W/ didn't think [ was going
to make it. The forest sound-
ed-like very loud popeorn’

By MSgl. Repple Saville
MNew Mexico Narional Card

fier raging wild fires swept
A throuigh Los Alamos, N, char-

ring 47,650 acres and leaving
405 famihies homeless, more than 1000
Army and Air Guardmembers were call-
ed upon o help the Land of Enchanimen
MeCOYer,

The largesi state activation in more
ihan 30 vears saw Gueard men and women
help battle fires
Lox Alamox, Man-
pelita, Buicdoso and
Clondenolt, where an
estimeated 5100 mil-
hon of damage was
wrdight 1o an area
slightly larger than
the Dhsimet of Co-
limmbia

"Il was ohsolute

REMEMBERING KOREA

Photo SMEgl. James F. Davis

MEWSPAPER of the ARMY

Hichard Almeter, were part of the firs)
wave of responders. According 1o
Almeter, his security team spent mine
days, working 12-hour shifis, assisting
the Los Alamos Police Depanment.

Iromically. the Albuguergquee-based
squaidron hod spent the previous drill
wietkend practicing theirrespones iowild
lnnsdl five Fighting.

“It was very satisfying to be where we
were really needed.” said Almeter, o 26-
year Gainrd veteran who spent six-months
comnmanding the squadion during the
Perstan Gull War. “We conld see where
all the troining paid off,™

The New Mexico Guand also were pant
of i high-profile escornt mission, reported
Capl. Kim Lalley, state Gaeard spokesper-
&L,

“When Los Alamos wos closed 1o the
public, victims of the
fire wunied i sar-
vey thedamage,” she
expluined. *Due (o
safely concemns, the
Giaard secured 3
school buses and set
up an operation in
Sonta Pe where vie-
tims whose homes
had been destroyed

a.

firestorm, with hun-  LAID to RUIN — A New Mexico  could meet with in-
dreds of Tresess banme- Alr Guard security policeman  surance adjusters.
ingatonce,"reporied  with the 150th Fighter Wing  griel counsebors amd
Ise Sg1. Jason Riley surveys the damage done 1o a the Bed Cross,™

“There were houses car after fires destroyed nearly Witha gnl;l"d.'u:m-

barned right down o 48,000 acres,
the foondation; ol
even the hathinhs survived.”

The blaze began on Mational Park Ser-
wioe land May 4 when high winds capsed
i presenbed bum o get ot of control
Grov, Gary Johnson called ot e Cazard
four days |ster © belp evacuate 25 (00
Los Alaomos residents and to assist in
controlling the fire.

Mearly 4 lnw enforcers with the Air
Guard 150th Fighter Wing's Security
Forces Squadron, led by commander Maj.

gelor abroad each

bus, Adr Cuard vol-
unteers munde ithe four-hour trek with their
disploced peighbors to view the fine"s
aftermath, ond i some cases, reirieve
valuahles.

“The victims of the fire and Guards-
metireally bonded,™ Lolley sdded. *Many
folks bugped Air Guardsmen and thanked
them for being there,”

By the time Los Alamos was declanad

B See FIRE, page 5
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Damn Engineers

I am troubled by an error in a recent
isse that stated, ' esch combal srms
branch (infantry, ficld anillery, air
defense, prmor and avistion)., ™ It did
not include ench combat arm,

¥ ouir wiriter omitted the special
forces and the enginesrs, both are com-
bat arms branches.

The engineers do have a regimental
affiliation. However, you are not the
furst 1o make this error. Many in the
maneuver comanmity have been conve-
niently forgetting the combat engineers
lately. All (oo often, it scems that the
engincer is the last one to be considered
in their plans and tactics, but we ane the
first ones they call on when they are no
longer able 1o maneuver.

They boast of their success in Trag,
but forget that engineers had to lay ¥ on
the line for the initial breach of the
cnemy ohstacles,

Please, do not forget “The Damn
Engineers]™

Capt. Clyde E. Brown ITI
Pennsylvamnia Mardone! Guerd

Tuning In

I don’t have access fo The On
CGuard all the time, bat | really enjoy
the paper when | can get my hanids on
it 1 was interested in the artiche about
James Rogers in your February issue.

Would you know whene [ conld get a
tape of the song “1 Guard America™ 1

GUARD /215

winmld like o get it for my hushand wiho
has been in the Maryland Guard for
NNy Yeiurs,
JoAnn Snead
Maryland resident

Edirar’s Note; According fo Maj.
Kevin Little, with the National Griard
Burean s Stratepic fritiabives Group,
the *T Greeard America™ song can be
accessed through the public domain Air
Nuaripnal Guard website: hiip:
argafonil; or directly accessed to:

g ftwww.ang.af. milimgbsong/
mew sy, .

Red, White and Dated

I trust you're aware that the com=
mentary by Canadien Gordon Sinclair
praising the United States and its help-
ful effors around the globe was origi-
nally released in the carly 197057

As a teenager | had a 45/pm record
of it And as vou read the text; you'll
note that it isn't very conlemporary,

But I'm grateful vou printed it.

First, because it’s still true, and sec-
ond, because | have been looking for a
copy. of it, but | could not remember the
name of the fellow who wrote it.

Muybe someone should write an
updated version of it

TSgt. Bill Campbell
Waskington Narional Guard

The artwork af Ist Lt Thomaz E.
Williams, the Adr Guard’s first African-
American pilot, that appeared i your
Febnary issse’s history sectbon was

created by New Jersey Adr Guard
MEgt. Don Taggart, & member of the
17Tth Fighter Wing's visual informa-
tion division,

Furthermore, the research and the
imitial artiche about Willinms, which
appearcd in the 177th’s base newspaper
The Courtrail, was done by the 177th’s
Maj. Roger Pharo, $Sgt. Stephan
Clanton and TSgt. John Carothers.

If one of your historians is going o
do an aricle and use the information
collected and written by others, it is
only approprise that you give credit o
them, especially when no further re-
search is dope, only a rewrite.

55gL Mark (Msen
Mew Sersey Nattoral Guerrd

Where's Johnny

I writing regarding the article en-
titled “Corn Field Connection™ that
appeared in your February issoe.
Johnny Carson is from Morfolk, Me-
braskn and not lowa,

lowa is the home of the Kevin
Costner baseball movie " Field of
Direevma, ® which was filmed in

Dryersville, lowa.
' ClifTord Thelen
Nebraska Nationa! Guard

‘Lattars o the Editor’ are subjact
o editing for space and style con-
FAX your lattars 1o DSN 327-

3686 or (T03) B0T-3686
e-mall address is:
makthaner] & ngb.ang.af.mil

By Lyle Farguhar

Than o m*hntzﬁxldihﬂ,uq*n}

*I!r’:n
¥ n D7

“Let me get this straight, once | sign this I'll be part of the NAVY S.E.ALLS"
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8 Two-Star Salute w Lawmaker Retires = Bureau Brass

Army Guard pins first woman two-stap

B Milestone: Army’s Deputy Sur-
geon General becomes 12thwoman

major general currently serving

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Mierlemia! Crranrd Burean

n accomplished nurse who is focusing ber con-

siderable energics on caring for older soldiers

has become the first woman in the Army Na-
tional Guard 1o be promoted 1o major generl.

Maorianne  Mathewson-
Chapman, from the Florida
Army Mational Guard, received
her second star May 15 in &
Pentagon room dressed with the
portraits of such fve-star Army
luminaries as Dwight Eisen-
hower, George Marshall and

~onglae Mac Anhur,

The Desert Storm veleran,
wha has staked ber military and
civilian career on the idea tha
every soldiercounts, was clearly
the center of some high-pow-
ered allention.

Ly Gen. Ronald Blanck, the
Army Surgeon General, and
Army Cuard Director Maj. Gen,
Roger Schultz, pinned her new stars on Mathewson-
Chapman. Li. Gen, Russell Davis, National Guard Bu-
rean Chief, attended the ceremony, as did two women
generals, Air Guard Maj. Gen. Irene Trowell-Harris and
Army Reserve Brig. Gen. Donna Barbisch.

“She is asuper clinician, a wonderful leader, a mentor

¥ She put
her foot
down and
let it he

known

and a terific person,” praised Blanck of the 12th woman
major general serving Army-wide.

“It is an honor to serve wath this soldier,” said Schultz,

They know her well. Mathewson-Chapman, who holds
i doctorale in nursing. is the Army's Deputy Surgeon
General to Blanck and a special assisiont to Schuliz.

She is also o medical consultant (o Maj. Gen. Ronald
Harrison, the adjutant general for Florida, where
Mathewson-Chapman is the civilizn director for the Fed-
eral Strategic Health Alliance at the Veterans Health
System in Bay Pines, near 5. Petershurg,

She links Defense Department and Veterans Adminis-
trution health care assets with members of reserve com-
ponents in Florida, Poerto Rico and Virgin Islands,

*The Guard is a healthy force, better than society in
general,” observed Mathewson-Chapman, who special-
iz in chronic illness,

“Men berween 40 wnd 60 nead
i bot of health education, be-
cause they tend not to take very
good care of themselves and
delny seeking medical cure,” she
added.

“That's why [ advocale
watching your diet, exercising
regularly, controlling vour blood
pressure and stopping smoking.”

The reputsiion she hos sc-
quired since 1975 while serving
with Army Guard armor troops
in California and with artillery
cilizen-soldiers in Pennsylvania
and Florida preceded her to the
Pentagon ceremony.

This was the nurse who used to peer into tanks ai the
National Training Center in California o make sure
Guard soddiers were wearing their hearing protection,
This was the innovative nurse who set up lemonade

B See TWO-STAR LADY, Page 4

Ve
9

that soldiers counted %

Congressman Clement retires from Tennessee Guard

By Maj. Lev Packnett The event,  an active-duty, Reserve and Guoard

Narieaal Guard Burean hostedbyNa-  Adjutant General Corps officer. Af-

tional Guard  teratwo-yearactiveduty stint, Clem-

efore hie became a LS. Con- Burean Chicf  ent joined the Tennessee Army CGaord
gressman, Bob Clement was Li. Gen, Rus-  im 1971,

a licutenant colonel in the sell Davis, Davis called the seven-term Con-

Tennessee Army Natbonal Guard. honored the  gressman a “very powerful influ-

ltwas amessage the 30-vear Guard g Yolunteer ence” on everyone in umiform.
vetersn made certain to share with p— State Demo- “Bob Clement has been a cham-
thiose who attended his Guard retine- Col. Clement cratic law-  pionand an advocate for the reserve

meent cenemony on Capite] Hill

Clement’s April 5 retirement
leaves just two traditions] Guard-
members serving in Congress; Rep.
John Tanner (D=Tenn.), an Army
Guard lieutenant colonel; and Rep.
Lindscy Graham (R-S.C.), an Air
Gugrd lieulenant colonel,

maker, who retired a5 a colonel.
He began his military career as a
Reserve Officer Training Program
cadet ot the University of Tennessee,
“Ljoined the ROTC because | knew
where | was going with a drafl lot-
tery number of 40,7 said Clement
before reflecting on three decades as

companents. His record of achieve-

meenl is long and broad,” ke saad.
Davis said Clement woubd mot reg)

on his laurels,

“As he copcludes his military ca-
reer,” the general predicied, “we
know he will continue his work in
other quarters.”

NATIONAL BRIEFS
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stands outside Mojave Desen
briefing 1emis 1o ensure soldiers
had plenty o drink.

“She put her foot dowsn and Tet
i be known that soldiers
counted,” recalled Army Guard
Medical Service Corps Maj,
Darlene McCurdy, who served
close o Mathew son-Chapman on
a wind-swept sheep pasture in
southwestern Turkey during
three-week training exercise in
Seplember 1989,

When she went 10 war nearly
10 years ago with the Florida
Guard's 202nd Medical Group
dunng Desert Siorm, the general
became deputy chief nurse for
the 3rd Medical Command in
Sauch Arahia. She helped estab-
lish 44 active and reserve com-
ponent hospitals in five South-
wesl Asian countries.

Caring for people in uniform
was anatural calling for the Kan-
sas-bormn Mathewson-Clhapman
who began her military nursing
carcer in 1970 a5 an ensign,

Her mother, Jeanne Mathew-
&0, was a Novy nurse in Califor-
nia and Flonida during WWIL
Her futher, Marine Capt. Robert
Mathewson, was a WWII fighter
pilot and a helicopter pilot who
wits rescued after petting shod
down during the Korean War,

Her father is decensed, bai
Muathewson-Chapman's mother
anended the two-star promotion
cercmony that was hoiled as a
milestone for Total Force inte-
gration and for the National
Guard's medical community,

Muthewson-Chapman’s hus-
band Robert and youngest daugh-
ter Heather, a high school cadet
o the Admiral Farragul Acad-
emy in St Petersburg. Fla,, were
also there, S0 was the general's
younger sister, Alnska Air Guurd
Maj. Judy Muhewson,

An older daughter, Helena, is
an Army ROTC cadet ot Florida
Southern College and is studying
11 Spain,

Other family ties alwo bind
Mathewson-Chapman to the Na-
tional Guard, Her older brother
Ioseph is a retired colonel from
the Californin Army Guard, and
her sister-in-law, Sheila Dom-
inguez, is a Heutenant colonel,

B0y Guo [

Kentucky crew helps rescue downed pilot

By 1si Lt Dale Greer
Keniucky Neatfonal Guard

n aircrew from the Kentucky Air
A Guard helped rescue a civilian

pilot May 17 after his afrcraft
plunged into the chilly Atlantic 360 miles
off the coast of Pormugal.

The pilot, 35-year-old Alex Haynes of
Seattle, wis not harmed in the crash bul
could have sustained severe injuries be-
cause of exposure 1o the S0-degree water,
Al such temperatures, death from hypo-
thermia can oceur within a few hours.

Fortunately, a C-130 erew from the
123rd Airlift Wing, based in Louisville.
Ky., heard Haynes' distress calls and
diverted 1o the crash site with survival
gear,

“We were [lying from the Azores to
Pisa, lialy, to pick up some Army Na-
tonal Guard soldiers,” explained Cap.
Todd Lally, aircraft commander, “Abost
an hour after takeoff, we heard an air
teallic controller say, “Whe's declaring a
Mayday?" That really got our stiention.™

Haynes, who was flving a single-en-
gine Cessna, responded by
saying he was having engine
trouble and that he expected o
imipact the water in eight min-
s,

“There was a hush that fell
over the cockpit,” Lally re-
called, “Woknew it wasa very
serious situation,”

Lally asked his navigator,
Maj. Jason Amold, to com-
puic how long their C-130
could stay over the crash and
still have enough fuel to reach

land. I the meantime, Huynes
mzde his final radio transmis-
sion before poing down,

“The last call | remember dis-
tinctly,” said MSgt. Scott Davis, a
flight engineer in Kentucky's 165th
Airlift Squadron, “His abtitude was
about 30K feet, and the very Last thing
he did before he hit wos spout oul his
coordinates. [t was pretty chilling 1o
hear his voice, because you could tell
he was really in rouble,”

Lally, who was about an hour from
Haynes" location, contacted the nearest
air traffic controller 1w offer assiciance,
but was told repeatedly w0 stand by.

“They didn"t realize | was trying to
help,” Lally snid. “They thought 1 was
trying to make my hourly position report
like everybody else. Finally, after they
old me to stand by twice, I said, *We can
help you. Give us the opporiunity,*

“That’s when they sent me 1o another
frequency,” he added, “so we could talk
on a channel that wasn't so congested.”™

The Kentucky crew was told to divent
o the crash site and render whatever
assistance they could. In the meantime, a
Portuguese P-3 Orion rescue aircraft and
an Egyption C-130 also were en roule.

Phoso by TSol, Bl Lowis

The Egyptian C- 130 arrived within 36
minutes of the crash and reported seeing
Haynes in an orange dinghy. The Egyp-
tigns then depaned the scene becanse
they were running low on fuel.

Aboaut 20 minutes later, the Kentucky
erew arrived on scene and began making
passes over the crash site ol about 300
feet. They were unable 1o see the dinghy.
Instead, Haynes seemed 1o be clinging to
a pantially inflated life jacket.

“There was one distinet pass when we
could tefl he was swimming in the water,”
Lally said. “That's when we decided we
neoded io get this guy o life raf.”

The C-130's two loadmasters, MSge.
David Riedley and 55p1. Randall Hood,
first dropped some sea dve 1o mark
Haynes® position. They then began fabri-
cating a system for deploving a sea kil
which includes a life rafl and mitiens.

“Our concern was that it might pot
Flout,” Hood explained, noting that the kit
15 nommally wiorn as part of the survival
gear attached to o parachute,

“Sgt. Riedley and 1 were basically
making it up as we went along. so we
hooked the sea kit 10 one of our life

Prota by TSgL. Michasl Cook
LIFE SAVERS - Kentucky Air
Guard S5gt. Randall Hood (above)
writes a message onto a life
preserver sent to a fallen pilot. The
crew (front row, left): Amold, Hood
Riedley and Bauer; (standing)
Davis, Cook, Velander and Lally.

preservers and threw it out of the air-
crait.”

The gambit worked. The kit landed just
S feet from Haynes, who swam over,
inflated the mafl and crawled inside,

“That was the Jast thing we saw before
we bugged oul,” Hood said. It was nod,
however, the last word. Hood had
scrawled anote on Havoes' life preserver
with n grease pencil, telling the downed
pilot that he would be picked up by &
Turkich fishing trawler inabouwt five hours.

As the Kentucky C-130 departed, its
fuel reserves now almost depleted from
ledtering over the crash site for 75 min-
uies, the Portuguese P-3 arrived to watch
over Hiynes until e conbd be picked up
by the surfoce vessel,

Lally said he was pleased by the inge-
nuity his crew displayed during the crisis.
Also involved in the rescue wene Capt.
Doug Velander, 5Sgt. Brian Baver and
TSzt Michael Cook.

"We were performing a mission that
wi e nod really ruined to dis, 50 we had
to improvise as we went along,” Lally
said. “1'was really prowd of the teamwork
our guys showed in denling with this
situation. | think it probably had a lot 1o.do
with saving that guy's life,”

Haynes expressed his gratinude during
a phone call to Velander afier returning 1o
the United States the following week.

“l ean’t thank you guys enough,”
Haynes said. “I'[l be eternally gratefil.”

HE ON GUARD
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New Yorkers airlift aid
to victims of mudslide

By Li. Col. Paul Fanning
New York Nearlonal Goard

ew York Army Guand
air crews helped 2 com-
munity recoyver o the
affectsof adestructive mudslide.

A UH-60 Black Hawk heli-
copter crew with the 3nd Batial-
iom, 142nd Aviation responded
i call from Gov, George Pataki
over the Memoral Day week-
end toairdift thousands of pounds
of civilian engineer equipment
into the damaged anca.

Mew York Amny Guand air
and ground créw members con-
ducted seven separnte sling loads
of equipment and supplies to
enahle civilion engineers Io per-
form work at the scene, The op-
eration lasted about an howr,

Heavy rains in New York's
capital district in Moy led 1o a
landslide in the Albany County
town of Delmar, causing the loss
of at least one building and dam-
ageioanadjscenthighway. New
York State Department of Trans-
portation geologists, working to
went further damage, needed help
in positioning & 5,000 pound drill

rig and its related squipment near
the damaged area to obiain desp
sail samples. [noorder (o reopen
the highway, geologisis necded
the samples (o mexsure the like-
lihood of further lnndslides and
o help them plan an ultimate
solutson 1o stop the damage,

The rugged termain, the steep
slope and the presence of the
nearby Mormanskill Creek,
where (lood waters swepl over
the stream’s banks, made it im-
possible for the rig to be brought
in by ground vehicle or crane.
S leaders determined that the
mission could only be sccom-
plished by members of the Na-
tional Guard.

**This was fantastic and very
impressive,” said Paula Kelley,
a spokesperson for New York's
Departrment of Transponation.

She watched as the Blackhawk
genily lowered a bond af the base
of the mud slide slope about 300
fect above and away from the
stream bed, and 100 feet below
the sharp cliff carved out by the
slide. Dozens of local residents,
concemed for the security of
their homes and businesses, also
lined up behind safety barriers

GETTING ALIFT - A New
York Black Hawk craw air-
lifts equipment for engi-
neers trying to solve a
recent mudslide.

1o watch the action.

“Mow we will be able to get
the answers we need 10 come
with a resolution,” Kelly sad.

Creologists were secking 1o
know exactly where the under-
Iving clay failed and how deep
the failure occurred.

"The Mational Guard has
helped us save a lot of Ume,"
Eelly said. “In the process, their
help will help 1o prevent more
damage, because we can get the
information we need and come
upwithaworking solution musch
soomer. The Guard has saved us
months here.™

Orwver the last few years, 142nd
crews have performed a number
of misssions as pan of “guard-
HELF" - a program where the
Ciuard provides peacetime com-
maunity supporn while training
for its federal mistion.

Since the program’ s launch in
1998, 142nd crews have airlificd
abandoned cars from environ-
mentally-sensitive preservies al
various locations around the
state, fought wildfires and per-
formed other related airfift mis-
sions. The unit also deployed (o
Honduras [ast year as pan of an
exercise 1o help with Hurmicane
Mitch recovery efforts.
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Photo by MSg. Bob Hasked
OFFICIAL PHOTO -~ Heather
Hicks, 12, holds her cousin, 18-
month-old Eric Gladia, whila
waiting to have their ‘officlal’
photos taken in battle dress
uniforms at the Joint Service
Open House.

The 50th anniversary of
Armed Forces Day revealed

many pleasant surprises

PRIDE
on Display

By S5zt Andrew Hughan
California National Guard

& Alexis Mitchell, 17, stood ram-
rod strwigh in a formation wath
19 other students, ber stiepfather
Michael Marris, couldn’t contain a pride-
ful smile.
That smile wasn't there a year ago.
That was before his District of Colume-
biz-raised stepdanghter became & mem-
berof Maryland National Guard's Youlh
ChalleNGe Program, where at-risk high
school drop outs ane immersed in a five-
month, in-residence, quasi-millitary course
aimed at giving them a second chance.
“1 see a self pride in her | have pol seen
before. She walks taller and smiles,” said

Maormis, smiling. "1 don®l see the same
person | saw a year ago. She is now o
young woman who has her pride and
confidence back. I'm very proud of ber,

“Ibelieve in my hean.” he added, * the
ChalleMGe program helped save herlifie.”

Ms, Miichell's metamorphosis and
smile were on display at Andrews Air
Force Base, Mil, as pant of the Joint
Service Open House, May 20, The three-
day event, that feamtured the Army’s
CGolden Knights parachute team, the
Mavy's Blue Angels and the Air Force's
Thamederbinds, celebrated the 50th anni-

{

-

Phato by S5q1. Andrew Hughan

versary of Ammed Forces Day.

While Army and Air Nationa] Guard
men and women showed ol anks, tucks,
hehcopiers and nirplancs in and aroond
Andrew's Hanger 4, Mitchell and 120
Youth ChalleMNGe cadets from four states
delighted visitors with thelr precision
marching,

Alexis giood in the back row, her blue
uniform neat and pressed, her beret
stroaght on her head, with her determined
eyes fixed front. On command, she and
her drill feam marched with pride amd
accuracy around the hangar's parade area,

STANDING TALL - Alexis
Mitchell (left) parforms precision
marching drills as a member of
the Maryland Mational Guard
Youth ChalleNGe Program.
District of Columbia Army Guard
SSgt. Anna Wood (above) belts
out a tune with fellow members
of the 257th Army Band at the
Joint Service Open House,

cach in step and enthusiastically showt-
ing cadence along the way.

Sittmig in the front row of seals was o
<Hk-something couple widchingeverystep.
af the young wioman in the back now,
Yenita and Michacl Maorris sat proudly,
but nervously, as they watched their
davpghter perform.

They smiled and applaoded at the end
of the demonstration, bappy (o see Alexis
achieving so much after nearly three years
of heartache and frustration

Like thousands of other freshmen,
Alexis wentioher first day of high school
with hopes, dreams and aspirations, She
was enrolled ot a Magna School for aca-
demically talented and gified students in
Maryland's Prince George"s County. But
00N peer pressune exeried 3 powers,
and she started 10 cul classes and spend
moe time with her fricnds than she did a
school.,

The academic wheels had fallen off.
Two manths before the end of the school
year Adexis' mother withdrew her from
schoal, She was 13,

“High schaol is & dilfical tme lor
young people. Their evaluations of them-
selves are so low, and they can fall bn with
the wrong people very essily,” said
Vienita,

That's what happened 1o Alexis, re-
peatedly, until November 1999, she ex-
plumed. Jiust weeks before Alexis was
going 1o stant et apother school, her
mather discoverad the Youth ChalleNGe
program on the Internet. Venlts immedi-
ately thought it wis o sign, something
that could help her troubled teen. Alexis

mE ON GUARD
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Phvato by SSgt. Andirew Hughasn
FUTURE AVIATORS? - A West
Virginia Air Guard C-130 model

cargo aircraft drew the attention

from visitors of all ages.

i i was accepted

Ibelievein *as accel
Goard-run

my heart the chanence pro-
wuorld Feb, Fth,

She expen-
program enced the same

emolions thot

]I.H]]IBI! gave  millions of men

and wiomen have
1. ¥ koown in basic
herlife ™ i Wi

am ‘I doing
here™ she wondered.

Her days begin at 5:30 a.m. with run-
ning and calisthenics, Phystcal fitness is
a big part of ChalleNGe. Classes in aca-
demics fill the restof the day, Alexis, and
the 72 other stwdents keft from 120 that
staried in February, expect o receive
their high school diplomas after complet-
ing the 22-week week program,

“It was hurd o [irst, bui the time goes
by very fasi," Alexis recalled, "You learn
o wear o uniform and get along with all
kindz of different people.”

Now, more than hall way through the
ChalleNGe program, Alexis is on her
way to graduating from high school, just
o month after the class she started with
four years ago.

Thie future aleo looks bright for Alexis
Mitchell. She wants 1o join the military,
although she hasn't decided which branch.

“I"m proad of myseIf,” she said as she
looked at her mother. “That's the first
time I have ever said that.™
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M National Guard Marathoners Go Distance in Nebraska

Rogers claims first marathon victory

By PFFC Rill Schnelder
Netraoka Narlional Gard

frer 41 tries, $5g1. Cun

Rogers camed sweet re-

demplion on a muggy
morming af the 17th Annual Na-
tional Guard Marathon in Lin-
coln, Neb,

s great to win this, finally,”
Rogers said of his multiple at-
tempds 1o win a 26.2 mile race.

Rogers, a digital computer
miechanic with the Kansas Air
Guard’'s 184th Bomber Wing,
won his first marathon on May 7
with a time of 2 hours, 34 min-
udes, 23 seconds,

This was Roger's 4151 mara-
thon since he ran his first in 1986,
He said he'd been a contender at
other races, but had never
clenched a first-place trophy.

“I was pleased considering the
conditions,” said Ropers, who
also placed secomd overall in the
Lincoln Marathon, which ran in
conjunction with the Guard's
rrugrathvon,

Rogers, who has been in 11
consecutive Lincoln marathons,
said the weather could have becn
wiorse. Last year, due io the rain,
he slipped at the starting line and
gol stepped on

Even though Rogers admitied
that be wasn't feeling as strong as
he would have liked. being in o
pack of frontrunners gave him
the hope that e might win.

"Enowing [ was incontention,”
Fiogers sakd, “wag wery exciting,”

Delaware Army Guard Cape.
Holly Scott, commander of the
262nd Maintenance Company,
eamed first place in the women”s
division, running 3:29:30,

Inthe master’s calegory, Puerio
Rico Army Guard 151 L. Victor
Cuevas came in first withatime of 2:44: 1 5,

Adier two years of Indiana rule, the
favored Puerto Rico marathon squad re-
claimed the team title, winning the com-
petition with o combined time of 8:09:50,

Spc. Jose Perex, a member of the first
place Puerto Rican team, said the key to
their success was putting the fastest guys
on the same feam,

“All the team members had betier
preparation,” said Perez, o military po-
liceman with the 770th Military Police

Photas bry PFC Bill Schneider

Company, finished second in 2:35:16.
“We put it all pogether and got ithese
resubt="

Indiana’s team, who held the title for
the past two years, succumbed to injury
and illness during the training season.
SPFC Trent Sinnett with the 2nd Brigade,
38th Infantry Division, said the leam will
be back to reclaim its tithe next year.

“All three members are recovering from
injuries,” said Sinnett who finished the
race in 2:50:42. “1f we stay healthy for the

A LONG HAUL — Kansas
AlrGuard S5gt. Curt Rogers
{left) and Capt. Holly Scott
(above) were the Guard's
fastast man and woman
marathoners.

rest of the year, | think wea have
a pond shol, You never know
what Pueno Rico will do.”

This year"s fimes were shower
than previous years because of
high humidity, which hovered
nenr | (0 percent.

“The humidity was hard o
deal with. | never felt good the
entire moe,” said Oregon Army
Guard SFC Tim Vanderviugt, a
readiness sergeant with Company A,
1249th Engineer Battalion.

“It was like you were running in a
steam room,” added Vanderviogt, who
finiched third with a time of 2:40:20,

Perez, who improved his time over last
year by six minutes, said this year's cli-
mate was better than last year's rain and
cooler lIemperatures.

“The humidity was an advaniage for
us,” he said, likening it io the weather his
fellow Puerto Ricans train in back home.
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In the footsteps
of their ancestors

By 5gt. Clinton Wood
Mimnesona Nanonal Crward

ike Jacobs made himsell and every combat

veteran proud recently.

Mot only was this Minnesola Army Guard
specialist one of the nearly 200 soldiers o take on the 25-
mile 3rd Annual Bataan Memorial Death March in
Brainerd, Minmn., he endured the course to honor the
veterans before him,

“lcompeled to helpoommemaorate them {Bataan Death
March survivors),” Jacobs said, tapping his hand 1o his
chest. (1o homar) the living and the ones that have passed
away.”

I-?zlen as he lefi the Brainend National Gueard Anmory
where the march staned, Jacobs stopped 1o shake hands
and thank s veteran of the %4ih Tank Hegiment.

The event was a memerial io the soldiers and civilians
who were forced to march from the Batsan Peninsula to
Camp 0" Donnell on the island of Luzon in the Philip-
pines in 1942, Of the 78,000 individuals whowere forced
1o complete the 55-mile march, only 66,000 survived,

The April I5 event was hosted by members of
Minnesota's 15t Banalion, 194h Infantry, & unat tht
traces its history (o Brainerd's Company A, 3dth Tank
Battalion. That hattalion, one of the first Guard units to
deploy overseas, were forced to surrender at Bataan.

Afier surrendering, the American and Filipino soldiers

wiere forced 1o manch wo
Camp O'Donnell with-
owl food and waker for
nearly five days. OFf the
64 soldiers  from
Brainerd's Mational
Guand unit wivo served
in the Philippines in
196 142, hall clied, 1

Three of those : o b
Brainerd soldiers, Walt i
Straka, Henry Peck and |
Russell Swearingen, Phat e
live near Brainerd. b ek s
Other march survivors like Ken Porwoll of St Paul and
Arihuor *Bud"” Campell of Camphell, Colif., also sisended
the event, Sweaningen, 85, was the oldess,

For Camphbell, n 1939 Washington High School grd-
ate, it was his first time back to Brainerd in 15 years,

Despite M-degree icmperaiones, Camphbell walked -
hedescribed it as gimped — the first three blocks with the
marchers,

“1 must have been young like that once before, but 1
can’t remember,” he commented, Bt it’s o wonderful
reception. ['m so happy 1 ook the trouble (o come.™

For Jacobs, the march didn’t seem to be “wrouble,”

A cook for the 134th Forward Support Battalion in
Minneapolis, Jacobs finished first in the mdividial light-
wiight division (wearing acartridge belt, suspenders and
two |-quan canteens with covers) in a time of 4:34.31.

Jacobs and Spe. Shaun Anderson sctually crossed the
Fine af the same time. Anderson, o member of Headguar-
ters and Hesdguaners Company, [st Baottalion, 19%4th
Infantry, paced the individual heavy division wearing a
35-pound rucksack.

Anderson, who scored an adjusted 333 (300 is the
maximum) on his Army Physical Filness Test a0 Fort

HONORING VETS — Batasan survivors, Walt
Straka (above, left), Ken Porwoll, Bud Thomas
and Henry Peck marched a shorl distance with
mambers of the Minnesota Army Guard's 1-
194th Infantry. Spe. Shaun Anderson (right)
shares a laugh with fellow march winner Spc.
Mike Jacobs.

Benning. Ga., caught up 1o Jacobs at the 20-mile mark.
The two agreed 10 walk in mogether. Before the meeting,
Anclerson said he hod run the entire distance.

"He (Jacobs) was going like hell,” said Anderson, an
srmor crewman. Jacobs even helped Andersonto his feet
after that latter had nlken.

Jacobs, wiho runs 30 o 40 miles a week, also finished
first in the light division Last year. He said the memony of
the sacrifice Batnan veterans endured helped keep bim
going.

“I was like, "Come on, one mare step, let me Gindsh, lei
mie fimish,™

This year there was no stopping Anderson, a 1997
Brainerd High School graduate who competed in cross
couniry skiing and swimming. Last year, he compieted
the march in seven-and-a-half hours,

He said the hardest part of the march was chasing down
Jacobs, Within earshot, Jacobs fired back, “(the) hardest
part was wondering how lar back you were ™

Anderson, who runs six o 10 miles a day and races
mountain bikes. said he prevented blisters by applying a
“tub™ of viseling berween his woes, He also wore nylons.

In the individual beavy division, Spe. Chris Kasal
fimished second (5: 16:28), while David Pederson of the
434th Chemical Company ook third with a time of
B08:03,

Following Jacobs in the individual lightweaght divi-
sion was Jereminh Beutz (5:05:40) and Tom Carson
(5:11:45),
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Col, Bill Leslie (right), 123rd Airliti
Wing commander, allaches anocther
‘Outstanding Unit' streamer.

Alabama Army Guard SSgi.
Lewis Hood, with wile Patti, [«
rewarded for an idea.

Delaware Army Guard
Spc. Ronika Smith, a
caok with the ?.Eiljlﬂ
Maintenance Company,
warms apple pies during
a ‘Connelly’ competition.
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RODEQ - Members of the 167th Airlift Wing's
maintenance team (top photo) get their C-130 ready. 1st
Lt. Krista Jenkins (above) treats a simulated patient.

TSgt. Kevin Knotts (below) prepares his C-130 for patients,

WestVirginia Air Guardtakes
home four 'Rodeo’ trophies

By Maj. Mike Pitzer
West Virginia Nationd Guard

esl Virginia Alr Guard units

win four first place trophies o

the Air Mobility Command’s
(AMC) Airfift Rodeo 2000 competition
held at Pope AFE, N.C., May 6-13.

“1 am very proud of our West Virginia
teams, 1 know how hard they worked in
preparing for this competition” stated Maj.
Gen. Allen E Tackett, adjulant general.

The AMC's Rodeo is o competition
ihat focuses on demanstrating ar mobil-
Ity core compeiencies,

The 167th Airlift Wing based in
Maninsburg, won first place in Secunty
Forces Combat Tactics, Aircraft Mmnte-
nance C-130 Preflight and Acromedical
Evacustion Equipment Preflight

The Charleston-based 130h Ajrlifi
Wing team won first place in the Engine
Running Off-load.

“We are pleased with the performance
of our teams™ said L1, Col. Bill Gain,
16Tth team chief. “Of the scven first
place rophies won by the Air National
Guard, West Virginia won foar.”

North Carolina's 145th Airlift Wing,
hased in Charlodte, took home twin first
place rophies a3 the competition’s best

OFF LOAD - A 130th Airlift Wing
team loads equipment during
Rodeo competition.

Acromedical Evacuation Team and ©-
130 Aeromedical Evacuation Team, Mew
Hampshire's 157th Air Refocling Wing,
hasedd at Pease Afr NMabonal Guard Base,
was the selected the best Aenal Refucling
Team.

Roxbeo XK involved B0 aircraft repre-
senting more than 100 teams from 17
coumries. Maore than 3,500 competitors
vied for recognition as the best in airlifi.
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# Back from Bosnia m New Copperhead Home ® Buckeye Black Hawks

NEW YORK

Nearly 150 mentbers of the
[05th Militery Police Company
returmed home from MATO peace-
Lecping duty in Bosnia.

Thee umnit, based in Buffalo wnd
Rochester, with soldiers in Utica,
the Hudson Valley and Mew York
City, spenl nine months supporting
Operation Joint Forge.

The troops, deployed last year to
work with clements of the ULS.
Army s 10th Mountain Dhivision
from Fort Drum, patrolled and
secunsd the countryside and nearby
military bases.

While there, the troops adopbed
ank supponed Bosnian elementary
and high school students, and aid-
ed the children in their efforts to
grow up in the war-tom region.

“We nre very prowd of the men
and women of the 105th Militwry
Police Company who deployed in
the name of peace for this mission
and served their nation so well,”
said Geow. George Pataki,

For many members of the 105th,
the deployment marked their sec-
ond Mational Guard federal sctiva-
tion. They were activated in 1990
for the Persian Gulf War a5 mem-
bers of the former 206th Militwry
Police Company in Buffako,

The 105th are not the only Em-
pire Siaters involved abroad. A
team from the Latham-bazed 138th
Public Affairs Detachment recenly
deploved to Ceermany for nine-
et
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By S5gi. Diane Farrow
tHite Mattomal Guand

They sling-lood up fo 800 pounds of earpo,
travel just over 200 miles an bour, wear an armor of
keviar and are valued at approximately 311 million.

While the “Black Hawk™ (LIH-60) is the standand
utility helicopter in the active Army, il i€ o pew
force b be reckoned with in the Chio Army Gaard,
a5 12 of these high-tech airframes are expected 1o
replace the 15 UH-1H “Huey™ helicopiers by De-
cember.

Those Hoeys are assigned to Company A, 1st
Bartalion, 137th Aviation, located af the Army
Aviation Suppon Facility { AASE) #2 al
Rickenbacker Army Enclove in Columbus.

Though its equipment will change. the unit’s
missicn will not,

With a history sireiching nearly
54 years, the "Copperheads”™ of the
16158 Air Befueling Wing deds-
cated their new grounds and facili-
ties 10 8 ceremony April .

The Phoenix-based unit, which
has been ying since late 19464, has
been relocating into the new cop-
per-domed buildings of its new
huse for abowt the past year, The
wing made it official doring a Mlag
mising ceremony thit featursd an
all-Arizonn fy-by of a KC-135 amd
two F-16s from the 162nd Fighter
Wing in Tucson.

“This base will zerve our Ari-
zona Air Mational Guard for many
years o come,”’ said Col. Joln Rix,
1615t wing commander, “This 15 a
top-drawer facility that provides
the perfect home for our highly-
decorated wnit.”

After the ceremony, the wing
promeded the “Year of the Family™
by hosting its annual Family Day.
Lml::n:d arcund children, mtda}'

ing and a comival-like lhrmph:n:.
Alboaid 0 decade ngo, Phoemx
officials began plans 1o expand the
city"s Sky Harboar Airport (o an-
wwer increasing flight demands of
the rapidly growing city. The plan-
ners found & need (o build an adds-
tional runway — which ran right
through the heart of the refuelers’
base al thut time. The city ponied
up about 565 milleon 10 move the

1615t intn its new hime.

“Whether you ride a thoroughbred (UH-60) or a
Clydesdale (UH-1H}, the air assaull mission re-
muing the same,” said Lt Col. Rick Hall, 1-13Tth
battalion commander and AASF #2 facility com-
mander. Hall said the primary objective of an avia-
tion assaull company is (o insert o extract
andlor equipmend inio or out of a designaied land-
ing zone of the precise ime the ground commander
nizeds them,

Since its inception in 1996, Co. A has been
tisked 10 support the Indiana Army Guard's 35th
Infantry Division. [n late 1998, the unit was given
an additional mission: nugment 5th Battalion of the
10151 Airbome Dhivision, Fort Campbell, Ky.

This “dual mission™ made it necessary for the
nmit 1o esdernize with Black Hawks.

According to Company A Commander Capi.
Wayne Thomas, the Black Hawk has several sd-

vantiges over the Huey - including improvements
in speed and cargo lift capability.

“Tr cruises at about 50 knots faster than the
Huey,” b explained. “1is payioad capacity is also
considerably higher.”

“Tr will lift a humwvee, with armor and crew, and
run with iL" affmed CWO Brad Anspaugh. o full-
time Might imstrector af AASF #2, who was one of
the first pilods in the battalion o complete the
Black Hawk initial qualification and mstructor
pilot course,

He also said that the UH-60 is spacious enough
1o transpon 11 soldiers and four air crew,

Thomas expects that by Oct. 1, 60 percent of his
enlisted soldiers and 40 percent of his pilots will be
cpuealified on the UH-&0. By Oct. 1, 2001, the cap-
tain predicts the qualification level of the entire
kit will be 95 percent.
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m The Air Guard and its Special Operations

Mission

When the Air Force dropped its 'Special
Ops’ mission, Air Guard fliers helped the
CIA conduct unconventional warfare

Clandestine

CREWS

hen most think of the “Cold War,” their minds

conjure up images of the Berlin Wall and

foreign spies in trench coats, Few, however,
would link members of the Air Guard into this mysteri-
ous and shadowy mix.

That introduction into the world of clandestine mis-
sions began in 1954 when Air Force leaders decided 10
phase oul its special operatiens units, However, given
the turbulent times, there was still a need to mainlain 8
srnall number of air crews and aircraft to suppon uncon-
ventional warfare missions for the armed forces and the
Central Intelligence Ageney (CIA)
lengthy negotiations, a decision was made
ishy fouir special operalions units in
e Air National Guard-(ANG). Since their actual
mission was classified, they were Called Air Rexip-
ply Squadrons, or ARS. The first units were the
129th ARS, Calif_, the 130th ARS, W.Va., the 135th
ARS, Md., and the 143rd ARS, R.L

Originally, all four Ak Guard units were coquipped
with C-46 “Commandos,” but in January 1956 they
were supplemented by SA-16 “Albatross™ amphib-
jans. The standardized aircrafi allowed squadrons to
simplify operational and maintenance programs,
and troin for their pew mission.

“ft didn"t take a genius 1o figure out that the SA-
16 Albatross wasn't an ondinary type of troop car-
rer.” said retired Brig. Gen. Victor Kilkowski,
former Maryland adjutant general for Adr, It was
extremely slow and small 1o load anything odher
than a team of passengers.

“Totopitall off,” he sdded, “the Albatross was an
amphibian, specifically suited for inserting or ex-
tracting people stealthily by water from hostile
environments. The type of aircrafl we flew was a give-
away for the special kinds of operations we would
perform.”

Training also became a great hurdle, recalled retired
Col. Don*"Watermelon™ Utermahlen, former 135th ARS
commander, since there were no formal schools
specialized in fying psychological warfare missions.

a1 first we trained on the C-46 Commando. It was
difficult 1 get used to because it sal very high above
runway,” Utermahlen said. “Our best instructor Wwas
Capt. Herb Cromwell, who had flown hundreds of com-
bt hours in the European Theater.

“| never had a problem handling the C-46 after Herb

instructed ns,” he added.

After the Albatrosses comphetely re-
placed the C-46s in late 1958, each unit
was redesignated as o troop carrer
squiadron, retainkng their classified spe-
cial operations mission.

The training that ensued in the
Grumman SA-16 was quite different.
The aircraft, which first flew in 1947,
had been ased by the Air Rescue Service
1o perform sea rescues. In addition to a
crew of six, iteould airdift 10 passenpers
with equipmenl.

Kilkowski said training for water Lanid-
ings with the Alhatross was extremely
hazardous.

“Maj. Sam Souders, the first com-
mander of the 135th Troop Carmier
Squadron, was killed along with two
other aircrew, Capt. Paul Shelton and
Amn. Louis Florey during water Mying training in May
1956, he recalled solemnly. “They were landing on
water under hazy skies, which made it very difficult to
judge the distance the aircraft was above the waler's
surface.”

Kilkowski believes the sircraft landed at too high a
spoed, causing the fuselage 1o splil open.

To make training matters worse, special operations
doctrine required pilots to land their SA-16s on water, at
night, with no landing lights.

“Might water maneuvers were done at the Patnxent

inserting Special Forces soldiers into
potential hot spots for clandesting mis-
sions, SA-16 crews completed over-
water navigation training flights w0
Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico.
Crews also flew to the Panaoma Canal
Zone, Alaska and Newfoundland, 1o
experience flying indifferent geographic
and weather conditions.

Cliven the stealthy nature of the mis-
sion, and its perilous piloting require-
menits, Maryland air crews expericnced
hardship. April 15, 1959 is etched into
the memory of retired Col. Alfred
Cramer. o former 135th pilot — a day
wiven six airerew were claimed when
thedr S A-16 crashed into Colgate Creek,
M.

“They were making a nightime take-
ol Foblowed by a befi turn as they climbed
out of Harbor Fiehd,” Cramer said. “The aircraft then
nosed-over and crashed.

*The cause of the accident was never determined,” he
added, “but the dangerous nature of this type of Nying
was again made obvious.”

Exercise Swamp Rat, a typical training mission flown
in October 1959, saw nine Maryland SA-16s fly to Fort

N.C.. to work with soldiers from the 77th Special
Forces Group, 77th paratroopers and. their capuipment
urﬂeluaﬂﬂdnhmdlh:hvlﬁﬁmddmpp:dhdnmu]l
pones near the swamps on Forl Stewart, Gia. The 135th

erew would then fly resupply missions for the troops

SPECIAL UNIT — A Maryland 135th Air Resupply
Squadron crew, and thalr SA-18, practice an extraction
mission in the late 1950s.

fiver Naval Air Station,” Utermahlen recalled. “The
Mavy operations office there provided a crash baoat, and
friendly ndvice ... that landing on water in the dark was a
really bad idea”™

After several 135th pilots became night-gualified, the
squadron participated in a large European military exer-
cise where the sircrews demonstrated their abality 1o
deliver and extract troops from lakes at might.

“The German Special Forces personnel who were
there thought it couldn’t be done,” said Utermahlen.

“These specials ops fying units continued their (rain-
ing. which required them to fly long distances over open
water at low altitudes, throughout the 1950s. To practsce

living in the field. When the mission was completed,
the special operators would be cxtracted.

One can only assume that such training missions
mirnored the real world ones flown by Air Guands-
men. Since all Air Guand special operiors ane
sworm to secrecy aboat their involvement in actual
operations, nonc can be mentioned here.

In 1963, each ANG special ops unit was redesig-
nated as an air commande squadron following the
revival of an sctive duty Air Force air commincde
squadron ot Hurlburt Field, Fla. These units, in
keeping with the Kennedy administration’s empha-
sis on “unconventional warfare,” helped 1o conibat
communist-inspired “wars of national liberation™ in
third world nmions,
About five years later, their designation would
change to special operations squadrons.
During the mid-1970s, the three ANG special
operations units in West Virginia, Rhosde Istand and
Maryland, converted to airlift units. On May 3.
1975, California’s mission also changed, becoming
the 129th Air Rescue and Recovery Squadron,
On Sept. 17, 1967, the special operations mission for
the Air Guard became the sole responsibility of
Pennsylvania's 193rd Special Operations Squadron.

““I'he unit has been involved in all of the major and
minor contingency operations around the workd simce the
end of the 1960s,™ said retired MSgt. John Hoffman, a
former special ops specialist. “Unlike the four original
Air Guard special operations units, the 193nd concen-
ruted on broadeasting radio and television messages io
foreign populations.™

More than three decades later, the Harrishurg-based
unil remains the ANG's lone special operutions force as
we enter into an uncertain and fragmented 2 st century.
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URBAN WARRIORS -
A student (right) at-
tending Camp Ripley's
Military Police school
takes a quick peek while
entering a bullding atthe
MOUT site. Students
(middie) learn the im-
portance of a one=man
unsupported lift while
going through a win-
dow. A student (far right)
strains to climb a rope
during a grapple hook
entry class. A fire team
(below) assaults a biild-
Ing at Camp Ripley's
MOUT site.

Ripley's MP school is
preparing reserve law
enforcers for overseas duty

Captivated

COPS

By Sgt. Clinton Wood
Minneseta Nattenad Gruard

ﬂ & lyricist Bob Dylan once noted
in song: The nmes, they are a
changin.

Fellow Minnesotan Bob Kroll, whohas
spent the last five years teaching military
pelice the ins-and-outs of land navigs-
tkon, map reading and urban ferrain Lac-
tics, has seen the differences through his
studenis.

These days, observed the Gopher State
Army Guard sergeant first class, the Army/
Marine Reserve wnd Army Guard cops
that attend Camp Ripley’s US. Armmy
Reserve Mi.l:il.'u:,' Poldice School, AP
miare intenested.

With nearly 1,700 Army Guard sol-
diers slatex] for overseas peacekeeping
duty this year, the increased intenest ks
understandable. According w MSgL

Phalos by Sgo Chalon Weod

James Bruce, the course manager (o the
school’s Basic MOO and A dvanced NCO
conerses, more Lhim 30 percent of the forces
activated worldwide are military police-
mien wnd wWomen.

W' readdressing those necds.” Bruce
4T

Along with the BNOC and ANOC
courses, o phase-two Militery Oocupa-
tiom Specialty reclpssification course is
tatight for MPs that have transfermed from
pnodher specinltics.

Soldicys and Marines from as far as
Puerto Ricoand Alaskn have attended the
courme tha ine hudes etical vehicle trdn-
ing, encmy prisoner of woar processing
and a field training exercise at Ripley's
Militnry Oiperations on Lirban Terrmin
{MOLIT) site.

SGM Duane Fredrickson, the
battalion’s chief instructor who has ob-
served similor training at a onmber of
Ay posis, said the Ripley MP school is
hard e beat,

“Undoabied]y, it's the best kept secne
in OO, he said, citing the state-of-
the-art MOUT site, clussroom facilities
and Ripley*s stafl.

“It"s like comparing a Chevy just about
ready 1o die ||||.'|j|.:|r'|h.:|r:_|.n.1 10 o brand pew
Cadillac,” Fredrickson insisied,

The sergeant major added that many
MPs also ook forward to testing their
ability to control a fotows crowd or tike
over and secure 8 o,

Just minutes afier learning MOLT 1ac-
tics included tao-man supponied lifts and
cleaning o building as fire teams, Michi-
gan 55t Willinm Kneger-- amemberof
the 144th MP Company and former 10-
yeur Navy veternn == wis enthosed,

“This is exactly what [ joined for,” he
sand,
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