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M ‘The conditions are as
bad or worse than they
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By MSgt. Bob Haskell
and SFC Erle Wedeking
Nationnd Guard Bureau

rmed with shovels, yellow

hardhats and fire-resistant jack-

ets, Mational Guard troops from
severnl western states marched off o help
hadthe the nntion's worse wilkdfires in mone
than a decade,

From Montana to Califormia, where
black belicopters have been
painied with hot-pink rucing
siripes to make them easier to
see in smoky, mouniainous ier-
in, Army and Air Guard
troops who live out West have
once again returmed to fight-
img wildfires during the sum-
mer. 11 is a sont of cottage in-
dustry for civilian pilots who
aleo fly pircrall that can haul
witer and chemical retardant.

There's a lot more of that
work this sumimer becanse the
fires began burning at a record
pace about a month early and
because the two hotest and
driest months, August and Sep-
tember, have just begun. It is
said to be the summer of the
perfect storm for wildfires.

By August’s second week,
peardy 1,000 Army Guard sol-
diers and more than 200 Air
Guardmembers were reinforcing ex-
hassted civilian firefighters and federal
and state resources with shovels and heli-
copters and six C-130 chemical dispers-
ing planes in 10 states, Nearly 500 were
an duty in Montana.

“The conditions are as bad of worse
than they were in 1910, said Fred Nacher,
spokesman for Montana's Disaster and
Emergency Services. “We are looking at
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11 states on Aug. T, The 3.9 million ncres,
gn area larger than Conneclicut, which
had been scorched across the nation had
easily surpassed the 10-vear average of 2
million bumed acres for that time of year,
reporied the Notional Interagency Fire
Center in Boise, Idaho.

"We've been out for two weeks, and
there™s no end in sight,” said Califomia
CWO4 Don Knutson, @ 3rd Battalion,
140th Avintion Chincok pilot oot of Snock-
ton. He then lifted off with a 1,300-gallon
Bambi bucket to douse hotspots near the

FIRE BRIGADE - Montana Army Guard
SFC Eddy White (above) leads a fire crew
off the line. A California Guard Chinook
{right) gets water to dump on a forest fire.

Sequoin National Forest ot the southern
end of the Sierra Mevada Mountains.
Nearly 73,000 acres of that forest had
been ravaged.

B See WILDFIRES, page 5
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Good Neighbor
1 found Canadian Gordon Sinelair's

commentary aboul America being ‘the
Goodd Neighbor a refreshing change of
pace; particularly since he's nol an
American.

I am, like Mr, Sinclair, nnaceustomed
1o positive commentary from any quar-
ter of the global press where the United
States is concerned. OF course, what
could be expected when our own presi-
dent apologizes wo foreign governments
with regularity for our successes. The
self deprecating, apologist, stance em-
braced by the current admindstration
only lemds credence to those who would
detract from all the good that America
represents.

Thank you Mr. Sinclair.

Michael Phillips
S Charles, NI

Recruiting Support

I have just saw your cartoon lin The
On Guard, 1 do not quite understand
the point that you are trying 1o make
with it. I have been 4 field recruiter for
three years, and have never pulled a
stunt like what you are showing ... a
Guard recruiter attempting to enlist a
sedal into the Navy S.EALS.

Have you ever been a recruiter?
Have you ever asked a recrufier whai ii
s like to be a recruiter? | think if you
ask anyone in the recruiting command
what we go through, then you might

I all of the professional recruiters for the

understand our life wnd realize that not
all of us do those kinds of things.

The larger part of the recruiting force
makes it by hard work, integrity and
honesty. We are out there every single
day fighting for our respect. and the
futre of the National Guard ... And
then Lo see someone in our own paper
disrespect ws. How am [ 1o take thar?

You should not degrade us. How
about just saying thank you,
S5gt. Jeffrey V. White
Mineis Natiors! Geard

Sealing the Deal

F'am writing in response to the June
“‘Guardioons.” T have been an Army
National Guard recruiter for the past 10
years. | found the cartoon very offen-
sive.

I'am sure that somewhere there are
recruiters who would stoop to this kind
of recruiting tactic — enlisting a scal
into the Navy S.EALS,

However, in my tenure, | have never
seen this happen. Most, if not all of my
counterparts thit | have worked with or
come in contact with from various
stales, do nol practice basiness this
way. We take pride in the fact that we
are up front and honest with our sol-
diers,

This cartoon does not shed a good
light on our profession, It is a smear 1o
those of us who take our jobs seriously.
I am prowd of the fact that [ have been
given the responsibility 10 shape the
face of the futwre for the Army National
Giaard,

The O Grard and the cartoonist owe
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National Guard an apology. If there are
recruiters out there who attempt 1o
recruit people through false pretenses,
they will not be recrufters very long,
Honesty provides longevity in this

SFC David Novak
Pemnavivania Nationa! Guard

Editor's Note: We sincerely apolo-
gize to those recruiters offended by the
suggestion thar those in their business
wanld attempt to enlist a seal into that
elite Neaval urit.

Reclaiming Carson

A short eomment regarding a Ne-
braskans elaim that Johnny Carson
hailed from the Combnsker Stote.

The writer should not ke every
artiche to heart in regard 10 Johnny
Carson being from Nebraska, Although
Johnny Carcon was raised in Noefolk,
Neb., he was bomn in Coming, lowa.

So technically speaking, Johnny Carson

15 from Towa,
James Hayworth
T Narional Guard

Lemers Poucy:

‘Latters to the Editor are subject
lo editing for space and style con-
siderations.

FAX your letters to DSM 327-
3686 or (703) 607-3686

e-mall address is:

malthaned & ngb.ang.af.mil

By Lyle Farguhar

“100-Hour War' my Aunt Fannie! It was darn near five days.”
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4 IN THE NEWS

m Twister Assisters m Armory Additions = Degree Deals

Minnesotans restore calm after tornado

B Twister Assisters: Nearly 150
soldiers called up to help prevent

looting, clean-up Granite Falls

By Spe. Anna Lewlckl
Minnesora National Giand

hosly after a tornado claimed a life and daimaged
meare than 350 homes in Granite Falks, Minn., 1st

SgL Lee Simmons, no stranger to disaster relief,
surveyed the sobering aftermnh.

"It was really sad to see people standing in front of
their bomes erying.” said Simmons, the top enlisted man
for the Redwood-based Company C, 682nd Engineer
Battalion. “They had lost everything.

It was very gratifying to be able 1o help.

Simmons was ane of nearly 150 Gopher State Army

the Rosemooni-based

34th Military Police Company called-up by Ciov. Jesse
Ventura to provide security, traffic contrel and clean-up
debis, after a funncl cloud touched down shortly after 6
P, July 18, damaging a 40-block area.

“We gat there about three hours after it happened,”
Simmons said. “The community was very gracious
when we showed up, especially the emergency disaster
relief folks. They remembered the flood of "97 when the
National Guard played a huge part in helping the com-
fmunity.

Photo by Spe. Anna Lawickl

CLEAN UP - Sgt. Michael Hauth, a member of
tha Minnesota Army Guard’s Company C, 682nd
Engineer Battallon, loads fallen tree limbs Into
the back of a SEE vehicle.

“They were happy we were there again,” he added.

Working side-by-side with civilian volunteers, 682nd
engineers made use of two Smull Excavation Equipment
vehicles 1o haul the branches and other debris.

“When we first got there [ could see things like check-
books, insurance forms, bank statements and tax permits
scaftered across town, Insulation was everywhere,” re-
ported the 682nd"s Sg1. Andrew Nielsen. *You could see
how everything had been turmed upside down,™

Those outside the clean-up area peered theough the
military police barricades 10 see if their houses were ssill

B See TORNADO, Page 4
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Full-time manning beefed up at Army Guard armories

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nerional Guard Bureaun

ore Army MNational Guard

ANMDorics acmss America

will be open for business
every working day and will be better
siaffied after the 2001 defense authe-
rizution bill is signed into low now
that the L5, Senate has accepted an
nmendment o beel up full-time
EAnning.

Mevada Sen. Richard Bryan de-
livered the news af the amendment's
success to delighied Mational Guard
leaders recently during a Twilight
Tatioo reception at the Fort McMair
Officers Club in Washington, D.C.

*That amendment is going 1o be
accepied on the Depariment of De-
fense Authorization Bill which [Vir-
ginia] Sen. [John] Warner is
shepherding through the Senate this
very evening,” Bryan promised,

Bryan is co-chairman of the

senate’s Mational Guard Caucus with
Missouri Sen. Christopher Bond.,

Both endorsed the amendmen that
would allocate $38 million 1o pro-
widle an additional 526 Active Guard
and Reserve soldiers and 771 techni-
cians to the Armmy Guard's full-time
stafl.

“The hard-working men and
women of our National Guard who
mun our armones and soppon and
train members of the Guard are criti-
cal to overall unit rendiness and qual-
iy of life,” they stuled in a recent
letter to Senate colleagues.

“The increassd operating tempo
of recent years, coupled with in-
creased relisnce on the Guard, is
having a debilitating affect on mo-
rale and unit readiness,” the letter
added. “Suppornt for full-time man-
ning sends the strong and unequivo-
cal message thal readiness remains a
lop prisrity,”

Maj. Gen. Roger Schulte, Army

Guard director, has frequenily ex-
pressed concern that the Army Guand
does not have enough full-time, ac-
tve-duty soldiers to keep all of the
nation's armorics open every day,

The amendment, according 1o the
senators” lefter, will reinforce the
Army Guard’s elfons 1o schieve a
todal full-time force of 23,500 Active
Guard and Reserve soldiers and
25,500 technicinne,

“The fomilies of these full-time
employees will be experiencing less
stress because of the iremendous
work load that would be accurring in
those facilities,” retired Maj. Gen.
Richard Alexander, executive direc-
tor of the National Guard Associa-
ticn of the United States, 1odd Bryan.

“The readiness will be improved
tremendously because of your ef-
forts in placing us on an upward
mmp in the area of full-time man-
ning in our srmories,” Alexander
added,
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standing amicst the rubble.

In ene of the neighborhoods
that had been evacuaied, ihe
Dinesen family of five st huddled
on their porch.

They had retumed home dur-
ing the night, but 12-vear-old Man
and his brother Byvan, 9, were
home alone when the sirems had
sounded.

“Afierward, when | come out
of the basemeni and looked into
the back yard, I was homified,”
Mt recalled.

The Dineson family was fonu-
naie. Aside from o few broken
windows and shingles, their home
was inact. Surrounding them,
however, was evidence of mass
destruction.

“I’s hard to Feel lucky, of be
happy. when some of our neigh-
bors have nothing bedt,” said Terr
Dinesen, wiping her eyes.

Many familics in Granite Falls
didn’t have a home to returm Lo,

It really hit ve this moming
when we saw it,” said Vemn
Schewe as be stood on his lown
staring at his living room. Only
onewall, partally standing, made
it throagh the dorm.

Schewe and his wife, Donna,
ook shelier in their basemend
during the iomado,

"Ti sounded terrible. We could
bear glass breaking, lumber crack-
ing ind the roof leaving. Then we
could hear the sides of the house
coming off.,” he said,

In another area of wwn, Todd
Reishias wiig in his basement when
iz house was lifted off the foun-
dation and set back down again,

“You conld just feel the sue-
tion in the house. [t made nmy ears
pop,” be said, “The noise was
worse than any train.”™

The sight of Minnesota Guard-
members al work, however,
sounded a returm (0 a more serene
time. Their contributions, nofed
Li. Col. Gary Sigfrinius, direcior
of the state’s mililary suppon,
wizre i lost on residents of CGiran-=
ite Falls.

“It was obvious the soldiers
were a huge help. | heard a num-
ber of people commenting on
that.” Sigitinius said. “One lady
brought out homemade cookies
and coffee and put it on the hood
of a "Humvee' with a Hutle node
that said, *Thanks for coming.”

“That kind of reception,” he
acdded, *mnkes itall wonthwhile,”™

Bl 0vGuwo

Academy unveils statue amid change

By MSgt. Bob Husskell
National Guard Rureau

he guest of honor did nol hove 1o

say a word because many others

said lots of good things aboul the
Minuteman, the symbol of the National
Guard and one of this country’s enduring
militery icons, in Knoxville, Tenn

A 6-foot Minuteman statue, resolutely
grasping his mosket and walking away
from his plow, was dedicated 1o all past
and future Noncommissioned Officer
Academy graduates dur-
ing a significant mom-
ing at the .G, Brown Air
National Guard Training
and Education Center.

The center’s NCOD
Academy also got o new
commandant, CMSgt.
Arthwir Hafiner IT1, and bid
& tearful farewell to his
predecessor, CMSgt.
Jenny Smith, who retired
after more than 24 years
in unifiorm,

Michigan Air Guard
TSgi. Jeffrey Badalow
became the 1,000th siu-
dent to graduste from the
NOO Academy s satellite program that
makes it possible for students 1o do nsos
of the four-month program’ s course work
at their home onits pcross the country
ithanks fo o sophisticated satellite com-
munications sysiem,

Ini all, 93 Air Guord and 12 Air Force
Reserve mid-level NCOs graduated from
the 15th class that has been tanght via
satellite. It is the Air Force’s first satel-
lite-delivered professional military edu-
cathon course,

The day, however, belonged to the
Minuteman, the education center’s new

silent sentinel thot now looks scross the
education center’s campus from a pedes-
1al next to the administration building.

“It is enduring as a symbol because o
the Matienal Guard people it represents,”
siated Brig. Gen. Panl Kimmel, the
107,000-member Air Guand”s chief oper-
ating officer,

“You have a beritage to live up io,” he
told the NCO Academy gradumtes. "You
have taken a sacred omth, and you have an
obligation 1o lead. Those of us who wear
the stars and the eagles understand one

“This stanue is famous because it repre-
sents the originnl militiamen wheo first
riged the call for liberty nt Lexington and
Concord,” Burris observed. It is a heroic
sculpiure, for it is an ordinary subject, a
commen citizen, about 1o take on a heroic
tnsk.

“For your partin the continuing strugple
for frecdom; for your sacrifice,” he added,

Smith relinquished the Nag as the NCO
Academy’s commandant to Hafmer dig-
ing on emotional ceremony later in the

moing and retired af-

Pholos by MSgl. Bob Hasked
ACADEMY ADDITIONS—CMSgt. Arthur Hafner lll (left) recently
becama the Alr Guard NCO Academy's commandant, The 6-
foot Minuteman statue overlooks the center's campus.

ihing as we gel alder. The NCOs run the
Alr Force.”

The hronse-colored statue is
fiberglass and cost 56,500, It is a gift from
the Air Guard's NCO Academy Graduate
Association that raised the money from
privale donations, explained a spokes-
person [or the center.

Col. Richard Burris, the (raining and
education center’s commander, thanked
the association for its gift e the AirGuard
installation thai began training noncom-
missioned officers in July 1968 and that
has trained officers since 1971,

ter serving in the Ajr
Force and Air Guarsd
since December 1975,

smith joined the
training and education
center’s staff in Knox-
ville i Movember 15592
and has directed the sait-
ellite NCO course. She
has been the comman-
dant since lost Novem-
Iser.

Hafner, a Vietnam
veteran who orgimally
joined the Army in
1968, is the academy's
ninth cormimandant, He
is 54. He joined the Tennessee Air Guard
m 1977 ondd won the academic achieve-

NCO Academy’s resident course n 1982,

Halner has served al the Air Guard's
Readiness Center at Andrews AFB, Md.,
since March 1991, and was chief of the
Personmel nnd Training Directorabe"s Edu-
cation Branch for more than seven years.

“I will do my best to live up o the
tegacy forged ot this academy by all of the:
commandants from Chiel Paul Lankford
[the first commandant] to Chiefl Smith,”
Hafner promised,

THE ON GUARD
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“Theideaisiodumpihe water
from 50 feet at 50 knots for the
greatest effect,” said Knutson.

Battalion officials said their
six utility Black Hawk helicop-
ters and four heavy-hauling Chi-
nooks had dropped 821,000 gal-
lons directly onto flames o in
fromt of ground crews working
gight major fires and many
smaller blazes from the Oregon
border to south of Los Angeles.

Black Hawk crews camied
660-gallon buckets and few
hundreds of firsfighters from
base cumps 1o the edge of the
fires at altitudes up 109 300 fest,
said SPC 1) Moore, who was
directing flight operations from
the mountain resort town of
Eemville.

*The fires crowl upthe side of
aridge undil they reach the crest,
then they get a fresh source of
oxygen and explode like an
atomic bomb,” MMoore marveled.
“They even produce a mush-
oo icboud,”

The number of acres burned
und the tons of water and Name
retardant flown into the domes-
ti¢ comibat missbons were almost
impossible to count.

“It grows by ihe hour,” said
Macher, S0 does the Mational
CGiuard’s resolve.

The force ranges from Viet-
nam vetcrans such as s Califor-
nia CWOZ2 Rancy Weatherhead,
& Black Hawk pilot who flew
Hueeys in Vietnam 30 years ago,
1o Spc. Paul Benedick, 26, 2
crew chief who wentinto Bosnia
with the first wave ol UL 5. peace-
keeping troops in December
1995,

Benedick was sworn in for his
second two-year hilch in the
California Guard on Aug. &while
on duty in Kernville, afew miles
from the Sequosa fire.

The aviators are both casual

Photo by G5gt. Jack Holl

OMN DUTY - Montana Army
Guard Spc. Robert Hous-
ton feels for a hotspot left
by a wildfire in the Helena
Mational Forest.

and coutious aboul what they
do,

“It" s harardous because you're
operaling ol maximum gross
weight all of the time,” said
Weatherhead, the 126th Medi-
cal Company’s aviation safety
officer in Sacramento, “Tt's hae-
ardous because you're opernt-
ing in the fire and smoke, be-
cause you're flying all the time
soyou gel fatigued, and because
there’s somuch air raffic around
the fires.

“Mo ope is shooling &1 you,
but it's still a lot like combat,™
added Wentherhead during his
third fire-fighting season. “Ev-
ery fire has its moments.”

Two hundred ground grunds
were pressed inio mop-up duty
in western Montana. They got
two days of nigorous training by
.5, Forest Service instructors
ai Fort Harrison near Helenaand

joined a fire-fighting force of
4,60

Chher Guoard soldiers set up
base camps, transported equip-
mient and supplies and helped
law enforcers control traffic in
the fire belt that stretches from
Canada to Mexico,

“It's been all right, but it's
preity itreacherous on these
mountaing with the loose rocks.
5o your have io be careful,” said
Momtana's 15t Battalion, 163rd
Infantry Spe. Brandon Garneau,
while enduring choking smoke
and high heat and humidity in
the Helena Mationn] Forest,

Thedirty mop-upjobinvalved
snumngauthuupm:mlhslmv
els and digging out smoldering
tree trunks to keep the fire from
MNaring up again.

“The Guard's leadership and
discipline were there from the
beginning, %0 they cagght on
pretty quickly to the fire-fight-
g lactics,” sald Forest Service

strike team leader Matt Butler.

“They free up our négular
firefighters to move on to other
high pricrity fires,” explained
Wacher. *1 find these National
Guard troops to be highly ener-
gized, professional and & joy to
waork with."

*These are our neighbors go-
ing oul there saving our lives,

gaving our land and saving the
state of Montana,™ praised Lt.
Gov. Judy Martz,

For most, it goes with the ter-
ritory of belonging to the Guard,

“It’s a busy time of year at the
ice cream plant where 1 work,
bast iy emiployers said "Go ahead
and be safe." | guess duty calls,”
shrugged Spe. Wayne Hard, a

miedic whose infantry outfit had
recently finished its two weeks
of annual training,

Dty kept calling into August
of this hot wildfire summer.

“Guardmembers continue o
el in to velunteer,” said Mon-
tana Army Guard Maj. Joe Fos-
ter. “The list is growing every
howr.”

e ON GUARD
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Texas Black Hawk crew
lands aboard the USS
Constellation

Finding their
SEA LEGS

By SFC Brenda Benner
Texax National Graand

Iving military aircrafi re-
Fquirﬂ high-octone confi-

dence; o confidence that
omsiders sometimes mistake for
cockiness. Even among the close
fratermity of aviators who wage
war from the sky, there's a subtle
rivalry.

But the one thing most pilots
will admit, whether their wings
are Army silver or Navy gold, is
that it tkes guts o land military
arrcraft on a heaving sieel Night
deck o it rides the ocean'’s waves.

Cmee the private domain of Navy and
Marine Corps aviators, the challenging
world of aircraft camriers is rapidly be-
coming an environment Army pilots must
learn to negotiale.

Black Hawk pilots und crew members
from the Texas Army Guard recenily
expericnced first-hand the basics of car-
rier landings and the special challenges off
life aboard the USS Constellation during
0 Joint Shipboard Helicopter Integration
Process, or JSHIP, test off the coast of

The Texas soldiers irained [or two
weeks under the guidance of Mavy and
Army avisdors and program evalusbors -
and under the curious, watchful eyes of
the carrier's crew,

The Guiard soldiers “flew” simlsiors,
practiced wiler-survival skills in s swim-
ming pool, and bacame comfortable land-
ing on Constellation s movine trgeiof a
deck — even in darkness,

Recent L. 5. joint and combined op-
erations, including those under the aus-
peces of the United Mations and NATO,
have demonstrated an increased depen-
dency on LS, Mavy vessels, pnd Army

CWO3 Philippe A, Catoire, who evalu-
ales joint operations training, said thai
misskons are becoming more complex.,

“Umfndcmwmﬂ:hnumullnﬂmﬂrd
Missions, ml_lml Armmy, Navy or Air
Force operations,” Catoire said, “That
means all forces must be capable of work-
ing tisgether,”

Bul considering the enormous variety
of high-tech military equipment, proce-
dures, tactics — and branch-specific jar-
gon — operational deficiencies are likely
b0 exist.

The Deparimcnt of Defense is explor-
ing & merw approach to this challenge with
JSHIP.

Created in the summer of 1998, the
four-year-long Joint Test and Evaluation
Force program will study the inter-
operability of all branches of service as
they internet with naval operations. While
crews from across the active and reserve
components of all the services are partici-
pating, Army Guard units are ofien more
likely 1o be available or in close geo-
graphical proximity for the tests.

Thi program cvaluates safety amd com-
patibility of helicopters with ships, and

Phaios by SFC Branda Benner

provides all-inclusive procedures and
training for both the embarking units and
the host ship's crew. Lesions learned will
drive the rewriting of feld manunls and
related publications conceming training
and doctrine.

A major goal is o increase operational
readiness and operational fexibility
within joamE service missions,

Catoire, the JSHIP program”s compat-
ibility dhivision chicf, not only shares his
knowledge of shipboard operations with
Army pilois and crews, but also encour-
ages feedback from everyone invalved.

"There are many unique dongers with
landing on a floating airport, especially
when it docsn™t have normal airport rules
or procedures,” he gaid, “MNon-Navy pi-
Inds miust also get sccustomed to the se-
vere wind turbulence coming off these
superstrictures — it's difficult for even
sepsoned pilols to master.”

Coire said one of JSHIP” s goals is nol
enly o delenmine what it takes for an-
edber service s aireraft to land on a vessel,
but also what il tkes (0 mainiain the
aircraft and conduct operations.

Cdr. Bret Gary, JSHIP s Navy depuaty

ROCKIN® the BOAT -

Navy aircraft director tluﬂ:u
guides a Texas Army Guard
Black Hawk onto the deck
of the USS Consieliation.
CWOS5 Terry Kennemer

(opposite) inspects a Black
Hawk In Constellation's

hanger bay.

test director from Patuxent River
Maval Air Statbon, M., said that
the need for the JSHIP program
grew out of experiences in Haiti,
Grenada, Panama and Somalin

e of JSHIP's goals, he siid,
ks o document lessons and make
therm available tothe war fighters
for use in crisis situations.

“We had Air Force and Army
special operations helicopters
deployed from our ships in the
past,” said Gary, ““We found that
il was nol as easy & just landing
on the ships. The Navy uses dif-
fenentequipment for refueling and
maintenance, different proce-
dures and lingo, and the UUH-60
Black Hawk helicopters, for ex-
ample, were not designed for sea
operalions.

“Oince we solve the interservice
compatibility shomcomings, it
will become much easier for joint
s.cn-lmmp,n [uirnmﬂﬁ,g:!ﬂ

Fjghun,g r.‘ruuhmllnd:nmmda
different kinds of aviation asseis
than the Navy possesses.

“There are pob enough Navy
helicoplers to perform lnrge-scale
combai assaulis,” said Col. James
Looney, the Texas National
Cruard's stide aviation officer.
“We are writing tactics to get all
of our modernized helicoplers — includ-
ing Apaches, Chinooks and, eventually,
Comanches — onto the smaller amphibi-
pus carriers a5 well, That' s the way we're
going 1o get to the fight.”

Many Armmy avistors will eventually
have abrcraft carrier landing bragging
rights, but uniil then the CH-47 pilods and
crewmembers from the Texas Guond's
Company G, 14%th Aviation, canclaimto
be among the first.

The Chinook crews experienced their
own ISHIP training off the Virginia coast
aboard the USS Saipan last November,

S5gt. Lisa Webh, acrew chicf for Com-
pany A, &49h Aviation Batialion, said
she knows of few .ﬁ.m'qr aviators who gel
this kind of nity. Webb has twice
the bragging rights — she landed on an
aircraft carrier years ago while Mying
with the 228th Avision Batalion in
Panuma.

“1 feel special, in a way, because we’re
paving n new road for joint services 1o
work together,” she said. “We're setting
the stzmitards and modifying the way we
operate ahoard ships.”

Webb guided the maintenance crews
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SEA SPRAY - Texas Army
Guard 55gt. Lisa Webb, a Black
Hawk crew chief, cleans the
salt from the cockpit windows
prior to a mission.

through “blade-folding" procedures, in
which the rotor blades are repositioned,
overlapping one another over the tail of
the helicopter.

Unlike some Navy helicopters, which
have power-operaled blade-folding ca-
pabilities, the Black Hawk' s rotor assem-
blics must be partially disazsembled.

Blade folding allows more helicopters
to fit in the tight confines of carrier decks
und hanger bays.

Earlier, the witer-hazard-training poe-
tion of the program provided o much
more intense leaming experience, Dur-
ing thetraining. Mlight crewmembers were
suspended wpside down in the training
pool while breathing from small bottles
of compressed air and exhaling (hrough
their noses.

“] mist have gotten six gallons of
water up my nose,” sald Capl. Robent
Gale, a Black Hawk pilot, “I1°s impos-
sible to avoid it. Everything else was
‘cake’ compared to the pool.”

The grand finale is the “dunker,” a
barrel-shaped mock-up of a helicopter
fuselage. In this training., crews are
strapped into the simulator, which is
dropped into the pool. Then they must
wail -- as the fuselage rolls upside down
and sinks — before executing their evacu-
alion procedurcs,

The training difficulty is magnified
when wearing blackout goggles inachieve
a “blind™ evacuation.

“The water hazard lrmm.n;g; is an eye-
opener for everyone.” Webb said. "It
makes s think about how we'll react if
we hit the water, This training is critical.”

For W05 Terry Kennemer, the Texas
Army Guard's aviation safety and
standandization officer, the water-survival
training - required for shipboard oper-
fipns - was a first.

“It's not casy,” said Kennemer, “Tt
takes a Job of effon o jump off a iower
with 40 pounds of Mlight gear strapped (o
us and swim the required 100 yards with
it. The gear itsell docsn't float. This cer-
tainly builds our confidence.”

According (o Gary, the Texas aviators
adapied to the world of Navy aviation
very quickly.

“] see no difference between the Na-
{ional Guard units and the regular Army
units we've trained with,” he said. “They
proved they could operate in this new and
challenging environment.”
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Airmen from an lllinois Air Guard airlift wing deployed to
Fort Irwin, Calif., to provide Army infantrymen air support

Eyes on the
GROUND

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nattowal Cruard Burean

henoncommissioned officer wear-

ing helmet and goggles and stand-

ing in the command turmet beside a
S0-caliber machine gun looked very much
ithe soldier as an armored personnel car-
rier bounced across the Mojave Desert.

Bui the stripes on his comouflage sleeve
gave him sway, They were Air Force
bl

MSgi. Steve Salander, 32, was nol one
of the Army Mational Guard soldiers un-
dergoing 10 1ough days of combat train-
ing with South Carolina's 213th Mecha-
nized Infantry. Brigade af the
Army"s Nationnl Training
—the oven-hot end -- of Cali-
fornia.

Salander fived in the desert
for all 10 days because of his
Tull-time job with the Air Na-
tional Guoand,

He hangs owi with Armmy
Gaard infaniry cutfits quite a
lot a5 @ team chief with the
Mlineis Adr Guard's 169th Asr
Support Operations Squadron
in Peoria. Close air soppod 15
the 14-vear Air Guand vet-
eran’s and the squadron s busi-

His tactical air control panty incloded
Sri. Jose Acevedo, Jlake Fraderand Chiris
Gosch. All three are college studenis.
South Carolinn Army Guard Sgt. Steve
Legette, o high school fostball coach,
drove the anmored personnel casrier,

Adr Guard Capl. Mark Chapman was
the liaison officer working with the infan-
try battalion’s command staff.

The mission involved driving to high
points as close as possible to the torgeis
and talking to the fighter pilots on radios
mounted in the tracked vehicle,

“We don't go 1o the highest point, be-
couse we don'twant the cnemy tosee us,”
Salander explained. “We look for o place
where we can hide and still see the largels
and waich the fighters.”

The Air Guard squadron gets lots of
practice, Salander said, because it sup-
ports Army Guard infantry brigmsdes based
in South Caroling, Mew York and Indiana
and an armored cavalry regiment in Ten-
nessee. It has recently added two Special
Forces groups to its clientele.

Team deployments io the Balkans are
not uncommon. Members of the 169th

S HELP from BELOW - lllincls Alr Guard

Salander's team of five en-
listed men had the job of di-
recting low-flying Air Force
F-16 jet fighters io enemy tar-
geis on the battlefield for the
|51 Batalion, 118th Infantry,
ome of the South Caroling enhanced
brigade’s mancuver wmits.

*The job is to guide the fighters sothey
get thizir bombs on target withowt hilting
friendly forces,” explained Salander. “1t"s
interesting work.”

Ii's also gritty grunt work that most
people do not associmte with anvone af-
filinted with the Air Force. Fighter pilots,
however, need eves on the ground when
they go tactical, Who better, Salander
expluined, than others in blus.

Twenty-two members of the Illinois
squadnon were attached to the brigade for
its three weeks of iraining at Fort Irwin,
Salander expluined.

MSgt. Steve Salander, a member of a Peoria-
based 182nd Alrlift Wing squadron, ensured
Army Infantry units got air support at the
National Training Center.

will spend three weeks in Bosnia next
surmmer, Salander said.

The squadron’ s tacticnl contrallers imin
to direct the fire of atsck helicoplers,
ficld artillery and maval guns, Most of
their work, however, is with jet fighters,
Solander explained.

Even though members of the 169th are
not in the infantry, they have to use infan-
Iry tactics to survive and dotheir job. And
they have 1o live with the infaniry, hardly
& comfortable way of living.

However, they take it in good-natured
siride.

Chaipped Fraxber; [ poined the Adr Force
il they senl e 1o the Armmy.”

Bl 0vGuwo [

Nearly 5,000 Guard-
members take on the
National Training Cen-
ter, Mojave Desert

15 hard to hold people’s feet o

the fire when hot sand is buming

through their boots, The U5,
Army, however, does just that at its
National Training Center in the hursh
Muojave Desert that blankets
Californin’s southem end.

You don't believe it? Ask several
thousand Mational Guard soldiers
who spent July®s finnl three wecks
enduring intimidating 115-degree
days while the Army put Soath
Carolina's mechanized 2181k Bri-
gade Combat Team through (s paces
on 1,000 square miles of planet

carih’s mnst onforgiving real esiate,
Fort Irwin, Calif. I's pext door to
Dieath Valley.

Ten years afier the Persian Gulf
War, the 218th is part of Army's
2dah Infantry Division. It is consid-
ered a clazsic case of how closely
active and reserve compopents ang
now serving together. And the bri-
gade will send citizen-soldiers to
Bosnia in two years, The iraining in
ihe deser, therefore, was not laken
lightly, :

Oh, you say, it's o dry heat. Yeah,
sure. Tell that 1o the nearly 5,000
Guardmembers who fought four
menming training battles during 10
days in “The Box™ against the 1 Ith

fort's dominating opposing force,
while being monitored day and night
by 405 observer-controllers.

Tell it to the nearly 2,000 more
citizen-soldicrs in the Palmetto State

‘Task Force that helped pull off what

was considered the largest
deployment in National Guard his-
tory. Hey, hot is hot.

B The only shade from the mid-
day sun were steel trocks and tanks,
tents and camoullage netting thal
were only slightly cooler than your

OWe.

B The hillowing sand stripped
paint off helicopter blades, and front
edpes of rear rotars had o be
touched up after every flight. Clean-
ing carburelors was also critical.

B Troops drank enoogh water and
Cintorade 1o fill Lake Superior, and
12 pounds of ice for cach cilizen-
salder were hauled fo the field every
day to fill the coolers and chill the
food. One day’s ice allotment totaled
30 1o0ns..
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B Shaving ot dawn when the teni-
perature wis a mere 70 and enting
warmed ficld rations before sunset
were the highlights of most days,

Then there were the after-action
reviews,

“This is whoi we think vou did
wrong.” “How would you fix this?"
", you locked pretty good over
here, but what were your people doing
over there ™ The evaluntors bored in
as if they were teaching at MIT.

That & the level of truining in the
four Ts — T + Termain, Tim-
ing amd the home Team - that the
Army’s armr and mechanized infan-
iry brigades get at the National Train-
ing Center. The Guard soldiers from
Souith Caroling apd more than 20

mppm:n;.-imu were nol spared the

Nu one asked for quaner,

“I've never seen anything like this
before,” gasped North Caroling aril-
lery 5g1. Dale Leonard while shaking
fine gand ot of his rifle and
a5 his gritty guard post was being
assaulied by encmy armr,

Photos by MSg1. Bob Haskell

*This is like sticking vour feet in
fowr,” added Leonard, a civilian long-
haul trucker. 1 didn"e say [ liked i1,
but it's good training,”

Li. Col. Greg Bans, commander of
South Carolina’s 1+ Banalion, 1 18th
Infantry, the brigade's force of Brad-
ley Fighting Viehicles, said there's no
other substifuie.

*“There is no betier way 1o replicue
the fog of war than here af the Ma-
ticnal Training Center,” he sudd.

“To quote the post commander,
Army units don't get trained-up here.
Units leave here ready to train,” added
Batts, o special operations police lieu-
tenant from Charleston,

Tt was o critical three weeks for the
brigade based in Newberry, 5.C., that
spent two years prepaning for its $21-
million, first full-scale traiming rofa-
tiom on the West Coast.

The 218th is one of three Ammy
Guard enhanced maneuver brigades
that make up the Army s 24th Infantry
Division, headquartered at Fort Riley,
Eam. Tt was reactivated in June 19549,
The two other brigades are located in

Morth Carolina and Georgia,

And the South Carolina br-
gade communded since March
by Brig, Gen. Earl Brown, a 53-
veur-old civilian pharmacist,
rriast supply sbowt S0 mecha-
nized infantry and armor troops
fior six months of peacekecping
duty in Bosnin beginming in
October 2002,

*This NTC rotation is mighty
critical, It"s important b all of
our soidiers,” acknowledged
Brown, who left the Air Foroe in 1973
and joined the brigade as a lieutenant
when his father, Joscph Brown Jr.,
wiks the commuonding pencral.

‘What bas the 218th lezmed in Cali-
formia?

*“We will now know what the Army
standard is for training and perfor-
mance,” Brown said, “We will ke
home the knowledae and reference
points for mobilizing and deplaying.

“We will know that pulting a bri-
gade combat team on the ground and
performing misskons as we have here
in the kst several weeks i n very
difficul process, panticulardy when
you consider we have 23 stales repre-
sented here,™

Seven Apache attack helicopiers
from Idaho and a close air support
team from the Hlimois Adr Matiopal
Guard, 10 guide F-16 fighters to thelr
targeds, were smong o multitede of -
units that the brigade had to get o
know and employ. Morth Carolina
troops led the seven-staie aviation tnak
fonce of 373 citizen-solders and 23

helicopiers.

* July’s founth Saturday

DESERT WARRIORS - A South Carolina Army Guard
Bradiey Fighting Vehicle crew from the 1st Battalion,
1igth infantry negotiates irwin's challenging terrain.

The exercing involved moch mone
than 10 days of combat training.

Muore than 1,800 tanks, fighting
vehicles and other picces of equipment
were hanked cross coundry on 175

~ruilroad cars and 25 trucks: The ve-

hicles wens unloaded in Yenmo, Calif,
and convoyed across ihe desen 1o Fort
Irwin during two weeks,

Who was interested? Everybody
who i enybody in the Army, includ-
ing the Chief of Staff, Gen. Eric
Shinseki.

“You're 1o be congratulmied for the
improvements this brigade has made
during this rolation,™ he told Brown
mnd the brigade’s bone-tired =tail on
afternoon, The
218th had fought its third batile in six
days that mormni

“Recognizing the sitaation and
miking the transitions. is the an of the
business,” Shinseki 101d the citizen-
soldiers, "Tomormow will be a better
d-l-:'..“‘

I the days were not all good, they
wene an adventure in survival, said an
armored personnel carmier driver from
Charleston, 5.C.

“This gives you the chance 1o ¢s-
cape from the complexities of life and
gel out here and live very basically,
Most people never get the chance lo
do that,” said Sgi. Steve Legelte, a
1997 Citadel praduste who has be-
come 4 high school physical education
teacher and foothall cosch,

*“If you get ice and a hot meal, your
day is made,” Legetie addexd, *Ti
makes you appreciate what you have
when you go home.™
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{ SPORTS

B Nevada Enockout

B Marksmen on Turgat

B Three-time Champ:
Nevada airman impres-

Gilbert scores KO in pro debut

sive in and out of ring

By A1C Timothy Glynn
Mevadn Natiomal Guard

Mevada Afr Guard transporia-

tion apprentice took motivation,

dedication and discipline another
step s he slugged his way to victory in his
prefessional boxing debut.

AlC Joseph 5. “Joey™ Gilbern, athree-
time NCAA national boxing champion
and member of the 152nd Aerial Pori
Flight, knocked out Mexico's Miguel
Lopez in the sécond round at Harmh's
Reno Resort

“Everything feli different,” said Gil-
bert, the 2 Nevadn Golden Gloves
champion, of his st pro fight. “You
havwe mo idea what it feels fike”

A graduate of the University of Nevada
in Reno, Gilbert realized he was in for o
baithe when Lopes tagped his broken nose,
an old battle wound that can only be
healed through surgery, in the Tirst rownd,

“When you gét caught, you have io

muake it book like you didn't get caught,”
he said, *“That first roand was just fdicu-
lous.

*1 weas tald that I was favoring the right
hand, but that's just inexperience,” he
added,

When the second round began, Gilbent's
firsi-time pro jitlersiook a back seal tohis
ring gencralship, With the roar of the
crowd behind him and shouts of eocour-
agement from vinually every scat on the

Phato by A1G Timathy Glyrn

plaza, Gilbert took command.
CANEF B UEvasTing A ght TEnd o

mected whove Loper s ear, Gilbert worked
over his opponent on the red and bloe
ropes. The match was stopped st 2:47.
The fight was scheduled for four rounds.

*He {Gilbert) just surprised me with
that right hand," said Lopez of the shol
that tumed the tide, *“One shatand every-
thing is boom.”

Cilbert's exceptional skills extend be-

EYEING VICTORY -
A1C Joey Gilbert (left),
a member of the 152nd
Aerial Port Flight and
three-time NCAA na-
tional boxing champ-
lon, gets ready to trade
blows with Mexico's
Miguel Lopez during
his professional box-
Ing debut.

yord the ring, snid Nevada
Air Guard M3gi. Denmis
Fournier, a recruiter with
ithe 152nd Airlift Wing.
Fourmnier sald Gilbert has
been a one-man recruiting
force, coaxing seven of his
friends into enlisting. His
powers of persuasion have
eamed him other prizes,
r.m:ludmg gll't l!'tﬂl.ﬁ-i!&!tﬁ and d:l._','s ofl.

Ih:.u.drunmmu n[hn:.mg nl'n:mmdmm‘d
the prospectof law school looming on the
horizon, Gilben said he's fecling pretly
good about the future,

As for proving he's a potential force in
the professional boxing ranks, Gilberi
simiply smiled.

“Dioes this not show vou that | have
whal it takes™

 Horswor

m




TR

g T gl el iy SRR

asic Blues

By Sgr. Clinton Wood, Minnesota National Guard

t zero-dark thirty, that's 4:30 a.m. to the unini-

tiated, the worlds of 65 youths were rocked.

That was about the time the newest members
of the Minnesota Army Guard were infroduced by “drill
sergeants” 1o a three-day Basic Training Orientation
Course (BTOC) at Camp Ripley in Little Falls, recently.

“There was some fear,” re-
called SFC Dean Madsen, who
played the role as the senjor drill
sergeant, of the initial wake up
thatincluded the banging of trash
cans and metal chairs,

“They got a good all-Ameri-

can risen”,”

Many of the recroits, of
course, shared a different per-
spective. Willinm Anderson, &
Brainerd High School senior,
described the wakeupas “hard.”

Joe Johnson, a sendoral Adtkin

High School experiencing just
his second Guard weekend drill,
said the rude awakening was a
“hig mash.”

% ot sune wake up inahomy,”
he added.

In just its second year, the
Gopher State BTOC is designed
fior basic training graduates who
have notatiended their advanced
individual truining (AIT), and
Ouard delayed entry program
enlistces who have not attended
bhood camp, The troining sas
hosted by members of 15t Bat-
talion, 19%4th Infantry and 2nd
Banalion, 136ih Infantry.

Madsen, who fashioned aMa-
rine Corps-type “highand tight™
harcut, moted et the course’s
cadre (drill sergeants and sup-
port stall) incluoded “good
NCOs" from the baitalions or
recent graduntes from the Pri-

mary Leadership Development
Course,

“They know thedeal,” assured
Madsen, who admitted that he
was yelled at a lot by drill ser-
geanis when be attended basic
trakning.

Afer the initial wake up, the
irainees participated i a physi-
cal fitness session that included
a onc-mile run and push ups.
They then stood a room and wni-
form inspaction,

The trainees also were treated
to four, 45-minute classes on
drill and ceremony, basic marks-
manship, wear of aniform, mili-
tary costoms, and an introduc-
ticn to the M1 Abrams Tonk and
M2 Bradley fighting vehicle.

Chnly during the classes wene
the siudents allowed to “relux.”
for they man (o and from cach
class. Maturally, they were nol

Phobo by Sgt. Clinton Wood

NO PAIN, NO GAIN - Joe
Johnson grimaces to
pump out another push-up.

allowed to talk or leck at ther
“dhrill serpeants.” Or worss vet,
step on their “drill’s™ boots.

Suchdiscipline did not bather
Robert Durham, a University of
Minnesotn in Duluth sindent.

“If you do something wrong.
you've got o get punished.” he
said, “I's got 1o be done.”

Johnson, whose uniform
looked like he was crawling in
the dirt for days, said the courss
taughi him a valuable lesson.

*“¥ou can't do anything with-
ol tenmwiork,” commenisd the
future infantrymin.

Anderson, who plans 6o be a
welder, had some advice for oth-
ers confemplating the course,

“Definitely go forit,” he said,
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BORDER BUCKEYES --
Spc. Mate Mazur (balow)
screws In a bolt on a bridge
at Eagle Pass. A bridge part
(right)is lifted into place. Ohio
Guardmembers (farright) are
shown a popular spot where
ilegals cross into the U.S.

Ohio engineers deploy to the Texas border to help agents

Heading 'em off af the Pass

By Sgt. J.R. Lewis
ke Marional Guard

he Texas/Mexico border.
A wvast, sprawling ex-
panse of sandy hills, mes-
quite trees and emptiness Heat
rises 10 maddening temperatures
and sunsets strike chords of beauty.

I this lend of glaning sun and endless
skies, the drug trade and flow of illegal
immigrants reach staggering proportions.
Only the Border Patrol agents, a section
of the U.5. Department of Immigration
and Maternlization Service, stand between
the U.S. and the tidal wave of crime thit
comes with drig and immigration prob-
lems.

But when the agents ;1 Eagle Pass,
Texas, found themselves being cut off
from back-up routes and high-traffic ar-
eas by the rugged termin near the Rio
Grande, they called upon a group of engi-
necrs capable of handling the heat, pres-
siure and noiural elemients the area had to
affer ... the Ohio National Guard.

Soldiers from the 16th Engincer Br-
gade rotated in and out of the base camp
al Maverick County Inernational Adr-
port, just outside of Eagle Pass, for two
months recently as part of Task Force
Buckeye, 8 wide-ranging project aimed
at improving the response time and on-
the-job safety of Border Patrol agenis,

The engineers worked on five projects
in support of the Border Patrol: a patrol
road upgrade; & station gap bridge: a
WillET reservoir crossing; a bridge near a
golf course frequently wsed as an escape
rowte for illegal immigrants; and an up-

b & roaed near Laredo, which lies far
to the south of Eagle Pass.

The projects made the driving safer for

agents, who often drive at high speeds in
off-road situstions, and provided quicker
access 1o previously remole sreas, nor-
rowing the opportanity for transponation
of illegal drugs and immigranis along the
52-mile portion of the border covered by
the Eagle Pass agents,

The benefits for the Guardmembers
were equally vital. The project provided a
change of pace from the traditional two
weeks al Camp Grayling, Mich., and al-
lowed the engineers 1o get hours of hands-
onexpericnce, while proving themselves
in one of the woughest climates imagin-
able for construction work.

“This training gets s away from the
same-old, same-old,” said S5gt. Michael
Hay, a platoon sergeant with Company C,
61 2th Engineer Battalion. “We re ot only
doing grunt-waork, but leaming and pric-
ticing engineer skilis, heavy equipment
operating und terrain scouting.”

The imporance of supporting a goal
key 1o our national lesdership seemed 1o
motivate the soldiers and camry them
ikrough the lough working climate.

“This is a combal mission,” seid Sgt.
Todd Rymin, a squad Jeader from Com-
pany C. “Instead of tanks and humvees,
we"ve got Border Patrol agents crossing
our bridges.”

The intensity of the mission was not
lorst on the agents like Christopher Rose.

“It really gets me right here,” he said,
raising a hand to his chest. “To think that
my respanse time in helping a fellow
agentin trouble will be cut to fractions by
ithis work.

“It is soemething that T cannot find the
words to describe,” be added.

Although the heat was aconcern for the
Guard engineers, proper precautions kept
the mission rolling on.

“It's miserable, but we can deal with
it,” snid Spe. Gary Gerber, "It makes me
feel good that what we are doing here can
aciually save lives.”
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m Sooner Success m Partnered for Peace = Jnruun in JEI‘HBF

Soldiers with the 45th Infantry
Brigade plaved the ultimate video
game after participating in War
Fighter, the Armys Brigade Com-
mand Truining Program or BCTP.

In development for more than 10
years, the program incorporates
computer-based wargaming and
infantry tactical planning.

The Sooner State brigade has
warred against the BCTE twice in
the past year, the most recent exer-
cise was held fromn July 21-23 ai
Camp Gruber.

Col. Glenn Scoan, chief of silf
for the Tih Infantry Division af
Fort Carzon, Colo., said the exer-
cise allowed active and Guard
soldiers 1o work on tactics. He also
saw piher advantages,

“Thizs BCTP exercise has al-
lowed the 45th Infuniry Brigode o
deploy all of its baltle systems
without actually pulting men and
machincs in the field,” he ex-
plained, “and the 45th has done
exceptionally well throughout the
exercise.”

The “One Army” concept is a
top priority of Gen. Eric Shinseki,
the U.5. Army Chiel of Staff, who
vizited Camp Gruber the final day
of the exercise.

“The days of an sctive Army and
a reserve Army have come bo an
cnd,” he said. “This has been made
clear by our increasing reliance on
Feservie troops for oversees mis-
sions such as Bosnia.”

Tarheel State Armiy National

Cruard engineers deployed to
Stasend, Moldova recently, for

Exercize Comersione 00-1, a com-
hined engineering exercise with
soldiers from the Moldova armed
forces.

The exencise was conducted as
pari of the Parinership for Peace
program and as pant of the State
Partnership Program between
Morth Corolinag and Moldowva,

The Mational Guand and
Moldova engineers reinforced their
wernical construction skills and
small engineer unit skills, con-
strocting a medical clinic and con-
ducting small unit truining exer-
CIBCS.

The clinic will provide a basic
level of medical care for more than
640 children, ranging from infants
bo teeningers.

This enencise was the first ever
conducted in the Republic of

0 O TR '

persione exercise conducied in
Europe. Previous Comersione
exercises wene conducted in Alba-
nia, Romania, the Republic of
Georgia, Bulgaria, Latvia and
Mzcedonia.

Comerstong exercises ane de-
signed to enhance regional stability
by employing 1.5, reserve comgs-
nent and active duty forces in com-
hined engincening consinsction
operations with the armed forces of
hinst nations.

I'n the bargest civil deployment of Guard troops
since Hurricane Floyd last September, more than
400 soldiers, airmen and sailors from the Garden
Siale Mational Guard and the newly authorized New
Jersey Maval Militia provided support for the largest
gathering of sailing ships and modern warships in
histary July 4.

Camouflage uniforms and white billowing sails

Mew York Harbor during OPSAIL 2000,
Operating from Liberty State Park in Jersey City,
the task force provided medical treatment, secunty,
waler stations, orowd control and logistical support,

Planming for event began nearly & year ago, sinee
the international parade of sailing vessels was pre-
dicted to attract crowds of over enc million.

The preparation resulted in an event that went off
without & singhe incident. Visitors come and saw the
shiipa, the concents, the fireworks, and they were

NEW JERSEY

shile o do so safely, quickly and with fow glitches.

The operation also marked the debut of the New
Jersey Naval Militia in support of civil-military
operations. Naval Militia medical professionals
siaffied an emergency hospital, sailors provided
ground and maritime security, and senior personnel
pulled shifis in ihe unificd command past wiih
ather state and federal agencies,

According to Col. John Dwyer, state Mational
Giuard spokesmian, the Guardmembers provided
direct support for more than 200,000 visitons.

“Thie Guard's presence at OPSAIL was com-
pletely positive,” he said,

“The men and women of the Now Jersey Na-
tional Guard task force gladly gave up their holsday
o ensure that Independence Day was safe, enjoy-
able, and trouble-free for those who came 0 wit-
ness this historic 4th of July.” be added.

HARBORING GOODWILL -~ Ships and

boats in Mew York Harbor to
celebrate Independence Day. The New
Jersey National Guard played a pivotal
role In making the event pleasant.
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m Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

“Them butions wuz shot off when | took this town, sir.”

Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Bill
Mauldin,-a-Guardsman, captured life
for the World War Il G.I.

Drawn to the

FOX HOLE

ay the words “Willie and Joe ™ 10 any Wiorld War
I veteran and from most, you will get a tao-word
response; “Bill Mauldin.”

Mauldin, the cartoonist who created the renowned
strip that detailed the travails of infantrymen Willie and
Joe, often depicted his featured characiers in situations
common to fighting men: dirty, sloppy, and unshaven;
frequently wet andlor cold; and ofien harassed by petty
regulations and the officers and military police wha
enforced them.

Gen. George Patton hated Willie and Joe, calling them
“those godawiul things you call soldiers” during a meel-
ing with Mauldin. But to the millions of Gls who eagerly
awaited ench day’s new cartoon, Willie and Joe repre-
sented every man in uniform.

Interestingly, the two were Guanismen.

In 1940, 19-year-odd Bill Mauldin had just returned 10
Phoenix, Ariz., from art school, when a high-school
fricnd convinced him to join Anzopa's aboui-io-be-
Federalized 120th Quartermaster Regiment, part of the

“Joe, yestiddy ya saved my life

“1 gol a hangover. Does it show?”

an’ | swore I'd pay ya back.
Here's my last pair of dry socks.”

45th Daviston, Canooning jobs wene
searce, 20 Maoldin signed up o be a
truck driver. He wound up drawing
again, however, when the division
utaried its 0WT BEWSEPCT.

Parily to get material for his work,
Mauldin transferred to Company K,
180th Infantry, an Oklaboma unit Tike
most of the 45th, Mauldin's drawings
chromicled the “Thunderbirds™ part in
the Louisiana Maneuversof 1941, and,
after America entered WWIL, their ship-
ment to North Africa.

The charsciers of Willie and Joe

" made Mauldin's “reality-based™ work so
good. 1t was not long before he came to
the atiention of the Rolls-Royee of mili-
tary journalism, the newspaper Stars and
Stripes, which had a distribution in the
humdreds of thowsands in the Mediterra-
pean Theater alome.

Stars and Stripes began fo run selected
Mauldin cartoons, but there was resis-
tance to transferring him to the regular
staff. Many officers considered Mauldin's
wark not only offensive, but downright
subversive, Others of high rank disagreed,
however, and their case was bolstered

evolved into their final form when the
451h Infaniry Division entered combal
in Sicily in July 1943,

Willie, probably based on a Native-

when Life magazine ran a feature on
Mauldin's work.

It was hard (o argue with such visible
suceess, and early in 1944, Bill Mauldin

American Guardsman who had be-
friended Mauldin when he transferned
to the infantry and who was later killed in action, was the
wise-cracking cymic,

The snub-nosed Joe usually played the straight man,
bt he 1o could toss off ihe one-liners, as when he told
the company medic: “Yer dem tootin® my sniffles is
sepious - | been drawin® mortar fire.”

Together, Willie, Joe and the rest of their company (for
Mauldin's work was not limited just 1o the two riflemen)
wenl through the war, from Sicily 1o Salerno, and up the
Italizn muinland.

By this time, Mauldin was no longer in the infantry; he
had been iransfened to headquaners 1o work full-time on
the paper. Alihough he still returned 10 the front lines to
gather ideas, he did not return to Company K. The
Guardsmen he had served with in 1940-41 were being
killed, and as Mauldin later wrote, *Tt's easier to see this
happen to sirangers rather than your old friends.”

The fact that he had once been an infantryman is what

began drawing a daily strip for Stars and
Stripes called “Up Front.” He was al-
Jowed 1o petain the righis to his work, and the series wis
picked up by a press syndicate, eveniually running in
hundreds of civilian newspapers in the LS.

When World War [Tended, Mauldin had won a Pulitzer
prize for journalism, and his book Up Front, a briel
narrative built around his cartoons, made the best-scller
list. He continued to work as an editorial cantoonist,
winning another Pulitzer Prize in 1959, Now retired with
homes in Arizomn, Florda and California, his great
World War [1 cartoons are still in print.

In 1977, Bill Mauldin retamed Willie and Joc 1o
Oklahoma when he sold his original drawings to the 45th
Infantry Division Association for a fraction of their
worth. The Oklahoma state legiclature approprinted
money to build an addition to the 45th Infaniry Division
Museum to house the collection. Each year thousands of
visitors stop to lnugh at the imeless humor of Willie and
Joe, and to honor the men who fought with them.
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EYE ON BOSNIA - A soldier with
the North Carolina Army Guard

gazes at the enemy during training
at Fort Stewart, Ga.

North Carolinians are ready
to make history in Bosnia

Keeping the

PEACE

By Muj. Robert Jones
North Caroling Nattonal CGuard

wao units from the North Carolinn

Army Guard are preparing (o be

the first Goand mechanieed infan-
iry and armoned companics to serve in
Bosnin.

Tarheel State sobdiers with Company
A, 15t Battalion, 120¢h Infantry and Com-
pany B, Iz Battalion, 252nd Armor will
deploy (o the Balkans in October.

The two companies from the 39th
Heavy Separute Brigade will send |96
Guardmembers (o Task Force Eagle in
Tuzla, Bosnia,

"Seliless service tothe state and nation
is nothing new for our citizen-soldiers,”
said Maj. Gen, Gerald Redisill, Norh
Carolina adjutant general. "This is an-
other excellent opportunity for our uriits
to demonstrole that we can perform thess
missions along side our active duty coun-
terparis.”

They will be joined in Bosnia by alight
wifaniry company from the Oklaboma
Army National Gusrd' s 45th Infaniry Bri-
gade. These are the first Army Guard
combiat wiits 1o deploy o the rejion since
a Virginia nifle company went to Croatia
in 1997,

Tomeet pre-deployment reguircments

READY to GO
Morth Carolina
Infantrymen
(above) race
Into battle at
Fort Stewart,
Tarheel State
troops prac-
tlce crowd
control as part
of their up-

coming peace-

keeping mis-
glon in Bosnla.

the units mobilized July 18, Since that
time, they have been at Port Stewan, Ga.,
where they have condocted soldier-readi-
ness, processing, gunnery and missfon-
rehearsal exercises.

Deploying to Bosnia is nothing new
for the Tarheel State Guardmembers.
Nearly 1,100 Army and Air Guard troops
have deploved 1o Ewrope and the former
Yugoslavia as part of the NATO Stahili-
zation Force,

While the Army recently announced o
new policy 1o reduce deployments of
acive nnd reserve-componenl personne]
o 179 days, the Bosnio-bound units will
be on dctive duly for a total of 205,
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