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Air Guard declares war on recruiting

W ‘Meeting end strength
is singly our greatest need

and our highest priority’

By M35gt. Bob Haskell
MNertional Gugrd Bureau

oime pedple would call it beating
the bushes. Others are calling it
BOIng o war,

That's what memsbers of the Air Na-
tional Guard are being urged o do 1o
bring 2,500 men and women into the fold
by Sepl. 30, The goal ks 1o
reach s Tull, authorzed
strength of 106,678 people
by the end of this fiscal
year,

"We're declaring all-out
wir on personnel shortages
and faking no prisoners,”
Maj. Gen. Paul Weaver Ir.,
the Air National Guard's
director, told 275 of the
nations Alr Guand leoders
during a recruiting and re-
tention conference at
Andrews Air Force Base,
M.

“Meeting end strength is
singly our gremtest need and
our highest priority,”
Weaver urged wing and
detuchment commanders
i command chief masier
serpennts, the leaders of ile
enlisied force, ot the Offic-
ers Club,

“Both the active and reserve compo-
nents ane facing our greatest recruiting
and retention challenges in recent years,
Recruiting productivity 15 on n decline
whileatrition rtes are increasing,” added
Weaver into his third vear as Air Guard
director,

RECRUITING EFFORT - California Alr Guard
Col. "Putt’ Richards, 163rd Alr Refueling Wing
commander, spent
speaking to students at Redlands High Schoal,
‘I we can educate even one of them on the
epportunities we have in the Guard, | fesl it is
worth it,” he said,
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Toward that end, the Air Guard is pre-
paring a 513 million advertising cam-
paign and is reinforcing its recraiting and
retention staffs across the
mreaed th vornd, I8 s '__.|.I RN
peaple between 17 and 23 (o sign up, It is
making & concerted effort 1o keep en-
listed people end officers in uniform.

It is also making recruiting and reten-
tion everybody's business.

“Recruiting and retaining quality
people need (o become an integral pant of
the mission with officers and noncom-
missioned officers alike," Weaver
stressed,

Achieving snd maintaining full strength
s critical, personnel officials have pointed

b

Phalo by SMSgL Bill Nicoletn

his lunch hour recently

out, because the Air Guond will be autho-
nzed another 1,300 people due to pro-
grammed growith in 2001,

“Ourunits are being tisked very heavily
ioday, soit’s critical that we have enough
people with the right skills,” explained

B Sce RECRUITING, page11
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GUARD MAIL
Taking Offense

{ am writing fo respond io the leffer
o rajor senl regarding her offense over
your January issue.

I, like the major, zm also completing
n 22-year career in the Mational Guard.
I also savor the Jamuary issue, bat did nod
get the same impression that she did, or
draw the same conclusions, It seems
almost impossible o publish anything
that does not offend someane.

This new age of political correciness
threatens o extinguish all of our indi-
vidual differences, and homogenize our
society. | believe in equal opportunity
for people of all races, religion and
gender, and have let this value serve as
o guide throughow avy canser.

I can only conclade that she has a
chip on her shoulder and is out on &
wibch hunt

Sl Scoft A. Evans
New Mextco Nanonal Guard

. e T —
| Disaster Deeds
Your story of the Army Guard units

asaisting the people of Vencanela omit-
ted a deed by an Akr Guard unit that |
wiikh io bring to Hghi.

The 105th Airfift Wing, a C-5 umit
based in Mewburgh, MY, was tasked
to deliver o Poerto Rico Army Guard
water purification unit into Venezucly

After delivering it's cargo, the air
craft had broken down and was unable
to depart. Four 105th secunty force

GUARD/ 2018

| members and fwo crew chiels stayed

wilh this aircrafl for nearly o week,
spemding the holiday away from their
families in a country that had been
devastided,

The 1051h airnen worked 24-hoor
ghafs, amnd only showered and slept in g
real bed every other day.

Despite being stranded during the
holiday, these Mew York Aar Guard-
mermbers displayed exceptional pride
and honmor in assisting a nation dunng
its time of unpcertainty, while making
the best of a difficult situmion.

5%gt. John Cronin
New York Naional Guward

Glassy Eyed

I'm writing reparding the February
psse that featured s picture on your
fromt page of an individual wearing
mirroned sunglasses while attending the
Minnesota National Guard®s winter
warfare school at Camp Ripley.

Why do we do this 1o ourselves? We
try w0 hard o ensure that oor Guard-
memibers, both Adr med Army, Tollow
m:pmrp-:rdrm uned peramial eppea-

ance standlards — yet you pat samething

like this on fhe front cover.

Whene do we draw the line? If I was
the editor, and knew this individoal was
ianl af uniform, it would have never
made it inlo the newspaper.

A a Adr Mational Guoand [irst ser-
geant, [ try very hard fo discournge the
wear of inappropriabe evewear, Mir-
roned sunglasses are prohibited in the
Adr Guand, and [ am sore it’s the same
i the Army CGuard,

Let’s focus on ranning photographs

af Guurdmembers that meet the stan-
dards versus those who do nol.
MSgt. Bryan J. Bell
Arizena Notional Guard

Low Light?

I recently read one of your articles
about the performance of the Distrct of
Columbia National Guard in conjuntion
with the demonstrations in Washington
| 1, et

The article deemed the performance
as “one of the Mational Guard's finest
hours on the domestic front.” | would
not call it one of our finest hours, un-
less you get a great feeling from being
ready 1o beat the crap owt of some dem-
onstrabors?

Is it such a great thing to suppon a
potally underpaid police lorce, while
taking jobs away from police oflicers
thest wouled have been hired if the Guard
weren' it there?

The fact we wene there as Guard-
members is something that shoukd be
supported and reporied, but ot a5 one
of our “finest hours.™

Phillip 8. Schwarzkopl
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‘Lotters to the Editor’ are subjact
to editing for space and style con-
siderations,

FAX your letters to DSM 327-
B686 or (703) 607-3686

e-mail address is:

malthanerj@ngb.ang.al.mil
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“Mow you've done it, Private! You know the ‘regs' against body piercing.™
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B Vaceine Ehurtnga m Florida Fires ®m Franklin Mourned

some deploying troops affected
by anthrax vaccine shortage

B Guard WMD teams will continue to receive shots

vaccine is available, we will expamnd
the program, ultimately vaccinating
all members of the active and re-
serve fonce,”

Dielense officials maintxined they
have enough vaccine 1o protect all
of the people on the ground serving
in those iheaters. However, those
members of the Acmy and AirGuard
deploying wihe arca for less than 30
days will do so without the full complement of shots.

“There is nol a policy that says how many [shots] they
have ta get, bui once a person is ussigned, we begin their
shot protocols as soon as we can,” said Marine Maj. Gen.
Randy West, senior advisor (0 the Deputy Secretary of
Defense for Chemical and Biological Protection,

Aliloisgh the six shots are admings-
tered over 18 months, the first tliree

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Natioma! Grard Buregn

ational Guand troops have bared an arm and
loaked away from the needle nearly 109,000
times while petting well over Biall of the anthms
shots given (o members of all seven
reserve components during the first

_Iwu}'u_r!:rll:;h:lhl’ms:: Depariment”s 1 We believe the shods are given during the first four
Immunization progrm. : : weeks.
That was the shot record reported by Defense officinls also indicated that

those who have received two or more
of the six shols in the inoculstion
series would not have o start the pro-
cess all over again. They will simply
resume the series when misre vaccine

program is 4

the Pentagon when the program was
slowed down during July's second
week, bocasse of a shorage of tested
and safe anthrax veccine, Defense
Secretary William Coben announced

resounding vie-

tory for force

on July 10 that only Uy troops serv- is available.
ng mﬂsnu:giﬂufﬁawsﬂll :::tmg health protec- . Im:]unnhr:-nf;rs have ulm:i!a;r]ﬁ
vaccinmed diering the next few momhs wi n%ﬂhm manclated that ol of the

until the supply is replenished.

Oine notable exception o the 30-day
edict includes members of the Na-
tional Guard Weapons of Mass Die-

struction teams. Cohen added that

WMD experts from Californta, Colo-

rado, Georgin, Miinois, Massachuseits,

Missouri, New York, Penmsylvania,

Texas and Washington will continue their inoculations.

tion of the
individual ser-

vice member ¥

nation’s military personnel be inocu-
Inted against anthrax, a biological
wenfm Lhat is considened 989 perceni
kethal to wnprotected, untreated indi-
vidhuals who inhale the

ANl wobd, 31,419 Army and Air
Guardmembers hnve received 108,693
shots, That acoounts for a large major-

ity of the 55,353 reserve component troops who have

“We will make every effort to continse vaccinating  Been knoculated 190,070 times.

those of you who are serving in the high-threat areas,”

Cohen promised the nution®s 2.4 million service mem-

bers. “And a5 s00n as a sufficient and safe supply of

By July, 24,716 memnbers of the nation’ s Alr Guard lad
B See ANTHRAX, Page 4

Floridians fighting more than 4,000 wildfires

e than 300 Florida Ma-

tional Cuard troops have

been placed on active duty
to help the state’s Division of For-
estry (DOF) combat wildfires that
continie o bum,

According o Flogids Nutional
Giuard olficials, the main effort re-
mains mopping up fires located in
ihe Suwanne, Jacksonville, Lake-
land =nd Withlncooches fire districis,
where new flines were reporied,

Ciuard men and women have been
used for ground and air firefighting
missions, where more than 4,000
fires have burned an estimated
1 400, (0K) acres sialewide.

Almost half the soldiers on duty
are trained firefighters and it is an-

ticipated that 40 more will
b trained upon the DOF's
request,

Chuard finefighters work-
ing ground missions have

up” meore than
60 fires i the Tour fire
districts,

The state"s air firefight-
ing effon has been served
by several helicopier crews
from Company [, 151 Bm-
talion, 171st Aviation,
based in Lukeland. The
crews - logging over 3400
flight hours - have dropped in ex-
cess of 2.5 million gallons of water
on more than 40 fires.

Thecombined effons of the Florida

-

Pholo by Spe. Thomas Klefhasss

MOP UP - Florida Mational Guard
firefighters hose down a hot spot where
a dry marshland area had caught fire.

Mational Guard and the Division of
Forestry have saved nearly 1,100
homes mnd numerons other strue-
Thres,




IN THE NEws

oM PAGE 3

received ol beast one anthrax
vaccination and 22 (84 had been
given three shots, Inall, 86,222
shots had been adminisiered 10
Air Guard personnel.

More Air Guard le have
gotten the amhrax shots tean
members of the six other re-

sErve oo because of
their deployments o Southwest
Asin

Thot region aml Korea are
considered the most likely o be
attacked by anthrax-camrying
weapons produeced by rogue
FOVEIMIMERLS OF [Ermorisis.

A ot of 22,471 shots had
becn given o Amny Guarnd sol-
diers, according 1o a July 5 re-
port that indicated 6,703 cidl-
zen-soldiers had received thedr
first shots and that 5,385 had
goiten throe shots.

Im all, 455 378 active and re-
serve moops had taken ail least
o anthrnx shot in the aom, and
moro than 18 million shots bad
been administered.

“We believe the program is a
resounding victory for health
prodection of the individual ser-
vice member,” said a Defense
Department official.

Cnly 351 people — less than
one percent — have refased to
take the shots and have been
disciplined or released from ser-
vice, West told reponers, Just
848 people have reported ad-
verse reactions 1o the shaots,

The Center for Disease Con-
trol has stated people do not
need 10 re-stan the whole se-
ries, pointed oui Dy, 1. Jarrett
Clinton, first assistond 10 the
Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Health Affairs.

“Rather, vou just pick up
wihere you were,”” Clinton said.
“So. indeed, 17 an individual hod
two shots, didn’t have scoess o
the third amd waited six months,
then they would start [with] the
third and go right back on sched-
ule again.”

O eourse,” Secretary Coben
stated, “the rest of our force
health protection package, such
&g detectors in the feld and foll
supplies of antibiotics, are go-
ing to remain in place whils we
oWl e vaccine.”

Bl O\Gowo

Ecuador schnnl namell tur Iallen majm'

By Lt. Col. Phil Miller
Kemincky NMarional Guard

I has been nearly (w0 venrs since
Kentucky Army Guard Maj, Robert
Hacker died m Ecusdor, However,
one look into the eves of the children who
aitend the school in Esmeraldas that bears
his pame, and you know his spiril lives,

An 18-year veteran of the Guard,
Huocker was in charge of opertions for o
humanitarian relief mission when he died
in a vehicle accident on July 8, 1998, just
ithree days before he was wo return home i
his wife and young somn.

Hacker's assignment had been to direct
the work of more than | 300 US, soldiers
and airmen panticipating in a
five-month effort in the im-
poverished coastal provinee,
building schools and clinics
and providing medical care,

Shortly after his death,
Hacker's family and friends
established a memorial fusd
that collected pearly 34,000
io purchase school supplies
to further aid the children
Hacker had iraveled 1o Ecusdor 1o help,

The U5, Embasay in Quito also got
involved, with Culiural Affairs Atache
Susan Crystal working with Peace Corps
voluntesr Julie Smithwick in Esmeraldas
nu find 4 scheol in pecd.

mml city for three vears. Smithwick
had little difficulty identifving a needy
schoal in the city’s poventy-siricken El
Meuvo Palmar basrio. But Smithwick went
asiep further by working with local lead-
ers o have the school named for Hacker,

Esmeraldas school officials agreed, and
in Agpril, a small delegation led by Ken-
tcky Adjutant General Russ CGiroves wend
back o Ecuador for the official dedica-

tion of “Ewcuels Robert 5.
Hacker.”

Situnied near the Pacific
Deean on Ecoador’s nofih
coast, Palmar barrio i o mare
of rmmshackle wood and con-
crete block buildings. Deeply-
rutted dirt roods nomow o less
than a vehicle's width in some
places, providing a thorough-
Tare for the scones of mdults and barefiom
children who live there,

A crowd of 200 parents, stedents angd
Ecundoras md sy althe school,
where three buildings house 65 sfudents
in srml-:*- s 1I1n:ugh BiX.

ll-cﬂﬂnm H. spﬂkiminﬁmhh.

described Hacker, whom none of the Ec-
uadonans had ever met, but whose name
i knorwn throwghout the banmio.
“Today we come together in the true
spirit of pannership that Robem Hacker
supparted,” Groves said. “More than just
a coflection of copcrele biocks and lexi-
books, this school, Filled with the voices

Phodos by Lt Col. Phil Milles
FITTING LEGACY = Children of
Ecuador's Palmar barrio sit at the
new desks and chalrs purchased
for them through the Robert 5.
Hacker (inset) Memorial Fund.

of children and their hopes for the future,
is a symbol of his legacy.”

School principal Xiomarn Angulo, ber
voice breaking with emotion, repeatedly
iold the Kentocky delegation, “Mil
Ciracias! MUl graciesT (nthousamd thank-
yousd for the gilt of badly needed school
supplics. She also sccepted from Groves
a LS. flag and & framed photograph of
Hacker to place on the wall of the school.

America 37 vears ago, beft the Kentuck-
inns with an impassioned plea

“Tell the people of your country how
much we thank them for their genenos-
ity,” he began, “Tell them, ‘thank you for
the love your soldiers have shown our
children and oar country.” And above all,
tell them, “thank you, thank you for Major
Roben Hacker!™
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B Best in Blue: Marklevits, Gonzales,

Charity and Means

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
MNatforal (Guard Bureau

eing a quality leader, a
B robe mysdel for her troops,
has long been high on
Lizdeth Means' listof priorities.
Mow, she knows, the heat s on.

“A loz more people will be
looking tome tobe a good leader
pfver all of this,” the staff ser-
geant in the Arizona Air MNa-
thonal Guard candidly observed
while visiting the Pentagon on
June 14, Flag Day.

Means came o Washinglon,
D.C.. during June’s middle week
with her hushand Joe, who is
alsoan Air Guard staff sergeant,
and 11-year-old danghter
Melanie, because she is the Air
Guard's poscommissioned of-
ficer of the year.

She also was in the company
of twis otler NCOs and one air-
man who have also been named
the Air Guard's top enlisbed
people for 2000. The foursome
got the VIP treatment during the
week that the Mational Guard
sets aside each year wo honor 18
premier people who wear the
stripes.

'nu}' were hailed as “iwice
the citizens™ becanse they lead
full civilian lives while serving
thesircoumiry i the Adr omed Ay
Guard,

Sfeans, wholived for 16 years
in Chilaislua, Mexico, with her
grandparents before moving
with them to California in 1982,
pocks a lot of punch. Just five-
fiset- tall, shee is clearly in charge
of every encounter. She began
her military career in the active
Ay after graduating from San
Jose High School in 1985, Now
she is very much at home in the
Arizona Asr Guard that she
joimed in 1995,

She is o full-time supervisor
with the Artrona Guand's Joon
Counter-Marcotics Task Foroe
in Phoenix, Four Army Guard
people work for her. In her par-
time Cuard capacity, Means isa
personnel journeyman in the
1615t Military Personne] Flight,
responsible fior the enlistments,
discharges and retirements for
maore than a thousand people at
Arizona’s state headquarters,
also in Phoenix,

She became o United Siales
cltizen in 1994, She also is pur-
suing a degree in criminal jus-
fice. Means said she hopes o
study tnw, claiming “T want [ Al-
torney General] Janet Reno's job
one day.”

Twoofihe Guard soldiers who
waork for her full-time raveled
tn Washington as a sign of their
Tespect.

The four Air CGuaand winners,
includimg two velerans of the
gctive Adr Force, ane assigned io
units from Maryland to Wash-
ington State. The three others
are:

® MSgt. Jim Marklevits,
Kansas, Senior NCOof the Year:
He is the fuels compliance and
emvironmental supervisor for the
134ih Bomb Wing's logistics
sguadron in Wichita.

He joined the active Air Force
in 1983, served in Mew Mexico
angd Alaska, and was
twice recogmided ad
abrman of the month.
Marklevits joined the
Kansas Air Guand in
1988, ook a position
gl Wisconsin's Volk
Fizld Connbat Readi-
ness Training Cenler
in 1993, and retumed
1o the Kansas Air
Gruarnd in 19446,

m SMSgi. Richard
Goneales, Washing-
ton siabe, First Ser-
geant of the Year: He is the First
Sergeant pssigned 1o the Wiest-
ern  Air Defense Sector,
MeChord Air Force Base near
Tacoma.

Gonzales enlisted in the ac-
tive Air Force in Sep-
rember 1978 and wis
named Outstanding
NCO of the Year
while performing the
additional duty of
First Sergeant in
Ckinawa, He joined
the Washinglon state
Air Guard after leav-
ing active duty m
April 1997.

i Senlor Alrman
Cyril Charity, District of Co-
lambin, Airman of the Year: He
is & security specinlist in the
B.C. Air Guard's 113th Secu-
rity Police Squadron based at
Andrews Air Force Base in
Maryland. He also has been
named one of the entire Alr
Force™s 12 Outstanding Awrmicn
of the Year,

“1"m ki of still in disbelicf,”
he said.

Charity joined the Alr Guard
in October 1995 and has served
o1 & security forces squadron
Prince Subtan Alr Base in Saudi
Arabia. He also belongs 1o the

B Sce AIRMEN, Page 13

Airmen of the Year:
Means {left), Charity,

Marklevlis and
Gonzales

Soldiers of the Ye

Kaomperud [lalt),
Wright, Frey, Nel-
gon, Irizarry and
Cruz.

ar

B OvGuwo

B Great in Green: Nelson, Wright, Frey,
Cruz, Komperud and Irizarry

iy MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nanional (Flatrd Bured

he 26.2 mibes that he mn
in 2 hours, 38 seconds in
West Palm Beach, Fla..a
year ago May was one sign of
Jesse Melson's resolve,

That gave him aseventh-place
finish in the small-college, Na-
tional Association of [atencolle-
giate Athletics’ national track
and fiekd meet marnthon dunng
his senior spring at South
Dakuota’s Mount Marty College.

Cualifying forthatrace, along
withhis 3.5 grade point average,
secured Melson's status & 8
three-time Academac
Al-Amencan and @k
ane of this country’s
premier young: Citi-
ren-sobdiers.

Fact is, artillery
Spt. Jesse Melsonis
one of the Army M-
tional Cuard's six
outstinding soldiers
and nNOMCOMMiE:
sioned officers for
2000, He is the top
Cimard sobdier for the
Hih US, Army that
encompasses the 22 continental
states wesl of the Mississippd
River,

Melson, 23, now teaches biol-
ogy and conches three sports a1
Red Wing High Schoal in Min-
mesotn. He is still &
fire direction special-
ist in the Souwth Da-
kota Army Guard's
multiple launch roc-
ket systems baltery in
Yankton, 350 miles
and o five-hour drive
to the west, He alsa
runs with the South
Dakota National
Guard's marathon
bemm.

“If you're going to do some-
thing, you might as well do your
best a1 il - in school, imnemning,
and in the Guard.” observed
Nelson, He was honored in
Washington, D.C.. with the five
other winners when the LS.
Army celebrated its 22 5th hinh-
day on June 14,

That, Nelson adided, is why he
remakned focused throughout the
| - momth seleetion process that
earned him and his lancee, Tam
Sterling, o trip to the nation's
capital this June. The final hundle
was a [0-mime interview be-
fore the Sth Ammy’s selection
board of five sergeants major
1ast March in Colorade.

“I ired 1o siay relaxed,” ex-
plained Melson who was bom in
Sionx Falls, 5.1, and who joined
the st Baialion, 147th Field
Artillery with his younger
beother Craig in December 1995,
“1 wanted 10 do my best for
South Dakota.”

Duoing their best is what the
sin Army Guard soldiers, who
live and serve from Florida o
Guam, are all sbout. Two of
them are veleruns of the 1990
91 Persian Gull campugn.

*These are the Army National
Griard’s 1op sobdiers and nan-
commissioned officers from the
United States’ two continental
armiies nnd from the Pacific re-
glon for 2000, They have mel
extremely riporous standanrds
and have been endorsed by many
selection boards to achieve this
honor,”™ aid CSM John Leonard
Ir.. head of the Army National
Guard' s nearly 320,000 enlisted
sinlchiers,

Leonard hosted the five men
und one woman who spent much
o the June week learning about
Nathonal Guard podicies and vis-
iting such landmarks as Arhing-
ton National Cemetery, the Air
and Space Museum and the
White House, They were hon-
ored, with the Air National
Ciuard's Four Airmenof the Year,
during & Jume 15 bangquet o1
Bolling Air Force Base.

Other Army Guord sanners
ang:

® First LS. Army Spe. Jason
Wright, Massachusetts, Soldier
of the Year; and 55gt. Jennifer
Komperud. Florida, NCO of
the Year.

Wright served on active duly
gl Fort Benning, G, and be-
longs 1o C Company, 151 Batal-
ion, 181s1 Infaniry, in Cam-
bridge, Mass.

The Minuteman replicas that
the 10 outstanding soldiers and
pirmen received during the ban-
quet reminded Wright of the
original Minuteman statue that
stands in his hometown of Ar-
lington, Mass., next o Lexing-
ton where colonin] militiamen
faced British troops in 1 773.

Komperud, who ook part in
the 1990-91 Desert Shield and
Desent Storm operations while
on active duty at Fort Lewis,
Wash., now serves in the Florida
Army Guord's 260th Military
Intellipence Banalion

m Fifih U.5. Army Sgt. Eric
Frey, Oregon, NCOof the Year.

B See SOLDIERS, Page 13
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LT. COL. MARK BORRESON |

Three National Guard
officers are working unique
jobs in our Nation's capital

Soldiers
in SUITS

By MSgt. Bob Huskell
Nadttomal Guard Brureau

year ago, Army Natbonal Guard
Antrrw.r Mark Borreson figured

he had a pretty good grip on how
Congress works,

He had, afer all, masiered his high
school and college civies and history les-
somns in his notive state of Washington. He
had eamed o master’s degree in public
sdministration from Golden Gate Uni-
versity in San Froncisco, He had deal
with congressionnl inquiries about mili-
fnry matters while serving at the National
Ciuard Buresi,

Congress? That couldn’t be wo hasd,
(i 50 he theourghi

Then, last Jameary, Mark Borreson wenl
o work for Paity Moy, ihe sccond-
ferm, junior 1.5, semotor from Washing-
fon state. He was a new Army Congres-
sional Felbow - Murmay's adviser for
military and veterans issues. He discov.
cred be had muoch 1o learm about how
things really work on Capitol Hill,

S0t has gone this year {or the 39-year-
odd lieutenant colone] who has expanded
his horizons far beyond the boundaries of
the Ciuard Burean snd the Pentagon.

=1 thought ot woaild be mileresting and
exciting, working in the halls of Congress
for anentire session,” Bormeson remarked
on a late-May day in the librry-guict
Russell Senate Office Building beside
the nation’s capitol, "It has been far more
cducational andcnlightening than | would
ever have imagined,”™

It was the day the House of Represen-
tatives passed the bill sdvocated by Presi-
demt Willinm Clinton to establish perma-
nent normnal trade relations with China. 1t
wias another historic, business-as-usual
day in Washingion.

The work behind the scenes did o
stop for Mark Borreson. Several plecesof
proposcd legislation had to be evaloated,
including legislation swthonzing oddi-
tional full-time positions for Army and
Air Gusrd units. And the new wing com-
mander al Washingion's Fairchild Air

Force Base paid a couriesy call an the
semator, A

Bomeson is one of this year's Matronal
Guard soldiers in suits wheo are learning
what can best be deseribed as the DL
Ikmce - the artof pushing legislation and
geiting things done with patience and
prersaasion,

“It's a corporate sales job every day,”
expluned Bomeson who looked very
much the executive in o gray soit, red
poing tie, white shirt and black, wang-tip
shoes,

“You have to be ready 1o sell someone
on & bill your boss is pushing or help
organize a grodap 0 serve the muotual
needs of several senmors,” Bosreson
mbded. “Dealing with other congressional
stafl members requires interpersonal skills
that are different from those you nos-
mally use inamilitary environment. Crver
here, personal relationships count for ev-
ervihing.”™

Oither Army Guard officers are leam-
ing =imilar kessons inside the Beltway.

Maj. Tom Leonand is the linison officer
fo the Mational Dosnestic Preparsdness
OMfice st FBIheadqueaners on Penneylva-
nni AViEnise.

Muj. Hunt Kerrigan is an executive
assistant for Thomas Donoluse, the LS,
Chamber of Commerce’s president and
chiel executive officer.

Two Air Guand members, Maj. Sanidye
Blnlock nnd civilian Euth Lodder, are
pulling Air Force Fellowship tours, simi-
lar to Borreson's, with Vermont Sen.
James Jeffords and New Jersey™s Frunk
Lantenberg.

Photos by MSgt. Bob Hasiel

Borreson is the enly Guard soldier

‘among this year” Idmamy

siomal Fellows whe are also enrolled at
Georgetown University's Government
Affnirs Institute,

The program’s purpose is i educate
andl train Army officers and civilians in
congressional activities, emphasizing
migdters concerning the Depantment of
Defense. Fellows dralt legislaton, ar-
range congressional hearings, write
speeches and Moor stlements, and brsef
Congress members for committee delib-
erations and Moor debates. socording o
Army puidelines.

FPellows are next assigned for bwo years
to military positions whene they can put
their new congressional expentise to use.

They bring as much knowledge to the
toble as they take away, according o
Murmay who described Borreson as her
pipeline to the Pentagon.

“The military is a different culture,”
ohserved Murmay who pays close alten-
thon io issnes imvolving velerans because,
she explained, TO000 veterans live in
Washingion state. Funhermore, her fa-
ther was a disabded Woeld War Il veteran,
and she bearned of problems ficing ser-
vice peogie reburning from Yietnam while
interming al a Yeferans Administration
hospital 30 years ago during her senior
year ol Washington Stute Linsvératy.

She is the first woman to serve on the
Senate Veterans Affairs Commitiee. She
is the ranking member on the Subcom-
mitiee for Militery Constrection,

“Having somebody on the stafl who
undersinnds. the military culure and can

TAKING the "HILL'—Lt. Col. Mark
Borreson (right) discusses issues
affecting Guardmembers with
Washington Sen. Patty Murray.

falk to it is extremely valusble,” Muomay
s,

Borreson gquickly jumped from the firy-
ing pan into the fre.

Just days afler reponiing 10 Murmay's
office lawt January, he drafied a letter o
Defemse Secretory William Cohen’s of-
fice, on behalf of the wnator, The letter
asked about reductions o the new Basic
Allowance for Housing stipends at ihe
sume fime thal Congress had approved
pay raises for all militury people, Inmany
cases. the decrenses in housing allow-
ances canceled out the pay mises.

Murray had bearned that the new al-
bywances provided less money for off-
base howsing while visitmg the Whadbey
Islnnd Maval Adr Station. The letter asked
for “a thosough repor’” on the impact of
the housing albowanece *'on service mem-
bers st Washington state military instal-
lations™ and for “grenter clanificaton on
the methodelopy nsed to determine BAH
res in general,”

Bosreson foxed it o Cohen's office at
4 p.m. on the Friday before the three-day
halicday weekend honoring the late Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

He Enew from his previous expenenee
that some action officer in the Pentagon
wokd probably spend that weekend pre-

paring i TespossEc.

T have ioadmit it felt mach better 1o be
ab the stanting end of the process,”
Borreson acknowledged. “We really did
have n serious comstituency’ problem, and
we necded 1o get our hands an an expla-
natiom,”

i seemed thot he had come a bong way
indecd since 1988 when Borreson, then
an Army capeain, stood beside a sign in
West Germany warning LS. personnel
nod 1o proceed “without suthonity™ to the
Crechoilovakian border one kilomeler
away,

Thint mssment 15 captured in a photo on
hiis. desk in the Senate office whene be has
seen first-hand how much power people
hke Patty Momay really hove,

Deflense officinls studied the eaesing
allowance problem with several mem-
bers of the Washingion state congres-
sonal delegation and pumped 527 mil-
lion into the program, Another % V60 mal-
lion for housing allowances has been
inchsded in the 2001 defense budget 1o
reduse out of pocket expenses for service
miemibers, he explained.

The letter to Cohen started the ball
rolling. The work of many congressional
slall members helped persunde the De-
fense Department to review and change
the program, Borneson sabd,

*People were just furious because the
housing allowance had changed.” recalled
Murmay, who discovered (thai Bomreson
wis @ quick study, “One of Mark’s first
tasks was fo figure out what happened
nnd hielp me get throwgh that one,™
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MAJ. TOM LEONARD

Working
the other
Bureau

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nerionnl Goerd Bureau

aying that Tom Leonard is serious
phoat soldiering is like saying that
the sun rises in ihe east,

Al 36, his very persona, his regard for
the professaon of arms, is dedicated and
direct, even when he is not wearing an
Army uniform.

Muost days he does not, although he is
amajor in the Army National Guard. This
soldier in a suit is right ot home in the
Washington, D.C., building renowmed
for i1s serious, no-nonsense workers
thunks to the image forged by actors
Efrem Zimbalist Jr, and Jimmy Stewart,
by suthor Tom Clency, and by (he man
fior whowm 11 is nnmed — J, Edgar Hoover,

Tom Leonand works at the Federn]
Buresu of Investigation — the FBI,

He has been the National Guoard's 1iai-
son officer to the National Domestic Pre-
paredness Office on the 1 1th Noor since
Jnnuary 1999, He expects to be there for
another couple of years.

“This is really a great group of folks.”
the man from Massachusetts explained
during an aftemnoon in early June, “They
are ot nearly as secretive or as mysteri-
ous as most people think they are. But
they do have a deep-rooled commitment
to doing what they're supposed o be
doing.” y

For most, that means “putting bad
people in jail.” Leonand explained. His
commitmént is considerably different —
helping state and local emergency offi-
cinls prepane 1o deal with terrorists and
weapons of mass destruction.

What to do shoubd & renegade bomber
turget their town or chlorine gas poison
the air or some biological agent make
poople deathly ill is what that federal
office has been all sbout since Allomey
Genernl Janet Beno ordered its formation
in Dctober 1998,

It is “a one-stop shopping center,”
Leonard explained, where a police cap-
tain in Nevada or an emergency medical
technicion inn North Carolina con get help
and truining from such federl agencies
as Health and Human Services, the Envi-
ronmentsl Protection Agency, the Fed-
cral Emergency Management Agency,

NOLDIERS IN SUITS

| MAJ.HUNTKERRIGAN

BUREAU MAN -- Maj. Tom
Leonard, an Army Guard infantry
officer, spends his days working
with the FBI's Natlonal Domestic
Preparednessoffice on how to deal
with terrorists.

and the Departments of Energy, Justice
and Defense. .

Maj. Tom Leonard is the man from
Defense - the resident expen on how and
when Natbonnl Guand troops and resources
can be used during a community crisis
such as the Oklahema City bombing.

A yellow, over-sized sniper 1ab above
his desk speaks of his 16-year, Army
Guard background. He has been on active
duty for 11 years. Heis an infantry officer
who has gone 10 aithome school, trained
in mountain warfare, and run a sniper
schoal in Massachusetts for troops who
served during the Persian Gulf War,

He s since shown up at somse remark -
able places -- on the 1996 Olympics Joint
Tusk Force in Atlania and the 1997 Ammed
Forces Inaugural Committes in Washing-
ton, He has been a featared speaker at the
Fleicher School of Law and Diplomacy
andd ot the Mationa] Defense University.

It is, Leonard acknowledged, soldier-
ing at a higher level.

“Of course I miss wearing my camou-
fiage uniforms and face paint,” he ex-
plained. “But you can’t be a snake-cater
forever. Now | can take advantage of my
other abilities in a different venue, Now |
can have a mujor impact on developing
policies that will help influence the Na-
tional Giuard's futwre.”

He is, ina word, comfortable at the FBL

“1 have the opportunity Lo learn all
kindks of things about this agency that very
few people ever get close to,” said Leonard
who is sumounded by kindred spirits.
“Once you get inside and start talking
with these people,” he added, "you dis-
cover that an operalor 15 &n GPEralor is an
operalor.”
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OPERATION CORNERSTONE 2000

With donated equipment, Vermont Air Guard engineers
teamed with Marines to build a playground in Macedonia

Courting
Goodwill

By MSzt. Bob Haskell
Nerriowyed Croerd Burean

tall, spindly Macedonian lad
named Ristof is a Los Angeles
Lakers baskethall fan. His jersey
sporting the team’s distinctive yellow
and purple colors makes that very clear.

A stocky Marine Corps Reserve major
namied John Church is a life-long Detroit
Tigers baseball fanatic. IF you doaibd that,
ask him == he'll make it very clear,

One other thing was clear. Thanks 1o
Church and a host of other American
military people, and the family that owns
the Tigers, Ristof and his friends began
playing baskeiball, on 0 new,
smooth concrete court in the Re-
public of Macedonia on June 19,

Constructing that court is the
kind of goodwill gesture many
hope will promote peace in the
Balkans for many years 1o come.

The court, complete with white
backboards and orange hoops, is
in Negotino, a southern Mace-
donia community beside the
Vardar River, It takes up one half
of an acre-sived playground that
Air Guard elvil engineers from

“It has restored my faith in humanity,”
Church told The Washington Post after
gelting an unexpectedly penerous re-
sponse to a letier asking for help that he
wrode (0 Mike Witch a few weeks earlier,

Marian [litch called Church with an
offer he could not believe. “This sounds
like n good idea,” she said, “How much
do you necd

The military people were engaged for
two months in Operation Comerstone
2000-3, remodeling two schools, two
medical clinics and a community center
in nearby Krivolak and Pepeliste. The
project concluded June 23, Vermont is
affiliated with Macedonia through the
Giuard's Stte Partnership Program.

They took on the playground project in
afield choked with weeds and surrounded
by & rundown chain-link fence as a gift 1o
the people of Macedonia, explained Ver-
mont MSgt. Dwight Harrington.

Local contractors poured the concrete
court amnd walkways, hauled in crushed
rock and erccted a new fence around the
rejuvennted play area. The Vermom Guand

Vermont's 138th Fighter Wing.
Marine Reserve combat engi-

.M 8 4 HOOPDREAMS —Vermont TSgt. Patrick
ﬁ::m;:&m;“:-:;:mﬂn O’Brien (right) works with Marine Reserve
contractors built with abows  59t- Christopher Labonne to erect a
$25,000 of privately-donated  D@sketball hoop for kids in Negotino.

efuIpment.
Church, the ranking Marine on the

Joint military staff, obtained $20,000 of
that from Michael and Marian [itch, who
own the Tigers. The Ilitch family, he
knew, carme from Macedonia, Mike Dirch
is a former Marine.

Church’s family is from Detroit. He
followed the Tigers as they beat San
Dicgo in five games 10 win the World
Series in 1984, the vear he entered 1the
LS. Naval Academy in Annapaolis, Md.,
to cam a political science degree and a
Marine Corps commission.

He now teaches media ethics at the
University of North Carolina-Wilmington
and commands Company C in the Marine
Reserves” dih Combal Engineer Batial-
ion, based in Lynchburg, Vo

Photo by MSg1. Bob Haskel

people purchased a new slide, nswing set,
six park benches and spring mounted
rides for the town’s children 1o play on.

By June’s thind Monday moming, the
play ground was nearly comphete and do-
ens of youngsters were having a ball.

“These kids are really awesome. They
really want to play on this equipment, but
they've been real pafient,” marveled
Marine Reserve Sgt. Christopher Labonne
a8 he helped ereet a backboard.

Once completed, Ristof and his friends
began showing their stufl on the new
baskethall coun.

“This is better. Itis very good,” prajsed
Ristof in respectable English. “More kids,
muore friends, will come here o play bas-
ketball. W are very happy.”
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i SPORTS

B Good Fortuna in England ® Setting Sights on Sydney

Pilkington sets Si

B Headed for Olympics:
Unigque gunsmith back-

ground earns ticket to games

By Sgi. Roy Henry
Creorgin Mattomal Guand

hen the men and women of the
Unbied States shioling leam
aim for an olympic medal in

Swydney, Australia, this September, they
will trusi the mainienance of the special-
ized weapons they lire 1o Scott Filkington.

Pilkington, 36, isa Georgia Army Guard
chief wirrant officer who works as an
armament repair echnician with the De-
partment of Logistics st Headguariers,
Swmite Area Command, based of For

e ioion ok his sl boion B e 'S,

shooting team’s gunsmith requines him o
possess knowledge on unigoe firearms
and airguns. These specially-made match
firearms, manufactured in German, Aus-
iria and [aly, have linde use w anyone bul
Olympic marksmen. Because of their
design, only a few people are qualified 1o
waork on them, Pilkington said.

Palkingtomn was notified of his schection
by the ULS. Olympic Commmittee in March,
He called his selection an honor,

“(retting the opportunity 1o work with
firearms and individuals of this kind is
something | really look forwand 10 do-
ing,” Pilkington said smiling.

During the gnmes, Pilkington will be
responsible for ensuring everything from
the (eam's double-basreled shotguns 1o
i . 177 caliber air rifles and pisiols, i5 in
top waorking order,

“The shotguns and rifles are more reli-
able and necd only fine tuning based on
the individienl athlete's preferences in
trigger pull, sighting and handling,”
Filkington said.

Muarksmen, be saad, rely heavily on
their gunsmith to ensure the firearm they
wse in competition functions Mawlessly,
The difference belween winning an cvent
and losing one can be because 4 weapon
is nod ot iks best, Prlkingion added.

“Ir the world of CHyvmpic shooting there
15 no such thing as second guessing how
a particular fircarm may perform,” he
sald, “lt has to work the Tirst time, and it
must give the athlete the edge he needs to

be the one weanng Olympic gobd.™

Pilkington first became mwolyved
gunsmithing for fircarms competitions
with the All-Ciunrd small bore rniffe and
pistol teams in 1986, By 1990, he was
accompanying the team 1o intermational
eOmpetHions.

Iin 19445 he went with the U.S. shooting
ieam to the Pan American Games in
Buenos Alres, Arpenting, and in 1998 to
ihe World Championships in Barcelonga,
Spain.

More recently, Pilkington gunsmithed
for the first and final olympic seléchion
matches in Apnil and July of Fort Benning,
Ga_, nnd the Tom Lowe shooting grounds
in Atlanta. Those events determined which
marksmen would represent the 115, in
Sydney,

Pilkington began his military career as
o member of the Tennessee National
Guard's 1815t Field Amillery in Chatta-
moga. He joined the Georgia National
Guarnd in 1998,

Pilkington credits much of what he has

ghts on Sydne

Prhoto counosy of CWO Sooit Pillonghon

ON TARGET -- Georgla Army
Guard CWO Scott Pilkington,
selected as the U.5. Olymplc
shooting team’s gunsmith, fine
lunes a rifle for competition.

lcarncd about over the years 10 his asso-
cimion with fellow gunsmiths CWO Dave
Maitice and SFC Joe Chambers. They
sparked his interest in becoming involved
in shooling competitions.

“T lenrned quite o lot, especially firom
Chicl Mattice, because of his having been
the gunsmith for the 1984 and 1988 Qlym-
pic shooling tedms.” e said,

As the olympic gomes draws near.
Pilkington said the excitement of the be-
ing part of the team grows.

“I have blways supported the Olympic
sdea and goals, as well as the men and
women who take part, n one way of
another,” he said. “To be going with
them, and 1o be o part of their dreams for
Clympic gold, is something 1 will always
remember.”
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Hero's Welcome

Oregon Army Guard
engineers help Czech
Republic celebrate 55
years of freedom

By SFC Eric Wedeking
Aasiomal Graord Burean

pe. Joseph Gassner has
S never been asked to sign

an autograph. That all
changed in the historic Crech
Republic town of Pilsen,

Gassner, one of 80 Oregon
Army Guand citizen-soldiers
with the 124%h Engineer Bat-
talion who marched down
Pilsen’s main Vinohradska
Street, helped thit couniry cel-
ghrate its 55th anniversary of
liberution, amd the end of Wiorld
War [T in Europe.

An cstimated 40000 people
attended the celebration o the
country's western  Bohemian
region. The Beaver Siale troops
were ireated 1o an enthusiastic
refrning hero s welcome,

“What an amazing feeling to
e welcomed the way we wene,”
said Gassner, acombat engineer
with the battalion’s Headguas-
ters and Headquaners Company
in Salem. “People were asking
for our autographs, little kids
were laking our piciures, One
kid even walked up to me and
asked how he could join the
Army. It was coal,”

The Oregondans were invited
by the Czech Army b0 join in the
hiberation parade. They klso wene
nsked 1o play n soccer game. Al
the war's end 53 years ago,
Crech Army troops ook on sol-
diers with the U5, Army's 2nd
Infantry, 97 Infantry and 16th
Armored divisions,

Like their counterparts de-
cades before them, the inexpen-
enced LS, soccer players Tost
thieir match, 7-1. Fifty-five years
garller, American Gls werne
wrounced 11-1.

Following the drubbing, Or-
egon soccer playvers exchanged
handshakes, hugs and jerseys
wilh their gracious fmemds, Late
in the game, the Crechs pur-
posely ket upon defense toallow
the Guardsmen 1o score their
lone ool in the spirit of “up-
hasleing the tradstion.™

For mamy Crechs, it was thelr
first time meeting Americans.

“I's good o find oul aboat
your habits and learn about your
culture, 1 have the fecling your
soldiers are very proud and very
friendly," said Crzech Army
Capt. Ceorge Hrazdil, a tank
company commander, *“The Na-
iiomal Gunrd people 1 have met
are very nice,

"The Americans made us o
very free people 55 vears ago,”
he added, *and 1 think it’s im-
porant for them o be here (o be
o pert of history.™

The celebration required the
124%h engineers to take abreak
firom their annueal training af the

Combat Manuever Training
Cemeral Hoehenfels, Germany.

“We were more than willing
w do oi” said Maj. William
Schute, 124%h battalion com-
mander. “Everybody was really
losking forward 1o it.”

Prioe to venturing inthe Crech
Republic, the Salem-based unit
wecurcd donathons of socoer uni-
forma, shoes and soccer balls
from Oregon-based Nike. After
the game, those items were given
o the Crechs as a symbol of

CUS Army officials, repre-
senting Eurapean Command and
the Tth Army Training Center,
said the National Guard's par-
ticipation in Pilsen not only
miarked the return of U5 forces
to the Czrech Republic, bot sig-
nified the Guard's increasing
mle in European affairs, The
Crech Republic, Imked with the
Texns Mutions] Guard through
the Gunnd’'s Siie Partnership
Program, became 4 member of

NATO last year,

“They are ambassaclors for the
enting Uniled Sutes Amiy, ot
Just Oregon and the National
Guard,” observed Michigan
Army Cuand Le, Col, Bob Will-
iams, o plans and operations of -
ficer serving wt the Tth Army
Training Center in Graefenwohr.

Robert Gilbert marched
through the streets of Pilzen 35
wears ago when he was a private
with the 2nd Division's Com-
pany F, 381h Infantry Regiment.
As one of more than 300 divi-
spafi veterans o atendance, he
snid the 1249h's participation
in the parade reminded him of
his march through the city streets

“decades ago

“When we first got here back
in 1945, vou coulda’t walk any-
where withoul someone touch-
ing you,” Gilbert recalled. “The
Czech people are still very
friendly and hospitable.”

Adter the parnde, 1249th citi-
zen-soldiers  returned  to

WELCOMED -- Oregon
Army Guard engineers
joined World War 1l
veterans during a parade
in the Crech Rebublic.

Hobenfiels o begin packing for
home. Maony said they woukd
vividly remember their histonc,
three-day visit to Pilsen,

Tt weas really great 1o se2 5o
many people who apprecisied
our presence, [ got really choked
up a couple of times because of
all of the applause people gave
us," sl Spe. Charles Parrey a
sarveyor at the Salem-hassd
headguarters. *Bath the old and
young Ceech people were sup-
portive of us being there. It was
really emoticnal for me.”

The Guardsmen #lso left o last-
ing impression on their Crech
Armyy hosts,

“We made o good team,” said
Crech Ly, Col. Posgdsil Taroslav
to i formation of 124%h troops,
“1 henpe wee willl meed again,”
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Alr Guard Col. Lais Schmidt (lefi) and
Army Guard Col. Laura Strange re-
cenlly made Georgia history.

MNew York TSgl. Scoll Green (left)
looks on as his eivillan boss, Joo
Priest, receives a ‘My Boss s a Pa-
trict Award’ from his military boss.

An appreciative Rochelle Park Mayor
Joseph Scarpa (fourth from left)
presents plaqueas to New Jersay
Army Guard Cal. John Dwyer (left},
15t L1 Brian Thampson, Capt. Eric
Shular and Capt. John Sharpe James
for their unil s help during last year's
hurricane-induced floods.

1

tHE ON GUARD
July 2004




PARTMNERED -
Rough and Ready
co-directors,
Ma]. Gen. O.M.
Yevdin (right}and
Brig. Gen. David
Hudlet, confer.

ROUGH Axp READY

California teams with
its Ukrainian partners
to practice their re-
sponse to disasters

By Lt. Col. Doug Hart
California Narional Ciuard

catastrophic Mood has

Apr_rmun:n:!y aliered

Ukraine"s landscape,

Thousands from the former So-

vietrepublic are dead or injured;

even more are lefl homeless, The

raging walers also have left mil-

5 Tioms of dollars if damage inits
wake.

The Ukrainian eivilian medi-
cal community, althoagh sup-
poried by its military, is over-
whelmed. A call & made o the
Umited States.

A team consisting of nearly
1 70 members from the Califor-
nia Mational Guard, Coast
Guard, California Emérgency
Medical Services Authorty,
Califormia Department of Pub-
lic Healih amd the LS. Depart-

ment of Transportation respond.

Flood response wis just one
of the scenartos that made up
Rongh and Ready 2000, a State
Partnership Program-sponsoned
workshop held in Kharkiv,
Ulkruine, for nine days in May.

The exercise allowed Ameri-
can civilinn and mlitary emser-
pency fesponse feams (o share
civil emergency plenming. medi-
cal disaster response and pablic
health technigques and proce-
dures with their Ukrainian coun-

Muj. Gen. Daniel Gibson,
California Alr Guard com-
mander, snid the workshop was
mistunlly beneficial,

“The miakitery and chvilinn sec-
tors of each of our nations will
be betier prepared to help and
protect our fellow citinens,” he
s,

According toMaj. Steve Goll,
a California Mational CGuard in-
fermational affars officer. thix
yeur"s Rough and Ready work-
shop differed from others.

“The more of these hamids-on
workshops we do the better we
will get,” he explained. "This
featured the larpest LS. mili-

tary group sssembled soclose o
the Russian border simce the
breakup of the Soviet Union.”

G sibided that Russion ob-
servers atiended the workshop,

Of the nearly 170 people on
the LS. assistance team, 128 of
therm were membsers of the Cali-
formia Mational Guard. Ench Air
Guard unit in the Golden State
- the 126th Rescue Wing. 144th
Fighter Wing, 146ah Airlift
Wing, 163rd Air Refueling
Wing, 162nd Combat Commu-
mications Groupand State Head-
quarters — wis

Army Guard citizen-soldicrs
with the siate’s headguarters
staff also participated.

Aside from practicing their
response to natural disasiers,
participants tested their ability
to respond o an aircrafl seci-
dent. Another scenario required
Guardmembers 0 medically

evacuabe victims by air from a
building that had collapsed. The
dwelling also included haard-
oiis muterinls.

Rough and Ready was co-di-
rected by Ukrainian Maj. Gen
O.M. Yevdin, chiel of planning
for its Ministry of Emergencies,
and California Adr Guard Brig.
iGen, David Hisllet, the stoe’s
assistant adjutant general for air.

Hudlet said it wos the first
timee Ukrainian and U5, civil-
fans medical experts were used
&5 major contribulons,

Onher parinerships may grow
from ‘Ready’s’ soccess, said
Dan Smiley, California Emer-
gency Medical Services Autho-
rity's chiefl deputy director.

I have already been invited
back to Kiev io speak on Emer-
pency Medical Services system
development and 1o review
Rowgh and Ready 2000 ar the

TEAM EFFORT- Military
and civilian Ukraintans and
Americans carry a patient
to a waiting C-130.

ppeoming American Interna-
tiomal Health Allinnce {AIFA)
meeting,” he explained.

Califomnia has been parmered
with Ukraine since August 1993
through the National Guord's
Siate Partnership Program.

Gen. Yevdin said much has
been leared from the numerous
exchanpes over the years,

“A% we spend more lime -
gether,” he observied, “1 see that
our people are more alike than
they areé different.”

Gen. Gibson hopes others will
follow their bead.,

“This is an example 10 all na-
tions that through cooperation,
ihe world is & betier place for
ll,” he said.

113th Wing's Honor Guard. He was
named an outstanding performer during a
1997 pperational readiness inspection in
Michigam,

*These four have met extremely rigor-
ous standlards and have been endorsed by
many panels of their peers to achieve this
honor,” said CMSgt. Gary Broadbent, the
Command Chiel Master Sergeant for the
Air Cuard's more than 92,000 enlisted
men and women,

“%es we have our chains of commimnd.
Yes, we follow onders,” added Brosibent,
“Hot we are successful becouse we ane
trained 10 be independent thinkers. These

fourindividuals are outstanding examples
of people who have taken thal training
seriously.”

"] sae 50 many spectacular enlisted
people in the National Guard and other
reserve components who | visit every
weoekend,” observed Charles Cragin, the
acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Reserve Affairs. “When you are sclected
b your peers as Lhe best of the best, that
is @ real accomplishmend.”

Her five years in the active Army, coim-
bined with nearly four years in the Ari-
zona Army Guard and five years in the
Adr Guoard, have given Lizdeth Meats an
accomplished military background.

Being named odne of the Alr Guard's
top enlisted people for this year, she indi-
cated, will make her work thal much
harder to be the quality leader that others
beclieve she has already become,

SOLDIERS
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He is nssigned to the Anmy Recraiting
and Retention Command in Dullas, Cre.,
and has been a rifleman and emergency
medical technician in the Sinid. He also
belongs 1o the state honor guard and hns
troined with members: of the 3rd LS.
Infantry (The Old Guard) in Arlington,
Vi

m 15 Army Pacific FFC Vincend
Cruz, Guam, Sobdier of the Year; and
Sgt. Edwin Irizarry, Alaska, NCO of
ithe Year,

Cruz is a vehicle driver assigned 1o
Headquarters, Guam Area Command in
Fort Juan Muna &md has an assockiie’s

degree in murketing,

Irizarry joined the Alaska Army
Goard’s Ird Baalion, 297th Infantey as a
geout in December 1998 after 14 years i
the active Army, inchsding duty with the
82nd Asrborne Division and a Gull War
o with the fth Cavalry Regiment,

He was a coxswain for an Army boat
ferrving troops, supplies and equipment
from Ketchikan toa National Guard road-
building project onthe island of Metlakatla
when he fell inlove with Alaska pnd Shari
Willinms. They were murried in June
1999, and they live in Keichikan.

Mike Cling, o retired Army Guard mas-
ter sergeant and executive director of the
Enlisted Association of the MNational
Guard of the United States, had some
advice for the Army Guand™s top ineops.

“Keep doing what you're doing,” he
said,“because you're doing it right.”
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B ‘Bama Builders

m Bomber Boost

m Haitian Helpers

Wright-Patterson Alr Force 3tk
Base has an upgraded contractor ;
trailer parking arca, thanks to 30
members from the Air Guand's
117th Civil Engincer Squadron
based in Birmingham,

The group deployed 10 the Ohio
base from June 10-24 o improve
the uitlitics to o trailer park near
Gme 228,

The trsditional Guardmembers
ran waler, ebectricity, sewer and
cOMMuUnicAlions access o the site,
and poured 16 concrete slabs
where long-term contractors in the
basc's Area B can park their mo-
bile offices.

“This project hus been plunned
for severnl years, but lacked man-
power aviilability. This is o “win-
win,” since they (the Guardmem-
bers) gained the experience and
Wright-Patterson obtained the
required utility upgrada,” said Jim
Smith, project manager for the
#%th Civil Engineer Squadron
“'H!‘.'m-. i A B i e i

Sinith said having the Alabama
Air National Guard do the con-
struction saved the Air Force
£200,000 in labor.

A majority of the crew worked
|1 days — only missing one day of
work because of heavy rains.

“We kept trying 1o figure out
the weather day-to-day,” said SSg1
Michael Bell. “We kept right on
going. rain or shine, and with lots
of mud.”

The 184th Bomb Wing unveiled
it"s newly modemized B-1s to the
public st the McConnell AFB
Open House, June 16-18,

Equipped with 24 all-weather
precision guided Foint Direct At-
tack Munitions (JDAM), the Air
Ciuard snit mow posseses one of
the most bethal aircrady in the
worbd, The JDAM was exclusively
wsed by the B-2 Bomber, whene il
demaostrated impressive accurcy
during the 1999 Kosovo conflict.

Air Guand B-15 recently com-
pleted a 70-day modemization
process ab Oklahoma City Adr
Logistics Center, where they were
upgraded with Global Positioning
Svslem (GPS) receivers and new
wiring that will alkow it fo commu-
micaie b0 all 24 weapons carried in
it"s massive bomb bays, These
revolulionary new weapons enable
a single B=1 to strike 24 separate
tnrgets during a bomb .,

This new capability increases the
-eifectiveness of B-15 by over 2000
Ipercent compared to dropping
unguided bombs. A full-scale rep-

lica of the JDAM was on display
near the B-1 for inspection by the
general public.

Each JDAM carries a 2,000~
pound warhead and can be ex-
pected to destroy or disable mili-
tary targets within a 40-fool racius
of its poant of impact. It usaally
strikes within 20 fect of the in-
lended target.

By Capt. William Soddy
[Hliroiy Nationad Gaard

Membery of the Peoria-based I82nd Airlift
Wing teamed with local charity organizations (o
process and palletize nearly 81.500 pounds of relief
and educatbonal supplies for airlift to Haiti and
Romania recently.

The airlift to Haiti was coordinated with the Ap-
ostolic Christian World Relief Center and included
more than 78,000 pounds of relief supplics — the
approximate weight of 26 mid-sized cars, Ttems
included medical supplies, non-perishable food,
clothing, school kits, air conditioners, a fire truck
nrwd @ farm tracion

These supplics were secured through commercial
and private donations to help the people of Hait in
the struggling development of their country. Ap-

proximately 75 percent of the population there lives
in extreme poverty.

“Knowing where these pallets are going, gives
me a lot of pride,” said SrA. Don Reay. “1 saw the
pallets as 1 drove on base today, but had no idea
that 1 would get 1o use my Guard skills to help get
them 1o needy people.”

In addition to the reliel supplies processed for
shipment to Haiti that weekend, 1820d Airlift Wing
persannel also palletized and loaded more than
1,500 pounds of books that were airdifted 10 Roma-
fika

This effort was initiated by Clare Grap of the
Peoria Arca Returned Peace Corps Wolunteers, who
strictly by chance, leamed of the need for books in
a small high school in Romania.

In May 1998, Grap attended a local rotary club
meeting where Bradley University students were

presenting class projects. One student, Anna Clark,
mentioned in her report that she was signing up for
a Peace Corps tour afier graduation.

A former Peace Corps volunteer himself, Grap
was eager 10 11lk to Clark after the presentations.
Grap encouraged Clark to contact him if she ever
needed anything.

To his surprise, Grap received a letter from Clark
abott six months later. She ended up in Romania
tenching English at o small high school as part of
her Pesce Corps assignment. In the correspondence
that followed, she communicated the desperate
need for English books in their school library.

Without hesitation, Grap began coordinating
with local school districes and city organizations (o
wscure book donations. His efforts proved fraitful.
In all, more than 3500 pounds of books were do-
maied,
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s Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

An unprepared Air Guard leamed many

important lessons during the Korean War

The Turning
POINT

hen Nonh Korean forces attacked their south

em nelghbor on June 25, 1950, in an effon 1o

reunify the peninsula under communist jead-
ership, the United States was caught by surprise, The
ensuing war aleo exposed the glaring weaknesses ol the
active duty military establishment and its reserve com-
ponents, (o include a woefully unprepared Air National
Giuard (ANG),

Members of the ANG were far from ready to play its
intended combat role, given that most of the fighter
akreraft they Mew were obsolele propelier-driven F-4Ts
and F-51s. Driven by low budgets, as well as Alr Force
neglect, its training was grossly inadequate.

Compounding the problem. Air Force leaders could
see no compelling military need for state-controlled Air
Guard organizations. After World War I1, they tried o
weize control of the Air Guard and combine it with the Air
Force Reserve as @ strictly federal force, Those futile
elforis created high levels of scrimony, distrust and
pelitical controversy between the two forces.

Hoawever, the Korean War proved 1o be a tuming point
in the troubled relationship between the Air Guard and
the Alr Force, as more than 45,000 Air Guardsmen -
nearly 80 percent of the organization -— were miobilized.

In Okctober 1950, 15 Air Guard flying squadrons and
mumerous support units were mobilized. The Air Force
deemed that move as only a termporary means 10 an end.
However, massive Chinese communist infervention in
the war in late October destroyed that assumption. Kofea
became the AirGuard's largest war. Eventually, 57 of its
&4 flying squadrons, most of ils aincraft contral and
warning (AC&W) units, along with many suppoe ofga-
nizations, were called up.

Once mobilized. they proved to be almost wotally
unprepared for combat. Guard units were assigned al-
most at random to varkous major air commands regard-
less of their previous training and equipment. Many key
Air Guardsmen were stripped away from their units and
wsed as individual fillers elsewhere in the Air Force,

It took three 1o six months for some ANG units to
becaime combat ready. Some never did. Eventually, the
mess was sorted out, but not before the mobilization of
all the U.5. reserve components had created a tremen-
dous political uproar.

The difficulties encountered in mobilizing the Air
Guard were part of the much larger problem: How 1o
provide manpower for a limited war in an equitable
manner within the confines of a Department of Defense
system designed for todal global war.

Diespitethe initial problems, Air Guand
units and individuals made significant
contributions to the Air Force, Six ANG
fighter squadrons, equippesd withF-Eds,
flew combat in Korea -- mostly highly
dangerous ground support missions. Air
Ciuardsmen flew 39,530 combat sorties
and destroyed 39 enemy abrcrafi. But,
the Air Guard paid a high price in Korea
as 101 of its members were ¢ither killed
or declared missing in action.

In 1952, Air Force and Air Guard
fighter squadrons in the Far East also
participated in an historic Cxperiment
As part of Operation “High Tide,” they
performed some of the Air Foree's ear-
liest air refuclings during combat,

During the war, Ajr Guardsmen made
some of their most dramatie contribu-
tions a5 individuals rather than mem-
hers of Guard units. Four of them achieved the coveted
stutis of sces (five kills) while flying F-86s in Aar Force
units, They were Capts, Clifford Jolley (Utah), Robern
Love (California), and Robinson Risner (Oklzhoma).
and Maj. James Hagerstrom (Texas),

President Truman's administration was especially con-
cerned that the Soviet Union might launch an attack on
Western Europe while the LS. was preoccupiad militar-
ily in Asin. To counter that larger threat, it accelernied
plans tobaild-up NATO" «conventional military strength
by sending additional American forces to the continent.
Ten Air Guard combat flying units were dispatched 10

Phoso couriesy of WGE Hisioncal Sorvices
FIRST KILL = 1st Lt. Arthur Oligher (laft) and
Capt. Harry Underwood demonsirate how they
tearned up to shoot down an enemy MIG-15
over North Korea June 26, 1951. It was the first
kill registered by Alr Guard unit pllots.

Europe ond the United Kingdom as par of NATO's
CRPNRSkI,

While some ANG unifs and members distinguished
themselves abroad, 51 of the 67 Air Guord {lying units
mobilized doring the Korean conflict remained the
U.5. 1o help the Air Force expand for the feared global
confrontation with the Soviet Union. Progress intraining
Air Guard units was extremely slow, Shortages of air-
craft, spare parts and supplies, as well as excessive
personnel umover, exacerbated their problems. Unit
cohesion, and the distinctive Alr Guard character of those
organizations, was undetermined.

Alihough fying squkirons gammered the lion's share of
attention, almost all of the Air Guard's ACEW units
were called into federl service. Nearly 11,000 of the
approximately 45,000 Air Guardsmen mobilized were

from those units. Many individuals wene
transferred from them to Air Force orga-
pizations around the globe. Most of the
Guard's AC&EW units were assigned (o
sirengthen air defenses stateside. Sev-
cral were senl fo overseas locations,
imcluding Libya, Newfoundland, Labra-
dor, French Moroceo and Germany.

The Korean War mohlization fiusco
forced the Air Force to thoroughly re-
yump its reserve system, Sterting during
the conflict itself, the Air Guard helped
pioneer now approgches o neserve trin-
ing and management within the Air
Force., Blessed with innovative leaders
like Maj, Cren. Winston “Wimpy™ Wil-
son, plas a strong political base, the
Giueard traded some of its autononty as
tate-run force forcloser integration with
the active dury force.

Wilson recognized that the Alr Guard faced a i
future unless it became a thoroughly professional orga-
nization. Forhim, that meant that the ANG had to acquire
definite wartime missions. It also had to be integrated
into Air Force planning, budgeting, exercises, and opera-
tional missions on 4 regular basis. To increase Might
safety, he persunded the Defense Department to putha-
rize an additional 36 Mlight training periods each year for
15 airenows beyond their maonthly drill and 1 5-day annual
training requirements. The four mandatory AMG unit
training drills, at the time held one per week, were
concentrated on one weekend cach month. Additionally.
the Air Guard added more full-time technicians,

Wilson also worked 10 acquire modemn aircraft and
facilitics. At installations that could not adapt o jet
fighters. the Air Guard began forming special operntions
squadrons in 1955, Later that decade, 1t traded some
vintage fighters for transports configured for acromedi-
cal airlifi missions. By 1960, C-97 strategic airlifters had
begun to enter the Guard's inventory.

Above all, Wilson was determined 1o ensure that the
Air Guard met the same tough professional training
slandards as the active force.

in 1951, the Akr Force established specific mobiliza-
tion requirements for the Air Guard in its war plans for
the first time. Air Guardsmen proposed an abr defense
rupway alerl program as a way o comhine realistic
training and support of 4 significant operations] mission
in peacelime:

Beginning on an experimental basis in Masch 1953,
units at Syracuge, N.Y,, and Hayward, Calil., began
standing alert from an hour before sunsise to an hour afier
sunset. Each site maintaiped two F-51s on five-minute
alert. Air Guardsmen conducted periodic scrambles 10
st the concept. Despite Adr Staff doubts and initial
resistance, the experiment was i success. By 1961, ithad
expanded inlo a permancnt, roond-the-clock progrism
that included 25 ANG fighter squadrons.

The ranway alert program was te first broad effart bt
integrte reserve unils into the regular peacetime operal-
ing structure of the American armmed forces on'a conting-
ing basis. It was the genesis of the 104al force approach o
reserve components” training and wtilization.

The Korean conflict was a crucial turning potnt it th
history of the modern Air Guand. It revessed the down-
ward dlide of the Giuard's relationship with the Air Foree
and marked the beginning of the Air Guard's evolution
into an effective reserve componenl.
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More than 5,000 Indiana Army Guardmembers go to war
at Fort Polk’s Joint Readiness Training Center

BATTLE in
he BAYOU

By Spe. Amy Bombassaro
Irclicuma Nariounal Craand

ext o war, observed Indiana
N Armmy Guard Brg. Gen, R. Mar-
tin Limbarger. Fort Polk"s form-
dable Joint Readiness Truining Center “is
the most challenging event the Army can
give to an infantry brigade.”
As commander of the 76th Separate
Iifantry Brigade he should know, par-
ticularly after he and 5,000 Hoosier citi-

SRR S

After three vears of training, to include

« T -
.

higher level of training. Thus, soldiers sre
exposed to combal scenarios, while also
having 10 deal with such things as the
presence of media on the battlefield.

To ensure Indfana troops heeded each
lesson, expert observers from Polk, the
Indiana Guard and the First Army evalu-
ated the soldier’s every step; sometimes
calling a pause in the action to reflect on
mistakes or o emphasize points,

SFC Willis Cotton, an observer, con-
troller based at Polk, said he helped sol-
diers wee the new Single-channel Ground
and Airborne Radio System, called
SINCGARS, nufios.

“We coach, teach and mentor,” Cotton
sdid. “We went into the teach mode to
belp them get the SINCGARS straight.
They listened and it worked "

Indiana Capt. Bremt Bohl, an mstructor
althe Indiana Military Academy st Camp
Atterbury who watched 3nd platoon sol-
diers with Company C. 15131 Infantry,
said observers leamed as well.

“You can stamnd back and think about
what you would do in-sitnations,” he
noded, “without feeling stressed out from
being in the heat of the battle,”

Besides Indiana, units from 14
other states participated in the
exercise, This made standardized
training doubly important fotank-
ers like Georgia Spe. David
Anderson, 8 member of Troop E,
[081h Cavalry.

“You're putting groups of
people fogether that have never
seen ench other before, and we'ne
working sowell together,” he said,
“The ane guy we have from the

Indinns Guard [PFC Richard

Photos by Spe. Army Bombassarp Bemavides) is on the Bradley that
WAR GAME - Spc. Jason Hildenbrand  ['m in. He has been highly meoti-
(left) calls in a report from his Humvee.  vaied und willing to get out there
Anindianatroop (above)eyestheenemy.  and do his job.”

an iensive rehenrsal last year, Téth in-
fantrymen eamed admiration from their
pctive-duty counterparts for their efforts.

“The Téith brigade has really done theiy
homework,” said Col, Richard Kuech-
enmeister, & MNational Guard linison of-
ficer at the JRTC. “They completed 50
percent of their training before they got
here. Mow what they're doing is the icing
on the cake.”

The icing wasn't always sweel for
Induma’s ground pounders, who had 1o
contend with civilion refugees, enemy
artacks both day and night and searing
temperatures, while defending the fic-
tional country of Cortina.

The goal of the JRTC, noted Kuechen-
messter, s for units to leave af a moch

Umbarger said the high-level
training helps bring active Army and No-
tional Ciuard troops closer wogether.

"I"s just a great leaming environment
forus,” noted the general. “There is really
no longer a National Guard and Army,
15 just one Army. We just happen to be
on the reserve component side of i

With the JRTC behind them, Téth Bri-
gade infuntrymen can now foous on their
uptaming peacckeeping mission 1o
Bosnin in April 2002,

Well, except maybe Spe. Tony Simms.
After two weeks of imense physical and
mental stress, the 2nd Banalion, 293nd
Infantry man hos more immediate pluns.

“I"'m going to take a day and do abso-
lutely nothing,” he said happily, “except
mayhe inke a shower and siton the couch,”

16

HE ON GUARD
July 2000




