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B Coastal Attack: More
than 1,000 soldiers, airmen

called up in seven states

By MS5gt. Bob Haskell
Narrosnal CGrard Hierean

ide-bodied, fmr-wheel drive

‘Jif Humvees were the National

Guard's vehicles of choice

when an old-fashioned nor'easter om-

bushed the East Coast with lots of snow

and cold, drifting winds early into
Tanuary”s fimnl week,

Seven states from Alabama o Mew
York and the District of Columbia called
out more than LMD Army and Air Na-
tionn] Guoard troops to transpon police
and medical personnel, move patients
from hospitals and (o Ag up generors,

North Camolina, where hurricanes ane
fir more common than blizeards, had 566
Cruard troops on duty by Jan. 27, clearing
strects amd rescuing siranded motonsts
after Cow, Jim Humt declared o state of
CIMETEENCY.

“My Humvee has pone everywhere |
have put it, through two and a half feet of
snow thai was crusted with sce jiist ihis
miofning. It just keeps on going,” mar-
veled MSgt. Tommy Coats who had been
driving for 13 s,

Citlizen-soldiers and airmen were also
on duty in Alabama, South Canolina, Vir-
ginia, Maryland, New Jersey and New
Yook, according to reports fromthe Armmy
Mational Guard®s Feadiness Cender i
Arlington, Va.

North Coroling Guard soldiers were
opersting 122 Humvees a5 well a8 cargo
and dump trucks, reported Col. Baron
Hignite, a state spokesman.

The fourih and most sevens wiler sloam
in a week buricd the Tarheel Siate’s
Montgomery Counly with two feet of
snow and covered the Raleigh-Durham

Internstional Adrport with & record 18.2
inches,
"We are seeing homicane-like dam-

ape,” reported a Corolina Co-
pany official, ﬂhuwhnmﬁ:ﬁl&m-
age from back-to-back humicancs.

Mational Gunrd troops iransporied criti-
cal-care putients from Johnston County
Semorial Hosprital 1o Duke Medical Cen-
ter anad sei wp & sheler at the Henderson
Armry,

Two-member teams of military police
were deploved 10 assist the state highway
patrol in Vance, Richmond and Moni-
gomery counties, and others were dis-
patched to Wake and Durham counfies.
Patrol officers rode with Humvee drivers
in some coses, Hignite said.

For many, the Humvees, mcknamed
“camoufloged taxis,” were the best way
por get there, because their big, wids fires
will carry them throagh snow and just
phout anywhers.

Guard officials wene also expecting
miore Feguests for power genermtors, iFans-
portation and public shehers.

Mearly 100 DL, troops were pal o
sioem duty, said L1, Col, Phyllis Phipps-
Barnes, and 18 of those were sent in their
Humvees to drive police officers around
the nation's capital.

Mew Jersey Guand members evacunied
elderiy residents from the Shady Nursing
Home outside Atlaniic City bocause wind-
blown tidal water Nooded the fackhiy,
said Col. John Dwyer.

Husmvees miay have become the CGuard s
indispenzable means of getting over
unplivwed roads, but the old quaner-ion
Jeeps have not been forgotien,

Dwyer, the Mew Jeriey Guard's public
affairs spokesman, sabd he could notdnve
his fioner-wheel-drive commerncinl vehicle
the 42 miles through & foot of snow from
his Climion home tohis Trenton office. 5o
he fired up the Army Jecp that he has
purchased and restored and charged 1o
work theough the storm,

“Those old quaner-tons will sull get
you there,” he remarked.
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i COMMENTARY

m A Woman's

Waooe

m Pennsylvania Poet

Phane'FAxX

GuarD  MaiL
Questionable Issue

I would like to thank you on behalf
of myself and other women within the
military who have spent a great portion
of their lives in the military service for
your January issee.

The portrayal of the cow with udders
i your Guandioons, with e thoesghe-
provoking female, who is obyviously a
blonde, making the comments about
anthrax was very humornos,

Even more enjoyable is the picture
on page 4 of what appears o be a blow-
up femalbe doll (Pve. Hogeye) in the
Holiday “Hummer” photo,

Moving on to page B, we have a
female captain cheek-to-cheek with a
comedinn, and low and behold, the
slinkie Christie Brinkley, This is all
topped off by the famous (what color
were thelr evesT) rear view piciure of
the Dallas Cowboy cheerleaders,

L ve spent almost 22 years in the
"I“_-Ii'“ﬂ_'hw, . .E: iﬁu
nearly 10 enlisied and officer schools. [
have survived two Joint Readiness
Training Center rotations, stale active
duty callups, annual training periods
fram hell, employment as a full-time
technician, and 17 years of marriage 10
an M-day soldier who is an Apache
pilol going on his second federnl activa-
tion. Additionally, we have two sons
that are 14 and 10, And did | mention 1
managed (o squeers in 8 mesters de-
gree, or does i really maotter?

This type of portraval of Wwamen is

nod what serving our country is about,
It is about sacnfices people make on
behalf of other people. IF this ts what is
expected (o cremle o conducive recruil-
ing environment or build morale, then
should | expect (o see photos of the
male Chippendales in camouflage
thongs in the pext issoe?

I wonder why there ane personnel
shortages and retention problems, Me
and every other woman want (o believe
what you're telling us about things
improving, but our Iviug eves conting-
ally see otherwise.

In shon, as you have probably dl-
ready goessed, 1 am very disappoinied
and disconraged to see these kinds of
porirayvals of women in Jannary 2000,

I sense that if & woman chooses o
use her other assets, instead of her brain
andl dechicution, she would be more
likely i end up on your front page.

I've seen it all, been called it mll, pd
ot imes, [ have had the great forune of
being treated with respect and dignity
for being a soldier,

I wrote this pot with the intent of
looking for tﬁ_luujﬁ. biust. instead, 1o
apologize. Afier 22 years my time is
almost over. | would like to apologize
to the fumire service women for nod
being able to make more of & dent in
thee attitudes of some of the other sol-
diers in the military.

Maj. Renata Knaak
Florida MNational Giaard

"This Unit of Mine'

KSianding alone though tested by
tine, with honor and pride, this onit of
preime, Change as it may from missions

past, the memorics of Guardsmen al-
winvs stmil fast,

From past to present the meaning's
the aame. From all walks of life, our
members they came. Though mizsdons
did wary it"s still plain fo see, the real
goal remaing: keep our world free,

With hags in hond swe travel the land;
O moment”s nodice all directions ane
spanned. Accomplishing tasks, pever to
fmbter, we reflect on the change to this
wiorld that we alter.

Aowards have been many, ves, this is
true. Mot due (o the mission, b 1o
people like you, We strive for perfec-
tion throwgh self-motivation, feamwork
our moto and our dedication.

We ook 1o the future, the dawn of
new age, bul always on guard 1o twm
history's page. Though units are many,
none be as fine, as the heroic people of
this umit of mmine.

TSgl. James L. Nunley
Pennsyivamia Noriowal (e

‘Letters 1o the Editor’ are sub-
ject to editing for space and style
considerations.

Mail letters to: NGB-PAI-C,
Suite 11200, 1411 Jelferson
Davis Highway, Arlington VA
22202-3680

FAX your letters to DSN 327-
3686 or (703) 607-3686

e-mall address is:

malthaner] @ ngb.ang.af.mil

By Lvle Farguhar

“l think you misunderstood me when | said to treat this "Hummer' as if it were your own.”

THE ON GUARD
February 2000
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i IN THE NEWS

m Taking Guam’s Cue m Teaching Tomorrow’s Leaders = Empire Eradication

Guam Guard first to ring in the century

B Test Site: Guard units around the
country lake cues from territory
where America’s day begins

of the new millennium, many eyes were o the
1.5, territory of Guam, the place where
America’s day begins.

Approximately 14 time xones ahead of Washington,
D.C., on the western side of the international dateline,
many watched anxiously to see if the island that boasts
move than 150,000 U.S. ciizens would experience any
Y 2K -related compater glitches,

Al the point for the tarn of the century were members
af the Guam National Guard - the newest member of the
Guard's force — who served as an early warning sysiem
for every Guard unit around the country. With simitur
electronic equipment, sisch as the Reserve Componett
Automation System or RCAS, the Chamorro Guord

o capable test site.

“Had any Y 2K problems occurred on Guam, the rest
of the United States would have been given 14-hours 1o
commect those deficiencies,” noted & Guam Mational
Guurd spokesperson.

National Guard Burcou officials used the constant
feedback provided by Guam Guardmembers and re-

5 % the nation prepared to celebrate the beginning

layed it 16 53 other attentive National Guard organiza-
tinns,

Well before the century”s turm, the Goam Cunrd wis
equipped with a high frequency radio net thal enabled it
1o communicate its Y2K sucoess or failure to each Na-
tional Guard state and territory. Months earlier, a giant
antenna was erected and tested o ensure reliable radio
communication in the event of ¥ 2K electronic problems.

Cinam Armvy Guard soldiers also spent countless hours
ensuring every back-up generator was fully functional
had the mland’s power failed,

“This was of significant importance to prevent disrp-
tion of misston-cssential functions,” added a Guam Guard
official, “and 1o be able 1o transmit vital information via
the HF madin.”

Guam also provided another vital piece of information.
Immediately after the island entered the new millennium,
seconds after midnight, sections wene instrected 10 cam-
pletely turm of f and restart their systems, laying to rest the
uncertainty of whether the stored data would remain after
the change of the calendar vear o 2000.

“The systems accepied the data lawlessly without any
WBLTITT) o Jiis oo s

Army Guard CWO03 Roary Tenorio, officer-in-charge of
ihe USPFO"s data processing information center.
Thirty minutes into the new year, Guam informed the
rest of the National Guard that there were no reponied
system malfunctions due o Y2ZK.
Guam Army Guard MSgt. Ray Mendoza, NCO-in-

W See GUAM GUARD, page 11

Guardmembers sought to train Air Force officers

By 1st Li. Krizti L. Beckman
LS. Air Force

ir National Guard and Air

Force Reserve men and

winmen are being called
upon to teach future Air Foroe offic-
ers attending Air Force Officer Ac-
cession and Training Schools,

“AFOATS recently gained ap-
proval from the Air Force Force
Managemeni Branch to establish a
program to hire gualified Guanrd and
Reserve members for instracior po-
silicnd ona valintary recall iosctivie
duty basis,” explained Capt. Louis
Hoffman, AFOATS personpel
branch chief.

According to Brig. Gen, John
Speigel, AFOATS commander, the
program was created to take advan-
tage of the mient in the Reserve
Component,

“Thiz will help offse1 the limited
nimber of sctive duty personnel
available for such special duty as-
signments.” he said.

Available positions include As-
sistant Professors of Acrospace Stud-
ies (APAS) for Air Force Resérve
Officer Training Corps (ROTC) lo-
cated ot 143 colleges and universi-
tiess throsghout the United States and
Puerto Rico and Flight Training Cf-
ficers (FTOs) for Officer Training
School (OTS) located ot Maxwell
Air Foree Base and Gunter Annex in
Montgomery, Al

“Today, we rely on our reserve
component members 10 Ve &5
trajning instructors, drll sergeants
and curmiculum specialists during our
summer penk production require-
ments,” said Speigel, “I"s only natu-
ral to expand the program to fill our
full-time FTOand APAS positions.”

The AFOATS mission is 10 pro-
vide coordinated leadership and
policy direction for the Air Force
olficer recruiting, training and com-
missioning programs ai OTS and
ROTC,

“Simply put, our job at OTS is to
make the AFOATS mission areality

by training and commissioning gqual-
ity officers for the United States Air
Force,” said OTS Commander Col,
William Wright I, “The FTOs m
OTS are the professionals on the
line, 24 hours o day, seven days o
week, who carry out the mission of
building a viable future officer

COrps.

Col. Wolfgang E. K. Gesch, Air
Force ROTC commander, said an
APAS recruits, truins, motivates and
counsels quolified men and women
s prospective Air Force officers.

“Just as sculptors mold picces of
clay into works of fime arf, APAS
instructors mold young cadets into
Air Force officers,” he said.

“On avernge, OTS and AFROTC
traiin and commission approximately
#0 percent of the Air Force's new
oifficers - inchuding new legal ofTic-
ers, chaplains and medical services
officers,” said Hoffman. “To con-
tinue to produce quality leaders for

B See OFFICERS, page 4
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OFFIGERS

FROM PAGE 3

the Air Force, AFOATS must
recrll the best officers for in-
structor duty, including Guard
and Reserve officers.”

AFOATS instructor [eams
will travel 1o approximately 40
installations throughout the
United States this year o talk 1o
genior lieutenams, coplains and
thear spoises ahaoait these special
duty assignments. Target instal-
lations will mclude those oo-
located with major Guand/Re-
STV LIRS,

*“Traveling teams will consist
of current instrsctors from both
commissioning sources amnd a
colone] currently commanding
an Air Force ROTC omin,”
Holffman sail. “Junicr officers
and sendor leadership at turget
bases will be edwented on life as
nn instructor from both the se-
nior officer amd junior officer
perspective, s well as hife iz an
FTO fromm ihe jusior officer per-
Apectve,

“The purpose is o tell people
in person how imgaortant these
jobs are 1o the Air Force amd
hevw pewenrding they can be," he
added.

Hoffman said interested re-
serve componient officers. must
meet the eligibality criteria listed
in AF1 36-2008, Voluntary Ex-
tended Active Duty for Air Re-
serve Commissioned Officers,
This iwcludes ot having ac-
cepicd ihe Volurnary Separation
ITncentive/Special Separation
Bewmeflr upon separtion from
active duty. not having been
passed over twice [or promotion
and not being close ko the 18-
yeor sancluary poin,

“I's & win-win for all of us,”
said Speigel. “We gaimn a superb
tabent pool of Guardmembers
and Reservisis with top noich
educationn] credentinls, while
they ped o chance o serve on
active duty and help s traim our
Tature Air Force leaders,”

For further information, con-
tact Earl Tinskey or Sue Kull ai
the Air Education and Training
Command a1 DSN 487-4180 or
(2100 6524180,

The AFDATS Fu,:l'lrll of con-
tact is Capl, Louis Floffman at
DSN 493-2316 or (334) 953
2316,

Bl OvGuwo [N

Shinseki tells Texans 'You're not going to fail’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Navional Giuard Bureau

he sirengih of the sergeants and

I junior officers will determine &
Texas Army National Guard com:-

mand element™s degree of success in
Bosnin, the Army's chiel of staff told
members of the 49th Armeored Division.

“You con do it if the NODs and jumior
ofTicers con handle the loads.” predicied
Cien. Eric Shinseki, who became the
Army's chiel of staff last June and who
visited the Texos troops during their final
major training exercise ol Fort Polk, La,

"This is a wonderful exencise, buf it'sa
stepping stone io the real thing,” the per-
sonable Shinseki tobd his 60 listeners as if
he were encouraging a younger brother.
“Yes, there are some skeplics, bl we
think it’s poing to work. You're well
prepared bo tnke on this mission, and
you're not going o fail.™

The real thing begins in March when
the 1000 citizen-soldiers, commanded
by Bng. Gen, Robert Halverson, become
the first Mational Guard unit since World
Woar I to provide the command and ¢on-
trod for an active Army manedver outfin,
in this ense the 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment based ol Fort Carson, Colo.

The Lone Siar Divisions headguar
s, reinforced by 200 Guardmembers
from Marvland, will direct the peace-
kecping effons of up to 3,000 3rd Cov
soldiers inthe Americon sectorduring the
seventh Stabilization Force rotation, ex-
plained Col. Garry Paiterson, ihe 49h's
chiel of stnff.

The headguarters umit, that includes
100 Jrd Armoned Cavalry soldiers, also
will command several thousand forcign
soldiers in the Turkish Brigade, the Ruos-
sian Brigade and the Nordic- Polish Bri-
gade serving in the American scobar,

The week of intense training at Forl
Polk’s Joint Readiness Training Center

inghudes the methosds for providing a safe
and secure environment for 45 many a8
000,000 Bosnian people expected to retum
1o their bomes during the roaation thi
will end next November,

“¥ou're going 1o be tested early,” cau-
tioned Shinseki aboul the challenges of
denling with three different ethnie foe-
tions. “Your people will have 1o take a
cortain. anwmunt of goading. You can't

s, Topen odhe dh duky bt

by not over-reacting,” he added.

This mission rehearsal exercise cli-
maxes a year of raining by the 49th that
Cren, Dennis Reimer, the Army’s former
chiel of staff, tapped for the rotation in
Seplember |90H,

It nlso marks the first time that all of the
Ah's elements, mclisding the 3rd Cav
trpops, have frained together for duty in
Bosnin where NATO forces havie kept the
peace since the Dayton Accord ended
weirs of ethnic warfare in November 1995,

Thera is, however, mone i stake than a
sngle rotation in which the National

MmﬂmdﬂnT&mWEuﬂM

CHIEF CHAT = Army Chief of Staff
Gan, Eric Shinseki jokes with Texas
Army Guardmembers bafore they
deployed to Bosnia.

CGuard 15 . charge. Two other Army
Cuard divisions have been picked o com-
mand the Bosnian operation in keeping
wiith Shimseki”s vision of all reserve and
mchive r.l_'lmr.u,:ri:nl!l. serviig sidesby-side
in"The.

Virginia's 29h Infantry Division will
pick it up in October 2001 . Pennsylvonias
28th Infantry Division will take it on in
Cctober 2002

Halverson is fully nware thai the spoi-
lipht s on his Texans,

“We know we're poing o be siccess-
ful.” he iodd Shinseki. “We hope our
efforts will help those who come behind
is.”

That. the Ammy'" s chiefof staflf reminded
his listeners, means knowing “how well
you are doing ol your sergeants bisi-
ness.”

HE ON GUARD
February 2000
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m A Nod to the Dodds m Making an Accnuntin_s_

The Dodds have more than 66-years of
service, most with the Kansas Air Guard

By 2nd Li. Deanna Frazier
Kernesas Neohiora Card

il in the Farmily may have been a popular 1970

TV sitcom, buat it also adequately descnbes a

well-known Kansas Air Guard 190th Air Refu-
eling Wing family, the Dodds.

Between father SMSgt. Roger Dedds, his 1w sons,
S8, Shawn and Brian Dodds. and doupghier TSgt.
Brandi Dodds, the family boasts more than 66 years of
military service, of which Roger has coatributed 35,

Kris Dosdids, the youngest and self-proclaimed “black
sheep™ of the family, sald he tried to enlist five years ago,
but was medically disqualified at the time. He has since
qualified, but has set his sights elsewhere.

The 190th's Avionics Superinendent, Roger said he
never “pressured or expected” his children to follow in
his military footsteps, but admits he is “very, very prowd

of each one™ for thelr individual choces.

“It's been our entire life,” explained Brian, a crew
chief, “Since the day 1 was born, we've been in the Air
Force. 1t just seemved natursl.”

“Tt was jiest the way we grew up,” echoed Brandi, a
boom operator with the 117th Air Refueling Squncron,
“(Enlisting) had never been a question.”

With four members of ber family in the Ajr Guard,

mather Pat said she, 1o, is prood of her citizen-akrmen.
She also said she never stops worrying about them,
especially when they're deployed.

Her first ramp-side farewell was 28 years ago when
Roger lefl for Vietam,

“Watching him get on that plane leaving me with a
two-year-old and a three-month-old was the toughest
thing I"ve ever had to do,” Pat recalled,

Nearly 20 years later in 1991, Pat watched Roger
board yet another plane.

The DODDS -
Brian (left), Kris,
Roger, Brandl,
Shawn and Pat;
most are mem-
bers of the Kan-
sas Alr Guard's
180th Alr Refuel-
ing Wing in To-
paka.

“Cinly this lime, he was taking my first-bom son with
him.” Pat said of Roger and Shawn's deployment with
the 190th in support of Operation Desent Shield.

The Gulf War remains vivid in the memorics of the
three Daodds men.,

=] was fresh to the unit. when | got called for Desert
Storm,” explained Shawr. a crew chief. "I didn’t really
Kvovw whiat was going on, but | knew it was big.”

Brian had just completed technical schisol and was
training on hase when the “call™ came to the unit. He did
not deploy (o Southwest Asia.

“| was so disappointed to miss the chance 10 Scrve my
country,” Brinn said. “Ttwas like a ghost iown oul here.”

However, it wis the Desert Storm homecoming cel-
ebration Roger remembened niost.

“When we came home, there were all the people on the
ramp, the Mags and the bands.” he recalled. “Tha will
always stick in my mind.”

e —
i e — el —

Mean, Green Bean
Counting Machine

By MSgL. Bob Haskell
Nuetipmel Clierd Bureon

T BCCOUNAnls e ol

terribly amused whenthey

are called bean-couners.
Stan Yarbeo is different,

“| think it's funny. 11's an en-
dearment,” langhed the Ammy
Watbomal Gund master sergeant
who become a licensed heon-
counter — o certified public ac-
countant = in the Commodn-
wealth of Virginia recently.

The man from Lincolnton,
M.C., has o framed certificate
signed by the seven members of
thie Stale Board of Accountancy
to prove it

That centificate gives Yarbro,

who is 50, a unique distinction
within the Army Guard’s and
the entire Army ‘s careerenlisted
coTps.

College degrees are far more
common among enlisied people
than when Yarbro joined the
Navy in 1968, But relatively few
people aspire o the professional
status of CPA that Yarbro spent
26 years working to achieve.

Those initials give an acooun-
tant the same kind of credibility
that the initials MDD give those
who study medicine.

The title hos cenainly added
tor ¥ arbre's prestige ot the Army
Mational Guard's Readiness
Center in Adington, Va., wherne
he monages the Training -

MSgt. Stan Yarbro

ecioraie’s travel bodget,

“1 don't know of any other
enlisted person who is a CPA"
said Col. Randall Krug, his boss.

Being a CPA is a benchmark
foor accountants, Y arbmo noted.

& bot of employment ads ask
applicants to be a CPA or haven
mipster’s in bosiness adminis-
tration,’” he sdded. He camed
his bachelor's degree in indi-
vidualtized studies with a con-
centration in business from Vir-
ginia State University in 1985,

“I've ahways enjoyed work-
ing with numerical equations.
seanching for phet vk, -

plained Yarbro of his
interest, “1find the bank-
ing and finance industry
interesting.”

The man who grew up
on his grandparents’
farm of apple and peach
archards in Lincolnbon
began seeking his higher
educmtion in 1973, He
had spent four years in
the Navy, sailing twice
from Virginin Beach tothe Midi-
terrancan abosrd the aircrafl car-
rier Americ o an A-hH clectnon-
bes mechanic.

He transferred (o the National
Cieard Bureau three years ago,
working for the Counterdmg
Directoraie his firsl Pwo yeurs,

Other interests include read-
ing. learning 1o build family
homes and tinkering O cirs as i
“pretty  good shade-tree me-
chanic,” he saie.

There is, however, a yen for
learning in the Yarbro family.

His wnaaher becume manag-
ing editor for the thrice-weekly

Lircolnion newspaper whene she
has worked for maore than 30
years. Hissister studied atasmall
LuthermnCollege in Hickory and
teaches in the family’s home-
town. His daughter Tobi eamed
her master’s in teaching from
Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity in December,

Stan Y arbro decided 1w make
his mark by becoming a CPA.
He hung in there by taking the
exacling stabe examination bavice
- passing two parts in Novemr
ber 1998 and passing the other
pwo sections last May.

It may also open doors (o an-
other job when he tukes ofl his
i form,

Hie would like o work o the
Federnl Reserve Bank in Rich-
miond, but he is sure that bis new
sintus as a CPA will enable him
1o land a position that he likes,

“1 will try 1o do something in
the insurance or banking indus-
try.” suid Yarboo,

As for what people call him,
“Bean-counter”™ will do just fine.
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EYE on the HAWKS - lowa
Alr Guard Ma). Richard
Breitbach (above) and SGM
Roger McCullough are two
reasons the DoD turns to the
lowa Technology Center.

The lowa Guard runs the
world's only fully-automated
interactive video system

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nartomal Guard Bureaw

populaic the fertile home il of

Johany Carson, Herbert Hoover and
John Wy would hinve vou belicve they
are known solely for their com and their
remote, American Gothic way of life.

Mot s0. Beneath that fertile soil are vast
deposits of gypsum - the stuff of which
wallboard is made. And every four years,
lowa draws people with presidential as-
phragions to test the pation”s political wa-
ters during a straw poll and the lowa
Ciucus,

There s more to lowa than meets the
S In fact, the Hawkeye State is con-
pecied — o the entine world thanks o a
pew fiber optics network that has been
rumn benesth the topsoil. Members of the
Town Army ond Air National Guard are
grabbing a big piece of the action,

The lowa Technology Center is based
ol the state’s National Guard headgquar-
ters in Johnston, & few miles north of Des
Moines, the capital city, That center over-
goes 35373 million communications net-
work that is vwned by the siate and that is
thie world"s only fully-automated inierac-
tive video system,

Fiber aptics is the science of transmit-
ting light through hair-thin fibers or rods
of glass or some other transparent, ighly
reflective muerinl. A single pair of light-
trunsmitting optical cables can Carry over
1,000 signals at the same time, far more
than can be carried on bulky, copper-wine
cables. More than o dozen fiber-optics

Iuwuisnhnpliw place. People who

CONNECTION

cahles can be threaded through a needbe.

The lowa network, that was initinlly
funded in 1987, is in 8 league of it own.
It is wired into nearly 700 classrooms i
the University of lowa and other public
schools, libraries, hospitals and prisoins
ax well as stale and federal agencies,
explained Army Guard Caol. David Raes,
the cender’s dimeclir,

Technology savvy Vice President Al
Ciore woured the center in late December,
Raes said, and expents from several coun-
iries have checked owt the commuonica-
tions operation in Amenica’s hearland.
Japan has visited eight times.

Training troops and westing new mili-
tary hardware for the entine country are
how lowa National Guard people anc
using thil resounce,

“We feel the Guard should be in-
volved,” explained Raes, an Army Na-
tional Guard infantry officer. “We coald
sit in the com feelds of lown and help the
Department of Defense solve problems,™

They alrcady ang,

The Military Interactive Multimedia
Instruction Center, “MIMICT for short,
has been developing computerized
courses — from #eroing M-16 rifles o
maintaining Bradley Fighting Vehicles
— for the Army and the Marine Corps as
well a& for the National Guard Burean
since April 1993,

MIMIC is based at Camp Dodge bedide
lowa’s state headguariers. Forty people
are creating about $10 million worth of
coursEwane each yeur.

Preparing thousands of people across
the country 1o deal with weapons of mass
destruction has become one of the Na-
tional Guard's priosity missions and 4
Iwt-bustion opporunity for the people in
fowa,

The Defense Deparimient announced
in Januory thae |7 additional states, in-
cheding lowa, woubd field Guard civil
support teams o help counter terrorism.
There are curmently 10 Guard teams that
have already becn organized scross the
coupiry.

Meanwhile, the kown AirGoard"s 1350d
AirControl Squadron, based in the city of
Fort Dodge. is primed to change jobs and
sturt testing and developing space-age
command and control sysiems for the
entire Air Force.

“No onc is doing this at the tactical

bevel,” explained Maj. Richard Breithach.
the squadron’s full-time operations di-
recior,
The 133nd, commanded by L1 Col.
David Ott, has already camed its spurs as
a mobile rdar it that can track friendly
and enemy aircraft in remeote parts of the
wiorld.

The unit was on ling in the mountzins
af laly in 1995 forexample, when waves
of KATO aireraft began enforcing the
peace accords in Bosnia.

The rudar walchers from Towa helped
direct warplanes to potential targets and
o pirborne tankers so they could got gas
and keep flying. However, the 133nd’s
missionof living in tents and being pant of
“the army of the Air Force” is going
away, Breithach explained. The Air Foree
is developing more sophisticated comibal
command and control procedures.

Helping to develop those systems
seemed the logical thing 1o do. Now the
squadron of 32 full-time and 132 part-
time Guandmembers is beginning io test
the new technolbogy.

“We got tired of all of the negative
news, We decided to do something more
than samply iy o sarvive,” said Breitbach
of the squadron’s three-year effort (o be-
eome pan of the Air Porce™s technology
team for the 315t century while using the
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Towa Techmology Center’s resources.

lowa officials have good reason 1o be
optimistic. They have maore “dark fiber,”
unesed fiber optics cable, then they can
imagine ever using. The process of cary-
ing communications signals along beams
of light is 99.97 percent reliable. And it
cogis for less than what it costs 1o use
ofher systems in the couniry.

“Simulation echnobogy will ket us train
our people for the demands of combat,™

isedd Breitbach. “Pilots and control-
lers will be able to conduct simulated
misslons without leaving the ground.

“We're heading for that in four to five
yeurs,” he added.

That, he pointed oul, will save thxpay-
ers a lot of money and will let soldiers and
sirmen 2et the most from their training
titne. Wieather, for example, will nol be a
problam,

“We've got 1o meel the economy, be-
canse the economy's not going o meel
us,” sabd Breithoch of lowa®s potential 1o
beam skmulation signals 1o pilots at the
speed of light.

Members of the 133nd demonstrated
what the Guard could do while collabg-
rating with the Air Force's Florida-based
Command and Control Test and
Innovation Center during a 1999
jolnt expeditionary forces experi-
ment o1 MNellis Air Force Base in
Nevada,

“The men and women of the 1 33nd
Air Control Squadron, lowa Adr Na-
tional Guard, were the heroes of
JEFX '99," praised Air Force Col.
Steve Curr, “The problem was they
were not challenged enough, and
we peed o ensure we challenge
them more during JEFX "(0."

The lowsa Guard people ane pre-
paring to handle those tougher chal-
lenges when they return to Nevada
in early June.

Defense officials beleve the lo-
wans have the right stuff to expand
their own horizons.

“¥ oq aren ' tthinking big enough,”
charged Gen, John Abrams, the
Army’s Training and Doctrine com-
mander. *You have the template for the
country. | want to partner with lowa™

The Cardiff Giunt is an Towa legend
dating back to 1868 A 10-foot body of a
“prehistoric man™ was chiseled from a
five-ton block of gypsum obtained at Fort

and secretly buried on a farm in
Cardiff, N.Y. It was then dug up ond
exhibited 1o throngs of peaple all over the
country, making a small fortune for its
exploilers.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, according 1o
one report, exposed the hoax by boring a
hele through the solid stone skull.

Most people are no longer so easily
fooled. And those who believe that the
Towa Technology Center has something
special 1o offer America and Hs srmed
frces are not fooling around.

INSID ™ FHE 1OWA TECHNOLOGY CENTER




NATIONAL MAINTENANCE TRAINING CENTER

The road to maintenance
enlightenment is paved by
lowa's CWO5 Roger West

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
MNaricrmaa! Cirard Burea

here s no mystery lomaintenance,
says & seasoncd Town Mational
Ciuard soldier who has been around
bangz enough to know that life is really
pretty simphe.
“Read the book.” is what Roger West
tells the younger, less

He has worked on howitzers and Bradley
Fighting Vehicles, five-ton trucks and
four-passenger Jeeps and Humvees.

He does not pretend to know every-
thing abowt maintenance because the
equipment ix always changing. He and
the training center's staff, for example,
mvul}'curinuadmullhﬂig]mnwhmlﬂ
combat vehicles that will soon be added
1o the Army”s inventory because of Chiel
of Stafl Gen. Eric Shinseki’s desire 10
develop a more mobile foree.

But West has already leamed some
fundamental lessons that apply 10 the
mast basic and 10 the most sophisticated
picces of equipment.

B Nothing has
ever been built that

expericnced soldiers

who sometimes fecl ’ .? will mot beeak,
overwhelmed al the B t B Nobody docs
MNational Mainte- e anything for long
nance Training Cen- withoul mainte-

ter in cendrnl bovwva,

nance.

near the capital city B Muaintenance is

of Des Moines. mothing more than

Al B-foot-4, West COTNT sense and
is on unlikely look- reading the book.

ing Yoda for the cen-
ter al Camp Dodge
where part-time and
fall-time soldiers fo-
mugpminghrukm
suipment acoonding
o Army standards
nnd where they rein-
force their training
and leadership skills.

But the pray hair
and penebrating cyes,
plus the Cliel War-
rant Officer 5§ insig-
nia on his collar,
makethe 47-year-oll
West the technical
masicr (of those who
would become muiks-
tenance knights,

He is the center's
chiel maintenance

technician, and h . .
commandsinsomre. 00 Nothing is more

The key to suc-
coss,  Wesi ex-
plained, is figuring
oul what is wrong,

that's broken, or is
it o wire that leads
to the widget?
What's the read rea-
son why the truck
won"t stan ™ he hy-
pothetically won-
dered. *“The simpler
you priake it, the bet-
ler you make it
“The  ability to
troubleshoot, o do
dingnostic testing,
is where the Army
needs help,” West
said, “The push to
et something fixed
SOMENmes means
the problem does

spect when he walks - th not get fixed at all.”
inbo o training bay. Efj'l'llg But soldiers who

Well he should. Eﬂh an fake the Gme to find
Since joining the ] ithe oot of the prob-
Tennessee Army Ma- Wﬂtﬂhmg Fﬂ“ﬂg lem, and soldiers

tional Guardin 1971,

wha read the book,

since becoming a tmﬂpﬂ tﬂkﬂ tl]E hﬂﬂk he said, will dis-

warrmnl officer in
1976, and since moy-
ing 10 lowa as a fall-
Lime mainlenance
iechnician in 19587,
CWOS Roger West

CWOD5 ROGER WEST
National Maintenance Centar salisfying than sit-

cover their own re-

and fix Eﬂ]llﬂthmg ?  wards That,intum,

is rewarding iotheir
lenchars,
“Mothing is mone

has worked on or Chial Maintenance Technician ting back and

around most of the

ground equipment in the Army’s arsenal,
He has explored every generation of

tank from the old, manually controlled

M-48s 1o the computer-driven M1-Als.

Wilching young
troops take the book and fix something,”
said West, “That look in their eyes makes
the bong hours and all of the work worth-
while ™

“ls it the widgen
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m World Class Guard Athletes Given Olympian Deal

Photo courtesy of LL Col, Wilke Davenport

Pursuing Olympic Dreams

B Golden Opportunity:
Guard Bureau's Competitive
Sports Office opens doors

By M5gt. Bob Haskell
Nariowal Guoerd Barean

ight o 10 years, MNearly one de-

cade, That's how long it lakes o

develop athleies for Olympic com-
petition, claims an Army Nations] Guard
licutenant colonel who has known and
thrived from that commitment.

Li Col, Willie Davenpor isa five-time
1.5, Olympian who won the gold medal
in the 110-micter hurdles st Mexico City
in 1968 and who took the hronze at
Maontreal in 1976, He finished [ounh at
Mumich in [972,

He concluded his Olympic career as a
bobsledder during the 1980 Winter Games
ot Lake Placid, N.Y,, and he has been an
sdvocate ever since for a U5, Ammy
progrom intended 1o level the intema-
tional playing fiekd,

It iz called the Warld Class Athlete
Program. It is hased at Fort Carson, Colbo,,
i 0t the Matbenal Gunrd Begional Train-
ing Center in Colchester, VL.

Eighty-one active Anmy soldiers and
members of the Army National Guard
and Army Reserve are curmently training
and competing full-time in summer and
winier events ranging from boxing 1o
bobsledding.

“First you have to have the will to win,
Then you have to have the opporunity 1o
train,” said Davenpon who works in the
Mational Guord Bureau’s Competitive
Sports Office. “We are opening the doors
fior future Olympians, Then we give them
the chance to do well™

The Warkd Class Athlete Progmm has
produced is share of Olympic standouts
during the past 15 years,

Fourieen soldicrs have won medals
during summer in Los Angeles,
Seoul and Barcelonasince 1984, Six have
won gold medals in wrestling, shooting
and boxing. Fifteen qualified for the 1996
Atlantn SUMMEr gamses.

Eight soldiers, including five Guard-
members, competed in the 1998 winter

IN STRIDE -- Lt. Col. Willie
Davenportis looking to helpothers
athletes get a gold medal, as he did
in Mexico City (above) in 1968.

games in Magano, Japan, Three of them
were bobsledders who helped givea U5,
four-man team o fifth-place finish, this
country's best showing in 42 years.

Other accomplishments include one
gold, two silver and two bronze medals
during the 1998 National Boxing Cham-
ponships and silver and bronze boxing
medtals at the "985 Goodwill Gumes.

Ancther 35 members of the Alr Force
and Tour members of the Mavy and Ma-
rines train in service-sponsoned programs,

Military training programs are vital,
maintaaned Davenport, because many ath-
letes in other countries train full-time in
sports battalions while on active duty.

It is only right, he reasons, to give US.
athleles the same chance.

Those who aspire to be world-class
competitors while serving their country
can check out the Army's World Class
Athleic Program in these ways:

B Active Army soldiers can call or visit
their installation's sporns director.

B Guardmembers can confact SFC
Reginu Powell or Davenport at the
Guard's Competitive Spons Office ot
DEN 327-599% ar (703} 607 -599.

10
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chorge of the island”s Military Personne] Office, where
such things as retirement points are monitored, said their
systems performed fawlessly,

*At rollover, my positive expectations of the systems
were confirmed,” Mendoga sand. “The status of all my
sysiemns were “green” even after cold staning.”™ A break-
down at the personnel office, noed SFC Joanne San
Agusiin, would lave meant a “total monual recount of
every soldier’s relirement points accumulation since
thetr inatial enlistament wp (o the present time .. & task thae
woukd tnke countless hoors.”

The island’s Directorate of Information Management

{DOIM), which performed system checks on the RCAS
servers and workstatons o include the FTS and DSN
telephone systems, also welcomed the new century’s
gooxd news. In fact, they reporied their findings directly
io the National Guerd Bureau and every Guard leader in
ihe antkon a1 about 3 oom, Guan-time on Jon. | through o
video eleconference call. Mational Guard Burean Chief
Lt Gen, Russell Davis and Army Guard Darector Maj.
Gien, Roger Schuliz, from their Washington DIC. digs (it
wias noon time, Dec. 31, 1999}, congratulated Guam
adjutant peneral Benny Poulinog and the entire Guam
Mational Guard for the excellent results they gnmensd as
o result of their hiard work and preparation.

Davis also praised Pauling for his Guard's nation-
kending numbers in recruiting and retention. Ensuning
those numbers would look good in 2000, the Guam
Ciaard had the distinction of enlisting the first soldiers in
the nation inio the new millenniom, At exactly one
second after midnight in the year 2000, Geam PFC Cory

Wihiie Baugh and Py Joseph Josdquin Flores were swomn
inko the Guam Guard. Interestingly. Flores™s hinthaay is
on Mew Year's Day. Both soldiers wre pssigned 1o HHE,
151 Battalion, 294th Infantry.

Jerry Rivers, Guam’s assistani adjutant general for
Army, said be was “greatly relieved™ when cach of his
Guard's systems were functioning as they were pro-
grammed o do shortly after midnight.

*As we watched Kinbati, Mew Zealand, and Avstralia
enter the New Year pn CNN without sy signaficant
plitches, we grew more confident as midnight approached
that we would also be s successful as they were,” be
recalled,

Perhaps, o group was more clated than the other 53
Mational Guard adjulants general across the nation o
beam of Guam's posilive resulis.

Because of the Guam MNational Guard’s meticulous
preparsitions, conchsded Maj. Gen. Paulino, the Y2K
Beare was a “non-cvent!”

e ON GUARD
February 2000



tdaho Army Guard LE. Cal. Don
Juhasz is the first Guardmembaer 1o
receive a Depariment of Energy
annual award.
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163rd modical squadron award
winners: Col. Edward David (left),
SrA. Jean Thompson, Maj. Gen
Roberl Basrrow, Capl. Barbara
Bloeth, TSgt. James Scott, SSgi,
Mancy Rodgers, former 163rd Maj.
Arnold Zigman, Maj. Francis Razor
and LL Caol. Vinee Dang

Senior cilizens joined environ-
mental experts from Guard-run
Camp Ripley in releasing fish
into Ferrell Lake
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The Front Lines of Peace

Montana Col. Chip Erdmann
has been in Bosniamediating
in a land defined by hatred

By S5gt. Scott Farley
Maontana MNatlonal Guerd

Fikle the wear in the former Yo-
goslavin has halted, the hatred
and viodence that defined it

has nol.

Wedged between this ethnically-di-
vided country, that continues to strugghe
with the imposed terms of peace and the
concepd of democracy, i8 Chip Erdmunn.

Col, Charles “Chip” Erdmann, the
Montina Air Guard SufT Judge Advo-
cabe and former state Supreme Coairt Jus-
tice, hos been on the front lines mediating
peace since November 1997. He's partof
an international community tasked with
supervising the development of demo-
crfic nations from the ruins of civil war.

Since his arrival in Bosnia, Erdmann
has been an election supervisor, has
helped create the antifrmod unit of the
Office of High Representative (OHR)
ared woorked a5 the OHR s judcial reforn

coordinator. The organization is charged
with implementing the tenms of the Day-
ton Peace Agrecasenl of 15995,

Erdmann’s lofest assignmenl was (o
tead the OHR s Human Rights and Rule
of Law depariment, o post be left last
Movember.

Erdmann’s many positions in Bosma
have revolved armand a common theme;
identifying and preventing cormuption,
establishing human rights, and imestillimgt
the laws and principles of a democracy in
n transitbonl government.

Provisions in the Dayon Peace Agree-
ment direct the OHE 1o oversee the re-
covery of Bosnia's scamed lnndscapes
and its collopsed economies. It also is
expected to look after Bosnia's citizenry.

“Thve hospitality shown to us by all
three ethnic groups is wonderful,”
Erdmann said. “They are wirm and wel-
coming o strangers, but af the sume timae.
many continue to hate and distrusa their
neighbors.”

Recovery for the people who lived
through the war involves dealing with
many difficult issues, such as missing
persons, property rights, war erimes ansl
basic human rights. Endmann explained
thint even small issues, such as how the
country s history is written in textbooks,

ffice of the High
Representative

Photas eourissy of Col. Chip Erdmann

PEACEMAKER-Col. Charles ‘Chip’ Erdmann

is a source of controversy.
Experts from arounid Eo-
rope were contacted for
advice about objectionable
muaterial and how t0 revise the exis

“In post-conflict societies, the curncu-
lum is always in coptention,” Brdmann
nodesd, “Different ethiic groups tesch dif-
ferent Wistories, which perpetuates the
nntronaliet doctrnes, which i turm per-
petuaie the hatred and distruse.”

In the economically-depressed arcas,
revising the schoolbooks is nol 8s gasy a3
purchasing the newest edition of the book.
Revisions are the responsibility of the
teachers, who ane requined 1o black-oul
offensive items. Even this scemingly
simiple task wis not always carried out, as
Erdmann found out in a spot check.

“Oine teacher nsed a highlighter instead
of & black marker,” Endmann said.

According to Erdmann, a resistance o
change by the standing political system

{left) s mediating peace in a country ravaged
by war (top photo), and where parks (above)
are now replaced by cemeteries.

hampers implementation, as long-time
politicians cling o the old ways in an
effort to preserve their authonity.

“Some people in power just don’t want
change,” said Erdmann. “Most citizens
are not used 1o disagreeing with the gov-
emment, and a demacratic process only
waorks with the support and active pantici-
pation of the people.”

Erdmann returned to Bosnia in Jan-
uary for a final assignment as Chairman
and Chief Judge of the Bosnian Election
Ciourt,

Despite some resistance, be said,
progress has occurred. 1 is achieved over
time, he added, through small victories.

“Meaningful progress is slow.”
Erdmmann obsereved, “but the progress is
huge compared 10 when I first ammived.”
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B Holiday Haulers

™ Bfl:e Battle

m Big Sky Flyers

Soldiers with the Connecticnt
Aoy Cniard's 1st Battndion, 1026d
Infantry tested their ability to make
decisions in the heat of batile dur-
ing a simulated computer exercise
using the JANUS system.

The Armiy Guard’s Batile StalT
Training Branch (BSTB) hosted
the simuloted war for the wnit that
is headquartered in Mew Haven,
Cioma., 'with vty throughowt Mew
England.

“Constant raining is imporanm
in this environment,” noted SFC
Roy Smith, the BSTH non-com-
misssoned officer-in-charge. “Con-
tinual changes in unit organization
and siaf¥ reinforce the need for
exposune o sysiems such as the
JAKUS,

Capt. John Denault, Charlie
Company commander, said the
exercise wis i “classic example”™
of how 1o train soldiers,

“Learning and reinforcing the
lessons leprmed help us improve,™
be saic “This exercise reinforoed
the significance of order planning,
el the need for samplicity and
clarity in commamications,”

Many sobdiers expressed amiee-
miend af how fast they learned the
COMPUIEr program.

"I was very surprised of how
quickly T picked up the techmical
knowledpe needed to be effective,”
said Spe. Ken Hill. “Working with
JAMNUS was mferesting and it was
fun.”

Saldiers in the Ist Battalion,
159th Aviation began a four-month
depliyment to El Salvador Jan. 26
in support of “New Horizons
2000, & ULS, Army Southem
Command humisnitanan and civic
BASESLANCE (MSSEOT,

As part of Joint Task Force Santa
Fe, the battulion will notate heli-
copler crews, support stall and
leadership throughout o four-nwonth
rotation. Battalion clements in Tour
states — Montana, Utah, Idaho and
Arnizona - will provide gencral
avution supgon for the task force™s
construction projecis.

Moninnn citizen-soldiers will
man the first two and the final of
mine 15-day rotations. Each rots-
fion 15 comprised of approximately
30 avindors omad staff.

“The deployment preparation
ansd :J'Iﬁl,:ipul.i:d TSEE0M0S, ulnnﬂ
with a family and employer-
friendly deployment schedule,
muakes this an excellent trining
experience,” said L1 Col. Kevin
Kepler, batialion commander,

In July, the batalion will begin
deployvment rotations o Southeasl
Aska for approzimately ooe year
supporting Crperation Desen
Spring.

The aviation battalion is in de-
mand, with good reason. In 1998,
the unit enmed ossianding muarks
at the Army's National Training
Center, supporting an enhanced
brigade’s rotation,

Private lives, families and careers were pul amn
hald for 130 citiven-soldiers from the Marylond
Army Cruard’s 626 Militory Intelligence Battalion
who were sent 1o Bosnia on a nine-month peace-
keeping mission,

The soldiers flew to Fort Homd, Texas, fora
week, for final preparations before going o Bosnia,

For Sgt. Dieedra Lavoie, a single mother with a 5-
year-old son and o 4-year-old daughter, the presi-
dentinl call-up left her with an agonizing choice.

“This i not o voluntary deplovment, so 1 had 1o
choose between getting ool of the service or going,”
said Lavobe. “1 wanted to show my linle doughter
that Mommy can do this job. | didn®t think quitting
would send the right message.”

Some sobldiers in the Laurel-based baitalion are
former acuve-duty troops looking to continoe mili-

MARYLAND

tary service and benefits; soms are attracted by
exirn pay of college benefits; others want 1o serve
withoul the réegular Army s full-time eommitment.

Lawaie, who was active duty before joining the
Ciuard, said she was willing 1o have her life nmed
upside down.

“They need me, so [ want to go,” she said,

The battalion will conduct intelligence opern-
tions for the Texas National Guard's 49th Armsored
IDavision, which assumes command of the 11LS,
sector in Bosnda in Muorche 11 ks the first (ime o
MNational Guard division will command active-
Army commbat wits.

Mext vear, the Laurel battalion®s parend unit, the
2% Infantry Division based o Port Belvoir, Va.,
willl send fts headguaners and infantry units wo
Bosnia io command the peascekesping operation.

Theat also will be o milestone — the first overseas
deployment for the division headguaniers since
WWIL when the 29ih hit Omaha Beach on D-day,

Members of the Guard and reserves logged
nearly L3 mallion duty days Inst year, companed
with about | million days 10 yezrs ago, acconding
to Chardes Cragin, assistant secretary of defense for
reserve affairs

“Men and women considering coming into the
Cuard and reserve have 1o understand thad this is a
force that's being relied upon,” Cragin said.,

Cine-third of the 390-member battalion is deploy-
ing. Many of them work for the Matiomal Secunty
Agency, the Central Intelligence Agency or the
Drefiense Intelligence. “Jost about every imelligence
zgency in the Washington area,” said Lt. Col. Ed-
ward Leacock, the battalion commuander.
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s 1st Lt. Thomas E. Williams, the Air Guard's first Black Pilot

1st Lt. Thomas Williams faced discrim-
ination and death courageously

PROUD
PIONEER

iih the celebration of Black History Month
upon us, we are reminded of the contributions
African-Americans hive made to our democ-

Among the firsts in American history was the enlisl-
ment of Abraham Pearse in the Plymouth Colony Militia
in 1643, He was the firstrecorded black Nathonal Guards-

man.

Three hundred and eleven years later, New
Jersey Air Guard 1st Lt Thomas E. Willkams
was probably the first African-American o be-
come an Adr Mational Guard pilol

Williams made that hisiorc claim May B,
1954, when he joined the Garden State Guard.
Unader & revised state constitution on April 27,
1946, New Jersey became the first stte 1o ban
segregation in s National Guard. This action by
New Jersey predated President Hasry 5. Truman’s
Executive Order 9981, issued on July 26, 1948.

T declared: "equality of ireaiment and oppor-
tumity for all persons in the armed forces withou
regard fo race, color, religion, or national ori-
L

Even with the President’s onder, the prepon-
derance of minority members joining the Air
Cuard didn't occur until after the end of the
Vigtnam War in 1973,

After gradunting from West Philadelphia High
School in 1942, Thomas Williams enlisted inthe
U.5. Ammy Air Forces. Later in his enlistment he
entered into their pilot training progrom at
Tuskegee Army Airfield. Ala.

Inspired by the outstanding combat record of
the Tuskegee airmen, Williainks was cager 1o join
them in acrial combat in the skies over Exrope.
Alas, he graduated from (ight rining i Sep-
tember 1045, less than a month after World War
Il ended.

Lt Williams separated from active duty m
August 1946 and served inthe Air Force Reserve
while pursuing higher education. Williams stud-
ied zoology st Comell University for three years. He
continued al Temple University and Ruigers, majoring
in chemistry and English.

With the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, Will-
jams returned 1o active duty and immediately volun-
teered for combar duty. Unfortunately, his desire o
deploy was net realized. Instead, he was assijned o o

unit at Bolling AFB, Washington L.

His next pssignment would assure
Willimms a place in history &5 am inmpor-
tant contribwior tothe civil rights move-
micni.

While serving at the Basic Instructor’s
School ai Craig AFB in Selma, Aln,
Willimins was sent 1o Eglin Field, Fla.,
on business. On June 23, 1953, while
taking a bus ride from Eglin back to
Craig. Williams politely relused o yield
his bus seat, third row from the rear, and
move to the lagt seat in the rear of the
vehicle.

In o Crestview, Flo., coartroom, he
courageously challenged 4 Jim Crow
law that uncenstitutionally specified “re-
werved” seating in public conveyances.

The Florida judge decided to referthe
pnatier 1o o higher coun and releassd
Williams pending a new trial. Some local law enforce-
et members, unsatisfied with the finding, Followed
Willians 1o the next iown and arrested him on o trumped-
up spesding charge.

Upon returning to Craig AFB, Willinms reccived a
letter of reprimand from his commander. 1 was one of the
primary reasons Williams was discharged from the Asr

Froto couriesy of MGE Hislorical Sendcas

PIONEER - Mew Jersey 1st LL. Thomas E. Willlams was
y the first African American pilot in the Air National
Guard when he joined in May 1954,

Force under the “reduction in force™ program in Novem-
ber 1953,

Undaunted by this tum of events, Williams 1ok his
case o the MAACH sspecial counsel, Thurgood Masshall.
After hearing the events of Willizm's incident, Marshall

the Air Force to retum Lt Williams to active
duty. Instead, Williams declined the offer and joined the

MNew Jersey Air Mational Guard on May
7, 1954, securing a place in the Air
Giuard's history book.

Thomas Willians was not the only
person in his family to distinguished
himself in uniform. His father, Capt.
Richard A. Willinms, enlisted in the
10th Cavalry in 1598 and later served as
commander of Company L. 370th In-
fantry. That unit participatied in several
major campaigns in France during World
war [, In 1935, Capt. Willtams orga-
nized and commanded the New Jersey
Sunte Militin's First Sepamie Batialion
from 1935 until 1940,

Thomas' brother, Capt. Richard A.
Willinms, Ir.. served as a tank company
commander in the famed 76151 Tank
Battalion as partof Gen. George Pation’s
Third Army during World War 11,

On May 13, the 83rd Congress convened hearings
hefore the “Commitiee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
meree.” Willinms was introduced as the first witness io
estify by Clarence Moore, the NAACP's Washington
burean director. His testimony was instrumental in the
passage of a bill to amend the Inerstate Commerce Act
prohibiting the segregation of passengers in imlersiale
commerce on the basis of color or rmce.

Sadly, Williams's excellent example of lead-
ership and certain future as a role model for
future generations of Air National Guard men
and women was cul shor.

During a routine training mission on Jan. 15,
1955, Willinms's F-86A Sabre Jet entered into
an unrecoverable spin, During the gjection se-
quence the jettisoned canopy struck Williams"s
helmet, fatally injuring him. His aircrafi crashed
into a meadow near Dock Street in Parkeriown,
M. The cause of the mishap was never deter-
mined. He was survived by his wife and two-
yenr-old daughter Joyee.

Upon his death, Maj. Arthur E. Martone, 1415t
Fighter-Bomber Squadron commander, said that
although Willizms had been with the unit 1 short
time, he hod made a positive impact.

“His likeable personality, coupled with intel-
ligenee, common sense and oulstanding ability
as an sviator, lived up to the standards and
tradithons of the Ar Force and New Jersey Air
Mational Guard,” Martone remarked.

It was believed by many that Willinms stayed
with the disabled aircraft long enough to clear

spulated areas, thus saving lives and sealing his
fate. For those who knew him, it was not difficalt
to believe that Williams died in a heroic manner.

Cournge seemed preordained. His fomily had
carved a proud military tradition that took them
io the border daring the Spanish-American Was
in 1898, to grueling hattles in the Argonne Forest
in WWI_ and through the Siegfried Line in WWIL.

15t Lt Thomas E. Williams created his own niche. He

rachal discrimination in the face of overwhelm-

ing odds in Alabama in 1954, Later that year, he made

history by becoming the Air National Guard's first
African-American aviuoe.

In adversity and death, Williams proved courageous
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School

By Sgt. Clinton Wood
Mimmesoia Natienal Guand

ceminll skiing. staying in a tend
D in the wisodds in wind chills of 40-

degrees-below-pero and starting
a fore withowt matches or a lighter,

These activitics were something that
Brian Miller did because he wanted 1o see
“what it's like.”

I ws the Arvy Nationad Creard's Wine
ter Warfare Course held at Camp Ripley.
Minn., for pwo weeks in Jamsary,

O couirse enrolling in Guard schools is
nisthing new for Miller, 4 sergeant with
the CGropher Stae Army Goand s 151 Bat-

tilion, 194th Infantry,

Adfter grochuating from atwo-week M1-
Abrams tank systems mechanic course,
he attended the first phase of the Basic
NCO Cowrse ot Forn McCoy, Wis,

However, the winter warfare course
had io be the most unigue, Mot only did
Miller and 27 other soldiers spead four
nights in the woods, but they also had an
oppontunity o become course Instnicions
upon graduation.

The latter was going w0 be difficuls,
said the former Texan who enlisted into
the Cuard in July 1997, becouse he lacks
the skiing skills necessary 1o teach,

To beeome nn mstructor, the students
must pass five performance tests:
snovwshoeing, yukon stove, fire starting,
skiing and improvised shelter. They also
had o seore ‘-Hlltn:cnl on & wrillen lesl,

Starting a fire and making an impro-
vised shelier are two-studend events. In
the fire starting test, students must stan a
fire without matches or lighters and bring
a decignated amount of waler (0 & boil
within 10 mines. In the shelier class,
students have 1o determine the best type

of shelier for the existing conditions, se-
lect o site, constrsct it and live am il

In the skiing test, students had 1o climb
a hill without losing control. They also
had bo monuever sround two obstacles,
u=ing only the hemingbone, half-herring
haanez or walking step iechnigues, withoud
knocking them down or falling down.

The students also had to teach b winler
syirvivad and cold weathermovement class,

Miller, who spent 12 years in the Ma-
rine Corps as an aubo repairman, decided
1o keach classes on lighting o yukon stove
and tying knods.,

Shonly alter teaching the stove class,
he reflecied on the course.

“Thisis a great school to go o, he said.
*The wnsiruciors know thelr siull.®

The course’s NOO-in-charge, 191 SgL
Robert Eddy, =aid studenis are not me-
quired to test their wartime tactics. In-
stend, they're given instruction on how
wold weather affects mctics.

Oine example be ciled was “trock disce-
pline.” From the air, ski o hurman tracks
can be easily identified in the snow, he
noted. For this reason, soldiers leam how

Phat by Sqt. Cliron Wood

COOL CUSTOMERS - A Winter
Warfare Coursa instructortulors a
Guard soldlers on skiing.

i conceal ski tracks by dragging & pine
bough behind them.

“There’s different ways o make tracks
look like more or less people went over
them,” Eddy noted.

He sdded that cold weather affects a
unit’s supplics, such as o tunk using more
el when plowing through decp stow,

Eiddy, u member of Minnesoda®™s Bdth

Troop Command in Roseville, has been

mvalved with this kind of traning for
several vears, He said the biggest change
he has secn his been the addition of more
winter survival technigues.

Eddy said that troops rotating back
from bone-chilling Bosnia peacekeeping
dury have offered no input on improving
the course’s current curricwlum. Irond-
cally, he said, Gulf War vetemns have
mude comments,

Seems when the mencury dipped be low
6-degrees Fahrenheitin the desern, Eddy
relmed, they could have used the trarming,
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