B First Night: More than
1,000 D.C. soldiers, airmen

help keep Capitol quiet

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
MNattonal Guard Baredu

he National Archives may have

blocked his view of the fircworks

that engulfed the Washington
Monument, bt the stately structure will
pever dim David Young's memory of
where he was and what he was doing
when 2000 surged into the continental
United States on Mew Year's Eve

The stalf sergeant in the District of
Columbia Army Mationd Guard was on
“First Might” mili-
tary podice dury ot the
comerof Pennsylva-
nia Avenus and Tih
Sireet in the nation’s
capitod at thal bong-
anticipated and mag-
ical moment in time.

He did mot hear
President William
Clinton's address af
the Lincoln Memo-
rlal and the “10! 9
BT countdown.
He coubd barely hear
the rendition of
"Auhd Lavig Syme”™
sung by the 300,000
partying people who loudly, peacefully
rang in 2000 on the National Mall. He
didn't even get a midnight kiss,

Bt David Young and more than 1,000
other D.C. National Guand soldiers and
atrmen knew they were part of the histon-
cal event that happens once in a thousand
years -- even if their own paries had 10
wait until their weekend duty ended at
nasdday Jan. 2.

“I don't mind being out here. We've

Photo by MSgl Bob Haskoil

FIRST NIGHT WATCH - D.C.
Army Guard Sgt. David Young
and D.C. police officer Vene
Lagon worked our nation's
capitol when 2000 arrived.

1aken the mission, and we're going to do
i1, said Young, a State Department dip-
jamatic security officer and former Ma-

rine who now soldiers pan-time with the
ra il ; Podioe L

wiorked that busy downiown intersection
with D.C. Metropolitan Police officers
Vene Lagon and David Sontingo.

It was, by and large, an uneventful
night and woekend for the D.C. Guard's
military and security police people who
presented a peaceful, professional image
in thelr dress uniforms and orange reflec-
five vests after Metropolitan Police In-
spector Lillian Overton swore them in as
special police officers.

The computers that run the street and
raffic lights, the waler and sewer sys-
terns, and telephones and that illuminate
the Capito] dome as o world-wide symbaol
of freedom rolled over fram 1999 1o 2000
os smvothly as il it
were any other night
in Washingion.

Seill, Young and
150 other military
police people wers
o the streets and 10
administralive spe-
cinlists were in dis-
trict headguarters
ready to help the
police control tral-
fic ond crowds and
process paperwork
hod the Y2K bug
plunged the city into
darkness.

The Guardmem-
bers were unarmed except for black ba-
tons they carried for thelr owm protection.

In all, 300 District Army and Air Guard
police people spent their January dirill
weekend working 12-hour shifis or stand-
ing by to suppart the metropolitin police
as humdreds of thousands of people cel-
ehrated the arrival of 2000 in Washing-
T

B See NEW YEAR, page 5
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i COMMENTARY

hting a

Refunlin

Foible

Head in the Clouds

I just received another great issie of
your newspaper. We hove several mem-
bers of our unit that can’t wait for the
new issues 10 come out o see what else
15 going on arcend the country with the
Armmy and Afr Guird,

However, on the front page of the
December issue is a piciune of a KC-
135 refueling a jet over Irmg. The cap-
tion line suggests the jet being refucled
iz an F-16, | think that it"s an P-15
instend. The back page shiws ai F-16
being refucled.

I just finished a course on aircraft
recognition, 5o you can imagine why |
picked up on it. Keep up the pood work
pnd remember the saying of the Guand:
“You Can.”

5Sgt. BHl Boswell
Arkamsas Natfonal Gueand

soMmeone requisition an atreraft dentifi-
cation book for your proofreader. The
"F-16" as piciured in the Gas o Go
photo obviously has too many tails 1o
be a Falcon.

By the way, I'm a member of the
102Znd Fighter Wing at tis Air Na-
tional Gugrd Base — an (F-15) Eagle

farm.
MSgt. George T. Shoner
Massachuzeits National Crard
We, thut ix the members of the

Morh Dakols Air Guards 119th

Pholo by LE, Col. Mike Waisrs
An F-15, never to be confused
with an F-16, is refuelod by a
Pennsylvanla Alr Guard KC-135,

I thoroughly enjoy reading your
newspaper, | would like 1o point out,
however, the picture on the front page
of the December issue. It shows a refu-
eling boom giving fuel to.an F-15E
“Sirike Eagle,” not an F-16,

Alrcrafl recognition is something we
train on quite heavily as Army National

Giuard helicopter pilots. How'd | do?
Lt. Col. Russell E. Perry
Towa Nattoae] Graged
I am e mistake

ofi the December front page. You have

a picture of an aircralt being refueled,

but you sdentify it as an F216. Az a

Tactical Airdift Command fighter since

December 1963, T would say this air-

craft is an F-15 Eagle. The aircraft on

page 16 is on F-16 being refueled. ;
I hope the crew chief of that F-15 is

nol insolent by your paper for calling

his aircraft an F-16. All of the crew

chiefs that T have known over the VEArs

tuke great pride in the aircraft they ane

in charge of.

Mr. Jerry Frederick

aunl
T issue. 11 books
jgreat, as it normally does.

One photo canght my atlention for a
different reason - the refucled aircrafi
on the front page that is described as an
F-16 akreraft. It appears, and geez 1 do
wear glasses; but sir, the damn thing
books like an F-15. Not only that, bat it
looks like an F-15 with two seots,

I"'m gonna guess there wad o slip of
the fingers, between the *5” und “6" on

yourr keyboard,
Thgt. Dave Somdahl
North Dakota National Guard

a8 R R AR W

Lermers  Pouicy:

‘Latters to the Editor’ are subject
to aditing for space and styla con-
siderations.

Mail lelters to: NGB-PAI-C, Sulte
11200, 1411 Jafierson Davis High-
way, Arlinglon VA 22202-3680

FAX your latters to DSN 327-
3686 or (T03) BOT-3686

e-mail address |5

malthaner) @ ngb.ang.at.mil

IJJ'hI 1|r II.IIIJ fa £l (har

“Looks like your banhmg experience really helped increase the turmn out for Anthrax shots.”
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i IN THE NEWS

* Actively Involved

* Flood Rescuers

Summer Jobs

Audino takes over active Army battalion

M History Made: Former Vermont
Guardsman takes reins of 1-33rd
Armor at Fort Lewis, Wash.

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Netrdevered Craeord Buredi

I 1. Col. Emest Audino, wearing tanker boots and
the chrome cavalry spurs he earned in Germany

I3 vears ago, became the first National Guard
officer to ever take command of an
active Army battalion on Jan. 12, in
western Washington siate.

Aunding, 39, assumed the full-time
command and the bright yellow flag
of the lst Batalion, 33nd Armor at
Fort Lewis from ]'.1 ol Henrjr Bi-
.'-L-'l =idua| l.. i afcloas cCeremany of

AT TN "l"l!n A _g-p.r.g I:
Ihm I:lﬁgan a remarkable march into
the Army's future with his ald outfit,

A highly-regarded armor officer
from the Yermont Army National
Guard, Audine, 39, will help develop
new Army doctrine duning the two
years he leads that armored wnit, nick-
named “Men of War.” He first served in the unit after
graduating from West Point in 1983,

That battalion belongs 1o the 2nd Infantry Division's
3rd Brigade, one of the first two brigndes that will
convert from tank units to interim “brigade combat

Lt. Col. Ernest Auding

teams."” They will feature faster wheeled vehicles as the
first stepin Army Chief of Stall Gen. Eric Shinseki's plan
lo forge & more mobile Army,

The Army has not obtained the new vehiches becapse
the transformation is still on the drawing board. Bul the
objective. said Audino, will be the ability io deploy and
fight anywhere in the world within foar days.

“This s on the cutting edge. | feel proud and privileged
Lo b hiere,” sabd Awdins, He s a former civilian environ-
mental lawyer who has embeaced this unexpected oppor-
tenity to help the Army revise decades of doctrine and
jgin control of futare banleliekis,

“Itis achallenging and exciting opportunity for me and
these soldiers to be with this unit during this historical
event for the Army,” said Audino two days before taking
commund of the battalion's 550 men
and 58 MI-Al Abrams ianks.

The 151 Brigade of the 25th Infantry
Divizaon, also bosed ai For Lewis, will
also take part in the transformation.
Three other brigndes, still unidentified,
AEETLOMCE, ATy bl afficials b
indicated
ane of their brigades is included in the

Maj. Gen. Roger Schultz, director of
the Army Cuard, and Maj, Gen. Manha
Rainville, Vermont's adjutant general,
plus many other Army Guard fricnds
attended the change of command cer-
emony to honor the personable Andino and pay mibute 1o
the Army’s ongoing efforts 10 integrue the active and
TesErve Componenis.

B See ACTIVE ARMY COMMAND, page 13

Carolina MPs rescue elderly couple from flood

By SFC Danny Brazell
Sounth Caroling Nationa! Guard

here was little time to waste
and the soldiers with the
South Carolina  Army
Cugrd®s 133rd Militnry Police Com-
pany, who were called upon 1o help
a stranded elderly couple, knew i,
With rising flood waters lapping
al the roof of the couple’s pickup

HEROES - Pickrel (front, left),
Smith, Montreose, Brunson
(standing, loft), Neal and Balrd
rnr.-nhud Medals of Valor.

helped the others recover the truck,

Each saldier received the Mationnl
Guand's Medal of Vabor from Maj.
Gen. Stan Spears, adjutan general,
in a ceremony beld Dec. 5 at their
armary in Florenes,

_mu:tpmndmh:mduk-d in the new,

v would not be surpred

truck, and them clinging desperately
to its passenger door, four MPs —
133rd commansder Capt. John Baind,
Sgt. Robent Adams Ir., Spe. James
Brunson and PFC Franklin N
plunged into the rapidly-Mowing
water brought on by heavy rains
from Hurmicanc Flovd.

The woman, reluctant io leave her
husband, had to be coaxed into plac-
ing a rescue rope around her. Once

Froto by MSgL, Phillip H, Jones

issured of her hushasnd s safety, Neal
and Brunson swam beside ber as
Sgt. Carl Pickrel pulled the safety
rope from the other end. Baird and
Adams stayed with the hoshand un-
til the 1wo men returned with the
rope, completing the rescus,
Fellow Palmetto State MPs, Sgis.
Michael Monptreose and John Smith,

Ironically, the group had pulled an
unoccupied vehicle from swelling
flood waters prior to their rescue of
the stranded couple, Pickrel said,

“It wax like a rehearsal,”™ he re-
called, “so we were ready 1o spring
into action when we got there,

"It was a pood feeling.” Pickrel
added. “Thiz was one of those times
when I know | made o difference in
someons’s lilke™

NATIONAL BRIEFS
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IN THE News

Wisconsin
unit honors
fallen airmen

By M5gi. Wayne Rodrigues
Wizesnsin Nottomal Gricrd

0 a cobd, overcist day
on Dee, 10, 1993, six
airmen with the Wis-

congin Air Guard's 125th Refu-
eling Wing were killed after an
arrerfl explosion,

Six years to the day later,
their sacrifice was remembered
by family and fricnds.

A memonnl service was held
for M5g1. James Schiict, MSg1.
Roy Starszak, TSgr Michacl
Heath, TSgi. James Russell,
TSgt. Russell Shur and 581,
Patrick Foran, “to again remind
ourselves of the six lives lost in
the pursait of freedom. ™ noded
Father William Hower, —

Hower, a retired 128th chap-
lain, ndded “we take nobte of the
fact that they were doing their
ondinary duty when taken from
us, witich reinforces in our
hearts and minds, that no task,
in the profession of wrms, is
ever routine, because cvery
task is concemned with freedam,
and honor and integrity,

Pastor (LL. Cal.} Card
Krueger, the cument 1 25th
chaplain, spoke about the im-
portance of remembering dales
swch as Diec. 7, 1941, Mow, 22,
1963, and of course, Dee, 14,
19493,

“We must always honor
those who served and gave
their lives and remember their
families," be said.

Dec. 10 also was the day for
the dedication of the unit’s
recenily erseted Minuieman
siatue — a symbol that recog-
nizes the first Guardsmen wio
Tought wmd died alongside Gen.
Creorge Washington during the
Revoluntary War.

The statoe had been the
dream of many pust and cureent
wing members, who helped
raise 57,000 for the monument
that now stands as a permancni
reminder of the sacrifice paid
one tragic December day by
muodemn day Minutemen.

- We need 10 have var owen

Bl 0vGuwo

Air Guard policy promotes deserving NCOS

By MSgt. Bob Huskell
Nevional Guard Bureau

Pn:mmu':m from staff sergeant 1o
technical serpeant, from pay grade
E-5 to E-6, are rurely attended by
the Air Guard's director and command
chicf master sergeant.

S0t was a special occasion indeed that
brovght Maj, Gen, Paul Weaver Jr., the
Adr Goard director, and Commdaid
CMSgt. Gary Broadbent to Maryland’s
175th Wing st Martin Sue Afrport, out-
sice Baltimore, on Jan. 5.

Stafl’ Sergeants Joseph Casal, James
Elliott and Michae! Jones were promoted
to five-striped tech sergeants during the
high-profile ceremony that punciuated
the Air Guard"s new pay-grade policy for
its 96,000 enlisted people.

The three sergeants are the first 1o ben-
efit from the Enlisted Grades Policy that
gives Air Gonrd members a few thousand
more higher ranking and higher paying
positions anc wn edquitable rank structure,
It alsoy ensures that every airman gets the
chance o become ut least 2 stall sergeant.

Weaver approved the policy late lust
year, during the Air Guard's Year of the
Enlisted Force. Many more citinen-air-
men will be promoted this year,

"We need 10 take core of our people,

thait reflects our capabilitées, that reflects
our great people,” Weaver explained.

Elliott, a C-130 erewmember, and
Jones, an A-10 crew chief, have each
been staff sergeants for a dozen years,
They wondered if they would ever be
promoted because their units already had
un abundance of slotted E-fs.

"It seemed ke it would be a long waii,
from the locks of the manning docu-
ment,” acknowledged Jones, who joined
the 175th in 1982 and has been a full-time
A-10 technician since |9E6,

“This will streamline the upward mo-

bility and create more incentives for the
younger people, They know they can move
up now,” offered Elliot, 48, a four-year
Novy aviation veteran who became a pan-
time Air Guard C-130 érewmember in
LS

“People stay in my unit in the same rank
because of the pay and benefits and be-
cause they have the best chance to travel
all over the world.” added Elliott of the
outfit that frequently flies cargo to Burope
and Scuthwesy Asia

"It was very hard to get rank under the
ald system unless someone went away,”

ey sand-Casal. He was-a lech sergeant in the

New York Atr Guard for eight vears be-
fore moving 1o Maryland with his new
wife in 1998 to become a full-time trainer
of the new, high-tech C-130J airplunes
that the wing is acquiring.

That's becanse there was no universal
system, said Broadben,

“The new initiative will eorrect the func-
tional imbalance that exiex within some
career fichls = too many atmmen in some
ficlds, not enough technical sergennts in
others,” Weaver noted.

He also vowed that “oader no clreum-
stances would we tolerate any further re-

: T T
HEes 1:-.‘% E

]

Phot by MSgt. Bob Huskel

TOP TROOPS -- Mewly pro-
moted TSgts. Joseph Casal (left),
Michael Jones and James Elliott
benefitted from the Air Guard's
Enlisted Grades Policy.

duction in grade strsciore,”

The Air Guord's new policy is in-
tended (o eliminate a log jum and give
gualified enlisted people the chance 1o
make rank, explained Browdbent,

He and Jumes Ware, eivilian chiel of
the Military Requirements Branch in the
Air Guard's Manpower office, led the
|1 3-member team that wrote the polwy.

The Alr Guard now has additional
grade authorizations for 400 E-8 slots
and an extra 385000 E-7 and 3800 E-6
positions, Broadbent added.

Weaver made it crystal clear why he
believes all people who wear stripes de-
serve the chonce 1o earn promotions.

“You are an indispensable element of
the Total Force mix thanks 1o your matu-
rity, experience and smarter way of do-
ing business,” the direcior said, "Tt's
high time our Enlisted Grades Policy
kept pace with the standards you have all
set for oar militury,”

HE ON GUARD
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Oiher Army and Air Guard people staffed

operations centers af the D.C, Armory and
Andrews Air Force Base in Muryland, Sull others
stood by to transpont and fire up penerstors at
eritical locations had city’s wtilities gone down.

More Guardmembers remained on standby at
the armory to help police deal with civil distur-
bances, Helicopter crews wereon alert ol Davison
Army Adrfield besade nearby Fort Belvoir shoalkd
their medevac helicopters be neaded.

“We were all very thankful that our National
Guurd people did nol have 1o respond (o amy
emergencics, and many of our leaders said they
hove never seen morale as high as it was this
weekend,” said Lt Col. Phyllis Phipps-Bames,
ihe D.C, Mational Guard's public alfuirs officer.

¥ our putstanding performance is not atypacal,
In's the standand,” praised Maj. Gen, Warmen
Freeman, the district’s presidentially-appointed
commanding penernl.

“We reccived a lot of positive recognition this
weekend, and that recognition will lead o mare
challenges like this in the foture,” beamed Free-
man of the D.C, Guard’s pant in the Mational
Guand's nution-wide watch.

Oiperntions centers wene staffed in all 50 states
and the territories of Guam, Puerto Rico and the
Yirgin hlm:hinm;mhndm:aﬂum
the Guand, A twice- :-uuﬂ high-frequency radio
ﬂ'-'i'ﬂ'i'ﬂ.l el eve ath tise Army Na

= L" T l:- I-.- w.".---.- - ] LRt
Salsigd k!

‘-"n.. :hmld mlcphw andd other communica-
tions systems fail 1o function because computers
rend (K0 as D900 instesd of 2000,

It was a monthly training weekend for all
Arkansas Guardmembers, and nearly 7,000 sol-
diers and abrmen were on duty in 20 other states
besades the people stafTing the operations centers,

"We were preparcd o deal with any cata-
strophic event,” said Col. Clyde Vaughn, the
Army Guard's chief of operations, in Arlington.
“I think the American people have o ot of confi-
dence in the idea that they are secure. | think
we're pant of that confidence.”

The New Year"s Eve mission was hardly new
fior the District of Columbia Mational Guord.

Citizenssoldiers have taken part in every presi-
dential and mayoral inauguration since George
Washington's, and this generation is already plan-
ning for the 2 st century s first U.S, presidential
inauguration mext Januory.

They have also supported civil suthorities dur-
ing such recent events as the NATO Summit and
E(ith anniversary last Apnil, the blizzard of Janu-
ary 1996 and the 1995 Million Man March,

“This s an on-going thing. We work with
Metropolitan Police and the D.C. Emergency
Management Agency on a regular basis. That
makes it even casier,” observed Fregmian.

This was far better duty, Freemon reflected, than the
civil disturbances for which he was called to duty 22
times as an enlisted Guard soldier and young officer
during 1968-72.

“We're doing jist whal the palice are doing, helping
people and muintaining order,” explained the general
about the directive that his military police wear their
dress uniforms instead of their combat camouflage. “The
only difference with this is that we're bringing in people
on New Year’s weekend.”

The police appreciated the help, and Guardmembers

liked being part of the mission.

“1 think it"s good for these guys 1o be out here with us,”
said Metropolitan Police Detective Jose Rodriguez, who
was observing the traflic and pedestrians.

“We"ll be directing traific here at midnight,” Rodnigeer
predicted. “They'll help me if we have a mess.” At 1
o'clock New Year's moming. however, traffic was flow-
ing smoothly through that brightly-lit intersection.

Still, just being thers was an adventure for District
Guardmembers.

“This makes you test your dedication,” said D.C,

Army Guard Cpl. Edward Walker with the 276th Mili-
tary Police Company. “It makes you feel like you're a
part of histary - the tum of the century.”

Walker acknowledged he would have been af home
with his family in Fort Washington, Md., watching TV
as the ball dropped at New York®s Times Square. But his
night would not have been complete.,

“I'd be wondering what was going on out here,”
Walker exploined. “This makes me want (o go inbo
action. | don't want anything to go wrong, bt I want to
have an impact on whatever takes place.”

HE ON GUARD
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BYRD in HAND - Senator Robert
Byrd (above, left) accepts the coveted
Monigomery Award from National
Guard Bureau Chief Lt. Gen. Russall
Davis. A host of military and civilian
luminaries (right) happily vie for an
opportunity to cut the National
Guard’s birthday cake.

West Virginia Senator Byrd
honored as Guard celebrates

363 years of service

Birthda

By M5zl Bob Haskell
National Corserrd Buerecn

l ]‘ 5. Sen, Robent C. Byrd pabd an elogquent tribute

to this country’s first president and foremost

citizen-soldier while accepting the National
Guard Bureau's highest honor during the Guand’ s 363rd
hirthiday celebration in Washington, D.C., on Dec, 14,

“President Washington was perhaps the nation”s pre-
mierexamgple of the cittzen-soldier, having bed the nation's
armed forces through the Revolutionary War and, subse-
guently, serving as our (irst president.” said the vener-
able senntor from West Yirginka who was named this
year's recipient of the Moatgomery Award bestowed by
the Chicf of the National Guand Bunea.

“He is the grestest president that this country has ever
had and, in my judgment, the greatest president this
country will ever have. Perhaps more than any other man
he is responsible for this great ship of state.” said Byrd
who honored the Revalwtionary War hero on Dec, 14, the

2Hkh anniversary of Washingion's death,

“This great man knew well how o motivate that
ragged, weary, ill-equipped revolutionary army as it
fought against the most formidable military force of the
dary,” ensd Byrd of the militia soldier from Virginia who
Ted the Continental Army o viclory over British forces.

Ryrd, the mnking Democmt on the Senate’s powerful
Appropriations Committee and former Democratic
Leader for 12 years, made thove comments at the Russell
Senute Office Building where 150 people celebruted the
Mationa] Ciuard as this nation’s oldest military force. It
was first formed in Massachusetts in December 1636,

Lt. Gen, Russell Davis, Chief of the Natkonal Guoand
Burcaw, presented the award named for retired Missis-
sipph Congressman GV, “Sonny” Montgomery to Byrd,
a U5, senator for 41 years and 8 member of Congness
since 1953

The celebration featured a Department of Defense
display commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
Forean War. More than 183,000 Army and Air Cazard
troops served on active dity during that war that broke
out-on June 25, 1950

“We mre trying to let the Amertcan public know that
the people who fouight in Korea did not serve in vain,”
said Virginia Army Guard Maj. Peter Kyong-Hyon Kemp,
a Korean-American member of the commemorstion
committes, who wore “pinks and greens.” the Army’s
dress uniform during that er.

Davis presented Byrd the Momgomery Award on
behall of the 461 000 Matonal Guardmembers “for your
outstanding service o this country; for your outstanding
service 1o the Natonal Gunnd; for the entire United Stales
armiesd forces of which you are very proud and which you
serve very admirably; .. and for keeping in mind in all of
your dealings the security and the welfare of all of the

Phobas by MSgL John Thamion

people of the United States.”

Byl was welder on Liberty and "I-"il.‘ltl'l'}' ghips in
Haltimore during Waorld War [ Maj. Gen. Allen Tacker,
the West Virginia sdjutant genentl, praksed himas "a tree
American legemd of success and achiovement.”

He became the first person bo earm a law degree whille
serving in Congress, Tacken explained. Byrd groduatesd
with honors from American University in 1963 follow-
ing 10 vears of night school.

“Sen, Byrd has always stood for the men aml women
who serve this nation, and he has always provided the
money pecessary =0 they d have the best equipment and
the most modern fecilities they need 1o defend this grent
nation,” Tackett added,

*“I have always been prowd of the men and women who
serve in the National Guard and especially in the West
Virginia Mational Guard,” <aid Byrd during his nccep-
iance remarks. “These soldiers and ninmen are ready 1o
serve whenever they are needed, whether n response o
Moosds o blizzards in the state, or in support of our armed
services aroand the globe.™

Observing that the world has changed somewhat dur-
ing the decade since the fall of the Berlin War and the
demise of the Soviet Unjon, Byrd observed that “the
world i still & very dangerons place.”

The senior senator from West Virginia punciunted his

{0 continge supporting the Mational Guard's role
in the Totl Force simtegy of the Unied States by
refierring (o o point that President Washington made
during his first annual addness 1o Congress.

“All of you here today are engaged in the effort of
preserving peace through a sirong military establish-
ment,” said Byrd after recalling Washington®s observa-
tion that “To be prepared for war is one of the moss
effectunl means of preserving peace.”
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nod to Guard
‘responders’

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Aariowal Criird Bicrean

irginia Gov. Jim Gilmore is fully

aware of his state”s military hen-

tige and of its mumerous targets
of opportunity for terrorists.

It is mo surprise, therefore, that be is
advocating a key role for the National
Guard's 10 pew malitary support detach-
ments as chairman of a new congres-
sional advisory panel charged with deter-
mining the United States’ ability 1o cope
with weapons of mass destruction,

“Wie would fully expect the National
Giuard iobe an carly responder that would
either help the civilian population or, il
necessary, take the sieps necessary Lo
containthe situation,” said Virginia's first-
term chiel executive.

“Oither military vehicles are available,
bat 1 personally feel, as the governor of a
great military state, that the Guard has a
key role inthis area,” said Gilmiare who is
commander-in-chiel for the Old
Daminion®s 9, 100 Nationa] Guard troops.

“The 20-member advisory panel chained
by Gilmorce includes former Defense Sec-
retary Ponald Rumsfeld and has two and
a hall vears to recommend to Congress
fwow local officials should join forces in
the event of a termorist attock.

Historically, Virginia has produced
such military leaders as George Wash-
ington and Robert E. Lee and has been
ravaged by war more than any other state
in this couniry.

Practically, Virginia is considercd a
prime target for a terrorist attack because
of ilx proximity to Washington, D.C., and
because of its 20 military instailations.

Personally, Gilmore has eamed hisown
military spurs. He was a decomted Army
counter-intelligence agent for NATO in
West Germany in the early 1970s. He lus
persuaded the Virginia Legislaure to give
active duty military people living in Vir-
ginia a tax break on the first $30,000 of

Virginia did not get one of the first 10
hopes his state will get one of the new
umits being considered by Congress.

“Welive in a free country, and we miist
not allow the threst of terrorism o change
that" he said “But in a frec country,
where we don’t keep tabs on people,
iheres an advantage for pecple who would
strike.

“We have to eliminate that advantage
through excellence in law enforcement
and through excellence and cooperation
with our military and Guard,” Gilmone
added.

“We believe the Mational Guard can
play a leadership role in that effon.”
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HOLIDAY ABROAD =

AWAY for the
HOLIDAY

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Nartomal Cuard Burean

5 the coll Eosovo countnyside

Iy umeder @ banket of snow on

Dec. 23, engaging Colleen Rob-
ertx ialked aboul her son Ausiin, who is 8
and who she would miss for the second
Christmas in four vears becanse of mili-
fary duty.

The new caplain and novice public
affairs officer in Washington stale’s Army
Matronal Guard also tlked of te retire-
ment bome she and her hushand have
built in [ Pont, Wash,, at the southem
tip of Puget Sound, even though she does
not seem to be the retiring kind.

She i 36, and ber sense of service and
achventune hos takien her to some fascina-
ing places = Ban-
ghadesh, Kwajalein
Atoll, and the He-
public of Palau,

i | i :
_—'0"1

spent Chrstmas of
1996 as a culiural
affairs and educa-
tion officer at an
Iragi-Kurd refugee
camp on Guam,

Those who know Phato by MSgt. Bob Hasked Etf[ﬂjﬁhﬂfﬂ'!_llﬁﬁ'
her, therelone, were STAR STUDDED - Comedian ing the Army Ma-
not surprised thist Al Franken(ieft) and Washington tional Guard, she

fmmiCop Gl ATy Guard Caph Coloen 1 eees

this holiday season

Roberis in the war-

ravaged provinge in

Yupgostavin She was seiling in o her
new job as press officer with Washington's
15-member | 22nd Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment thal joined the Task Force
Falcon peacckeeping force st Camp
Bondsiezel in mid-December,

“ joimned the Matiomal Guard tocome to
Kosovo. This is what | do, giving service
o my couniry. 1i"s what 1 know,™ snd the
woinan who does her best to balance her
dedication xs 4 soldier with her devotion
&5 & miother,

“It"s my greatest sacrifice, But my son
is fine. I've been doing this since he was
ayearobd. My mother lives with us, She's
my Iittle boy s second mother,” explained
Roberts who did not have much time 10
pine for her people back home,

Talk about a baptism of fire.

Foberis hit the ground in Kosovo with
the ather Army Guand public aifairs people
from Washington state one week before a
LSO show led by Defense Secrefary
Willinm Cohen brought some holiday
cheer (o many of the 6,000 American
soldiers preserving the peace in that land

— — Marshall Islands.
s ey P --E . -
I‘-::__.l'ﬁ-;llf. ,.:_l:::‘l_ltl L s ﬂ 5h¢ h-hi wihiesaed
o

during this Balkan winter.

**This was our [irst mission.” explaned
Roberts after coordinating covernge for
the LISC show - that inchsded country
singer Muory Chopin Carpenter, come-
dian Al Franken, foothall Hall of Famers
Terry Brudshaw and Mike Singletary,
ond super mode] Christie Brinkley - with
journalists from Yugoslavia pnd a media
entourage from the United States.

She is wsed io that kind of challenge
because military matlers hive consumed
mich of her adult life.

Thieere was o four-vear hitch in the Air
Force, beginning when she wos |8 and
fresh out of high school. She spent a
dozen years as an Army Reserve civil
affairs officer before she joined the Army
CGiuard lost Oct. 28, She has been marriod
to Capt. Curtis Roberts, an active Anmy
infantry officer at Fort Lewis, Wash.,, for
1) years.

She holds g politicsl science degree
from the University of Arkansas. Sheis 3
certificd emergency planner, She has
hetped design dissster plans and training
exercises al Kwajalein Atoll, Banglsdesh
and Palaw,

Shie also has dealt with drought cased
by El Mino in the

the effects af vir-
iy every namml -
disaster expect’
earthquakes and
fires.

Although Rob-
erts had never
worked in public

was wiell sulted for

Kosovo, main-

tained Maj. Mary
Forbes, Washington™s deputy recruiting
and refention mannger,

“She has such o unigque background,
along with a strong and warm: persanal-
ity.” snid Forbes whao is a neighbaor to the
Roberts in Du Pont. “She's so sman and
w0 positive that she doesn’t inimidate
people, but she knows how io get them o
do whal needs 1o be dope.”™

Kot everyone, Forbes observed, would
sign up knowing they would be away
fromheir family and home during Christ-
mis and during a celebrution like the new
il enmitm.

That, however, is precisely what Col-
leen Roberts did. She soon discoversd a
new Mationa] Guard family.

She celebrated Christmas with her son
and hushand on Dec. 3, the night before
shee left Washington, In Kosiva, she an-
ticipated celebrating Christmas and the
Mew Year with National Chaard soldiers
who are no longer sbrangers.

""We're like our own family,” Robens
explained. "We're a family away from
home for now,”

Tae ON GUARD
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s Minnesota Marathoner Meets Milestone

Minnesota Army Guard's Robert Rorke ran 50 miles
battling rain, mud, slippery leaves and lightning

In for the Long Haul

up and down hills, for almost 12
hiours. Most people wouldn®tattempt
it. 55zt Robert Rorke does it regularly.
O a rainy morming last fall, Rorke, a
pari-time personnel specialist for the
Minmcsota Army Guard's Troop Come-
mand hased in Roscville, Minn.. tackled
the “Superior Trail 51 — a 50-mile foot
race through the Sawiomth Mountnins
near the north shore of Lake Superior.
After 11 hours mnd 26 minutes battling
rain, lightning, mud and wel branches, he
crossed the finksh line,

Im:lgm:mnn;l]uu.r:gl‘n'll'lt woods,

mm!.. In 1'}3! m:r !m ;nﬂnr:rel:-u{
college at Western Maryland College, he
and 11 other bicyclists spent the summer
riding across the ULS., from Virginia to

“Eleven of us started. Only five fin-
ished,” he said of that expericnce.

After gradusion, biking gave way (0
running in Rorke’s life. He especially
liked longer races. Soon enough, that
included marathons. He has run in the
Minnesotn Twin Citkes Muruthon every
year from 1991 1o 1998, Grandma’s in
Drualuths, Minm., twice, the Mutional Guord
Marathon three times, the Disney Wiorld
Marathon once and the Walker (Ming. )
Maorthon twice. In the same eight-year
period, he finished cight S0-kilometer

races and two 30-milers, including the
onc kst year,

Understandably, Rorke's personal life
includes o lot of practice runs, On week-
ends he treats himself (o a two or three
hour ron in nearby Afton State Pork, with
shoricr moming or evening nins during
the week.

His wife, Tesch Linsley, has gotien
used to the morathons, but admits she still
worries that 50 miles might be too long,

For awhile during the Superior 5001, he
wais wormied, 1oe, The race stared before
dawn, on & rnm?ﬂni_ 73] -I:l'ln"j' aml dark
thiid TLIHETs e fﬁm:d h: WL i |-:|.1

e

md!lighmrlg mulidndlnﬂ:ugl-num A'

layer of wet leaves also made footing
ireacherouns. Early in the race, Rorke
alipped and fell, skinning his knee. With
blood irickling down his leg, he hobbled
on for another 11 hours,

“Fifty-milers are really different from
marsthons, The main competition you
feel is with yourself,” he snid. “Just fin-
ishing the race is such an accomplish-
ment. Mot runners don’  feel as competi-
tive, as they do in shorier moes,

N o can | COmpane Your time io Bome-
one else’s, because vou don’t know what
race that person ran the week before,”
Rorke continued, “or what they might be
nunning mext week, All you really con-
centrate on is finishing ... and nol getting

Phicas by SFC Judy Ogand

struck by lightning.”
Oten, be noted, ultrn marathoners meost
difficult competition is with themselves,
“Atone point (during the Superior 50},
I thought, *‘what am [ doing, nmning
through the woods in the pouring min,
with lighining flashing and meétal on my

MARATHON MAN — Minnesota
Army Guard 55gt. Robert Rorke
enjoys a lunchtime workout at the
state capitol in 5t. Paul.

head,'™ he said, Although the storm sob-
sided, it wos still raining when Rorke
crossed the findsh line.

He had to retire a pair of running shoes
after the race.

Baut running is worth the extra trouble
for Rorke, understandably still stim in his
A,

“It"s mot jusi exercise. [t ies inbo every
axpect of my life,” he observed. “True,
it" s 2 good way of staying in shape for the
APFTs ( Army Physical Fitness Test), but
it"s more important 1o know you can set
goals and reach them. People necd those
extr goals in their lives.”

His APFT scores are psually “shove
avernge,” said Rorke, who took o fest one
day before his 30-mile run last year,

Hl.tphﬂmuplwfnr long races, like his
phl]nmphy for life, is well-defined.

Emlumm: i in por m.ergn.mllym

‘l'uulll:nnlha:st:l:uﬂy rmlwnlur:hmtl'ur

roots on the path, and vou think about the
finish kine.

“When you hit the wall in o mornthon,
you might think, *1 only have four miles
lefi," Focke added. "But at mile 38 (in
the Superior Trail 500, | thought, “Wow,
I only have 12 miles left.,™

Besides his pan-time Guard job, Rorke
works full-time as athind grade teacher at
Putnam Elementary School in nofheast
Minneapolis. He also dabbles in commu-
mity theater and works as o volunieer
reader to clomentary students, Last year
he earmed a master’s degree from Humling
University in St Panl. He and his wife
liwe in Boseville, Minn., with their twa

10 5oy
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Cal. Arthur Wyman (left) accapts
the 201h Division's best squad
traaphyy,

Command and Genearal Staff
Officer course top grad, KMaj

Jetfrey Connelly (right).

Py -

Col. Frank Tius orche-
siraled a law sympao-
sium for peacekeapers,

1
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GCOMMAND

“It"s just @ great way of integrating the
Army, and it offers us great proamise for
this maost significant issue of developing
confidence in one another,” snid Schulte
of the decision to give an Anmy Guand
officer an active duty command,

"I want io coptribule fo the Army's
suceess and contribule 10 the Army’s
misskon,” sdded Schuliz wwho kast spring
personally nominated Audino for the tour
that is i cxtension of the command inte-
grafion program begun more than three
FEors agh.

Active Army Lt, Col, John Hennigon
took command of the Army Guord's 151
Banalion, 14131 Field Anillery i Losisi-
ana lor bwo years in October 1996, Since
then, three other high-ranking active Army
officers have assumed Army Gusrd coms-
mandle, and §2 others huve laken on op-
erations, execulive officer and chiel of
sinff duties in other units across the cowd-
iry.

Anding has benefited from former
Army Chiefof Staff Gen, Denmnds Reimer's
Drecember 1998 directive to albow Guard
oificers 10 assume similar positions in a
one-for-one exchange.

Active Army L1, Col. Michael Chesney
isexpected to ke command of a Ver-
mont Army Guard armor battalion Later

this year. Also this year, Colorsdo
Army Guard Maj. Kenneth Luall
hasbeenslated iotake churge of on
nctive Army field anillery battal-
pon af Fort Sill, and nctive Army
Lt Col, Gary Geibel will take com-
mand of a Colorado Guard artil-
lery battalion,

“This is one more importizn step
wward a fully seamless Army,”
sabd Lt Gen, James Hill, | Corps
compunder, who has welcomed
Audine's move to expansive For
Lewis which, along with the 500-
sqquane-mile Yokima Training Cen-
ler, isconsidered one of the Army s
most pristinge posts. Majestic
Mount Roinier owers over ihe
landseape.

“We're going to have this
change of comumand, and an sctive
unit will walk off with & com-
munder,” Hill added. “The fact he
is o Mational Guard commander
will be imrelevant to everybody,
He’ll be a commander, and that’s
an irpasrtant step,”

Becoming part of Gen,
Shinseki’s push for a more mobile
ey has been a bonis for Audine
who learned of his selection last
May. Shinseki replaced Reimer as
Army chief of siaff in July, He
outlined his plans for the drmatic trans-
formation during the Association of the
U.S, Army’s annual meeting in Washing-
b, D0 Tt Ot 12

"l was at thot meeting.” explaimed
Auding who had moved o Washington
for full-time duty with the Mational Guard
Bureau in January 197, He was a Con-
gressional Fellow and the military begis-

from Col. Mark

Photo by M3gl. Bob Hasked

HISTORIC EXCHANGE - Lt. Col. Ernest
Audino (right) accepts the 1-33rd Armor colors
Hertling, commander of the
3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division.

lative assistant lor ULS. Sen. James
JefMords of Vermsont when he learned that
he and his wife Marie and their two chil
dren wonlid Best be mwoving ncnoss-the
couniry o the otheér Wn:.hlngl.-l,:lrl.
“When Gen. Shinseki said the move to
new, lighter, wheeled vehicles would in-
volve units il Fort Lewis, it certainly got
miy atlention,” Audino recalled, 1 was

pleasantly surprised and excited at
the smme time.

“I miszed being in uniform ull-
timee, I missed being in the military
community foll-time,” zaid
Aunding of his decision 1o returm (o
active duty after leaving the Army
i Seplembser 1989,

He earned his law degree from
Vermont Law School in 1993, and
he practiced environmental law
fior three yeors in Mompelier. He
glso rose o cxecutive officer, see-
ond in command, within 8 Ver-
micnl Army Gunnd armaored batial-
ion headguarters.

CE5MMeil Ciotolais anold friend
froom his Army past who called
Aundimo “a magnificent mon™ and
the mght Mational Guard officer
for the job at Fonl Lewis.

Ciotoks was his platoon sergeant
for 18 months in Germany when
Audino, & new second lieutenant
out of West Point, wis the Xnd
Flatoon leader in Brovo Company,
Is1 Battalion, 33rd Armor,

“He was young, brash and full
of confidence,” Ciotola recalled.
“He also told us there was a lot he
didn't know, and that we would
have to teach him.™

Crotola clearly made o losting
imipression. Audime introdoced Ciotoln
on thol Wednesday morming af Fort Lewis
ns his new comanand sergeant major after
grecting the saldicrs in his old bapalion
that is now facing many chinges.

e thing, however, has not changed.

“There's no substitute for shoosting
straight,” Audino observed, “That"s still
the: job at hand.”
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* Empire Example

o G.I. Gu;r

. Targatnd

for Kosovo

Empire State Guard leaders
tnught the Guard's crises manage-
mem and cmergency-response
meles to senior defense and security
policy officials from 26 European
andl Asian countries recendly.

The special seminar was part of
the George C. Marshall Center for
Security Stisdies” | 5-wock course
in democratic defense manage-
ment. Based in Gurmisch, Ger-
many, the center creates a stable
RECUMLY environment in Europe
and Eurasia by promoting peaceful
engagement and parinerships.

“Designating the New York
Mational Guand to provide this
teaching block is a nuural given
their leadership role as one of the
premier reserve military forces in
the nation,” said Dy, Paul Horman,
corse director,

Mations represemted included
seventl former republics of ihe
Soviet Union and Yegoavia,

New York Guard instructors
taught from their own experience,
including their rapid response to
the 1996 TWA Flight 800 air di-
saster and the January 1998 ice
storm in the Mortheast.

Class members also leamed
about the Giard's history, demo-
graphics and changing roles and
the states innovative GuardHELP
program, which puts New York
Gioard umits in local neighborhoods
where they provide community
improvements,

TS

M ARYLAND

Thirty-four members of the
Boise-hased 124th Security Forces
Squadmn deployed 1o South Ko-
rea recently for on annual exercise
thai helped train LS, and host-
nation forces o defend the penin-
suls.

Foal Eagle "9 testad resr-area
profection operations and major
command, conirol and communi-
cialions sysicms.

The iwo-week exercise involved
about 30,000 sabdicrs, sailors,
airmen and Marines from every
branch of the U5, military. The
tramning also included more than
SO0, Republic of Korea sol-
idiers.

The Idaho security squadron,
which was panicipating in the
maneuvers for the first time, was
the largest Air Guard wmit bvvined
o the exencise,

The unit performed perimeler
‘defense and patrolling a1 Osan Air
Base. They also wers tested on
their ability to rapidly deploy
forces in response 1 hostile or
ernergency sitkakion,

The Guundemen and wiomen
used night-vision devices, mini-
intrusion detection systems, carly
warning devices and weapon sys-
tems during the exercise,

Foal Eagle was the largest exer-
cise the Idalo secunty force was
ever involved in, The penimeter
defense alone included nearly 700
security people.

By Maj. Pauline Geraci
Minnesone Natonal Guard

Forty-five members of the Gopher State Army
National Guard's Battery E, 1515t Field Artillery
(Target Acquisition), 34th Infantry Division (Red
Bull} werne ordered to federal active duty and
deployed to Kosovo in an effort 1o help maintain
the peace in the troubled region.

This same unit provided a contingent of 31
citizen-soldiers o suppont U5, operations in
Bosnia from August 1996 to April 1997, Ten of
those same soldiers have again deploved to
Kosovo,

The unit, based in Anoka, spent a few days at

the LL5. Army"s Fon Benning, Ga., undergoing
theater-specific pre-deployment training, before
iruveling o Kosovo,

The citizen-soldiers are expected 1o serve on
active duty for approximately six months, but no
end date has been given. Legally, they could be
oat duty for up to nine months,

The unit’s mission is 1o use redar equipment to
detect and track the fining of various types of
ammunition (primary artillery and mortars, )

In Kosoveo, the radar will be used 10 ensure
compliance with the Dayton Accord cease fire
agreement. It also is a “force protection”™ mea-
sure that will help ensure the: safety of United
States and North Atlantic Treaty Organization

roops serving in ihe region.

“As the role of the military changes, this is
another example of how our active duty military
forces cannot perform their mission without the
support of the National Guard,” noted a Minne-
sotn spokesperson,

More than 200 Gopher State Air National
Guard men and women supparted humanitarian
airlift operations to Albania and Macedonia lnst
spring and summer.

Twenty-one citizen-soldicrs wilh the state’s
Army National Guard — all air traffic controllers
--are currently on active duty in Kuwait support-
ing Operation Southern Watch, an effort to en-
force the no-fly zone over D,
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# From

the Dick Act

t o

Y2 K

Century of
CHANGE

5 the pew century begins it seems appeopriate (0

reflect on what the Guard accomplished during

the 19005, & period that saw the Guard change
immensely.

That change began with the passage of the Dick Actof
1903, The Dick Act — named after Ohio congressman
and Guard general Charles Dick — gave birth to the
nmd#ﬂNaﬂDﬂllﬁMﬂI.TM#lgrﬂﬂﬂdll'ﬂ:m‘ganizﬂj
militia {later called the Mational Guard) federal funding,
which helped better equip units and pay for summer
camps. In return, the various state militias agreed 1o
conform to federal standands for training.

Federal funding of the Gunnd would increase dramati-
cally in the 20th century, but each new increase woukd
carry with it added missaons. Largely ignored by both the
states and the federal government in
the 19ih Century, the Guard became
the tool of ehoice in the 20th Cemury
whie variety of missions —
fighting drug interdiction and
disaster relief, o name just a few.

This increasing reliance on the
Guard also prompted a number of
inveduntanly call-ups for deployment
ahroad. This activity, taken for
granted today, was cause for signifi-
cant legal debate at the tum of the
century. The Constitution states that
the militia can be called out only “1o
execute the laws of the Union, sup-
press insurrection, and repel inva-
sions.” However, the federn] govern-

L A

winter of 1917, among the first Ameri-
can troops 10 see combat.

Along with the 281h Division, these
units were essential in stopping the last
great German offensive in the spring of
1918.

World War 1 was truly the Guard's
War. Forty percent of the divisions (o
see combat were Guard. The 30th Divi-
sion, from Tennessee and the Casolinas,
carmed more Medals of Homor (12) than
any other, OF the cight divisions rated
the best by the German General Saaff,
six were Guand — the 26th, 28th, 32nd,
33rd, 37th and 42nd,

Peaple tend to forget that by the time
the 1.5, enicred WWII in late 1941,
many Guardsmen had been on active
duty for overa year. In Sepiember 1940,
the firstof 300,034 Guardsmen reported
for active duty. It was the largest peacetime mobilization
in L1.5. history.

Al war’s onsel there were 18 Guard divisions, ond 16
inthe Regular Army. A 19th Guard division, the Americal,
was orgasized in the Pacific, and three National Gusrel
regiments were used 10 “round out”™ (o later term) thres
Regular divisions (the Tth, 8th and Z5th Infaniry Divi-
s ) that hod only two regiments in them. Twenty Timee
Guard flymng squadrons joined the
nation’ s active duty Army Air Forces.

Wherever blood was being shed,
Cuand divisions were there. They
made assoull lomdings on beaches
across the world — the 34th in Norh
Africa, *Texas's™ 36th nt Salerno and
Southern France, the 45th ot Sicily
and Southem France as well. The 315t
made an assault landing in New
Cuimen. The 317ih and 40th landed in
Luzon, while the Americal landed in
the smhem Philippines. Of course,
the Yh Infantry DAvison CAme srss
in thee first wave at Normandy.

In 1947, with the creation of 2 sepa-
rate Air Force, the National Guond

ment was nol going tospend millions . split into Army and Air components.
of dollars on the Guard if it was Photo courtesy o NGAUS Thus. befone “Jointess™ became fash-
limited to be a domestic police force, _. lonable in the rest of the Department
with the additional mission o defend FUNDING a FUTURE of Defense, it was being practiced
g - Charles Dick, an Ohlo con- . :
against Canada and Mexico. gressman and Nati onal Wik occasional arguments and mis-
New laws were passed in 1908 and Guard general, helped usher understandings) ot the highest levels

1916 expanding the length of me
and the geographic area Guardmem-
bers could serve. Even so. when
158,664 citizen-soldiers were called
wpto protect the LS. border from the
incursions of Mexican bandit Pancho Villa, they were
not allowed to cross into Mexican territory. Instead,
Gen, “Block Jack” Pershing used Regular Army iroops
1o pursoe Villa into Mexico, while the Guard protected
the border.

As the Mexican border call-up was winding down,
Crerman submarine warfare was dragging the isolation-
ist United States into the first World War, WW1 brought
on & total mobilization of the Guard - by Augusa 5, 1917
all 379,701 Guardsmen wereon activeduty. The Guand's
2th and 42nd Divisions mshed ‘Over There” in the

Act.

in the modern Guard with
the passage of 1903's Dick

of the National Guard.

The new Air National Guard got a
chance to prove its valoe almost im-
medimely. Eighty percent of the Air
Chuard (45,594 men) were called up
for the Korcan War, along with 138,600 Army Guards-
men, Two tactical fighter wings, consisting of six squad-
rons, went 1o Korea, while another 10 squadrons de-
ployed to Furope to make sure the Warsaw Pact didn't
take advantage of thedistruction” in Korea. The Army
Ciuard sent two divisions (the 40th and 45th Infaniry ) and
40 other combat and combat support anits 1o Korea, An
even larger contingent — including another two divi-
shones, the 28th and 43rd Infantry, went 1o NATO.

The second half of the 20th century would sec far more
deployments, though none would ever equal in scale the

three mobilizations of the first half of
the century.

During the Berlin Crisis of 1961-62,
44,371 Army CGuardsmen and 21,067
citizen-airmen were mobilized, includ-
ing the first Guard women. Most were
on active duty for about a year. Later
that decade. following the setzure of the
LU 5.5. Puchlo and the lnunching of the
Tet offensive in Vietnam, 10,511 air-
men and 12,234 soldiers were mobi-
lized. Four tactical fighter squadrons
deployed 10 Vietnam, while the Army
Guard sent over 7,000 soldiers - mostly
s filbers.

In evaluating the aftermath of the war
- e first one the L5, had ever Jost -
senior military leaders concloded that
without public support, wars could not
be won, That support would only come
if thve Gruard and Reserve, rooted in thousands of commu-
nities asound the nation, were involved.

As 1 resuli, the number of Guard deployments — many
having mothing to do with fighting wars — woald grow
remirkibiy.

The trend began with the mobilization of 4,481 Army
Guardmembers for the Cuban Refugee crisis in 1980
The 1983 Grenada invaston saw 250 Alr Guardsmen
mobilized. In 1989 Operation Just Cause in Panama siw
almaost 1,000 Guardmembers mobilized,

Operation Desert ShieldMesert Storm in 1990-91
showed the success and the fuilure of the Department of
Defense’s pew policy regarding the use of the Guard anc
Reserve,

While the Air Guard and the Alr Force integrated in o
virtsally seamless manner, and thousands of Army
Guardmembers provided the necessary combat support
mﬂmﬂmmppﬂﬂfufu:fwinlhndmm.ﬂw
integration of Guard maneuver brigades flopped. The
“Roundout” concept, designed in the 1970s to force the
Active Army to deploy Guard combat brigndes when it
sent its divisions to war, was ignored. With the exception
of two Teld artillery brigades (who performed cxtremely
well}, no Army Guard combat units made it to Southwest
Asia. “Roundout” was scrapped after the war,

Despite losing over 100000 positions between 1989
and 1999, the rate of deployments for the Cuard picked
up in the 90s. The Guard help Restore Hope in Somalia
in 1993 und Uphold Democracy in Haiti from 1954096,
Peacekecping missions in Bosaia, lrag and Kosovo are
still pngoing.

Of course, this list of deployments doesn’t begin o
cover the times the Guard has mobilized for natural
(Hexsters or 1o maintain law and order. In 1993, nearly
8,000 Guardsmen and women were called out during the
greas floods in the Midwest. The previous year 11,398
Californians were called up to quell rioting following the
Rodney King verdict.

That list doesn’t address the tens of thousand of Guard-
members who have volunteered around the ghobe, buikd-
ing roads and schools inimpoverished Central and South
Amertcan countries, peacekeeping in the Sinai, or sup-
porting scientific research in Amarcuica.

Two things are ceriain: no one could have predicied
the legacy left by the Guard af the 20th century; and we
can only dream about what the Guard will be called upon
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TEXAS TOUGH - A C-23
Sherpa (above) departs Solo
Cano Air Base bound for
Guatemala. Texas Army Guard
Sgt. Kevin Locke (right), a
Sherpa flightengineer, signals

aforkiift operator to reposition
a crate.

Texas Sherpa crew faces
unique challenges flying in
Central America
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Mountain Wings

By SFC Brends Benner
Texan Netiomal G uord

T hi pilots stared abhend nervously,
scarcely able to believe whal
awaited them
There was only half arunway, crowded
i omee end by a large hill, power lines and
o shack. Construction workers, armed
with hand-held hammers and chisels,
chipped away ai the dilapiduied turmac,
Landing on their first npproach wis ot
in option, First, they made a low pass at
SO0 feet to clear the area of workers,
pedestrinns, cyclists, horses and hogs.
The scene, complete with a jungle, is
stereotypically third world, And the fly-
ing - the old-fashioned, seat-of-your.
pants kind == is simply out-of-this-workd,
There was no doubt that these pilots are
oot landing in the fAntlands of Texas, This
adventurous landing came compliments
of Puerto Barrios, Guatemnly, The C-23
Sherpa crew from the Texas Army Na-
tional Guard, eamed their mountzin wings
while supporting Operation MNew Honi-
rons 1994,

Cne of only two Sherpas in Texas, and
one of just 43 in the Army's invenlbory,
this boxy, twin-engine transport provided
a unigue sirborne silhoustie in te zkies
over Latin Amerca.

Dwaring a recent assignment a4l Sobo
Cana Air Base, Homduras, “001° Betsy,”
as her crew affectionately calls ber, joined
Magionnl Guard avintors and aircrnfi from
several other states 0o hnul tons of cargo
and people throughout a four-country
regisL

They did not leave Texas empty-
handed, Their plane, fully loaded with a
surgical team and cases of medical sup-
plies and instruments, helped keep a hi-
manitarian mission bound for westem
Honduras on cotrse.

Without the support of the Texas
Guard's Detachment 2, Company H,
17154 Aviation, many of the medical mis-
sions originating in the Lone Star Siate
would never materialize,

CWO Jumes Jackson, the aviabion
detachment’s commander, said that the
mission provided many inleresting chal-
lenges for his crew of three.

“Flying in such mountainogs errain
and getting used to new procedires is 3
good experience for us,” he said. “We'ne
dealing with a steep leaming carve.”

Although the experienced crew had
topged hundreds of Might hours elsewhene,
there's no substitute for lanching st unfa-
miliar airstrips while communicating with
Spanish-speaking air traffic controllers
and airport. officials. Forunstely, their
broken English was more advanced than
the Sherpa crew’s Spanish.

Jackzon said that he understood about
half of the instructions and wished he had
an inlerpreter:

“Once we feel we know what's going
on, we land."” he said.

Sgi. Kevin Locke, a flight engineer,
suad he has eapoved this particalar Honduo-
Fis IMESSion.

“It's spontanecus every day and I'm
having a blast,” he said.

As'a flight engineer, one of Locke's
many ihilitics is supervisang (he
Ioasding and unloading of cargo. He en-
sures the load®s weight snd halonce ore
perfect for flying. Often be has to make
last minute reconfigurations of the
Sherpa’s removable seats 1o accommo-
daie the load.

“ At Solo Cano, we gel our missions a
day or so in advance,” said Locke. 1
never know what type of cargo 1'm going
io pick up. One day it's o helicopier en-
gine, the next it"s 1,000 pounds of medi-

Cargo concerns are only one piece of

Photos by SFC Brenda Banner

the complex puzzle that makes this Cen-
tral America flying expeniance sounigiie,

Rugged terrain and weather must also
e Factored in,

Flying higher than is necessary. back
home, the uppressurized Sherpa mist
cruise ot 12,000 to 13,000 fee. At this
altitude, the pilots rely on their oxygen
masks 10 help combat the thin air.

Rowline afternoon thunderstorms build
up on the mountain ranges and sweep
over the valleys with short notice.

“It gets bad out here when they Kick
up,” said Locke. “The mountains hide the
storms, We can't fly over most of them
because they are 40,000 (o 50,000 feet
high.”

*They are really humongous, and they
pack 1 lot of turbulence and lightening,™
Jackson added.

Completely avoiding these high en-
ergy storms is nod a5 easy as it seems, [ a
proposed bypass foate delivers the air-
craft over a neighboring country’s air-
space, the lack of prior diplomatic clear-
pnces can bust o mission,

Matwrnlly, avintors are pist of ense when
walched by the enormous “eve in the
sky.” But radar covernge is not 100 per-
cent all-inclusive in Central Amenca.

"The signals from navigational aids nre
not as strong as back home,” noted Jack-
son. “We lose contact with the air traffic
controllers on every Might, 1I°s ennerving
during periods when no one is wilching
s, %0 we contimsously make position
neports.”
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