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president Other state National Guard
troops help usher Presi- fo cserve thei governors unless o

dent Buh intoofficebilzed for fedealduty.
den Buh ntooffceNearly 100 D.C. Army Guard soldier

also marclied in the parade.
By MSgt Bob Liaskell . . AnnylGuaMajEmnqh~un¥~rgund
and SFC Eric Wedeking A Guard Col LindaM Taguemarched
National Guard Bureau in front of the Army and Air Force col-

umns as members of joint staffs repreT he raw, rainy Saturday afternoon rsenting those services' active, Guard and

did not ,dampen SrA. Timo- Reserve components.thy King's youthful enthusiasm Other D.C. troops did their part.
as he stood ready to carry an Air National Nearly 400 Army Guard military po-
Guard flag down Pennsylvania Avenue lice and Air Guard security force people
on Jan. 20. directed traffic and pedestrians on the

"I think it's awesome. It's incredible," capital's busy streets while helping the
said the former Marine of
the fact th Khe new Presi-
dent of the United States he

was helping to honor in
Washington, D.C., once
belonged to the Air Guard.

King, 24, has for the past
year belonged to the Dis-
trict of Columbia Air
Guard's 113th Wing based
at Andrews AFB in Mary-
land. He is a member of the
wing's honor guard.

He did not think twice Photo by TSgt. Corensa Brooks
about carrying the bright

blue guidonin front of the EYES LEFT -- District of Columbia Air
nearly 100 AirGuardmem- marchers (right) salute their new commander
hers who marched in the in chief during the inaugural parade Jan. 20.
inaugural parade for Presi-
dentGeorgeWalkerBush, aformerTexas Metropolitan Police manage the inaugu-
Air Guard fighter pilot. ral crowd.

"Awesome. Outstanding. I'll do it in a And a 100-member Army Guard reac-
heartbeat," saidKing whenaskedto cany tion force was sent from the D.C. Armory
that flagnearly two miles while marching downtown to the MCI Center. Those citi-L i M a pq t L fE a."
in his very first parade. That is precisely zen-soldiers stood by in case they were 4IlJlt ar anN
what he did. needed tohelp control demonstrators who

In all, 1,114 men and women from the were attempting to disrupt the parade. o1I*di t
D.C. National Guard took part in the Other police agencies kept the demon- It hw rt& a fn i 61
inaugural activities. It is a special ritual, strators under control, however, and the
pointed out Maj. Gen. Warren Freeman,
the commanding general, because that M See INAUGURATION, page 5
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right. We do all these tasks while hold- ceeded in doing whatever it was meantGUARD MAIL ing down a civilian job. to do in 1636.
I use to be in an Armor unit. They Second, the National Guard is the

went to the field for gunnery several oldest arm of the U. S. military estab-Guald Gushin times a year, and most every time, lishment. The regular Army can claim
Having just read the "Actively qualified those crews. On most of those it is the oldest professional force (es-

Agitated' letter in your December drills, Friday was spent travelling. You tablished June 14,1775), but only the
issue, I would like to assure the letter shot all day and night Saturday. You Guard can trace its heritage to 1636,
writer that not all active duty soldiers cleaned up and turned in on Sunday. when it was the militia.
consider Guardmembers to be "second- We qualified most of our crews in one Third, the Guard's birthday reminds
class citizens." day and had active duty evaluators to us the U. S. Constitution mandated the

As the Public Affairs Sergeant Major ensure we did it right. The active com- militia/National Guard to be a part of
for Forces Command, I want to make it ponent units that I have seen set up on a our military tradition. Through a com-
absolutely clear that we could not get range for the better part of a week to bination of historic precedents and
our job done without the professional- complete the same task. political pressures of the time, the
ism, hard work and outstanding support I'm currently in a transportation unit. framers of the Constitution spelled out
of our fellow Public Affairs Guard- We pull many missions, taking us all over a military structure that relied on a
members and Reservists. the country. We have thousands of safe state-supplied militia in time of need.

SGM Carol A. Sobel driving hours and an outstanding equip- All in all, the Guard's birthday, of
U.S. Army ment movement record. Not bad for a which few in the Guard are aware, is

bunch of "weekend warriors." important. For those of us who revel in
I have seen a lot of good people in the history, the Guard is the oldest. For

Guard, and it gets old being bashed all the those proud of another year of accom-
I was reading your Decemberpaper time. plishments, then Dec. 13 is your day.

and the letter regarding the negative SSgt. David M. Bailey For those who don't care either way
opinions about the National Guard held Louisiana National Guard but do recognize that a birthday is a
by some active component soldiers reason to celebrate, then congratula-
struck home. M king alirthday Wish tions, you're one year older-and so is

Since my time in the Guard, I have M u h fmb E . . .your Guard.
heard a number of less-than-desirable The Guard has reasons to celebrate SFC Bob Wiegers
remarks such as "Nasty Guard" and on many occasions. We have promotion Missouri National Guard
"No GOs." Our troops go through the parties, end-of-annual trainiingparties
same basic training as active compo- and end-of-drill parties. Seasonally, we ................

nent soldiers and our NCOES schools celebrate with the holiday meal. LETRS POLICY:
follow their teachings and are certified. One occasion we don't celebrate is

The average Guardsman and woman Dec. 13, 1636. That's right, the Guard's 'Letters to the Editor' are subject
has to perform anywhere from 3 to 4 birthday. This event is significant for to editing for space and style con-
jobs on a drill weekend. They have two many reasons. siderations.
days a month, and 15 days a year to get First, it is nice to recognize that an Our e-mail address is:
it right -- and must test out on their organization is one year older. If noth- malthanerj @ ngb.ang.af.mil
evaluations to prove it. The active sol- ing else, celebrating another birthday Letters may be FAXed to: DSN
dier has 330 or so days a year to get it signifies that the organization has suc- 327-3686 or (703) 607-3686.

"I think I know what the Army did with all those garrison caps."
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IN THE NEWS
in Tuskegee Time * Clintons Recalled * Guardsman Grieved

Tuskegee heroes honored
FLYING FANS-Air GuardH Air Guard acad- officer candidates seek
Leonard Hunter's auto-

emy hosts African- graph after a Black History
Month presentation.American aviators
[.G. Brown Air National Guard
Training and Education Center.

By MSgt Bob Haskell The seven Tuskegeerepresen-
National Guard Bureau tatives, in distinctive red blaz-

ers, included three of the fighterF rederick Douglas learned pilots who never lost a single
more about his African- American bomber to enemy air-
American heritage than he craft during escort duty overNazi

expected while attending the Air Europe. One was a bomber pilot
National Guard's academy for Photo courtesy of the Tennessee National Guard who trained hard but never
noncommissioned officers Feb. served overseas.
13. That's when a handful of famous 19th century African- cans have not been included in "They were heroic partici-
able Tuskegee Airmen barn- American orator, writer and abo- our history books, such as the pants in our American history,"
stormed into Knoxville, Tenn., litionist -- one of the first promi- ones who fought during the said Col. Glen Knable, the Ten-
to tell their World War II story nent civil rights champions. Revolutionary and Civil Wars nessee Air Guard's 134th Air
during Black History Month. Douglas acknowledged that and the buffalo soldiers who Refueling Wing commander.

February is a busy month for he knew only a little about the helped tame the West." Yet, until the HBO movie
the remaining black veterans all-black Army Air Corps avia- An auditorium full of blue- "Tuskegee Airmen" hit the air-
intent on telling the story of how tprs, who began breakt down, jsuitedmerandwmen includ- , avesi J995,1str cq's
they had to fight racial prejudice the military's racial barners in ing ROTC cadets from three lo- had never> heard of the 99th
for the right to fight for their 1941 inthe samewaythatJackie cal high schools andthe Univer- Fighter Squadron or the 332nd
country. Some took just four Robinson cut across major sity of Tennessee, know a lot Fighter Group or the African-
days off in February 2000. league baseball's color line more about the African-Ameri- American men who refused to

Douglas is 34 and a technical nearly six years later. can airmen and women-- named yield to that era's racist ways.
sergeant in the PennsylvaniaAir "They were never mentioned for the eastern Alabama town "The segregation in the South
Guard. He has virtually the same in our history books," Douglas where they trained -- following
name as Frederick Douglass, a said. "But a lot of black Ameri- that Tuesday's program at the U See TUSKEGEE, page 13

Military social aide recalls duty with Clintons
By MSgt. Bob Haskell FIRSTAIDE -- Maj. Shirley McVicker
National Guard Bureau (center), flanked by the Clintons.A president who talked Arkansas col- the Air National Guard to serve as the senior

lege basketball for 10 minutes with Air Force aide and the first member of any
the Easter Seal poster child on a reserve component to become the senior

Monday morning after Easter. A first lady aide for the 50 or so officers from all services
who immediately requested that "someone who discreetly execute all official events --
get Socks" when a young visitor asked to see from bill signings to Christmas receptions
the first cat. A first couple that graciously held at the White House.
hosted the president of the People's Repub- McVicker was the senior AirForce aid forlic of China during a state dinner in the 18 months and the senior aide for the entire
autumn of 1997. program during her final full year -- while

Shirley McVicker, a major in the Louisi- years that the Clintons lived there. she was also assigned full-time to the Na-
ana Air Guard, has a mental diary filled with The additional duty never got old. "How tional Guard Bureau in Arlington, Va., and
personable stories about Bill and Hillary could you not remain in awe of the White while she was pursuing her American Uni-
Rodham Clinton and service at the White House?" saidMcVickerwho served her com- versity law degree at nights.
House. The National Guard Bureau's new mander-in-chief from September 1994 to Military aides, McVicker explained, are
chief ofprotocol sharedsome ofthose memo- September 1998 and who returned for a few the people in formal dress uniforms who
ries in January -- nine days before the end of more months in early 1999 to help orches- greet the guests -- including foreign leaders
the Clinton presidency. trate theNorth Atlantic Treaty Organization's and football players -- when they come to the

McVicker was a military social aide at the 50th anniversary celebration.
White House for more than half of the eight She is believed to be the first member of 0 See McVICKER, page 4
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McVICKER Desert vets honored at 'tomb'
K tional military strategy."

U. 'We could not have Ga aa Reserv troops w
combat sorties injet fighters, they

White House and who keep ev- done it without them' showered Iraqi troops with deadly
Wery e ent flowing smohly w - doneiartillery fire and they performed a
ry eventflowing smoothly with- multitude of other functions --
out interfering with or overshad- By MSgt. Bob Haskell from refueling airplanes to trans-
owing the president or first lady. National Guard Bureau porting troops and cargo to caring

"We provide their comfort for enemy prisoners -- necessary
zone in their own home," said Prrihe leaders of this nation's two for sustaining a force at war.McVicker. A "pull-off aide,"for largestiilitaryreserveforceshon- Members of the Guard and
example, stands to the fight of .a. ored their veterans of Operations Reserve quickly became inte-
the first couple in a receiving Desert Shield and Desert Storm by laying Photo by MSgt. John Thornton grated partners with the active
line and subtly urges star-struck a wa at the United forces.awreath at the U nited States' most el- T R A U E -R p u e c n e)
visitors to move along with a lowed shrine recently. STORM SALUTE- Rep. Buyer(ceter), TheSouthCarolinaAirGuard's
slight movement and a White Lt. Gen. RussellDavis, NationalGuard flanked by Davis and Plewes, addresses 157th Tactical Fighter Squadron
House stare. "They get the mes- Bureau chief, and Maj. Gen. Thomas 200 attendees at Arlington cemetery. and the 138th from New York
sage," smiled McVicker. Plewes, Army Reserve chief, commemo- took part in the initial air attack.

"We represent our services, rated the 10th anniversary of the massive including 28 Army Reserve soldiers who Army Guard artillery units from Ar-
We also represent the entire campaign at the Tomb of the Unknowns were killed by a SCUD missile at the kansas and West Virginia fired missions
country," she added. She was in Arlington National Cemetery. Dhahran Barracks in Saudi Arabia, lost to support British and French troops, and
the first American to greet every Approximately 200 attended the sol- their lives during the conflict that began Oklahoma's 1st Battalion, 158th Field
international dignitary who at- emn ceremony that honored the nearly with devasItating air attacks on Jan. 17, Artillery, with its multiple launch rocket
tendedPresident Clinton'.s 1995 160,000 citizen-soldiers and airman who 1991. It ended with a cease-fire on Feb. system, had the highestrate of firefor any
reception at the New York Pub- were mobilized for and played a vital part 27 following a decisive 100-hour ground field artillery battalionin the VII Corps or
vcLbrary g the ited Naons- in the Persian Gulf War a decade ago. war victory by U.S.-led coalition forces. Third Army.
versary of the United Nations Indiana Congressman Steve Buyer, an Ten Decembers ago, however, reserve Sadly, the Army Reserve's 14th Quar-

It's easy to make the case that ArmyReserve lieutenantcoloneland Gulf troops were fully engaged in the mobili- termaster Detachment, a water purifica-
Shirley McVicker from Char- Warveteran,joined Davis and Plewes for zation that began the previous August tion unit from Greensburg, Pa., suffered
lotte, N.C., has come a long way the full Army Honors wreath ceremony after Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait. the highest rate of casualties for a single
since joining the Air Force as a bythe 3rd U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard). When that oil-rich country was liber- unit. Thirteen were killed by the SCUD
security police dog handler in Those who served during Desert ated six months later, members of the missile, That accounted for nearly 10
July 1975 and since entering the Shield and Desert Storm were truly Guard and Army Reserve comprised 34 percent of the entire country's 148 com-
Air Guard in September 1981. America's crusaders," said Buyer who percentofthe468,000U.S. servicepeople bat deaths.
She first served in Washington spent five months in the desert as a mili- who took part. More than 108,000 The Guard and Army Reserve troops
in 1988. She earned her com- tary lawyer. "Thej fought forno bounty- Guard=bejrs and Reservists went to were repeatedly praised.

an intelligence of- of their own, aniy lefterdorfiiYn h60h]f ... m'innithehigtoi o~eseeitShield ind
ficerin August 1989. She is also their footsteps." . "We showedthatwhenwewereneeded Desert Storm is written, America's Re-
a competitive skeet shooter. Although no National Guard troops we were there," explained Plewes. "We serve and Guard forces will receive a
She first visited the White were killed in combat, Davis said he were there with ready units, and we fit great deal of credit for America's suc-

House with her parents when reflected at the Tomb of the Unknowns rightintotheorganizations thatwereover- cess," stated Air Force Gen. Hansford
Lyndon Johnson was president, on those who did die. seas and that we were supporting here. Johnson in "From Shield to Storm," a
McVickerrecalled.She has since "I reflected on how much they meant to "We also did it very quickly," the Army report about the Air Guard's role in the
come to know it as few people their families and how much they con- Reserve chief added. "We showed that Gulf. He commanded the Military Airlift
do. She has seen, for example, tributed to the Guard that we are all so we are accessible. It was a high-water Command at the time.
the scorch marks left from 1814 proud of today," Davis explained, mark in terms of understanding what our "Quite simply," Johnson said, "we
when British soldiers burned the Sixty-three reserve component troops, capabilities are for supporting our na- could not have done it without them."
presidential mansion.

Take the East Room, Mc-
Vicker related. It has been used
for stringing up laundry. Presi-
dent Carter's daughter Amy
roller-skated on the hardwood
floor. Theodore Roosevelt's
daughter was married there.
AbrahamLincoln, Ulysses Grant
and John F. Kennedy are among
the seven deceased presidents
who have lain in state there.

McVicker has also come to
know the Clintons as gracious
hosts who have made everyone
feel comfortable and important
in the historical home.

When she was near the end of
her tenure as senior aide,
McVicker related, Hillary
Clinton said to her: " 'You're
alwayshere. What am I going to
do without you?"
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Photo by SSgt Darrell Hudson

INAUN "DIRECTING - D.C. Sgt.
III UGUM IUII Cornell James (above) and

SSgt. Kenny Holland (be-
o .low) worked traffic during

the inauguration.

Guard troops did not have to go
into the street. the Texas ArmyNational Guard,

"They've been really rowdy your home state's troops, and
at times while they're express- members of the military world-
ingth emselves, butthey'vebeen wide, we wish you congratula-
civil, said SSgt. LawannaMan- tionsiand Godspeed."
ning, one of the military police Others who watched the inau-
soldiers, who encountered dem- gural parade gave the Guard
onstratorsduring her watch near marchers good reason to look
Pennsylvania Avenue. sharp. That group included the

"We're standing by, manning former President Bush who was
our stations and performing traf- a World War II Navy pilot, See-
fic control. That's our mission," retary of State-designate Colin
she added. Powell who was chairman of the

The Guard members were de- Joint Chiefs of Staff 10 years
termined to stand ago during the Per-
tall partly because sian Gulf War, and
thepresident'smili- .... . Vice PresidentRi-
tary background chard Cheney and
gives them some- Secretary of D-
thing in common. fense Donald
I Bnsh-thfift ti - ~ ;t~~It

president with a andRumsfeldhave
National Guard served as secretar-
background since ies of defense.
Harry Truman as- Their knowing
sumed the office in eyes would know
1945.Heisthe 19th if the military peo-
president who has ple were in step.
served in this The D.C. Guard
nation's National members also had
Guardormilitia.He to uphold the Na-
is the firstpresident tional Guard's tra-
who has done his By MSgt. Sean Brennan dition during this
military duty in one nation's 54thpresi-
of the Air Force components. dential inauguration. Members

Bush joined the Texas Air of the militia and Guard have
National Guard in May 1968 helped usher every American
andbecame an F-102jet fighter president into office beginning
pilot in the 147th Fighter Group with George Washington, in
in Houston. 1789. The Guard first marched

Texas Army Guard MSgt. in 1809 for James Madison, the
Larry Todd, 59, a full-time fourth president and the first to
spokesman for the Texas De- have an inaugural parade.
partment of Criminal Justice, "We are proud to be the only
spoke for all 458,000 men and marching units representing the
women of the Army and Air National Guard from the United
National Guard while helping States," said D.C. Army Guard
narrate the inaugural parade as it SFC Sylvia Lynch, who has
passed by the White-House. marched in every inaugural pa-

Todd was the only National rade since Jimmy Carter took
Guard member asked to help office in 1977.
narrate the presidential parade. She woke up at 4 a.m. on
He snapped to attention in his inauguration day to march for
dress green uniform after the President Bush.
new president arrived and said: "I'm proud," she added, "to
"Mr. President, on behalf of the march for a president who has

Texas Air National Guard and served in the National Guard."
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Nearly 75,000 Army and Air Guardmembers GUARD in the GULF--A Delaware Air Guard C-
130 crew (above) with the 166th Airlift Group
flies a mission over a Saudi air base. West

deployed to Persian Gulf over 10 years ago Virginia Sgt. Henry Crawford (left) treats an
injured Iraqi prisoner of war.

By MSgt. Bob Haskell preparing for Super Bowl XXV

National Guard Bureau in Florida that January, but the Melvin Laird had markablefashion as they flowed

Big Game was finally underway called for in 1970. with the VII and XVIII Airborne
t. Gen. John Conaway inthePersianbGulfA ne~eaeld .. CarCpsba ec... e C s t, g. ., 

the Guard Bureau's they could do," Conaway said.
was5S6thatJanuary while its breath. he nFbur e.olnoelcara

Lhe paced in, the Penta- John Bolyn Conaway was an Photos courtesy of NGB Histocalchief in February n. Col Powell, chairman

gon, as a veteran football coach Air National Guard three-star . 1990, half a year be- of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said

might stalk the sidelines, during general and Chief of the Na- Guard members went to the Per- fore Iraq invaded Kuwait. he was prepared to send the

the long day and night that his tional Guard Bureau. His team sian Gulf to help protect "In future conflicts we won't Georgia Army Guard's mecha-

team began playing in the "su- had already made the varsity. America's interests as mandated have any choice," he observed nized 48th Infantry Brigade to

per bowl." He understood, perhaps more by the 1980 Carter Doctrine. three years after the war. "We the Gulf in February 1991,

It was Jan. 17, 1991, and than most, that how well the None were killed in combat. had a choice in this one We had Conaway recalled last Decem-

Conaway's team, the National Guard's aviators and soldiers All experienced the exhilaration to determine if we were doing it ber. But the ground war that

Guard, was teamed up with the performed in the Gulf would and the uncertainty of serving in right or did we need to change began on Feb. 24, and over-

United States Air Force and determine how much the entire a war zone -- where SCUD mis- some things." whelmed the Iraqis and forced

Army a third of a world away National Guard would play in siles could shatterthe night even Desert Storm worked espe- them to vacate Kuwait, lasted

against Saddam Hussein's Iraqi the future. for those who were not on the cially well for the Air Guard, only 100 hours. The 48th never

army that had invaded oil-rich Desert Shield and Desert front line. Conaway claimed, and it gave got the order, he added.

Kuwait five months earlier. Storm was not just a game. At "It was important for the the Army Guard a chance to flex A lot of other units did, how-

Air Guard F-16 fighter planes stake was an entire future. Ten Guard to get involved in this its modernized muscles even ever, after President George

from South Carolina and New years later, the National Guard hunt ... because the active duty though the major combat units Bush authorized a reserve call-

York were among the armada of is still reaping the benefits from force was large enough for this did not get in on the action. up on Aug. 22. Nineteen Army

U.S. warplanes that began the its performance in Southwest particular conflict," Conaway "Without Operation Desert Guard units -- 482 citizen-sol-

air war that marked the end of Asia in 1990-91. The Army related in his 1994 "Oral His- Storm, we just would not have diers from 13 states -- were fed-

Operation Desert Shield and the Guard's peacekeeping rotations tory" and repeated in his 1998 known how good our Air Guard eralized five days later. Mem-

beginning of Desert Storm. in Bosnia and Kosovo and the book "Call Out The Guard." combat units were," Conaway bers of 398 Army Guard units

Air Guard tankers refueled Air Guard's ongoing Northern The U.S. military, however, stated in 1994. "That is just like would serve during thenextyear.

U.S.-led coalition fighters high and Southern Watch missions would soon be reduced in size, thefactthatwe do notknowhow Nearly 300units wouldgotothe

above S audiArabia. Reconnais- over Iraq remain the most vis- he knew, and National Guard good orhow badthemechanized Gulf.

sance jets from Nevada dodged ible results of that labor. units would have to be included combat units of the Army Guard Many Guardmembers and

surface-to-air missiles while Some people have said, in future operations. are, because they did not call their families were surprised by

photographingthe damage from tongue-in-cheek, that it wasn't "It was important that the them up and put any of them in the first call to arms since 1968.

the initial attacks. And Army much ofawarbutitwas theonly Guardbe there to give a true test combatwith the active duty U. S. Conaway said the National

NationalGuardtroopsanxiously war they had. Conaway main- of how we [had] done. It was Army," he added. Guard was better prepared for

waited in the desert, wondering tains it was the right war at the like the 'Super Bowl'," said "We had field artillery bri- Desert StormthantheAmerican

whentheywouldbe orderedinto righttimefortheNationalGuard, Conaway, who had labored at gades over there from the Army public realized and that calling

action against Iraq's intimidat- In all, 74,815 National Guard the National GuardBureausince Guard and a lot of combat ser- up the Guard helped galvanize

ing Republican Guard men and women weremobilized. 1977 to modernize the Guard vice support, engineers, medical America's support.

The New York Giants and From that force, 37,848 Army and factor it into the total force and military police units. They "We were in a non-draft envi-

Buffalo Bills may have been Guard soldiers and 5,240 Air that former Defense Secretary distinguished themselves in re- ronment with an all-volunteer
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that bombardment.
"That was a pretty
major achievement,"
added the British of-
ficer.
The 142nd fired

682 rounds and rock-
ets during 41 fire mis-
sions while the 100-
hour ground war
lasted, according to
the Army Guard's
Desert Shield-Desert
Storm after action
report.

There were many
other achievements.
Air Guard historian
Charles Gross, Ph.D.,
detailed them in his
report "From Shield
to Storm."

Air Guard F-16s
flew 3,645 missions
and dropped 3,500
tons of ordnance
without losing a
singleplane to enemy
fire. Reconnaissance

DESERT DAYS - Maryland Spc. missions totaled
Bridget Novak of the 290th MP Co., 1,045, including 350
stands guard duty in Saudi Arabia. in combat. Tankers

from 12 of the Air
force. We needed the support of Guard's 13 air refueling wings
the American communities," he pumped over250 millionpounds
said. "Calling out the Guard and of fuel into more than 18,000
the Reserves was the best way to aircraft. Cargo planes flew some
get the communities involved." 40,000 hours while transporting

The experience of the support 55,000 people and 115,000 tons
-uAnits,thorporatememoiies of «o qit~Asplet

the old-hand noncommissioned "When the history of Desert
officers, andthe citizen-soldiers' Shield and Desert Storm is writ-
civilian backgrounds made the ten, America's Reserve forces
National Guard a credible force, will receive a great deal of credit
Conaway claimed, for America's success," stated

Guard soldiers proved them- Air Force Gen. Hansford
selves when they got their Johnson, who commanded the
chance. Military Airlift Command.

Field artillery brigades from "Quite simply, wecouldnothave
Tennessee and Arkansas show- done it without them."
ered Iraqi soldiers with steel rain Anyone who has ever gone
on the first day of the coalition's into combat knows there is no
ground offensive, and Okla- such thing as a splendid war.
homa's IstBattalion, 158thField Lt. Gen. Russell Davis, chief
Artillery achieved the highest of the National Guard Bureau,
rate of fire in the Third Army and Maj. Gen. Thomas Plewes,
with its multiple launch rocket Chief of the Army Reserve,
system. placed a wreath on the Tomb of

Arkansas's 142nd Field Ar- the Unknowns at Arlington Na-
tillery Brigade reinforced the tional Cemetery Dec. 12th. It
United Kingdom's 1st Ar- was a solemn tribute to those in
moured Division on the third their services who were mobi-
day. lized for the Persian Gulf War a

"For 45 minutes, there was decadeearlierandtothe28 Army
what I can only describe as a Reservists who were killed.
running roar as MLRS sub-mu- Italsocommemoratedthestart
nitions exploded in a carpet right of the evolution of the National
the way across the full depth of Guard andtheotherreserve com-
the enemy position," praised a ponents as we know them today,
UK brigade commander. "By it was observed. For Desert
golly, they were good." Shield and Desert Storm erased

Thebrigadier saidthat anlraqi virtually every doubt about the
artillery commander told him resolve and the ability of this
after the war that 90 percent of country'sreserve forces, includ-
his crews werekilledorwounded ing the National Guard, to go in
and that he lost 70 guns during harm's way.
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Secrest & Secrest
Oklahoma father and son place. He passed the tests. He lost 30

pounds to meet the weight requirement.
The son enlisted in September 1997.

volunteer for Bosnia duty The father re-enlisted a month later.
Then came the mission to Bosnia. Both T

By MSgt. Bob Haskell Secrests wanted a piece of that action, but
National Guard Bureau they were in the wrong outfit

Company C in the 1st Battalion, 179thS ecrest&Secrestis aNationalGuard Infantry, that is part of the 45th Brigade, :
family enterprise from Oklahoma got the call to send 85 citizen-soldiers to
ha flouhing nBona Bosnia. The Secrests were in B Corn-

The peacekeeping business is brisk, pany. They transferred to C Company to O P L- t
and displaced people are returning to join the peacekeeping force. I$ k
their homes at a steady rate. William is a gunner and John is a driver :

The junior partner initiated the pro- for the Humvees that routinely travel a
gram and has shown leadership potential. couple of hours from Camp Dobol into (g A b e Wn

The board of directors is pleased. So is the mountainous, southern part of the
the Oklahoma Army National Guard. U.S. sector. Guarding a radio transmis-

"Secrest& Secrest"is whatother Army sion site is one of the unit-s missions.
Guard soldiers from Oklahoma call a Houses still scarred with bullet holes
father and son team that is helping main- and places where Serbs killed and buried
tain the five-year-old peace in Europe their Muslim neighbors in the name of
while spending their winter in Bosnia. ethnic cleansing; horse-drawh farm wag-

The father, Sgt. William Secrest, 48, ons plodding along the region's winding
and the son, Spc. John Secrest, 26, are roads as cars whiz by; youngsters shyly ISa
among 85 citizen-soldiers from the en- smiling and waving at the passing U.S.
hanced 45th Infantry Brigade, the soldiers. Those are among the Secrests"
Thunderbirds, who are stationed at Camp most enduring memories of Bosnia. .... Isi 
Dobol and working for "hswsacance to
the Army's 3rd Infantry see some place other than

Division. the U.S. and to improye,
Another 85 Oklahoma myself as a soldie '# said

infantry soldiers are John. "This experience

serving farther north at has made me look at .........
Camp McGovern. things differently." ea

This is the first time in John, who works full- f

five years that citizen- time for a company that
soldiers have patrolled makes hydraulic equip-
the countryside in armed ment for the oil fields, is .... ........
Humvees and walked the oldest of William E. e-M!
through communities and Debbie Secrests" a ......
where Serbian and Mus- Secrest & Secrest three children. A younger

lint people are living. son, William, is a lance
AlthoughNationalGuardsoldiershave corporal in the Marine Reserve. They,

been part of the NATO peacekeeping also have a daughter, Melissa.
force from the start, until last fall the Althoughthe father and sonhave bond-
presence patrols in the American sector ed in Bosnia this winter, they sometimes Ms ap@-teQ

were conducted by active Army troops. pull duty in different places. They have
"It's been quite an eye-opener for the found out how the other is doing when . ........

both of us," said William, about two- they've called their homes in Oklahoma.
thirds through their deployment. "Have you heard where dad is? How' s

"We'veneverseen acountrytornupby he doing?" John has asked his wife Tif-
war," he added. "And we're seeing farm- fany. "Have you heard from John?" Wil-
ing techniques that have not been used in hiam has asked his significant other.
the United States in 100 years." Connecting with the Balkans peace-

It started when John, the son, got inter- keeping mission has given the Secrests a

ested in the Oklahoma Army Guard in new perspective about why this country
1997. His recruiter was SSgt. Jimmy should continue to help others. ea
Lewallen who had gone through basic "I've trained for combat in the infan- 9=" ....
training at Fort Ord, Calif., with William, try, but I like to be a peacekeeper," said
the father, who first joined the Guard in William, with John nodding approvingly. e a
1971. William got out in 1978 because of "Your heart goes out to these people,"
the demands of his civilian job. added William. "If wepull out now, there

The recruiter wondered if William is nothing to stop the Serbs from starting
would like to come back into the Guard. again. Killing women and children is just

William thought he might because he plain murder. I'd step in in a mmute to

had often regretted getting out in the first help stop that."

8 THE ON GUARD
February 2001



........ ....I

* 444

44 444 4t4m
44¢

24 rN444N444< 4 4t 4

444 4 ,444 444 4 t~ 4 
4

ftikhnaA4iMnr 1 rq&~r*Xpv~W a 4 4 P~~fyg U UUI

ga~s~b~rsto putt~u ~a2.~ mrir~acvTa£%tON".GUARDrs
4~ wlliabtv0A~y oldit 4r 3 ~ffl~d Vtw ~ sm~$4 R~tlfllY FR~t- Nr~h Feruaryd 200n-



SPORTS
* Biathletes Battle at Jericho

Photos by SSgt. Robert Trubia

U Vermont team Girouard, the Vermont Guard's finished ahead of Minnesota's
sports administrator. The relay Jacob Beste for first place.

captures Guard's race, he added, consisted of a Schreiner took third.
four-man team that ski and fire Girouard said the champion-
in a relay sequence. ship is used to determine four ofteam biathlon title The competition alsoinvolved the eight members who will rep-

the men's and women's 20k in- resent the U.S. military biathlon
By Spc. Erin Elliott dividual and 10k sprint races, team at the 43rd World Military
Vermont National Guard In the 20k event, New York's Skiing Championships inMarch.

Curtis Schreiner, a member of "The competition is a step-
team of Vermont bi- the World Class Athlete Pro- ping stone for National Guard
athletes out skied and gram (WCAP) and former biathletes who want to make it
shot competitors from olympian, finished first with a to the Olympics," he added.

23 other states to capture the time of 58:41. South Dakota's Vermont Army Guard Sgt.
team trophy at the National Jesse Hansen placed second Kristina Sabasteanski, also a
GuardBureau'sBiathlonCham- (1:01:45), followed by Dan WCAP member, knows some-
pionship at the Ethan Allen Fir- Westover (1:03:20). thing about the Olympic dream.
ing Range in Jericho, Vt. "It is a tough sport, it incorpo- "I just missed the 1994 01-

The competition was held rates two really difficult disci- ympics,"recalled this year's 15k
from Jan. 21-27. plines; cross-country ski racing women's pursuit race champ.

The Green Mountain State and rifle marksmanship," said "After that, I joined the WCAP
squad of Brian Latourneau, Spc. Doug Driessen, a WCAP and made the Olympics in 1998.
Brian Lilly, Paul Gorbold and member and the Utah Army I had the top American finish."
Jesse Downs bested a four-man Guardsman who finished fourth According to Col. Alan Nye,
MinnesotaNationalGuardteam in the 10k sprint. "You're out theVenrontArmyGuard'schief
in the 15 kilometer patrol race there skiing you heart out, and of competitions, the NGB
(9.2 miles) and 7.5k relay race. then you have to come into a biathlon championship -- first

The patrol race consisted of a range focus on all the little intri- held in 1975 -- rotates between
four-man team that skis and fires cacies of marksmanship." Vermont and Minnesota.
as a team, explained MSgt. Leo In the 10k sprint, Westover "With the ideal snow condi-

tions, and with the three foreign
FAST TRACK -- Minnesota Spc. Jason Rolling (top nations attending," Nye con-
photo) fires his .22-caliber rifle at one of 20 targets. cluded,"thiswasthemostexcit-
Vermont Sgt. Kristina Sabasteanski (left) finished first in ing and the most professionally
the 15K women's pursuit race. New Hampshire Sgt. Andy handled Guard Bureau champi-
Fisher (right page) tucks coming into the finish line. onship ever."
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spokesmanLeonardHunter, was killed in combat, and 32 were proud of what they did, but they said, caine home to a country

i thought to be too small and the taken prisoners of war. didn't go into how great they that did not care.

EE Eaviators would black out if they Eagleson said he shot down were. Everything they said was CMSgt. Arthur Hafner Ill,

flew too high. The Tuskegee two enemy planes and had two pretty positive" said Douglas, commandant of the NCO Acad-
pilots blew that notion out of the more probable kills in the air. who became a civilian corpo- emy in Knoxville, knows that
air along with many German He strafed and destroyed 17 rate recruiter in Pennsylvania feeling. He served two tours in

was a culture shock for many of airplanes. planes, two locomotives and after spending five years in the Vietnam as an Army combat

us," recalled Wilson Eagleson, Some 970 black aviators many other ground targets. Air Force. He is now studying engineer in the 1960s.

81, who came from Indiana. trained at the remote base and at The Germans called them electrical engineering atTemple "When I returned from my

"There were water fountains for Tuskegee Institute starting in "Schwartze Volelmenschen" University. He also pulled a 90- first tour for 30 days of leave, I

whites and blacks and separate July 1941, before Pearl Harbor, (BlackfBirdmen). WhiteAmeri- day Air Guard peacekeeping could notleave Travis AirForce

bathrooms. When we went to a and 450 of those fighter pilots can bomber crews, who initially watch at Aviano, Italy, in 1999. Base in California in uniform,"

nearby restaurant to eat, we had flew combat patrols over North refused to have black men fly- Those options were not avail- Hafner recalled. "I was advised

to get our food at the back door." Africa, Sicily and Germany be- ing fighter support, came to able to the Tuskegee Airmen that it would not be a good idea

"The Tuskegee experience ginning in July 1943. know them as "The Redtail An- after World War II. They could to identify myself as a soldier."

was supposed to fail," recalled They completed 1,578 mis- gels," because of the signature not, for example, get jobs as Honoring America's warriors

Norris Washington, who signed sions by war's end. They shot red markings on their fighters. commercial airline pilots, has become far more fashion-

up when he was 15 and who down 111 German aircraft and Those included long-range P- Eaglesonjoined the Air Force as able during the decade since

remained in the Army before destroyed or damaged another 51sthatescortedbomberstotheir an enlisted man and retired in Operation Desert Storm. That

retiring as amajor with 300 para- 298 on the ground. They sank an targets and back. 1972. helps explain why the Tuskegee

chute jumps. "We decided we enemy destroyer with machine- Douglas, the Air Guard com- "They came home in 1945 not Airmen can tell their stories and

had a job to do. We were all gun fire. They lost not one municationssergeantwasstruck as heroes, but as black men," take their bows in the United

Americans, and we did the best friendly bomber to enemy air- by the Tuskegee men's humility said Hunter who struck a chord States more than 50 years after

we could with what we had." craft while escorting some 200 and patriotism. with the 15 Vietnam veterans in becoming American heroes in
The black man's brain, said missions. Sixty-six pilots were "You could tell they were the audience. Both groups, he the deadly skies over Europe.
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STATES
* Amos' Able Advice * For Quake's Sake m Horses of a Different Color

DISTRICT of COLUMBIA HAWAII
Actor John Amos brought the KC-135 Stratotanker aircraft

crowd to its feet recently when he crews from the Aloha State's 203rd
spoke to a graduating class of Air Refueling Squadron based at
young men and women who corn- Hickam AFB, recently assisted
pleted the five-month, military- with the U.S. Department of De-
style ChalleNGe program at Aber- fense humanitarian aid airlift to
deen Proving Ground, Md. earthquake-stricken India.

The 500-seat base auditorium An earthquake measuring 7.9 on
was filled to capacity with people the Richter scale struck India on
standing in the aisles. Many of Jan. 26.
them were parents who came to A 203rd KC-135 tanker took off
witness the transformation of their from Hickam to refuel the first
once at-risk teens into disciplined, India-bound C-5 Galaxy cargo
respectful young adults. aircraft laden with relief supplies.

Amos, a former New Jersey The U.S. Air Force C-5 aircraft had
Army Guardsman, said his part- departed Travis AFB, Calif.,
time job as a radio operator in the loaded with heavy equipment and
199th Regiment, 50th Armor Divi- other relief supplies needed in the
sion, was his first introduction to disaster areas.
communications. By refueling in mid-air over the

For Amos' family, the Guard Pacific Ocean, the C-5 did not have
provided other benefits. to land in Hawaii and could con-

"I could go way for two weeks tinue on its way to Asia with only a
and she [his mother] didn't have to short stop in Guam.
feed me," he said. "She saw that as Another KC- 135 Stratotanker
a big savings." from the 203rd Air Refueling

The National Guard showed the Squadron, that had been deployed
TV and movie star a whole world .to-Thailand; provided the-air rofu.-
he didn't know existed. It also eling requirements as the C-5 ap-
shaped his character in ways he proached India.
would never forget. One of his Equipment being flown to India
sergeants had a lasting impact. included a 2 1/2-ton truck, two 400-

"Sgt. Catana adjusted my uni- gallon water trailers and two
form and my attitude," Amos said. rough-terrain forklifts.

Amos challenged each of the The U.S. Air Force also flew
recent graduates to take their own large tents and approximately
Sgt. Catana with them. 10,000 blankets and 1,500 sleeping

"Walk the walk and talk the talk bags to the earthquake-damaged
that leads to success," he said. region.

By SFC Greg Fox at the University of Montana. "We have our own represents a "first" in the Air Force, because one-
Montana National Guard armor, our own infantry, cooks, medics and me- third of a RED HORSE squadron is composed of

chanics, and the 1 1th ACR is really fun to be with. Air Guardmembers. They deploy often.
The Big Sky State National Guard recently "We're the Army's sparring partner," he added. SSgt. Tiffany Gherkiere is in charge of the

achieved a nationally-unique status as the only state "If they can defeat us, they're ready for war be- 219th's orderly room.
with Army Guard "Black Horse" and Air Guard cause we're the best," "During the week, I'm here at my desk," she
"RED HORSE" units as part of its stable. Visitors to the Air Guard's 219th RED HORSE said, "but on deployment I can be on a five-ton

Womack Armory at Fort William Henry Harrison Flight stationed on Malmstrom AFB in Great Falls dump truck or a "10k" forklift. I could be pouring
near Helena is home to Troop E, 163rd Armored are greeted by a statue of a red horse rearing concrete. We do it all."
Cavalry of the fabled 1 1th Armored Cavalry Regi- mightily outside the unit's operations building. On recent deployments, the 219th has built
ment (ACR). RED HORSE is an acronym for "Rapid Engineer schools in Guatemala and Honduras.

The 11 th ACR currently serves as the Army's Deployable Heavy Operations Repair Squadron "We built the schools from the bottom up,
opposing force at the National Training Center in Engineer." Gherkiere recalled. "The whole time little kids
Fort Irwin, Calif., where it trains U.S. Army and These squadrons provide the Air Force with were running around. They knew we were there to
Army Guard brigades. highly mobile, rapidly deployable, self-sustaining help them.

"Because we're a Cav unit, we're our own micro- heavy construction and repair units with a world- "We couldn't really communicate because they
army," noted Sgt. Anthony Faught, a gunner on an wide projection capability. couldn't speak English," she added, "but we built a
MIA1 "Abrams" tank, and a student of philosophy The RED HORSE force structure is unique and bond."
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0 HISTORY
u Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

More than 12000 Air Guardsmen or new equipment. Once on active duty, The Air Guard validated its approach
Air Guard units performed well during to the total force policy during the Per-

die Persian Gulf crisis. Although the sianGulfcrisis. Units werewellequipped
and women were federalized over 10 ANG in effect had to reinvent itself and well trained. As planned, they were

through an unprecedented level of able to respond much more rapidly and

years ago for Desert Shield, Storm volunteerismandtailoredunittypecodes effectively than in previous call-ups.
(UTCs) as Desert Shield unfolded, its They were integrated into operations

units entered federal service and were with their active duty and reserve coun-
rapidly deployed where needed. terparts with minimum disruption or

Altogether, Air Guard crews flew delay. In most areas, Air Force leaders
1,045 tactical reconnaissance missions showed no reluctance to call on the Air

during Shield and Storm, including 350 Guard. In the fighter arena, the avail-
in combat. The Air Guard participated ability of adequate active duty resources

AN in the air campaign from the first day. limited the ANG's participation in the
t h e By thetime thewarended, the ANG'sF- Gulf War. In at least two areas -- airlift

16s had flown 3,645 missions and and aerial refueling -- the contribution
dropped 3,500 tons of ordnance without of the Air Guard and the Air Force
losing a single aircraft to enemy fire. Reserve were absolutely essential to thet h eG u l They staged avariety of daylight attacks speed and the scope of the American

on targets in Kuwait and Iraq. Those military intervention in the PersianGulf.A fter Kuwait was seized by Iraq in a blitzkreig- included missiles sites, airfields, bridges, and the Repub- In the process of responding to the Persian Gulf crisis,

style attack Aug. 2, 1990, the lives of more than lican Guard. the Air Guard redefineditself foranewera. Despite some

a quarter of a million Guardmembers and Re- In the special operations arena, Air Guard EC-130 misgivings because of the impact on unit morale and

servists were forever altered. crews flew nearly 2,000 missions, logging 8,000 hours. cohesion, it was prepared to tailor its responses to fit the

Of that number, nearly 116,000 troops served in the- The Air Guard's largest contributions were concen- situationand serve theneedsof the active dutyAir Force.

ater in support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert trated in a wide range of support missions. The Guard's Mobilizing entire flying units and maintaining their

Storm. aerial tankers pumped over 250 million pounds of fuel integrity while in federal service, although desirable,

Altogether, 12,404 citizen-airmen entered federal ser- into more than 18,000 aircraft. The Guard's airlifters would no longer be the only acceptable approach to

vice during Desert Shield and Desert Storm, Of that flew some 40,000 hours, transporting 55,000 people and supporting the Air Force in a crisis. Instead, the Air

number, 5,240 deployed to Southwest Asia while an- 115,000 tons of cargo. Without those and similar air Guard would be prepared to custom tailorits response to

other 6,264 servedin the continental U.S. The remaining mobility contributions from the Air Force Reserve, the fit the situation. That could involve individual volun-
9 00__were- t6 uropdrs tdolrWd TCa7--r ovolunft-eers or mobilized

locations. Guardsmen developed in response to specific con-

The day Kuwait was seized, Maj. Gen. Phil tingencies, and mobilizing entire units that could

Killey, the Air Guard director, formed an ad hoc operate as stand-alone units on austere bases.

contingency response planning cell in the Pentagon The Gulf crisis also highlighted the fact that the

to coordinate with the Air Force operations center. force structure of the ANG had changed enormously

Its main job was to formulate an Air Guard game in recent decades. At its inception as a separate

plan for ddling-with the crisis., Prior to any Air reserve componentof theAirForce afterWorldWar

Force request, the staff had begun surveying ANG I, the Air Guard s force structure had been over-

resources that might be available to assist in a whelmingly composed of combat flying units. That
possible move of U.S. forces to the Persian Gulf It had begun to change gradually in the 1950s. During

prioritized which flying units could be used first in previous mobilizations, most of the Air Guardsmen

each mission area and began working to see who called into federal service had belonged to combat

would be available either with volunteers or in a units. Ail that changed dramatically in 1990-1991.

mobilization. The overwhelming majority of Air Guardsmen

On Aug. 7, the President ordered the deployment Z mobilized during Desert Shield had not belonged to

of American military forces to Saudi Arabia. Killey combat units. Indeed, most of them had not been part

responded by activating a Contingency Support Photo courtesy of NGB Historical Services of flying units, the traditional heart of the Air Guard.

Staff at Andrews AFB, Md.. to facilitate coordina- The Persian Gulf crisis was surprising in at least

tion between the National Guard Bureau, Air Force FUELING SUPPORT -- Air Guard KC-135 crews, like one major respect. Many in the Guard and Reserve

headquarters, the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), and Kansas's 190th Air Refueling Group, pumped more communityhavelongbelievedthatPresident Lyndon

the major commands (MAJCOMS) , as well as the than 250 million pounds of fuel into over 18,000 aircraft Johnson's failure to call for a massive mobilization

states and individual ANG units. during Operations Desert Shield, Storm. of the reserve components in Vietnam to be a major

The Air Guard did not limit itself to passive data policy error. Many felt that such a call-up would

gathering and preliminary planning in the early days of American military response to the Persian Gulf crisis have stimulated grass roots support for American mili-

the crisis. As veterans of the Vietnam War and active might have been dramatically altered. tary participation in that conflict. However, political

participants in the ongoing process of recasting the post Like its medics, Air Guard firefighters performed ably scientist John Mueller observed in his book, Policy And

Cold War U.S. military establishment, its senior leaders as CONUS backfill for the active force. Mobilized secu- Opinion In The Gulf War, that the approach of the Gulf

were keenly aware that a great deal was at stake in the rity policeman and, aerial port squadrons also filled in War became particularly contentious. The public rallied

unfolding Persian Gulf drama. They were determined effectively where needed. Combat communications was to President George Bush's support in August, but by

that the Air Guard would be as deeply involved as the biggest problem area fromthe Air Guard perspective. October there was a substantial increase in the number of

possible if the U.S. chose to intervene militarily. It was used sparingly. Instead of deploying as integral people who thought involvement in the Gulf was a

Air Guardmembers were well prepared to perform units or prepackaged UTCs, Air Guard communications mistake. During the Gulf crisis, there was no correlation

their missions alongside their active force counterparts assets were deployed as small tailored packages of vol- between the Guard and Reserve mobilization and public

without delay. Unlike most of the Air Guard's previous unteers or mobilized Guardsmen. A great deal of its support for the President's policies. Only the start of the

mobilizations, they had not required additional training equipment was loaned to active duty Air Force units. war itself re-engerized public support for Bush.

THE ONGIJARD 1
February 2001 X5



TRAINIHG

CLEANING UP --Texas
Army Guard Cpl. Richard
Tuttle (above) gets set
to bring down an aban-
doned crack house
(right). Tuttle is a heavy
equipment operator with
the Kingsville-based
Company A, 386th En-
gineer Battalion.

Photos by SSgt. Len Butler

A Texas Guard loader, weighing more than 27 been tom down statewide since an excellent partner in our ef- check on my property and found
tons, Guard combat engineers 1993. forts," he said. "Corpus Christi people doing drugs, having sex,

o a literally pulled the structures Benner said it's important for is striving to improve itself And drinking beer and even sleep-
from their foundations, until ordinary citizens to see what the with the manpower the Guard ing," he said. "It seems that ev-

nothing was left but a heap of National Guard is doing. provides, this is one way we can cry lime I have to clean up, it's

ed 27 crack houses rubble to be scooped up and "Programs such as this one rid ourselves of what has be- about three trash cans worth."

hauled away. enable the Guardto get outin the come a real blight on our city." While thepresence of the huge

in three weeks By the time the operation's communities and at the same The weathered timbers crash- Cats attracted attention, local

participants had left, nothing but time enable the communities to ing to the ground mark only the residents rarely ventured from

By SSgt. Len Butler an empty lot remained. see us," Benner said. "We con- finalchapterofacrackdownnis- their homes. Operation Crack-

Texas National Guard One Cat operator, Cpl. Rich- nect with these communities by sion. The steps required to have down organizers say response

ard Tuttle Jr., said this serves as reaching out and helping to rid a structure destroyed can take from the neighbors has beenF-or three weeks residents a rerminder that neighborhoods neighborhoods of gangs, drugs upto a year before it falls before positive, butfew woulddare lend

in one sleepy neighbor and local civic leaders will not and the activity associated with Tuttle's machinery. their support publiclyl
hoodafteranotherrepeat- toleratethecrimeandhealthrisks hem." Corpus Christi Police Sgt. One neighbor, Frank Esco-

edly had their morning solitude associated with drug abuse. Tuttle, who operates heavy Henry Mangum said the process bido, said many local residents

interrupted by the crash of a "We're helping to improve the equipment for the Texas De- often begins with a simple com- fear reprisals from the addicts

house being torn apart. future for children and adults partment of Transportation in plaint from neighbors. and gangs the houses attract.

As they peered out of their alike by getting rid of drug-in- his civilian career, has been in- "We first have to identify a "We are all happy to see those

windows and then made their fested houses," said Tuttle, a volved in the program since its drug connection," Mangum said. people go," Escobido said. "But

way onto their porches, they member of the Kingsville, beginning. A seasoned profes- "From there, the complaint when the National Guard and

noticed a massive Caterpillar Texas-based Company A, 386th sional, he can tear down a sinic- clears levels of local govern- police are gone, we have to re-
track loader delivering a thun- Engineer Battalion. "Kids will turewithnear-surgicalprecision. ment. The owner is sought out main here. We don'tknow what

dering eviction notice to gang- have a better place to live, play "Before I attack a house, I and has to give permission be- will happen to us if we applaud
bangers and drug addicts. and grow up." have to determine which way it fore we go in." what the National Guard and

The notice was served by Air Guard MSgt. Valerie will fall when I hit it," he said. Mostofthestructuresthat fall police are doing."
Operation Crackdown, a joint Benuer, drug demand reduction "But it's a team effort. I've got are dilapidated beyond repair. But Escobido, a 72 year-old
project of the Texas National coordinator with the Texas Na- some really good guides on the Drug paraphernalia, empty spray former Marine Corps drill in-
Guard Counterdrug Task Force, tional Guard Counterdrug Task ground helping me." paint cans, trash and excrement structor, said the National Guard
the City of Corpus Christi and Force, said Operation Crack- Corpus Christi Mayor Loyd litter the interiors. and their heavy equipment is
community leaders recently. down has been a popular and Neal said Operation Crackdown One property owner, Marvin always a welcome sight.

Upon its completion, 27 effective weapon in the war on is a"win-win"programbetween Leary, said he was happy to fi- "Thereis anelementary school
houses that were connected to drugs. a community and the Guard's nally see his condemned build- afewblocks fromhere,"he said.
drug activity were destroyed. By the time the operation counterdrug program. ing taken down. "Those kids will be better off

With the Cat Model 973 track concluded, 414 structures had "The Texas Guard has been "I've been here before to now."
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