headed west. Led by Brigham Young.
the group's firet prophet, they crossed the frozen Missis-
sippi River ind moved steadily through lowa. Enduring
harsh winter conditions and o leck of food, this “Camp of
Isrnel,” a5 it wascalled, took 131 days o cross fows and
reach the Missourn River.

F

religioas beliefs, an oppormunity 1o dem-
onstrate their patriotism,

While ithe battalion’s formation was
in everyonpe's best inderesi, some
Laner-Day Saints resisted. When Capt,
James  Allen arrived from Fort
Leavenworth to enlist the Mormons -
located incamps about 120 miles porth-
cast of the Kansas Army post — be was
grected with suspicion,

The Mormons could hardly be blamed
for their skeplicism, given the persecu-
tiom they had suffered in Hlinods and

Leavenworth prior to their deparang,
they collected $5,192. The moncy
bought blankets, provisions, and outfit-
ted several wagons,

On Aug. 13, 1846, the second stage of
their joumey began when Companics
A, B and E began their march to Sema
Fe. (Kenmiey had lefi earlier o June o
conguer Mew Mexico; the hattalion was
tor Tollow and sssist in the opemtion if
pecessary k. Companies C and D fol-
bowed on Aug. 15 Tronically, Capt. Adlen
pever lived to nccomipany the battalion.

Missouri by residents and insensitive GUARD HISTORY He died of a fever in August af
political leaders, Many were also un- Leavenworth. Eventually, st Lt An-
aware of the behind-the-scenes deal By $M5g!. Steve Soums drew Jackson Smith, a Wesa Point gradu-
brokered between the federal govem- Alr Goard Histerion sle, was assigned to lead the banalion,

ment and Elder Linle.

Under Smith, the Mormons marched

Elder Wilford WoodmfT, one of the
Twelve Apostles, wroie of Allen:

“] had sorme reasons to believe them tobe spies and that
the President (Yomng) hod no hand in it We, however,
treated therm with civility and directed them on to Council
Bluffs to lay the case before the President.”

Affter jusi one meeting with his fellow apastles, Young
was able (0 promise Capt. Allen the Mormon's full
support. Recognizing the vatue of the LS. povernment®s
official recognition, Young doclured, “Let the Mommons
be the (st men 1o sel their feeton the soil of Califomia.™

By July 16th, more than SO0 men hod volunteered io

While Young conternplated how he and his people
wowld move forther west, President Polk had other
cancerns. He had been elected on an expansionist
platform (hat colled for the annexation of Texns and
the addition of Oregon, Even Califomia seemed
within the country's grasp, When negotiutions over
that territory and the Rio Grande boundary failed,
Polk wok military sction. Having instigaied the
Mexican Army s Rio Grande atinck. he seni a vig-
orous war messige to Congress. War wis declired
May 13, 1846,

Part of Polk "s war strategy called for Col. Stephen
Keamey tolead the nrmy into the southwest, oecupy
Santa Fe, and then march o California snd secure it
for the United States,

Concemned about rumors regarding Britain's ii-
terest in Califomia, and unsure of what mfluence
the Mormons would have on the war, Polk Ffavored
enlisting & Mormon bastalion into Keamey's force,

Their involvement was not sccidental, Before ithe
president ever instructed Secretary of War, William
Marcy, to officially muster the battalion, Polk had re-
peived s letter from Elder Jesse Little, president of the
church’s Essiemn States mission. Brigham Young had
sutharized Litthe 1o obtain whatever assistance he could
get from the federal govermment (o assist the Saints in
their emigrtion west, Most of the group's resources
were consumed in their move From [Hlinods o Towa.

With access to John Kane, a prominent federal judge
and political associnte of the president, Listle had origi-
mally lobbied 1o finance their move by winning fedeml
contracts o build forts along the Oregon Trail.

Forming a battalion to support the war effort provided
a much better opportunity. It would provide the Mor-
moes with a ready supply of cash. 1t also gave the group,
which had been excluded by American society for their

MORMOMN MITE = In an effort to get money to
finance their move west, thea Mormons
volunteered to help the U.S. fight Mexico.

serve. They would form an important adjunct 1oihe 2,000
gobdiers Keamey commanded. The volunioers wene ac-
companied by 84 women and children. Twenty women
were made lsundresses af the rate of £7 a month, At Fort
Leavenwarth, the volunteers received infantry equip-
mend and o uniform allowance of 342,

Far the Mormons, the practical effect was enormous.
Insieacl of buying aniformns, moat of the men gave their
allowance back 1o their Mormon leaders and wore roagh
frontier clothing instead. In fact, before leaving lowa, the
volunteers pledged their allowance and pay o care for
their families, i xesist the poor still in Nauvoo o leave,
and 1o assist the church’s move wesl

When Elders Parley Pratt, John Taylor, Orson Hyde
and Jesse Little met with ihe Mommon soldiers sl Fort

Photo cowrtesy of the Museusn of Church History and Ad

an average of 15miles aday for &1 days,
By the time the battalion had reached
Samta Fe in Detober, they had sufTered thoough sumimer
beat, a lack of water and a malevolent doctor who
believed every disorder could be cured with calomel and
arsenic.

Lt Col. P. 5. George Cooke assumed permanent
command of the battalion al Santa Fe. He sentmost of the
remmining women and children, plus 150 of the sickest
meen, (o Fort Pueblo, Colo, The rest of the battalion lefi
Santa Pe Oct. 19th 1o traverse 1,100 milea where no

~weapon traimn had ever been,

The odds of a sucoessful joumey were agninst the
battalion. They had 1o travel through enemy lemi-
tory ‘with inexperienced guides and were short on
mtions. They also had to deal with several Indian
tribes.

After warding ofl repeated afincks by wikd baills
near the San Pedro River in December, the battalion
took Tuecson, Ariz., withoat a shot when
Commandante Don Antonio Comaduran ovenesti-
imated the sire of their force,

Dn Dec. 18, they continued thetr trek to Califor-
nin, where they were grected by desent termain, o
truumatic crossing at the Yama River (sevemal mules
drowned) and & severe lack of water,

Oirdered o San Diego by Keamaey, the Monmoina
arrived there Jan, 29, 1847, They remained there for
six months, working on community developrmend

jects during their spare time. Eighty-one soldiers
in July, Some of those discharged ended up participating
in the dizcovery of gold in the San Joaguin Valley.

While the baitalion was making one of the longest
marches in U5, Army history, the moncy they camed
hiad allowed many of their families to move o the Salt
Lake Walley. The Mexican War also offered a chance for
the LI.5. government and the Mormons to sirike o muiy-
ally-beneficial bargain — the Mormons remuined loyal
nnd provided troops (o President Polk, whild the govemn-
ment helped finmnce their families” move west.

It was a muster made in heaven,

Editar s Note: The Urah Neavional Guard weis offtetally
erganized on March 26, 1894 in Saif Lake Ciry, I wayan
vedgroweh of parlier tervitorial militias, including nhe
Mormon Banalion, Today, members axsigned to the
Utah Army Guard State Area Compgnd wear o unii
patch fhat pays homage fo the @arly Mormon militia.
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Maryland's 175th Wing hauls
tons of relief for hurricane-
ravaged Honduras

Delivering Hope
for the Holidays

By Li. Col, Jean Marie Beall
Maryland Motonal Guard

ometimes it's personal,

Thet was the case for Capt. Joel

Burgess, a Maryland Air Guond
C- 1300 pilint, as his unit headed for b
cane-ravaged Hondusas looded with me-
Lief suppliecs,

"My oldest nicce's hushand is from
Honduras near Teguchgalpa™ explained
Burgess, & member of the 175 Wing.
“We had heard the anea was geeting hit,
but we had no coniact. 1t wis two weekas
before we heard pnyihing.™

The result, be sdded somberly, was
tofnl devastation.

“Their siandard of living pot wiped
out,” Burgess said.

It i3 just one reason the Free Staie Air
Gruanrd crew flew two relief missions just
before Christmas toa Central American
country still struggling to its feet after
Hurricane Milch's knockoat hlow,

Partof what has been called Task Force
Hope, the 175th fliers joined LS. Air
Force cargo haolers i shiatting supplics
and disaster relief personnel (o affecied
areas

Diuring the first mission to Hondiras'

Sofn Capo Alr Base, Guandmembern de-
tivered 22,500 pounds (three pallet londs)
of n solution used o rehydrute infants,

The following day, according to 175th
loadmaster S5gt. Paul Mezranoiie, the
it hawled five more pallet Ioads — four
contained (27,000 pounds}com soy meal,
the other, four water purifiers. The
country's waler system was devastuted
by Mitch and many of its hospitals are in
tesperate nead of the purifiers.

The mission’s communder, Lt. Col.
Dave Rein, said the unit had offered 1o fly
relicf missions when the hurricane firs
bat, bawt thesir services weren'i needed af
the time,

“Thix type of mission has a special
meaning for us becanse wie'ne uskg oir
skills to contnbuie o a mawsive effon o

Phodos by Lt Col. Jean M Baall

assikl other people who have been devas-
tmbed by afang’s fory,” Rein observed.
"People helping other people in need is
what it"s all about. We"re trained for war,
bt we're using those skills in peace.™

While the crew was busy flying, crew
chiefs like TSgt. Leonard Goad and S5gt.
Steven Iman kept the aircraft humming,
no casy feat when the 30-something-
year-obd C-1 3Ex are older than some of
the people who fix them,

By early December, some 5,074 tons
of supplies and equipment had been de-
liversd by crews from 12 countries, re-
poried M3g1. Steven Davis, a member of
the Travis AFB, Calif -based 615l Akr
Mohility Group charged with tracking
rriEAsioms fooven bo smnd out of Hondurma:

“This has definitely been an interng-

HELPING HONDURAS - A
Maryland C-130 (left) unloads raliel
supplies in Honduras, while
Leonard Goad (opposite) and SSgL
Paul Mezzanolle (above) take care
of business.

tonal operation,” Davis added.

A vt 1o the countryside near the town
iof Coimyagua showed jiea how destruc-
tive water can be. Wien the rvers sur-
rounding the town flooded, it tor amajor
bricge apart, said SSgt Jefl Troth, amem-
ber of the Army’s 2nd Airborne Divi-
o,

“The Huoncharans built s make-shift ferry
using J3-gallon druma because 20NN
fomilies were left stranded.” he sakd. "1t
was incredible,”

Por members of the Manyviand Al Na-
tionnl Guanl, Mying relief affors Tor Hur-
ricane-rayaged areds is nothing new, The
unit previously reéponded to Hurricanes
Gilbert, Hugo amnd Andirew,

aMSgl. Dave Mumphy, & 28-year vet-
erar) and (Hght engimcer with the Balti-
mere-hised wnit, recalled the wake of
Hiarricine Andrew in 1902,

I weas the worst | lnd ssen,” be anid.
“Bverything south of Mizmi was gone.”

Like Murphy, Maj. Michael Vichich. s
navigator and 15-year veteran of the
Howeard County Police Department, has
seen Mother Niture's writh.,

“From the air it wis hard to soe the
devasiation the storm: brought,”™ he said.
“You could see where the rivers had
widened and made their paths throwgh the
ot AtEinGLs termain,

“These people endure the handships
thint life brings them with u smile on their
face wnd a positive attitsde,” he contin-
ued. “They have endured more in a shom
period of fime than most Americans go
throngh in a lifetime ™

While the Mary lunders were glad 1o be
reloming hiome, the four-day misslon gave
TSt Erick Stone, a loadmasier, paose to
reflect.

“The mission of the Air National
Gonrd,' he observed, “is 1o help the citi-
zenm aof many natkons promote e well-
being and overall conditions of living,”
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