PRESENCE PATROLS
Morth Carolina, Olda-
homa infantrymen keep
the peace in Bosnia
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Former

W D.C. Army, Air Guard
troops help usher Presi-

dent Bush into office

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
and SFC Eric Wedeking
National Cisard Burean

Thn: raw, rainy Saturday aftermoon
did not dompen SrA. Timo-
thy King's youthful enthusiasm
a5 he stood ready 1o carry an Air National
Guard flag dowm Pennaylvanm Avenoe
on Jan. 20,

“I think it"s awesome. 115 incredible,™
smid the former Marine of
the fact that the new Presi-
diend of the United States he
was helping to honor in
Washington, [.C., ancs
belonged to the Air Guard,

King. 24, has for the past
vear belonged 10 the Dis-
trict of Columbia Air
Guard’s 1131h Wing based
at Andrews AFB in Mary-
lonad. He &5 a member of the
wing's honor guard,

He did not think twice
sbout carrying the bright
blue guidon in froat of the
nearly 100 Air Guard mem-
bers who marched in the
insugural parade for Presi-
denl George Walker Bush, a former Texas
Adr Guard fighter pilot.

“Awesome. Outstanding. I'll do it ina
hearibeat," said King when asked to cormy
ithat flag mearly twomiles while manching
in his very first parade. That is precisely
whnt he did.

I all, 1,114 men and women from the
DuC. Mationnl Guard fook part in the
inaugural sctivities. [t is w special ritual,
pointed out Maj. Gen. Wamen Freeman,
the commamding generl, becmse tha

MEWSPAPER of thae ARMY and AIR NATIONAL GUARD

Mational Guard force is the only one in
the country that answers directly 1o the
president. Other stse National Guaord
forces serve thelr govemmdors, unbess mido-
hilized for federal duty.

Mearly 100 DnC. Army Cruanrd oldiers
alzo marched in the parside.

Aarrvy Guoed Mg Enrgue Young and
Air Guard Col. Linda McTague marched
in frond of the Army and Air Force col-
umns a5 members of joinl staffs repre-
senting those services® active, Guord and
Rieserve compansns.

Oither [.C. troops did their pan.

Mearly 400 Army Guard military po-
lice and Air Guard securnty force peopls
directed traffic and pedestrians on the
cagital's busy streets while helping the:

Phcto by TSel. Corensa Brocks

EYES LEFT - District of Columbla Alr
marchers (right) salute thair new commander
in chief during the inaugural parade Jan, 20,

Metropolitan Police manage the inaugu-
ral crowd.

And a [00-member Army Cuanrd resc-
thmi fioree was sent from the DU, Armaory
dovwmniown to the MCI Center, Those Citi-
ren-sobdiers stood by in case they wene
neded o helpcontrol demonstratons who
were attempling o disrupl the parsde,

Other police sgencies kepd the demon-
strators under control, hiwever, and the

B Sec INAUGURATION, page 5
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Guardsman inaugurated

Piiolo by M3glh Richard Pedking
Massachusetts S35gt. Allen Bachand, &

member of the 102nd Fighter Wi
curity Forces Squadron, fires an M-16 pri-
or to competing in _ : a
worldwide Alr Force security forces com-
petition. The Air Guard team finished Bth.
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Guard Gushing

Heaving jusi read the “Actively
Agitated” letber in your December
issue, | would like to assare the letter
writer that not all active duty soldiers
consider Guamdmembers to be “secongd-
class citizens,”

As the Public Affairs Sergeant Major
for Forces Commuand, | want to make it
absolutely clear that we conld not get
oar job done without the professional-
asm, lurd work and outstanding suppon
of our fellow Public Affairs Guand-
members and Reservists,

SGM Carol A, Sobel
L5 Ay

Comparing Components

1 was reading your December paper
andd the letter regarding the negative
opinicns about the National Guard held
by =ome active component soldiers
struck home.

Since my time in the Guard, | have
heard a pumber of less-than-desirable
remarks such as “Masty Guand™ mmd
“No GOs." Our troops go through the
snme basee training a8 aclive conipo-
nent soldiers and our NODES schools
follow their teachings and are certified,

The avernge Guardsman and woman
has 1o perform anywhere from 3 o 4
jobs on & drill weekend, They have two
days a month, and 15 days a year to get
it right — wnel miest test oul on their
eviluations o prove it The active sol-
dier has 330 or 20 days o year Lo get it

right. We do all these tasks while hobd-
ing down a civilinn job,

I gse to be in an Armor unil. They
went o the feld for gunnery several
times a year, and most every time,
gualified those crews. On most of hose
drills, Fricay was spent travelling. You
ghot all day and night Sanirday. You
cleaned up and umed in on Sunday,
We gualified most of our crews in one
day anel had active duty evalualors 1o
ensure we did it Aght. The active com-
ponent wnils that T have seen sef up on
range for the better pan of 2 week 1o
complete the same task.

I'm currently in a transportation undt.
We pull many missions, taking us all over
the country, We have thousands of safe
draving hours and an oulstanding equip-
ment movement recond, Not bad for @
bunch of “weekend warriors,™

I have seen a lot of good people in the
Croard, and it gets old being bashed all the
time.

SSgt. David M. Bailey
Linriviana Nattonal Guard

Making a Birthday Wish

The Guard has reasons fo celebraie
on many occasions, We have promotion
parties, end-of-annual training parties
and end-of-drill partics. Seasonally, we
celebrate with the holiday meal,

One occasion we don’t celebrate is
Dec. 13, 1636, That's right, the Guard’s
birthday. This cvent is significant for
MY reasons.

First, it is mice to recogmize that an
organization is one year older. 1T noth-
ing else, celebrating another binhday
significs that the organization has soe-

cecded in doing whatever it was meant
b oy iy 1636,

Second, the National Guard is the
obdest arm of the U, 5. military cstab-
Hishment. The regular Army can claim
il is the oldest professional foree (es-
tablished June 14,1775, but only the
Guard can (race its heritoge i 1636,
shen it wat the militia.

Third, the Guard®s birthday remimds
us the U, 5, Constitution mandated the
militia™otionnl Guard io be a part of
our military tradition. Through a com-
hination of his{oric precedendts nnd
political pressures of the time, the
frameers. of the Constitution spelled ot
o military structure that relied on a
stle-supplied malitia in time of need.

All in all, the Guard®s birthday, of
which few in the Guand are aware, is
impartant. For those of us who revel ini
histary, the Guard is the oldest. For
those proud of another vear of accom-
plishments, then Dec. 13 is your day.

For those who don’t core either way
bug dho recognize that a birthday s a
reason o celebrate, then congratula-
tions, you're one year older and so is

your Guand,
SFC Bob Wiegers
Mixsour Narfonal Guard

LETTERS PoOLICY:

‘Letters 1o the Editor” are subject
to editing lor space and styla con-
siderations.

Owr e-mall address is:

malthanan & ngb.ang.afl.mi

Letters may ba FAXed to: DSN
327-3686 or (703) 607-3686.
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“I think | know what the Army did with all those garrison caps.”
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= Tuskegae Time

m Clintons Recalled m Guardsman Grieved

- Tuskegee heroes honored

B Air Guard acad-
emy hosts African-
American aviators

By M5gt, Bob Haskell
MNorione! Cuard Biarenn

rederick Dougles leumed
more about his African-
American heritage thanbe
expected while attending the Air
Mational Guerd”s academy for
noncommissioned officers Feh,
13, That's when a handiul of
able Tuskegee Airmen bam-
stormed into Knoxville, Tenn.,
io tell their Wordd War 11 stary
during Black History Month,
February is a busy month for
the remaining black veterans
eimbent on telling the story of how
they had to fight racial prejudice
for the right 1o fight for their
couniry. Some took just four
days off in Febroary 2000,
Dowglas is 34 ond a iechnical
sergeant in the Pennsy | vania Air
Chuard, He has virwally the same
name &% Frederick Douglass, 8

Phota courlesy of tha Tennesses MNaticnal Guard

fumous 1%h century African-
American orator, wniler and abo-
litionist == one of the first promi-
nent civil rights champions.

Douglas acknowledged that
he knew only a littke about the
all-black Army Air Corps avia-
turs, who began breaking down
the military 's mcial barmers i
1941 inthe same way that Jackie
Robinson cul across major
league baseball’s color line
neirly six years later.

“They were never mentioned
in our history books,” Douglas
said. “But a lot of black Ameri-

cans hive not been included in
our history books, such as the
ofies who fought during ihe
Revolutionary and Civil Wars
and the buffalo soldiers who
helped tame the West.™

An asditorium full of blue-
suled een and women, includ-
ing ROTC cadets I'ri:ni?llm:ﬂﬁ-
cal high schools and the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, know a bot
mare aboit the Africon- Amer-
canaimmen and wioamen — mimed
for the esstem Alahams (own
where they trained -~ following
that Tuesday’s program at the

FLYING FANS - Alr Guard
officer candidates seek
Leonard Hunter's auto-
graph after a Black History
Month presantation.

LG, Brown Air National Guard
Training and Education Center,

The seven Tuskegee represen-
talives, in distinctive red blaz-
erx, included three of the fighter
pilods who never lost a gingle
American bomber o cnemy air-
craft during escort duty over Nazi
Europe. One was a bomber pilot
who trained hard but never
served oversens,

“They were heroic partici-
pants in our American history.”
said Col. Glen Knable, the Ten-
nessee Adr Guard's 134th Air
Refucling Wing commander.

Yer, undil the HBO movie
“Tuskegee Airmen ™ hit the nir-
wavesin U5, most American’s
had never heard of the 99th
Fighter Squadron or the 332nd
Fighter Group or the African-
American men who refused o
vield to that era’s racisi ways,

“The segregation in the South

B See TUSKEGEE, page 13

Military social aide recalls duty with Clintons

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Metrtomad Gruard Burean

president who talked Arknnsas col-

lege basketball for 10 minuies with

the Easter Seal poster chikd on a
Monday moming after Easter. A first lady
who immediately requested that “someone
getSocks™ when ayoung vistior asked iosee
the first cat. A first couple that graciously
hosted the president of the People’s Repub-
lic of China during a state dinner in the
aubumn of 1997,

Shirbey McVicker, a major in the Louksi-
una Adr Guard, has a mental diary filled with
personable stories about Bill and Hillnry
Rodham Clinton and service at the White
House. The National Guard Bureau's new
chiel of protocol shared sormse of those memo-
ries in January -- nine days before the end of
ihe Clinlon presidency.

MeVicker was a military social aide af the
White House for more than half of the eight

years that the Clintons lived there,

The additional duty never got old. “How
could you nod remain in awe of the While
House?” said McVicker who served hercom-
munder-in-chiel from September [994 10
September 1998 and who returned for g fiew
mure months in early 1999 1o help orches-
trutethe North Atlantic Treaty Organization™s
S0th anniversary celebration,

She is believed to be the first member of

FIRST AIDE - Ma). Shirley McVicker
(center), flanked by the Clintons.

thae Air National Goard 10 sérve as the senior
Air Force aide and the first member of any
reserve oomponent o become the senior
aidhe forthe 50 or so officers from all services
who discrectly execute all alficial events —
from bill signings to Christmas receptions
= held ot the White House.

M Vicker was the senior Adr Force aid for
18 months and the senior aide for the entire
program during her final full year - while
she was also assigned full-time (o the Na-
tional Guard Bureau in Arfington, Va., and
while she was pursuing her American Uni-
versity law degree af nights.

Military xides, McVicker explained, are
the people in formal dress oniforms who
greet the guests - including foreign leaders
and football players — when they come to the

MW See McVICKER, page 4
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White House and who kecp ev-
ery ovent flowing smoothly with-
oult interfering with or overshad-
owing the president or first lady.

“We provide their comfor
ronee in their own bome,” said
MeVicker. A “pull-oiT aide,” for
example, stands io the right of
the first coople in a receiving
line andd subtly urges sinr-strack
visitors fo move along with a
slighi movement and o Whiwe
House stare. “They ged the mes-
sape.” smiled MeVicker.

“Wie represent onr services.
We also represent the entire
country,” she ndded. She was
ihe firsit Amencon o greet every
internationil dignitory whao #l-
tended President Clinton's 1995
reception af the New York Pub-
li¢ Library during (he 30th anmi-
versary of the United Mations.

It's ey 1o make the case tt
Shirley McVicker from Char-
lodie, N.C., has come a long way
since joining the Air Force as a
security police dog handler in
July 1975 and since entering the
Air Guord in September 1981,
She first served i Washington
in 1988, She eamed her com-
mission as an intelligence of-
ficer in August 1989, She is also
a competitive skeet shooter.

She Mirst visited the White
Hoose with her parents when
Lyndon Johnson was president,
Me Vicker recalled. She has since
come (o know it as few people
do. She has seen, for example,
the seorch marks left from 1814
when British soldiers burmed the
presidential mansion

Take the East Room, Mc-
Vicker related. It has been used
for stringing up loundry, Presi-
dent Carter’s daughter Amy
roller-skated on the hardwood
floor. Theodore Roosevelt’s
daughter was married there.
Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses Grant
and John F. Kennedy nre among
the seven deceased presidents
‘who have lain in state there.

McVicker has also come o
know the Clintons as gracious
hosis who have made everyons
feel comforable and important
in the historical home.

When she was near the end of
her tenure as senior aide,
McVicker related, Hillary
Clinton aid to her: * “You'ne
always here. What am I going to
do without you? ™

0o

Desert IlBtS |IIIIIIII'BI| at ‘tomb’

B ‘We could not have
done it without them’

By MSgt. Bob Huskell
Netional Geard Bureau

he leaders of this nution's two

largest military reserve forces hog-

ored their velerans of Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm by laying
o wreath at the United States’ mosi bal-
fowed shoipe recently,

Lt Gen. Russell Davis, National Gunsd
Bureau chief, and Maj, Gen. Thomas
Plewes, Army Reserve chief, commema-
rated the 10th anniversary of the massive
campaign al the Tomb of the Unknowns
in Arington National Cemetery.

Approximately 200 atiended the sol-
emn ceremony that honored the nearly
160,000 citizen-soldicrs and airman who
wiere mobilized for and played o vital part
in the Persian Gulf War o decade ago.

Indliana Con Sleve Buyer, an
Aurmy Beseree [leatenant colone] and Gull
Waor veternn, joined Diavis and Plewes for
the full Army Honors wreath ceremony
by 'the 3rd U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard).

“Those who served during Deser
Shield and Desert Storm were truly
America’s crusaders,” said Buyer who
spent fﬁmﬂulnr“lh;hdumr mm

lawyer, *“The ar no hounty
thﬂmy;n nmflhrr left freedom in
their foolsieps.'”
Although po Mational Guard troops
were killed in combat, Davis said he
reflected at the Tomb of the Unknowns
on those who did die,

“Treflected on how much they meant o
their families and how much they con-
iribuied to the Guard that we are all so
proud of today,” Davis explained.

Sixty-three reserve component roops,

Photo by MSgL. John Thamion
STORM SALUTE - Rep. Buyer (center),
flanked by Davis and Plewes, addresses
200 attendees at Arlington cemetery.

inchsding 28 Army Reserve soldiers who
were killed by a SCUD missile ot the
Dhahran Barracks in Saudi Arabin, lost
their lives during the conflict that began
with' devastating nir aftncks on Jan. 17,
1991, It ended with o cease-fire on Feb,
27 following a decisive 100-hour

war victory by ULS.-led coalition forces.

Ten Decembers ago, however, reserve
troops were fully engnged in the mobili-
zation that began the previous August
ofter Iragi forces invaded Kuwait,

When that oil-rich country was Hier-
utesd sin months later, members of the
Guard and Army Reserve comprised 34
percent of the 468 000 LS. service people
who ook port. More than 1GE ()
Ciuardmembers and Reservists wenl (o
the Guif.

"W showed that when we were needed
we were there,” explained Plewes, "We
were there with ready units, and we fit
right into the crganizations thal were over-
seas and thal we were supparting here,

“Wealsodid it very quickly,” the Army
Reserve chiel added. “We showes) tha
we ore sccessible, It was a high-waer
muark in terms of understancing what our
capabilitics are {or Soppofning oar na-

tional military stratogy
ﬁuﬂmﬂﬂﬁm':ummﬂ:w
combat sortics in et fighters, they
showered Il troops with deadly
ﬂnilltqu:in:a:ﬂﬂu:ypufu'n:dl
matltitude of other functions -
from refueling airplanes (o trams-
porting troops and cargo (o caring
for enemy prisoners — Receasary
for sustaining o force a1 war,
Members of the Guard and
Reserve quickly became inte-
grated parners with the active

forces.

The South Caroling Air Guard's
157th Tactical Fighter Squadron
and the 138th from New York
took part in the initial air attack.

Army Guard artillery units from Ar-
kansas and West Virginio fired missions
to support British and French troops, and
Oklaboma’s st Batialion, 158th Field
Artillery, with its multiple launch rocket
system, had the highest rate of fire for any
field artillery banalion in the VI Corps or
Third Army.

Sadly, the Army Reserve’s 14th Chaar-
termaster Detachment, a witer purifica-
tion unit from v Pa., suffered
the highest rate of casualiies for a single
unit. Thirteen were killad by ihe SCUD
missile. That sccounted for nearly 10
percent of the entire country”’s 148 com-
bat deaths.

The Guard and Army Reserve troops

“When the history of Desen Shield and
Desert Storm I written, America’s Re-
werve and Guard forces will receive a
great deal of credit for America’s suc-
ceia,” stated Air Force Gen. Hansford
Johnson in “From Shield o Storm. &
report about the Air Guard®s role in the
Ciulf. He commanded the Military Airdifi
Command i the time.

“Quite simply,” Johnson said, “we
could not have done it without them,”

e ON GUARD
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Guard troops did not have to go
inio the mireel.

“They've been really rowdy
ot times while they're express-
ing themselves, butthey’ vebeen
civil,” said 55gt. Lawanma Man-
ning, ane of the military police
saldiers, who encountered dem-
onstrators during her waich near
Pennsylvania Avenue,

W' re standing by, manning
our stations and performing traf-
fic control. That"s our mission,”
she added.

The Guard memhers were de-
termined to stand
1all partly becaisse
the president’s mils-
tary background
gives them some-
thing in common. o

Hm h m H.m.- .
president with a :
National Guard
background simce
Harry Tnoman as-
sumed the office in
1945. He is the 19th
president who has
served inm  this
nation's National
Guard ormilitia, He
i5 the first president
who hns done his
military duty in one
of the Air Foroe components.

Bush joined the Texas Alr
National Guard in May 1968
and became an F-102 jet fighter
pilot in the 147th Fighter Group
in Houston.

Texas Army Guard MSgi
Larry Todd, 59, a full-time
spokesman for the Texas De-
partment of Criminal Justice,
spoke for all 458,000 men amd
women of the Army and Air
MNotional Guard while helping
murrade the inaugural parsde as it
passed by the While House,

Todd was the only Mational
Guard member asked to help
narrale the presidential parade.
He snapped 1o attention in his
dress green uniform after the
new president armved and said:
“Mr. President, on behalf of the
Texas Air Mational Guard amd

Phato by S5¢1. Dasrall Hudson

DIRECTING - D.C. Sgt.
Cormell James (above)and

the Texas Army National Guard,
your home state’s troops, and
members of the military world-
l.lld.: we wish you m;g,ﬂluln—

muarchers pood reason to look
sharp. That group incleded the
former President Bush who was
4 World War [ Mavy pilot, Sec-
reiary of Siale-designate Colin
Powell who weas chaimman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff 10 years
agoduring the Per-
simn Gulf War, and
Yice President Ri-
chord Cheney and
Secretary of De-
fense Donald

ol -,-- v

and Rumsfeld have
served s secrelur-
ics of defense,
Their knowing
eyes would know
if the military peo-
ple were in step.
The I.C. Guard
members also had

io uphold the Na-
tiomal Guard's tra-

By MSgt. Sean Brannan  ition during this

nation’s S4th presi-
of the militia and Guard have
helped usher every American
president into office beginning
with George Washingion, in
1789, The Guard first marched
in 1809 for James Madison, the
founth president and the first to
have an inangural parade.

“We are proiud o be the only
marching units representing the
Mational Guard from the United
Siates,” said DUC. Army Guard
SFC Sylvia Lynch, who has
muarched in every inaugueral pa-
el sipce Jimmy Caner look
office in 1977,

She woke up af 4 am. on
insuguration day to march for
President Bush.

“T'm prowd,” she sdded, “to
march for o president who has
served in the National Guard.”

INSIDE

THE

INAUGURATION




Nearly 75,000 Army and Air Guardmembers
deployed to Persian Gulf over 10 years ago

By MSgt. Bob Haskell
Narional Griard Burean

t Gen, Jobn Conaway
I wiik 56 that Jamuary while
he paced in the Penta-
gon, as a veteran foothall coach
might stalk the sidelines, during
the long day and night that his
team began playing in the “su-
per bowl.”

It was Jan. 17, 1991, and
Conaway's team, the National
Guard, was teamed up with the
United States Air Force and
Army o third of a world away
aguinst Seddam Hussein®s Iragi
army that had invaded oil-rich
Kuwait five months earlier.

Air Guard F- 16 fighter planes
from South Caroding and New
York were among the ammada of
U.S. warplancs that began the
air war that marked the end of
Operation Desert Shield and the
e gimming of Desert Stom.

Air Guard tankers refucled
L.5.-led coalition fighters high
phove Samdi Arabin. Reconmais-
sance jets from Nevada dodped
surface-to-air missiles while
photographing the damage from
the initial apacks. And Army
Mational Guand trocps anxiously
waited in the desent, wondering
when they would be ordered into
sction against [rag's intimidat-
ing Republican Guurd

The New York Gionts and
Buffalo Bills may have been

preparing for Super Bowl XXV
in Florida that Janunry, but the
Big Game was finally underway
irrthe Persian Gull. America held
1ts breath,

John Bolyn Conaway Was an
Air National Guard three-star
general and Chiefl of the Na-
tional Guard Burean, His team
had alrcady made the varsity.
He vnderstood, perhaps mone
than most, that how well the
Guard's aviators and sobdiers
performed in the Gull would
determine how much the entire
National Guard would play in
the futune,

Desert Shield and Desert
Storm was pol just & gome, Al
stake was an entire [utune. Ten
years later, the Nationall Guard
is still reaping the benefits from
its performance in Southwest
Acia in 1990-91. The Army
Guard's peacekeeping rofations
in Bosnia and Kosove and the
Air Guand's ongoing Northermn
mnd Southern Watch missions
over Irag remain the most vis-
ibbe results of that labor,

Some people have said,
tongue-in-cheek, that it wasn’t
much of awar but il wasthe only
war they had. Conaway main-
tuins it was the right war al the
righttime forthe National Guand.

Inall, 74,815 National Guard
mien and women were mobilized,
From that force, 37,848 Army
Guard soldiers and 5,240 Air

Guoand members went o the Per-
sian Gulf to help protect
America's inferests as mandated
by the 1980 Carter Doctrine.

None were killed in combal.
Allexperienced the exhilaration
and the uncertainty of serving in
a war zone — where SCUD mis-
stles conld shatter the night even
for those who wers not on the
front line.

“It was imporiant for the
Guard to get involved in this
hatnt ... because the sctive duty
force was large enough for this

ieular conflict,” Conaway
related in his 1994 “Oml His-
tory” andd repeated in his 1998
book “Call Our The Guard.”

The 1.5, military. however,
would zoon be reduced in size.
he knew, and National Guard
units would have to be included
in future operations.

“It was important that the
Guard be thene to give o nie 1est
of how we [had] done, It was
like the *Super Bowl'™ said
Conawiy, who had labored at
the National Guand Brirenu since
1977 w modemize the Guoard
andd Toacion it inio the total force
that former Defense Secretary

Melvin Laird had
calbed for in 1970,

Conaway. became
the Guard Bureau’s
chief im Febroary
1990, half a year be-
fore Iy invaded Kuwail.

“In future conflicts we won't
have any choice,” he observed
three years afier the war, “We
had a choice in this one, We had
to determine if we were doing it
right or did we need to change
some things.”

Desert Storm worked espe-
cially well for the Air Guard,
Conaway claimed, and it gave
the Army Gaard a chance to flex
its modernized muscles cven
though the major combat units
did not gel in on the action.

“Without Operation Desen
Storm, we just would nol have
known how good our Air Guard
combat units were,” Conaway
stgted in 1994, “That is just like
thee Fact that we dho ot know hios
good or how bad the mechanized
combat units of the Army Guard
are, bhecanse they did not call
them up and put any of them in
combal with the sctive duty U.S.
Army,” he added.

“We had field anillery bri-
gades over there from the Ammy
Guard pnd o 1ot of combm ser-
vice support, engineers, medical
and military police units. They
distinguished themselves i re-

- :.-.-1..,._

GUARD in the GULF -- A Delaware Air Guard C-
130 crew (above) with the 166th Airlift Group
flies a mission over a Saudi air base. West
Virginia Sgt. Henry Crawford (left) treats an
Injured Iraql prisoner of war.

markable fashion as they Nowed
withthe V11 and XV I Adrbome
Corps, showing the greal job,
they could do,” Conoway said.

Gien, Collin Powell, chakrman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
he was prepared to send the
Georgia Army Guard's mecha-
nized 43th Infantry Brigade to
the Gulf in February 1991,
Conaway recalled last Decem-
ber. Bul the ground war thist
begun on Feb, 24, and over-
whelmed the Irmais and forced
them to vacate Kuwail, lasted
only 100 hours, The 48th never
gol the order, he added.

A lot of other units did, how-
ever, after President George
Bush authorized n neserve call-
up on Aug. 22, Nincteen Armiy
Guord umits — 482 citlzen-sol-
diers from 13 states - wene fed-
eralized five days later. Mem:
bers of 398 Army Guard units
would serve during the next year.
Mearly 300 umits would goto the
Ciulk.

Many CGuardmembers and
their families were surprised by
the first call to arms since 1968,
Conaway said the National
Guard was better prepared for
Diesert Storm than the American
public realized and that calling
up the Guard helped galvanize
America’s support

“We were in a non-draft envi-
ronment with an all-volunteer
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DESERT DAYS - Maryland Spe.
Bridget Novak of the 290th MP Co.,
stands guard duty in Saudi Arabia.

force, W needed the support of
the American communities,”™ he
sadd. “Calling ol the Guard and
the Reserves was the best way 1o
get the communities invalved.”

The experience of the suppart
unkts, the comporme avemonesof
the old-hand noncommissioned
officers, and the citizen-soldiers”
civilian backgrounds made the
Mational Guoard a eredible foree,
Connway claimed.

Giuard soldiers proved them-
selves when they got their
chance.

Ficld artillery brigades from
Tennessee and Arkansas show-
ered Iragi soldiers with sieel rain
on the lirst day of the coalitions
ground offensive, and Okla-
hivma's |51 Battalion, 158th Field
Arillery nchieved the highest
rale of [kre in the Third Army
with 11z multiple lunch rocket
Sy Elem.

Arkanzas's 142nd Field Ar-
tillery Brgide remfonced ihe
United Kingdom's 1st Ar-
moured Division on the third
day.

“For 45 minules, thene was
what | can only describe as a
running roar a5 MLRS sub-mu-
nitions exploded in acarpetrigh
the way across the full depth of
the enemy position,” praised a
UK brigade commander. “By
golly, they were good "

The brigadier said that an Iragi
artillery commander told him
after the war that 0 percent of
his crews wiene killad or wounded
and that be kost 70 guns during

that bombardment.
“Thal was a preity
major achicvement.™
added the British of-
ficer.

The 142nd fired
682 rounds and rock-
ets during 4| fire mis-
sions while the 100-
hour ground war
lasted, according o
the Army Guard's
Dresert Shield-Desert
Storm after action
reporl.

Thers were many
other achievements.
Air Gaiard historian
Charles Gross, PhoD.,
detniled them in his
repont “From Shield
for Storem.”

Air: Goard F-168
flew 3,645 missions
and dropped 3,500
tons of ordpance
without losing a
single planeienemy
fire. Reconnaissance
missions  tolaled
13, including 3530
in combal, Tankers
from 12 of the Alr
Guard’s 13 air refueling wings
purnped over 250 million pounds
of fuel into more than 18,000
aircraft. Cargoplanes flew some
40,000 hours while ransporting
55,000 people and 115,00 tons

-of equipament unc-applies.

“When the history of Desen
Shizbd and Desent Storm is writ-
ten, America’s Reserve forces
willl recelve a great deal of enedal
for America’s success,” sialed
Air Force Gen. Hamsford
Johnson, who commanded the
Military Airlift Command.
“hnibe surmpdy, we coul b nodt have
done it without them.™

Anyone who has ever gone
into combat knows there is no
such thing as a splendid war,

Lt Gen. Russell Davis, chiel
of the National Guard Bunenu,
and Maj. Gen., Thomas Plewes,
Chiel of the Army Rescrve,
placed a wreath on the Tomb of
the Unknowns af Arlington Ma-
thonal Cemetery Dee. 12h It
wis 1 sodemn trbate tohose in
their services who wene mobi-
lized for the Persian Gulf War a
decade carlier und to the 28 Army
Reservists who were killed.

Iralsocommemorated the start
of the evalution of te National
Giuard and the other reserve oo
ponents as wie know them today,
it was ohserved. For Desen
Shield and Desert Storm erased
virtually every doubt about the
resolve and the ahility of this
country'sreserve forces, includ-
ing the Matonal Guard, to goin
horm's way.
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Secrest & Secrest

Oklahoma father and son

volunteer for Bosnia duty

By M5gi. Bob Huskell
Nanional Ceard Burean

eoresh & Secrestisa National Goand
S fammily enterprise foom Chlalvoms
that i Nourishing in Bosnia,

The peacekeeping business is brisk,
oned dlisploced people are retoming fo
their homes at a steady rate.

The _'i|.||1||_1r panner initiated the [pro-
gram and has shown lendership potential.

The bound of direciors is pleased. Sois
the Oklaboma Army Mational Guard.

“Secrest & Secrest” is whatother Army
Guard soldiers from Oklahoma call a
father andd o team that is helping main-
tain the five-year-old peace in Earope
while spending their winter in Bosnin

The father, Sgt. Williom Secrest, 48,
and the son, Spe. John Secrest, 26, are
among &5 citizen-soldiers from the en-
hanced 45th Infantry Brigade. the
Thunderbirds, who are stationed st Camp
Dol and working for
the Army's 3rd Infantry
Divisiom,

Another B5 Oklahomn
infantry soldiers are
serving farther north at
Camp McGovem.

This i the first time in
five years thal citizen-
soldiers have patrolled
the countryside in armed
Humvees and walked
through communities
where Serbian nned Mus-
Hm people are living.

Although Mational Guard soldiers have
been part of the MATO peacekeeping
foree from the sart, antil last fall the
presence patrals in the Amencan sector
were conducicd by active Army roops.

“It*s been quile an eye-opener for the
toth of us.” said Willinm, phout two-
thirds throwgh their deployment

“W'e' v pever seen acouniry inmup by
war,” he added. “And we're seeing farm-
ing techniques that have not been used in
the United Siates in 100 years.”

[t started when John, the son, got inder-
ested in the Oklahoma Armny Geard in
1997, His recruiter was S5gt. Jimmy
Lewallen who had gone through basic
training at Fort Ord, Calif., with William,
the father, wiso first joined the Guard in
1971, Willkam got oot in 1978 becouse of
the demands of his civilion job.

The recruiter wondered if William
winild like to come back into the Guard,

William thought he might because he
hiad often regretted getting out in the first

Secrast & Sacrest

place. He passed the tests. He lost 30
pounhs to meet the weight requirensent,

The son eolisted in September 1997,
The fother re-enlisted & month lnter,

Then came the mission to Bospia, Both
Secrests wanted o piece of that action, bul
they were in the wrong outli,

Company C in the 150 Batialion, 17%th
Infaniry, that is part of the 45ith Brigade,
got the call 1o gend B5 citizen-soldiers o
Bosnia, The Secreus were in B Com-
pany. They transferred to C Company 1o
join the peacekeeping force.

William is a gunner and John is adriver
for the Humvess that routinely travel o
couple of hours from Camp Dobal into
the mountainows, southem part of the
L5, sector. Guarding a radio Eramsmis-
sion site 15 ope of the unil’s missaons.

Houses still scarred with buller holes
and places where Serbe killed and buried
their Muslim neightsors in the name of
cthnic cleansing; horse-drawn farm wig-
ons plodding along the region’s winding
roads ax cars whiz by; youngsters shyly
smiling and waving at the passing LLS.
soldiers. Those are among the Secrests”
mosl enduring memories of Bosni

“This was a chance o
see some place other than
the U5, and o improve
myself as & soldier,” said
John, *This experience
has made me look o
things differently.”

John, who works full-
time for a company that
makes hydraulic equip-
meni for the oil fields, =
the oldest of William E
and [Debble Secresis’
three children. A younger
#on, William, is a lance
corperl in the Marine Reserve., They
also have a danghter, Melisza,

Althoughithe fatherand son have bond-
cd in Bosnin this winter, they sometimes
pull duty in different plices, They have
foand oul how the other is doing when
they” ve called their bomes in Oklohoma.

“Have you heard where dad is7 How's
he doing ™™ Tohin has asked his wife Tid-
fany. “Have you heard from John™ Wil-
linm has asked his significant other.

Conapecting with the Balkans pence.
keeping mission has given the Secrests o
new perspective about why this country
should continue to help others.

“I"vie trained for combat in the infan-
iry, but I like 1o be a peacekeeper,” said
William, with John nodding approvingly.

“Your heart goes out 1o these people,”
aclded William. “If we pall out now, there
is mothing 1o stop the Serbs from stanting
pgain. Killing women and children is just
plain murder. I'd step in in a minute ©
help stog that.”

ON PATROL - North
Carolina Spe. Jack Fone
{above) surveys the Bosnla
countryside, Humvess
{right) and horse-drawn
Wagons are commaon sites
along Bosnla's roads.

North Carolina, Okla-
homa citizen-soldiers
take to Bosnia's streets

Presence
PATROLS

By MSgL Bob Haskell
Martom! Canicird Bioren

81 Lu Man Suspleton will have

e inderesting, firsi-hand

accounts about Bosnia 1o share
with his LLS. history students when
e réfums to New Hanover High
School in Wilmington, N.C.. later
this year,

Mot all of the stories will be nice.

The 34-year-obd infantry officer in
thse Morh Carolina Amiv Natiosal
Guerd expects to refum to his home
by late March after & fall and winter
of NATO peacckeeping duty in the
central Eu Jand.

"Il have 4 Bosnia story for just
shout everything 1 teach - Warld
War 1, the Great Depression, vou
name it laughed Stapleton after
leading a six-hour “presence pairol™
into the enstern community of
Bratunac and along the Drina River
on Junuary's fourth Wednesday,

He Inughed with refief as much as
anything else, because Stapleion and
the other armed Guord soldiers who

pairolled in two Humyvees thab day,

have learmned since amiving st Sep-
femdser Uit Bosnia 15 oo latghing
matier.

Five years of peade live failed 1o
heal mumy of the wounds and scars
Ieft from foiur years of bitter and
Bloody civil war — when Serbian
people tricd to cthpdcally cleanse the .
newly-independent nation of their
Muslim neighbors. ]

I8l hovoeever, oo an impdeant
winter for the Army National Guand.
During this six-month rotation in the
LS. secior, commanded by the
Army's 3nd Infuntry Division, Na-
tionil Ciunrd troops have been patrol-
ling the counryside in vehicles armed
with automatic weapons and inlked
with many people to ensure that the
1995 Dayicn Peace Acconds are not
wvigdated,

MNational Guard soldiers
have been pan of the NATO peace-
keeping force from the start, presence
patrods in the Amercan gedior were
conducted by active Army iFoops
umitil 1ast Fall - even when the Texas
Army Guard’s 40h Armored Divi-
sion ran the operation last spring and
SUITHTET. P

One hundred seventy-six infantry
i o Cruand sofdiers from Mordh
Carolina®s enhanced 30th Infantry
Brignde and 170 infamry soldicrs
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from Oklabtma’s 45t Infantry Br-
gade are the first to pall that particular
dirty with active Army soldiers afler
wieeka 0f intense trainig.

They are badsed ai two nofhem
camps, Dobol and MeGovemn, where
tanks and infantry fighting vehicles
arg covened by canvis and ready 1
roar into action should they be needed.

For the miost part, [t has been an
uneventful & well as an wnusually
miild., snow-less winter in the Bulkans,
Al Camgp Dobol, for example, the
citizen-soldiers have taken tums pull-
ing guard doty, driving visitors 1o the
115 sector’s headqunriers in nearby
Tuzls and back and condocting the
presence pakrls.

They have earned their Spurs among
the 3,900 American troops, according
to Texns Army Guiard 151 Sgt. John
Haves.

“It took the active duty Tolks time o
learmn that we know our jobs and that
we cando this,” said Hayes. who i8
serving as the liaison officer in Bosnia
for the Germany-based U5, Anmy-
Europe during this rotafion. He served
the previous half-year with his 4%th
Division comrades.

*Therd were some concerms early on
whether active oF feserve compmenl
troops were going 10 be assigned to
the tough, contentions areas such &
Brcko and Srebrenica,”™ Haves added.
“Fdon't hear that anymore. The 3rd

troopd can handle themaelves aswell
ak the active fofces,”
The jobs that Guird moops ne Go-

=g I INEY e dincing are the

soiiices of the sores that Matt
Seapleton will take back 1o his high
wchool students, s well s to stodents
at the University of Nonh Camlina’s
School of Edocation, where he also
teaches pun-time.

Many of the Tar Heel Sute’s “Wal-
verines,” for example, helped guard a
mass grave outside Brammac doy and
might during their first couple of
months in the country. United Nations
workers exhumed the remains of about
200 Muslims reported]y killed by
Serbe-af a warchouse dunng the suim-
mer of 1995, explained local inter-
peeter Bldar Hadsicfexidic, o voung
Muslim man.

The grave, a couple of acres of mod
surrounded by leafléss plum trees and
the mbble of blown-up houses, was
sealed for the winter.

*There were piles of bones and
skulls. The place stank. Even your
clothes stank; It sure wasn'l like
home,” said Spe. Kevin Bryan, 47,
who spenl two years of Army time in
Thuland during thie Victnam Wiar and
who remained in the Ciuard for an
ndditional year 1o serve in Bosnia.

A soccer field surrounded by a
cement-block wall, a nearby school
where Serbd reportedly killed many

niver thi
borders

Beorsnia and
Serhin e T
ofher grim
remimders of
man's inhu-
Iy 1o
Ima;

“Ten thouwiand peophe are siill miss-
ing rom Srebremici. Most of them ane
Muslim boys and young men They.
are presuned 10 be dead,” said Eldur,

Yet, five years after the fighting has
ended. thens is hope among U horror
of overgrown felds thir ane sl
hieavily mined and where o girl"s foot
wis blown off during the wanter,
Suapleton said.

Corneribs are-filled with-golden ears
o fat chickens peck and scranch
beside farmhouses. Peogle sne moving
im, -nnd they are iiling the land.

The Guard spldicrs support that
effort regardiess of ethnic ties during
their presence patrols,

“How is everything ™™ “Is anyone
bothering you™ “Has anyonc asked
you to leave?” are routing questions
that Stapleton acked Serbian refugees
who have moved into houses where
Muslims once lived.

“Everything is well Yes, we ane all
right.” the people reply. ,

Small, hard-rubber Balls are o hit
with the chuldren who ihe soldiers

Photos by 55t Bob Jardan

FRIENDLY FORCE - North Carolina Spc. An-
thany Hester {top) makes friends with a little girl
and her father in the Bosnlan community of Brat-
unac. Spc. Kevin Bryan (above) takes in some
caffeine to help stay alert during a patrol break.

“My wile sent me about o millkon of
them,” saad Stapleton. “'We give them
1ix the kids wherever we can.”

He is & good enough soldier, after
four years in the Army and 10 vears in
the Guard, 1o understand the wisdom
in Theodore Roosevelt’s words aboar
walking softly and carrying 4 big
stick,

*This is a perfieet job for infantry
iniis that are not & war,” =il
Staploton of the nnmed peacekeeping
presence. “MNothing hapgens in a town
that has a lot of cops, 1t's easy to be
fricndly while appearing to be aggres-
sive. But it's a little harder 1o become
apgressive i vou shiny up and don’t
look like you're ready.”

He is also s good enough historian
{0 appreciate his interpreter’s com-
ment abou the war in which some of
Eldar’s fricnds died and in whose
shadow e country sill lives.

“Mothing good came from the war,
and nobdy, won.” Eldar lnmented.

That may well be the most impor-
tant lessim about the war in Bosnia
fhat Mo Suapleton will take back to

Infastry Division leaders have ac- maore Muslims in Bratunue, and homes meed in the cities and along nural his history students after his days as a
cepied the iden that National Guard still scarred with bulles holes along the oads, NATO peacekeeper are done.
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B Biathletes Battle at Jericho

M Vermont team
captures Guard's
team biathlon title

By Sp. Erin Ellioti
Vermans NMational Caard

team of Yermoni bi-

athletes out skiad amd

shot competitors from
23 piher ststes 0 caplure the
team trophy at the Mational
Guard Bureau®s Bisthlon Cham-
plonship at the Ethan Allen Fir-
ing Range in Jericho, Vio

The competition was held
from Jan. 21-27.

The Green Mountain State
sguad of Brian Latoormenu,
Brian Lilly, Paul Gorbold and
Jesse Downs bested o four-man
Minnesota National Guard team
in the 15 kilometer patrol race
(9.2 miles) and 7.5k relay rmce.

The patrol race consisted of o
four-man team that skis and fires
05 & team, explained MS5gt Leo

Cilrouand, the Vermont Guard's
sponts administrator. The relay
race, he added, consisted of a
fonr-man team that ski and fire
in a relay sequence,
Thecompetition alsoinvolved
the men"s and women's 20k in-
dividual and 10k sprint mees.
I the 20k event, New York"s
Cortis Schreiner, o member of
the World Class Athlete Pro-
gram (WCAPF) and former
olymipian, finished first with a
time of 58:41. South Dakoia®s
Jesse Hansen placed second
(1:00] :45), Tollowed by Dan
Wieestowver ( 1:08: 200,
“ltis a wugh sport, it incorpo-
rates twio really difficult disci-
plines; cross-country ski racing
and rifle marksmanship,” said
Spe. Doug Dricssen, a WCAP
member and the Uiah Armmy
Guardsman who finished fourth
in the 10k sprint. “You're oot
there skiing you hean oual, and
then you have 1 come inlo a
ranpe focws on all tse ke intr-
cacies of marksmanship."
In the 10k sprint, Westiover

FAST TRACK - Minnesota Spe. Jason Rolling (top
photo) fires his .2ZZ-callber rifle st one of 20 targets.
Vermoni Sgl. Kristina Sabasteanski (left) finished first in
the 15K women's pursult race. Mew Hampshire Sgt. Andy
Fisher (right page) tucks coming into the finish line.

Photos by SSgt. Robon Trubia

finished shead of Minnesota's
Jacob Beste for first place.
Schreiner took third.

Giirouard said the champion-
ship is wsed to determine four of
the cight members wha will rep-
resent the LS. military binihlon
team at the 43nd World Military
Skiing Championshipsin March.

“The competition is a siep-
ping stone for Mational Comrd
biathletes who want to make it
to Ehe Olymipics,” he added.

Vermont Army Guard Sgr
Eristina Sabasteanski, also a
WCAP member, knows sodmc-
thimng about the Olympic dream.

“I jusi missed the 1994 OF-
ymipics,” recalled this year's 15k
women's pursuit mee champ.
“Adfter that, 1 joined the WCAP
and rriade Uhe Olympics m 19595,
I had the 1op Amencan finish.”

Accarding 10 Col. Alan Nyve,
the Vermont Armyy Guard s chiel
of competitions, the NGB
biathlon championship — first
held in 1975 = rolales between
Vermont and Minnesota.

“With the ideal snow condi-
tions, and with the three foreign
nations attending.” Nye con-
cluded, “this was the most excit-
ing and the most professionally
handied Guard Bureau chamgi-
onship ever.”

1
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Family Readiness award winners:
TSgt. Deborah Coleman (ledl), Susan
Scott, Mal. Gen. Paul Weaver, Nala
Barnes and Col, Tim Scolt.

Liah Ajr Guard r.'-E:.|: Hick Hodges
formals drives atl 1he THsnazas
Community School

Retirad SFC Jasaph Manlo
(ricghl} reminisces with Lod
M.J, police officer Lou Avola
abaul his rescue from a flood
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INSIDE EquAL OPPORTUNITY

FROM PAGE 3

was a culiure shock for many of
wi,” recalled Wilson Esgleson,
81, who came from Indiona.
“There were waler fountains for
whiles and blacks and separnie
bathrooms, When we went 1o
nearty restaurant (o eat, we hod
1o get our food al the back door.™
*The Tuskege: cxperience
wis supposed to fuil,” recalled
Morris Washington, who signed
up when he was 15 and who
remained in the Army before
rediring as a mujor with 300 para-
chute jumps, “We decided we
had a job io do, We were all
Amenicans, and we did the best
we could with what we had.”
The black man’s beain, said

Lesonard Hunber, was
thought 1o be oo small and the
aviators would black oul if they
flew oo high. The Tuskegee
pilots blew that notion out of the
air along with many German

airpd amves,

Some 970 black aviators
truined at the remote base and al
Tuskegee Institute starting in
July 1941, before Pearl Harbaor,
undd 450 of those fighter pilots
flew combal patrols over North
Africa, Sicily and Germany be-
ginning i July 1943,

They completed 1.5TE mis-
sions by war's end. They shot
dowin 111 German aireraft and
destroyed or damaged ancther
298 on the ground. They sank an
enemy destrover with machine-
gun fire. They lost nol one
friendly bomber to enemy air-
erafi while escorting some 200
misskons. Sixty-six pilots were

killed in combat, and 32 were
tuken prisoners of 'war,

Eagleson said e shot dovwn
two enemy planes and had two
more probable kills in the air,
He sirafed and destroved 17
planes, two locomatives and
many other ground torgels.

The Germans called them
“Schwarize Volelmenschen™
(Black Birdmen). White Anseri-
can bomber crews, who initially
refused 1o have black men {ly-
ing fighter suppori, came to
know them as “The Rediail An-
gels,” because of the signature
red markings on their fighters.
Those included long-range P-
5 1= that excorted bombers iotheir
torpets and back.

Douglas, the Alr Guard com-
TOURICHLIHS & wis struck
bry the Tuskegee men's humility
and patriotism.

*“Nou could el they werne

proud of whad they did, bot they
didn't go into how great they
werne. Everything they said was
preity positive.” said Douglas,
who became a civilian corpo-
mie recruiter in Pennsylvania
after spending five years in the
Air Force, He s now studying
elecirical enginccring at Temple
University, He also pulbed o -
day Air Guard pescekecping
waich ai Avieno, Taly, in 19599,

Those options were nol avail-
able 10 the Tuskegee Airmen
after World War IL They could
mol, for example, get jobs as
commercial airline pilots.
Eagleson joined the Air Forceas
e enlisted man and retired in
1972,

“They came home in 1945 not
& heroes, but as black men.”
said Hunter who struck a chord
with the 15 Vietnam velerans in
the audicnce. Both groups, he

smid, came home o & country
that did nod care.

CMSgt. Anhur Hafoer IT1,
commandant of the NCO Acad-
ey in Knoxville, knows that
feeling. He served two tours in
YVietnom s an Army oombat
engineer in the |960s.

“When | returned from my
furst toar for 30 doys of leave, 1
could not leave Travis Aidr Force
Base in Colifomia in uniform,”
Hafner recalled. 1 wos advised
that it would not be a good idea
to sdentify myself as a soldier.”

Honoring America’s warriors
has become far more fashion-
shle during the decade since
Operation Desent Storm. That
helps explain why the Tuskegee
Adrmen can tell their stories and
tnke their bows in the United
States more than 500 years nfter
becoming American heroes in
ihe deadly skies ovér Eunope.
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m Amos' Able Advice m For Qunke'n Sake m Horses of a Different Color

Actor John Amos brought fhe
crowd 1o s Teel recently when he
spoke to o graduating class of
young men and women who com-
pleted the five-month, militzry-
style ChalleNGe program at Aber-
deen Proving Ground, Md.

The 500-5e=a1 base auditorium
was filled o capacity with poople
standing in the aisles. Many of
them were parcnis who came to
witness the transformation of their
omce al-risk teens into disciplined,
respectiul young adulis.

Amos, o former Mew Jersey
Armmy Goamdsman, snid his pari-
limie pob as o radio opersior in the
199th Regiment, 50th Armor Divi-
=ion, was his first infroduction to
Communicmions,

For Amos” family, the Guard
provided other benefits,

“1 could go way for two weeks
and she [his mother] didn’t have o
beed me,” he said. “She saw that ns
a hag sovings.”

The MNationa] Guard showed the
TV and movie stir o whole world
he didn’t know existed. 1t also
shaped his charscter in ways he
woitld never forget. One of his
sergeants had  lasting impact.

“Set. Cotana adjusted my uni-
fiorm and my attitode,” Amos =aid.

Amos challenged each of the
recent grodustes 10 take their own
Sgt. Catana with them.

“Walk the walk and tlk the ik
that beasds Lo success,” he said.

| I. g | NDIS
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KC-I35 Stratotanker afrcraft
crews from the Alohn Sate’s 203nd
Air Refueling Squadron based at
Hicknm AFB, recemly assisted
with the LS. Department of De-
fense umanitarian wid airlifl 1o
earthquake-stricken India.

An earthquake measuning 7.9 on
the Richier scale struck India on
Jan. 26.

A 203rd KC-133 1anker took off
from Hickam to relwel the first
Indin-bowsd C-5 Galaxy carpgo
aircraft laden with relicl supplies.
The U.S. Adr Force C-5 aircrafi had
departed Travis AFB, Calif,,
lovided with heavy equipment and
other relief supplics nesded in the
dizaster ancas.

By refueling in mid-air over the
Pacific Ocean, the C-5 did nod have
1o land in Hawaiii and could con-
linue on its way 0 Asis with only o
short stop in Guam.

Another KC-135 Swratotanker
from the 203nd Adr Refueling
Squadron, that kad been deploved

eling requirements as the C-3 ap-
proached Indin

Equipment being flown to India
included 5 2 172-1on truck, two 400-
gallon water trailers znd two
rough-terrain forklifs.

The LL5. Air Force also llew
large tents and ap imuately
10,000 blankets and 1, ‘ims-lwpng
bags o the ennthouake-damoged
regicn.

By 5FC Greg Fox
Momsana Nariomal Guand

The Big Sky Stote Notional Guoard recently
mchicved a nationally-unique siatus os te only state
with Army Cunrd “Black Horse™ and Adr Guard
“RED HORSE” units as part of its stable.

Womack Armory at Fort William Henry Harrison
near Helena is home to Troop E, 163rd Armwored
Cavalry of the fabled 11th Armaored Cavalry Regi-
ment (ACE).

The 1 1th ACR currently serves as the Army's
oppasing lorce al the National Training Cender in
Port [rwin, Califl, where it trains U5, Army and
Army Guard brigades,

“Because we're o Cav unit, we'ne our own micno-
army,” noded Sgr Anthony Faught, o gunner on an
MIAT “Abrams™ tank, and a student of philosophy

MONTANA

af the University of Montann, “"We have our own
armor, our own infantry, cooks, medics and me-
chanies, and the 11th ACR is really fun to be with,

“We're the Army’s sparring partner,” he added.
“If they can defieat us, they're ready for war be-
cause we'ne the best,”

Visitors to the Air Guard's 219h RED HORSE
Flight stationed on Malmstrom AFB in Great Falls
are prected by a statue of o red horse rearing
mightily outside the unit’s operations building.

RED HORSE is an acronym for “Rapid Engineer
Deplovable Heavy Operations Repair Squadron
Engineer,”

These squadrons provide the Air Force with
highly maobile, rapidly deplovable, self-sustaining
heavy construction mnd repair units with a world-
wide projection capability.

The RED HORSE force structune is uiique and

represents a “first” in the Air Force, because ong-
third of a RED HORSE squadron s composed of
Alr Guardmembers. They deploy often.

SSgi. Tiffany Gherkiere is in charge of the
21%h"s orderly room.

“During the week, I'm here at my desk,” she
saidd, “but on deployment | can be on a five-ton
dump truck or a *10k" forklifi. | could be pourning
concrete, W do it all.”

Om recent deployments, the 219th has built
schools in Guatemala and Honduras,

“We buill the schools from the bottom up,”
Ciherkiere recallexd. “The whole time little kids
wiere running aroumd, They knew we were there o
help them.

“We couldn’t really communicate because they
couldn’t speak English,”™ she added., “but we builta
IJDI1I:L“
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m Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

More than 12,000 Air Guardsmen
and women were federalized over 10
years ago for Desert Shield, Storm

(ood In
the Gulf

fier Kuwait was scized by Iraq in a blirzkreig-

style attack Aug. 2, 1990, the lives of more than

a quanter of a million Guardmembers and Re-
servists were forever altered,

Of that number, nearly 116,000 troops served in the-
ater in support of Operations Desert Shicld and Desert
Storm.

Allogether, 12,404 citizen-airmen entered federal ser-
vice during Desert Shield and Desert Storm. OF that
number, 5,240 deployed to Southwest Asin while an-
other 6,264 served in the continental U5, The remaining
) were assigned to Furope and other overseas
Iocations.

The day Kuwait was seized, Maj. Gen. Phil
Killey, the Air Guard director, formed an ad hoc
contingency response planning cell in the Pentagon
1o coordinate with the Air Force operations cenler,
Its main job was 1o formulate an Air Gueard game
plan for déaling with.the crisis, Prior to any Air
Force request, the staff had begun surveying ANG
respiirces that might be available o assisi in a
possible move of LS. fiorces to the Persian Gulf. It
prioritized which Nying units could be used first in
each mission area and began working 1o see who
woalld be available either with volunteers of in a
mobilizatio,

O Aug. 7, the President ordered the deployment

of American military forces to Saudi Arabia. Killey

or pew equipment. Once oo active duty,
Air Guard units performed well during
the Persion Gulf crisis. Ahhough the
ANG in effect had to reinvemt itself
through an unprecedented level of
voluniserizm and tnilored unitlypecodes
(UTCs) as Desent Shield unfolded, s
umdts entered federal service and were
rapidly deployed where needed,

Altogether, Air Guard crews flew
1,045 tactical reconnaissance missions
during Shicld and Stomm, including 350
in combat. The Air Guard participated
in the air campaign from the first day.
By the timie the warended, the ANG s F-
165 had flown 3,645 missions and
dropped 3,500 tons of ordnance withowt
losing & single aircrafl o enemy fire.
They stnged o variety of daylight attncks
om targets in Kowait and Irag. Those
included missiles sites, mirfields, bridges, and the Repub-
lican Crunrd.

In the special operations arena, Air Guard EC-130
crews [lew nearty 2000 missions, logging 8,000 hours.

The Air Guard's largest contribulions were concen-
trated in @ wide rnge of support missions. The Guand's
aerial tonkers pumped over 250 million pounds of fuel
into more than 15,000 aircraft, The Guard's airdifters
flew zome 40,000 hours, trinsporting 55,000 people ancd
115,000 tons of cargo, Withouwt those and similar aar
mobility contributions from the Air Force Reserve, the

responded by activating a Contingency Support
Sinff ot Andrews AFB, Md., 1o facilitate coording-
tion between the National Guard Bureau, Air Force
hesdguarters, the Joint Chiefs of Swmff (JCS). and
the major commands (MAJCOMS), as well as the
states and individual ANG units

The Alr Guard did not limit itself to passive data
gathering and prelininary planning in the early days of
the crisis. As veterans of the Vietnam Wor and active
participants in the ongoing process of recasting the post
Cold War U.5. military establishment, ils senjor leaders
were keenly aware that a greal deal was al stake in the
unfolding Persion Gulf drama. They were determined
that the Air Guand would be as deeply involved as
possible if the 1.5, chose to intervene militarily.

Air Guardmembers were well prepared to perform
their missions alongside their active force counterpants
without delay. Unlike most of the Air Guard's previous
mohilizations, they had not required additeonal training

Kansas's 190th Alr Refuelin
than 250 milllon pounds of
during Operations Desert Shield, Storm.

FUELING SUPPORT - Air Guard KC-135 crews, like

American military response to the Persian Gulf erisis
might have been dramatically altered.

Like its medics, Air Guard firefighters performed ably
as CONUS backfill for the active force. Mobdlized seco-
rity paliceman and aerial port squadrons also filled in
effectively where needed. Combal communications was
the biggest problem area from the Adr Guard perspective.
It was wsed sparingly. Instead of deploying as integral
units of prepackaged UTCs. Air Guand communications
nssets were deployed as small tailored packages of vol-
unteers or mobilized Guardsmen. A great deal of its
equipment was loaned to active duty Air Force units,

Group, pumped more
into over 18,000 alrcraft

The Adr Guard walitated its approach
to the total force policy during the Per-
stan Gulferisis. Units wene well equipped
and well trninedd. As planned, they were
ahle 1o respond much more rapidly and
effectively than in previous call-ups.
They were infegrated into operations
with their active duty and reserve coun-
terparts with minimum disruption or
delay. In most arens, Adr Foroe leaders
showed no reluctance 1o call on the Air
Guard. In the fighter arena, the avail-
ability of adecuate sctive duty resources
limited the ANG's panicipation in the
Gulfl War. In at least two arcas - airfift
and merial refueling -- the contrbution
of the Air Guard and the Air Force
Reserve were ahslutely essantial o the
speed and the scope of the Amenican
military intervention inthe Persian Gulf,

In the process of responding to the Persian Gulf crisis,
the Adr Guoard redefined itself Tor anew e, Despite some
misgivings becaisse of the impact on unit morale and
cohesion, it was prepared to tailor its responses 1o fit the
situmtion and serve the needs of the active duty Air Force,
Mobilizing entire fying units and maintaining their
integrity while in federal service, although desirable,
would no longer be the only acceplable approach to
supporting the Alr Force in a crisis. [nstead, the Air
Guard would be prepared to custom tadlor ilS response to
fit the sitmation. That could involve individual volun-
teers, tailored UTCs of volunicers or mobilized
Cruardsmen developed in response lo specific con-
tingencies, and mobilizing entire units thut could
operale as stand-alone units on austers bases.

The Gull crisis also highlighted the fact that the
foree structure of the ANG had chonged enormouws]y
in recent decades. At its inceplion as i separaic
reserve component of the Air Force afier World War
I, the Alr Guard’s force structure hod been over-
whelmingly composed of combat flying units, That
had begun to change gradually in the 1950s. During
previous mobilizations, most of the Air Guardsmen
called into fiederal service had belonged to combat
units. All that changed dramatically in 1990-1991.
The overwhelming majority of Air Guardsmen
mobilized during Desert Shield had not belonged 10
combat anits, Indesd, mosi of them haid not been part
of flying units, the traditional heart of the Air Guarnd.

The Persian Gulfl crisis was surprising in ol beast
one major respect. Many in the Guard and Reserve
community have bong believed that President Lyndon
Johnson's failure to call for 0 massive mobilization
of the reserve components in Vietmam o e o major
policy error. Many felt that such a call-up would
have stimulated grass roots suppon for American mili-
tary participation in that conflict. However, political
scientist John Mueller observed in his book, Policy And
Opinion In The Gulf War, that the spproach of the Gulf
War became particularly contentious. The public milied
to President George Bush's support in August, but by
October there was a substantial increase in the mumber of
people who thought involvement in the Gull was a
mistake. During the Gulf crisis, there was no comelztion
between the Guard and Reserve mobilization and public
support for the President’s policies, Only the start of the
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war {isell re-engenzed public suppon for Bush,
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CLEANING UP - Texas
Army Guard Cpl. Richard
Tuttle (above) gels set
to bring down an aban-
doned crack house
(right). Tuttle is & heavy
equipment operatorwith
the Kingsville-based
Company A, 386th En-
ginear Battalion.

A Texas Guard
operation destroy-
ed 27 crack houses

in three weeks

Hy 55gL. Len Botler
Terar Naviomal Cruard

or three weeks residents
Fin one slespy neighbaor

hiod after another repeat-
ecly had their moming solitude
infermupted by the crush of a
house being tom apar.

As they peersd out of their
windoww and then made their
way onto their porches, they
noficed o massive Caterpillar
track loader delivering a thun-
dering eviction notice (o gang-
bangers and drug addicts.

The motice was served by
Operation Crackdown, a jom
project of the Texns National
Grsard Counterdrug Task Paorce,
the City of Corpus Chnisti and
commimity leaders recently,

Upon its completion, 27
houses that were connected to
drug activity were destroved.

With the Cat Model 973 track

loader, weighing more than 27
pons, Grunrd combat engineers
literally pulled the structures
from their foundations, antil
nothing was left but a heap of
rubble 10 be scooped up and
hatzled awisy,

By the time the opertion’s
pqrt'p:lr.lu.nl:. bl Lt ri['rlhi'l'l.E it
ai ety bol remained.

Omne Cat operion, Cpl. Kich-
ard Tuttle Jr., said this serves as
o reminder that seighborhoods
nnd lecal civie beaders will not
toderate the crime and health risks
pssocinted with drug abose.

“We"rebelping o improve the
fature for children and aduolis
alike by getting rid of drug-in-
fested bouses” snid Tattle, a
member of the Kingsville,
Texas-based Conpany A, 386th
lhzm:‘qr Bartalion, “Kids wall
have a better place to live, play
and grow up.”

Alr Guard MS5gt. Valerie
Benmer, drug demand reduction
coordinmtor with the Texas Na-
tinnal Gunrd Counterdnug Task
Force, said Operation Crack-
down has been o popular and
effective weapon in the war on
dnags.

By the time the operation
concluded, 414 structures had

been tom down statewide since
1993,

Benner said it's imponant for
ordinary citizens to see what the
Mational Guard is doing.

“Programs soch as ihis one
enable the Guard to ged out in the
communities and ot the same
time enabie the communities o
see s Benner said. “'We con-
nect with these communities by
reaching owl and helping to rid
neighborbioods of gangs, dmgs
and the activity pssociated with
Mmllr

Tunle, who operaies heavy
equipment for the Texms De-
partment of Transporiation in
his civilian carcer, has been in-
volved in the progrm sinoe its
beginning. A scasoned profes-
siomal, he can tear down a struc-
ture withnear-surgical precision.

“Before | attack a house, |
have o determinge which way it
will fall when [ hit i1, he said,
“Buot it's a team effort. I've god
some really good guides on the
ground belping me,”

Corpus. Christi Mayar Lovd
Neal said Operation Creckdown
isa*win-win" program between
a comminity and the Guard's
counberdrip progrim.

“The Texas Guard has been

an exeellent pariner in our ef-
foris,” he sasd. “Corpus Christ
is striving o improve itself. And
with the manpower the Guand
provides, ihis 15 one way wecan
fd purselves of what has be-
coane a real blight on oar cagy,™

The weathered timbers crazsh-
ing b0 the ground mark only the
final chapterof ncrackdown mis-
sion. The steps required 1o have
a structure destroyed can take
up to a year before i falls before
Tuttle’s machinery.

Corpus Chiristi Police Sgt
Henry Mangum sabd the process
wllen I;u:pnx witha h.i|1'|p|i-|! CaNITE-
plaint from neighbors.

“We firsl have o identify a
drag conpcction,” WMangum said.
“From there, the complaini
clears levels of local govem-
ment. The owner 15 sought ot
anil has to give permission be-
fore we go in.”

Mostof the structures that full
are dilapidated bevond repair,
Divug paraphemalia, empty spray
paint cans, trash and excrement
litter the interiors.

Chne property owner, Marvin
Leary, said be wes happy 10 fi-
nally see his condemaed build-
ing taken down

“I've been here before 1o

I v
Photos by S5gL Len Buter
check on my property and found
people doing drugs, having sex,
drinking beer and even sleep-
ing.” he said, “Ii seems that ev-
ery time [ have (o clean up, it's
about three trash cans wonh.™

While the presenceofthe huge
Cats atvraeted  attention, local
resadents rarely ventured from
thekr lwomes, Operation Cracks
diown OTRANIZErS SAY TeSponss
from ithe neighbors has been
positive, but few would dare lend
their support publicly.

One neighbor, Frank Esco-
bido, said many local residens
fear reprisals from the addicis
and gungs the houses altrct.

“We are all happy 10 see those
people go,” Escobido said, “But
when the National Guard and
police are gone, we have 1o re-
main here. We don't know what
will happen to us il we applaud
what the Mational Guard and
police are deing.”

Bui Escobido, 4 72 year-old
former BMurine Cospa drill in-
strwcbor, snid the Matbonal Guoerd
and their heavy equipment is
nhm:,':-. a welbcome S.i.g]'iL

“There isan elementary school
a few blocks Mrom hepe,” e said.
“Those kids will be better off
oW,
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