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Army Guard will eclipse
10,000 mark in Bosnia

By MSgt. Bab Haskell

Menonn! Cuard Bureau

he flash and roar from Abrams
tanks puncturing the quist of the

estem Creorgia might kept Lt. Col.
Curtis Torrence on his toes.

It weas late imto August’s final Toesday
on the Bed Cloud Range at Fort Stewan
south of Savannah, The active Anmy ar-
mor officer was paving close atleation 1o
how well 74 of his North Coroling Army
Mational Guard tankers were prepaned
far their Seplember deployment to Bosnia

Two months afler taking command of
the 30th Enhanced Sclrumdn' J:l-r:Euﬂ-e:':-.
armor hattalion, Torrencs was

stmnad wihat these people give up tobe part
of the Cuard,” added Tormence of e

citien-soldiers whotrimed for six strighi
weeks through Labor Dy with just one
weekend off. “Lintil vou get invalved on
a day-to-day basis, it"s hard to put it into
conlext.”

The troop total will hit 11,404, accord-
ing to an Army Guard officinl in Arding-
ton, Vi, when the Stabilization Force
begins its 10th rotation nexi Oct. | witha
recond 2,461 Guand soldiers serving o six-
month tour, That's when the Virginia
Armyy Giord™s 2%9th Infantry Daviseon
takes command of the ULS. sectaor,

“Ten thouwsand citizen-soldiers s a s

witnessing first-hand the dawn
of yet another pew day in the
Aoy Guiard” s commitment Lo
helping keep the peace in that
central Européan land and to
supporting the woatal force
ATy,

These wene among the Tirst
Guard ground soldiers train-
ing to use weapons of war in
the American secior shiould the
peacekeeping mission furm
ugly sometime between Octo-

Phcsos by 5Sgt. Bob Jardan

berand the end of pext March.  BOSNIA BOUND - MNorth Carolina Army

More significamt, based on  Guard 15t Sgt. William Spencer (above) talks
currenl plans, next year the  totroops priorto boarding a plane to Bosnia.
Army Guard will surpass  Sgt. Lindsey Black (rlght) ls hugged by his
10.00020ddiers whohavesewn  four-year-old son Cameron before deploying
American flags on their right.  for slx montha.

sleeves and Befi Farmilies and
civilian pobs for a scason of pepcckecping
duty in Bosnia,

“Thise are troe patriols,” morvebed the
agrecable Tomence, a West Point gradu-
ate and 15-year Army veteran who has
Jjoined the lengthenmg line of active duty
officers leading Mational Guard troops

*The nation 45 a whole doesn’t under-

nificant contribvution to our Army and o
the people in Bosnin who have Eived in
relative peace since the elhnic hghting
ended in November 1995, observed Maj.
Cien. Roger Schaltz, director of the Army
National Guard, *It suppons our conten-

B See 10,000 SERVED, page 5
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The (i Gaeard amd cerfooniss Lyle
Farquhar owe no apology 1o the two
recruiters were wene offended by the
July “Guard Toon™ that depicted a
recruiter attempling 1o enlisi o seal into
the Navy S EALS.

Those recruiters apparently suffer
from the afflictions of humor impair-
ment and an exaggerated sense of self-
imponance. The point of the canoon
was a play on wonds between the
aquatic animal and the Navy's special
force -- readily apparent (o anyone with
the ability to recognize humor.

Contrary 1o popular consensus
among their brethren, they do not de-
serve o be deilied because of their
positions. Recrublers work hard and are
jusily compensated for it (in the form of
pro-pay). That doesn 't entitle them (o
be treated with kid gloves. Their public
image was garned, nob forced upon

ks to work 10 change that image. In the
mean time, lighten up.
TSgl Brent Knuisan
Idaho National Guard

¥ would like to ask the recruifers
who were offended by your July “Seal”
cartoon o Hghten up. 1'm sure the car-
toon in question was meant 1o be funny,
not offensive, 1t was funny.

1 believe the vast majority of recruit-
ers work very hard at their jobs and can

SEALSof Approval

My advice (0 the offended recruiters

see the humor in that carioon. My gucss

is that every cartoon you publish could

I enjoy Lyle Farquhar's humor. Keep
—up-the gaagwork. . _

F=—" Michael Meixner

Wiscomsim Manional Gieard

1 have been a recruifer for the Army
Wational Guard for about a year, and |
feel compelled to come 1o your defense,
and 1o the defense of open-minded
recruiters, reganding the letiers from the
pwo recruiters who were offended by
July's “S.E.ALS." Guardioon.,

Any recruiter, who has a good work-
ing relationship with their unit, knows
that their fellow soldiers are aware of
what our work demands, and respect us
as professionals, [ apologize for the
humsorless response you received, and
encourage you fo drive-on.

As for those 1wo recruiters whi re-
sponded unfavorably o the caroon,
just remember: “Thick-skinned and
open-minded.”

Sgt. Seth J. Bordelon
Loidatana National Criard

some people are. | am talking about the
two complaints from recruiters regard-
ing the seal/S E A LS. cartoon. The
cartoon was cube. 1t was drawn o enter-
tain and it served that purposc.,
Recruiters have traditionally been the
butt of jokes in the military, most much
worse than that cardoon. Those recrun-
ers need to lighten up. The quality of
recruits is quite high. Our recruilers aro
doing & fine job for us and shoukd be
proud of it. Some folks tend 1o take

-

everything seriously.
Laugh a lintle, it doesn"t hurt. Honest.
CSM John Hurley
California National Guard

I am uiterly amazed that fwe recruif-
ers actually complained about that
inmocuous “5.E A LS cartoon,

Humor is funniest when it is directed
at oneself, and 1 found it quite amusing.
No one actually thinks that a National
Gueard recruiter would or could put a
seal in the Navy! Lighten up guys.

We're still laughing in Louisiana.

5%gt. Joseph M. Srofe
Foutsiana National Guard

I ami writing regarding the humar-
less recruiters offended by (he “5eal”
cartoon, It was just a carioon, a light-
hearted attempt oi levity. Lighten up.

I have great respect for reonuibers,
however, some scem o be aking them-
selves very seriously,

Although the Navy would never
consider serving with those aquatic
mammals, the ones we've hired to help
us lnunch planes are doing just fine.

SSgt. Bill Kaltenbach

wow oE R W

Lemers PoLiCy:

‘Latters 1o the Editor” ane subject
to editing for space and style con-
siderations

FAX your latters to DSN 327-
3686 or (70:3) 607-3686

e-mail address is:

malthanerj@ngb.ang.af.mil

By Lyle Farguhar

" was told that | couldn't be discharged until | found a replacement.”
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i IN THE NEWS

m Army Alliance m Command Clarification = Prairie State Patrol

Guard combat units align with Army

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nutiomal Criard Burean

hr;ﬁnnfsmukiugsddiuﬂhhmiﬂtlhilitynl

I the Army Mational Guard's front-line combal

units 8o take their place in the total force on
Sceptember’s second Thursday in Atlantic City, NJ.

Allofthe Army Guard's cight combat divisions and it
15 enhanced separate bri-
gades have been aligned
with the Army’s four war-
fighting corps, reported
Gen. Eric Shinsekl, Army
chiel of siaff.

“It’s aboul readipess,”
Shinseki told some 3,000
officers and defense indus-
try representatives ab the
Mational Guand Associs-
tion of the United States”
annual conference.

Ii's also abowl credibil-
iy, stressed Maj. Gen.
Roger Schuliz whio has de-
voted his two years gs di-
rector of the Army Mational Guard to fostering closer
ties with the active Army. :

“Having our combat divigions and our enhanced bri-
gades aligned with the Army’s four corps gives us the
credihility we have been striving to achieve for the past
10 years, since so many of our citizen-soldiers ook part
in Desert Shield and Desen Storm,” he said.

“We are gratified that the Army’s chief of stafl has
expressed this level of confidence in our Guard soldiens

" Having our combat divisions

and our enhanced brigades
aligned with the Army’'s four

corps gives us credibility »

_ na.part of his yisiont oome-thi

portunity,” added Schultz 10 years afiermassive Desent
EMH mobilizations helped allied forces drive the Iragi
army out of Kuwait during the Persian Gulf War.

The Atlantic City announcement is an extension of a
policy the Army :nﬁmdhn}ww@:nﬁx Army
Cuard enhanced brigades became the primary combat
forces for two integrated Army divitions that were reac-
tivated a1 Fort Carson,
Colo,., and at Forr Riley,
Kan

Guard infantry brigades
basedin Arkansas, Oregon
and Cilahoma will remain
with the Tih Infantry Divi-
sion at Forl Carson in the
new asdignments an-
noimced by Shinseki, That
division is part of the
Army's 111 Corps based at
Fort Hood, Texas.

The Guard's brigades in
Morth Caroling, Georgia
and South Caroling will re-
main with the Army's 24th
Infantry Division, at Fort Riley, that falls under the XV
Airbome Corps hased a1 Fort Bragg. N.C.

The Tth Infantry Division will be reinforced with the
Mississippi Guard's 155th Armored Brigade. The 24th
Division will roughly double in size with the addition of
Guard brigades in New York, Florida and Indiann.

Shinseki also indicated that 122 Black Hawk wility

B See COMBAT UNITS, page 4

Chain of Command issues clarified for deployed airmen

By Maj Ellen G. Krenke
Natiomal Caard Beresi

ben you deploy in Tithe

10 siztus, do you know

whao your commander is?
Whint about your first sergeant?

If you are an Air National Guard
{ANG) member deployedin Tile 10
status, your orders will assign you to
the 201t Mission Support Squad-
ron al the ANG Readiness Center at
Andrews AFB, Md., and sttach you
to your duty location,

Since you are assigned o the ANG
Readiness Center, vour commander
will be Brig, Gen. Craig McKinkey,

for deploving citizen-airmen 1o know
their chainof commuand, particalarly
if they have an administrtive or
disciplinary problem.

“You should expect 1o remain in
country for punishment if your ac-
tions adversely affect good orderand
discipline or have an adverse impact
on the theotre commander’s ability
to prosecwle the mission in that com-
mund,” he said,

Since the first quarter of this cal-
endar year, three ANG enlisted mem-
bers have received an Articke 15 with
punishments ranging from a reduc-
tion in rank to confinement, accond-
ing to 201st MSS fgures,

wheo is also the Air Guard's Deputy

A manun] on administrtive con-

Director. The vice commander is 1st Sgt. Chris Coyne (left) trol isswes will be published and sent
Col. James E. Thompson, and your and Col. James Thompson. o wing commanders and adjutanis

first sergeant is SMS gt Charis Coyne.

general for review before being dis-

“The implementationof the Aero-  tive duly,” Thompson said. “It is  tributed l:u'lhclfn:H.
space Expeditionary Force has dra-  important they know who (o urm 1o Until then, if you have any ques-

matically increased the number of  for help.”

tions call Thompson or Coyne at

ANCG members that we have on ac- Thompson saiditisalsoimportant  DSN 278-8001 or (301) 836-8001.

NATIONAL BRIEFS
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helicopters and 68 Apache oi-
isck helicoplers will be truns-
ferred from the active Army 1o
the Army Guard in 2002 to re-
place older, Victnam-era heli-
coplers.

Allofthe Army Guand's cight
divisions, however, will benefit
mosl from the new corps as-
signments becanse they have
nod been incorporated in Army
training and war-fighting plans
fior many years.

The Kansas-based 35th In-
fantry  Drivision, for example,
will become part of the Army's
¥ Corps based in Germany, the
only one of the four corps out-
side of the Unifed States.

“This diviston has suffered
fior a long time fromn being at the
battam in terms of training dol-
lars,” Maj, Mark Stevens, with
the 35th Division's headquar-
ters i Fort Leavenworth, Kan.,
inld the Assnciated Press, “This
can't do anylhing buat increase
e focus formodemixation and
training dollars. They are going
o have 10 give us modem ne-
sources.”

“This will give us the oppér-
tunity to do the military things
that help toward recruiting,” pre-
dicted SGM Gary (lson.

The XVIIl Airborne Corps
gets most of the Army Guord
combat units including three in-
fantry divisions — the 28th in
Pennsylvania, the 2%ih in Yir-
ginia and the 42nd in New York.

The Il Corps will also be
reinforced with ihree Guard di-
visions = the 34th and 38th in-
fantry divisions in Minnesota
and Indiana and the 4%h Ar-
st [DHvigion in Texos,

TheCalifomnin Army Guard's
4ikh Infamtry Division will be
astigned io] Corps ot For Lewis
and will be teamed with the
Army’s 2nd Infuntry Division
hased in South Korea,

“] am convinced our Army
Claard soldiers will rise 1o (he
challenges of their new assign-
menis with active Army units,”
Schuliz predicied. “Just as the
citizen-soldicrs from the 29th
Division rose o the challenges
al Cmaha Beach on D-Dhay, June
6, 1944, this same magnificent
divisionis preparing for deploy-
mien to Bosnia in 2001,"

Bl oveuw

Suicide rate concerns Guard leaders

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
National Cwerd Bureai

merica has [k a new contract
with the National Guord, but this
nation"s oldest military fomily
has to work hasder o lake care of its own.

Suicides and workplace violence are
concerns that demand immediate peltion.

Twoof(higconntne’ s (neemost mepre
force lenders delivered those messages o
an arena of advocates for the National
Guard's more than 400,000 enlisted
peopbe atiending their organization's 29th
annisal confensnee in Morth Dakota’s cagi-
tal city of Bismarck in late August.

A merica has & new comtract with the
micmbers of its Guand and Reserve,”
Charles Cragin, the Defense
Department’s acting undersecretary
for reserve affnirs, told approxi-
mately 1.000 members of the En-

Army Guard soldicrs is 4.5 times the
national average of 10per 100,000 peaple,
said Davis who has been tracking sui-
cides among National Guard people for
three years. Suicides among the Air
Guard's full-time force are nearly 2.5
times the pational avernge, he added,
“We've gol a relotively small force,
our full-time foree, oar Active Guard and

—_Reserve people and our military techni-

clans, and vo are HOUTH ung very well by
them." Davis observed.

Increasingly detniled reports from the
Cuard's 54 states and territories further
indicate the magnitude of the problem,
according to Chaplain (Col. ) Donald Hill,
the Army Guard's chief chaplain. Eleven

# The loss of one human life is

The demonds of duty at home and
abroad now shouldered by America’sciti-
#en-soldiers and nirmen have made the
Guard considerably busier than it was
Jjust a decade ago, Davis pointed out.

“This is a different Guard than the
Guard [ joined [in 196517 said Davis
before listing 23 countries around the
world where Army and Air Guard troops
and other reservists were serving in the
pame of national security that week.

“Toaday, 1.500-plus Guard people ane
out fighting wildfires and performing
other state misstons,” he added. *These
are very, very basy timcs for us.”

Aupust marked the 10th anniversary of
the start of Desert Shicld that included a

large reserve call-up, including Na-
tional Guard troops from 51 stotes
and territories.

Since then, the operntional tempo
has increased af the same time that

listed Association of the Nationsl  t00 much. I would say 21 (sui- pcr:‘-n_mtl_l;umb:ﬁ have declined,

Giuard of the United Stajes. Cmd%u;mﬁ%w]“n i
The fact that members of the seven . A ES AR v

reserve components have increased ﬂl[lEE:l 1sa Elglﬂﬁmt iﬂﬂ'ﬂm ” 300,000 mare people in our reserve

their sctive duty time 13 fold with componens, we were contributing

fewerpeople dunng the decade since oo millicn dl:'ll:.rda:.rs 4 year 1o thse

thie Persian Gulf War means “it’snottwo  members of the Army National Guard — active components, noted Cragan, the

days a month and 14 days in the summer
anymaore,” Cragin added.

Li Gen, Russell Davis, chief of the
Nationol Guard Bureau, tempered thi

observation with his assessment that
""h’Hlu'lhu people
job, we have to be carcful that we doa't
push them over the brink.”

He challenged his audience of Army
and Air National Guard enlisted leaders
to get involved with programs that Na-
tonal Guard chaplains are promoting to
alleviate the stress that leads 1o sulcides
and violence on the job. :

Diavis has the statistics (o suppon his
Cross-country crusade. .

The rate of suicides among full-time

who serve doa grem

and 10 members of the Air Guard have
reportedly commitied suicide this year
alone, said Hill.

*The loss of one human life s oo
much,” remarked Hill, a E‘athnhc: pricsi

significant incrense ™

Hill said it is hard 1o know why people
izke their own lives. Davis maintained
that a Cunrdmember's comment bhe first
heard three years ago, “'1 was forced to
volunteer,”” increased his concem,

“When we can’t get enough people to
goon deployments, we always call on the
full-ime forces.” Dovis sdded, “That
personnel tempo is pushing them and
pulting a lot of stress on them.”™

principal andersecretury fior the nation’s
reserve forces since Sepiember 1957,
“Now with 300,000 fewer people, we
are performing 13 million duty days a
e Iy the equivalent of i
25000, o i e

35000 men and wamen 10,

components,” added the former Navy en-
listed man who retired from the Naval
Reserve is a captain in 1998,

That makes this a critical fime o cane
for the Guand family, insisted Davis,

“Weve gol 0 be mindful of the stress
on our people. It's part of our job as
lesiders,” Davis encouraged the crowd.

“A fnmily can't heal itself unless it sits
divon and talks about the tough issoes.
And these are tough issues.”

e ON GUARD
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tion that the Guard is ready and
able 1o serve whepsver we e
needed,”

Furthermore, beginning this
October, some 350 Cuoard sol-
diers from North Carolina, Okla-
homa and Arizona will for the
first time assume i combal pos-
ture among the multinational
force tn the U.S. sector formerly
delegated o activie Army troops,
The Guard troops will join the
maneuver force for the For
Stewart-based 3od Infantry Di-
vision that will oversee the LS.
gector for the coming year.

Another 136 military police
from Rbode Island depaned for
Hungary in August and will
spend this winter keeping order
among LS. troops and escort-
Bosnii

In short, 10 years after the
Persian Gull War, the total force
pace is accelerating for the Na-
tional Guard unless the mew
president slows the tempo afier
pext January’'s inauguration.

The 3rd Infantry Division,
commanded by Maj. Gen,
Walter Sharp, will lead 3,900
1.5 soldiers during the next two
Stsbilization Force rotations,

The Amny division will pro-
vide 2,800 soldiers and the Army
Guard will supply nearly 300
troops from October through
next March., The division will
provide 1,720 soldiers and the
Army Guard will provide 1,648,
primarily from brigades in Geor-
gin und Arkansas, for the six
months after that.

The Guard’s 20h Division
will command the following ro-
tation, and the total Guard force
will escalate o more than 2,400,

Cithercountries have benefited
from that resolve.

By the end of August, accond-
ing to an Army Guand report,

Phote by MSgl. Bob Haskell
TAH“E‘H'B WEH-' WOTR

Carolina Enultﬂ#rlnk
checks out a Tank Table
¥ill range atop an Abrams.

542 citizen-soldiers had rein-
forced the ing force
in Kosovo and another 1,619
had been sent o Southwest Asia
in addition to the 6,813 who
have served in Bosnia.
That means that the Armmy
Guard should surpass 10,000
ordered to active duly on
foreign soil under President
William Clinton's three on-go-
ing call-ups well before Oclober
2001.
Georgia's 48th Infantry Bri-
gade, for example, has already
begun preparing 1.200 citizen-

soldiers for Bosnin duty mext
mhﬁnﬁ.hﬂlftﬂij’ﬂﬂ'

iden of what lies ahead.

Patrolling on fool and in
Humvess will be the basic jobin
Bosnia for 170 light infantry
woldiers from Cllahoma’s 45th
Infantry Brigade and forthe tank
crews and mechanized infantry
troops from North Carolina.
They rehearsed those tasks al
Fort Polk, La., during August's
first twio weeks.

But the Guard soldiers have 1o
be prepared for the worst should
push come 1o shove among the
Serhs, Croatians and Muslims,
who many obscrvers believe
continue 1o honor the Dayton
Peace Accords only because of
the foreign military presence.

The 21 Arizona Guard sol-
diers, for example, have been
charged with identifylng., dis-
arming and disposing of explo-
sive devices. Bosnia is still con-
sidered harardous duty.

That's why the North Caro-
lina Guard soldiers spent
August's final two weeks ma-
neuvering their Abrams tanks
and Bradley Fighting Vehicles
and firing live rounds day and
night on mnges in Georgia.

“Most of our job m Camp
Dobol will be presence patrols
in Humvees,” said North Cano-
lina 55g1. Christopher Padgett
after pashing his new Bradley
crew througha tough trial run on

the 1abile eight qualifying mnge
ot Fort Stewarl.

“They've told us that if the
Bradleys come out over in
Bosnia, things have gotten bad,”
added Padgeit, the 3th Bri-
gade’s reigning “wop gun” for
thi tracked

troop-

vehicles armed with rapid-fir-
ing 25-millimeter cannons and
machine guns.

“We hope this is just one of
the boxes we have to check off
before we go over there,” said
SFC Gary Warmen, an Abrams
vank master gunner, “All wewant
iz 1odoourpart and come home.™

The exchange between Brad-
ley and Abrams commanders
and their gunners during the live-
fire missions at Font Stewari cap-
tured the spiritof National Guard

troaps intent on helping to keep
the peace in Europe.

The commanders barked
“Fire!” The gunners responded
“On the way.” The glowing
rounds streaked down mnge with

More Army Guard troops ane
on the way to Bosnia, By this
time next year the todal could
well be 10,000 and counting.
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Military Model 3

Industry heavyweights travel
8,400 miles to learn about
Guard's role worldwide

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
Moatiomal Guard Bureai

small, square piece of cement

that be chipped out of the erum-

bling Berlin Wall a decade ago
reminded engaging Clarence “Buddy™
James Jr. just bow muoch the world, and
ihe Mational Guard, has changed since he
|zst explored the United States’ military
presence m Europe.

“The Guard was nlways relevant, It is
even mive relevant now,.” ohserved the
Washington, D.C., consultant and refired
lowyer who remains n key figure in the
Executive Leadership Council for 150
top minonty bosiness cxecutives, It
shows the Evropean countries a military
syslem that works under a democracy.™

Just how well and how hard the Na-
tional Gunrd is working these days was
repesledly brought home to 200 scooim-
plished leaders from corporate America
recenily.

They traveled 8,400 miles, paving thelr
oWn expenses, o meet Guardmembers
serving in Europse.

They leamed how America’s cilizen-
soldiers and airmen are helping the 50-
year-old North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-

ton and the fledgling European Umm
preserve peace and promote prosperity.

They were iodd how the Nationn] Guard
has become o model of & military Force
comtrolled by civilinn suthorities for cen-
tral European nations that used to be part
of the Warsaw Pact.

Lt. Gen Russell Davis, Chiel of the
Motional Guand Bureaw, hosted the civic
leaders toor that ook place during the
L 5th anniversary of the first such thp 1o
Central America.

“We need 1o get back into the business
commaunity. We need to educate these
peophe about what we're all about,"” ex-
plained Davis, well into his second year
i head of this nation’s nearly 455,000
National Guard troops. Davis in tum pakd
close attention 1o the executives’ ideas
for getting that word to more American
business people,

The business heavyweights. including
representatives from Kraft Foods, Sears
Rochuck, Pepsi Cola, IBM. the 115
Chamber of Commerce, ond the state of
Texas, heeded the messages they heard in
Germany, Hungary and Belgium.

“Withowt the contributions of the Air
and Army National Guard, we woald not
have been able (o do the operations in the
Balkans,” Canadinn Col. Richard Bowes
told them at Supreme Headquariers Al-
ligsl Powers Europe, home of NATO s
mikitary allimnce, outside Brusscls.

“The men and women inour Gunrd ond
Reserve ane our nation’s treasure. They
have 1o be taken care of,” stressed Gen,

CHIEF CHAT - Lt. Gen. Russell Davis (top photo), National
Guard Bureau chlef, explains the Guard's mission to civic
leaders. Missourl 2nd Lt. Sharon Dixon (above, right) flelds a
question from civic leaders during a stop in Germany.

Gregory Martin, commander of the LS.
Adar Force Europe, at Ramatzn Air Base
i Cermany.

Their busy week of troop visits and
top-level bricfings was an eve-opening
expericnce. Mosi had no idea thal the
National Guard plays such an integral
robe in this nation’s defense,

They ialked with Army Guard soldiers
from Califomia and Missouri spending
three weeks repairing velicles and re-
bailding engines o o Guard-mannged
Army  maintenance conler  in
Kaisersloudern, Germany. They visited
with people from a Californin Air Guard
refueling wing wio are based for a fort-
night &t Geilenkirchen 1o refoc] NATO
Adrborme Waming and Control Systems
airplanes.

“It's obyious that these Guand people

are not just dokng summer busy work.
They"re doing the same work as the other
military professionals.” observed Carl
Brooks, human resources vice president
for GPU Encrgy and president of the
Executive Leadership Foundation.

“It wis imporiant for tee iroops o s
Africin-American executives from ma-
Jor corporations, and this tnp eaxpanded
our knowledge about bow the Mational
Guard spd NATO are interrelated,”
Brooks added. “Thit belps ws undersiand
ow to communicaie with other people in
American industry about supporting Na-
tional Guerd programs.”

“These Guard people ane soengaged in
what they're doing. You want your own
people 10 be as enthusiastic abowl their
Jobs,” marveled Sears Morthwest Region
Vice President Billve Alexander. “When

6 THE ON GUARD
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FUELING INTEREST - California
Alr Guard MSgt. Julie Farmer, a
member of the 163rd Air Refueling
Wing, explains the workings of a
KC-135 refueler to civic leaders.

I return, | will check our policies to make
sure they do not make it cumbersome for
people 1o do their Guard duties.”
“My perceptions have been dramati-
cally changed,” said Roger Campos, a
lawyer and exccutive director for the
Minority Business RoundTable that rep-
resents more than 200 minority-owned
busineeses,
Campos, who has never served in uni-
form, said his previous impressions of
the National Guard included memories
of bull-born blaring citizen-soldiers
marching through Santa Barbara, Calif., ity
when he was 2 college stndent during the  [SESSSSIERES

ate urbulent 10605, and siories about  [bsSed SeSURlFORE i .
annual truining from Guard members he

employed in his former bosiness.

“| thought they were part-timess hay-
ing fun going to camp, like I did when 1
wasa Boy Scout,” Campaos related. “Now
1 understand they are doing a lot more
during their two or three weeks of train-
ing than roasting hot dogs."”

Even though Guand troops have lem-
porarily left civilion jobs and families 1o
serve in Burope for years, the work is just
beginning, said a NATO expert on cen-
tral and eastern Enropenn affairs.

Former Warsaw Pact countries, in-
cluding new NATO members Poland,
Hungary and the Czech Republic, “need
to see the model of the Cuard,” Chris
Donnelly told the American business
people. d

“These European countries are buying
the wrong kind of soldiers. The soldiers
they are getting now will fight 1o the
denth for their villages because that's
how they were trained under the Warsaw
Pact,” be explained. “They need flexible
soldiers who can be sent away and sus-
tained 1o keep the peace in ploces like
Kaosovo,

“They need to build a whole new rela-
tionship between their armies and the
civilian population,” Donnelly added.
“The United States is leading the Euro-
pean countrics in the way they reform
their military. Guys, like it or not, you' e
it. There's no betier example than the
National Guard.™
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National
Guard:
Woven
into the
fabric of
America

When yvou look closely
at the events that have
shaped this nation, you'll
see the National Guard.
You'll see men and wo-
men from every walk of
life - lawyers, laborers,
presidents and shop-
keepers. All of them an-
swered the call when
America needed them.

Today, these citizen-
soldiers and -airmen
serve as part of America’s
Total Foree, fighting our
wars, saving lives during
disasters, forging peace-
keeping partnerships
with other nations and
making our communities
hetter places to live.

The National Guard will
always be ready and
always be there. Strength-
ening the fiber of our
great nation. No matter
what the future holds,
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Minnesota Maj. R. Clay
Brock Jr. is the only
Guardsman to qualify for
Ironman championship

Triple
Threat

By Maj. Pauline M. Geraci
Minnesony Natimal Grard

1j. R. Cluay Brock Jr. is a triphe
threat and he intends to prove it

next month in Hownii.

Brock, a supervisor flight instructor
flight operations officer for the Minne-
sola Army Guard 34th Infantry Division's
Aviation Brigade in St Paul, will com-
pele in the Ironman Triathlon World
Championship to be held Oct. 14th in
Kanilua-Kona, on the Big Island of Ha-
waii.

According to Trishe Boutin-Tacocks, a
sponts specialist for the Army Sports Of-
fice in Virginia, Brock is the only
Guardmember to qualify. More than
50,000 trigthletes from mare than 50 coun-
trics annually atternpt to qualify for the
world's most fumous endurance event.

The Army will pay for his travel, room
and food.

“I'm really glad they came through,”
Brock said,

Brock qualified for the prestigions
Ironman Triathlon at the Florida Ironman
last November. It is one of 19 worldwide
qualifying events.

In Flogida, he competed against nearly
1,700 entrants for one of 1,500 world-
wide shots, OFf those 1,500, 14 slots were
reserved for men sges 35 1o 39, Brock
placed 6ah in that group.

However. Brock, who tumed 40 in Sep-
tember, will compete in the age 40 and
over calegory in Kona,

Amemberofithe Army Guard fornearly
cight vears, Brock joined the Goplber State
Guard in May. He had previously served

n the Virginia Army Guard.

Brock began competing in tristhlons
= 2.4 mile gwim, 112-mile bike ride and
26.2 mile run - just two years ago.

A former Texas A&M University com-
petitive swimmer (he also swam for the
LS. Army while on active duty in 1984),
Brock discontinued that sport when he
ledt the Army and picked up running.

“1 did it 1 keep the fat off,” Brock
recalled. He liked nimning so muoch that
he tried out for the National Guard Bu-
renu marathon ieam.

“The first time [ tried out | sarvived iL”
he said. “The second year | made the
ieam,”

Shortly thereafier, a friend convinced

him to try competing in triathlons,

Alller hours of grueling training. Brock
ook on the Florida Ironman. He swam
the 2.4 miles in 56 minutes; cycled 112
miles in 5 howrs and 24 minmes; and ran
26.2 miles in 3 hours and 17 minwtes for
o total of 9 hours and 48 minutes.

The Kona Ironman record is men age
40 and over is 9 hours and 7 minutes.

“My goal for the Ironman is to be in the
top ften,” he said, “To do that | nead to
coune i between 8 hours and 15 minutes
09 hours."™

During the work week, Brock trains
abaout three hours a day,

“Liry to mix my training op because it
gets mentally fatiguing.” e zaid,

Phados by Spe. Anna Lewicki

With  the
lronman race
ey nearing,
“Hrock aald e
has focused on
his swimming
and running,
because they
make up ihe
majority of the
race. He added
that he will
taper off his
training iwo
weeks prior (o
the event.

IRONMAN - In or

out of the pool, on

the bike or run-

ning, Maj. Brock

has impressed. Brock must
alsa eontend

with Hawaii’s heat and humidity. Aver-
age temperatures for the event have ranged
from 85 o 92 degrees with asphalt fem-
peratures around 100, The humidity is
expected to be around W percent,

“The key toall that is to eat and drink a
bot during the race,” Brock noted. “My
glyeogen level will drop off and | have to
maintain that for energy,” remarked the
S-foot %inch, 160-pounder. “Sometimes
after 8 workout I drop 1o 152 pounds.™

In addition to the support he’s received
from his National Guard hosses, Brock
credits his wife of 18 years, Terri, and his
children Joshua and Stephanie for inspir-
img his efforts,

“You really have to have the family
support because you spend so much time
iraining alone,” Brock said, * is o diffi-
cult time, especially when you are so psed
to doing family things, and you have to
drop it to go ride or rup.™
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Air Guard G-130s,
equipped with fire-
fighting systems, have
been busy out West

By SFC Eric Wedeking
Mrrional Chnerd Bureaii

ropping fire-retardant
Dﬁ'u-m a C-130 aircralt,

while maneuvering al
tree-top bevel over rugged moun-
tain terrain and through thick
smoke, can be perilous duty.

“They're flying so low that
you're sure we'Il be picking pine
cones off the wings when they
get back,” noted TSgt. Syd Mar-
tin, an instrumentation techni-
cian with the Wyoming Air
Guard's 153rd Airlift Wing
hased in Cheyenne,

Lately, the | 53rd and the three
other Air Guard and Air Force
Reserve Modular Adr-
home Fire-fighting Sys-
iems, or MAFFS units,
have gotien their fill of
pine cone picking trying
to keep pace with this
year's record-breaking
wesicrn fing season.

The U5, Forest Ser-
vice-owned MAFFS,
which are more than 20
years old, are mapidly
meounded in C-130“Her-
eules™ aircrafl. They can
carry & miixiune of 3,000
gallons of water and re-
tardant thal can be jetti-
soned in only five sec-
ondds from Iwin mani-
folds protruding fromthe
rear of the aircraft.

Flying through thick
smoke and turbulent up-
drafis crealed by the rag-
ing infermos can make
the ride a “bil bumpy,”
according to one fire-
fighting crewman. Bul
flving through unfamil-
iar mountainous terriin
in poor visibility is what
really makes nircrews
AETVOUS,

“That's really scary
going through smoke be-
cause you're [FR (Instr-
ment Flight Rules, or flying by
instruments oaly) for a second
or {w, then the pilols muneuver
over & mountain of down & can-
yon,” said Norh Carolina Air
Chuard Maj. Bob Kotula, 3 novi-
gatorwiththe 145th Airlift Wing
i Charlotte, “But our pilots are
really good at what they do, 501
don’1 get too worried.”

Wyoming and North Carolina
crews alone racked up 350 mis-

Pheatos by SFG Eric Wisdalong

gions and dropped mone than
one million gallons of relardant
while rotating through Hill AFB,
Utah, recently.

California’s 146th Airlift
Wing, based at Channel Islands,
and the Air Force Reserve's
2nd Alrlift Wing from Calo-
rado Springs, Colo., focused
their acrial attack in Spokane,
Wash, The crews also used an
gir-aftack base located in Boise,

AIR ATTACK - SSgt. Brendan
Scott (left), a 145th crew chief,
ller biade, North
Carolina TSgt. Chris Whitcomb
(above) takes a fire retardant
pressure reading during a recent
fire mission. A Wyoming C-130
{top photo) drops fire retardant

ingpects a

near Morgan Creek,

Idaho, where the National In-
teragency Fire Center is head-
quariered.

Forest Service officials
praised the National Guard for
helping commercial air-tanker
crews, who officials say ore
streiched to the limit fighting
the worst blazes in 50 years, 50
far, the wildfires have scorched
an arca of 5.6 million acres, of
an arca bigger than the state of
Massachuseiis.

=(ar fire season has kept us
s0 busy, and we know you all
are basy oo with the other air
operatbons you sre invalved in.”
said Jim Rogers of Atlanta, G,
the U.S. Forest Service air-
tankeroperations chiefl. “Weap-

preciste everything the
Adr Guard does.™

Maore than 20 years
ago the Air Guard and
the Forest Service en-
tered into a joind agree-
ment to s the MAFFS
syhen commiercial asscis
were strefched to the
breaking peint. [romi-
cally, this was the first
timee the Cheyenne crew
has had 1o fight fines of
home.

*“The closest we came
before that was when we
dropped (retardant) in
porth Yellowstone Ma-
tional Park in 1988, but
bt was on the Montuns
side of the park.” recalled
ihe 153ed’s Lt Col. Psl
Curran,

For years, the U.5.
Forest Service have
looked o Alr Guard for
their support in backing up fire
crews of the ground.

“When 1 used 10 work on the
fire lines, we Joved it when the
MAFFS made their drops, be-
cause they were always mon:
accurnte and they just did a bet-
ter joball around,” reported Kim
Marshall, a LS. Forest Service
logistics chief. “They arc appre-
ciated out here because they ve
saved houses and property.”

Omly four units in the enlire
Alr Mohility Command are
tested and qualified 1o fly the
fire-retardant dropmissions, Pre-
dictably, the cilizen-aimmen are
proud of their elite status.

“I'm ot living a job, 1'm liv-
ing a dream. That's how much 1

mwmm

love my job,” said S5gL Shelon
Coe, a 145th mechanic. *1 think
these fire missions give the ci-
vilian world abetier ideaof what
we do, which is not just hauling
passengers, supplics or trash.”

Bul being in a high-demand
unit does provide citizen-ainmen
with added stressors back bome
with both family and employ-
ers. Besides flying seasonal fire-
retardant drop missions in the
surmmer and full, the airfifl wings
must also meet other regular
mission requirements. Along
with firefighting duty out West,
bath the 145th and 153rd arc
currently commitied to supply
alrerafl and crews 1o support
“Operations Coronet Ouk™ in
Puerio Rico. Both units will also
spon be rotating aircraft and
crews to support “Operation
Southern Watch™ in Oman.

e like 1odo these fires mis-
pions, but we also have o go
oversens quite a bit,” added
Curran, He said both units pos-
sess active family support and
gmployer SUppOrt Progrums 10
help deal with the high-deploy-
meenl re.

Meanwhile, all four Axr Gusrd
and Alr Reserve firefighting
wnits have continued to fight fires
through Seplember.

The citizen-airmen say they
are ready for the long haul.

“¥our family always has fears
and concerns. but they know
we' v got & mission do to,” said
55gt. Brendan Scott, a 143h
crew chiel. “There's a lot of
bong hours, hots of sun and heal,
but we need 1o ensure we have
the aircrafi ready 1o fly.”
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Aistinn Jay Peck and TSgt. Seott Malin re-
cently won the National Guard Year of the Fam-
ily Essay Contest for the Army and Air Guard,
respectively.

Peck is the 14-year-old daughter of Vermoni
Army Guard Chaplain (Maj.) Douglas Peck.
Malin is a member of the 152nd Airlift Wing in
Renn, Nev. They penned their winning eniries (o
“Why Guard familics matter io America™

Twenty-three sistes and territories wine repre-
sended in the contest. Peck and Malin received a
£500 savings bond.

SFC David Fulkerson of Evansville, Ind., was
named the Army National Guard's Recruiter of
the Year,

Fulkerson recently received o certificate from
Deputy Secretary of Defense Rudy de Leon dur-
ing &n award ceremany af the Pentagon, where 12
military recruiters from each branch of the Armed
Forces were honored,

de Leon called bringing young men and women
into the military is “one of our greatest military
challenges.

“Despile the enormity of the challenge of re-
cruiting.” he added, “nearly 30,000 young peaple
every moath America’s recruiters have demon-
strafed that they're up to the job. That's why we
Are supponting our recruiters with increased en-
listment bonuses and educational benefits and by
a major rise in recruiting advertising over the lasi
Vedr.

Fulkerson, who for the past three years was
placed on Recruiting and Retention Command's
“Top 10" recruiting list, said the awards cer-
emony was the highlight of his ongoing 11-year
military career.

“It's been an awesome ride,” said the 28-year-
old Evanaville native, who also wears a “Master
Recruiting Badge™ from his state.

He credited much of his recruiting success to
the Indizna National Guard's 100-percent state
university tuition scholarships.

The West Virginia Air Guard promored i
first woman, Sharon Lowery, to the rank of Chief
Master Sergeant,

Lowery, the daughter of the late Fred Carte and
Jeanetie Cane of Sissionville, W.Va., was pinned
in a ceremony at state’s Air Guard Headguaners
in Charleston by Maj. Gen, Allen E. Tacket,
odjuitant gemeral, and her hushand Henry E.
Lowery. a retired Army Master Sergeant.

Chiel Lowery is assigned a5 the personnel
resonrce manager for Headquarters, West Vir-
ginia Ajr Mational Guard, She s a 1976 graduate
of Sissonville High School and currently resides
in Amimin W. Vi

More than 80 members of the Greater Terre
Haute Chamber of Commerce rose carly August 4
io atiend “Wake Up With Terre Haute,” an event
hosted by members the Indinna Air Guard's 1815t
Fighter Wing.

Col. Gary Peters, 181st commander, briefed the
group, treating them 1o a pictoral show of his
oiil’s ¢ombal and humanitarian mission over the

Essay contest winner, TSgt.
Scoll Malin

Y .
E----l-
|

Army Guard Recrulter of the Year,
SFC David Fulkerson (right) and
Rudy de Leon,

Hiw Mexico CMSaf.
steve Moya donates
soaps and shampoos (o
a Sanla Fe shelter,

Compiled by MSgL. Jolin Malthaner
MNational Gward Bureau

past year. Peters also thanked the employers for
their support of traditional Guardmembers.

Master of Ceremonies Bob Day, a WMIX-FM
radio personality, applauded the 1815t for their
community involvement and for “keeping their
lingers on the pulse of the Wabash Valley.”

After the briefing, several visitors went (o (he
muinienance hangar 1o see one of the unit’s F-16
Fighting Falcons. They also were ireated io 4
four-fighter minimum interval liunch.

Rl Henry, Executive Diirector of the Cham-
ber, said the visit to the 815t was tremendous.

It was exciting 1o see the bong line of cars at
the gate,” he said. “We appreciate the opportunity
in come oul and see the base frst-hond.

“This organization means a lod (0 our commuo-
nity,” he added, “both in terms of payroll and
COMMURHY service.”

Bob Murray, Associate Vice President at Indi-
ana State University, also was impressed.

“I've lived in Terre Haute 33 years, and my
wife and [ enjoy the presence of the Air National
Guard." He added that he admired the people whe
served with the unit und those who atiend and
work full-time at the university.

“Their dedication reflects well on them and our
community,” Murray said,

New Mexico CMSgt. Steve Mova recently
found & thoughtful way for people o get rid of

the soaps and shampoos they collected when they

Setting up five-gallon buckets around his Sania
Fe headquariers, Moya 1ook the cleaning products
12 the nearby Bienvenidos Shelter.

“It"s n great way for the National Guard to
show interest in the community, especially for
those less forfunate,” he said.

Laura Freney made Oklahoma Army Guard
history recently, becoming the first woman in the
state to be promoted to the rank of Sergeant Ma-
jor.

Feency enlisted in the Oklahoma Army Guard
on July 11, 1980, After completing basic truining,
she was trained as an administrative specialist and
assigned 1o Stale Area Command headgquaniers in
Oklaboma City. In September of 1981, Feeney
joined the Sooner State’s Recruiting and Reten-
tion office, where she has remained for most of
the past 19 years.

Since 1981, she has held a number of positions
within the recruiting office. She is currently the
recruiting office’s Opemtions Sergeant Major.

Accompanicd by her children, Tiffany and
Michael, and her hushand SGM Tom Feeney,
Feency was promeded in 8 ceremony that in-
volved nearly 100 Guardmembers, including the
Oklahoma Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Stephen
Cortright

“50M Feeney is a shining example of what a
soldier, gender aside, can accomplish when they
put themselves to it,” Cortright told the crowd.
“SGM Feeney is the only sergeant major | have
known ta attain the rank of sergeant major in jusi
20 years, This speaks highly of her and the Okla-
homn Anmy National Guard,”

mHE ON GUARD
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CARING HANDS - Pvt. Max Moreno (left)
Inoculates a young Pima County patient. Spe.
Travis Dana, an Arizona Army Guard medic,
checks a young girl's blood pressure. Both
Moreno and Dana are members of Company C,
111th Area Support Medical Battallon.

Arizona National Guard medical professionals

reach out to help underserved community

Caring Hands

Fur Pvt. Max Moreno, providing hands-on medical
care for needy neighbors, beats the heck out of your
run-of-the-mill drill weekend.

“This is a ot better medical
iraining by far than we normally
do," said the Arizona Army
Guard medic, “You can'i simu-
Inde this.”

Moreno and fellow members
of Company C, 111th Arca Sup-
port Medical Battalion spent a
recent drill weekend reaching
oul and treating bocal children,

The Children’s Assistanece
Resource Event, known other-
wise known as Operation
CARE, was designed to bring
medical care o usderwerviced
residents in Pima County, Ariz
The civil-military Innovative
Rendiness Training, or IRT, ex-
ercite also involved nearly 40
oiher government and civilimn
BECTCIEs,

Drosctoers, nurses and physician
assistants converged on Pucblo
High School inlate July 1o eval-
uake ke trenl minor njunes and

WEIGHING IN — Arizona
Alr Guard A1C Kim White,

illpeszes. They alwo provided
well-baby care and immuniza-
tions,

This is second year thai that
Company C medics have par-
ticipated in Operation CARE,
Last year more 10,500 patients
were tremled, This year medical
personnel saw 2,800 people in
the first two hours alone,

The National Guurd medics
participating in Operation
CARE met two goals in the ex-
ercise, officials said. Whille the
medics received real-world
training that penains 1o their
military mission, they also pro-
vided a valuable “leave- behind™
for the community.

Both are key requirements for
Department of Defense readi-
ness truiming. The special exer-
cises, designed to be parines-
ships between the military and
local authorities, usually focus
onhealthcare, iransportation and
engineering necds.

Arizonaofficials say that they
have submitied a request io con-

a medical service appren- duct Operation CARE agai
againnext
tice with the 162nd Fighter  ycur They would like 1 expand
Wing, checks the helghts  (he cxercise 1o one or more addi-
and weight of ayoung girl. tional clinics.
mHE ON GUARD 13
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@ Muster Memories

| STATES

m Prison Presence m Buckeyes at the Border

Webster's DNctiomary defines
the meaning of muster as “to as-
semble troops for baitle, display,
inspection, onders, ete.”

The Vermont National Guard's
definition of muster has a more
personal meaning; it comes from a
sense of camarsiderie, patnotism
and history,

The entire Vermont Mational
Giaand, more tham 3,000 strong,
assembled a1 the Champlain Valley
Exposition in Essex Junction, Vi.,
Aug, 12 for Muster 2000,

“The parpose of Muster 2000 is
10 conmminicate the Guerd”s story
i our members and their families,
it well as o our commuonities, to
our business leaders and 1o Ver-
monters,” said Maj. Gen. Martha
Rainville, adjutant general.

The day's events included a pass
i reviews children's sctivities, a
blood drive, and n college and job
fudr,

Until the 1830k, Yermontheld a
mitisder ench summer o mily the
iroops and io disseminaie informo-
ticom. The last recorded muoster of
that century was held at the con-
clusion of the Civil war

The entire Vermont Guard was
nal reassembled agaim until a chill-
ing day in Movember 1980 when
then adjutant general Maj. Gen,
Reginald M. Cram called a muster
i commemorate the 408k anniver-
sary of Yermont's maobilization
fior World War I1.

Marching through angry guards
and directing his 11 citizen-soldiers
o extinguish burming trash and
pick up urinc-spaked newspapers
are SFC Roger Brisson's enduring
impressions from a long, anxiows
might of guarding some of Rhode
Island’s most hardened criminals.

“It wasnt =0 bad opce we were
insude," said Brisson, after 14 hours
helping to watch 470 inmates af the
Adult Comectional Institutions in
Cranston, R.L, recently.

It was indeed an unusual duty for
280 unarmned Rhode Islond Guards-
men activited after the Brother-
bood of Comectional Officers went
on strike of the state’s major prison.
They helped the 300 remnining
prison guards watch 3,400 locked-
down inmates in the seven [ncilities
that make up the prison complex.

Watching their backs and doing
what the prison guards told them io
do was he order of business, ex-

sinking guands would not let the
buses camrying the Geardsmen
cross the picket line.

Maj. Gen. Reginald Centracchio,
acjutant general, personally led the
Guardsmen though the gauntlets.

"Seeing the peneral walking in
front of us like that made all of us
focl a lod better™ said Brisson.

The striking gumnds were back in
the prisom the next day afier being
ordensd to refum by a judge.

By PFC Haraz M. Ghanbari
Mo Nanional Crinerd

i o bocal youth camp,

obd Army fort located in Eagle Pass,

U5, Border Patrod agenty af Eagle Pass, Teras,
wen: ool the only people 1o benefit from the effons group of explorers and two active-duty
of Buckeye State enginecrs recently. so did children  soldiers, the Ohio group greeted nearly

Soldiers from the 512th Engineer Battalion and
the 16th Engineer Brigade were deployed to the
border to build bridges and improve sccess roads (o ihe engiveers ook tme 0 arm wrestle,
the Rio Grande River. Their efforts will help border  play chess, offer samples of Meals-Ready-
patrol agents peach areas where illegal immigrants to-Eat, and take pictures.
and drug smugglers enter the United Siales,

Despite their rigorous work schedule, a group of experience (for them), just o be mround a
EnEineeTs spent o portion of their free tme meeting varely of different people,” said the 512ih"s Spe.
with youngsiers at o youth camp ot Fort Duncan, an Julinn Fussnecker. “They were making us necklaces

Soldiers!"" recalled Spe. Tracie Ford, o
soldier from the Columbus-based 161h
Engineer Brigade,

Along with a border patrol agent, a

150 youngsters. They used the time o
talk about achieving goals in life.
Alfter a shor video on Afmy operalions,

“This was an eye-opening and learning

and brucelets, They wanted our aviographs and didn't

"When we first walked in, they were like, "Wow! wanl us to leave™

Phaoto by PR Hamz M. Ghanbari

CHECK MATES - Ohlo Army Guard Sgt.
James Wilas spent some of his spare time
playing chess with local youngsters near
the Texas border.
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m Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

Texas Air Guardsman James
Hagerstrom made a name for himself
during World War Il, the Korean War

Two-War Ace

uring the Korean War, Air Guardsmen flew
D 39,530 combat sortics, destroyed 39 enemy air-

craft and prodoced four aces. One of them,
James P. | . Wik 8 Two-war ace.

Inmany respects, he embaodied the Guard's doctrine of
readiness, Hagerstrom siood oul as one of service's
vinuoso pilots, emerging from the Korean Waras one of
only six two-war poes in Amencan history.

The son of an electrician, Jim Hagerstrom was bom in
1921 and grew up in Waterloo, lowa. He entered college
in 1941 at lowa Saate, but left during his sophomore year
1o joine Aviation Cadets.

During World War [L he flew 170 missions with the
&th Fighter Squadron in New Guinea and shot down six
Jopancse plancs. On one mission,
Hagerstrom and another pilot ook on
15 Japanese fighters in an attempt to
rescue two P-38s. In the process, he
bagged four aircrafi.

After the war, Hagerstrom left the
Army Air Forces, camed a college
degree from Jowa State Teacher's
College, and then went into the: mu-
nicipal bonds business in Houston,
Texas. There, he joined the Texas Air
Guard's 111th Fighter-Bomber
Squadron, where be New F-31 Bolas-

langs.

Although many of his regular Air
Force colleagues viewed Hager-
strom’s unil &5 “the bottom of the
heap,” he recalled his Guard experi-
ences with fond memories,

“I could take a Mustang and go 1o
a bond sale & thousand miles away,” Hagersirom said.
“You got your own Mustang, instead of flying the
girlines. [1wuermﬂymmﬂdgnwh¢njmmwi
to go. | was flying 500 hours a year, much more time than
the 200 hours a year | would have gotien in the Adr
Foree."

As a Guardsmaon, Hagerstrom brought honoe to his
unit by flying the F-51 and P-38 in the 1948 Cleveland
Air Races.

In October 1950, Maj. Hagerstrom, mow the 111th
squadron commuander, mobilized with his unil to Korew
He later transferred 1o the 334th squadson, a regular unit
with the Air Force's 18th Wing.

When Hagerstrom lefi the United States, he was
determined o become a two-war ace. To give himself an
edge. Hagersirom studied every intelligence report he
could find on the MiG-15. He even convineed an optom-
etrist 1o grind him a special pair of half-mirrored glasses
that enabled him to see at 20 fect what a normal person

Two-war ace,
James Hagerstrom

would see at 10, He also ordered & cus-
{omized winter white MTight suit made of
rw silk for maximum insulation, and
packed his survival kit with extra foosd,
medicine and a .22 caliber Homet rifle.

Once in Korea, Hagerstrom drew up 8
mtric conversion table for his aircraft
and led patrols over MiG Alley ol metric
altiiudes io improve his odds of spatting
enemy aircraft. H shot down
the 181h Wing's first MiG of the war on
Moy, 21, 1952, His pexi kill ook place
on Christmas day, 1932,

Mo one wanied to fly on Christmas,
but he volumeered. Sure enough, his
element received a radar plot from
ground control. Lining his pipper up on
the tail of a MiG ot the extreme altitude
of 50,000 feet, Hagerstrom held his fire,
fearing that a shot would siall his F-86.
However, hefore he could fire, the MiG pilot bailed out
at 45000 on a 20-degree below zero day; probably
freczing to death during his 30-minute parachute descent
1o earth.

By March 27, 1953, Hagerstrom had 4.5 MiG- 13 kills
ta his credit, and only needed a half-credit more o
achieve the coveted double noe status,

Now flying with the 67th Squadron of the Fourth
Wing, he gave the following speech
1o his fight that day:

“Centlemen, 1" ve been living on
eoffee; [haven'tbeen sheeping: I've
got o do this thing: T'm gonna doit;
and if you don’t wanl o go with me.
that's fine, 1"l understand. We are
going (o go up there and give it one
good try southof the Yalu, snd if we
doa’t scare anything up, I'm going
alter them today,”

Sureenough, Hagerstrom's flight
picked up six MiGs just north of the
Yalu river in China. Hagerstrom
got behind one them and began
“hammering him™ with his 50 cali-
ber guns. As bullets sliced through
the Mii's canopy, Hagersirom
glanced quickly over his should to
check his Might's positbom.

“J saw my number-four man with a MiG right behind
him,ll:nn-r.hlg.:nhim.“heuid."lhnlhﬁd. *pull it tighter
Snow, he's got you.™
ih:ingmmm reversed back, pulled mround. and ook a

“I1 was just a hip shot, you know," he reported. "It had
no deflection, v nothing, just boom, like that. Just sheer-
ass luck. It knocked his wing tip off.”

The MiG pilot then broke off his attack on Snow and
headed down. At 15,000 feet, Hagerstrom pulled up,
because in a Mach 1 dive the F-86 needs at least 10,000
fieet 1o recover. The MiG also pulled up, and as he did,
Hagerstrom hit him again. The two plones then went inte
a vertical climb,

“Every time my pipper was in his tail pipe,” he ne-
called, “I'd give him a burst and snother burst and
pnether burst, | ended up coming up Canopy-lo-Canopy
with him.”

As the two planes approached zero air speed,

Hagerstrom slid off the MiG ai 36,000
feet,

“He was sitting there, smoke and shit
coming out of his airplane right above
his air hase,” H noded, “T saw
him lean down and hlow his canopy.
And as he strnightened up his head, he
looked over at me. Then he leaned his
head back and blew the seat out. So 1
thought, ‘1 wonder what he's going to
12ll those guys at the officers club to-
night, because he's going to be landing
very close to his own air >

“Seeing a buming MiG crash on your
own base can cause a hell of a morale
problem,” he added.

m would receive credit for
destroying that MiG and the first MiG
he engaged that day, He went on to bag
another MiG on April 13 before the Air
Force transferred him bome.

On his last day in Korca, Hagerstrom was in the
operations hut in his class A uniform waiting for a C-47
flight o Japan. A friend suddenly came over 1o him and
told him that four aircraft were desperately needed over
n senaitive area,

="l do it,” Hagersirom volunieered, “and [ umed to
the operations officers and told them we have an instant
mission: ‘you're two, you're three, you're four, and Samt
Kratz will be the leader” ... that’s me.”

Thﬁmdm‘uptﬂtu'ﬂ:uwmcdﬂ:mimbagnggicﬂ
Mil3s, where Hagerstrom got his last MiG of the war.

With 8.5 MiGs to his eredit, nnd a Silver Star with five
oak clusters, he stayed in the Air Force after the war.

Hagerstrom ended up taking over a squadron of F-86s
at Foster AFB in Victoria, Texas. After that, he headed
the Far East Air Forces fighter branch in Japan in 1956.
From Japan, he journeyed to Taiwan to train Republic of
China fighter pilots. Aftera stint in Hawaii on the Pacific
Air Forces® staff. he joined the staffl of the Air Force
Office of Inspector General. He also camed a law degree
at Loyola University in Los Angeles.

In 1965, the Air Force sent Col. Hagerstrom to Viet-
nam io run the Seventh Air Force's combat operations
center. Hagerstrom quickly became embroiled in dis-
pustes with the Army over the roles and missions of Air
Force assets attached to the Military Assistance Com-
mand Vietnam (MACY). Hagerstrom argued that Air
Farce planes in South Vietnam should be used 1o strike
targets in North Vietnam, but Gen, Willinm Westmore-
land, the MACY commander, wanted the planes used 1o
support Army operations “in-country.” Westmoreland
ultimately fined ovier the issue.

Upon retirement in 1967, Hagerstrom spent his re-
maining days practicing law in Guam and pursuing his
other great bove - sailing his homemade sailboat around
the Pacific, James Hagerstrom died on July 1994 and
was buried with military honors at Arlington National
Cemetery. Today, Hagerstrom's memory lives on with
the 111th squadron in Houston, where a mainfenance
hanger was named after him in 1957.

Editor's Note: Dr. John Darrell Sherwood is the
author of “Officers in Flight Suits: The Story af Ameri-
can Air Force Fighter Pilots in the Korean War™; and
= Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietnam War Experi-
ence.” He currently works as a hixterian for the Naval
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i TRAINING

Aming for

Ohio air defense artillery
battalion braves Texas desert

APPROVAL

Set. J.R. Lewis
hier National Gaard

bve Ohio Army Guand Stinger and

I Avenger crews that recenily

braved the heat and sand of Fort

Bliss, Texas, did so with good reason —
they were seeking validation,

“This missile live-fire exercise is the
Minal part of the final phase for
deployability certification,” reparted L.
Col, Michael Bish, commander of the
2nd Battallion, 174th Air Defense Anil-
bery in MeConnelsville,

The training was part of Roving Sunds,
the U.S. military”s Largest joint service air
and missile defense exercise. Roving
Sands began in 1989 and is held annually
al Fort Bliss and a few satellite locations.

“We're testing equipment in a peace-
lime environment 5o we don’t have 1o go
o war to valkdate our equipment,” ex-
plained L. Caol, Richard Coldwell, direc-
tor of the exercise’s joint information
barean.

This year's exercise was comprised of
more than 18,700 service membsers from
all branches of the U.S, milifary, as well
s severnl allied nations.

For 2-174th troops, the Bve-line exer-
cise required the soldiers 1o fire missiles
al moving aerkal targets from both the
Stinger and the Avenger air defense sys-
tems from MoGregor Range, nearly an
howur Bliss over the New Mexico border.

The Sunger missiles are fired from
shoulder-held cylinders, while the
Avenger fires the same projectile from a
series of lsunch tubes mounted on the
back of a Humvee, The crews fired
moving targets launched a few hundred
yands away.

Thie Ballistic Aerial Targeting Sysiem,
or BATS, gave the soldiers a heated tar-
geft with an unpredictable flight path that
closely resemibles an aircrafi

The unit fired 22 live missiles, achiev-
ing 20 wwctical kills — 17 of which were
direct hits. Firing af both nerial snd groumsd

largets, Avenger crews also qualified on
the MAP 50-caliber machine gun.

According 10 Bish, the exercise af-
forded the soldiers a unigue opponanity
foiest themselves on the weapons oulside
of classrooms wnd simulators.

“This is the frst ume this unit has
gotten o chance wodo a live-fire {with this
sysicm),” be said. Although the Me-
Connelsville unil transitioned from Howk
o Stinger missiles in 1997, the batialion
iz only invited to the live-fire exercise at
Fort Bliss every three years.

“Omne thing is for sure,” Bish ndded,
“they came 1o Texas 1o be soldiers.™

apc. Charles Klose, Bravo Batiery leam
leader, said the exercise puts inlo practice

Phexices by PFC Haraz M. Ghanban

what most of the soddiers only have stud-
pedl i classes,

“We've spent a lot of time practicing
for this, but a live missile acts different
than anything we get in training,” he said.
“The targel engagement process is o bot
e commplex than what we do in class-
roomms.”

The expenence also benefited the unil's
support clements, whose jobs it is 1o en-
sure thal gunners have working equip-
ment and oo distractions that would 1ake
their minds swany from hitting fargeis.

“We are getting tons of hands-on expe-
ricnce,” said Spe, Tom Shea, s Battery B
mainienance crewman. “If something
breaks down, we're getting i there and

FIRED UP - Ohlo Pvt. 2 Steven
Taylor (left) makes a systems
check on an Avenger. Sgt. 0. Ross
Miller Ill (top photo) prepares &
target for launch. Avenger and
Stinger crews (above) prepare for
live-fire at Fort Bliss, Texas.

getting it up and ronming again,”

Although most of the soldiers in the
umnil have been 1o Fon Bliss before (for
their advanced individual training), the
shock of the heat, and its effects on safety,
were lop priotities for the unit,

“Our biggest concern is safety. When
you have a live missile pocked with C-4
explosives, you cannot be too safe,” Bish
noted. “We've gone through all of the
runge safedy procedures over and over
again. We won' tquit until we've left here
with all of the missiles fired and every
soldier safe.

“The zoldiers have dooe a oreal job
adapting to the transition of coming from
Ohio to the heat of Texas,” he added.

Sgt. Michael Billups, an Alpha Bailery
team chief foran Avenger firing unit, said
it was necessary for the soldiers to per-
formi in an unforgiving climale.

“The heat is tough, but you have 1o be
phle o work in this beat,™ he msisited.
“There mre Iods of places in the workd
where we could be deploved that ane just
ke this ... or worse™
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