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ready for battle
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B Lone Star Division
shines during historic
peacekeeping mission

By MSgt, Bob Haskell
Narional Guard Bureoo

esquite and cedar rees and grass

burnid brown by the summer’s

seaning heal. Such were the
things that assured more than 750 Army
National Guard soldiers they were back
home in Texas during October's first week
following a spring and summer
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Texans return from Bosnia

The Texans, coincidentally, returmed
b their homes on the same weekend thai
President Slobodan Milosevic®s 13 vears
of autocratic rule ended in neighboring
Yugoskvin

Milosevic, believed 1o be a key plaver
in the bloody three- year Bosnian war, has
been indicted for murder and crimes
against humanity in Kosovo by the Inter-
national Criminal Tribanal forthe Former
Yugoslavin ot the Hague.

The Serbian strongman’s fall may not
alter the need to maintain a peacekeeping
force in Bosnia, said Halverson, who
worked closely with civilian officials,

“I don'"t think it"s g_:n:ins 1o have as hig

Movember 2000

of pivedal peacekeeping duty in
Bosnin

“The time went fast: a lot faster
than | thowght it would. But i still
feels good 10 be home,™ said Spt.
Ross Wellen in the aftermoon of
Ot 5, about 12 howrs after land-
mg af Fort Hood with 164 other
citizen-soldiers in the 49th Ar-
mored Division.

The Texas Army Guard's Lone
Star Division Mag and com-
mander. Maj. Gen. Robert
Halverson, returmed al 10:45 pam.
ihat evening, signaling the end 1o
a high-profile mission thu re-
lected the siatos aned the futre of
the total force Army,

The Notional Guard divizsion
had commanded the American
secior in northern Bosnia — in-
cluding soldiers in the active

Regiment and an 1 1-nation mul-
tinational force that included
Scandinavizn, Russianand Turkish troops
— sinee early last March,

They helped prolong nearly five years
of peace among Serbs, Croats and Mus-
lims in that pan of the Balkans before
turming the mission over (o the Army"s
Jrd Infamtry Division,

Pholo by MSgL Bob Haskod
WELCOMED HOME - A Texas Army
Guard woman tearfully embraces her
Army's Ird Armored Cavalry husband after returning from an eight-

month deployment to Bosnia.

an effect as some people would hope,” he
wapd, Bul it oid, af least, hold oor the
promise for o lasting peace in that war-
o paert of the world.

Meanwhile, the 4%th remaived under

B See TEXANS RETURN, page 5
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GUARD MAIL
Forgive my French

1 just read the teo-war ace ariicle
about Col. James Hagerstrom (Seplem-
ber issuc) in the “Guard History™ sec-
tion. Although 1 enjoyed ihe everall
article abowt Hagerstrom s bravery, |
was shocked and disappointed with
language used in the article.

Specifically, in three places where
Hagerstrom was quoted:

B "It was just a hip shot,” be re-
poricd. “it had no deflection, no nothing
o Just sheer a®# luck.™

® “He was sifting there with smoke
ine sh#¥ coming out of his airplane
right above his air base.”

B “Secing a burning mig crash on
your own base can cause a hedd of a
morale problem,” be added.

[ believe these comments could have
been modified without changing or
demeaning the guote or the anticle.
While I understand such comments
might be appropriste in a pilot’s briel-
ing room with military personnel
prescn, that is not the case here. This
publication finds it"s way into homes,
businesscs ond offices of traditional
Guardmembers, Our repulation, like it
or not, hangs on what we say and da,

I think we owe it 10 our Guardmesn-
bers, their families and our friends to
always be conscious of potentially
offensive language or quotes, even if

changing it may e on being a litile bit
pradish,
MSgt. David Flook
CHaig Nattounal Cruard

Concerned about Suicides

It seems that near the end af each
fiscal year, we find out how bad things
really are for our fellow soldiers in the
Gt s0 bad, thal some of them com-
mit suicide. | was disturbed by this
article (September) and felt prompled
o wrile,

Since March | have been on Active
Duty for Special Work orders. 1 had no
idea how much “stulfl™ the full-time
stafl has o deal with during the week.

I"ve been on active duty before, but
this doesn't really compare. The full-
time stail has to ensure that M-Day
soldicrs are cared for, as well as help
with the upkeep of the armary.

If they are married, they have 1o find
time 1o spend with their families. |
know of some full-limers that drive
exlended distances to go 1o work, often
staying away from home during the
work week. Throw all that iogether
with litile or no notice of inspections by
higher headguaners, and that couses
increased stress.

The hardest thing for anyone to do is
o rench out for help. T know, 1've been
down that road a few times mveelf, Just
when I've been ready 10 give up hope,
somehow things manage o stabilize fior
a little while longer.

It can be really difficull to deal with
things when you ure married, becanse
yori have a family to care for, It can be
just as bad when you are single.

Compounding the problem, some
Ciuard unils don't even have a chaplain
assigned to them.

I serve in Califormin, & state that |
really don’t consider pro-military. This

also has an affect on soldiers. When
you don’t feel that the people you serve
appreciate what you do, it can have a
negative impact,

I don’s kave any answers 10 the prob-
lems we all face as sobdiers. I1's sad to
hear that oor fellow brothers and sisters
in uniform are opting for suickde, in-
stend of asking for help,

Taking care of and looking out for
each other has got to be a high priority.

Sgt. Robert Brimer
Cadifrnia Mafonal Guerd

Makes you go "Hmm'

The HMMWY hax been around for
& long time. My second duty station
was Comiso, [aly, where | managed o
fleet of them. 1" ve been out of that
business for a long time, but can't ima-
gine they have changed the name of
theat vehicle. The cormect term is High
Mability Multi-Wheeled Veheile, or
HMMWV,

Why do [ keep seeing it refermed 1o as
a humvee? | would think il you were
going o refer 1o, you would get the

spelling comrect.
MSgt. Lisa Puscinn
Colorade National Guard

LEmERS Poucy:

‘Letters to the Editor’ are subject
to editing for space and style con-
siderations.

FAX your lefiers to DSN 327-

& 5 A A & & & &

By Lvle Farguhar

"He's says he's "prior service,” but his ID card expired in 1636."
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lTuuting Tours mE Clever Cards m Black Berets

‘Stat’ tours available at Bureau

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
Nanional Cinard Burean

is nearly five years of Air National Guard duty
Hmumhdnw:rﬂh:m:im’scnpim have becn,

by and large, arewarding experience for CMSgt.
LB, W

“After the first year, I iold my wife that perhaps we
didn’t peed this much of &
change,” Watsabaugh
chuckled beside his fifith-

fioor cubicleatthe National _ -

Guard Burean's home of-
fice in Arlington, “Wa.
“Wow, | wouldn't have
changed it fior the world.”

The man from Missouri
was spenking of the stalu-
tory tour — of stat bour — as

to benefit my home

unit more than I

level of experience and (o bolster their retirement pay m
the same time.

“Stat tours offer members of the Air Guard iwo things,”
said CMSgi. Trish McMery, Homan Resource Division
chief. “The chance for individuals 1o expand their profes-
sional borizons and the epportunity to share their knowl-
edge with their units when they retumn io their homes.™

The Alr Guard has 1,000 stal 10ur positions, McMeny
relsted, Mosi are located in
the Washington, D.C. arca.

The operations and fly-
ing directorate includes | 20
positions, and the person-
niel directorate has 1 10 The
counterdrog directoratie fea-
tures approximotzly 100
stat fours.

Elsewhere, 64 stal wairs
are available at the Adr

should be able

the Air Guard's chiel en- E T Cviaerd” s Travimi nigg sened Bchu-
listed manager for life CMSgt J.B bl cation Center in Knoxville
port that hEﬂllﬁhl th::lE Walsabaugh l_‘lﬂ.ﬂl’t }'|E_lr[l'|i'l_1 | ][lﬂ T:m.Amln‘lehﬁm;
The Beliway in January located on 1st Air Force

195,
baugh, a licensed practical nurse, plan to retum 1o St
Joseph, Mo, and the Air Guand®s 139th Airlift Wing, in
Jamuary.

“I have guined u higher level of expenience,” said
Watsabaugh. “When 1 go back, 1 should be able 10
benefit my home unit mvore than [ could before 1 lefl,”

That 15 what stad wurs are all sbout, and the Adr
National Guard has plenty of opportunities for enlisted
people and commissioned officers to goin that notional

turf at Tyndall Air Force

Base im western Florida,

Stak tours help in another way, said MeMerty,

“People bring fresh ideas and different perspectives
fram their home units 16 the National Guard Bureau,” she
pointed oul. “1t"s a good way to get inpud from the field,”

Stat tours can also mean soame significant retirement
dellars, according 1o MeMerty.

A four-vear touris worth 1,160 refirement points. That

B See ‘STAT' TOURS, page 4

New identification card uses ‘smart’ technology

he Department of Defense re-
cently introduced its identifi-
cation card of the Tuture,

Since October, the Department of
Defense began issuing a new multi-
purpose card for Dol personnel.
Dubbed a “commaon access card.” it
will be more than just an identifica-
tion cand,

The card will eventunlly allow
plysical dccess 10 secure areas, per-
mit eniry intothe Depaniment’s com-
puler networks, and serve as the a-
thentication token for the De-
parimenl’s compuienized public key
infrastructure.

The commen nocess cand is an
important example of the Depart-
ment’s effons 10 use culting-cdge
technologies o reform their busi-
ness processes, o eliminate paper-
based netivities, to ensure the secu-
rity of its networks, and consequently
to cnhance military readiness.

The new 11} is based on “smian
card” technology that siores and pro-
cesees information on an inlegraed
microprocessor chip, Embedded
within the card, this chip is a small
compiter without s moniior of power
supply. It has thee capability to read,
write, and perform various opera-
tions on several thousand byies of
information.

The commeon access card is abowt
the size of an avermge credit cand ool
will inconporaie lincar ond two-di-
mensionnl bar codes and o magnetic
stripe in onder to enable the card to
suppord other functions, either on a
Department-wide or individual com-
mand hasis,

Among the possible activities be-
ing considered on a Department-wide
bosis afe processing food services
charges in military mess halls and
ppdating importani manifest and
deployment data. Local commanids

are alwsevalunting placing individual
medical and dental information on
the card, as well as student status,
armory and property accountability,
iraining, and ffle range performance.

*1 applaud the fact this card gives
our people  key technological wol
to improve performance while pro-
tecting individoal privecy,” said
Under Secretary of Defense (Per-
sonnel and Readiness) Bernard
Rostker, whose office assisted in the
development of the card.

The cand will become the standard
identification cord for approximately
four million people affibated with
the Department. Included in this
el are active duty uniformed ser-
vices persoancl, selecied reserves,
DoD civilian personnel and eligible
contractor personnel.

The target date for completion of
the initial mew card issuance is the
end of September 2002,

AL BRIEFS
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could mean an additional 214
per month (o tose who retire as
masier sergemnts with belween
Z0and 22 years of service and an
extra $365 for people who retine
ns full colonels afier 26 years.

Those considering stat 1ours,
especially around Washingion,
DuC, should be concerned with
more than the money, Walsa-
baugh cautioned. Siat towrs, he
sidded, are nod necessarily for
everyone,

"Wou have to like 1o do staff
work. Andit's o commitment for
the entire fomily,” said
Watsabaugh of the considerably
faster pace he and his wife en-
countered when they moved from
"midiown, USA,” to Andrews
Air Force Base in Maryland

The ransition was relatively
casy for the Watsabaughs, They
were in their 50s, and their two
children were grown.

JB. had taught high school
math and physical education and
had coached foothall and bas-
kethall in lowa and Missour for
a few years before becoming a
full-time Air Guard technician
in St. Joseph with the 139th in
1974, Neither he nor his wife
had ever been o Washington.

*I was satisfied with my job,
but [ was ready for o change, |
felt I could make n difference in
the carcer field.” Watsabaugh cx-
plained. Besides, it was the only
way ol that time he could be
promoted from senior masier
sergeant to chiel in the life sup-
port arepiL

He discovered he could make
a difference at the Burean,

Dharimg his wirch, forexample,
chiel master sergeants slots have
been added 1o that career field
Beross the country; and 28 people
now have the chance to be pro-
maed o that rank.

“Peaple can now progress all
the way through the enlisied
ranks in the life support field,”
Watsabaugh said with satisfac.
i

Although Watsabaugh nc-
knowledged it will be good to
return o Missourd, living and
working around Washington will
remain unforgettable,

“In many ways it"s (D.C.) the
capital of the world,” he said.
“Evervihing happens here. 11's
been neat to be a pan of iL”

B ‘It was very somber. |
saw a lot of peaple crying'

By Sgt. Gail Bruymen
Missowrd Natiomal Guard

embers af the Missouri Nationsl
Guard played a vital role in
helping the state’s citizens
moum the death of Gov, Mel Camahan,

During the foar dayvs after Camahan,
his son Rendy and aide Chris Sifford died
in an Oct. 16 plane crash pear 1. Louis,
National Guard soldiers and ainnen per-
formed duties including honor guard de-
tails, organizing a public memorial ser-
vice at the capitol, acting a3 escoris and
secunty, and assisting local and national
miedia. Guardmembers also produced the
memonal service progmm, where pilots
from the 1315t Fighter Wing flew the
“missing man” formation.

*“This proves the Gieard can rally around
and get the job done,” said
Muj. Gen. John Havens, ad-
jutant general, *{Gov,
Carnahan’s) family nnd
stuffare very npprecintive.”

On Thursday aftemoon,
Just three days afier the
crash that befi Missourians
#hunined and gricving. his
caskel was brought by
hearse 10 the Governor's
Mansion in Jefferson City,
Once there, members of
Missouri"s Military Funernl
Homors iesm carried the cis-
ket into the elegant home,

Ironically, it was Camns-
ahan who signed legislation
in 1998 establishing Mis-
souri s Military Funeral Honors Program,
the firstof its kind in the nation. Camahan
himisell was an Air Force veteran. This
past summer, Cammahan rewarded his
troops by signing into low a bill guaran-
teeing upto 100 percent tuition assistance
for Missouri Guardmembers,

After the funeral honors team gently
laid down the Governor's casket inside
the high-ceilinged Great Hall of the Man-
siofl, an honor guard comprised of cii-
zen-atrmen and soldiers stood vigil the
rest of the day and through the night.

Changing the guard every 15 minuses,
the detail stayed on duty until the casket
was taken to the public memarial service
in front of the Capitol late Friday mom-
ing. During eight hours of public visits-
tion Thursday evening. honor guasd mem-
bers watched approximately 8,000 people
file throagh the Mansion to pay their fast
respects o the state’s 51t govemor,

"It was very somber. [ saw a lot of
peoplecrying,” said Sgi. Sieve Forsha, an
honor gunrd member and personnel NCO
ot [ke Skehon Training Site.

While the honor gaard kept their sol-

emn vigil inside the Mansion, other Graard
members were organizing security and
working with other state agenches to pre-
pare the Capitol lawn for a public memo-
rinl service thal attracted several thou-
sand mourners, Gaard officials also had
io comrdinate with members of the Secre
Service, because of the attendance of
President Bill Clinton and Vice President
Al Gore und other dignitaries.

Alihough severe weather and fog ap-
parently contributed to the crash, the day
of the memorial was nesr perfiect autumn
weather, Moumers in their shinsleeves
crowded the sidewalks of Caopitol Av-
enue to walch the procession walk behind
the Governor's casket from the Mansion
to the Capitol,

As the bells of 5. Peter's Catholic
Church tolled in ihe distance, and sun-
light flashed off the saber carried by pro-
cession eseor commander Li, Col. Mark
McCaner. He is the Missouri Army
Guard’s Recruiting and Retention Man-
agement director and commander of

Headquaners and Headguariers Detach-

Missourians mourn, honor Governor

shoes 1o give them secure footing on the
steep strects surrounding the Capiiol,

Following the cassion, a sleck, black
caparisoned, or riderbess, horse walked.
Led by an officer of the St Louis Metro-
politan Mounted Police, the horse wore a
saddle with boots set backward in tse
stirrups, symbolizing o fallen warrior who
would never ride again. The caparisoned
horse also came from the Indiana Cer-
ermoanial Lndr,

Walking slowly toward the Capitol, the
Carmuhan family, Clinton and Gore led
hundreds of ather dignitarics and family
friends in & solemn procession,

The National Guard and other state
egencies took just three days 1o AN e
the event. Officials coordinated count-
less details, including transporting the St.
Louis Symphony Orchestra String Quar-
tet from MNew York's Camegie Hall 1o
Jelferson City.

Hours before the public coremonies
began, National Guardmembers had been
directing traffic, handing oul programs
and seating moumers for the service. Morne
than 10,000 mourners at-
tended the memorial ser-
vice. Countless others
scross the state and na-
tion watched the service
5 fwas broadeast live on
tebevision,

Several dignitaries, in-
cluding the president,
spoke during the service.
But perhaps even more
moving was the sound of
19 echoing booms, rounds
fired from the barrels of
three, 75mm pack howii-
zers by members of
“Truman"s Own" Battery

Photo by SgL Gall Braymen D 151 Banalion, 129th

PAYINGRESPECTS ~ A member
of the Missouri National Guard
stands vigll over Gov. Carnahan's
casket Oct. 12 as state Sen. Harry
Wiggins kneels and prays.

ment, Ird Battalion, 135th Avistion in
Iefferson City, A Missouri Air Guard
eolor guard, and Guard dnemmers beai-
ing a slow, steady tioo, marched behind
McCarnier,

Four white horses came next, two of
them pulling a traditional black wooden
cassion bearing the Governor's casket.

The horses” riders, the caisson and an
eight-person casket wam came from the
Indiang National Guard’s Military De-
partment of Indians Ceremonial Unit. a
sister unil 10 the famous Old Guard in
Arlington, Va., and the only such unit in
the National Guard. The Indiana unit also
provided horses 1o pull the cassion.

The Indiana horses were replaced jist
hours before Fridiy"s ceremony by Mis-
souri Mennonite plow horses. During &
rehenrsnl Thursday evening, officials dis-
covered the visiting horses lacked special

Field Antillery in Inclepen-
dence. Harry 5. Truman commuanded
Butiery D as a capeain during Workd War
L Congress later passed legislation in his
honor that Missouri's Battery D would be
the oaly artillery unit in the U_S. Army
designated Battery D.

“Weall foel we are part of o oreal state,
and it was a great honor for us 1o be there
and take pan in this ceremony,” said
Battery D 15t Sgt. John Painter. “We were
glad 1o be there as citizen-soldiers and
representing Battery [0,

The 15t Batialion, 123th Field Artillery
in Columbia provided the howitzers for
the service.

As the booming of the howitzers faded,
two National Guard masicians, one sol-
dier and one airman, blew the sweel,
[orlorm moes of *Taps.”™

Then, streaking high above in the bril-
linna bl sk, F- 155 from the 13161 Fighter
Wing Mew in the “missing man” forms-
tion. The four jets appeared together over
the Capitol lawn. Suddenly, one broke
away. It zoomed straight up and left the
athers, symbolizing the loss of 2 comrade
who dicl st retum from a mission,
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the Army's microscope as the
first Guard division to be given
charge of active duty roops since

the Korean War,

Leon LaPorte, the Army's II1
Corps commander who wel-
comed many of the citizen-s0l-
dier who returmed 10 Texas in
carly October, sometimes at I

m.

A 15t Cavalry Division band
and hopor guard that carried the
1.5, and Lone Star State flags
greeted planes filled with sal-
diers that touched dawn at Fort
Hood's Robert Gray Army Air-
fiekd.

“1 think it will have a tremen-
dously positive Impact,” said
LaPorie of the effect the Army
Guard-commanded rotation will
have on the ongoing integration
of reserve and active duty forces.
“Creneral Halverson dad a tre-
mendous job of leading L.5.
soldiers.”

Halverson credited his sol-
diers. especially the junior non-
commissioned officers and com-
pany-grade officers, with the
MESEIN" S SICTEsS.

“I"'m very proud of every ane
of these soldiers,” he said. “They
did everything | asked them to
do, and we brought them all back
safie and soumd.”

The duty in Bosnia incleded
making sure thit an additional
&S square miles of playgrounds.
fields and roadways were clear
of land mines, a division spokes-
man reported.

HEADED HOME - After a
eight-month peacekeeping
deployment, a Texas Army
Guardsman and his wife
go home arm-in-arm.

Tough iraining, including a
demanding mission rchearsal
excrcise ot Fort Polk, La., last
Movember, was 4 key o suc-
cess, the Guard soldiers stressed.

“It was very realistic.” said
M5gt. Lawnence Tucker of San
Antenio, o seasoned veteran of
Vietnam and the Persian Gulf.
“The train-up kept #s on our ocs
for what we should be doing
while were we were there.”

“The training was harder than
the actual mission,” ssid Sgr
Jon Copple of Austin, Texas,
even though 12-hour duty days
were nod unusual ol the 49th’s
Eagle Base headquariers in
Tuzla,

That Bosnin seems o be
steadily prospering from nearly
five years of peace validated their
mission, the Texans observed.
For example, 8,000 familics re-
turned 1o their pre-war homes, 2
division spokesman added.

“A lot of displaced people
retumed o their homes while
were there,” said Copple, who
worked in the division's intelli-
gence secthon. “There was also
new conslriction even though,
sometimes, you had to look for
it. But the old blown up stuff stll
leered right out af you.”

MSgt. Jerry Huff said he be-
lieves the diversity of America’s
military people can be a model
for Bosnin's ethaic commaumni-
tigs,
The Vietnam veteran has had
two tours in Bosnia to reach that
conclasion. Hufl belonged 10 a
4-zoldicr artillery fire support
element from the Texas Guand
that was assigned 1o a Swedish
battalion there from August 1997

working ns brothers,” Hufl said.
“They're all white. 1 have to

believe that if we can get along,
they shoald,

“Sure, we have our differences
in this country. But, for the most
part, we don't grab guns and

start killing each other,” added
Hufl befare venturing back into
the Texas afternoon to savor the
mesquite, the cedars and even
the burned, brown grassof home.
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Phales by MSgt. Bob Haskal
GETTING a LIFT - CSM Ed-
ward lannone Jr. (above, right)
flew to Forl Irwin to discuss
aviation issues with Guard
soldiers. A Guard crew chief
(right) gets busy at Ft. Rucker.

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

dwiard lannone Jr. s a direct, 115,

Army command sergeant major

whowill travel a bong way to make
a poini. He is the top enlisted soldier for
Army avistion. He knows that going 1o
the field is the best way o find out what
those troops in the active and reserve
forces arg up to,

Therefore, his recent tip from Fon
Ruckerin lower Alabama (o Fort Irwin in
southem Califomia 1o observe and talk o
F73 Army National Guard avistion sol-
diers during a rotation at the National
Truining Center was just another few
days ai - or pway from == the office.

He observed the citizen-soldiers in the
+49th Aviation Task Force from Novth
and South Carolina, from Alabama, Idaho
and three ather states as they carried on as
best they could in hooded gas masks and

VY protective suits following an early-
morning simulated chemical attack when
clouds of smoke engulfed their Mojave
Desert encampment.

lannone’s point was that Army Guard
aviation has become a vital pant in the
Army” s combat and utility helicopter force
and that he wants to improve the training
and get more, modemn equipment forthose
soldiers.

“We have 51,450 people in Army avia-
tion., Twenty-six thousand of those are on
active duty. The others are in the reserve
components, " expluined lnnnone who has
served as the command sergeant major
for the U.S. Army Avintion Centerat Fort
Rucker since June (997,

“The active duty people could susiain
combal operations daring a major con-
flict for a month,” Imnnone reasoned.
“With the Army Guand and Reserve, we
coiild sustain for ax bong as we need 10"

The Guard is bearing the giant share of
that load thanks o force reorganizations
during the past decade. Tt has nearly hall

Army Guard aviation is undergoing significant upgrades

Formidahle Flying Force

of the Army’s aviation program, inclhsd-
ing 23,000 people and 2,165 helicopters.
The fleet now includes 497 uiility Black
Howks and 128 attack Apaches.

More of those helicopters are coming
mie the inventory 1o replace the aging,
non-deployable, Vietnam-era Hoeys and
Cobrn gunships as part of the Army's
modernization program intended o
complement Chiefl of Staff Gen, Eric
Shinseki's designs for o leaner, more
maobile and more lethal Army.

The modernization effort is intended 10
eventually have four basic helicopters
throughout the system — modernized
Apache-Loaghow attack ships, upgraded
Chineoks for hauling troops and cargo,
Black Hawks, and new reconnaissance-
attsck Commanches - explained Army
Guard Col. George Gluski, the aviation
center’s deputy assistant commandaunt.

Guard officials ase eager to keep their
far-flung Meet up to par, All 50 states, the
District of Columbia, and Puerio Rico
and Virgin Islands have aviation peo-
grams, Army Guard helicopters are de-
played around the world, pointed out Lt
Col. Louis Jordan, chief of Army Guard
aviation operations, They are also pressed
Into action for hurricanes, forest fires and
other state emergencies. The Guard™s as-
scts inchude an aviation brigade based ar
Fort Lewis, Wash,, eight divisions and a
regimental squadron,

It has its own rotary and fixed-wing
training facilities in Pennsylvania, Ari-
zoms, West Virginia and Colorado, whens
avialors leam o My in trescherous moun-
tainous terrain, said Jordan. Full-scale
regional mainienance depols are located
in Connecticut, Mississippi, Missour and
Califormia.

“Guard and Reserve soldiers need 1o
know what active duty soldiers know.”
lannone stressed. “If we train the active
duty soldiers beticr than we train reserve
compenent soldiers, we'd be back 1o the
1980 way of doing business."”

The hundreds of Anny Guard officers
and warrant officers whe leam (o hy at
Fort Rucker and hundreds more enlisied
people who leam air traffic control proce-
dures and how to maintain helicopters at
Rucker and Fort Eustis, Va., every year
have gained new respect among active
Army people.

Furthermore, the Army's efforts 1o
streamline flight training and o beam
training courses to distance leaming cen-
lers across the country are intended o
make it casier for reserve aviution sol-
diers to trafn closer to their homes.

Approximately 1,500 Guard and Re-
serve aviators spend aboa a year eaming
their wings a1 Forl Rucker or return 1o
Alabama to leamn 1o fly different helicop-
ters or o qualify as maintenance or safety
officers every yeur,

Another 235 enlisted people get train
in air traffic control, aviation operations,
and Hoey and Kiowa maintenance, re-
ported members of the Reserve Compo-
nend Lisison Office, About 700 Guard
soldiers trin in 16 aviation specialties
each year at Fort Eustis, the Army”s Trans-
peertation Cegiter,

Upwards of 400 reserviers are af Fori
Rucker at any given time. Many others
return for a few days of refresher tmining
before deploying o such places as Bosnia

for peacekeeping duty.
Fort Rucker is doing all it can 1o keep
the Myers and enlisted people locked and

cocked for contingency operations. MSgt.

Herald O'Daniel is one of the
active Army people who sees 1o
thiat. The 22-vear soldicr is ihe
committee chief for the Air Op-
erations Training Comminee
that writes the lessons and sets
the standards for the control
tower and avistion operntions
training.

He likes Guard soldiers.

“They're a little older than
most aciive duty soldiers.,”
O'Daniel said. “They're very
focused. They know whal they
want here. 1 consider them role
models for the other students. ™

His instructors spent a recent
weekend guiding 10 air traffic
controllers from Indiana throagh
the procedures they would use
while directing aireraft in and
out of Army bases in Bosnia.

Citizen-soldiers from Minne-
sotn and Arkansas have
ened their radar and tower skills
there before going overscas.
Florida people were expected
for a week of ctical air traffic
contnol trdning,

0" Dianiel”s staff has also pul every part
of the aviation operations conrse on com-
puterdisks iobe sentto Army Guard units
throughout the country. The units have
only 1o provide the instructors to follow
the programs.

“We will make the necessary adjust-
ments to help the Guard,” he vosed,

Others have elimbed sboard that band-
Wagon,

"We're marketing ourselves better.
Two different National Guard units have
been coming here every month since Jan-
ery,” said Bruce Miller, operations man-
ager al Fort Rucker’s Aviation Testbed
Collective Training Facility,

There, 20 aviators at a time can famil-
iarize themselves with the terrain, cli-
mate and opposing forces they will en-
counter in such places as Bosnia, Kosove
and Kuwait while getting stick time in
simulators surrounded by computerized
imges,

A sircamlined training program called
Flight School XXT will also play help
Guard pilots train faster,

“The message from the field is elear:
‘Give us avistors that are trained in their
go-to-war gircraft," Jones recently wrole
in Army Aviation,

Student aviators now learn to fly train-
ing he hicopters during their vear st Rucker,
They have to return for six to 12 mone
weeks 1o leamn to fly the Black Hawks,
Chinooks, Kiowa gunships or Apaches in
their units.

Initial truining costs about o million
dollars per pilot. Additional ransitional
training runs another $125,000 opicce,
said Col. Jack Self, the siate avintion
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FLYING FIX -~ A Guard woman
repairs a helicopter component
while training at the Army’s
Aviation school at Fort Rucker,
Ala.

officer for Oklahoma that Mies primarily
Black Hawlks and Chinooks,

“I've sent pibots for my Chineok unit
to Rucker and they get qualified in
Kiowas,” aid Sl “That doesn’t do me
@ bit of good.”

“The FS XXI concept will replace the
gurrent Huey and Kiowa basic combai
skills phase of Initial Entry Rotary Wing
[trining] with immediste tracking into
an sdvanced aircraft,” Jones explained.

“It will reduce the amount of time
siudents spend at Fort Rucker by anaver-
age of six weeks while increasing the
students’ experience and proficiency in
itheir go=to-war akreradft,” he added.

Meanwhile, CSM Edward lannone is
concermed aboul the enlisted troops who

“[ want to see if the soldiers are prop-
erly trained; il what we're tesching them
in the schoolhouse is helping them in the
field,” lnnnone explained. He aléo looked
fior areas that troops are not being trained.

He got an earful. Too few people o
paill security and repair the helicoptens at
the same time and not encugh parts 1o
mainiain the equipment were the most
common complaints, He says be hears
similar concerns from “active”™ soddiers.

“He could decide if this unii should be
training like this on the froni lings or il we
should be raining for our real mainte-
nonee jobs on hard stands in & rear area,”
remarked E Company 15t SgL. Howard
Lowe with Monh Carolina’s 1 30th Avia-
tion Regiment.

Innnone made it clear e understands
the Guard®s unigue challenges.

“This task force comes from seven
different sistes, I3 difficult wo do the job
right with people they've never worked
wilh,” lannone said. “The shortage of
personnel olso hurts them. The full-ime
technicians have 1o train the new people
and do thedr own jobs,™

Reserve mnd active Army soldiers do
have something in common, lannone
noted. “They deal with their challenges,
and they accomplish the mission,”

INSIDE ARMY AVIATION




MARKSMANSHIP

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
MNatiomal Guard Burean

1 6-food-7, Michnel Clites towers
Amn—;ww he talks to, He is

almost as tll sitting down as
most people who stand before him.

However, it is his uncompromising be-
lief in training and competing with mili-
tary rifles, pistols and machine guns - the
individual weapons of war — that makes
him stand out in his crowd.

Clites, 47, is a lieutenant colonel in the
Arkansas Air National Guard. He does
not belicve that today s smart bombs and
cruise missiles designed to deliver death
and destruction from great distances are
the ondy ways to win futune wirs,

Soldiers, airmen and
marines, Clites is con-
vinced, must still know
how to shoot straight
und true on & baitlefeld
should they have 1o sur-

TRAINING

STANDING

CENTER

It started o decade sgo as & series of
informal exchanges involving citizen-
soldiers from the United States, part-time
Territorial troops from the United King-
dom and soldiers from Australia,

Since then, teams from Greece, Swil-
gerland, Mexico and South Africa have
competed in Arkangas, he exploined, Two
teams from the 1.5, Army, tcams from
the Marine Corps and the Army Rescrve
as well as the National Guard's top team
also competed this vear.

“My marching orders five or six years
ago was 1o make AFSAM the best mili-
tary marksmanship maich in the world,”
Clites 1old his international audience dur-
that you put on in your countries have
raised that bar for us.”

“It’s also about mili-
tary people making
friends. If we have
enough cxchanges
pmong different coun-

vive the fog of war,

That is why he is an
icon among the hun-
ireds of people who are
directing and compet-
ing in the Mational
Guard's major snmual
international and na
tional marksmanship
matches recently at
Camp  Joseph T.
Robinson a few miles
north of Litle Rock.

“The training and the
competition we offer
here require the same
skills that troops wouald
rejuire in comibat,” said
Clites who is the ad-
ministrative officer for
the National Guard's
highly regarded Marksmanship Training
Center,

“The contestants have (o performin the
manner that could save their lives on &
battlefield.” he added. “IT their weapon
Jjams in the middle of a batile, they can't
rajse their hand and have someone clse
clear i

More than 300 premier military marks-
men from the United Stales and nine
other countries competed in the 10th an-
mual Armed Forces Skill a1 Arms Meet-
ing (AFSAM) in October. The United
Eingdom sem six teams.

More than T00 troops from 46 states
and territories competed in the anmial
Winston P, Wilson national champion-
ships for Mational Guand shooters lust
month. The first Inler-Service Small Arms
Competition for U5, service and scad-
emy leams will be held o1 the snme time.

Llites, a former Wilson combai pisiol
champion from South Dakota, has been
credited with building AFSAM into one
af the world's foremost military marks-
manship events by Col. Danny Shaort,
Marksmanship Training Center director.

tries, i1 could alleviate
fuiure problems,” ob-
served Clites who
learmed about the dan-
gers of warfare from his
father while growing up
on his family’s farm in
Carthage, 5.0

Dale Clites was badly
wounded while serving
ax & B-26 machine pun-
ner daring Workd 'War
L He flew 63 combat
missions sgainst the

altracts op marksmen,

seven] foreign shoolers

exploined, because the

compelition i3 the

Ioughest in the workd
and the runges are well maintained.

Most important, claimed Clites, s the
emphasis on combal shooting skills and
the chance (o learm (rom soldiers from
other cultures and countries, including
British troops who have served in North-
em freland.

Those are lessons that American mili-
tary people must not forget, insisted Clites.
He is concerned that, expect for the Ma-
rines, murksmanship training for most
active duty troops does not get us much
emphasis as it once did,

The National Guard, he said, has been
blessed with leaders who Believe that
individunl marksmanship training is one
of their fundamental responsibilities.

That, Clites observed, is why the Marks-
manship Training Center, including the
Nutional Guard Sniper School, has thrived
i Arkansm.

That is also how the Air Guard officer
has become a respecied international ad-
vocade for combat training and competi-
ton in small prms thd just moke it pos-
sable for many soldiers 1o survive on a
future battleficld.
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Nimeteen teams from 10 countrics,
307 shooters in all, competed this
year.

“Wou leam o bell of 2 lob gboot
shooting, about yoursell nnd ahour
your compatriots,” said Capt. Peter
Cotrell of the Territorial Army, the
United Kingdom's-equivalent o the
Ay Natioas] Guand.

Cotirell wis a.a.mm,ﬁ hes rifle
leaim's victory i a fwo-part maich that
i= considered the nltinuate teat for the
riflemen. They had finished the firs
ph.nu-:l. including a $00-vard nen-down,
in [ifth place on Friday aficmoon,
They stormed back. for the second
siraight year, o win thit cvent s
following moming. . e

Part two required the eight imembers
of ench team bo ren and crawl through

*“This is where we can see the stan-
dards of top competition. We're alo
interested in weapons technology and
how o copduct trnining. The Nitional
CGiuand has @ good reputniion,” said LL
Col, Weng Loong Chan, manager of &
team from Singapore that senl voung
ahaoters o Arkiinsas for the scoond
ktraight year.

Arkinsas-nppeals fo the shoolers,
many of whom pay their own way o
the: Crearks &very aulumm.

W Hike vour mid-South hotpital-
Ty, wnad Cottrell, “Everyone is al-
witys paking how we're doing and if
we're having o pood day. I0°s very
cormpetifive oot minge, but you feel
part of a whale team,” :

When it came o shooling, (he Ma-

tional Guand's gifle and pistol ieams

claimed 17 top-three finishes -1
mniches.

They were shown up only by the
Al-Gupnd rifle team,

That crowd won eight of the meet's
18 matches, They took all thiee top
plzces in twool the individieal events.
They finished first and second in three
odher matehed. They took 20 of the top
three places im 12 difficrent matches.

Muost have been shooting for a long
tine, Souih Dakota-Army Guoard L
Col. Divid Gray. for example, isa
retined game warden.

Some will oo quit. North Dakota
Army Guard SS5gi. Gary Varberg, 40;
refused o give in to an aching lefi
heel'on the final moming. He wax
demd 1as and Talling farther behind
wheti the feam of sight finlshed the

BATTLE TESTED - Sol-
diars with the All-Guard rifle
team (left) hustie through a:
culvert on Camp Robinson's
confldence course. CWOD4
Hager Hallon (above) had a
match named for him.

the All-Guerd temms have 3 home feld
iidvantage. Bui consbder, thiz, Guard
ubnutmhw:m the top military

ip prize in England, the
Fortuna Traphy, for the past four years
and for five of the past six. They shoot
witll everywherr.

MNowiheére i new trophy up for
grabs in Arkansas where the Guird's'
imernational meet afresdy featires:
matches nomed for famed 'World War
11 Gen. George Patton snd Le. Gen,
John B. Conaway. & former chief of
the Hﬂmﬂﬂuu‘dﬂm {

The new prize honors Kentucky
Amyﬁu-ﬂ CWO4 Hager Hollon,

58, Tor his years of advocating and
hdpiu,g__qq:gnni:tiﬂehuliunnl military

coampeirioms,

Hollon will retire early next yvear, he
expluined; after 32 yezrs a8 a shooter,
eogch and meet direcior,

He joined the Army Reserve i
1963, earmpeied in his first migeh five
yenrs luter, and joined the Kenlucky
Ciuard in 1974, recounted Hollop after
learning the award had been named
for him during the meet's Friday night
awhrds dinner,

“IHigured ﬂﬂrﬂhﬂHwin me
becanse 'miretinng,” Hollon re-
marked. *1 had no idea they'd name &
trogihiy for me. They pulled 2 fist one
om me."”

A rifle mt:hfufpup_l!l it iwighisl
excellenoe will mow bedr Hollon's

a confidence coursa, mn nearly &n- were as hard 1o beal a4 the Southem confidence colrse. nume, This year's winner wis British
other mile 1o 8 range, and fire at 92 charm. Both won the Conumignder-in- 50l gol p o0 his tocs and sprint- Wisrrint Officer Tomas Sands, # mem-
mmgmwhhﬂlmuﬂntm- ' Ehnfmmawwdmdmumm ed fox catch his teamnuites before they ber of the first Royal Navy ieam 10
pauiktion. i tearms of elght shoolers in the service reached the range io cngage their 92 compese in Arkonsas.

'I.'_hu!_riu.:h Army tean finished mniches tErgets apiece. ﬂmmmthhﬂamﬂuﬂm
secand alter losing ome salilier who The All-Guard pistod team, bed by "1 said 'For fhe Goard' and blocked Tmphy will be one more of many
Imnped o’ the confidence. course with Hownii Alr Giard 55gt. Robert Jae- oul the paln,™ Varberg explained Iuter. reasons why ﬂ'ﬂiila;ymmkm from
a-publed miscle. The National Guard {ger, out-shot the scoond-place Marines “H 1"ve god the bulléts, I went to get— ‘amund the weorkd will come 1o Arkan-
team, which won Friday’s event, hy 6] poimis. Overall, the Guard tean there to shoot them.” _mhmﬂhlﬂdﬂﬁﬁ,mﬂhuﬂd i
wognd up third mrnnﬂ won four of |4 scparate matches and Some might argoe that, in Arkanspd, — shool.
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{ SPORTS

mB Morales

wins

IBF Light Heavyweight Title

H{'}HT'

Many say New York Spc.
Jose' Luis Morales is a
champ in and out of the ring

w Chamtable

CHAMP

By LL Col. Paul Fannlng
New Fork NMational Guard

ith a stromg left hook o his

opponent’s temple ai 2 min-

wies and 17 seconds into the
second round, Jose” Luis Rivera-Morales,
a Mew York Army Guard specialist, be-
came the new Imemational Boxing Fed-
eration Light Heavyweight champion.

By scoring that knock out over Montel
“lceman” Goffin tn London, England,
Morales improved his professional record
io 36-0. He said be will now set his sights
on Roy Jones, Ir., holder of five title belis
and considered by many the best pound-
for-pound boxer in the world. Jones's
only defeat was at the hands of Griffin,

Ower the vears Morales has run up an
impressive smatear and professional box-
ing record, He won Golden Gloves tithes
in the greater New York City area and
was also on the U5, Olympic boxing
feam in 1984, In 1997, be won the World
Boxing Organization’s middlzweight tithe
and the World Boxing Congress™s light
heavyweight bel.

However, the Brons-raised fighter, has
also distinguished himself outside the
ring. He balonces his sthietic coreer with
a civilian job, a part-time military avoca-
ton and volunieer work with youth in the
l:llntrh-l.ll'lll

He;ulmd'lhl: New York Army Guard
niné yeirs ago. He currently serves in the
Brona-based 145th Maintenance Com-
pany, Despile his well-mvelled boxing
career, the former infantry soldier has
muintained an excellent atiendance and
duty perfommance record during Guand
drills, He ansferred o the 145th last
vear i follow a renewed interest in be-
coming a mechanic, something he grew
up doing with his father,

When he is not with the Guand he
works as a manager ina Midas Muoiller
shop in New Jersey.

The champ is also a trained respiratary

Photo by LL Col. Paul Fanring
ANOTHER BELT -- New York Gov.

George Pataki (left)

techmician amd used 1o work for & prvae
medical service that served the elderly
and other patients with chronic breathing
cofditions.

Last wear he used his skills to save a

heart attack victim on an adrcraft that he
apd fellow CGuardmembers wene on &8
they retumed from annual tmining o
Germany. When the woman collapsed,
Morales rushed forward as other passen-
gers stood by, Using the aircrafl’s emer-
gency sulomated defibrillator, he stabi-
lized the woman's condition until the
pibot could complete an emergency lnnd-
ing in ;
Last spring, Morales again came o the
aid of people in trouble following a vio-
lent accident on the Suden Island Ex-
pressway. Having witnessed the collision
of & heavily damaged sedan and a sports
utility vehicle, Morales risked his life by
aidling the injured victims from both smok-
ing wrecks.

Al one point, Morales literally lificd
thie SUIV off achild who had boen thrown
from the wehicle and pinped when the
overturned wreck fell on top of him.
Diespite serioss injuries, all of the injured
have or continue 1o recover. The child’s
father, & Department of Defense civilion
employee, remains in conlact with Mo-
rales and refers to him as a *hero,”

Although a boxer, streel fighting is
something Morales doesn’ i condone. For
several years be has worked us o volun-
teerwith the New York City public school

sysiemand the police department.
Hie has used his boxing fame and
bourdless energy 1o deliver anti-
violence and anti-dng messages
10 young people in the Bronx and
Dueens neighborhoosds, He has
participated in special school pro-
grams organized by subslance
abuse counselors and educalors,

The Champ also has led after-
school exercise programs (o help
young people learn how 1o chan-
nel theirenergics, foclingsof fnus-
iration and destructive iendencies
away from violence. drugs and
crime amd toward physical fit-
ness, helping others and staying
in school,

Educatoes, counselors and law
enforcemenl professtonals view
him as a good role model for
young people becauze he is a re-
sponsible poerson, a member of
the commumity and is alsoncham-
pion. Morales recently met with
Mew York City Mayor Rudolph
Ginliani, where e was made a

Joge®  memberof the Mayor”s task force

Luls Morales recently for his ﬂfﬂh In
- and out of the ring.

on drag abiose awareness.

- Morales said he embraces his

Guard involvement, probably

with as much passion as be brings 1o his
ing career and youth efforis.

“Tlove doing this,™ he zaid. T like new
challenges. In the Guard, 1 see a lof and
learn a lot. The training and expen
has helped me in my civilian life.

“I really enjoy spending time with the
others in my unit,” added the Champ,
“We built our own famaly there. Wie oll
know our job, We feel good when we
complele 4 mission logether.”

Although he is new 1o his mainlenance
unit, Morales has completed the neces-
sary training this vear (o cam his mechan-
ics specially. Despite the inherent hand
injiries associated withmainienance work
= a sk that could impact his boxing
career and potentind million dollar pay-
days — Morales said that he is eager 1o
help fellow Guardmembers tackle some
of the tougher mainienance jobs.

“1 don't hold back,” he inzisted, “The
guys know | am there for them and we all
have o work together. That's important
o "

Muorales sees the Guard as an answer
fior young people [cing problems.

“I see many kids who are lost. 1 soe
oilhers who hove jobs that are going no
where,” he observed. 1 t2ll them they
should join the Guard like 1 did.

“Liell them if they jointhey can get help
1o go to school,” he added. “[ really think
the Guard can be a solution 1o their per-
sonal problems indife. They need achance,
1 think the Guard can give that to them.™

1
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Cabanas 2000 in Argentina gave a group of
Texas citizen-soldiers a unique experience

Keeping the Peace

By Li. Edic Rosenthal

Special Operations Commd

In the serene pastures of a small town outside the city
of Cordoba, in the central part of Argentina, a bitter

civil war was escalating. People were hungry and a feeling

of unrest permeated the town. In response, the United

Nations sent in peacekeeping roops (o help restore order.

Such wasthe challenge placed
apon the participants of Cabanns
2000, a multi-national peace-
keeping exercise held recently.
More than 1,000 civilians and
military personnel from the Ar-
gentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecua-
dor, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay
and the United States partici-

pated.

Thirty of the 300 LS. mili-
tary troops whio deployed to the
South American country tohone
their peacckecping skills were
from the Texas Army Guard.

“What makes this exercise so
special is the exchange of dio-
logue and ability to talk about
experiences,” sald Maj. Gen.
Alfred A. Valenzuela, U.S.
Army-South commanding gen-
eral. “In"s ihe interchange of tac-
tics, techniques and procedures,

It is those experiences thal
will be important in the futune

for the excrcise participants.

During the two-week exercise,
participants had 10 act and react
o a multitude of scenarios in
which military and civilian role
players, in mock villages similas
to a Hollywood movie set, acted
as angry mobs, flecing refugees
and potential guerillas creating
civil wiresi.

Trainers and advisors from
both civilian ond military orgi-
nizations were brought in 1o en-
sure the excrcise embraced real-
151,

For Texas Army Guard Sgi.
¥ smacl Paczr, that realism meant
working as a platoon leader and
radio telephone operator with
soldiers from Paraguay and Ec-
usdor.

“We don"1 gel many oppond-
nities o get out and work with
other counties,” said Pacz. “1
learncd a bot, especially from the

other countries.

“1f | wene asked 1o participate
in o peacekeeping operation,”
he added, “T would be beiter

According o Mavy Capl,
Stephen Jones, whe functioned
as the exercise’s deputy com-
mander, Texas Guardmembers
pnd U5, Army reservisis were
asked (o fill key positions dus-
ing the exercise.

“If 1 had 1o rely only on the
active duty force, 1 would have
trouble finding people with this
type of expertise,” said Jones.

The last four days of the exer-
cise snw the participant’s peace-
kecping skills tested around-the-
clock.

Some of the scenaricos in-
cluded: UM, soldiers providing

ey e

mmduwwm

CAPABLE at‘CABANAS' - Citizen-soldiers (top photo)
with the Texas Army Mational Guard, practicing their
skills at identitylng minefields, march along a road. A
mmmmﬂ-mmwﬂulﬂnmhttmmﬂﬂmﬁm
of two clvilians prior to their entry into the United Nations

compound during Cabanas 2000, a peacekeaping exercise
in Cordoba, Argentina, with military personnel from seven
other countries. A contingent of 30 Lone Star State Guard
members participated in the exercise.

security assistance to a village
when o not erupled over the dis-
iribation of food: a minefield
explosion that requiring medi-
cal attention for an injured civil-
ian; and an exchange of prison-

TS,

55g1. Eberurdo Zamura, the
platoon sergeant for the 30-s0l-
dier Lone Star State Armiy Guard
contingenl, said the Cabanas
2000 exercise gave him o differ-

ent perspective on peacckeep-
i MAKSIOnS.

“1 uged o waich ielevision
and see the UN troops, and |
didn't know what they were go-
ing through.” explained Zamura.
*“1f my company or battalion gets
called up for a poocekeeping
miszion, this training has given
us the skills to train the rest of
our battalion and to fulfill the
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Virginia Army Guard 2nd Lt
John Hinkle racently received
& direct commission

The Air Guard's best finance office
rezides in Mantgomery, Ala

Capl Greg Fritz (2nd from left)
and 1st Sgl. Richard Lindley took
home the award for the Guard's
best anginear wnit.




BUSY HANDS - A 165th
master sergeant (right)
checks a Peruvian boy's
throat. A 165th doctor
(below) looks into a young
girl's ear for infection. A
Peruvian woman [center
phoio) has her heart
checked. Madical profes-
slonals with the 165th
Alrlift Wing's medical
sguadron treated more
than 6500 Peruvians in

nine days.

TEACHING TEETH - Peruvians weare
treated to a lesson In flossing.

—

Fholoa courtesy of the Geangla Modional Guand

Georgia medics endure austere Peru to
deliver much needed care for 6,500 people

By Capt. David C. Simons
Greargla Mattonal Guard

small ¢ity nestled in the heart of the Andes Moun-

tains, Avacucho, Peru, is rural, desolate and ob-
scure. While only 150 miles from the cosmopolitan
capital of Lima, itis a full day’s drive over a one-lane road
that weaves through the mountains. The airport, without
runway lights and other navigational aids, can only handle
dayhight landings. It 15 barely a dot on a map.

That didn't deter nearly 40
doctors, nurses, méedical techni-
cinns and supply specialists from
the CGeorgin Air Guard 165th
Airdift Wing's Medical Squud-
ro who made their way to the
simeall cily on amissionol mercy.

Flown by the aircrews from
Savannah's | 58th Adrhift Squad-
ron, the medical professionals
flew on two of the wnit's C-
[30H"s 10 Pera.

The first day of actual medi-
cal assistance ook the anit in an
armied convoy up into the Andes
Mountains, Thesmull town they
visited was Houamanguoilla,
nestled on dint rosds S0 milles
from hvme base.

Setting up the clinic in
“Colegio Educative 38270 San
Antanin” -~ the town's schonl —
the unit established a protocol
sysiemto work with the expecied
influx of patients. Those seek-
ing asistance would gothrough

un imatial sereening and then re-
ceive training on the use of soap,
toothbroshes, purifving water
and other general hygicne prac-
tices, Then patients would be
alborwed o visil one of the fol-
lowing facilities: demal, phys-
clan, optometrists, gynccologi-
cil, or general health.

The oplomeiry clinic came
eqiipped with 5000 pairs of
glasses, a donation by “Project
Cyvclops.” o program sdminis-
tered by the Wisconsin Air
Ciuard. The Mayor of Huaman-
gullls reporied that once his
people’s eve sight stars o go,
they can no longer function inan
employable status. The gift of
plasses, he said, will give many
of his people a chance o relwrn
10 work.

With medical sites estab-
lished, the clinie was prepared
b see thedr first patients.

Lining up outside the walls of

Wission of Meney

the school, mone than 500 Peru-
vians sought medical treatment
on the 165"s first day there,

The dental gite was the bed-
gst, az men, women, boys and
girks, all lined wp for an exam.
Teeth were pulled and tooth-
brushes were provided along
with several comforfing hugs for
erying children.

Warnen god pelvic exams from
ihe clinic's nurse prociitioners,
while the sguadron’s thiree phiy-
sicinns gaw (0 the mone serious
proshlems, such as broken bones,
“third world™ type diseases and
infected wounds, Many children,
noted o 165th dector, suffered
from respimiory infections. It
wits 30l uncosnmion, he added,
o entine familics 1o be infecied
with parmsiles.

A pharmacy was established
1o dispense vanous drogs io the
patients, The drugs were pro-
vided by verious mtional dreg
compinies, Ia addition, the ni-
tional companies provided gen-
eral health pamphlets translased
into Spanizh.

One of the most difficuli jobs,
noted many of the Georgia med-
ics, was for (e translators who
spent much of their time in con-
stinl movemenl sicmpling o
break down the lnnguage barrier
arel guide the care givers: Even
the 1eam’s members who wene
fuent in Spanish had difficulty
translaling Huamanguilln®s
unique dialect.

Afier mine days, the Georgian
care givers. provided much
needed medical treatment for
moge than 6,500 Peruvians al

ithree separate sites.
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ECommand Ehnnga

™ Prutecting Peace

Muore than 150 airmen from the
I77th Fighter Wing, based af the
Atlantic City International Adrport
began an Asrospace Expeditionary
Force { AEF) deployment to Saudi
Arabia in support of Operation
Southern Waich,

The contingent left Nov. 4 and
will return around Dec, 15,

Southern Watch enforces the
Uniicd Mations Security Council
sputhern no-fly zone over Trag,
The U.5. nir component of opera-
tion Southern Watch is comgaized
of active-duty, Air National Guard,
and Air Force Reswerve aircrafl and
personne] under the operational
command of Joint Task Force —
Southwesl Asia.

Since Decemnber 1998, there
have been more than 700 incudents
of Iraqi surface-to-air missile fir-
ings, nnti-aircraft artillery firings
and Irnigi aircraft violations of the
southern no-fly sone.

Nav allied aircraft have been shot
down and no American soldiers or
airmen have been wounded or
killed while enforcing the no-Tly
FODE.

Ower the past year, the 17Tih
Fighter Wing has deployed mone
than 30 people o provide expeds-
tionary combat sappon for Opera-
tions Northemn and Southemn
Watch. Northern Waich is based in
Turkey and enforces the United
Nations Security Council nonhemn
na-fly mone over lmg.

For the first time in history, an
active duty Army officer took
command of o Green Mountain
State Army Guard battalion,

Lt Cal. Michael 5. Chesney
officially took command of the
state’s 15t Bantalion, 172nd Armor
during a recent a change of com-
rand

The chanpe is pan of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Battalion Com-
mand Exchonge Progrum,

*“The exchange is more than just
o physical exchange between
people, it°s an exchange of expeni-
ence and backgrounds that poes
bath ways,” said Chesney.

Last January, Yermont Army
CGiunnd Li. Col. Emest Andino took
command of an sctive Armiy bal-
falion ai Fort Lewis, Wash,

More than 100 family members
mdl’rlml:uhﬁdnnmu
Mov, 4 night at Hapscom Air
Force Base to welcome home the
men and women of the
Gunrd's 65th Press Coamp Head-
queariers, after o six-month mission
Tox Bosnia,

The 20 unit members from
Massachuserts, Rhode Island and
Connecticut reported io the region
in April, and have played o vital
role in the success of Dpertion
Joint Forge.

Tucked im the pocket of Sgt. Brian Fielder's
uniform is a dictionary of the Hungarian language.
Eept in a plastic sleeve of Sgi. Caner Thomas's
wallel are pictures of his wife and three sons.

Equipped with tools 1o help them get by and
mementos of the Hves they leave behind, the Army
Gruard's 119h Military Police Company recently
flewto the Balkans for a seven-month peacekecping
mission,

The deployvment, the first ever overseas peacetimes
mission for the state’s Army Guard, will send the
136 members of the police company o a base camp
in Hungary near the border of Croatia and Yugosla-
via,

Their mission will see them keeping law and
order among some of the 3,900 U5, soldiers as-
signed 1o the region and escorting convoys through
Croatia and ino Bosnia,

RHODE ISLAND

The threats that await the Guand troops range
froim political exiremisis who have been blamed fos
a handful of sniper attacks on U.S. troops io land
mines that dot the Bosnian countryside.

For Fielder, thve mission has him searching for
new Hungarian words and wondering what the
forcign terrain will bring.

“Ohver the years, it's improved,” he said, refermng
to reports e has heard from retuming troops. He's
less enthusiastic about the cold of a Balkan winler,

“It"s like Maine,” he said.

The troops were bid o sofe journey ol a ceremony
st Camp Vamum, & military iraiming camgp that
commands a sweeping view of Narraganseil Bay,
State Adjetant Gen. Reginald A. Centracchio and
Rep. Robent Weygand both spoke, commending the
troops for their sacrifice and sdmonishing them o
sty safe.

Some 150,000 U5, troops have served in Bosnia
in the five years since the signing of the Dayton
Peace Accord brought a fragile cease-fire 1o the
region’s ethnic conflict. Nearly a quaner of those
troops have come from the Guand and Reserve,

The deployment will be the second overseas trip
with the Guard for Thomas, 39, an investigator
with the Massachusetts Department of Comrections.
He served in the military police company when it
was deployed to the Persian Gulf war in 1991,

Whai"s easier this tme, he said, is thal be knows
when the mission will end, on March 240,

“That makes g big difference,” he snid.

Centracchio promised to see the soldiers ol
Christmas, when he will lead a delegation of Rhode
Islanders to visil the soldiers,

“Above all, be safe,” he said."We peed you to
oome home.”
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HISTORY

m Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

Millions of people, to include members ~ NCOs and eaised salidiers in the regu-
of the Guard, are expected o observe  Withmere ihana dazh afitederm fae
the Lewis and Clark commemaration privale groups to commemogute the Bl-

racing the =52050

ghould participate, Historically. thougl
a tenuous connection, both Capl.
Meriwether Lewis and Capl. (actually 5
lieutenant during the expedition) Will-
jam Clark had served in the militi.
In 1792, William Clark joined the
Virginia militia. He became a regular when he fought in

lar army. The U8, Army will participate
cies and hundreds of siate. Jocal and
centennial of the most popular, well-

documented and influential Army cx-
ploration during the westward expan-

tremely important to the National Guard.
There are three reasons why the Guard

thve Batile of Fallen Timbers. Later, he commanded arifle
company that included a young “Ensign” Lewis. Clark

will be drawn to a dynamic grassrools  expedition.

B ctween 2003 and 2006 literally millions of people  was serving in the Kentucky militia prior to joining the

phenomenon, a historical comMmEemon-
tion af one of the most adventurus and amaring
events in American history: The Lewis and Clark
Expedition from 1803- 1806,

Ever since the “Corps of Volunteers for North
West Discovery™ returned from their trek, it has
evoked national pride and a strong attraction for
mast Americans. With the Bicemennial com-
memorations less than three years away, there
has been a ground swell — especially out west
== iaf imferest,

Even states, cities, and communities “off the
trail” have begun planning and ofganizimg c0m-
memorations to capture the national spirit of the
expedition. There arc well over 300 scparate web
sites devoted o Lewis and Clark. The first print-
ing of Stephen Ambrose's national best seller,
Undaunted Cowrage, a biography of Meriwether
Lewis, has now sold over two million copies.

Regarded Filmmaker Ken Bumn's 1997 docu-
mentary about the Corps of Discovery was the
second most popular historical film ever (after
his extremely popular Civil Warseries). The new
Sacagawea dollar coin also has surpassed all
expectations for any American coin.

Federal government officials estimate visita-
tion abong the National Lewis and Clark Hentage
Trail will at Jeast doable or more during the
commemaorative years, with several million visi-
tors expocted each year. Non-government stud-
ies estimate visitors to the trail at more than 10
million annually. Lewis and Clork, those tough
frontier explorers we all learned about in Tth
grade American history, will come to life even
mose during the next few years.

At the heart of the story of Lewis and Clark 15
the little known mystery that the Corps of Dis-

Wiiilam Clark Merlwether Lewls

¢ The Corps of Discovery was a mili-
tary expedition commanded by two
extraordinary, but decidedly differ-
ent, officers. Most of the members of

the expedition, except for a few, were

NCOs and enlisted soldiers %

covery wis a military expedition commanded by pwo Clark went on to serve in the territorinl militia and then
extraordinary, but decidedly different, officers. Mostof  Missouri militia for nearly 30 years as brigmtier general.
the members of the expedition, except for a few, were Lewis also joined the Virginia militia in 1794 duning the

Whiskey Rebellion, and a year later
took a commission in the regular army.
Some of the men served in state militia
al various times during their lives.

Since the Corps of Discovery was an
Army unit, the sécond reason is para-
maount. This is the importance of repee-
senting the militmry aspects o the Ameri-
can people in Jocal and national com-
memorative events. The National Guard
i% the perfect entity 1o provide the mili-
tary presence along the historical route.
All ope has to do is ook at a map and
follow the course they followed, 1o real-
ize that there is only one active duty
insiallation along the entire route: Forl
Leavenworth, Kan.

If the Army leaders amd event orga-
pizers wanl a military presence along
the trail, then the Army Motional Guard and the
Army Reserve can be visible symbols. The Guard
is even more favorably positioned because of its
state relationship and boundary divisions that are
easy references for ofganizing and conducting

Events.

The Lewis and Clark drama is also a powerful
tool for National Guard recrulting and public
relations for local and national visitors.

The last reason the expedition, though regular
army, is relevant to the Guard is becase it was
conducted as o non-combat mission, which
throughout American history has been the traahi-
thonal role of the state militia and the National
Guard. They trained their men for all eventuali-
ties, including fighting hestile Indian tribes, but
the primary purpose of the expedition was cx-
ploring and searching for a witer roaic to the
Pacific Dcean.

They also had sclentific, trade, map-mnaking,
diplomatic, and commercial missions and inleT-
est during the two-and-n-half year wek. Today's
Mational Guard is a scasoned veteran of non-
combal missions, as well as its primary roke to
wage war as the premicr reserve componcnt.

As the military was the dght tool for the
expedition, the National Guard should play a role
during the upcoming commemaration.

As the bicentennial deaws closer, many ideas
and projects will surface to honor this great
military expedition that did much to open the
American WesL. Tdeas in the private and local
sectors range from “Discovery” groups reenact-
ing the entire route, complete with keel boats and
period equipment, parsdes, festivals and nationasl
CEMEmERICE.

As for the Armyy, component and major com-
mund planners are considering everything from
a cross-country relay run following the route, (o
a “modem-day”™ Corps of Discovery of soldiers
in cumrent boats, vehicles and equipment, “re-
tracing” the route as recruiting and public rela-

tions vehicles,

The National Guard, as one might expect. will be
involved i many events akong the roate.
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Eager to leave the Gulf War behind them,
Georgia’'s 48th Infantry Brigade eyes Bosnia

Ready for Redemption

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
iWertiomal (Rinered Bureaa

he Persian Gall War was

it e oof (e 48 th Infan-

try Brigade's finest
howirs, Ten years luier, the Geor-
gin Army MNational Gueard ouwtfin
is izking full advantage of an-
other chance to play o critical
rolis 30 the total force Anmy.

The brigade command seall
hiss already mosed fromits heasd-
quarters in Macon 1o Forl
Stewan, Ga., near Savannah, to
prepare 1,200 of its citizen-sol-
dizrs for pencekecping duty in
Bosnia beginning next April,
That will be the largest group
from. any single Army Guard
unit 1o serve in Bosnia,

Brig. Gen. Robley Rigdon,
the brigades commander, will
bevome the assistant comimancder
for the Amencan secior under
Muj. Gen. Walter Sharp, com-
manderof the active Army's 3nd
Infantry Division,

Col. Tommy Stewari, the
48th"s deputy commander, will
lend the bwo security task forces
of Army and Guard ground sol-
diers responsible for keeping the
peace.

“We made it clear we didn’t
want 1o be fillers. We wanied o
be part of the mission,” Stewan
explained.

“The lact the 45th is going is a
far cry from the brigade's situa-

BOSHIA BOUND - Geor-
gla Army Guard Pvt.
Jonathan Honey (left)
peers around a bullding.
An Abrams crew (top)
hunts forthe enemy during
tralning at Fort Stewart, Ga.

tion during Desent Stommin 1901,
atewart recently reflected. The
brigade cooled its heels at Fort
Irwin, Calif., while officials de-
bated whether it was ready for
cormbut duty in the Persian Gulf.
The 100-hour ground war
agamss the Irnogs iy was fough
and won before that debate was
resalved.,

“We zaid we needed 90 days
to fully prepare for war. The
Army kept telling ws we'ne nod
ready,” explained Stewart of
what is still a sore subject within
the Army Guard community,

Much has changed since then,
Stewart explained. The Army
has paid considerahly more al-
tention 1o the Mational Guard
anad Army Reserve as the size of
the active force has declined.

“The nation needs o total
force, not three scparate forces,”
he said, “The Army simply can’t
function without one of them
any longer.”

That means training ihe troops
efore they are needed.

“The advent of training sup-
port brigades has helped us
achieve more of a batile focos.
We're training with more effi-
ciency,” Stewart explained.
“Now we have the Army's
brightest and best teaching,
coaching and mentoring the re-
serve forces. It is a good rela-
tionship now as opposed 10 be-
fore.”

Stewnrt is confident the Geor-
gl brigade is primed Lo prove
isell in Bosnin, which it could
ool do in the Persian Gulf,

“We are going there with a
purpose,” e said, *“This brigade
cin help validate the imporiance
of the reserve components.”
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