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PUBLIC TRUST

By Masiler Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bureauy

Retirmg, it seemns, B a fulliime job. Just ask
Lt Gen. Russell Davis who i3 so busy
preparing o retire us the 2dth chief of the
Mationnl Guard Burcau that it is hard to
believe he's actually going to leave. He is nol
resting on his oars.

Take the East weekend of June for example.
Daviz was honored by the Army National
Guard on  Friday

all that you do®
Licwienant General Roger Schulte, the
Army Guard's director, praised Davis as a
leader who has abways taken the time to talk
to the troops during his four years as the
Chigard Bureaw’s chief.
"He's not a dove-by chiel,” said Schuhz,
“He stops and talks o everyone®
*Chur most important service 15 doing some-
thing for others that they cannod do for them-
selves. [ about k-
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Minuteman. Hall of
Fame on Saturday ————————
pight in Philadelphin. He left on Sungay
night for the Simas te thank the Anmy Guard
troops from Arkansas who ore on duty o that
bufler zone between lsmel aod Egvpl

The Air National Chuard geneml, nsean-
while, is promising peopls at every stop thal
while he may soon hang up his uniform he
will pot retire from his commitment (o sup-
port members af the Army and Air Gusrd and
the five other reserve components.

=1 will be !I::Il.'inﬁ the ]1:-1r and the uniform,
bt 1 will oot be leaving my commitment and
dedication 1o owr service,” he said.
I am traveling around the woeld to thank the
[h.'q,lpl-: whio have made our missions E‘r.rrl-
pen,” Davis iodd bis Army Guard sudience
thot filled the resdiness cenfer's expansive
meeting room on June 21, "That's why I'm
here woday; 1o tell vou how mioch | appreciate

= Lt. Gen. Russall Davis contributed - bafore.

And s all because
of people like vou," added Davis pbout how
Guard troops have been prepared 1o answer
their calls o duty sl home and around the
world long before and ever since the eomorst
attncks of last Sepd. 11.

There will be many more talks and tribaites
this summer before Li, Gen, Bussell Davis
ends his 44-year military carcer, ncluding 37
yeurs in the Aar Mational Guard.

He will, for example, retum o the Army
Guand Headiness Center for an all-stoles
nwards ceremony, The Air Force will honor
him with a retirensent ceremony and pass ond
review af Bolling Air Force Base in
Washington, [DUC. His Mational Cuard
Burcan retirement dinner will be held one

Sea CHIEF On Page 5

LET'S ROLL ... L. Gen. Russell Davis prepares 1o take his final fight aboard an F-
16 Fighting Falcon. During his 44 years of service, he has seen just about every-
thing In the Mational Guard and what It can accomplish when necessary. From sur-
veying the hormific damage on ground zero following the altacks of Sepl. 11, 2001 1o
ihe mountains of Korea, he has treveled far and wide in order 1o réemain in close con-
tact with the trocps in the field,
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It's about pride, not

Dear Editor:

Here's a response for the person in Missowr
and anyone else thot wonders why we are the
*Tocos, | hoad to write this response when |
was in the units Social Actions sections
because someone from the ULS. Air Force
thought it was a mcil slur!  People who are
offended don't understand the history of the
New Mexico Air National Guard - it's some-
thing we are proud of,

Why ane we known as the "Enchilada Air
Force,” home of the "Tacos? Thers are
many stories = the | most documented
occurred when the unit wos 1% or seven
years old.

In summer 1953, the unil was participating
in annual traiming with Wyoming and
Colorndo, MNew Mexico's P-31 "Mustang”
fighters were severely beating the other two
units in air-o-air gunnery, Everywhere we
weril the umit served green chill and fabalons
enchilada dinners. One-moming members

~wioke up.io.a g sign the Cobotado Air
Mational Guard made stating "Enchilsda Alr
Force ( 1BEh) waxed 'em again!® From that
day on, the moniker "Enchilada Air Fosee™
suck,

The Enchiloda Air Force 15 representative
of & first-class unit known around the globe,

It represents o history of top-noich iers as
well as the enchilada dinners we have served
to people during our deployments.

In 1957, the unit was redesignated and fed-
ernlly recopnized as the [50th Tactical
Fighter Growp. In January 1968, the group
was setivated as a result of the Pueblo Crisis,
and in June of that year the Group's 188th
Tactical Fighter Squadron and about 250
maintenance and support personnel wene
deploved to Tuy Hoa Air Base, Republic of
Vietnam. The remuining Group airmen were
assigned 1o various bases in South Koren.

The Enchilada Air Force was proud to be
one of only four Ady Natonal Graaed units 1o
be called upon to serve in Vietnam. Upon
arrival the unit wis assigned the call sign
"Squid.” Mo one liked the call sign so the
unit wanied 1o change it o "Enchilbada.”
They already had a | 3-vear-history known as
the Enchilada Air Force.

A C-41 courier sirermfl was already using
the call sign "Enchilads® so they had to think
o semnething else, The commansders met and
tried 1o find a word indicative ‘of Mew
Mexico that would go along with the
Enchilada Air Force. They came up with
Taca”.

When the call sign was cleared with the Air
Foree commander in Vietnam, the respanse

GUARDTOONS
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was "Great!” Al the time the 188th Tactical
Fighter Squadron wis assigned under what
is now the 31si Fighier Wing. The unif {cur-
renily 150th Fighter Wing) has used the call
sign "Taco”, gince it service in Vietnom in
1968, for more than 30 vears.

The unit Aew over 6,000 combal sorties in
the F-100 "Super Sabre® jet fighters and
amassed mong than 630 medals and decora-
tions before release from federal active duty
in-June 1969, The unit also received the Air
Force Cutstanding Lindt Asward with a bronze
"V fior valor

The Mew Mexico Air National Guard has
undergone  several mircrafl conversions
throughou its history including the F-80, F-
108, A-TD, and F-160. Major scoomplish-
menis of the unit include being the first Air
National Guard unit to receive the F- 100 and
A-T fighter aircrafk; first Air Guard wnit 1o
receive low-altitude navigation and fargeting
mfrared for night equipped F-16C fighser
aircraft; first Adr Guard unit §o be assigned to
the prestigious Rapwd Deployment Faoree,
o Kiwowetn a8 the L%, Centrol Cominand:
ferst Air Guord wnit o receive e Low
Altitwde Night Attack modification (o the A-
T mirerafl

The Group received the Spaatz Trophy in
1956, Winston - Wilson Trophy in 1980, Adr
Foree Outstanding Unit Award in 1989 and
1995, Top A-T Team atf Gunsmoke in 1939
and 1991, Distinguished Flving Unit Award
in 1991, pnd Outstanding ANG Undt in 199],
In 1993, the "Tacos" came in third ploce for
fighter leams in the F-16 o Gunsmoke after
flying it for less than a year; The wnit also
qualified 1o compete in the F-16 at
Crunsmoke 935,

The enchilada dinners and the "Taco” flavor
af the Mew Mexico Air National Guard have
become celebrated by our deployments (o
Denmark, Singapore, Australia, Bosnis,
Kuwait and Saudi Arsbia,

We and our proud  hentage and
Southwestern U5, lifestyle have become
rencwned around the world.

To be known as 8 truly unigue, firsi-class
flying unit and by owr fitting nicknames, the
"Mavor” of this wonderfully hospitable fam-
ty is sccurnmtely described.

The "Taces™ have the proud distinction of
being ambassadoss for both Americo anad
New Mexico throughout the world.

Maj. Kimberly M. Lalley, New Mexico
Maotional Guard Publie Affalrs OiTicer

{Ed¥ror's comment: Many batiles have boen
won on pride and prestige slome. if's pood o
sov those hwo afinbules so prominently on dis-
play.}
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J In the News

Aviator breaks new ground for SC Guard again

Photo by Master Sgt. Phillip H. Jones, South Carolina Public Affairs
Capt. Stephanie Batien of Camden, 5.C., an aeromedical physiclan's assistant
in the South Carclina Army National Guard, stands next o g UH-80 Blackhawk
helicopler. Batten, a former National Guard pilol, has fown both the UH-1

Huey and Blackhawk hellcoplers.

By Sgt. First Class Danny Brazell
5.0, Ay Mational Guard Pubilic Affairs

CAMDEM, 5.C. - When South Carolina
Army National Guard Capl. Stephanic
Batten of Camden, 5.C., decided to reach for
the stars, she got a little choser 1o them than
most of us. It sarted in 1989 when Batien
became the South Carolina Army Mational
Guard's first female helicopter pilot,

It was not about being the first female heli-
copter pilot that thrilled Batten, 1t was Mying.
"Flying was a passion,” she said, "something
I knew early i my career 1 jiest had 1o do.

Batten entered the South Caroling Army
Mational Guard in 1986 85 0 combat medic
with the 659th Air Ambulance Detachment.
It was on her first helicopter flight, with that
umit, that she realized she wanted to [y,

=1tk thind firse Might and 1 said w0 myself
I'm going to leam to fly. I'm going to go to
fight school,” said Baten,

Perhaps the fecling was mstinctive. Batten's

father, Ed Baxley, was the former South
Caroling Mational Guard Chief of StafT and a
Mational Guard helicopier pilot as well.
It was not long before she was off to officer
candidate training t Fort Renning, Ga, and
then flight school training in 1988 at Fort
Rucker, Ala. {where she attended school with
her fotore husband, Andrew Batten, also o
National Guard helicopler pilot). She hardly
hiad her ceremionial pilst wings pinned on her
uniform before she was flying & UH-1
"Huey™ helicopter, She flew in medical air-
lifis over Sowth Camolina afier Hurrcane
Hugo {1989) roughed up the South Carolina
Coast.

Her passion for flying twmed o disappoint-
menl, when six vears later, her air ambulance
unit {pow designated the 123%h Medical
Detachment) was deactivaled by the Amy.
Batien entered unemployved helicopter pilot
ranks.

"It was a terrible loss for the sate” saed
Batten. "That unit was one that could benefit
all of South Carolina af anytime.”

Military dowmsizing left few options: for the
Mational Guard veteran of 16 years.
Helicopter pilod slots were few and difficult
to find in the Mational Guard, even lor a sea-
soned veteran.

Batien had another profession she could use
to stay connected with flying. She is n physi-
cian assastanl in civilian life. Physicians
assistants can condoct physical exams, diag-
nose and 1reat illnesses and they have some
autonemy i making medical decisions
while under the supervision of & doctor,

In the fall of 200, Batten decided o aitensd
the LS, Army Flight Surgeon Course st Fon
Rucker, Another challenge for her, another
first for the South Carolina Army National
Guard, since the state had never sent a physi-
clan's assistant to the course,

She finished the six-week course as the
Dhstingruished Honor Gradoate, iop m a class
of 40 people, becoming the first National

Guard member and the first physician's
assistant 1o recerve the avward.,

"It's good representation for our state,” saud
Batten. "Being able to represent my profes-
sion i that way was a real honor, | didi
expect any honors, | just went there o leam.”

It was not Battens' first ume af the top, in
the medical field. Batten finished at the lop
of the combat medic course she attended
when she first joined the Mational Guard as
an enlisted soldier, leaving the course as an
honor graduate.

The Might surgeon course leaches Army
medical providers ihe ing and ouls of avia-
tion medicine. Aviators mast undergo stricler
medical requirements because of the nature
of their job. Attending the class mecand
Batten, who is now a member of the
Darlington-based Company C, 163rd
Support Battalion could maimtain 8 vicarious
relationship with her beloved helicopiers.

"The Might surgeon’s course was 4 way of
staying connecied (o aviadion,” said Batten.
"I mlso wanted 10 have a part in helping to
mainiain the health and readiness of our awvi-
mlors.”

Bastien had 10 oyercome another hurdle
before she could realize her dream (o once
again work with helicopters and their crews:
There are no seromedical physician assistant
positions in the South Caroling Army
National Guard. Company C leaders came 1o
her mid, though. In o somewhst unusual
arrangement, Batten is allowed o leave ber
unit 1o spend one weekend every three
myonihs o serve as 8 agromedical physician's
assistant with units of the South Caroling
Mational Guard's 5152 Aviation Group based
nf McEntine Air Mational Guard Base in
Eastover, The arrangement allows the Guard
to have an seromedical physician's assistan
available for the fMight crews and it allows
Batten to maimtain her relationship with the
aviation side of the Army,

"Avimtors have much stricter medical
parameiers than do pverage soldiers,” said
Batten. "They more frequently have to have
their vision and hearing chocked, and they
have 10 have vearly physicals. IF they are on
cerain medications, they have o be fol-
lowed closely.”

Who would know that better than a foemer
pilat?

"l am here fotally as a medical physicion's
assiztant.” she said. "l would never tell a
pilot, Hey, you missed vour heading.” I'm
Just mol that tvpe of person.”

Batten said that ber background belps her 1o
more readily sdenfify health concermns of avi-
alors,

"Haxing been a pilot helps me to realize the
rigors, the siresses involved in flying,” she
sdded. "Because [ know the maneuvers they
musi dio, | have betier insight into what they
néed 1o do 1o retum to avintors duly if they
have a problem."”

Batten, the mother of a 4-vear-old, said she
still feels the unee to it in the palot’s seat.,
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Holy promotion:

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Vi = Pope John Paul [1 has
recognized a National Guard chaplain who
has devoted more than two decades 10 help-
ing Air Guard men and women find inner
peace about the prospects of going 1o war

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) William Charbonneau, a
Catholic pricst for pearly 30 years, was
given the bonorific title of "monsignoe® in
recognition of his estraondinary work and
accomplishments, be was recently informed
by the Archdiocese of Military Services.

Charbonneau, 53, i3 deputy chiel of the Adr
Mationn] Guard's Chaplain Services Division
at the Notional Guerd Boreau in Arfington,
Vi, He is the first Alr Guard chaplain o the
Ciuard Burgay to be named a monstgnor.

That lifetime appointment, which i3 ellec-
tive immedistely, elevates the Connecticul
Air Guard chaplain above the rank and file
clergy and pocs with the tifle "Chaplain b
Hix Holiness," Charbonnesy explpined.

It will oot, he odded, alter his military
duties. Mor does i mean he will be sum-

Air Guard Chaplain named monsignor

moned to Rome. He will continee to guide

and suppord the 56 Catholic chaplains who
minister 1o Air Guord units across the coun-
iry and 1o counsel all who seck him out af the
Guard Boresw., He will plso continue his
efforts of the past five years (o entice Roman
Catholic priests to become Air Guard chap-
lams, he explained.

"Twenty-two percent of our Air Guard
chaplains are Catholic priests, but 29 percent
of our force is Catholic,” Charbonnean said.
*Ohur goal 15 increase the numbser of Catholic
chaplains to about 30 percent.”

He will alio continue to celebrute Mass on
Sunday mornings # the Reagan National
Airport near Washington, DUC., a5 he has
been daing for several years since joining the
Cruard Bureaw's stafl in July 1996,

“I never savw it coming. | was totally blown
away,” said the down-to-carth Charbonneau
about his designaiion as & monsignos. [ kave
abways felt it is imporant (o do your best by
consistemly maintaining the ministry and ot
look for recognition.”

That recognition is indeed significant, other
priests explained, and it gives him o higher
standling in the Catholic clergy’s pecking
order.

Monsignor, in the spintual order come-
sponds to the word officer in the milifary,
states The Catholic Encyvelopedia aboul the
tithe that dates back 1o the 14th century,

"l never thought I'"d be considered,” said
Charbonneau who is the first Catholic priest
from the Air Guard to be assigned to the
Kational Guard Bureau, Charbonneau's main
concern, however, remains with the Air
Guard people who must come to terms with
the idea of deing harm to others when they
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are sent 1o war and with the unit chaplains
who must help those men and women
resolve their moral conflicts.

"The satisfaction | get from being & military
chaplain is to prepare people to go to war i
our country needs them and to help other
chaplains be ready 1o go o war with their
units,” he said. "It docso't get any more
rewarding than to be there with them.™

Charbonneau paid his owns dues a4 the unit
and state levels afier being ordained os a
priest im 1973,

He served with on Air Forge Beserve wing
a1 Westover Air Force Base in Massachuseiis
for 16 months affer receiving his commis-
sion in November 1979, and he was senior
chaplain for the Conneciiout Air Guard from

Phaolo by Master Sgi. Beb Haskoell, Mational Guard Bursais

Chaplain (Lt Col.) William Charbonneau, the first Air Natlonal Guard Catholic chaplain serving at the Mational Guard
Bureau, has been named a monsignor. He has been a priest since 1373.

March 1981 wndil joining the Guard Burcau
gtafl in 1996. He served on the Air Mational
Guard’s Chaplain Advisory Group from
1994 through 199,

He was also principal and president of his
alma mater, East Catholic High School in
Manchester, Conn., for 13 vears before
accepling the full-time pesition at the Guard
Burcan

He 15 regarded ns o man who reasons miher
than a priest who preaches by those who
have asked for his belp in resolving their
conflicts about serving their God as good
Chrstians while -serving thew couniry as
good airmen and soldiers,

Charbonneau indicated he has counseled
many people about these conflicts as the

Wational Guard has taken an active role in
the war against terrorism of home and abroad
sinee last Sept. 11,

"We all know that this is the military duty
we signed up o do Tor our country, even if
we hoped ond prayed as Christians that i
would never happen, We have to believe
that, somehow, God will get us through,”
observed L Col. Bill Chorbonneaw, who
can now be called "monsignor” becanse of
his new standing in e Catholic chureh but
who will always answer to “chaplain®
because of what he does for the Mational
Ciuard,

(Edftor's note: Chaplain (Col) Donald Hill is &
priead who I8 the chiel of chaplaing for the
Army Nafhanal Guand )
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Immigrants serve their new country

By Michelle Firmbach
(Courtesy of the Portsmouth Horald)

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. - They met over
a handful of dates — the only food they
could find, It was a quiet day. There was
no shooting. 1t wasn't long before they
fell in love, married and fled their home
conEniry.

When these two Bosnian refugees ran
from war's aflermath, they never thought
they would end up in the New
Hampshire Mational Gusard.

Irma Ugrincic arrived in New York City
five years ago, Camying wo sullcases
and 532 in her pocket. Ugrincic, a balle-
ring. left Saryjevo, Bosnin-Herzegovina,
with her husband, Predrag Jovanovic, a
police officer, in 1997,

They had no friends, no relatives and
pould speok barely any English when
they amived. They wanted & normal life -
a job, a car, basic freedoms,

"Unfortunately, in our country that was
noi possible because of all the destruc-
tion ond war,” Ugrincic said.

Bui that 15 what they found here. They
lived in Chicage for a while. Ugrincic
got a job making flight reservations for

"After four years of being at war, you just want to gef away
from that. But I realized it's not like you see in the movies;
in the Guard it's fust a big family. People really care about

each other:" — Ugrineie

American Transit Air. Jovanovic volun-
teered fior the Salvation Army.

About a year |ster, they settled in New
Hampshire. Ugrincic joined a MNashua-
baged ballet company. Jovanavie found a
job working as on engineer in
Manchester,

Tt wasn't long before Jovanovie decided
to join the New Hampshire Army
Mationel Guard, despite Ugnneoic’s
ohjections, She wanted to escape the
arms and the umiforms.

*After four years of being at war, you
just want to get away from that”
Ugrincic said. "Bt I realized it's not like
you see in the movies; in the Guard it's
just a big family. People really care abowt
each other."

Jovanowig, 30, was called to active duty
five days ofter Sept. 11, serving as a
flight medic aboard VH-60 "Blackhawk™

helicopters with the 1159%th Medical
Company of the New Hampshire Army
Mational Guard.

"I don't think it's enough o pay laxes,”
Jovanwrvic said. "This couniry gave us
the opportunity to start over again. This
i5 0 better way."

Mow, Ugrincic has signed op for duty.
Uprincic volunteered 1o serve her new
country in the New Hampshire Air
Mational Guard's 15Tth A Refueling
Wing as a laboratory technicusm,

"1 just think it's a wonderful opportuni-
Iy 1o give a little back fo this country,”
shie zaid, "When we armived here, we did-
't have anything. This country gave us
oppoTiunity”.

*At first [ thought about goang into the
Army, but, no offense, | just like the Air
Fonce better,” she said.

The couple has ppplicd for citizenship.
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Chief

evening at the Crystal Gateway Marrion in
Adlington.

It will be hasd, however, to top the tribute
that his peers gave to Davis on fune 22 when
he was inducted o the Mingteman Hall of
Fame duning the 78,000-member Reserve
Officers  Associgion’s  T6th  National
Convention in Philadelphins.

Some 300 people sttended the banguet at
ihe Adam's Mark Hotel where Davis and Lt
Gen, Thomas Plewes were inducted info that
hall of fame with a dignified display of satin-
finizhed brass nameplates on the fifth Moor

of the association’s hesdguariers in
Washingion next to the U.S. Capitol and
Supreme Court,

Plewes retired as chiel of the Army Reserve
on May 23, Admiral James Loy, who will
retire as commandant of the Coast Guard on
Aug. 1, was inducted into that hall of fame
when the convention opened on Thirsday,
Jumne

Davis has joined & distingunshed group of
77 others who have been inducted inio the
hall of fame, Former Pressdent Harmy Truman
was among the first four (o be inducied in
1959, ©Others include President  John
Kemedy, Sen. Barry Goldwater, Air Force
Gen, Curtis LeMay and Armmy Genernls
Omar Bradley, William Westmoreland and
Colin Powell,

"I feel a little bit out of place among these
great patriots,” Davis told his Saturday night
audience afler becoming the first Mafional
Ciuard general fo receive that distincion.
“Bu | know Tor centain we all serve the same
country and that we all have had the same
level of energy, dedication and commit-
menk.”*

The Reserve Officers Associalion was
formed in 1922 and chartered by Congress m
1950 "o support ond promaote the develop-
ment and execution of a military policy for
the United States that will provide adequate
national securnty,”

"Were all committed 1o the couse against
temorism,” sald Davis of the effort that has
galvanyzed more than SO,08K) reserve compo-
nent troops, including more than 50,000
from the National Chasrd, with their active
duty counterparts during the past nine
miomiths.

"This is o fantastic team that the United
Stales has pul fogcther over the years that has
been the salvation of lberty not only for
those who have the privilege of living in this
country but for the world,” Davis observed.
*We continne to muke sacrifices for the lib-
ertics we enjoy,” he added, "but | don't know
one of us who would step away from that
beeause when that sacrifice is required we all
stand up and want 10 be counted.”
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Blocking the flow of drugs:

L1 L}
dine engineers train h i
.

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mabicnal Guard Bursau

SAN DIEGO - It took Joshua Chamberlain
a long me to get 1o Californda, That well-
traveled Civil War hero from Maine finally
msde it in spirt, if not in deed, 1o the West
iLoast 88 vears after his death thanks to s few
hundred members of the Maine Army
National Guard's 133rd Engineer Battalion.

Furthermore, the battalion traveled 2600
miles across the coundry this spring o serve
together in the same way that Chamberlain's
famed 20th Maine Infantry Regiment held
the left end of the Union line o Gettysburg,
Pa., on the pivotal afternoon of July 2, 1863,

The southern Maine battalion based in
Crardiner includes in its lineage the 20th
Muine. lis molto is: "To The Last Man.”

Helping to stop illegal drugs from entering
this country, rather than helping 1o defeat the
Confederate Army and preserve the Union,
was the cause that brought the 133rnd togeth-
er for two weeks of annual fraining along the
Mexican border near San Diego, in
California's southwestern-most comer. You

can’i get much farther from Maine within the
continental United States,

It was the first time since a change of com-
mand ceremony in Augusta, Maine, in July
1995 that the bartalion had been together. No
one was ceriain how long it had been since
the entire battalion had actunlly served
tisgether in the same place,

"I's been a long time,” said Li Col. David
Duchring, 52, who took command of the
[ 33rd carlier this year. He was determined to
pull his battalion together by making their
recent annial traiming a memorable event for
the Guard citizen-soldiers from Maine and
Tor seven Army National Guard medics from
Inclimna.

"We want to show these people the magni-
tude of their organization,” said the pew
commander who hopes the adveniure will
help persuade enough additional people 1o
sign up and bring the battalion of 571 citi-
zen-soldiers 1o its puthorized strength of 661,
"We want this to be un annual training they'll
remember and ik about for a long time,” he
said of the 360 who made the irip,

There was plenty to talk about. Besides the

"l get the chance to talk them through the process, and |
see a lot of light bulbs go on. They say "Yeah, now | get it."

— Sgt. 1st Class Michael Kutz

primary engineer mission along the border
where Tijuana, Mexico, crowds next o
southern California, the Maine troops tested
their combal and land navigation skills in a
hellish place of snakes and rocks called La
Posta where Mavy SEALS train for mountain
wiarfare.

They showed 18 civilian emplovers who
were flown in from Maine what this National
Giunrd duty 18 all about. They stood tall Iate
one aflernoon during an impressive battalion
review and awards ceremony. They woke up
the ULS, Navy base where they staved while
shouting cadence during o before-dawn bat-
talion rum the following mommg.

In short, they packed as much soldierly
work ond training as they possibly could o
two memorable, busy weeks in California.

The main mission nvolved tmining under
the Californin Army Guarnd's Task Force

Photos by Mastor Sgb Bob Haskoll, National Guard Butesd

Maine Army National Guard Staff Sgt. Harold Whitten briefs his civilian boss from Malne, Larry Hawks, about the con-
structlon work which citizen-soldiers in the 133rd Engineer Battalion did on the U.5.-Mexican border barrier system
during their two weeks of annual training In southern California in May. Part of the new barrier is in the background.
Whitten works for Hawks as a custodian at the Enfield Station Elementary Schoal.
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Grizzly. That organization has been provid-
ing the heavy equipment and bringing in
enginecr troops from all over the country to
build and mamiain n sophisticated barrier
system between San Diego County and
Mexico for the U.S. Border Patrol since
1948,

The idea is to channel all of the taffic
between the two countries through estab-
lished highways, so-called points of entry,
amdd to make it more difficult than ever to
smuggle illegal drigs past the Border Patrol
along what used 1o be an open and inviting
barder.

Separte companics from the 133rd have
supported that mission for two weeks at a
time during the past three years when as
many as H) upils have been rotnied to the
project from April through September, the
annual construction season, explained Capl
John Klinkam, the task force’s deputy direc-
for.

However, this was the first time that an

.. cuiire baitalion was broughit to the project for

two weeks and it worked extremely well,
California people claimed.

"This has been fantastic, just faniastic,” said
Klinkam, "The 133rd was an excellent bat-
iabion to test this idea. This s the future for
Task Foree Grizely.™

Many people made it work in many ways,

Consider, for cxample, the Wilkinsons,
David is the first sergeant, the top enlisted
soldier, for Company C in Lewision and
Morway. Alicia, his wife, s the noncommis-
sianed officer responsible for readiness al the
Headquarters Support Company in Portland.

They left their three children, including two
doughters who are 2 vears old and & months
old, with relatives in Maine so they could
seryve with their battation in Califormnia,

It was the first time they had both been
nway from their children at the same time,
said Alicin, nnd thal was not an easy thing 1o
e,
"If something happened, it would take us a
day and o half o get home. And that would
be the quickest. That's my biggest concern,”
added Alicia, who spent Mother's Day o long
way from her 'children,

"Bud this is where we belong with our sol-
diers,” she said, “And our children are in
very capable hande" So were the projects
that occupied most of the Mainé engineers'
working hours, along 8 more than 7-mile
sirelch of the dry, dusiy border and af La
Posta.

They upgraded streiches of the gravel road
that runs between the two stretches of fence
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Engineers

that defines the intemational border. They
built two concrete box culverts and prepared
another site for  stretch of six-foot drainage
pipes before new fencing and highting sys-
tems can be erected.

They constructed two wooden barmcks and
improved rifle and pistol ranges for SEALS
who train at the La Posta Mountam Warfare
Training Sate.

They acknowledged thot 1t was n unigue
place and way 1o improve their skills as mil-
ILary eogineers,

"Ohur company would probably not come (o
the U.S.-Mexican border 10 do a surveying
job.* said Spe. Carrie Fletcher, who works
for & commercial surveying firm in
Windham, Maine, and who belongs to the
battalion's technical engineering section.

*This has let me expand my range of expe-
riences,” added Fletcher who was part of the
surveying team working on a Saturday mom-
ing a1 the LW, Creek project, 50 yards from
Tijuana, where the big drainage pipes will be
buried during the course of this summer,

"This iz a long way to trave] for training, bt
a ot of my people are getting o work on the
equipment,” said Sgt. Ist Cliss Michael
Kutz, Fleicher's supervisor, who s also a
civilian survevor. "1 get the chance 1o wlk
them through the process, and [ see a ot of
light bulbs go on. They say "Yeah, now I get
[ A

The amount of work the Maine people
sccomplished impressed people like Doug
Hucker, a retired SEAL who manages the La
Posta truining anca.

"I've been waiting for two vears to get this
waork done. These Maine peogple did it in two
weeks" he told the civilian employers wheo
flew 1o California to see what their workers
do as Mationn] Guard soldiers. The Employver
Support of the Guard and Reserve program
made that three-day trip possible during the
battalion's second week of duty,

*These engineers are the most professional
buflders I've ever seen” Hucker added.
*They would be in competition with the
MNavy's Secabees.”

The enginecrs did not go hammer to ham-
mer with the Seabees. They did, however, go
head-to-hend among themselves during the
"Chamberlnin Challenge.”

Eight teams of half a dozen mombers ran,
walked and climbed o groeling course over
the La Posta terrain duning the weekend.
They were tested on rescuing a downed heli-
copter pilot. They put on their protective
chemical suits and ran in the 90-degree heat.
The fastest teams took more than three hours
to cover the route. Two teams did not com-
plete the course,

Those that did found L1 Col, David
Duchring waiting for thom at the highest
point of the course, a 4,000-foot peak that
overlooked that expanse of  southern
Califormia desen.

Commanding the 133rd has been his dream
sipce he eamed his commission as & combad
engineer in 1981, Duchring explained. Now

- TR

Maine Army National Guard Spe. Charlle Warren adjusts the steel rods for a concrete box culvert that citizen-soldiers
from the 133rd Engineer Battalion built for the barrier system being constructed aleng the U.5.-Mexican border during
their two weeks of annual training in southern California in May. (Below) Lieutenant Colonel David Duehring, com-
mander of the Maine Army National Guard's 133rd Engineer Battalion, believes that "soldiers need to see their leaders
in the field,” even if it means climbing to the highest point on a land navigation course in the southern California desert,

theat e has the job, after spendmg fowr years -
oz the Maine Army Notional Guard's recruit-

ing and retention manager, he intends to do it

right.

He has purchased bugles for the batalion's
cight companies and detachments o be
played when the soldiers full in during weck-
end drills. He has vowed o be with his
troops, even if that means spending a long
Sunday on top of a desert mountain.

"Soldiers need 1o see their leaders in the
Tield,” said Dughring.

Joshuea Chamberlain believed the samc
thing. He was wounded six times, once near-
by fatally, and he had six horses shot from
under him during the Civil War because he
insisted on leading from the front. He is sull
regarded a5 one of the premier leaders n
U5, Army history.

There is a Maine way of saying that the
lendership qualities that served the 20th
Maine Regiment w0 well nearly 140 years
ago are alive and well in the 133rd Engineer
Battalion today, It goes something hike this:
*O' Joshua would of been proud.”




By Capl. Goorge Worrall
Maaachuselis Alr Matesnal Guard

FORT DRUM, N.Y. - An Air Force Resarve
and two Alr National Guard fighter units
rounded out the top team homors in the
worldwide A-10 competition, known as
"Hawgsmoke,” held st Fort Drum New York
earlier this yenr.

The four-member team from the Air Force
Beserve's 47th Fighter Squadron, Barksdale
Air Force Base, La., took home the trophy
and the hoor as the world's best overall A-
11 team. The competition included |7 tcams
from the Air Matiopal Guard, Air Force and
Aur Force Reserve,

"l think what really pulled it off for us were
a o4 of lessons leamed from the Last compe-
fitbon,” soid Maj. Marc "Thor" Qlson, pilot
angd winning team leader, 47th Fighter
Squadron, " We camie in second in the overall
in 20000, ..umd we really wanbed to strive to be
betier than we were before,

“Dur mainienanee people back home play a
really big part in making sure the jets and the
weapons sysiems all worked g0 our success
is a reflection en the qualay wl,;-:rk they did
petting 05 ready.” .

The rammers-up, both from the Asr National
Ciuard, for the overall team sward were the
Massachusetts Air National Guard's 1311
Fighter Squadron, Bames Municipal Airport,
Mass., in second ploce and the Marvland Air
Motional Guand's 104th Fighter Squadron
from Baltimore in third place.

"Two reasons the Guord and Reserve did so
well s the average expenence level is high-
er than the active duty, and while the guard
and reserve operations tlempo is higher than
i was, the active duty [tempo] 15 still high-

—— 1
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Guard pilots out perform acti

—

LULE. Al Fomoo photos by Sanior Alnman-Jeramiab hiachi

The 131:! Fighter Squadron team from Barnes Municipal Airport, Mass. who won second place in the 2002 Hawgsmoke
competition at Fort Drum, N.Y., pose for a team photo.

who led the thind place team, 104th Fighier
Squadron, Baltimore, Md, "Their [active
duty] ability to focus and prepare for this
[competmion] is mose limited. Each member
of my tcam had 1500 [flving hourd], on aver-
age about 300 more hours per team member
thnn the active duty.”

The &2 A-10 aircmfl, commonly called
"Warthogs." represented all but one of the
world's A-10 units. Crews came froni as for

er,” sand Moy, Kevin

*Stubby” Campbell,

away as Germany and Korea fo pilot their A-

Maintenance crews remove a travel pod as an A-10 arrives at Fort Drum, N.Y.
for the 2002 Hawgsmoke competition, May 16.

B O Cui

10 Thumderbolt [Ts in the competition, which
was hosted by the previous winming feam
from the Connecticul Air National Guard's
11 8ih Fighter Squadron,

"Day one was a tnctical competition, where
they practiced employing against o target out
on the field with contralled tming, Day two
wits live bombing and strafing [firing the A-
10z Gatiling gun ogainst 8 target],” said Li.
Col. Lapdis Cook, pilot and Hawgsmoke
kead judge, of the Connecticut Adr MNational
Giumnds 1 18th Fighter Squadron.

Cook explumed that the judges compared
the dig‘ilﬂ tape that nbjcclhtl:r shows the
details of the mission, to the videotape, from
imgade the aircrafl that shows what the pilot
and their instruments saw to determine acco-
FICy,

The competition focuses on accuraiely
dropping bombs, fining the Mavenick missale
and strafing proficiency with the A-10% 30
millimeter Gaitling gun. The judges sdded
up the individial and team scores o deter-
mine winners based on where their bomba
landed pnd how well they shot,

"With 17 very highly qualified teams there
i nol @ whale kot [of points difference]
between doing very well and ending up near
the bowom,” said Lt Col. Demsis "Catos"
Yount, leader of the Top Bomber Team,
[ 18th Fighter Squadron

Al the awards ceremony, Lt Col. Daniel

Peabody, [rom the Connecticut it that
organieed the competition, explimed thal
they decided 1o continue with the competi-
tion for two reasons after the evenls of
seplember 11, "The first®, scoording 1o L
Col. Peabody, commander, 103rd Operations
Group, Conpecticul Air Mational Guard,
"wis because of the relatively small commu-
mity of A- 1 units, the units can benefil from
the personal relationships that competition
fosters as they work together on tactics used
in military hot spots scross the world.

"The sccond is o send the messape thai
[alihough] we don't have a lot of sman
weapons on the A-10, we have a lol of sman
pilots and maoimensnce people who can
deliver actual ordinance onio acal targets.”

In addition 1o the wp overall team, awards
were presented to individuals and for the
subcategories that made up the overall
awand. Firsd im the major subcategories wene
the 1018ith Fighter Squadron, Bradley
International Airport, Conn, as ithe Top
Bomber Team, and the 131st Fighter
Squadron, Bames Municipal Airport, Mass,
p= the Top Tactical Team. Both icams ane
from the Adr Mational Guard. Maj. Kevin 1.
"Stubby™ Campbell, 104th Fighter Squadron
in Baltimore, earned the top overall pilot
T

"I would be Iving if | did not say there was
some ek involved,” spid Campbell abou
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As Connecticut’s A-10's arrived May 16 at Fort Drum,
M.Y., maintenance crews fueled and loaded bombs for
the 2002 Hawgsmoke competition.

his accomplishment. "Given the caliber of those in the room [at the
awards ceremony| enybody could have done i.” :
Units represented included: the 25th Fighter Squadron, Osan Air ;
Base, Republic of Korea; 47th Fighter Squadron, Barksdale Air
Force Base, La.; T4th and 75th Fighter Squadrons, Pope Air Farce
Base, N.C: 8lst Fighter Squadron, Spangdahlem Air Base;
Germany; 103rd Fighter Squadron, Willow Grove, Pa; 104th
Fighter Squodron, Baltimore, Md.; 118th Fighter Squadron,
Bradley International Airport, Coan.: 1315t Fighter Squadron,
Barnes Municipal Airport, Mass.: 17204 Fighter Squadron, WE_
Kellogg Airpori, Mich.; 190th Fighter Squadron, Boise Adr
Terminal, Idaho; 303rd  Fighter Squadron, Whiteman Aiwr Force
Base, Mo 355th Fighier Squadron, Eielson Air Force Base, b
Alaska: 354th, 357th & 358th Fighter Squadrons, Davis-Monthan |
Air Force Base, Aniz.; 422nd Test and Evaluation Squadron, Nellis

Air Force Base, Nev.; T06th Fighter Squadron, Naval Air Station . e
Meow Orleans. La The 104th Fighter Squadron team from Baltimore, Md. who won third place in the 2002 Hawgsmoke compe-

tition at Fort Drum, N.Y,, pose for a team phaoto.
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Loold_ng forward to the 2006 g_ames

By Mastor Sgi. Bob Haskell
Hational Guard Bunassi

ARLINGTOMN, Va - The next Winter
Dhympics may seem [ike an sge sway, but
2006 15 right around the comer for National
Ciuard soldiers who are already determined
to improve on the United Siates' fortumes in
the bobsled and binthlon 1o Turin, Ttaly.

Specialist Bill Tavares from New York amd
Sgt. Tuffy Latour from Vermont, the two
coaches of the gold-medal women's bobsied
team, and Spe. Mike Kohn from Yirging, a
bromee metalist bobsledder, made that per-
fectly clear eardier this vear al the MNational
Ciuard Burcau's home office in Ardington,
Va.,

“We've hod only 0 wedk off since the Games
ended. We've been given the team for the
next four years, and we're alrendy prepaning
the budget for the World Cup and for trainimg
for the next CHympics,” explained Tavares
near the end of a whiflwind week of recep-
tions Eround Washington, 13,0,

The bobsledders were among nine soldier-
athletes. who were hosored ot the National
Ciuard Burcau following the 2002 Salt Lake
City Games.

They inchuded seven Army Guard soldiers,
Armry Reserve 2md Lt Gameit Hines and

sctive Armiy Spe. Doug Sharp. All but Hines
represented the LS, Araw’s World Cliass
Athlete Progrm. Five were members of the
three-bobsled teams that eamed gold, silver
andl bronze medaks st Park City, Lah.

"What vou all kave done and continue 1o do
and whit you represent is such a magnificent
example and rale model for the young people
ourt there and for all of our soldiers,” said Lt
Gen. Ruossell Davis, Chief of the National
Gieard Bureas.

Two Army Gunrd bisthlctes also goi an
extrn 15 mimues of Fame,

Sergeant  Kristing Sabastennski  from
Vermont was singhed out for helping to carry
ihe tnttered Amcrican flag recoversd From
ihe World Trade Center after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist atmacks into the opening ceremony.
Vermont Spe. Jeremy Teela was recognized
fior his umprecedended 14th place U.S. finigh
in the 2i-kilometer men's race on the first
day of that combined skiing and shooting
event.

Minnesotn Guard Spe. Andrea Nahrgang, o
memier of the women's- bathlon team, and
Yermont Siaff Sot. Dan Westover, an alter-
nate on the men's biathlon team, were also
jpart of the delegation.

The group presented Davis with a framed

Prodo by Master Sgt. Carl Legone, Mational Guard Burasa

MNew York Army National Guard Spe. Bill Tavares (left) accepts a Certificate of
Commendation from Lt Gen. Russell Davis, Chief of the Mational Guard

Bureau, for representing this country last February during the XIX Winter

Olympics in Utah. Tavares is the head coach of the two-woman bobsled team
that won the gold medal during that inaugural winter games event.
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Fholo by Masier Sl Bob Hasksll, Nabonal Guard Bureau

Joseph McCloskey, 10, was one of the young fans who sought autographs
from Virginla Army Natlonal Guard Spc. Mike Kohn (right) and other military
members of the United States’ 2002 Winter Olympics team at the Mational
Guard Bureau in Arfington, Va. Kohn earmmed a bronze medal in the four-man
bobsled event. Joseph's father, Army Guard Maj. Tom McCloskey, looks on.

collage of o dozen autographed photos of the
2002 military winter Dlympinns.

"I've been todd that 1 may go through & posi-
Olympic depression. But 1 have not expen-
enced any of that,” said Kohn after visiting
the White House and posing with a few
dozen members of the U5, Olympic and
Pamlympwe teams for & groop pholo with
President Geonge W, Bush,

The president praised the Olympians for
lifting the country’s spirits while claiming a
LIS, record 34 Winter Olympics medals.

Deputy Defense Secretury Paul Wolfowitz
welcomed 11 of the mililary athletes, includ-
mg gold-medal women's bobsled driver Spe.
Jill Bakken from the Utah Army Guard, io
the Pentagon on behalf of Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld,

Placing & wreath beside the Tomb of the
Unknowns at Arlinglon Nationnl Cemetery
on Monday "was ane of the cool things we
ot 1o do," smd Teela

Scores of autograph-secking youngsiers
whin went 1o work with their military parenis
on Thursday converged on the soldier-ath-
letes who visited the Mational Guard Burean
ms pari of Operation Lanrel Wreath,

Hines, who belonged to the Georgia Army
Guard from 1996 to 1998, was part of the
LLS, four-man bobsled team that eamed the
silver medal for finishing second afier he
placed fourth in the two-man competition.

Kohn and Sharp were pushers on the four-
man leam that camed the bronze. Sharp, o

chiropractic doctor, cracked up the crowd
when he said he would like to join the Air
Mational Caarnd,

"We'll figure out some place to use vou,”
Inughed Davis, an Alr Guasd general fom
the Dhstreet of Calumbin,

"We're really proud of you for serving amd
representing vour country in more wayvs than
one,” said Davis in 8 more serious lone,
"You've represented your country in military
uniforms and in your capacity as Olympians.
That's a high privilege and a high calling.”

The work has not let up, said those intent on
representing the U5, in Italy four vears from
W,

"There was joy for about two weeks, and
then we jumped right back on the horses and
got back 1o work," said Latour about how the
first women's Olympic bobsledding gold
medal won by Bakken and civilian Vonetia
Flowers has rubbed off on the coaches. "It's
kept me and Bill inderesied in going for the
gold n 2006."

Teela vowed that be would make another
run at the bisthlon team, and Kohn hos said
he hopes to be drving miher than pushing o
bobsled by then.

"My father used 1o be in the 5th Special
Forces Group at Fort Bragg, N.C." Kohn
relsted. “One of his Amy friends told me
that being an Olympic athlete is the second-
best way to serve your country. Now | know
what he means.”




Air Guard unit
assists community
in cleaning up 11
environmental
restoration sites

WESTFIELD, Mass, — The govemnor
and legislature of Massachusetls recently
recognized environmental cleanup and
community involvement effons i Bames
Air MNational Guard Base, Westhield,
Mass,

Gov, Jane Swift and the state senate
issued proclsmations commending the
Massachusetts  Air MNational  Guard’s
104tk Fighter Wing and its Community
Adwvisory Boand,

According to John Richardson, installp-
tion environmenial manager, the base has
remaved four 25, 000-gallon underground
stornge tnks, excavated or recycled nemr-
Iy 1900 tons of fucl-conteminated soil,
remeddizted 357 cubic vards of soil, and
mitiated a soil bio-venting system at a
total cost of nearly $8335,000,

Formed in 1996, the Community
Advisory Board is the main information
link between the installation and the near-
by community for the unit’s clean-up of
11 Environmental Restoration Sites.

The board is co-chaired by Col. Michael
Boulanger, 104th Fighter Wing com-
mander, and Everctt Talmadge, communi-
ty. ¢o-chair. The board also received the
Year 2002 Green Business Award from
the Bames Aquifer Protection Advisory
Commities for its “ambitious cfforns 1o
help protect the Barnes Aquifer,”

For more than five decades, the [(dth
Fighter Wing has provided fighter and
battlefield air superiority, flying aircrafl
ranging the P-47 Thunderbolt fighter ir-
crafl o the current A-10 Thunderboli
close-suppart aitack aircraft. The wing
has also assisted the community during
local emergencies or notural disasters
over thut same time period.

By M5G Pallas deBeftencourt
Madsachusems Nabonal Guard

Dwuty, Honor, Coumry .., The West Poini
miotio, words perhaps best personified by
Gencral Douglas MacAnhur and por-
trayed throughout his personal life and
military career. In his memory, the
Cienernl Douglas MacArhur Foundation
wns. formed and is now headquartered in
Morfolk, Va. The foundation exists 1o
honor those junior officers who have
shown exceptional skills in |endership
and who display a commitment fo the
concepls of duty, honor and couniry,
El.mh vear since 1988, the Foundation
has presented 27 awards to
ortstanding company
grade officers. The oflicers
come from all components
of the Army, are nominated
by their Major Commanids
(MACOMs) and compete
through o centralized board. Thireen
awards are given o the active Army,
seven to the Army National Cheard and
seven (o the Army reserve -

This May, Chief Warrant Officer James
. Slater, o member of the T26th
Maintenance Batalion, was awarded the
Ceneral Douglas MacArthur Leadership
Award by the Army Chief of Seafl & the
Pentagon.  "I'm honored, ve! also hum-
bled 1 be winning such a prestigious
award,” said Slater. "It's quile an homor io
be chosen... There are [officers from] 54
stales and territories competing for this
award and all are equally deserving.”
The ceremony, held on the quad of the
Pentagon, included each recipient con-
ducting an in-office visit with their
respective  congressman, an  awards
breakfast and & host of guest speakers.
Each recipient will also partake in a
wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier in Ardington, Va.

"The military has provided me with a
comfortable and stable living, and has
given me & satisfying cancer with many
un opportunity Lo excel and sdvance, |
have always been proud to be in the serv-
ice of my country,” said Slater.

El.ul:nr

National Defense Medal authorized for troops on active duty on or after Sept. 11

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Depanment
of Defense annoanced recently, that service
members o active duty on or after Sept.
11, 2001, are eligible to receive the
National Defense Service Medal,

"The sacnfices and contributions made by
the Armed Forces in direct response o the
terrorism attacks on the United States and

1o the long-term resobution of terronsm
merit special recogmition,” said Deputy
Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowite,

The MNational Defense Service Medal may
also be awarded to members of the Reserve
components who are ordered 1o federnl
active duty, regardless of dumtion, except
for cerinin catcgories.

While mo closing dale has been estab-
lished, eligible service members can
receive the award immedistely,

The Mational Defense Service Medal was
first established by President Eisenhower in
1953, and was ml'uaqmﬂ:,' awarded for
honorable active service for any penod
between June 27, 1950 and July 27, 1954,

between Jan. 1, 1961 and Aug. 14, 1974,
and between Aug. 2, 1990 and Nov. 30,
1995,

(Edifor's note: The National Defense Service
Medal is on the web st hilpfwwir-pers
scom.army.miltagd/tioh/awards/nation-
al*idefenso i Msenies 20medal . him)
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Surviving the perfect storm: The real story

By Mark F. Soupiset

The release of “The Perfect Storm,” o movie
depicting the trae story of the sword fishing
boat Andrea Gail and its disappearance al
sea, introduced millions of theatergoers o
the terror md violence wreaked by the mas-
sive meteorologieal disaster that chorned the
Morth Atlantic in late Oclober 1991,
Hundreds of miles southwest of the doomed
Andrea Gail, USAA members Lt, Col. David
Ruvola and Lt Col. Graham Buschor
lenrned about the storm first hamd,

I'he pair, botl helicopler pilots a2 that time
with the | (ah Rescue Wing of the Mew York
Adr National Guard, were called upon to help
save o civilisn on a sinking sailboat 250
miles off the New Jersey coast. Their Shory
of courage, in the face of life-threstening
danger, was told in gripping detail by
Sebastian Junger, awthor of the best-selling
novel, “The Perfect Storm.” A composite
slory of several such real-life rescues by the
Air National Guard and U.S. Coast Guard
also became a subplod in the movie.

Late on the aflernoon of Octaber 30, 1991,
with co-pilot Buschor at hiz side, Ruvola
flew an Air Natonal Guard H-60 helicoper
over the thundering sea in near-toinl dark-
ness toward the stmnded vessel. The crew
included flight engineer Jim Mioli and two
parafescue jumpers (Fls), John Spillane and
Rick Smith. After two mid-air refuclings
from a C-130 tanker plane and more than an
bour of flying inlo the worst weather they
had ever faced, the H-60 crew was unable to
allempt the rescue,

"We were looking down at 30- o 40-foot
seas and the winds were 40 to 50 knots,” says
Ruvola, "We didn't know wihether or not a P
dropped into the water would be able to
make it onto the boat, and whether or not
wie'd be able to get him back off the boat. The
hoist operator was concerned that — becanse
of the size of the wave-swells — the cable
could be snapped while hoisting someone
back into the helicopter.

*All considered, we decided 10 allow the C-
|30 that was overhead to drop survival gear
Lo the stranded sailor] and head for home,”
Buvola exploins, Forfunaiely, the crew of a
Romanian freighter eventually pulled the
man to safety. But because of a fluke com-
munication mix-up carlier that day, Ruvala
didn't have the necessary weather informa-
tion 1o prevent what would happen next.

A band of min 20 miles long and 50 miles
wide was closing in on the H-60 as it made
is way west loward home. At 8 p.m., Ruvola
wos attempling 1o connect wath the C-130 1o
refuel when the helicopter hit a wall of 75-
knot headwinds. *It was very, very turbulent
and we were irving to find smoather air to
complete the final refiucling,” recalls Ruvola.
"We contined 10 climb and even descend

Subsmitted phoba

Lt. Col. David Ruvola flew an Alr National Guard H-60 helicopter over the thundering sea In near-total darkness on a
mission to rescue a civilian on a sinking sailboat some 250 miles away.,

below the clowds, At one point, we were 500
feet above the water and vou could see the
ragged, bottom edge of the clouds mixing on
the horizon with the whitewater of the
ocean.” Visibility was so bad inside the
clouds that, on occasion, Ruvols was unable
1o see the C-130's wings directly in fromt of
himm.

An hour-and-a-half later, after 30 harrowing
aftempls between 4,500 feel and 300 fee
made unbelievably difficult by weather-
damage to the C-130's left-hand fuel drogue,
the H-60 had only 20 minutes of fisel remain-
ing. Unable to complete the refueling
maneuver, Buvols made the fatefal and nee-
eszary decision 1o ditch into the Atlantic, Co-
pilot Buschor isssed a mayday over the
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radio’s emergency frequency and alerted the
Lopast Guard cutter Tamaroa, a few miles o
the northeast. " remember very vividly my
call for help,” says Buschor. " was painting
the Tamaroa on our mdar, so | knew it was
only 12 miles away. Unfortunately, we didn't
have enough fuel 1o go that far,

“The Tamaroa responded almost immedi-
piely amd old us 1o head towand them We
kncw the number one engine wis about 1o
roll off-line because of fusel starvation,”
Buschor says. I remember telling the
Tamarca, "Negative, negative, we are ditche
ing right herel™

Al an altiode of 2060 feet, the H-60 pierced
the battems of the chvsds and — from & hov-
ering position just above the wave crests -

ﬁ

Ruvola told his crew thai ditching was
imminent. While the crew prepared to aban-
don the helicopter, Ruvola's primary concern
wiis 10 make sure the massive heélicopier did-
n't hit them on the way down. Momenis after
Ruvola gave the order 1o bail out, Buschor,
Smith and Spillane, in that order, Jumped
o the howling slodm.,

smith and Spillane, without the aid of night-
vision goggles, didn't know how far they
would fall becawse of the Bi-foal waves
below them. 1T they hit crests, they would
have dropped just 10 feet or s0. As it tumed
out, both Tikely plunged between 60 and 70
feet, hitting wave troughs at cloge 1o 50 miles

See STORM On Page 15




Troops
‘police up’
Bosnia

By Ilvana Avramovic
Eurnpun Sinrs B Stripes, Bosnia Buraay

SREBRENIK, Bosnia-Hersegovina - Armed with big
black trash bags, some 25 National Guard troops recent-
ly liberated Bosnia and Herzegovina's 13th century
Brebrenik castle of litter

Surrounding the castle walls and digging through the
bushes, members of Arca Support Group Eagle collected
bags of soda cans, food wrappers, cigarctie butis, juice
cartans, beer botiles and glass,

Every once in a while, they stopped to take photos of the
sun-bathed valley view below nnd beyond the castie,

Capt. Philip Henson, & Tennessee Amiy National Guard
citizen-soklier, based at Eaple Base, earlier visoed the
castle in January when everything was covered in snow.

"IFve never been to a castle o my life. P'm from
Tennessee,” said Henson, who calls himself a big histo-
ry. buff. "This is a trip of & lifetime.”

Henson, whe iniuated the cleanup effort, said he imag-
ined it a5 an "Adopt-a-Castle” program similar o Adopt-
a-Highway programes in the United States. He hopes other
soldiers and Bosnians will continue 1o keep the area
clean.

"We're herg to show that we're not just concerned with
where we are in Tueln,” saud Stoff Sgi. Brenda Arrindell,
“but that we're concerned about the whole area.”

One of the concems Arrindell had was about land mines,

bant when the safety officer said thai it was safe, other sol-
diers immedimely went 1o work on the casile.
Almasa Hadzic, a reporter with the Bosmian daily news-
paper Dnevni Avar, said that in the 10 years she's been
living in the area, she bas never seen a cleanup project of
the castle or a historical monument, only of streets and
neighborhoosds.

"It's mice o clean (the casile), but | am personally
ashamed that there aren't any Srebrenik residents here
inday,” Hadric said,

"l hope this will be a (boost) 10 our (Bosnian) people,
because Americans understood the importance of this
monument,”

But Henson did not mind picking up someone clse's
trash around the castle, which is between Eagle Base and
Camp McGowvern,

"We're okay with that,” Henson said, "1 think everybody
here i having a good time.™

His unit members agreed. "l enjoy travel, 1 enjay help-
ing out,” said Staff Sgt. Michsel MeCullv. "] don't mind
picking up trash, geiting communities involved, give
them a little sense of pride of their area ®

He said that he thought of the cleanup as setting an
example for the local children.

"They really don't know any better,” he said, "and il ey
soc things being fined, they may try to keep them that

wiay.

By Tim Franklin
Mincis Department of Miktary Alais

SPRENGFIELD, L - In the world of
military operaiions, mainienance
translntes directly to combat readiness
and in the world of military mainte-
nance, the 232nd Corps Support
Batialion based in Springfield does it
as well oz anyone in the enitire U5,
SATTIY,

Citizen-soldicrs of the linois Army
Natiomal Guoard banalion recently
swept all three categories of the covet-
ed Ammy Award for Maintenance
Excellence at Mational Guard Bureay
level and recently walked away with
the Army-level competition in two of
three calegories. Al the National
Crunrd Burcaw level, the 232nd Corps
Support Battalion won the lrge
Mudification Table of Organizaiiona
and Equipment, or MTOE category,
while its subondinate units, the 363 Tih
Maintenance Company and
Headquariers and  Headquaners
Detachment, won the medium and
small MTOE categories respectively.

Al the Army level, the 232nd Corps
Support  Battalion  won  the
Maintenance Excellence Awand for
large MTOE calegory for all Army
Cuard and Reserve units, while
232nd's Headquarters  and
Headguarters Detachment ook the
award for small MTOE reserve com-
ponent nnits,

In the 20 years of the Army's
Maintenance Excellence competition
this is the first time woits from one
slate bave won in two of the three cat-
cgories,

"Winning the Army Award for
Maintenance Excellence s 8 tesininen]
1o the commitment to excellence that
the soldiers of the 232nd Coms
Support Battalion (CSB) hove,” said
Maj. Gen. David Harris, state ndjuinn
general for the [linois National
Ciuard.

"Sweeping the awards af National
Guard Bureau level is a singular fea
in Hsell, bt winning twe of the three
Army-level awards 1% nothing short of
phenomenal,” Harris added. *1 am
extremely proud of the dedication and
effort tha wenl mto schicving this
truly moteworthy accomplishment. All
of us-in the llingis Matdonal Guand
should recognize this significant
pchievement by the 232nd CSB.*

Established in 1982 by ihe
Department of the Army, the
Maintenance Excellence ASward rec-
ognizes exceptional accomplishment
in muiatenance and provides incentive
to the competiive programs of the
major Army commands. For the two
linois Army MNational Cuard units,

Phato by Tien Franklin, Ilinols National Guard Public Aflsins
Staff Sgt. James Lockwood, a machinist with the 3637th
Malntenance Company, 232nd Corps Support Battallon based in
Springfield, Ill., prepares to rebore a Humvee engine block at the

Camp Lincoln machine shop.
the road 1o winning the competition
began in October 2001.

The two units first competed at the
state and regional kevel before moving
on to Motional Guard Buresu level,
where they were evaluated by a panel
of mctive-Army and Nationn] Guard
Judges,

Siafl Sgt. Ryan Landon, a squad
lender with Detachment 1, 126th
Maintenance Company headquartered
in Beardsicwm, I1l, spoke for many in
the baftulion when he 1old of the sense
of personal pride fell afier receiving
ther unit-level award.

"We work very hard on weekend
drills and put in a lot of time,” Landon
said about the level of commitment
displayed by battalion maintainers. It
iakes a ot of teamwork ond individu-
als who realize that thev're not in this
e, ™

A major factor in the success of the
232nd Corps Support Bartalion at the
Nanonal CGuard Bureaun and Army
level competitions was the enit's high
operational tempo m fEcal year 2000,
The battalion  sent  soldiers  to
Germany, South Kores, leeland,
Ukrmine, as well as to California,
Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Kentucky,

Tennesses and Puerto Rico, In sddi-
tion, soldiers of the Springficld-based
battalion supported the people of
liinais by helping to fight flooding
along the Mississippi River. The bu-
talion has units based in Springfield,
Beardstown, and Quincy, 111

“I'm extremely prougd of the sobdiers
of the 232nd." =said Li Col. Tracy
Nelson, the battalion's commander.
"With the high operation tempo, it
takes o tenm effort 1o be successful,
Winning 1the Army Awand for
Mamntenance Excellence is a valida-
tion of all the hard work put in over
the past year from the ranks right up
through the state leadership. This
award recognizes their hard work and
dedication ™

With the Army-level AAME in hand,
the [llinots Army National Guard bat-
talion now moves on o compele
agatnst units from all branches of the
LS. military for the prestigious
Department of Defense  Phoenix
Award.  Representalives of  the
Springiicld bamalion will travel o
Washington D.C., where the Army
Chiel of Staff will present them with
their award in @ special ceremony,
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Important mission:

Keeping in touch with the public

By Spc. Megan Hunfer
Wi Aoy Mistharsal Guard

SPRINGFIELLD, 111 - For the second time
in three years, state legislmors and
Springficld-area residenis had the opportuni-
ty to meet with [linois National Guard
troops W0 leamn firsthand about the Matbonal
Cuard's roles, missions and equipment,

May 21 was declared “National Guard
Dray® a1 the Illinois State Copitol and the
contributions of Army and Air Guard sol-
diers and airmen 1o the state and nation was
the focus of activity in and around ihe
Capiiol cleprcx_

In honor of the men and women of the
limois National Guard, Ilineis Goy, George
Ryan declared it National Guard Day.
springfield Mayor Karen Hasara also recog-
nized the importance of the Hlinods Guard by
preseniing a proclamation by the Springfield
Uity Council honoring the Hlinois National
Giuard,

“I think a lot of people are not sure of what
the National Guand s doing,” said Hasarn. "1
think il is significant (0 take n moment 1o
reflect on all they are doing around the world
and appreciate thot.”

More than 250 soldiers and airmen, from
Guard programs and unils throughout the
sinfe took part in the day-long event ot the
Minoks State Capitol. National Guard Day
highlighted the important role of the Illinois
National Guard both at the state and nation-
il level, by offening the citizens of [llinois
the chance fo leam more about the Guurd
and what its dedicated members are doing at
home and sround the world,

~We are showing off a little bit today,” said
Maj. Gen. David Harris, adjutant general of
the lllinois Mational Guard., "We wani the
citizens of [llinos to see all the Guard has
aviilable for national defense as well as in
response to any stale emergency that may
come up.

“I's nlways important to show the comm.
nity and policy-makers the capabilities of the
Guard,” said Harris. "We have been in the
news a lot supporting missions like airport
security and vanious deployments overseas.
This event puts a real feel or a face to all of
that.*

Many of the Guardsmen who participated
in Mational Guard Day felt honored by the
response of the public and legislators, Staff
sgt. Darryl Williams worked inside ithe
Capitol building at a display for State Area
Command. Williams said he believes the
public response was outstanding and that the
event wenl well overall,

Mationa] Guand displays lining the halls

rr (b Guins

insade the Capitol rotunda featured o collec-
tion of berets from vanious nations, such as
Poland and Likrnine, where [llinois National
Guard troops have trained for the past fow
years, The Lincoln's ChalleMGe Academy
Linll Team gave drill demonstrations on the
grounds of the capitol amd Lincoln's
ChalleNGe Academy Choir gave several
performances throughout the day. Army and
Adr Guord recruiters were also available to
answer questions and had s display inside
the Capitol building illustrating the benefits
and varied carcers within the [llinods
Mationn] Guard,

The culmination of National Guard Day
events featured special flag ceremonies to
open legislative sessions on the floor of both
the llinois House and Senate chambers.

By day's end Illinois lawmakers and the
public came away with o greater apprecia-
tion of the [linois Mationa] Cuard and ir's
many roles and mission,

“I fecl safer after seeing the technology and
equipment available in the event of an emer-
gency,” said Rachael Sjostrom, a student at
the University of llinods-Springficld. "1 am
alse pleased with the character of soldiers
serving in the Niinods Mational Guard®

Photo by Sgt 15t Class Dan Waellman, [linois Mational Guard
(Above) Michaol Beveridge, a Springfield, Ill., resident, puts a Stinger into
operation with the assistance of Sgt. 15t Class Clifford Wright, a soldier of
Battery F, 2nd Battallon, 202nd Alr Defense Artillery based in Galva, lIl., during
National Guard Day activities at the State Capitol Complex.
(Below) George Jennings (right) said he thought his brother Jack looked pret-
ty "cool” as he tries on a M40 protective mask during National Guard Day
activities at the State Capitol Complex.
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By Tech. Sgt. Mark Kinkade

Maj. Chris Hordej is po hero. He doesn't
wani that label, He dossn't believe he's done
anything heroic. He's o sunavor.

Om Sepd. 11, he st in his office on the 82nd
fhoor of the firsd World Trade Center tower
going about his boasiness with the New York
State Department of Transponation. An HC-
130 pavigator in the New York Ajr Naotional
Guards 102nd Rescue Squadron, Hardej had
a few progects oo fimish before o schedulbed
latc-September  deployment  supporting
Operntion Southern Wotch.

Then the building swayed. A jet alrliner had
just glammed info the budlding a few foors
above him. He felt a gush of air and smelled
jet fioel. More than 9,000 gallons of fuel were
pouring down the natural drvins of the eleva-
tor shafis, Hardej saw a shower of paper,
metal and debriz Muttering past the windows
irs his office. For o momeni, he glimpsed the
bright blue crystal New York moming sky
and thought it was a beanfifinl day for lying.

“That’s when 1 knew it was no accident.” he
sand,

Somewhere in that moment when metal and
paper filled the skies, Hardey's normal day at
the office became o test of survival, Instinet,
hioned by nearly 17 years of Aiwr Foree train-
ing, kicked in.

For nearly two hours, Hardey was one of
thowsands fighting to_escape the building.

~ His memaory of the escape is 8 collection ol

scrapbook images: fircfighters rushing up
the stairs and crowding an elevator to reach
what would ultimately be their doom; the
slow, orderly descent down o maze of stairs;
people helping the injured down the stair-
well; bottles of Snapple from a busied vend-
ing maching passed up the lme for thirsty

FROM PAGE 12

“IDeplayving] is part of the healing process. That s my excuse. |
have a skill, and I want to use that skill. Having the unit here and
me staving home fust wasn 't right, "'

— Maj. Chris Hardej

SUFYVIVOrS,

As he made his way o the concourse
between the two towers, the tower next door
began o collapse, Hardej survived a hurri-
cane of debris, dirt and glass by clutching a
support beam.  Twenty  mimutes  later, he
found his way out through the debris just
before the tower he was in came crashing
divwm,

After he escaped, Hardey wenl 1o o trauma
center covered in dirt and filth, looking like
what he called a “mad man from one of those
Discovery Channel shows.” He hiked over
the Manhattan brsdge 1o a subway and went
home to s wife and doughter who for hours
thought he was dead.

On the morning of Oct. 11, precisely at the
moment when the nation was watching
remembrance services in New York, Hornde)
was standing on a fly-infested patch of tar-
moc in the middle of a blanng hot desen
somewhere in Southwest Asia. As the wlevi-
sion showed people praying while a bagpaper
played *Amazing Grace™ in the baeckground,
Hardej talked about his experiences, and
why he chose to deploy with his squadron

nstead.

“1 couldn’t see my bove coming over here
without me,” he said.

Hiz wile didn’t want kim 0 leave, He hod
just survived a termorist sitack, The buildings
that once dominated the Mew York skyline
had literally toppled around him. Now he
wias off i the desert,

“She's seen me go through enough, and |
can feel for her because she was there watch-
ing [tebevision covernge of the attack] know-
ing where | work,™ Hardey snd. “She’s been
through o list, mid she feels I'm pushing my
hack™

In many ways, the Air Force is responsible
not only for his survival but also the resuli-
ing recovery. The deployment kepd his mingd
off the tragedy and ket him focus on some-
thing tengible, something he could do now,
“Deploving is part of the healing process.”
Hordej said. “That’s my excuse. | have a
skill, and | wont to use that skill. Having the
unit here and me staying home just wasn'i
right.”

As g umit, the New York crash and recoveny
people take the attacks personally, Some are

firefighiers ond police officers with the city,
and they helped rescue one of the five sur-
vivors pulbed from the debris of the fowers.

“Especially being o Mew Yorker, you take
it personally,” be sadd. "I know a lof of
Guardsmen in the fire department and police
department. They take it personally because
they hod a lot of people who didn’t make it
ot that doy,”

Hardej is the first to admit that he's stoyed
busy since the Sept. 11 attacks. Maybe it's
his way of coping with the trmuma, he said
He hasn’t really had time to sit and think
aboul that moming.

He doesn’t know what he'll do when he has
a guict moment. 15 not i his makeup o
dwell an the pasi, but he figures there will be
aome paint when he"lIl have to ook back,

“It's something you can’t get away from,”
he said. ©1 guess eventually 1'1 have to st
mmd think about it We'll see.™

Until then, be's doing his job. 1t's his role,
regirdiess of the circumstances. [t keeps him
busy. It belps him survive,

Storm

per hour,

"The wind was kicking up salt spruy, the
landing lights were making everything hazy
and beyond that it was piich black, so really
I couldn't see anything ai first,” Buschor
recalls. "Forunately, my night=-vigion gog-
gles were still attached io my helmei. | was-
't willing to jump without being able to soe,
s0 | Mlipped the goggles back over my eyes,
took a deep breath and jumped off the fom-
board.” He fell about 15 feet, inflated his
LPUs (life preserving units) and fanded on
the top of 3 wave crest.

"In the military you train to the point that it
gets boring end monotonous,” be savs, “but
whal's amaring i4 that when you get mto o
stressful situation, you respond the way you
were trained. It's almest like you're on aulo-
mudsc andd you doa't have to think about what
to do next, Once | hit the water, the firs: thing
thit entered my mimnd was to consoelidate sur-
vival gear and ook for other survivors.
That's when it became apparent | was gomg
o be doing thal the rest of the evening,”
explains Buschor

To wvani the risk of being pulvenzed by the

H-60's rotors at the time of mpact, Ruvola
wlilized what's known as a hovening auto-
rotation, something like downshifting o car,
io slow the rotors by Teeding the force of
gravity back through the engine.

He and Mioli smacked the ocean while still
onboard the dead helicopier. Inside the
flooded crew compartment, in total darkness
and upside down, they had only the air in
their lungs of their disposal.

Ruvola's HEEDS bottle - u (hrec-minute
supply of mir strapped 1o his leg — had heen
lost when the helicopier hit the waler.
“You're truined in dunker training to always
maintain 4 hand-hold in underwater situs-
tions like that,” explains Ruvola. "With that
hand-hald you know pretty much where you
are in relation to the exits on the helicopter.
My primary eéxit was the pilot-door next to
mic. | grabbed the handle, tumed i and the
door apened, thank God."

Once owside the helicopler, Ruvola was
able to trip the LPUs on his vest, which made
him booyant, and shot to the surface.
Moments later, he was able 1o locate Mioli
who, without the aid of & sunvivil sul, was
alreaddy shiverng in the frigid water. Ruvola
tied himself 10 Mioli with parachute cord 1o

keep the hypothermic flight engincer as
warm as possible, *1 wok my wet-suit hood
from my pocket and put it on Jim's kead o
help keep him warm,” Ruvola says.

Eventually, and miraculously, Spillanc
fousd Ruvols and Mioli, thanks (o cmer-
gency strobe lights on Ruvola's survival suit
Buschor was drifting severnl hundred yards
awny already. Smith was nowhere (o be
found. The trio clung o each other — and to
lifie — for severnl more hours, Spillane had
broken four ribs, one Bone i his left leg and
three bones in his right arm. He had also rup-
tured o kidney and bruised his pancreas.
Mioli was fighting to remain coherent in the
i-degree waler, Ruvola was irying 1o help
ithem both.

Four hours passed in the ragmg darkness. In
that time, the Tamaroa managed to navigate
the 12 miles to the spol where the H-60
ditched. Tweniy-five minutes later, the crew
of the Tamaroa used its cargo nel 10 rescue
the furiously swimming Buschor from sens
that, af fimes, placed him 30 feet above the
men trying to-save him, *1 couldn® beligve |
wits on the deck of the Coast Guard cutter,”
says Huschor. "1 didn't think | was going to
make it, and it was almost an overpowering

sensation that | had made it thal far. The guys
immediately picked me up and threw me
inside, cut my clothes off and wrapped me in
blankets. | was pleading for something 1o
drink, but they wouldn't give me anything
because they were afraid I might have inter-
ol inpurics.”

About 40 minutes later and nearly a mile
from the spot where Buschor was pulled
aboard, Spillane, Ruviola and Mioli were res-
cued in the same manner = vomiling seawa-
ter as they were pulled fo the deck. Mioli suf-
fered from severe hypothermia and Spillane
wis bleeding intermally.

Though all four would live to tell their sio-
ries, their colleague and friend. Rick Smith,
was tragically lost ot sea.

"Rick was a great guy with o very quiel
demeanor - a true professionnl,” says
Buschor, "He koew his siuff. Losing him was
very hard, What | couldn't fathom was that
he was a PJ (Pars-rescue Jumper), yet | made
it oul alive and bie dida't. It = extremely dif-
ficult to accept the boss"

Smith, one of the most highly trained sur-
vival swimmers in the world, was mever
located despite nine days of round-the-clock
searches by the Coast Gizard.

{Editors Note: Siary mprinied with permission
from the JanvaryFebiuary 2007 fsawve of ISAA
MAGAZINE )
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ﬁka CST investigates unearthed harrels

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Maslional Guard Bureou

It dedn't take long to jump from the frying
pan into the five or, in Alaska's case, from the
ice chest onio the glacier.

Theat has been the brief history of the Alsska
National Guand's newly certified, 22-mem-
ber weapons of mass destruction-civil sup-
port teamn that is based near Anchorape.

The team, designated as the 103rd, had
barely been approved for federal service car-
lier this vear in March when it was sum-
maned 10 Fort Greely, 280 mikes 1o the north
te check oul rusted, bent and broken steel
barrels that had been uncoversd dunng a
construchion dig.

Civil authorities needed o know if there
was mything in those old barvels that could
harm the construction workers, the people
who would have 1o remove them, and the
Alnskan environmendi.

They called the Guard, the team with the
Neet of blue vehicles trined to detect chem-
ical, binlogical, mdiological of nuclear sub-
stances that could be threaten, perhaps kill,
others at or near that location.

Thankfully, said one of the wam's senior
sergeants, the Guard people found nothing to
fear in those old barrels after spending 12
Isoars at the anctic site where spning and sum-
mer arrive an inch st & lime,

"It was o real world mobilization that turmned
inio i good training exercise,” added the cii-
izen-soldier who asked nof 1o be identified,
in keeping with the teams’ desires o main-
tain their security.

The IR members of the Alagka team, com-
manded by Army Guard Lt Col. Bradley
Jorgensen, who were available for that duty
drove half of the distance through a snow-
stiorm. Their top speed was 45 mph. The
temperniure bhovered between 0 and 25
sbove during their long day at the site,

The conditions were downright brutal for
survey team members, in their face masks
e protective suits, who bad 1o gather sam-
ples from the barmels and for those whe had
o decontaminate the survey team.,

"We know what we're up against here in
Alnska, and we have irained hasd to be ready
to do our job m these extreme conditions,”
sand Jorgensen about the full-time team of 16
Army Guard and six Air Cuard people that
was {ormmed at Fort Richardson in Febroary
2001.

The tenm passed its Sth Army evaluation
with flying colors in Anchorage earlier in the
venr when the temperature reached 9
degrees, The Office of the Secretary of
Defense certified the team o month later,

"I couldr’t be provder of them &5 a com-
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mander,” Jorgensen told the Alasks Military
Weekly, "It was a go, no-go groding system,
and they received go's in all tasks and sub-
tasks which equated 10 o total of 520 tasks."

The Fort Greely mission, underscored the
challenges that all of the National Guand's
teams can encounder when they mll om
because firefighters, police officers, and
emergency medical people want 1o know
what they are getting into.

Thee teams hove been getting into quite a lot
across this country,

By the end of April, the first 27 eams
authorized by Congress had been tested and
certified 1o perform their duties in their own
siales as well as in other pans of the country,
inchuding states that do nod have full-time
teams. Hawaii is the most recent cam o gel
the Diefense Depaniment's blessing.

Five more leams are being organized in
Alsbamn, Kansas, Michigan, Tennessee and
West Virginia so they can be on line by the
end of this year,

Lieneral Enc Shinseki, the Army's chiel of
stalf, directed that Guard teams be trained
andl tested o1 an accclerated pace following
the Sept. 11 ferrorist aitacks,

Through Apr. 22, the teams had conducted
421 missions at the request of civil nuthori-
ties since Sept. 11, National Guard Burcau
officials reported.

Teams hove tumed out 140 tmes to test
powders suspecied v be anthrax and
uwnknown liquids ond suspicious pieces of
mal. They have been part of the standby
security lorces for the World Series, Super
Bowl XXXV, Mardi Gras and the 2042
Winter Dlympics and Paralympics.

Thiy have provided technical expertise 227
timees 10 the LS. Secret Service, FBI, Dirug
Enforcement Administration, 1.5, Postal
Service, U.S. Navy, U5, Cosst Guard,
Amencan Fed Cross, vorious state emer-
gency munagement agencies, state and local
law enforcement agencies, hospitals and
health depariments.

In shior, federal and stale offickals have
come o rely on these National Guard feams
which remain under the control of the gover-
nors. Here's why:

The 22 members are trained in 14 different
military specialties, including medicine and
communications. They have undergons
between 350 and 700 hours of emergency
and terrorism training. They have sophisti-
cabed communications vans that can bounce
signals off satellites to expens anvwhere in
the world and that can enable people from
different agrencies using different kinds of
radios to talk 1o cach other on the spot.

They have mobile laboratories that can ana-
Iy suspect substances in shord order b vir-
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Keeping the communications van, called a unified command sulte, with Hs
satlellite dish ready to roll is one of the tasks that members of the Alaska
National Guard's 103rd Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil Support Team pay

close shteathon.

tually mny location,

And they do not let things hike the weather
or maapain mnges gel in their way, The
Alaska team i% 0 pood example of that deter-
mination because that stabe of 663,267
square miles, which is more than twice the
sire of Texas, can pose some logistical night-
mares, Jorpensen pointed out.

It heas only 1,200 miles of paved highways,
primarily in the southestern sector, Juneu,
the state capital hard by Cansda, can be
reached only by plane or boat. Daly six of
the 74 Mational Guard armories can be driv-
en 1o from other paris of the sinte.

"We just can'l drive to many of the hubs
where we might be needed,” said one team
member.

Flying, therefore, is the option that the
10%rd must consider first i it has 0 get o o
coastal community, such as Nome o the
wesl or Barmow fo the north, of to much of
the Alaska Pipeline in o harry,

"Air transport is the key to our success,”
snid Jorgensen,

Although one of the sergeants who opernies
the communications van said if can be lown
on o C-130 "Hercules” carpgo plane, he i
designing a comparable, emaller sysbem that
can be carried by helicopter 1o ploces where

i plome can't land,

The team 15 also exploring the idea of
iransmitting information 1o the van that may
be set up many miles away, perhaps in
Anchorsge, and then having the communicas-
liond lenm move i to othér agencies,
Jorgensen added.

Furthermosre, team beaders have o decide in
a hurry i they will need help from another
state's team, becavse it coubd take the caval-
ry 10 hours 10 get there, The Alaska unit
coudd function for three struight days before
meciding reliel, estimated one leader.

Those challenges, plus having to work out-
side during dark days in the dead of winter,
make the feam's job that much more chal-
lengimg and rewanding, its members. main-
Taimed,

"Yeah, 1t was cold, but we got the system
sot up i 38 minutes and everyvihing worked
perfectly. And we were given ™ prinutes to
do i," il one of the communications ser-
geants about the all-important evaluation
February.

"The beauly of this job is that ir's & valid
mission.” sapd another noncommissioned
officer who wis ane of the first people hined,
*I knew that if we started this team from the
bottom up, we could do it right”




