M Led by Lone Stars:
‘The 49thArmored Division
.. 13 ready to do this job’

TI:: Texas Army Gognd s 449h Ar-
mired Division assumed com-
mnienel and comtrol of Multinational
Diviston-North and Task Force Eagle
March 7 in Bosnia and Hereegovini.

Officials from the 49th, commanded
by Maj. Gen. Robent 1. Halverson, and
the unit they ‘e replacing, the 1 0th Moun-
tain Division, commanded by Maj. Gen.
James L. Campbell, gathered in the Eagle
Sports Complex at Eagle Base in Tuzla
for their formal Transfer of Authority
CEremony.

Thie tramsfer of mhority is especially
significant in that it is the first time a
Mational Guand division headquaniers has
pesumed the command and control of
MMND-M and Task Force Engle since 115
inception in December 1995

“They are writing another page 0 the
history of the Mational G as they ane
deploying to Bosnia,” observed L1 Gen.
Russell Davis, Chielol the Mational Guard
Bureau, in Washingion, D.C. “This is o
hoge responsibility for the men and
women from Texas and Maryland whao
have left families and employers behind.

“The force we are sending inio harm's
way inchsdes lowyers, ranchers, parents-
to-be, 1win brodhiers, and three seis of
fathers and sons.” Davis added. “Thes 15
ned the first tieee, mor will it be the lns
time, that we have sent our people on such
a mission, We have done iowith success
for aver 363 years.”

In Bosnin, Halverson spoke confidently
s he assumed leadership of the Stabiliza-
tion Force troops in MND-N, assuring
those gathered that his command is ready
for the job ahesd,

*To those whe would oppose pence
and progress [in Bosniaand Herzegovina],

pael

EMPLOYER SUPPORT

1 con assure vou that the 4%9th Armored
Divasbon and the Ind Armored l"Jn'ulr:,.'
Regiment are trained and ready to do this
job," Halverson declared

Thense present inchuded Army Chicl of
Swaff Gen: Enic K. Shinsekd, |

- ey e e L ey ¢ B -'I\.H'-:.; |
Thornberry, R-Texas: Hep. Tohn M.

MeHugh, B-MN.Y.; U5, Ambassador Rob-
et W, Famand, Breko supenisor L
Gien: Leon 1. LaPone, 1T Ammoned Corps
commander and Lt, Gen, Ronald E.
Adams, Stabilization Force commuonder.

Among the National Goeard dignitiries
present were Maj. Gen. Roger Schultz,
director of the Army National Guard, and
CSM John Leonard Jr., the Army Mo
tonl Guoard's command sergeant mior

Halverson made particular note of the
miultnational flavor of MND-N"s oo
posite structure, and pledged dedication
1o thee “one team” concepl.

Allies in MMD-N include the Norndic-
Polish Battle Growp, the Turkish Brigade
and the First Peacekeeping Russian Sepa-
rate Airborne Brigade. Add o these the
prmiad forces of the formerly - warring fac-
tiomns, elected afficials, and organizations
throughout the international commumnity.
Allal whom, Halverson said, work closely
fogether 1o maintain pesce and stability
within the MND-M arca of responsibility,

“We are honored to join this team and
continue this noble work,” he said.

To the departing 10th Mountain Divi-
sion soldiers, Holversen offered his con-
gratulanions for a job well done.

“I would like 1o express my heartfelt
appreciation and gratitude to Maj. Gen.
Camphell and the 10th Mountain Davi-
sion for representing the United Stales in
siich a professional and dedicaled man-
ner. You have clearky set the standarnd,”
Halverson said.

He ended his remarks with the onit
mottos of the [0t 4%h and tse Jod -~
“"Climb to Glory, Lone Srar, Brave
Rifles!"

Editor's Nove: M5gi. Bob Haskell con-
tributed 1o this Aremy News Senvice sbory.

s .
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Photo coustiesy of ihe Texas Mational Guand
FLAG WAVER - The son of a Texas Army Guard citizen-soldler waves
a U.S. and Texas flag at a farewell ceremony for 700 Guard men and
women with the 49th ‘Lone Star' Armored Division headed for Bosnia.
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m Canadian Takes issue with those who oppose America

-:: B LR e e
MRS

By Gordon Sinclair
Canadian TV Comprentafor

his Canndian thinks it is tme w

speak up for the Americans as

the most generous and possibly
the least appreciaied people on all the
e,
Crermany, Japan amd, Io:a lesser ex-
ter, Britnin and Italy were lifted oot of
the debris of wor by the Americans who
poured in billions of dollars and for-
gave other billions in debis, None of
these countries is today paying even the
interest on its remaining debts to the
United Stutes,

When the franc was in danger of
collapsing in 1956, it was the Ameri-
cans who propped it up, and their re-
ward wis 10 be insulted and swindled
on the streels of Paris, T was there, |
AW iL

nitics were fMattened by fomadoes,
Mobody helped.

The Marshall Plan and the Truman
Policy pumped billions of dollars into
discournged countries. Now newspa-
pers in those countries are writing about
the decadernt, warmongering Ameri-
cans.

I"d like 1o see just one of those coun-
tries that is gloating over the erosion of
the United States dollar build its own

GUARD7 20/1/s

airplane. Does any other country in the
world have a plane to equal the Boeing
Jumbao Jet, the Lockheed Tri-Star, or
the Douglas 107 If so. why don’t they
My them?

Why di all the International lines
except Russia fly American planes?

Why does no other land on earth
even consider putting a man or woman
on the moon? You talk abow Japanese
technocracy, and you get radios, Yoo
talk about German technocracy, and
you ged antomobiles. You talk about
American technocracy, and you find
men on the moon -- not once, but sev-
eral times and safely home again,

You tulk about scandals, and the
Americans put theirs right in the store
window for everybody to look at. Even
their draft-dodgers are not porsued and
hounded. They are here on our streets,
and imoed of them, unless they e
breaking Cansdian laws, are getting

" home

When the railways of France, Ger-
mnny nmd Indis wese breiking down
through age, it was the Americans who
rebuilt them, When the Pennsylvania
Bailroad and the New York Centmal
went broke, nobody loaned them an old
caboose. Both are stll broke.

| can nume you 5,000 times when the
Americans raced 1o the help of other
people in trouble, Con you name me
even oné ime when someone ¢lie raced

mm | Siding with Americans

i the Americans in trowble? I don"t
think there was outsisde help even dur-
ing the San Francisco eanthquake. Cur
neighborz have faced it alone, and I'm
one Canadian who is damned tired of
hearing them ged kicked aroumnd.

They will come oul of this thing with
their flag high. And when they do, they
are entithed to thumb their nose of the
lamiis that are gloating over their
present troables. | hope Canndn is ot
ome of those.

Stnd proud, Americans.

Editor's Nate: Widespread, bur only
Partial news coverige, was given re-
cently to an editorial brogdeast from
Tewowio by Gardon Sinclair, a Cang-
dian television commentaror. The
preceeding wers the full text of hiy re-
wrarks s prinded in e Congressional
Record,

‘Letiars to the Editor’ are subject
to editing for space and stye con-
siderations.

Mail letters to; NGB-PAI-C, Suile
11200, 1411 Jallarson Davis High-
way, Aringlon VA 22202-3680

FAX your letters 1o DSN 327-
3686 or (703) B07-3686

e-mall address is:

malthanerj@ngb.ang.af.mil

Ay i -".r_' -Ir'r I'J"-:..’l'ﬂ.l".'-:n'-"

“Congratulations, Captain. Your idea has reduced mobility processing time by 92 perce
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m HiEh Quality H20 = Night Rescuers = Credit Card Ret'[lﬂirﬂll

Venezuela disaster gets Guard hift

B High Quality H20: Guard units
purify much needed water to country
ravaged by floods, mud slides

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Natiora! Guard Bureau

edro, a wiry, weary man in Venczueln, had not

shaved for nearly a week because his wife and

fourchildren and his parents needed every drop of
the precious water for drinking and cooking he could
collect in plastic jugs from an Army National Guard
purification unit.

“Without this water, we would die. These American
soldiers are saving our lives. God will bless them all.”
swid the thiny-something man in early Febroary. He got
the water on that sun-baked afternoon beside o gritty
stream bed nearly two months after a deadly avalanche
of mud had tore out of the nearby mountains and through

coastal Caraballeda.

- Mational Guand soldiert have encountered many people
like Pedro, &t home and in foreign lands, during the
decade they have frequently deployed with their truck-
sized reverse 0smosis waler purification units [o rans-
form swamp water and sea waier intothe Hguid of life for
thse in meed,

Some of them also encountered retired major-league

Prioto by MSgt. Bob Haskell
PURE DEED - North Dakota Army National
Guard Sgt. Curtis Mack checks the chiorine
level of water baing purified for flood-stricken
Venezuelans In Caraballeda.

pitcher Dennis Martinez, who visited Venezuelaand LIS,
Ambassachor John Maisto, asking how 1o keep the clean

water Mlowing after the American. e[S

February.

Gluard teams from Puerto Rico and then Flonda and
Nerth Dakota left thelr familics and civilian jobs 1o join
Ioint Task Force Fundamental Response that was ofga-
nized in Maiqueita soon after floods and mud slides

® Sec VENEZUELA , page 13

Air Guard units practice night rescue over Arizona

By Maj Eric Schnaible
L5 Air Forre

-File fans may be disap-

pointed 1o learn that those

weren'l UFOs lighting up
the Tucson and Phocaix night skies
recently. Future downed aircrews
will not.

Air National Guard A-10and HH-
&) units were conducting night illu-
mination combat search and rescue
(CSAR) missions March 6- 10 at the
Barry M. Goldwater Range, one of
the few locations in the country where
the trnining can be safely conducted.

Once “popping” its component of
LUL-2 (“Lou-two™) fares — each
gives off 2 million candlepowers of
light - the helicopters and A-10s are
able o observe and react to activities
o e ground as they conduct rescue
iraining of simulmed downed air-
CrEws.

In pasi years, when stmospheric
conditions were ideal, the illumina-

thon flares used by units undergoing
similar tratning were visible from
the Phoenix metropolitan area. They
prompled frantic calls to both the
Luke and Davis-Monthan AFE pub-
lic affairs offices to repont UFO
sitings.

This vear, officials with the Ari-
gona Alr Guard™s 162nd Fighter
Wing coordinated and relcased a
pews advisory o better inform the
public. Four Phoenix network TV
affillates also covened the story.

That story involved the effors of
A-10crews from Michigan's 172nd
Fighter Squadron (part of the 110th
Fighter Wing) in Battle Creck, and
the HH-60Nighthawk helicopier Air
Guard crews from the 129th Air
Rescue Wing, Califl., and the 106th
Rescue Wing, N.Y.

The training was made possible
through the Air Guard’s Chperation
Smowhird program, where units
based in cobier U_S. climates train in
Arizona, where it is much warmer.

According to Li. Col. Chuck
Roxque, 162nd Fighter Wing spokes-
person, an A- 10 can carry up in cight
LULU-2 flarcs, The Marcs anc nar-
mally deployed at an altitude of
10,000 feet. Once deployed, they il-
luminate for five minutes, and bum
oul before hitting the ground.

As seen from the ground, the flares

to be hanging motionless in
the air. Additionally. the aircraftused
covert navigation lighting, render-
ing them nearly invisible to the na-
ked eye. The aircrafi, however, are
visible 1o other air crews through the
use of infra-red might vision goggles.

“For 1.5. forces who deploy 1o
dangerous global locales to fly and
fight, it"s no conspiracy that the To-
tal Force maintains a capability to
extract them from behind enemy lines
at might,” noted one observer.

Editor’s Note: Schnaible is the
chief of the 355th Wing's public af-
firs office ar Davis-Monthan AFB,
Ariz.
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Terrorism responders tested in Boston

By 1st Lt. Brad Leighton
Massachusetts Nasiona! Grgrd

1 has yet to happen, but the Massachy-
I setts Nationol Guard is preparing for
the worst,

The 15t Weapons of Mass Destruction
Civil Support Team joined with Boston
firefighters, rescue workers, and police
officers (o 125 the local response to do-
mestic lermonsm, Feb, 27, The “incident™
ok place in a Boston subway station on
what was atherwise o quict Sunday mom-
ing.

It was the first vime that the 22-member
Croard unit tramed with the Boston au-
thorities. They have, however, trained
with police and fire from several other
communities, inchuding Providence, B.L,
Portland, Maine and Worcester, Mass.,
said Lt Col. Jay Daley, unit commander,

The stakes were high in Boston, The
unit was under the close scrutiny of 15
Army evalostors from the 3rd Training
Brigade on Fort Devens, and the results
of the test went w Congress, Maj. Gen.
Alan [, Johnson, the depily command-
ing general of the First Army (Morth) was
on hand o review the wiils performance
personally, as was Brig, Gen. George W,
k.ecle, the adjutsnt general of Massachu-
wetls,

The full-time undt, hand-picked from
the best and brightest, proved effective
ianeder fire. i . s

“Jay, your tcam did a grear job,” said
Johnson. Coordination with civilian au-
thorities i key, and the civil support team
showed that they can work: effectively
with firefighiers, police officers and
emergency madical technicians.

But Johnson wamed the team o re-
main flexible. “Don’t get hung up on one
seenario. You just don't know what you
miay have to den] with.”

The Civil Support Team (C5T) is one

of 10 in the country, with 17 more ex-
pecied o be fielded this vear. The teams
were estiblished 10 help civilion authori
ties mitigate the effects of o terrorist act
involving nuclear, biological, and/or
chemical weapons,

Each CST has five sections: the com-
mund section, as well as survey, logistics,
meedical, and communications teams. [ts
b is Ao hellp firefighiers, polkcemen mnd

- emergency. medical services. to

advise and Facilitate further acthon™ mﬂ"

they are faced with a nuclear, biological,
of chemical hazard.

In other words, the team helps the inci-
dlem commander, waeally s local fire chief,
by telling him the exact kind of agent he
is dealing with and how best to respond to
that hazard, Then they help him respond.
The CST remains wnder the incident
commander's suthority throughout the
CIETEENCY.

Phala by Sgi. Jordan 5t John

“The National Guard people know their
job well,” said Boston Deputy Fire Chief
Stephen Dunbar, the incident commuander
of the exercise. “It’s nice 1o see the kind
of mssets they have available if we need
them. Training with these different agen-
CHES 5 S0 imporiand.”

Sgl. Paul MacMillan of the subwaoy
plice agreed.

“We have to know how to handle any

TALKING TERRORISM — Mass-
achusetts Army Guard LL. Col. Jay
Daley (right) briefs Boston fire and
rescue officlals durlng a recent
domestic terrorism exerclse In
Boston.

leen Hill of Fitchburg, his section leader,

“Obwviously, i it was o real chemical
agent he couldn't just ke the suit off)"
Hill said. “Instead of panicking, he did
everything by the book and remained
cafm."”

By iaking shallow breaths and per-
forming emergency Mainlenince prose-
dures on the suit, Snow was able 1o coax
his equipment into working for another
45 minuies; long enough o determine
that they were dealing with a nerve agent,
and get safely out of the area

The C5T team hos o mobile analysis
lab that helps them determine types of
chemical and biological hazards, but if
the kab breaks down there's also Snow.

“He 1ook it upon himself to memorize
all the different properties of these asenis,
If something ever goes wrong with the
lab, we can turm-io him," Hill said,

When several different incidents oocur
at the same time, a 22-soldier unit can gel
strelched thingquickly, sccording o Daley.
“Weall rely on each otherio compleie the
mission,

RS Each i et s e

vital. These exercises help ron out the
wrinkles before they cost lives.”

Sometimes those “wrinkles™ occur ai
just the wrong time, Just as Cpl. Adam
Snow of Marlbono was evaluating amock
“chemical agent.” the regulator broke on
his gas-suit breathing apparatus,

In such & situation, the resubis of good
Inuning coane 1o the fore. Seow did ev-
erything right, according to 150 L. Cal-

[LiFins

each day, five days a week, the tmining
cominues, The physical finess of the
soldiers is top-notch, Dabey said,

The unit las pelled Enip o jeam, noled
Dindey. This is imponant becaie e unil
trains i e “Tish bowl.” Several nerwork
Boston television news crews covened
the truning, as did both major Boston
newspapers, The Boston Globe and The
Baxien Hernld,

.@Tﬂ}.ﬁ%‘:ﬂ##ﬁm@ :
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YEAR of the FAMILY:

# Dellmans of Dakota m0.K. Commanders

For 50 years the South Dakota Air Guard
has been well served well by one family

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Watiowrad CFncrd Bierean

eth Dellman has a couple of reasons for relishing
B her unigque status on the Air National Guard's

Academy of Military Science faculty, which
trmns new officers in Knoxville, Tenn,

AL 30, she is a technical sergeant and one of just two
enlisted people among the |4 who spend six weeks ata
time teaching officer candidates how (o be second lies-
tenants. Dellman’s AMS title iz trining and education

manager. She works with n dozen officers. and ghe

expects to be promoted 1o master sergeant in mid-Aped]

Then there is her remarkahble family in South Dakota.
Few [umilies are =0 well connected 1o the Mational
Gunrd. Seven Dellmans, including Beth’s father and five
of her brothers and sisters, have been pan of the South
Dakota Air National Guard for nearly 50 years. Five ane
still serving.

All seven were members of the 1141h Fighter Wing in
Sioux Falls for a couple of years in the early 90s. All
sevien ane satisfied o serve in the enlisted ranks, All
seven, Dellman recently speculated, will probably put in
o least 20 years as traditional or full-time Guard mem-
bers.
“My futher did not try 1o influence us, but joining the
Air Guard seemed to be the logical thing 1o do,” sajd

Led by Brays

Prota by MSgL Bob Haskol
FAMILY FIRST - TSgt. Beth Deliman proudly displays a

stands by his wond, He does mot falter, no
meatter who he talks 1o,

Carl Ir. enlisted in September 1932 and
spent 40 years as o full-time federal tech-
nician in supply and then civil engincering
in Sioux Falls belfore retiring as o senior
masier sergeant in December 1992,

Dravid Dellman, who enlisted in Jano-
ary 1977, is a full-time senior master ser-
geant in commupications. Cheryl
(Dellman) Gillen retined as a senior mas-
ter sergeant after 21 years last December,

Michael Dellman enlisted in September
1987, eight months before Beth, and has
been o full-timer sinee 1990,

Kathleen (Dellman) Metzger signed up
in January 1950 and is a traditional master
;:l.';ﬁﬂll'lli in the education office al Sioux

g,

Son Carl Dellman joined the Air Guard
family in January 1991. The seven
Dellmans served together for nearly two
years, and Carl became a full-timer in July

photo of her family, many of them members of the South 1545,

Dakota Alr Guard,

Dellman who enlisted on May 31, 1988, the day she

graduated from Lincoln High School in Sioux Falls.

" Six of the elght childretr raised by Carl . and Mary

Dellman have followed their father’s footsteps into the
Air Guard, It's not hand to figure out the subject that
dominates the conversations when the Dellmans gather
lor Thanksgiving of family reunions,

“1 was quite proud that they joined,” said the father
who has kept as busy as he wannds 10 be with hunting and
fishing during the seven years he's been retired. “The
kids keep me up to speed aboul the Guard,” he added.

"My dad iold us the Ajr Guird had been a good carcer
for him, but that we would have to make our own
decisions about whnt would be good for us,” said Beth
Dellman whose midwestern family was influenced by
soine strong. admdrablie values,

“My mother and faiher have been marmed for 45
years,” said Beth. “My father is a very strong person who

his brothers o enlisi.
Three of s brothers did
s0, oo of them wene Lnber
commissioned.

Beth lefithe nestin 1997 o join the staff

of the LG. Brown Afr Mational Guard

Training and Education Center, that includes AMS, in

castemn Tennessee. She became the AMS truining and
education manager nearly i vear ago.

“I like this scademy because it's very struchured,”
Dellmon exploined. <1 like waching and working with
the students.

*“You can’t sit in the weeds here,” she added. “ At first
it felt different to be working with so many officers. But
I'm an extrovert. so | picked mysell up and went forward
with ithis job.”™

Working in the same place seems 1o be a family trait
among the Dellman siblings, Beth explained.

“Six of us worked part-fime in the same grocery store
nt different times while we were growing up,” she suid.
Then she Iaughed. Y ou hire one Dellmen, you'll get a
lenst five mone."

That is cenainly how it worked out for the South
Drakota Adr Mational Guard,

commander of st Battalion,
1 60th Field Artillery.

Oiver the past three decades,
the three Bray brothers have

By 2nd Li. Scarlett Tyler
Edklerhoema Mariomal Grard

Ivoo are, or were, o member

of the Oklahoma Army

Civard's 45th Field Artillery
Brigade, chances are you were
led by a Bray brother,

The thind Bray brother. Col.
Gary D. Bray olficially assumed
command of the 4%t Field Ar-
tillery Brigade during a change
of command ceremony in Enid,
Okln., Feb, 6.

Col. Larry Haub was the out-
Roing commander.

More than 250 visitors, in-
cluding Bray family members
from three states, attended (he
historic ceremony.

The Bray family has o distin-
guished history of military ser-
vice. ot only have four of five
of the Bray sons served in the
Oklahoma Army Guard, two
(Lonnde and Kenneth, both re-
tired colopels) have commanded
the brigade theirbrother recently
ook over,

Lonnic Bray, the eldest
brother, commanded the 45th
from 1976-77, He retired in 1985

The BRAY WAY - Col. Gary Bray
(center) poses with brothers
Kenneth (left) and Lonnle, both
retired colonels. Esch has
commanded the 45th Fleld

Kenneth Bray com-
manded the brigacle from
19491-92. He retired with
32 wears of service in
1992,

Like his brothers, Col.
Gary Bray began his
Ciuard career as an en-
listed soddier, serving in
several gun section posi-

Artillery Brigade. tions during his 12 years
WEANNE Sripees.
after 38 vears of service. 11 was In 1976, Bray gradusted from

during his time as a hattery com-
munder with the 152 Battalion,
1589th Ficld Amillery in Ton-
kawa that Lonnie éncournged

the Sooner State’s officer acad-
emy s its distinguished grad.
That led 1o several leadership
pesitions, including a stin as

wilngssed continuous changes
in weaponry systems within the
45th brigade. Dunng Lonnic’s
command,. his soldiers fired
cight-inch, self-propelled wbe
artillery and the Honest John
Rocket System.

“The rate of change has been
Taster inthe past 10 vears," noted
his brother Kenneth, who over-
saw the brigades tmnsition from
tube o rocket artillery. The 1-
158th Field Artillery was the
first Giused weit tos feld the Mul-
tiple Launch Rocket System.

MNow its up to Gary 1o lead the
451h into the new millennium,

e ON GUARD
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GRASPING the SITUATION
D.C. Air Guard SrA. Brent

Nelson Jr., (above, left) the crew
chief, and Maj. Bill Shelton, the
pilot, grasp hands at the end of
a Coronet Nighthawk counter-
drug flight -~ Melson's first
carser scramble.

AirGuardfighterpilots, crews
are keeping an eye on the
drug traffic over Curacao

By MSgi. Bob Haskell
Metionad CGuard Bureaw

rent Nelson Jr. discovered what
B all of the tmining s for ond what

all of the excitement’s aboul at
208 p.m. in early February.

It was his first duty day on the tropical
island of Curncao, a sliver of land off the
northern coast of South America, and the
afternoon”s pace quickencd considerably
when the senior airman got to scrumble
an F-16 jet fighter for the first time,

MNelovon, 24, iz n crew chief in the Dis-
trict of Columbia Air National Guard’s
113th Wing. His plane, piloted by Maj,
Bill Shelton, had the lead in a light of two
F-16s that took off o track an aircraf
suspected of carrying illegal drugs across
the Caribbean Seq.

The two pilots and their crew chicfs
had 15 minutes to launch the pair of
unarmed fighters from the moment they
got the call 1o check oul the suspect air-
plane. After 11 carefully choreographed
minutes between pilot and crew chief,
SrA. Nelson saluted smarly and Maj.
Shelton taxied away on enother Coronet
Mighthawk counter-drug mission,

“Man, this makes all of those early
mormings on the Might line and all of the
wrench-furning worthwlhile,” said Melson
who had trained for three years for the
mement he could send a jet fighter scream-
img into the sky on short notie: for a live
miission.

It was a heart-pounding siar o his o
wecks of active duty ina pan of the world
whene LS. and allied military forces work
with civilian low people, such as U5,

Drawi

in the CLOUDS

Customs and the Drug Enforcemient
Agency, to keep drugs from reaching
American shores and ruining inmocent
lives.

Coronet Nighthawk is the Adr Matiomnal
Guard's picce of the action for the United
States Southern Commund and 12th Air
Force until next August when an acltive
Air Force wing from Uteh will pick up the
mission for 90 days,

Up to 100 Air Guardmembers spend
two weeks ata time flyving and malntain-
ing six jet fighiers at the Halo Intermi-
tionnl Airport on Curacao’s northern
shore, The District of Columbia had the
mission for six weeks in Jamary ond
February. Colorado had it before that.
North Dakota had it after them.

The planes are not armed with ammup-
nition or live missiles, but their speed and
sophisticated radar systems make them a
viluable part of an extensive lund and
sea, military and civilinn counter-drig
operation, explained Adr Gunnd L1 Col,
Lanny McMeely, the Coronet Nighthawk
commander.

The six jets are the only fast-bumers in

that counter-drug operation.

“We can get from here 1o thers ina
hiarry,” said McMeely of the light, sgile
fighters that can fy at twice the speed of
sound at high altinudes. “Sometimes we're
the first ones to get o look af suspicious
aireraft.”

“We do not blow things up. We do mot
shool people down, We don™t do any of
that Tom Clancy stuff,” added the Texis-
born McMNeely, an Air Force Academy
graduate who has logged 4,500 hours in
millitary jets.

“We gather information and pass it on
1o the approprizte civilian authorities, We
menitor and repor on planes and ships
suspected of carmying dmgs, W try not to
let thiem know we are watching them,”™

“Mighthawk™ is the key word becanse
the suspecied drug planes generally My
north out of South Amernica so they can
rexch their drop points after dark, when
they are more difficult lodetect, explaimed
LLS. officials, They returmn 1o their home
bases under the cover of darkness.

The Guard fighters are the nighthawks
wheo, like birds of prey, watch where the

"
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Photos by MSgl. Bob Hasked
SCRAMBLESUCCESS-D.C. Air
Guard Maj. Mical Bruce (above,

| %ﬂﬁ:n In the cockpit :r!d.

Wl.l'ﬂ'lldrll.ﬂ scramble TSgt.
Steve Wiills, the crew chief, on thae
South American Island of Curacao,

suspect planes go and when they retam.
They track the planes over open waler,
mod over other countries or xlands,
McMecly stressed.

*If we can build a chain of evidence
becapse of our observations, if we can
follow a plane to a drop zone and watch it
refurm, the police in that country can con-
fiscate the plane or even shoot it down,”
said McMeely, "This is serious business,"”

Omginnlly based at Howard Air Bagein
Panama, Coronet Mighthawk moved 1o
Curacao, one of the Metherlands Antilles,
last May.

The operation m Curacae s not yet as
robust a2 it wos in Panama, McNeely
said, becouse the new facility iz far smaller.
The rump and maintenance arca where
the jets are parked and worked on sits
beside the civilian airport, A compact
villlage of 12 canvas, sir-conditioned tents,
shaped like Quonsel huts, serve as the
headguarters and the haven fior the eight-
member alent crews.

The mission, however, s considered as
critical as it was in Panama. The aircraf
have to be ready o fly training sorties
maost afternoens and evenings. They have
to be “hot-cocked” for the olerts that can
come in the dead of night — =0 they can
take off withoul o moment lost
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¢¢ We do not blow
things up. We do
not shoot people
down. We don't do
any of that Tom
Claney stuff ¥

LT. COL. LANNY McNEELY
Coronet Nighthawk Commandar

The crew chiefs hose the aincrall down
every day or two and lubricate the landing
gear and other exposed parts because the
Caribbean is just across the runway from
thiz ramy and salt from the sen waler can
guickly corrode everything.

“The salt and corresion are big con-
cems,” said A 1C Dave Linder, *We have
to stay on top of it 1o keep things safe for
the I"ih-“-"h."

Trying to stop the flow of heroine,
cocaine and other deadly drugs (o their
homelnnd makes the Curacan mission
wodth tlse effort, claim the avimtors.

“i}mg.sﬁﬁ:ctnmrt peopdi than just the

users,” said Maj. Mical Bruce following .
a recent flight. “They destroy people’s s aanhaai
futures and entire families. Anything we
can do to stop the use and flow of these
drugs is worth doing.”

Everyone shanes inthe satisfaction. The
olficers may do the flying, but the en- .
listed people take pains to ensure the .
planes are primed to do the pilots” i ol
ding.

TSgr Steve Willis was the crew chief frreT
for the F-16 that Bruce flew that day. The  [RSEREEESSS 4 Dl
radar was ready. The radios worked, The  [EESEEEEES ;
engine roared to life. The fighter shot
down the runway on full afterborner and
then straight up into the sky. The hunt for
the suspect drag plane was on.

Willis has sent many jet fighters on
their way, including a fully-armed plane
that serambled out of Ieelond looking for
1 Russian bomber during a memorble
moming more than 10 years ago. The
sction still gives him arush.

“When you se¢ your plang going down
that runway with 30 feet of flame coming
ot af fits tail,” Willis marveled, “thene is
absolutely nothing like it.”

UNARMED and READY - TSgt.
Paul Sullivan (right) fine tunes an
unarmed AIM-9 missile, carried as
a training aid, on a District of
Columbia Alr National Guard F-16
in Curacao for Coronet Nighthawk
counterdrug duty.
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EMPLOYER SUPPORT OF THE GUARD AND RESERVE

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nationel Guard Burean

Mational Guard soklier coming
back from Hosniw was told his
civilian job al a fast-food restan-

rant would not be waiting for him, An
officer who returned from oversess was
reassigned to an administrative job with
few responsibilitics at & community hiv-
pital after someone else had wken over
ihe supervisory position ke had beld.

Those members of this country”s. re-
serve military force found & fricnd in
Moark Shelley when they retumed from a
few months of active doty only o dis-
cover that their civilian lives were nol
guite the samss,

Shelley is a Naval Reserve lientenant
commander from Maryland and en om-
budsman ai the national headguarters of
the Employer Suppon of the Guand and
Reserve in Arlington, Va,

Since kast November he has been going
to bat for Mational Guard and Reserve
people anxious to resume their civilian
cargers after serving in Europe or South-
wiesl Asin

Three Full-Hme om- canl incrense? It's
budsmen, plus a pan- due to the increased
timer, form the ESGR s of reserve fonces,
hesdaquuarters beam that improved reporfing

deals with issues in-

volving reservists and cpuse more people
civilian. employers. have heard about
The crew led by Cali- Employer Suppomaf

formia Arnyy Guard L1,

Col. Jess Sow Jr. Berve, Sobo Speci-
wirks (o resolve is- Janed,
sues long before the “We are now a

parties have to go to
litigation.

The ombudsmen, in effect, form the
national commities”s labor relations de-
pariment. Their biggest job, Shelley ex-
plained, involves explaining and inter-
preting the 1994 Uniformed Services
Employment and Reemployment Rights
Act (USERRA) to reservists and civilian
employers who contact the ESGR office.

“Most people are looking for basic
information aboat the rights and obliga-
tions of the reserve members and em-
ployers. We clear off 9 percent of our
cases before they have togo to the Vieter-
uns Employment and Training Service at
the US. Department of Lobor,™ said
Shelley who helps field the 30 1o 50 calls
the ombudsman saction receives mist
working days.

About 75 percent of the inquiries come
from reserve members, explained Solo
who joined the ESGR staff in July 1998,

But the ombudsmen welcome the
chance o deal withibe emplovers, Shelley
sitid, because the information can benefit
many reservists who may work for the
s COmpany of induastry.

Inalzo helps, e added, that representa-
tives of the major airlines meet periodi-
cally with keaders of the seven reserve
components - the Army and Air Mational
Guard, and the Armmy, Navy, Manine

Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard Re-
Servies — 10 ifon oul {ssues concerning the
Avistion comemnity.

“That gives us a chance 1o develop
points of contact and 1o petwork. We
don't gel quite as many calls from the
girline people,” said Shelley who has
taken a leave of absence from airerafi
giant Lockheed Martin in Gaithersburg,
ML, io spemd three years at ESGR.

“1wish wecould develop the same kind
of relationships with police and
fircfighters and with teachers,” e added.

The ombedeman service's foursome
does not work wlone. More than 240 vol-
uniecr ombudsmen are on call scross the
country to deal with issues ot the state
level. The national team frequently refers
inguiries to the people mone familior with
business people and practices in the 50
stales, Guam, Puerio Rico, Virgin Islands
and the District of Columbia, said Soto,

Business has been brisk. ESGHR om-
budsmen dealt with some 4,900 cases in
1998 and nearly 7,200 cases last year,
Soto explained. He projected this year's
todal could surpass 1,000 cases,

Why the signifi-

procedures, and be-

the Guard aml He-

betier known entity,”™
T i,

Although all inguiries are dealt with as
quickly as possible, word that a reservist
has been fired becanse of military duty is
considered i crisis situation for the om-
baidsminen.

Shelley has known life in the trenches
as 0 Maval Reservist, He rose o chief
petty afficer before eaming his commis-
sion. He =rved an eight-month Joint
Endeavor peacekeeping tour in Croatia in
| 90607,

That"s why he wasted lintle time geiting
involved with the Guard soldier who
wanbed 1o return o fast-food restaurant
and with the officer who wanbed o refum
1o his Former dutics as a hospital admin-
istrator.

Titook only acoupbe of hours toresolve
the first issue, said Shelley, after the re-
employment bow was explained o the
restnurant owner. The young citiven-sol-
dier was asked o retum o5 soo0n a8 pos-
sible.

Gretting the community hospital o re-
sore the officer 1o the same level of
civilian responsibility e hnd before leav-
ing may take some time, Shelley added,
even though that 15 the intem of the reem-
ployment statures,

B Lo Cdr, Mark Shelley is the sort
who believes it will be worked out.
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B Nebraskan Domination

B Biathlon Championships
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ARMED and READY — Nebraska
Army Natlonal Guard Maj. Dave
Seybold loads an M-16 magazine
with ammunition during a recent
match at Camp Santlago, Puerio
Rico.

Cornhusker marksmen
on target in Puerto Rico

M Loaded with Talent:

Bruce McCauley claims
seven individual titles

By 2nd Lt Kevin Hynes
Nebraska Netiona! Guard

ehraska’s mid-winter marksman
ship training in Puerto Rico pro-
dusced some big-time resulis.

Competing at the annoal Puerto Rico
Mutional Guand Club de Tiro Millennium
Match Y 2K, Nebraska shioters produced
o near-sweep of the awards,

“We dominated,” snid Maj. Steve
Sargent, new state marksmanship coondi-
nator for Mebraska, “In just about every
event, it was Mebraska and then everyone
else.”

Leading the MNebraska charge at the

Jan. 14-16 competition held ot Camp
Sontiage was Sgt. Bruce MeCauley of
Headgquarters, State Arca Command, who
cluimed seven individual tiles including
the Champion High Master Rifle and
Cverall Rifle Champdon.

“Tthought I would do Fairly well,” said
MeCauley, aUniversity of Mebrasks-Lin-
coln architecture student who joined the
Mebraska Army Guard in 1997, ] waon it
twoo years ago, bat [ hadn't traimed for this
iype of maich since.”

U'nlike the traditional combat-oiented
matches the team normally comipetes in,
the Puerio Rican maich was a Matiopnl
Rifle Association Nationnl Muotch.

“Combat marksmanship matches nor-
mally consistsof running and timed shoot-
ing... things that a soldier would need o
b able to doin combat,™ said McCauley,
“Mutional Matches focus more on preci-
sion, lnng-range shooting.™

According 1o Sgi. Derek Whisenhun,
operations. sergeant for the Depuaty Chief




EYEING the BULL - Nebraska
TSgt. Michella Smith (opposite)
takes aim. Cormhusker State Army
Guard Sgt. Robert Schwanz
(above) uses a mental exercise to
prepare for a rifle competition. He
placed first in the 200-yard Rifle
Slow Fire Match.

of S1aff for Operations office, the compe-
titicon typically servies as & winter funép
for thee heam.

“This helps the shooters keep their skills

- sharp,” said Whisenhunt. "It also allows
them 1o mke some of the newer shooters
el get them prepaned for feuee matches.™

One of the Nebraska shooters trying
her hand at a natsonal-level match for the
first time was TSzt Michelle Smith, an
socounting technician with the Adr Na-
tional Guard Financial Office.

“Initially it was intimidating,” Smith
snid. “There were some extremely good
and wellknown shooders out there and
here [ mm, stancling onthe same firing lane
ns them,

“T was really nervous,”

Smith credited McCauley with helping
calm her nerves.

“He just reminded me to calm dowmn
and relax... o aim and pull the irigger
without moving the rifle. He kept me
focused both cn my nfle and on the tar-
ged.” she said,

According to McCouley, the ability 1o
train new shooters is invaluahble,

“Marksmanship s a perishable skill,”
he suid, "This allows people to practice in
an enyvironment thal s i Jof less harsh than
those we normally encounter in Nebraska
this time of year. ™

“This also allows us 1o focus on a
person’s ability to develop a good sight
plcture with their rifle and create a good
trigger pull,” MeCauley added. “1f a per-
soa doesn’l have those twao skills, teey' e
nol going 10 have itwhien we stan mixing
in the combat skills.™




SFC Pablo Escalania, a
FORSCOM hero.

b NG

MNine-lime gokd
medalist CGarl Lewis
had & nead for speed,

B

Texas adjutant general,
Maj. Gen. Daniel James
i, holds up a streat
sign named in his
father's honor.




By Ist Li. Brad Leighton
Mz serefnrenis Nartounal C e

o drill weekends he's
O called ""Top,” but dur-

ing the week you can
call him “Chiel.™

Such is the life of Massachu-
sefts Army Gunnd st Sgi. Rob-
ert Harmington, the “firse shin™
for Company A, 118th Medical
Support Battnlion, who wis fe-
cemly hired as the chiefl of po-
hce of Winchendon, a town of
10,000 people in porth. central
Massachiusetis.,

Hammggton, formeely a patral-
man, bypassed three police ser-
geants ko get the job -- a fact he
atiributes (o experience he
gained in the MNational Ciuarnd,

“The leadership training [ got
in the Guard really helped pro-
pel me o the g of U s

bsellt, bt he says it 15 ihe Beader-
ship courses thoi have helped
him the most when be is weanng
his Chief of Police badge.

“The military training was
particularly helpful because i
taught me fo lead. Onee you've
leamed 1o lead, it doesn"t matter
wihiait situation you' ne in, whether
it is with police afficers or sol-
diers -~ you can bead almeost any -
one."

Whether be is investigating
armed robberies or supervising
miedics, Harringion knows how
i put the mission s,

"There can be & bot of pressirne
as the chiel of police or as a
police oificer, but my militry
experience has tught me hiw
1o resct well pnder pressure.”

He leadds o police force of 30
of (ecers, half of them full-time.
In the Mational Cuzard he lewds
UH soldiers.

Massachusetts Army Guard first sergeant is
also his town's Chief of Police

Leading those in
Green and Blue

: ‘\"‘\_____ other military courses under his

Harringion, 37, has several

-

FROM PAGE 3

triggered by iormential raing killed tens of
thowusands and wiped out countbess homes
1 days before Chrstmas,

“It wasn't easy leaving during Christ-
mis, but the best gift we can give ihese
people now s our help,” Poerto Rican
Spe. Carlos Colon fold a US. Army re-
porter after members of the 21%h Quar-
termaster Detschment binded in Veneru-
ela on Dec, 23 and set up four waker
purification siies,

By Feb. 10, 45 Army Guand soldiers,
including six from the Virgin lskands,
wiere on duty with the task force that hodl
brougeht rmore than 350005, service mem-
bers to South America’s northern shore,
The tusk force was commanded by Air
Farce Col. William Osborme,

Based af an airport in Mabguetta, 5 few
miles nonh of Carascas, task force heli-
copler crews hnd alsoairdified some 6,000
pidsengersamd moved 1.3 million pounds
of supplies during nearly 600 hours of
flight tims.

Twenty-one recent wrmivals from North
Dakoda®s [38ih Cuartermasier Battalion
were fillering and “making water™ chean
enough o make Fre Wterboy movie star

O course, s civilian edoes.

Photo by MSgt. Bob Heskail

MAKING a PITCH -- Florida Army National Guard
SFC Melvin Larkins (right) with Spe. Eric Weaver
point oul December's damage along coastal
Venezuela to retired major-league pitcher Dennis
Martinez in the town of Carabelleda.

Adam Sandler sit up ond take notice. The
Peace Garden State volumteers had been
given two weeks to get to Venczueln by
Feb. 4.

"Bometimes you just have 1o accept
thot,” Maj. Gen. Keith Bjerke, MNorh
Dakota’s adjotant peneral, told e Sis-
marck Tribune, “This equipment does
ol core For itseli 1t requires skilled wech-
micinns 1o operate it properly.”

The average daily production of 90,000

Phibo courlesy of the Massachusatts National Guarm

gallons was pushing the
total output toward two
million gallons. Nearly 90
perceitl was being given
away, explained CW0I
Shane Arlien, the Norh
Dakota team’s com-
mander,

“The ondy thing cleaner
is diztlled water,” said
Spt. Douglas Nowatzki in
Coafin Lit Mar, where 11
Morth Dakota Gound 2o)-
diers were cleansing and
chlorinating contami-
nxied salt water drawn
from the Caribbean Sea
every might so it could be
drvwn from large mibber
slorage bladders every
marming.

“People hene say this is
the cleanest water they " ve
ever dnonk,"” he addexd,

The operation clearly impressed re-
tired major-league pitcher Dennis
Muortinez, who flew into Caraballeda by
helicopier to assess the situstion for a
Flonda-based owifii called Millennium
2100,

s has made me realize that this
coubd happen anywhere,” said Martinez
whose pative Nicaragua, in Central
America, wis devastated by Hurricane

TOP and CHIEF - 1stSgt.
Robert Harrington is also
his town's Chief of Police.

tion helps as well, He holds o
master' s degree i criminal jus-
tice administration from Wes-
erm Mew England College, He
received his bachelor’s degree
in eriminal justice from West-
fiehd Saate College. Bothinstin-
tions are in Masachusens,

He used Matbona] Guand edu-
Ccatlom - Assisiance programs o
pay for both degrees as well as
two associe degress.

“There are plenty of milnary
programsiohelp you getthrough
callege. You just have to inke
advantage of them, | used the
Montgomery Gl Bill 1o help
pay for Western New England
and the stale’s free twition pro-
gram 1o pay for the state
schools,™

Harrington said. He has been
a police officer for six vears and
has faught for the Massschu-
seis Criminal Justice Training
Council for the last seven years,
He has been in the Mutional
Cluard for |8 yvears, starting wiih
the 18 1st Infantry, before mov-
ing om o msedecal units. He is
itlso certified emergency medi-
cal technicion.

“I really can't sy enough
about how the Mational Gomnd
teas helpesd me, both profession-
ally and personally,” he sald.

Mitch in October 1998 and helped by a
MNational Guned task force of 3,0001roops
[t sunummer.

“I have been lucky to be able o play
professional bascball and have every-
thing lever wanted,” sdded Mantiner, 45,
who retired in February 1990 after 22
seasons, His 245 career victonies, incled-
ing n perfect game, B & mojor-league
recond for Latin Amencan pitchers.

*“This is not fair o these people,” added
Maortinez while exploring ithe remains of
aeommnnity whene hoases are (iHed with
miad or buried up their roofs. T want o
belp. anyway 1 can, These people will
need water for a long time.™

Oither reliel agencies, including
OXFAM from Oxford, England, purified
water in addition 1o the National Guarnd
troops gnd pave it to Veneruselan men and
wioinen who hanled it avway in tank trucks
o five-gallon boitles.

“This is our job,” said SPC Melvin
Larkins, a civilian read constroction
wiorker and member of the Florida Army
Gunrd's 53rd Support Battalion, during
that dry. dosty doy beside the raviged
communilty i Coraballeda. *“When you
see the worst of the worst, you appreciate
whil you have, and it makes vou feel
goisd 1o help these people.”

Ironically, the Florida panification team
comses from Clearwater.
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m Palmetto Protection m Historic "Heels

mHangar Overhaul

Farty-four members of the
Palmeetto State Army and Ar Nop-
uonnl Guanrd will be part of o na-
tionwide team of highly-trnined
specialists whose mission will be
to fight terrorists in the United
States by late next year.

The units, comprised of Guand-
members, will be knowmn as ihe
Weapons of Moss Destruction
Support for Civil Authorities
Teams.

“They will be in training for
about 18 months, beginning this
summer,” National Guard spokes-
man Maj, Pete Brooks said ne-
cemly.

The time required to train the
Giuard s countertarorist feams
imndicates just how seriously the
military considers the threat. Eigh-
teen months is rowghly the time if
takes o train a jei fighter pilod, and
Brooks could think of no other
i likary jl:ltl thal requires mre
imblinl trining.

South Carolina will be one of 27
stades to ofganize the teams, which
will he ahle 1o cross state lnes 1o
fight terrorism.

Brooks said the 44 Palmetio
Siate Guardmembers will be di-
vided into two teams of 22, One
team will be filled with full-time
CGiuand people, while the other will
be traditional Guardmembers. All
will receive a form of core train-
ing, e wid, followed by instrue-
tiom in various specinltics.

Topeka's [9h Air Refucling
Wing has embarked on the nrgest
single construction project in the
unit’s 43 year history, a 510.5
million overhaul of it's largest
asset, Hangar number 662,

Shortly before a ceremondial wall
breaking on Jan. 14, the 19(0th’s
commander said the project’s out-
come will nod only improve the
working conditions for mone than
half of the wing’s people, but en-
sure the unit's futwee.

“We're mainiaining a viahble
presence in Topeka and northeast
Kansas and this project is why we
go through these initiatives in up-
grading. it is & quality of life is-
sue,” sajd Col. Bafus L. Forrest,
Ir.. 19eh communnder.

In ithe nexi two yeors all asrcrft
malntenanee functions will be
housed under the hangar that is the
largest hangar of any Air Guand
KC-135 unit. This consolidation
means many of the 24 differem

plex will have 1o be relocated.

The last mapor renovation of the
hangar occurred in 1978, This
praject is expected 1o lnst al least
20-25 years, Actunl copstruction
will take about two years.

Even at $10.3 million, officials
agree it is cheaper than o new one,
estimated at nearly 530 million.
The unit spent 335 million on m-
provemenis the past five years.

By Maj. Robert Jones
North Caroling Natiomal Geard

The erack of rifle fire pierced the early morning
silence once agnin al the Army’s Home of the In-
faniry. "Sniper three o'clock,” shouted S5gt. David
Lowe, a squad leader in Nonh Caroling Army
Guard's Company A, 181 Battalion, [20th Infantry.
His squad hit the dirt as they followed the batile
drill rehearsed the doy before @t Fort Benning's
Inddividual Readiness Training Lancs.

s training that may prove useful 1o the Tarheel
State infantrymen carmarked for historic duty this

October in was-torn Bosnia. Along with members of

Company B, 1-252nd Armor, a 196-person contin-

gent of citizen-soldiers will report to Tusla, Bosnia,

becoming the first Mational Guard combat arms
companies (o deploy o that region,

NORTH CAROLINA

Before deploying, Lowe and a groop of 106
Guardmembers from Company A amd Headquar-
ters nmad Headquaners Company, |-120th Infaniry,
were sent to Georgia for a three-day training pro-
gram required of all U.S. peacckeepers deploying
1o Bosnin,

The training 51 Benning culminated with a force
protection lane, or scenario, on the finol day. Each
scquad encountered sniper fire, negotiated mine-
ficlds and booby traps, had o medically evacunte a
mineficld causalty, and execute tetical proficiency
in a hostile environment. They were also required
tor deal with civilioms on the banlefield.

“This is the mast fun 1've hud since leaving
active duty,"” said Spe. Emanoel Williams, Will-
izms. originally a personnel specialist, joined the
Mational Guard after active duty and retrained as
an infantryman. Like many others, he volunteercd

i deploy with the tagk force. Williams is expected
to wark af the headguarters for Company A, 1-
12(nh ot Camp Dobol.

The North Carolina companies will be assigned
e the 115, Army’s 3nd Infantry Divigion, who will
commund the txsk force for six months sarting this
Diciober. The companics will be assigned o LS.
base camps, where they will perfortm presence
patrols, checkpoint operations and base camp force
profection missions, among others.

Both companies completed the three-dny training
# Fort Benning in February. Over the next several
months the infantrymen will hone their combat
skills by conducting squad and platoon lanes trxin-
ing durting their drills a1 Fort Bragg. N.C. Those
skills will be rested this summer duning a Mission
Rehearsal Exercise at the Joint Reasdiness Training
Cenler on For Polk. La.

1
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m Col. Alexander W. Doniphan and the 1st Missouri Mounted Volunteers

Led by an unorthodox lawyer, a group
of Missouri volunteers trekked 3,000
miles to defeat the Mexicans

Doniphan’s
Epic March

frer a grueling 18-mile march, Col. Alexamder
Doniphan sat down with some the 15t Missouri
Mounted Volumeers he commanded o celebrate
Christmas Day, 1846, by playing a few hands of cards.
Suddenly, scouts arrived with urgent news that & Mexi-
can army was fast approaching. Doniphan calmly stood
up, dropped his cards, and announced the gams would be
Firished later.
Thius began the first of two banles the Doniphan-led
14t Migsouri engoged in during the Mexican War (1 846-
1848},

am of the Rio Grande River called
Brazito,

Unaler the commund of Col. Amio-
nio Ponce de Leon, the Mexican army
fram Chihuahua(many of whom were
regulars) deployed to nitack, de Leon
was confident that his splendidly-
dressed regular lancers, along with El
Pavo militinmen, would casily sweep
away the cursed American invaders,

Momentarily mshed, the Missour
volunieers fell indo ranks as Doniphan
coolly developed his defensive plan.
He opted to fight dismounted and with
no amillery = a comiest of volley fire,

Doniphan ordered some of his men
1o lie down and wadt until the Mexi-
cans were within 100 yards, before
engaging them with their long-mnge
rifles — a sirabegy thal would prove
devastating at short range, A Mexican officer. carrying
a pendant with skull and cross bones (& message denot-
ing cenain death), rode forwand to offer the Americans
surrender terms.

Those terms were ignoned.

The Mexicans fired first with their artillery, missing
compleiely. de Leon then ordered his infantry 1o fire
volleys with their archaic “Brown Bess” mskels af
ranges of 300, and then 200 vards, with no effect.

When the Mexican line closed within 100 yards,
Daoniphan ordered his men lying prone 1o open fire.
Equipped with moderm Hall Breech-loading carbines,
the Missourians wounded or killed scores of Mexicans.
The Mexican cavalry tried an attack, bot were repalsed.

I was mid-aftermoen when the Mexican force of some
1,200 men arrved to abiack the Mis-
inps, some S00-strong, near an S —

Col. Alexander W.
Doniphan In 1847,

The final blow came when Capt. John
Reid, leading only 14 mounted soldiers,
counter-atacked, capuring several ar-
lillery pieces and forcing the Mexicans
into retreat. Some 60 dead and 150
wotnded Mexicans laid upon the desen
sand, while only seven Missourians were
wounded.

The Baille of Hrazito, fought on
Christmas Day in 1846, was over, and
Doniphan had staked his first victory -
n amnzing feat, by an amazing leader,
whe was commanding an unusual regi-
ment of citizen-soldiers.

In the spring of 1846, when the Mexi-
can War broke oot, hundreds of Mis-
sourians volunbeened for service af Fort
Leavenworth in fwture Kansas. Among
them was Pvi. Alexander William
Doniphan -~ a lawyer, businessman,
slave-owner and militia brigadier peneral from nearby
Likerty, Mo,

Doniphan was a man of great moral character, a rare
combination of froatier todghness and intelligence with
a keen sense of oo,

In 1838, duning a memr-civil war with the Moomon
people in Missourd, be reflused a direct onder from his
superior to execute Mormon leaders. During the Civil
Warhis love of Union would not allow i to fight for the
Confederacy: but, his adherence o slavery would not
nllow him to fight against the South either, His stature
was lso kegendary; during a visit io
the White House he stood heel-to-
heel with Abraham Lincoln and
proved to be a hallf-inch talber.

Pvi. Doniphan was soon elected
colonel of the newly organized 856-
strong, 151 Regiment of Miszouri
Mounted Yolunieers, mostly consisl=
ing of wild Missouri fronticrsmen,
traders and farmers.

The 15t Missour served under Col.
(later brigadser peneral) Stephen W,
Keamy and the Army of the West,
Rearny's mission was o invade and
tuke the Mexican provinces of New
Mexico, and if time pnd season per-
milied, “Uipper”™ California. Leaving
Fort Leavenworth in June 1846, the
main bosly of the Army of the West
made a quick, but tircsome march
along the Santa Fe Trail to Bent's
Fort. They caplured Santa Fe with-

ouit firing a shod.

Kearny established military and civil control and gov-
emment over Mew Mesico 43 a new American posses-
sion. He murmed to Doniphan for legal sdvice o write o
code of laws,

With New Mexico under Doniphan as military com-
munder and Charles Bent as civil governor, Kearny
departed for his conquest of California. Keamy hod
directed Doniphan to establish peace and protect private
property, then march south to join Gen, John Wool's
Army of the Center in Chibuahua, Mexico, By carly
December 1846, the regiment headed south to join Wool,

Afler winming the Battle of Brazito, Doniphan and his
indefatigable 15t Missoun depuned El Paso on Feb. 5,

1847, o begin their long, hard conguest
of Chihushua. He aow had Maj.
Meriwether Lewis Clark"s artillery bat-
falion attached 1o his regiment, along
with several hondred Santa Fe-Chibug-
hara traders and teansters and mose ihan
3K} wagons stuffed with supplies.

To enfrce miliary discipline and
control along the march, he organized
these irregulars intoa quasi-military ba-
tilion of volunteers. Doniphan was now
completely alone, isolaied from his base
of operation in Santa Fe and from his
lines of supply and commumnications.
The 15t Missoun were engaged in the
most incredible, dangerous and longest
muarch of the Mexican War,

Just north of Chihoahoa City,
Dopiphan and his volunteers used wy-
conventional iactics o win a seemingly
hopeless battle npainst & much larger and entrenched
Mexicon force.

On Feb, 28, 1847, Mexican Gen. Garcia Conde, and a
force of 1,200 cavalry, 1,500 infantry and over 100
artilleryeen, awailed Doniphan’s approach. Having de-
veloped a mnsterlul defensive plan, Conde climbed over
fll-foot cliffs to position himself on o platean that the
main road crossed. The road then ran south toward
Rincho Sacramento. There, he placed three artillery
batteries across the moad and deployed his infantry in
strong entrenchments paralie] 10 the road. Conde then
positioned his cavalry forsard for reconnaissance,

Amriving with less than 1,000 men, Doniphan was oo
clever to fall for the the trap that was el for him, He
decithed to sweep wide around the main rosd 1 the west
== A0 casy tsk considering 1he men, animals and wagons
full of trade goods needed to be dmgged over the steep
embankments and cliffs through gullics and cuts. He
arranged the wagons in foor parslle] columns and pliced
his infantry and the anillery between the columng of
wigons, He then moved forward with his own mounted
Missouriens to lead the charge.

By the time Conde realized what had happened, it was
too late. Conde threw his cavalry ot the Americans, but
Doniphan®s amillery drove them off. Doniphan then
sntncked the souwhern flank of the fortified positions by
first blasting it with his antillery, then churging with
dismounted infantry. The batile raged os the Missourians
nssauligd the Mexicans lines, engaging in bruial, hand-
b= combat.

The smaller Amencan force of only a regiment and
stpporting battalions, routed the Mexican anmy. The
Missourians coptured all of the Mexican™s antillery and
tradns, while killing 300 and wounding 300 more. Only
1w Americans were killed and seven wounded.

Taking Chihuahua, the Missour regiment then marched
south 10 Buena Visita, the siie of an earliér viclory by
Geen, Zachary Taylor, There, Doniphan and his threod-
bare, rough-set, unpaid and nos-uniformed Missourians
reported o Gens, Taylor and Wool. With their one-year
cnlistment nearly up, the 1si Missoun were ondered o
murch io the Rio Grande, where they were shipped to
New Orleans.

They were discharged by mid-June 1847, It ended an
amaring and glorious march of more than 3,000 miles,
by an exceptional and unconventional man and his all-
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LIFE LESSONS -- sqt.
Trinette Zizzo [above)
teaches Long Island grade
schoolers about the perils

of drug use. Spc. Thomas
Willlams (right) puts Bronx
school kids through a
simulated arrest as part of a

role-playing exercise.

Painful personal stories help
keep kids away from drugs

(lass Program

By MSgi. Jeannine Mannarino
and Wallt Wheeler
Mew York Nattomal Guard

ver the past few years Sgt. Trinette

Zizzo has helped her New York

neighbors recover from devasial-
ing blizzards, wild fires and storms. How-
ever, she believes her work in stemming
the tide of drug use among youths is
where she's made the most difference.

Youcan't prevent naturnl disasters, she
observed, “but maybe one of these kids
will remember these classes when some-
body tries to get them to try drugs.

FIF they resist,” she added, “I"ve ac-
womplished my mission,”

As o member of the Empire State Na-
tional Guard's counterdrug program,
Zizzo hos logged hundreds of miles trav-
elling to schools on Long Istand waming
fournth and fifth graders about the dangers
of subsiance and drug ose,

“1 think too many people sit back and
let somebody else take care of i, Zizeo
noded, * But this is our country, We've gol
i take care of our kids.”

Fellow counterdrug comrade Spe.
Steven Wanl knows firsthand about the
perils of drug use. He shared with an
enthralled group of Bronx grade schoolers
his father's addiction 1o heroin, subse-

quent switch o crack and repented visits
W jail. He alse confessed 1o joining p

New York Spe. Robert Burgos talked

about how his brother was shot by a so-
called [riend under the influence of co-
caine. Spe. Thomas Williams, the thind
micmber of the team, told kids how he hsd
lost both of his parents as a child: his
father to alcobolismand hismomio heroin
addiction,

The fourth graders st the Ovster Ponds
schaol, on the eastern tip of Long Islund,
were clearly happy to see Zirzo again.

Brainatorm, the program she teaches,
is organized into four, one-hour classes.
Lizzo had been 10 Ann Bender's cluss
e times befone,

ihe's given the class two concentrated
hours of what amounted to a physiology
course, explaining how nerves and new-
rons and synapses interact. The third hour
explored the differenes betweoen prescrip-
tion and “streer” drugs.

The i hour was reserved forreview,
MALMErous questions and a repest of a lest
she gave the class in the first hour. In-
formed of the quiz, the kids collectively
groan in mock dismay.

But first, there's much 1o go over,

"What are the three stages of ., 7" Be-
fore Zizzo can complete the question,
hands are waving.

“Tolerance, dependence and sddi ...
addiction,” responded a child selected
from the group,

The answers don’t ofien come back in
textbook form, but it was clear the siu-
dents understood the dangers of drugs.

Quickly. the howr is up, Zizzo leaves
with Bender’s tacit approval and 1o o

Photos by Wisll Wheeder and MSgt. Jeannine Mannanng

chorus of “thank youws™ from an apprecia-
tive class
2

we were young,”

Another teacher i the room, Nancy
Kuhat, offered a similar assessment. She
said Lizzo's class is important, because
kids barely older than their own papils are
confronted by choices about drugs, It's a
choice that comes early in Greenport, a
gritty summer tourist town that has seen
its fishing and farming industries deci-
mated,

Drespite that, Greenpont i=a utopia com-
pared o the Bronx, where drigs and gangs
litter the street' s landscape. Home to Yan-
kee Stadium, the Bronx is one of five
counties that make up New York City.

Alma Alonzo, a substance abuse coun-
selor working for New York City's Board
of Education, observed a spinoffof Brain-
storm uf Public School 33, 1i's designed
for schoals that can't schedule four hours
of outside instruction.

She’s opened doors for Watt, Burgos
and Williams to tell their slories (0 her
schools. Nearly one hundred 10 w0 14-
year-olds at 51. John Vianny got their tum
recently.

“These young children deal with many
things at home,” began Alonso. “Drugs,
aloohol, iebacco, crack dealers and drug
ey,

“Just the other day, 1 was talking with
first graders abool substance abuse. One
of them watched me holding up o mari-
Juanastick and told me *that’s the kind my
miom and dad make at home,”

Ik
\ »

The soldiers ilso use tangible items 1o
miake their presentation compelling,
Alone poind. they honded out S20 bills,

& small paint in the formal presentation.
The higger points are made when the
lecture ends and the soldiers and childnen
role-play,

“If you wok something from one of
these men — then on your feet and get up
here,” commanded Williams, lining up
the kids against a wall with their hands up
and feet spread for o mock scarch,

Watt explained to the studemts that
“even if you're just holding something
for somebody else, you can get armested.”

The 5t John Vianny children lstened
intently, participated vigorously and
raised dozens of questions.

Oine particular gquestion, posed by sixth
grader Edrige Belfon, struck o personal
node: “What would you do differently if
wiskd coild turm back time?

The answer seemed to dick in Burgos™s

thrca.
“My brother called me the night he got
shot,” he said. * Maybe if | had gone 10
him. instead of hanging o ., maybe he
wouldn'y have been shot,”

The soldier’s candor and delivery also
resonited with Alonzo,

“I believe you can't talk aboui pain
unless you've been there, and that is whai
these fine soldiers bring,™ she said. "W ve
had them go to Blessed Sacrament. St
Philips and St James schools and the
principals and teachers alike want this
progrEm W condinue,”

Speaking for his colleagues, Wall of-
fered, “If T can save one kid by telling my
life story, then so be i."”
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