
New Mexicans called to tame wildfires
Richard Almeter, were part of the first

'Ididn't think Iwas going wave of responders. According to
Almeter, his security team spent nine

to make it. The forest sound- days, working 12-hour shifts, assisting
the Los Alamos Police Department.

lo4ykaud pc rnt' <71:,
squadron had spent the previous drill
weekendpracticing their response to wild

By MSgt. Reggie Saville land fire fighting.
New Mexico National Guard "It was very satisfying to be where we

were really needed," said Almeter, a 26-A fter raging wild fires sweptyearGuardveteran who spent six-months
through Los Alamos, N.M.,char- commanding the squadron during the
ring 47,650 acres and leaving Persian Gulf War. "We could see where

405 families homeless, more than 1,000 all the training paid off."
Army and Air Guardmembers were call- The New Mexico Guard also were part
ed upon to help the Land of Enchantment of a high-profile escort mission, reported
recover. Capt. Kim Lalley, state Guard spokesper-

The largest state activation in more son.
than 30 years saw Guard men and women "When Los Alamos was closed to the
help battle fires in public, victims of the
Los Alamos, Man- fire wanted to sur-
uelita, Ruidoso and vey thedamage," she
Cloudcroft, where an explained. "Due to
estimated $100 mil- safety concerns, the
lion of damage was Guard secured 31
wrought to an area school buses and set
slightly larger than up an operation in
the District of Co- Santa Fe where vic-
lumbia. tims whose homes

"It was absolute Photo SMSgt. James F. Davis had been destroyed
firestorm, with hun- LAID to RUIN -- A New Mexico could meet with in-
dredsofhousesbum- Air Guard security policeman surance adjusters,
ingatonce,"reported with the 150th Fighter Wing grief counselors and
1 st Sgt. Jason Riley. surveys the damage done to a the Red Cross."
"There were houses car afterfires destroyed nearly With a grief coun-
bumedrightdownto 48,000 acres. selor abroad each
the foundation; not bus, Air Guard vol-
even the bathtubs survived." unteers made the four-hourtrekwith their

The blaze began on National Park Ser- displaced neighbors to view the fire's
vice land May 4 when high winds caused aftermath, and in some cases, retrieve
a prescribed burn to get out of control, valuables.
Gov. Gary Johnson called out the Guard "The victims of the fire and Guards-
four days later to help evacuate 25,000 men really bonded," Lalley added. "Many
Los Alamos residents and to assist in folks hugged AirGuardsmen and thanked
controlling the fire. them for being there."

Nearly 40 law enforcers with the Air By the time Los Alamos was declared
Guard 150th Fighter Wing's Security
Forces Squadron, ledbycommanderMaj. U See FIRE, page 5
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COMMINYARY
m R e a d e r s R e t u r n F i r e

would like to get it for my husband who created by New Jersey Air GuardGUARD has been in the Maryland Guard for MSgt. Don Taggart, a member of theMAIL many years. 177th Fighter Wing's visual informa-
JoAnn Snead tion division.Damn Engineers Maryland resident Furthermore, the research and the

initial article about Williams, which
l am troubled by an error in a recent Editor's Note: According to Maj. appeared in the 177th's base newspaper

issue that stated, ...each combat arms Kevin Little, with the National Guard The Contrail, was done by the 177th's
branch (infantry, field artillery, air Bureau's Strategic Initiatives Group, Maj. Roger Pharo, SSgt. Stephan
defense, armor and aviation)..." It did the "I Guard America" song can be Clanton and TSgt. John Carothers.
not include each combat arm. accessed through the public domain Air If one of your historians is going to

Your writer omitted the special National Guard website: http:/www. do an article and use the information
forces and the engineers, both are com- ang.afmil; or directly accessed to: collected and written by others, it is
bat arms branches. http://www.ang.af mil/ngbsong/ only appropriate that you give credit to

The engineers do have a regimental newsong.htm. them, especially when no further re-
affiliation. However, you are not the search is done, only a rewrite.
first to make this error. Many in the SSgt. Mark Olsenmaneuver community have been conve- New Jersey National Guard
niently forgetting the combat engineers I trust you're aware that the corn-
lately. All too often, it seems that the mentary by Canadian Gordon Sinclair Where's Johnny
engineer is the last one to be considered praising the United States and its help-
in their plans and tactics, but we are the ful efforts around the globe was origi- I writing regarding the article en-
first ones they call on when they are no nally released in the early 1970s? tidled "Corn Field Connection" that
longer able to maneuver. As a teenager I had a 45/rpm record appeared in your February issue.

They boast of their success in Iraq, of it. And as you read the text, you'll Johnny Carson is from Norfolk, Ne-
but forget that engineers had to lay it on note that it isn't very contemporary. braska and not Iowa.
the line for the initial breach of the But I'm grateful you printed it. Iowa is the home of the Kevin
enemy obstacles. First, because it's still true, and sec- Costner baseball movie "Field of

Please, do not forget "The Damn ond, because I have been looking for a Dreams," which was filmed in
EZngnqers!" coMYpf it, but I gid not emember v

.name (if the wd"I it ti. Clifford Thelen
Pennsylvania National Guard Maybe someone should write an Nebraska National Guard

updated version of it. . ...............
Tuning In TSgt Bill Campbell LETTERS POLICY:Washington National Guard

I don't have access to The On 'Letters to the Editor' are subject
Guard all the time, but I really enjoy Where to editing for space and style con-
the paper when I can get my hands on Creit i Due siderations.
it. I was interested in the article about Theartwork of 1st Lt. Thomas E. FAX your letters to DSN 327-
James Rogers in your February issue. Williams, the Air Guard's first African- 3686 or (703) 607-3686

Would you know where I could get a American pilot, that appeared in your e-mail address is:
tape of the song "I Guard America." I February issue's history section was malthanerj@ngb.ang.af.mil

"Let .me get this straight, once I sign this I II be part of the NAVY S.EAL S"
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IN THE NEWS
* Two-Star Salute . Lawmaker Retires u Bureau Brass

Army Guard pins first woman two-star
and a terrific person," praised Blanck of the 12th woman

E Milestone: Army's Deputy Sur- major general serving Army-wide.
"It is an honor to serve with this soldier," said Schultz.geon Generalbecomes 12thwoman They know herwell. Mathewson-Chapman, who holds

a doctorate in nursing, is the Army's Deputy Surgeon
Gene to Blanck and a special assistant to Schultz.major general currentlyShe is also a medical consultant to Maj. Gen. Ronald
Harrison, the adjutant general for Florida, where
Mathewson-Chapman is the civilian director for the Fed-By MSgt. Bob Haskeli eral Strategic Health Alliance at the Veterans Health

National Guard Bureau System in Bay Pines, near St. Petersburg.
She links Defense Department and Veterans Adminis-A n accomplished nurse who is focusing her con- tration health care assets with members of reserve com-

siderable energies on caring for older soldiers ponents in Florida, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands.
has become the first woman in the Army Na- "The Guard is a healthy force, better than society intional Guard to be promoted to major general. general," observed Mathewson-Chapman, who special-

Marianne Mathewson- izes in chronic illness.
Chapman, from the Florida "Men between 40 and 60 needArmy National Guard, received a lot of health education, be-her second star May 15 in a S cause they tend not to take veryPentagon room dressed with the good care of themselves andportraits of such five-star Army g delay seeking medical care," she
luminaries as Dwight Eisen- added.
hower, George Marshall and "That's why I advocatetaP Iuglv~crur ,* - watching y'ou"dit doexwaSin

The Desert Storm veteran, regularly, controlling yourblood
who has staked her military and pressure and stopping smoking."civilian career on the idea that The reputation she has ac-
every soldier counts, was clearly quired sice 1975 while servingthe center of some high-pow- with Army Guard armor troopsered attention. g * c in California and with artillery

Lt. Gen. Ronald Blanck, the citizen-soldiers in Pennsylvania
Army Surgeon General, and and Florida preceded her to the
Army GuardDirector Maj. Gen. Pentagon ceremony.Roger Schultz, pinned her new stars on Mathewson- This was the nurse who used to peer into tanks at the
Chapman. Lt. Gen. Russell Davis, National Guard Bu- National Training Center in California to make surereau Chief, attended the ceremony, as did two women Guard soldiers were wearing their hearing protection.generals, Air Guard Maj. Gen. Irene Trowell-Harris and This was the innovative nurse who set up lemonade
Army Reserve Brig. Gen. Donna Barbisch.

"She is a super clinician, a wonderful leader, a mentor U See TWO-STAR LADY, Page 4

Congressman Clement retires from Tennessee Guard
By Maj. Lee Packnett The event, an active-duty, Reserve and GuardNational Guard Bureau hostedby Na- Adjutant General Corps officer. Af-

tional Guard ter a two-year active duty stint, Clem-efore he became a U.S. Con- Bureau Chief entjoined theTennessee Army Guard
gressman, Bob Clement was Lt. Gen. Rus- in 1971.
a lieutenant colonel in the sell Davis, Davis called the seven-term Con-Tennessee Army National Guard. honored the gressman a "very powerful influ-

Itwas amessage the 30-yearGuard Volunteer ence" on everyone in uniform.veteran made certain to share with State Demo- "Bob Clement has been a chain-those who attended his Guard retire- Col. Clement cratic law- pion and an advocate for the reservement ceremony on Capitol Hill. maker, who retired as a colonel, components. His record of achieve-
Clement's April 5 retirement He began his military career as a ment is long and broad," he said.leaves just two traditional Guard- Reserve Officer Training Program Davis said Clement would not restmembers serving in Congress; Rep. cadet at the University of Tennessee. on his laurels.

John Tanner (D-Tenn.), an Army "IjoinedtheROTCbecauselknew "As he concludes his military ca-Guard lieutenant colonel; and Rep. where I was going with a draft lot- reer," the general predicted, "weLindsey Graham (R-S.C.), an Air tery number of 40," said Clement know he will continue his work in
Guard lieutenant colonel, before reflecting on three decades as other quarters."
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Kentucky crew helps rescue downed pilot
IN THE NEWS By 1st Lt. Dale Greer

Kentucky National GuardTWO-STAR LADY A n aircrew from the Kentucky Air
* Guard helped rescue a civilian
A pilot May 17 after his aircraft
plunged into the chilly Atlantic 360 milesstands outside Mojave Desert off the coast of Portugal.

briefing tents to ensure soldiers The pilot, 35-year-old Alex Haynes of
had plenty to drink Seattle, was not harmed in the crash but
"She put her foot down and let could have sustained severe injuries be-

it be known that soldiers cause of exposure to the 50-degree water.
ounted, recalled Army Guard At such temperatures, death from hypo-

Medical Service Corps Maj. thermia can occur within a few hours.
Darlene McCurdy, who served Fortunately, a C-130 crew from theclose to Mathewson-Chapmanon 123rd Airlift Wing, based in Louisville,
a wind-swept sheep pasture in Ky., heard Haynes' distress calls and
southwestern Turkey during a diverted to the crash site with survival
three-week training exercise in gear.
September 1989. "We were flying from the Azores toWhen she went to war nearly Pisa, Italy, to pick up some Army Na-
10 years ago with the Florida tional Guard soldiers," explained Capt.
Guard's 202nd Medical Group Todd Lally, aircraft commander. "About
during Desert Storm, the general an hour after takeoff, we heard an air
became deputy chief nurse for traffic controller say, 'Who's declaring athe 3rd Medical Command in Mayday?' That really got our attention."
Saudi Arabia, She helped estab- Haynes, who was flying a single-en-lish 44 active and reserve com- gine Cessna, responded by Photo by TSgt. Michael Cookponent hospitals in five South- saying he was having engine FE SAVERS -- Kentucky Airwest Asian countries. troubleandthatheexpectedto 0", LICaring for people in uniform Guard SSgt. Randall Hood (above)Carngimpact the water in eight min- writes a message onto a lifewas a natural calling forthe Kan- utes. preserver sent to a fallen pilot. Thesas-born Mathewson-Chapman "There was a hush that fellwho began her military nursing over the cockpit' Lally re crew (front row, left): Arnold, Hoodwareergin 1970 as an ernsign. called. "Weknewitwasavery d a isCookeeanduer ;and La..yHer mother, Jeanne Mathew- serious situation." Davis Cook Velarder and Lally.son, was a Navy nurse in Califor- Lally asked his navigator, preservers and threw it out of the air-nia and Florida during WWII. Maj. Jason Arnold, to com- ra"Her father, Marine Capt. Robert pute how long their C- 130 The gambit worked. The kit landedjustMathewson, was a WWII fighter could stay over the crash and 50 feet from Haynes, who swam over,pilot and a helicopter pilot who still have enough fuel to reach inflated the raft and crawled inside.was rescued after getting shot land. In the meantime, Haynes Photo by ThlastilinsiLeew

downdurng he oren Wa. lnd.In he eantmeHayes hot by t. illLews "That was the last thing we saw beforedown during the Korean War. made his final radio transmis- we bugged out," Hood said. It was not,Her father is deceased, but sion before going down. The Egyptian C-130 arrived within 36 however, the last word. Hood hadMathewson-Chapman's mother "The last call I remember dis- minutes of the crash and reported seeing scrawled a note on Haynes' life preserverattended the two-star promotion tinctly," said MSgt. Scott Davis, a Haynes in an orange dinghy. The Egyp- with a grease pencil, telling the downedceremony that was hailed as a flight engineer in Kentucky's 165th tians then departed the scene because pilot that he would be picked up by amilestone for Total Force inte- Airlift Squadron. "His altitude was they were running low on fuel Turkishfishingtrawlerinaboutfivehours.gration and for the National about 300 feet, and the very last thing About 20 minutes later, the Kentucky As the Kentucky C-130 departed, itsGuard's medical community. he did before he hit was spout out his crew arrived on scene and began making fuel reserves now almost depleted fromMathewson-Chapman's hus- coordinates. It was pretty chilling to passes over the crash site at about 300 loitering over the crash site for 75 min-band Robert andyoungest daugh- hear his voice, because you could tell feet: They were unable to see the dinghy. utes, the Portuguese P-3 arrived to watchter Heather, a high school cadet he was really in trouble." Instead, Haynes seemed to be clinging to over Haynes until he could be picked upat the Admiral Farragut Acad- Lally, who was about an hour from a partially inflated life jacket by the surface vessel.emy in St. Petersburg, Fla., were Haynes' location, contacted the nearest "There was one distinct pass when we Lally said he was pleased by the inge-also there. So was the general's air traffic controller to offer assistance, couldtellhewas swimmingin thewater," nuity his crew displayed during the crisis.younger sister, AlaskaAir Guard but was told repeatedly to stand by. Lally said. "That's when we decided we Also involved in the rescue were Capt.Maj. Judy Mathewson. "They didn't realize I was trying to needed to get this guy a life raft." Doug Velander, SSgt. Brian Bauer andAn older daughter, Helena, is help," Lally said. "They thought I was The C-130's two loadmasters, MSgt TSgt. Michael Cook.an Army ROTC cadet at Florida trying to make my hourly position report David Riedley and SSgt. Randall Hood, "We were performing a mission thatSouthern College and is studying like everybody else. Finally, after they first dropped some sea dye to mark we're not really trained to do, so we hadin Spain. . a told me to stand by twice, I said, 'We can Haynes' position. They then began fabri- to improvise as we went along," LallyOther family ties also bind help you. Give us the opportunity.' cating a system for deploying a sea kit, said. "I was really proud of the teamworkMathewson-Chapman to the Na- "That's when they sent me to another which includes a life raft and mittens, our guys showed in dealing with thistional Guard. Her older brother frequency," he added, "so we could talk "Our concern was that it might not situation. Ithinkitprobably hadalot to doJoseph is a retired colonel from on a channel that wasn't so congested." float," Hood explained, noting that the kit with saving that guy's life."the California Army Guard, and The Kentucky crew was told to divert is normally worn as part of the survival Haynes expressed his gratitude duringher sister-in-law, Sheila Dom- to the crash site and render whatever gear attached to a parachute. a phone call to Velander after returning toinguez, is a lieutenant colonel, assistance they could. In the meantime, a "Sgt. Riedley and I were basically the United States the following week.Portuguese P-3 Orion rescue aircraft and making it up as we went along, so we "I can't thank you guys enough,"an Egyptian C-130 also were en route. hooked the sea kit to one of our life Haynes said. "I'll be eternally grateful."
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GETTING A LIFT-- A New
York Black Hawk crew air-New Yorkers airlift aid lifts equipment for engi-
neers trying to solve a
recent mudslide.

to watch the action.
'Now we will be able to get

By Lt. Col. Paul Fanning rigandits relatedequipmentnear the answers we need to come
New Yori National Guard the damaged area to obtain deep with a resolution," Kelly said.

soil samples In order to reopen Geologists were seeking to
ew York Army Guard the highway, geologists needed know exactly where the under-
air crews helped a com- the samples to measure the like- lying clay failed and how deepI munityrecover from the lihood of further landslides and the failure occurred.

affectsofadestructivemudslide. to help them plan an ultimate "The National Guard has
A UH-60 Black Hawk heli- solution to stop the damage. helped us save a lot of time,"

copter crew with the 3rd Battal- The rugged terrain, the steep Kelly said. "n the process, their
ion, 142nd Aviation responded slope and the presence of the help will help to prevent more
toacallfromGov.GeorgePataki nearby Normanskill Creek, damage, because we can get the
over the Memorial Day week- where flood waters swept over information we need and come
end to airlift thousands ofpounds the stream's banks, made it im- up witha working solution much
of civilian engineer equipment possible for the rig to be brought sooner. TheGuard has saved us
into the damaged area. in by ground vehicle or crane. months here."

New York Army Guard air Stateleadersdeterminedthatthe Overthe lastfew years, 142nd
and ground crew members con- mission could only be accom- crews have performed a number
ductedseven separate sling loads plished by members of the Na- of misssions as part of "guard-
of equipment and supplies to tional Guard. HELP" -- a program where the
enable civilian engineers to per- "This was fantastic and very Guard provides peacetime com-
form work at the scene. The op- impressive," said Paula Kelley, munity support while training
eration lasted about an hour. a spokesperson for New York's for its federal mission.

Heavy rains in New York's Department of Transportation. Since the program's launch in
capital district in May led to a ShewatchedastheBlackhawk 1998, 142ndcrewshaveairlifted
landslide in the Albany County gently lowered a load at the base abandoned cars from environ-
townofDelmar causingtheloss ofthemud slide slopeabout300 mentally-sensitive preserves at
of at least one building and dam- feet above and away from the various locations around the
agetoanadjacenthighway. New stream bed, and 100 feet below state, fought wildfires and per-
YorkStateDepartmentofTrans- the sharp cliff carved out by the formed other related airlift mis-

slide. Dozens of local residents, sions. The unit also deployed to
radr- concerned fortle sedtiit H6nduras lastyea as part of an

ventfurtherdamage, neededhelp their homes andbusinesses, also exercise to help with Hurricane
inpositioninga5,O0Qpounddrill lined up behind safety barriers -- P F Mitch recovery efforts;

Photo by Lt. Col. Paul Fanning
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Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell
Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell STANDING TALL -- Alexis

OFFICIAL PHOTO -- Heather Mitchell (left) performs precisionHicks, 12, holds her cousin, 18- marching drills as a member of
month-old Eric Gladia, while the Maryland National Guardwaiting to have their 'official' Youth ChalleNGe Program.
photos taken in battle dress Districtof Columbia ArmyGuarduniforms at the Joint Service SSgt. Anna Wood (above) beltsOpen House. out a tune with fellow members

of the 257th Army Band at the
The 50th anniversary of Joint Service Open House.

each in step and enthusiastically shout-
Armed Forces Day revealed ing cadence along the way.

Sitting in the front row of seats was a

many pleasant surprises of the young woman in the back row.
Venita and Michael Morris sat proudly,
but nervously, as they watched their
daughter perforn.

They smiled and applauded at the end
of the demonstration, happy to see Alexis
achieving so much afternearly three years
of heartache and frustration.

Like thousands of other freshmen,
Alexis went to her first day of high school
with hopes, dreams and aspirations. She-nwas enrolled at a Magna School for aca-
demically talented and gifted students in

Maryland's Prince George's County. But
soon peer pressure exerted its powers.
and she started to cut classes and spend

more time with her friends than she did at
By SSgt Andrew Hughanschool.
California National Guard The academic wheels had fallen off.

Two months before the end of the school
A s Alexis Mitchell, 17, stood rare- year Alexis' mother withdrew her from

rod straight in a formation with Morris; smiling. "I don't see the same versary of Armed Forces Day. school. She was 13.k19 other students, her stepfather person I saw a year ago. She is now a While Army and Air National Guard "High school is a difficult time for
MichaelMorris, couldn'tcontain apride- young woman who has her pride and menandwomen showedofftankstrucks, youngpeople. Theirevaluations of them-
ful smile. confidence back. I'm very proud of her. helicopters and airplanes in and around selves are so low, and they can fall in with

That smile wasn't there a year ago. "I believe in my heart," he added, " the Andrew's Hanger 4, Mitchell and 120 the wrong people very easily," said
That was before his District of Colum- ChalleNGeprogramhelped save herlife." Youth ChalleNGe cadets from four states Venita.

bia-raised stepdaughter became a mem- Ms. Mitchell's metamorphosis and delighted visitors with their precision That's what happened to Alexis, re-
ber of Maryland National Guard's Youth smile were on display at Andrews Air marching. peatedly, until November 1999, she ex-
ChalleNGe Program, where at-risk high Force Base, Md.. as part of the Joint Alexis stood in the back row, her blue plained. Just weeks before Alexis was
school drop outs are immersed in a five- Service Open House, May 20. The three- uniform neat and pressed, her beret going to start yet another school, her
month, in-residence, quasi-militarycourse day event, that featured the Army's straight on her head, with her determined motherdiscoveredthe YouthChalleNGe
aimed at giving them a second chance. Golden Knights parachute team, the eyes fixed front. On command, she and program on the Internet. Venita immedi-

"I see a self pride in her I have not seen Navy's Blue Angels and the Air Force's her drill team marched with pride and ately thought it was a sign, something
before. She walks taller and smiles," said Thunderbirds, celebrated the 50th anni- accuracy aroundthe hangar's parade area, that could help her troubled teen. Alexis

6THE ON GUARD.June 2000



Photo by SSgt. Andrew Hughan

FUTURE AVIATORS? --A West
Virginia Air Guard C-130 model
cargo aircraft drew the attention
from visitors of all ages.

I believe in was accepted
into the National
"G ard - runmyheart the ChalleNGe pro-
gram and step-

ChalleNGe ped into a new
world Feb. 13th.

She experi-:program enced the same

. . .emotions that
helped save millions of men

Andwomenhave =S
rlife known in basic U,

training: "What
am I doing

here?" she wondered.
Her days begin at 5:30 a.m. with run-

ning and calisthenics.,Physical fitness is
a big part of ChalleNGe. Classes in aca-
deinics fill the rest of the day. Alexis, and
the 72 other students left from 120 that
started in February, expect to receive
their high school diplomas after complet-
ing the 22-week week program.

"It was hard at first, but the time goes
by very fast," Alexis recalled. "Youlearn
to wear a uniformand get along with all
kinds of different people."

Now, more than half way through the
ChalleNGe program, Alexis is on her

way to graduating from high school, just
a month after the class she started with
four years ago.

Thefuture also looks bright for Alexis
Mitchell. She wants to join the military,
althoughshehasn'tdecided whichbranch.

"I'm proud of myself," she said as she
looked at her mother. "That's the first
time I have ever said that."
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1SPORTS
0 National Guard Marathoners Go Distance in Nebraska

Rogers claims first marathon victory
By PFC Bill Schneider
Nebraska National Guard

A fter 41 tries, SSgt. Curt
/.0 Rogers earned sweet re-

k- demption on a muggy
morning at the 17th Annual Na-
tional Guard Marathon in Lin-
coln, Neb.

"It's greatto winthis, finally,"
Rogers said of his multiple at-
tempts to win a 26.2 mile race.

Rogers, a digital computer
mechanic with the Kansas Air
Guard's 184th Bomber Wing,
won his first marathon on May 7
with a time of 2 hours, 34 min-
utes, 23 seconds.

This was Roger's 41st mara-
thon since he ran hisfirst in 1986.
He said he'd been a contender at
other races, but had never
clenched a first-place trophy.• waSpleasede
conditions," said Rogers, who .
also placed second overall in the
Lincoln Marathon, which ran in
conjunction with the Guard's
marathon.

Rogers, who has been in 11
consecutive Lincoln marathons,
said the weather could have been ALONG HAUL -- Kansasworse. Last year, due to the rain, AirGuard SSgt. Curt Rogershe slipped at the starting line and (left) and Capt. Holly Scottgot stepped on. (above) were the Guard'sEven though Rogers admitted fastest man and womanthat he wasn't feeling as strong as marathoners.
he would have liked, being in apack of frontrunners gave him rest of the year, I think we havethe hope that he might win. agood shot. You never know

"Knowing Iwas in contention, what Puerto Rico will do."Rogers said, "was very exciting." This year's times were slowerDelaware Army Guard Capt. than previous years because ofHolly Scott, commander of the high humidity, which hovered262nd Maintenance Company, near 100 percent.earned first place in the women's "The humidity was hard todivision, running 3:29:30. deal with. I never felt good theInthe master's category, Puerto entire race," said Oregon ArmyRico Army Guard 1 st Lt. Victor Photos by PFC Bill Schneider Guard SFC Tim Vandervlugt, aCuevascameinfirstwithatimeof2:44:15. Company, finished second in 2:35:16. readiness sergeant with Company A,After two years of Indiana rule, the "We put it all together and got these 1249thEngineer Battalion.favored Puerto Rico marathon squad re- results."" "It was like you were running in aclaimed the team title, winning the com- Indiana's team, who held the title for steam room," added Vandervlugt, whopetition with acombined timeof8:09:50. the past two years, succumbed to injury finished third with a time of 2:40:20.Spc. Jose Perez, a member of the first and illness during the training season. Perez, whoimproved his time over lastplace Puerto Rican tean said the key to SFC Trent Sinnett with the 2nd Brigade, year by six minutes, said this year's cli-
their success was putting the fastest guys 38th Infantry Division, said the team will mate was better than last year's rain andon the same team. be back to reclaim its tile next year. cooler temperatures."All the team members had better "Allthre members arerecovering from "The humidity was an advantage forpreparation," said Perez, a military po- injuries," said Sinnett who finished the us," hesaid, likening itto the weatherhisliceman with the 770th Military Police race in 2:50:42. "If we stay healthy forthe fellow Puerto Ricans train in back home.
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T 1... I I =were forced to march to HONORING VETS -- Bataan survivors, WaltIn th fo ttp Camp O'Donnell with-
out ood nd- aterforand Henry Peck marched a short distance with

. .. .,_v1= nearly five days. Of the members of the Minnesota Army Guard's 1-
64 sodiersfrom194th Infantry. Spc. Shaun Anderson (right)of th i a c st r ~ urBrainerd'S wNationalre shares a laugh with fellow march winner Spc.MeJaos

of her.anc strs in the Philippines in
194 1-42, half died. Benning, Ga., caught up to Jacobs at the 20-mile mark.

By Sgt. Clinton Wood Three of those The two agreed to walk in together. Before the meeting,
Minnesota National Guard Brainerd soldiers, Walt Anderson said he had run the entire distance.

Straka, Henry Peck and "He (Jacobs) was going like hell," said Anderson, anM] A ike Jacobs made himself and every combat Russell Swearingen, Photos by Sgt. Clinton Wood armorcrewman. JacobsevenhepedAndersontohis feet
] !veteran proud recently. live near Brainerd. after that latter had falen.

JL JNot only was this Minnesota Army Guard Other march survivors like Ken Porwoll of t. Paul and Jacobs. who runs 30 to 40 miles a week, also finished
specialist one of the nearly 200 soldiers to take on the 25- Arthur "Bud" Campell of Campbell, Calif., also attended first in the light division last year. He said the memory of,

mile 3rd Annual Bataan Memorial Death March in the event. Swearingen. 85, was the oldest, the sacrifice Bataan veterans endured helped keep him

Brainerd, Minn., he endured the course to honor the ForCampbell, 41939 WashingtonHighSchoolgradu- going. ,

veterans before him. ate, it was his first time back to Brainerd in 15 years. I was like. Come on, one more step, let me finish, let
"I competed to help commemorate them (Batnan Death Despite 30-degree temperatures, Campbell walked -- me finish."'

March survivors)" Jacobs said, tapping his hand to his he described it as gimped -- the first three blocks with the This year there was no stopping Anderson, a 1997
chest. "(tohonor) the living and the ones thathavepassed marchers. Brainerd High School graduate who competed in cross

away.', "I must have been young like that once before, but I country skiing and swimming. Last year, he completed

Even as he left the Brainerd National Guard Armory can't remember," he commented. "But it's a wonderful the march in seven-and-a-half hours.
where the march started, Jacobs stopped to shake hands reception. I'm so happy I took the trouble to come." He said the hardest part of the march was chasing down
and thank a veteran* of the 94th Tank Regiment. For Jacobs, the march didn't seem to**be"rouble." ' Jacobs. Within earshot, acobs fired back, (the) hardest

The event was a memorial to the soldiers and civilians A cook for the 134th Forward Support* Battalion in part was wondering how far back you were.'"
who were forced to march from the Bataan Peninsula to Minneapols, Jacobs finished first in the individual light- .Anderson, who runs six to 10 miles a day and races
Camp ODonnell on the island of Luzon in the Philip- ,weight division (wearing a cartridge belt, suspenders and mountain bikes, said he prevented blisters by applying a

piesin 1942. Of the 78,000individuals who were forced two 1-quart canteens with covers) in a time of 4:34.31. "tub" of vaseline between his toes. He also wore nylons.
to. complete the 55-mile march, only 66000 survived. Jacobs adSpc. Shaun Anderson actually crossed the In the individual heavy division, Spc. Chris Kasal

The, April 15 event was hosted by members of line at the same time. Anderson, a member of Headquar- finished second (5:16:28), while David Pederson of the

Minnesota's 1st Battalion, 194th Infantry, a unit that ters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 194th 434th Chemical Company took third with a time of
traces its history to Brainerd's Company A, 34th Tank Infantry, paced the individual heavy division wearing a 8:08:05.-

Battalion. That battalion, one of the first Guard units to 35-pound rucksack. Following Jacobs in the individual lightweight divi-
deploy overseas, were forced to surrender at Bataan. Anderson, who scored~ an adjusted 333 (300 is. the sion was Jeremiah Beutz (5:05:40) and Torn Carson

After surrendering, the Americanand~ilipino soldiers maximum) on his Army Physical Fitness Test at Fort (5:11:45);
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Haulig Home the Hareware
West-Virginia Air Guard takes
home four Rodeo trophies
By Maj. Mike Pitzer
West Virginia National Guard

e t Virginia Air Guard units
j' wonfour first place trophies at
T the Air Mobility Command's

(AMC) Airlift Rodeo 2000 competition
RODEO -Members of the 167th Airlift Wing's heldatPopeAFB, N.C., May 6-13.
maintenance team (top photo) get their C-1 30 ready. 1st "I a very proud of our West Virginia

Lt. Krista Jenkins (above) treats a simulated patient. teams I know how hard they worked in
TSgt. Kevin Knotts (below) prepares his C-1 30for patients. preparingforthiscompetition" statedMaj.

Gen. Allen E. Tackett, adjutant general.
The AMC's Rodeo is a competition

that focuses on demonstrating air mobil-
ity core competencies.

The 167th Airlift Wing based in
Martinsburg, won first place in Security
Forces Combat Tactics, Aircraft Mainte- OFF LOAD -- A 130th Airlift Wing

nance C-130 Preflight and Aeromedical team loads equipment during
Evacuation Equipment Preflight. Rodeo competition.

The Charleston-based 130th Airlift
Wing team won first place in the Engine Aeromedical Evacuation Team and C-

Running Off-load. 130 Aeromedical Evacuation Team. New
"We are pleased with the performance Hampshire's 157th Air Refueling Wing,

of our teams" said Lt. Col. Bill Gain, based at Pease Air National Guard Base,

167th team chief "Of the seven first was the selected the best Aerial Refueling
place trophies won by the Air National Team.
Guard, West Virginia won four." Rodeo 2000 involved 80 aircraft repre-

North Carolina's 145th Airlift Wing, senting more than 100 teams from 17

based in Charlotte, took home two first countries. More than 3,500 competitors
place trophies as the competition's best vied for recognition as the best in airlift.

Photos by Maj. Mike Pitzer
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ISTATES
m Back from Bosnia * New Copperhead Home * Buckeye Black Hawks

NEW YOU ARIZONA
Nearly 150 members of the With a history stretching nearly

105th Military Police Company 54 years, the "Copperheads" of the
returned home from NATO peace- 161st Air Refueling Wing dedi-
keeping duty in Bosnia. cated their new grounds and facili-

The unit, based in Buffalo and ties in a ceremony April 8.
Rochester, with soldiers in Utica, The Phoenix-based unit, which
the Hudson Valley and New York has been flying since late 1946, has
City, spent nine months supporting been relocating into the new cop-
Operation Joint Forge. per-domed buildings of its new

The troops, deployed last year to base for about the past year. The
work with elements of the U.S. wing made it official during a flag
Army's 10th Mountain Division raising ceremony that featured an
from Fort Drum, patrolled and all-Arizona fly-by of a KC-135 and
secured the countryside and nearby two F-16s from the 162nd Fighter
military bases. Wing in Tucson.

While there, the troops adopted "This base will serve our An-
and- supported Bosnian elementary zona Air National Guard for many
and high school students, and aid- qi years to come," said Col. John Rix,
ed the children in their efforts to 161st wing commander. "This is a
grow up in the war-torn region. top-drawer facility that provides

"We are very proud of the men the perfect home for our highly-
and women of the 105th Military decorated unit."
Police Company who deployed in After the ceremony, the wing
the name of peace for this mission promoted the "Year of the Family"
and served their nation so well," by hosting its annual Family Day.
said Gov. George Pataki. Centered around children, the day

For many members of the 1OSth. - r ,
the deployment marked their sec- ing arid a carnival-like atmosphere.
ond National Guard federal activa- About a decade ago, Phoenix
tion. They were activated in 1990 officials began plans to expand the
for the Persian Gulf War as mem- city's Sky Harbor Airport to an-
bers of the former 206th Military swer increasing flight demands of
Police Company in Buffalo. the rapidly growing city. The plan-

The 105th are not the only Em- ners found a need to build an addi-
pire Staters involved abroad. A tional runway -- which ran right
team from the Latham-based 138th through the heart of the refuelers'
Public Affairs Detachment recently base at that time. The city ponied
deployed to Germany for nine- up about $65 million to move the
months. 161st into its new home.

By SSgt. Diane Farrow "Whether you ride a thoroughbred (UH-60) or a vantages over the Huey -- including improvements
Ohio National Guard Clydesdale (UH-IH), the air assault mission re- in speed and cargo lift capability.

mains the same," said Lt. Col Rick Hall, 1- 137th "It cruises at about 50 knots faster than the
They sling-load up to 8,000 pounds of cargo, battalion commander and AASF #2 facility com- Huey," he explained. "Its payload capacity is also

travel just over 200 miles an hour, wear an armor of mander. Hall said the primary objective of an avia- considerably higher."
kevlar and are valued at approximately $11 million tion assault company is to insert or extract troops "It will lift a humvee, with armor and crew, and

While the "Black Hawk" (UH-60) is the standard and/or equipment into or out of a designated land- run with it," affirmed CWO Brad Anspaugh, a full-
utility helicopter in the active Army, it is a new ing zone at the precise time the ground commander time flight instructor at AASF #2, who was one of
force to be reckoned with in the Ohio Army Guard, needs them. the first pilots in the battalion to complete the
as 12 of these high-tech airframes are expected to Since its inception in 1996, Co. A has been Black Hawk initial qualification and instructor
replace the 15 UH-1H "Huey" helicopters by De- tasked to support the Indiana Army Guard's 38th pilot course.
cember. Infantry Division. In late 1998, the unit was given He also said that the UH-60 is spacious enough

Those Hueys are assigned to Company A, 1 st an additional mission: augment 5th Battalion of the to transport 11 soldiers and four air crew.
Battalion, 137th Aviation, located at the Army 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky. Thomas expects that by Oct. 1, 60 percent of his
Aviation Support Facility (AASF) #2 at This "dual mission" made it necessary for the enlisted soldiers and 40 percent of his pilots will be
Rickenbacker Army Enclave in Columbus. unit to modernize with Black Hawks. qualified on the UH-60. By Oct. 1, 2001, the cap-

Though its equipment will change, the unit's According to Company A Commander Capt. tain predicts the qualification level of the entire
mission will not. Wayne Thomas, the Black Hawk has several ad- unit will be 95 percent.
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HISTORY
* The Air Guard and its Special Operations Mission

S u" h ed inserting Special Forces soldiers into

When the Air Force dropped its'Spcial mAfter the Albatrosses completely re- potential hot spots for clandestine mis-

placed the C-46s in late 1958, each unit sions, SA-16 crews completed over-

Ops' mission, Air Guard fliers helped the was redesignated as a troop carrier water navigation training flights to

squadron, retaining their classified spe- Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico.

CIA conduct unconventional warfare cial operations mission. Crews also flew to the Panama Canal

The training that ensued in the Zone, Alaska and Newfoundland, to

Grumman SA-16 was quite different. experience flyingindifferent geographic

The aircraft, which first flew in 1947, and weather conditions.

hadbeenusedby theAirRescue Service Given the stealthy nature of the mis-

perform sea rescues. In addition to a sion, and its perilous piloting require-

trew of six, it could airlift 10 passengers ments, Maryland air crews experienced

with equipment. 
hardship. April 15, 1959 is etched into

Kilkowski saidtrainingforwaterland- the memory of retired Col. Alfred

ings with the Albatross was extremely Cramer, a former 135th pilot -- a day

hazardous. 
when six aircrew were claimed whenRaEWaous, their SA- 16 crashed into Colgate Creek,

mander of the 135th Troop Carrier Md.CESSquadron, was killed along with two "They were making a nightime take-

other aircrew, Capt. Paul Shelton and off, followedby aleftturn asthey climbed

" "T hen most thinkofthe "ColdWar," their minds Amn. Louis Florey during water flying training in May out of Harbor Field," Cramer said. "The aircraft then

conjure up images of the Berlin Wall and 1956," he recalled solemnly. "They were landing on nosed-over and crashed.

V foreign spies in trench coats. Few, however, water under hazy skies, which made it very difficult to "The cause of the accident was never determined," he

would link members of the Air Guard into this mysten- judge the distance the aircraft was above the water's added, "but the dangerous nature of this type of flying

ous and shadowy mix. surface." was again made obvious."

That introduction into the world of clandestine mis- Kilkowski believes the aircraft landed at too high a Exercise Swamp Rat, a typical training mission flown
Tha inrodctin ntotheword r canasun ms- . . . . -in October 1959, saw nine Maryland SA-16s fly to Fr

sions began in 1954 when Air Force leaders decided to speed, causing the fuselage to split open. in O cto w nine sold from t o 77 t

phase out its special operations units. However, given To make training matters worse, special operations Bragg, NC., to work with soldiers fromthe 77th Special
pheottspcilpeawnuts owvg• • ,pilots ,-^-g, ,atra Forces Group. 77th paratroopers and their equiPmt

the turbulent times, there was still a need to mamtain a docmne required plots to land their .on water, at wre loaded aboard the SA-16s and dropped into small

small numnber of air crewhtnd aircraft to supp gftji39p- _ ight, with no landing lights. wdr

ventional warfare missions for the armed forces and the "Night water maneuvers weredone at the Patuxent zones near the swamps on Fort Stewart, Ga. The 135th

crew would then fly resupply missions for the troops

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). living inthe field. When the mission was completed,
"' "Afrelengthy negotiations, a decision was made 

lh pca prtr ol eetatd

in 1955 to salih forseiloeain nt nKthe special operators would be extracted.

the Air National G su G). Since their actual 
One can only assume that such training missions

mission was classified, they werecltedAir Resup- 
mirrored the real world ones flown by Air Guards-

ply Squadrons, or ARS. The first units were the 
men. Since all Air Guard special operators are

l29th ARS, Calithe 3th ARS, W.Va.,the 3 th 
sworn to secrecy about their involvement in actual

ARS, Md., and the 143rd ARS, R.I. 
operations, none can be mentioned here.

Originally, all four AirGuard units were equipped 
In 1963, each ANG special ops unit was redesig-

Orignaly, ll our ir uar unts wre quipednated 
as an air commando squadron following the

with C-46 "Commandos," but in January 1956 they 
i o mad oreadr cowindo

were supplemented by SA-16 "Albatross" amphib- 
revival of an active duty Air Force air commando

ians. The standardized aircraft allowed squadrons to squadron at Hurlburt Field, Ba. These units, in
siif peatondad d mainatnallowe squarorakeeping with the Kennedy administration's empha-
simplify operational and maintenance programs,sion"ucvetnawraehldtoobt

and train for their new mission. 
sis on "unconventional warfare," helped to combat

"It didn't take a genius to figure out that the SA- 
communist-inspired "Wars of national liberation" in

16 Albatross wasn't an ordinary type of troop car- 
third world nations.

rier," said retired Brig. Gen. Victor Kilkowski, 
About five years later, their designation would

former Maryland adjutant general for Air. "It was 
change to special operations squadrons.

extremely slow and small to load anything other 
During the niid-1970s, the three ANG special

than a team of passengers. SPECIAL UNIT -- A Maryland 135th Air Resupply operations units inWest Virginia, Rhode Island and

To top itall off," headded,"the Albaroswaan Squadron crew, and their SA-16, practiMce anextraction Maryland, converted to airlift units. On May 3,

amphibian, specifically suited for. inserting or ex- mission in the late 1950s. 1975; California' s mission also changed, becoming

tracting people stealthily by water from hostile 
the 129th Air Rescue and Recovery Squadron.

environments. The type of aircraft we flew was a give- River Naval Air Station," Utermahlen recalled. "The On Sept. 17, 1967, the special operations mission for

away for the special kinds of operations we would Navy operations office there provided a crash boat, and the Air Guard became the sole responsibility of

perform." friendly advice ... that landing on water in the dark was a Pennsylvania's 193rd Special Operations Sqiadron.

Training also became a great hurdle, recalled retired really bad idea." "The unit has been involved in all of the major and

Col. Don "Watermelon" Utermahlen, former 3SthARS After several 135th pilots became night-qualified, the minor contingency operations around the world since the

commander, since there were no formal schools that squadron participated in a large European -ilitary exer- end of the 1960s," said retired MSgt. John Hoffman, a

specialized in flying psychological warfare missions. cise where the aircrews demonstrated their ability to former special ops specialist. "Unlike the four original

"At first we trained on the C-46 Commando. It was deliver and extract troops from lakes at night. Air Ouard special operations units the 193rd concen-

difficult to get used to because it sat very high above "The German Special Forces personnel who were trated on broadcasting radio and television messages to

runway," Utermablen said. "Our best instructor was there thought it couldn't be done," said Utermahlen. foreign populations."

Capt. Herb Cromwell, who had flown hundreds of coi- These specials ops flying units continued their tran- More than three decades later, the Harrisburg-based

bat hoursin the European Theater. ing, which required them to fly lofg distances over open unit remains the ANG'smlone special operations force as

"I never had a problem handling the C-46 after Herb water at low altitudes, throughout the 1950s. To practic we enter into an uncertain and fragmented 21st century.

THE ON GuAR 15
June 2000



ITRAINING

URBAN WARRIORS--
A student (right) at-
tending Camp Ripley's
Military Police school
takes a quick peek while
entering a building at the
MOUT site. Students
(middle) learn the im-
portance of a one-man
unsupported lift while
going through a win-
dow. Astudent (far right)
strains to climb a rope
during a grapple hook
entry class. A fire team
(below) assaults a build-
ing at Camp Ripley's
MOUT site.

Photos by Sgt. Clinton Wood

Ripley's MP school is JamesBrce, the course manager for the
school's Basic NCO and Advanced NCO

preparing reserve law courses more than 30percent of theforcesprepringactivated worldwide are military police-

43pa r:,e:as dzh i men and women ,,

said.U tit~ap~ ae" Along with the BNOC and ANOC
courses, a phase-two Military Occupa-
tion Specialty reclassification course is
taught for MPs that have transferred from
another specialties.

Soldiers and Marines from as far as
Puerto Rico and Alaska have attended the
course that includes tactical vehicle train-
ing, enemy prisoner of war processing
and a field training exercise at Ripley's
Military Operations on Urban Terrain
(MOUT) site.
SGM Duane Fredrickson, the

battalion's chief instructor who has ob-
By Sgt. Clinton Wood served similar training at a number of
Minnesota National Guard Army posts, saidtheRipley MP school is

hard to bear,

s lyricist Bob Dylan once noted "Undoubtedly, it's the best kept secret
in song: The times, they are a in CONUS," he said, citing the state-of-

1 changin. the-art MOUT site, classroom facilities
Fellow MinnesotanBob Kroll, whohas and Ripley's staff.

spent the last five years teaching military "It's like comparing aChevyjustabout
police the ins-and-outs of land naviga- ready to die in ajunkyard to a brand new
ton, map reading and urban terrain tac- Cadillac," Fredrickson insisted.
tics, has seen the differences through his The sergeant major added that many
students. MPs also look forward to testing their

These days, observed the Gopher State ability to control a riotous crowd or take
Army Guard sergeantfirstclass, the Army/ over and secure a town.
Marine Reserve and Army Guard cops Just minutes after learning MOUT tac-
that attend Camp Ripley's U.S. Army tics includedtwo-man supported lifts and
Reserve Military Police School, appear clearing a building as fire teams, Michi-
more interested. gan SSgt. William Krieger -- amemberof

With nearly 1,700 Army Guard sol- the 144th MP Company and former 10-
diers slated for overseas peacekeeping year Navy veteran -- was enthused.
duty this year, the increased interest is "This is exactly what I joined for," he
understandable. According to MSgt. said.
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