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365 vear: Guardsmen
defend the nation.
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By Spc. Thomas Kislbasa
Flolrda femmy Nationnl Guard

MIAMI - Since late last year, citizen-sol-
diers like Flondn Army Mational Guard Sge.
Xavier Sanchez patrolled the cruise ship ler-
misals at the Por of Miami.

Sapchez, o Florida Guardsman with
Company B, 260th Military Intelligence
Battalion, was one of the hundreds of citi-
zen-soldiers assigned to protect the siate's
decpwater seaporis under "Operation Sale
Harbor.® He recently completed his last day
walking pafrol through Miami's busy pon
terminals,

After more than five months, the Florida
Gunrd's senport secunity mission was finally
ending, end the job of serving as "the eves
and ecars of the port's securty operations”
wiak peady to be handed over to local low
criforcement - |ust as the Guand's nirport
sevupity mission transiaoned.

PSir, s yomn pesd 0 move - your: vehicle”
Sanchez sald 1w a tax) driver parked n a
restricied zone in front of Terminal Ne. 3.
The driver sighed weanly, but acquicsced o
the uniformed soldier carrying the M-16 rifle
and two-wiy mdio.

*They know they're not supposed to park
there, but most of them are pretty good about
moving when [ ask.” Sanchez explaned after
the taxi had driven off into the late-moming
Miami hace.

Dty for Sanchez and the other soldicrs was
not always intercsting. Each day these
National Guard soldiers stood guard and
walched as passengers boarded their ships,
or spent hours patrolling the crowded termi-
nals looking fior security breaches. Bat when
Florita Gov. Jeb Bush directed the Mational
Guard to augment security ot Florida sca-
ports following the Sept. 11 attacks, Guard
personnel cagerly stepped up to the chal-

lenge.

In early November more than 300 armed
soldiers from Florida Mational Guard units
throughout the state were replaced at four
designated seaports - Port of Miami. Pori
Everglades in Fon Lauderdale, Port of
Tampa, and Port Canaveral - and tasked o
provide assistance with passenger and bag-
gage scroenings, cargo inspection, and to
enhance security 0 pont perimeters and stor-
age arcas. Loter n smaller contingent was
patigned to Key Wesl under the same mis-
sion.
Perhaps nowhere were those operations
more fmportant thon ot the Port of Miami,
which has the world's lorgest year-round
cruise fleet. Desiznated the "Cruise Capital
of the World” it is home to 17 cruise ships
and several major cruise lines. The port also
handles more "megaships”™ - vessels capable
of iransporing in excess of 3,0 passengers
- than ‘any utler port i the world. Lost year
alone, nearly eight million ons of cargo and
3.4 million passengers passed through the
Pori  of Miami. According o the
Internationa]l Council of Cruise Lines this
pmownied o a0 38 billion mpact on the
bliamik-Dade area;

“Our most important duty was to provide
a sense of socurity 1o the American public,”
Maj. Omar Scgura, officer in charge of pont
opermlions for the Guard contingent, said,
Segura, also of the 2160k Mihtary
Intelligence Bottalion, started at the port car-
lier this spring when his unit took over the
Jast leg of the operation.

"The people have seen the presence of our
soldiers and that presence has provided them
with n sense of comfort, both when ihey
depart the U5, on a cruise and when they

Soe MISSION On Page 5

Pheto by Spe. Thomas Kielbass

Private 1st Class Christy Nantz (left) and Spc. Marion Mau, both of
Headguarters and Headquarters Company, 260th Miitary Intelligence
Battalion, walk patrol beside massive cruise ships at the Port of Miami, during
the waning days of Operation Safe Harbor. More than 300 soldlers In the
Florida National Guard were activated for the five-manth-long mission.
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By Spec. Christina Davis

Today's Army is full of bright, motivated
soldiers who are yeaming 1o leam more
about their jobs and how to be leaders them-
selves.

Young soldiers need guidance from their
siquad leaders, platoon leaders and anyvone
clie willing to pay attention 1o them.

In this time of drow-downs, high optempo,
duy-to-day duties, a5 well as guard duty
requitements, leaders must not forget about
soldiers' basic needs.

Too many times in these stressful moments,
leaders get so caught up in the need o meet
deadlines and make meetings, and in figur-
ing oul whe will do the schedules, they
sometimes forget 1o give soldiers hasic guid-

ance vl attention.
Instead of lelling & soldier that "1 have no

time right now. You will just have to wait,”
mayhe leaders could tell the soldier 10 come
up with a plan and after the busy meeting the
twio of them can <l down and discuss it

Instead of geting angry with a soldier
because he or she didn't do a job the way the
lcader wanted, maybe they could tnke o deep
breath and tell the soldier what they could
have done better and show them how 1o do
it if they don't know how,

Leaders, sit back for a moment and remem-

ber when yvou were o young soldier. How did
you leam your job? How did you leam to
lead and teach young soldiers? Who gave
you the time vou neaded? Who mentored
you!

Answer those guestions and then ask yodis-
selff if vou are really doing the same for your
saldiers. Are voo being the mentor somcone
was for you?

This is a stressful tme for evervene, bat it
can also be a tool for learning and guidance
for many young soldiers to develop their
lendership skills and sivies.

They can become proficient i their jobs
mand complete projects that may have been
otherwise too difficuli, or advanced. Soldiers
are  everyone's number one  priority.
Bemember, your soldiers will be the way
you teach them to be. They will be like von.
Itis up to you o make them the best soldiers
and leaders they can be. You are the teacher.

(Editor's note; Spe. Christing Davis is edifor
of the Talon newspaper in Bosnis and 8 mem-
bar of the 305th PAD)

Faunion

At least 200 former Adr National Couard and
Air Force Reserve velerans will bold o
reunion  in  Berlin MNowv, 4-11, 20032,
Federalized for one year by then-Presidem
John FKennedy, in 196162, to counter a
blockade by the former Soviet Union and its

Mentoring young soldiers

allics, They were stafioned in France anmd
(then) West Germany ~ composed of fighter
and tactical air control squadrons. Details,
incliding an open imvifation to join in the
Testivities,which are being co-hosted by the
Germun Army in Berlin, can be found a1 the

following websita:
htp:Mhome.carthlink net'~hryan|

Letter
Dear Editor:

Tech Sgi. Mark Olsen's front page article
and picture sbout Todd Beamer were excel-
lent. The "Lets Roll® nose an s a great trib-
Lt to troe American e,

The caplion ander the picture stuted that
Todd was o Mational Guardsman but [ could
not find sy funther information in the armicle
concerming his National Geard membership,
I il et realize he was o Guandeman until 1
read the caption. Knowing that Todd was a
Cuardsman funther enhonces my pride in
being a member of such o great instituiion as
the Mationsl Guard.

Lt Cal. Norm Brosi, 139th Airlift Wing,
Missour Air Motional Guard =

(Editar's pofe: The On Guard made an
wror in reporfing that Todd Beamer was a
mamber of the National Guard. We apofio-
gize for the mistake.)
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In the News

365  years later, the Guard maintains the mission

{Above) Massachusetts Army
MNational Guard Lt Col. Michasl
MeCormack, commander of the 1st
Battalion, 102nd Field Artillery, sald
the Guard remains steadfast in iis
commitment to the country and the
commonwealth during the dedication
of Armory Park in Salem, the battal-
ion's former home, on Saturday, May
4. (Right) The Massachusetts Army
National Guard's 101st Englneer
Batiallon from Reading passes In
review near the new slone marker
commemorating the firsi muster in
1637 of the East Regiment.

By Masier Sgt. Bob Haskell
Nt Guard Burasy

SALEM, Mass. - Corporals and colonels
and sergeants and senior leaders in the mod-
em Mational Guard claimed to have much in
common with the English colonists who fook
up arms against the Pequot Indians in the
cause of homeland defense along coastal
Massachusetis 365 years ago this spring,

Some 2, (KK men and women in hlack berets
and camouflage uniforms, and others wear-
ing uniforms from earlier wars recently gath-
ered this spring 1o observe the firs muster
held by the East Regiment in Salem, Mass,,
in 1637 on the same historic ground

Thie zame ceremony on the Salem Common
was held in conjunction with the Peabhody
Ezsex  Museum's dedication of nearby
Armory Park, site of the Salem Armory that
was gutted by fired in 1982, The $2.5 mil-
lion, acre-size park honors the National
Gaard and all Essex Coumty velemns,

The citizen-soldiers and re-enaciors first
formed up on the common and then manched
through Salem’s streets to Commemonite the
bisthplace of the organized militia and the
National Guard that still considers homeland
defense its most sacred trust

"They came together to protect the colony
from Indians and pirates ond things like
that,” obzerved Siaffl SgL Joseph Stone, o
newcamer to the 101st Engineer Baitalion,
pow based in Reading, Mass.. thal traces fis
lineage to the East Regiment.

"We come logether 10 protect the state
agninst natural disasters and the country
agniinst our enemics,” he added.

Indeed, more than 1,000 members of the
Mazssachusetts National Guard are actively
engaged in homeland defense missions with
maore than 50,000 other Army and Air Guoard
members from throughout the country
because of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, said
Air Nationgl Guard Brig. Gen. George
Kecfe, Massachusetts’ adjutant gencral.

A stone marker, featuring the 1984 "First
Muster™ painting by renowned military artist
Don Trotani, was unveiled on the Salem
Commeon on the brisk Saturday moming Lo
mark the spot where the Guand's first regi-
mental iinidt fiest stood together.

Troiani traveled from hit Southbury, Conn,,
home 0 help dedicate the marker that pays
tribute to "the beginning of the Natiopal
Guard of the United Sines” in Salem, which
is also known for its 1 7th century wiich trnals
wnd thriving earky-American maritime frde.

Three civilion colonial English re-enactors
carrying matchlock rifles and wearing anmor
and clohing similar 1o what cittzen-soldiers
would have wom in 1637 also attended the
CEPCMONY,

They ndded historical perspective to the cer-
emony that was punciunied by martisl music
from Bay State Army and Air Cuard bands,
by an artillery salute fired by the

Massachusetts Army Guard's modem how-
ftzers and by & fly-over by three
Massnchusetts Air Guard A-10 "Thunderbalt
II” fighters.

"As we think about this new war, this glob-
al war, it is different in some respects, and in
others, perhaps not g0, said Li. Gen. Roger
Schultz, director of the Army National
Guard, to a crowd that included several dec-
orated velerans from 20th century conflicts.

"We all ought 1o be reminded thal service o
this nation, setting aside one's life for others,
has been commonplace in this region. And
what's special about it is that it all started
right here, in this place, with the firs1
muster,” added Schulte, who eamed o Sibver
Star during his combat todr in YViemamn.

December 13, 1636 s considercd the
Mational Guard's sciual birth date. That's
when "the Massachuseiis General Courl
directed the establishment of the first militia
regiments in Morth America” points out
retired Army Guard Col, Michael Doubler in
his 2001 book: “| Am The Guard: A History
of the Army National Guard, 1636-2000."

Regiments evenhmlly becams the basis for
all modem armics, and ... Massachusetts wis
the first government in Nonh America 1o
raise militin regiments”™ explains the signifi-
cance of Dee. 13, Doubler added.

Militia units. however, Were COMIMGN
throughout the colonies, and 15 1owns in
Massachusetis contributed companies "with
a combined strength of 1,500 men," 1o form
the new Morh, South and East Regiments,
Doubler reported.

Today's members of the Massachusetis
Army Wational Guard's 181st and 182nd
Infantry, the Ist Battalion, 101st Field
Anillery and the 101st Engineer Batialion
claim decent from "the U5, Army's oldest
units, They directly trace their linsage (o the
North, South and East Regiments," Doubler
and other Motional Guard histonans siated.

The Massachusetts Army Guard's st
Bottalion, 102nd Ficld Artillery from Lyna,
Mass., shared the spotlight with ils parent
outfit, formed in 1786 as the 2nd Corps of
Cadets, during the Armory Park dedication
becanse the Salem Armory was the home for
bath wnits.

"Ohar names and equipment have changed
greatly over the past 365 years,” said L. Col,
Michael McCormack, n West Point gradaaie
and the 102nd's commander, about the
Massachusetts Matiopal Guard’s history.
*However, the one constani remains from the
first muster here ot Salem to the battleficlds
of Frunce to our mission today, the war
Agninst termoresn,

“That is our steadfast commitment to the
ation and to the commonwenlth, to the secu-
rity of our citizenry and defense of our way
of life."
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Back-to-back deployments: From
Kuwait to Germany in six months

66th Infantry
Brigade pro-
vides security
in Europe

By Pelty Officer 3rd Class
Mellssa Mullins
U.5. Nawvy Resarsa

GARMISCH, Germany = After more than
five months, citizen-soldiers with the Army
Mational Cuard’s 66th Infontry Brigade e
settling into their secunty dutics afier being

thousands of miles away from their family, |

friends and carcers back in the Midwest,

For Prairic Sise citizen-soldiers with the
brigade’s Company C., 2nd Battalion 130th
Infaniry based in Litchfield, 111, the overscas
deploymendt to Germany. after their cull up
tast December has made a profound impact
in their lives following the Sept. 11th termor-
151 afiacks that resubted in their being activat-
ed along with more than 50,000 other
Mational Guard troops,

some of the 66th Brigade soldiers went to
Germany after only being back to their
hometownsfor a short period of time from a
previous security deployment to Kuwait,

Staff Sgt. Danicl J. Maloney, who previ-
ously served maore than 10 years with the
LS. Army had o0 leave behind his wife,
Pattla Anne, and 1-vear-old son in Swonsca,
Il and his civilion job as a profiessional
mover with Mayflower Long Haul Drivers.

"It was hord beaving home again in bess than
seven manths from getting back from the
Kuwait deployment,”" Maloney said.

Currently, the 66th Brigade is providing
force protection in and around the George C.
Marshall European Center for Secarity
Studies to help augment the U5, Army 6th
Area Support Groop, which is part of LS.
Army-Europe. The Marshall Center s an
international defense institution promoting
dinlogue and understanding between defense
and foreign affairs officinls  from the
Americes, Europe and Asia

For Litchfield's Company C, Sgt. Jay C.
Hultz, who before the deployment served as
n police officer in 5t Peters, Mo, said ithe
unit spent two weeks of mobilization pro-
cessing and another two weeks of force pro-
lection training s Fort Stewart, Ga., before-
departing for Stuttgan, Germany, Once in
Germany, they spent more time learning
aboul security procedures and rules of

llinois Army National Guard Sgt. Jay C. Hultr checks a driver's

engagement under U5, Army-Europe guide-
lines before Company C was one of the first
units posted at Garmisch in late Febraary.

Like Maloney and Hultz, the Ulinois
mnfamry unit brought o counler-lerronsm
mission 4 wedlth of both civilian and mili-
tary experience. Sg Michael P, Tungett of
Belthalio, L, served five vears on active
duty with the ULS, Navy prior (o joining the
Matronal Guand,

Tungett left behmd wife, Amanda, whe is
expecting their first child and his civilian job
as & social skills witor at Catholic Children's
Home, along with his college studies at
Southern lilinois University, “But with the
seriousness of the world's situation, that will
hove 1o wait,” he said,

"These wre sacrifices that men and women
in our position have to moke and | am prood
o serve my country,” Tungeit added.

Besides performing muard duty, identifica-

By Petty Oficer ird Clags Muelissa Mullins U5, Navy Reserve

lieense while performing guard duty In Garmisch,
Germany, months after his unit, part of the 66th infantry Brigade, was federally activated and deployed to Europe.

tion checks and vehicle inspections. their
mission to Germany is not all work and ot
play. The citizen-soldiers have been able 1o
take tours throaghout Genmany and partici-
pate in sporiing activities like hiking and
miountain biking on their off-duty time,
Minos Army Mational Guard soldiers such
a% Spe. Brandon J. Braun of Sparta, 111, who
just graduated from high school have also
hod to make sserifices. Dthers like Spe.
Adam D). Laurent of lrving, 1Il, had io
forego his studics at Eastern [linois
University in Charleston, IIL, and Spc. Leslie
M. Smay of Jerseywville, [11, could not enroll
for the spring semester 51 Lewis and Clark
Community College in Godfrey, L

Coping with the disruption to their civilian
lives, the citizen-soldiers siill say their
miorale is high,

“Knowing I'm doing everything 1 can to
protect my family ond the United States

makes it all worth it,” Braun added.

Some say the mission in Germany
increased in importance as the war on terror-
ism continues o rage.

"Chur randioim andi-lerrorism measures keep
the would-be terrorists from being able to
gnin information on our mode of opemations,
therefore giving them pood resson nod o
atternpt unything,” said StafT Sgi. Michacl D.
Alexander of Shipman, 111, who servesas o
four-man squad team leader.

Although Alexander has for more than five
months ned seen his wifie, Christine, and
three children, not to mention leaving behind
his supervisor's job at Georgia Pacific Corp.,
the lllinoisan's patriotism was still readily
evident.

"No price is ioo greal to pay for the freedom
of our citizens, both now and forever,”
Alexander added.
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Mission

retum &% well,” be explained. “Since we
have been here they have expressed a sincere
apprecimion for what we do.”

That appreciation was clear af the port ter-
minals. Guard personnel making their securi-
ty rounds barely went 15 minutes without
being stopped and thanked by gratefol
bivirpsts,

*Thanks for serving. You're deing a great
joh!" an elderly man waiting in line to board
acruise ghip said to Sgt. Angel Demoya as he
made his moming roands.

Demsoya, who hod been on duty st the port
for two and 8 hall mooths, smiled and
explained that the complement wasn'i unusy-
al: a lot of people, especially parents with
children, stopped and thanked the soldiers.

"Especially children,” he said, "They like 1o
take pictures and even some &gk us for auto-
graphs.”

Security was nothing new 10 Demova, who
is a federal comections officer in Miami
when he's nod serving with the Guard. But
dealing with the public every day was a "dif-
ferent™ type of mission they all had o get
used 1o

Cpl. Milda Guiierrez, standing guard af one
of the terminnl entrances, also agreed that
most of the passengers were happy 1o see the
nrmed guards at the port. But some, she said,
were & bil wary @ of the armed soldiers,

e i TR AT

¢ have some eruise ship passengers from

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bumi

ARLINGTON, Va. — Thousands of Army
and Air National Guard troops are returning
io life as they knew it before the ferronst
attacks of last Sept. 11 now that they are no
longer helping to safeguard the country's
civilian airporis.

May was the month that Guard troops left
pssre than 400 airpors where they steadfast-
Iy siood watch in their distinctive camou-
flage uniforms at security checkpoinis since
President George W, Bush asked the gover-
niass for the Guard's help late last September.

The mission for all Guard troops, who hove
become Marmilinr figures o millions of sirfine
passengers from coast 1o coast, ended May
3l.

Virginia Army Guard Sgt. Ishma Hodges
gained & new respect for the civilian security
screeners, and Spe. Demrick Kysar discov-
ercd that boring could be beautiful during the
seven months they served st the airport
located near Washington, D.C.

Both are traditional citizen-soldiers in the
20th Infantry Division that ended its mission
at Reagan MNational in mid May.

"I gained a lot of respect for what the civil-
inn screeners do,” said Hodges who took
military leave from his civilian job ns o land
acquisition negotistor for the Virginia
Department of Transportation o do his bit

other countries, and some of them anen’ wsed
o seeing military soldiers in the entrances of
the terminals, so they pet o little shocked,”
Gutierrer added.

Gutierrez, who has been on duty in Miami
since late March, said one couple from lsrael
seemed to feel exactly the opposite when
they came through her checkpoini and
remarked the armed security made them feel
"like they were in their own couniry.”

There were no mapor incidents reporied or
lemorist actions taken against the seaports
during Operation Safe Harbor, and the mis-
sion was definitely o success, according to
Mational Guard leadership sl the Port of
Miami.,

*The one thing that we have learmed from
this mission i% thal our soldiers are highly
motivated and highly commticd,” Segum
said. "Omce agnin the National Guard has ful-
filled one of the most sacred missions, which
is providing security 1o our homeland and to
be prepared to answer the call when our
nation requires it Our aoldiers have what it
takes. We can tailor our organization and our
forces to fulfill requirements as they are
needed.”

L5, Coast Guard Peity Officer 2nd Class
Eric Gusiafson, who works with the port
security manogement office which helped
direct the Guard's. contingent at the Porl of
Ainmi, agreed the Florida Mational Guard

for the war against terrorism.

"It's hard but tedious duty," added Hodges
about the civilians with whom he worked
closely at passenger securty points, "They
get a lot of abuse, but under the circum-
stances they do a really good job."

Kyvsar, meanwhile, balanced his airpori
duties with his part-time job as a geology
instructor at George 'Washington University
in the District of Calumbia.

All wold, nearly 9,000 Army and Air Guard
troops were assigned 1o 444 airports by last
December after ihe president asked for addi-
tional personnel through the holiday scason,
explnined Greg Funk of the National CGuard
Bureau's homeland security stafl in
Arlington, Va.

Many of them, like Kysar, continued 1o
hold down civilian jobs while pulling regular
shifts at airporis from Boston to Los
Angeles. Others put their civilian jobs and
college on hold,

The Guard’s numbers were reduced 16 3,071
troops at 341 pirports by May 10 and then o
2,182 personnel at 223 on the Monday after
Mother's Day, Funk added. "The
Transportation Secunty Administration,
being commined to ereating a workforce that
commands the respect of the traveling pub-
liee, is in the process of hiring secunty screcn-
ers and supervisors at over 400 airpons who
are taking and will take the place of our

miembers performied therr mission well.

"Actually it was o new mission for every-
bady," he explained. "From the beginning
we all started out together - both the Coast
Guard and the National Guard - treating this
as o priority mission. | don't think we could
have done the things we've done oub here
with security - revising (and) improving all
areas of security - withoud the Mational
Giuard's attention to detal.”

A review of port security measures follow-
ing the terrorist attacks last fall designated
the state's scaports as "high risk® due fo their
significamt levels of cruise ship traffic and
high wolume of hazardous materals,
According to Gustafson, the Const Guard
becamne the "go-to-guys” for the port securi-
ty mission, and now that the National Guard
is leaving they will use local law enforce-
ment 1o provide the extra security.

"It will be tough,” he said. "The Coast
Guard especinlly is going to miss the
Mational Guard. I's been a good prolession-
al relationship and they've helped us do our
mission 150 percent better.”

Carmival Cruise Lines - one of the three
major crise companies operating out of the
Port of Miami - also expressed their appreci-
ation to the Florida Mational Guard soldiers
imvelved in Safe Harbor

We have received many. favorsble com-
ments regarding their professional and cour-

Guard members,” stated the National Guard
Burean.

"This has gone extremely well. There was a
lat of competition 1o do this mission, so we
were able o select the best National Guard
soldiers and airmen,” said L1 Col David
Green, who coordinated a force of about 50
Army and Air Guard troops for four airports
in Mew Mexico. "It has cenainly boosted the
Mational Goaed's image.”

The fuct that the vast majorty of passengers
accepted the additional secunty mensures
made the duty pretty mundame most of the
time, said Kysar.

*Hey, boring is good” he added before
recalling some less than boring moments.

One man, for example, intentionally
dropped his trousers after being asked by a
civilian screener to open his belt buckle,

Kysar said, hecause he felt his personal
rights were being violated,

Another man threw his shoes at a screener
when nsked to remove them so they could be
checked for wires. The shoes did not hit the
sereener, Kysar added.

And there was the occasionn] gpovernment
official or diplomat who, Kysar said, would
try 1o cut through the security process by
impatiently asking the tired old question "Do
you know who [ am?”

"Usually we could defuse a situntion by
walking up and making our presence

Photo by Spoc. Thomas Kielbasa
Sgt. Xavier Sanchez of the 260th
Mititary Intelligence Battalion directs
a taxi into a busy loading zone at the
Port of Miami, during his last day of
duty for the Natfonal Guard’s port
security mission.

teous manner,” Jennifer de In Cruz, a
spokesperson from Camival, said, "And their
presence was a very reassuring sight to our
guests and” crew. We ore” traly grateful for
their cutstanding efforts.”

Airport security: Troops turn over duties

known,” Kysar sdded.

"Your mere presence al the checkpounits nd
douht averted would-be criminals and terror-
ists who have, presumahly, chosen other
paths of less resistance,” said Christopher
Browne, Reagan Mational's wice president
and mansger, told the departing Guard sol-
diers, as reported American Forces Press
Service.

“You hove been absolutely instrumental in
resioring the nation's confidence in this cni-
cal mode of transportation,” Browne added,
"1 truly hope we can maintain that confi-
dence in your sbeence.”

CHhers have echoed Browne's praise as the
mission wound down,

*“They did a good job,” said a Harbor Palace
officer in San Diego obout the troops who
ended the nussion al thal internatonal ar-
port on May 5,

*] want 1o express my appreciation o the
Mational Guard men and women in the air-
ports,” stated Margot Cranford of Little
Rock, Ark., about the troops she encountered
ot half & dozen airports in Califormia, Texas,
Florida and Ceongin,

"Their presence should be intimidating to
the wrong people, but they have been so
friendly and helpful to the general public,”
she added. "It makes ma feel that | am part of
them instead of apant from them.”
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A Year in Diversity: Building a well rounded force

Photos by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell, National Guand Bureau
Felton Page, the new chief of the National Guard Bureau's
Equal Opportunily Division, stressed the idea in Denver
that all people can contribute to the Army and Air Guard
forces.

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskeil
Malonal Guosd Buresgs

DEMVER — Felton Page leamned his most imponant
lesson about people from his factory-worker fatler
while growing up in Buffalo, M.Y. "Treat people for whe
they are, mot for who you think they nught be,"” were the
late ¥.C. Page's words of wisdom that have served his
only child well,

Felton Page has instilled that ides in his two sons, The
former armor officer in the active Ammy
has made it the fowndsation for his mili-
tary and civilian carcer as an advocate
for equal opportunity and as the
Mational Guard Hureau's new
spokesman for equality.

"My father was right.” reflecied Page,
now 335, while recently spending fime
with 39 of his National Guard col-
leagues in Denver, Colo, "We have (o
value everybody for who they are and
whai they brimg to the table. We all may
be different, but we are sull united
toward one goal. And our differences,
our diversity, make us stronger.”

That was the message that Page and
other specialists from the Guard

"]"FE

diversity,
stronger."

have fo
evervbody for who they
are and what rthey
bring to the table. We
all may be different, but
we are still united
toward one goal. And
our differences, our
make

= Felton PnE

ronment free from discriminstion, biss and sexuoal
harassment.”

Page Knows the movement has come a long way sinee
1969 when, o3 now licuienant, he was one of jusi three
Alrican-American officers permanently assigned 1o Fort
Knox, Ky., and when he was abmpily ordered to leave
the Officer's Club one afterneon while weanng civilian
clothes,

Oificials point out that the Guard mirrers Amenca
more than cver because the Army Guoard includes 26.5
percent minorities and the Air Guard
202 percent, pocording to the most
recently published sindistics,

They also point out that those percent-
nges are significantly lower in the upper
third of the enlisted ranks and through-
out the officer corps end that Hispanies,
this coumtry’s fastest growing minonty,
make up but 7.1 percent of the Army
Giuard and 5.3 percent of the Air Gunnd,

Women, meanwhile, represent 11.3
percent of the Army Guoand and 16,8
percent of the Air Guard. However, 52
percent of the Army Guand's slots are
OpEn 10 Women, sl WOmen can serve
in 97 percent of the Air Guard’s posi-
tions, states the WNational Guard

value

s

Burcau and Depanment of Defiense
repeatedly stressed durning the Bureau's
four-day - Equal Opportunity and Equal Employment
Opportunity Training Conference during the National
Gruanfs Year of Diversity,

"MIVERSITY=LIS® was the theme for the confercnce
which Page directed for the first time as the new chiel of
the Guard Bureau's Equal Opportunity Division in
Arlington, Va.

He iz hving proof that the egqual opporiumity movement
is geadily gaining pround in this country. In February he
became the first African-American to take charge of that
division whose stated goal is to "guarantee each man
and woman, military and civibian, equal oppertunity for
entry and advancement in the Mational Guand in an envi-

Almanac,
The equal opportunity practitioners in
Denver, therefore, were challenged fo encournge their
commanders io reach ouf o the communities where their
units are located and make it clear that people of all cul-
tures are welcome.

"Dront just falk diversity, Get out there and make it
waork,” wrged LL Gen Russell Davig, chief of the
Mational Guard Bureaw, "We've ot to reach ot to the
Higpanie communities to make sure they're properly
represenied in our Wational Guard. We want 1o be repre-
sentative of all of our communities.”

Davis, the first Afncan-Amenican o serve as the

Soa DIVERSITY On Page 7

Growing more diversified: First female state command chief warrant officer

By Sgt. 1st Class Eric Wedeking
Mabcnal Guard Birsaw

LAMNSING, Mich. - Chief Warrant Officer §
Rhea R. Pruen was recently selected as state
command chiel warrant officer in the
Michigan Army MNational Guard, marking
her with the distinction of being the first
waoman in the entire Army Mational Guard to
attain this position.

Mations] Guard Burean officials
Arlington, Va., said Pruett’s promotion adds  Army with sssignments
even more impact to Burean Chief L. Gen, 8  Fort  Carson,
Russell Davis' decree of the year 2002 ns the  Colorado und Stutigar,
National Guard's "Year of Diversity.” Germany, before return-

"We're in a year of outreach, so 1o spenk, in  ing to the Michigan
that we're diversifying the chief warrant offi-  Army National CGuoard
cer ranks as well” said Chief Warrant later that same year
Officer 5 Jon Wharon, command chiel st where she served as n
Mational Guard Bureau, sergeanl with the 46th

Pruett will serve as the stale’s adjutant gen-  Brigade, 38th Infantry
eral’s principal advisor regarding all sctions
affecting warmant officers, emphasizing
sirength - management, education programs

and carcer development
for warrant officers,
Prucit began her mili-
lary career by enlisfing
m 1974 as a personnel
reconds specialist in the
Michigan Army
Mational Guard. In
1978, she served on
nctive duty in the LS,

ird

sitioned
Active

lished

for

technician for the
Battalion,
126th Infantry and
was appointed o
Warrant Oifficer 1.
CWS Pruetl tran-

Reserve program
in 1987 amd estab-

Personnel Services

also serving as the
officer in charge
the
Personnel Services
Company, During
Divigion and became the unit's full-time this tenure she s81 on pumerous commitices
administrative supply technician. In 1980,
she was selected as the militery personnel

ai the Mational Guard Huoreaw-level 1o
address system improvements in the person=

nel commumnity, In 1998, she was promoted
to Chief Wamrant Officer 5 with the disting-
pon of being the firs woman soldier in the
sinte of Michigan to attain this rank.

Whanon noded that Pructi's nomination as
command chief warrant officer contimses 1o
bring atiention 1o the fedpling command
chiel program, which was authorized by the
LLE, Congress in 1999 and allows cach state
adjutant general to appoint a command chief
warrant officer

"Mot every chief wamant officer 5 i3 o com-

i the
Cruard-

the

iz:zch Ei:mriﬁs mand chief.” Wharton sdded. "There are a
headquarters while total of 50 command chiefs out of 34 states

and termtores.”

Pructt was bom in the Netherlands, but her
family settled in western Michigan when she
was |8 months old. She is a graduate of the
Warrant Officer Senior S1aff Course and pos-
sesaes 8 bachelor's degree in business man-
agement  from  Davenport College  of
Business in Lansing, Mich,

163rd
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Diversity
Mational Guard Buresu's chief, will retire
this summer after 44 years in uniform,
including 36 vears in the Air National Guard,

His begacy, however, will inclode a histone
"Memorandum of Understanding™ between
his office and National Image Inc., s Denver-
based notionsl organization thal advocaes
employment, educational opportunitics and
eivil nghts for Hispanic peophbe.

The document Davis: signed with Albert
Rocha, the Mational Image president, ¢om-
mits the Cuard Bureau to “identify and
establish goals to diversify the ranks of the
Matonal Guard with qualified male ol
femnle Hispanics serving &s soldiers and air-
men."

The Guard Bureau "agrees to seek input
from Image 1o assist in identifying and estab-
Iishing those goals,” the memorandum fur-
ther states.

Oither Giuand Bureau leaders, including Maj.
Gen. Raymond F. Rees, the vice chief, and
Christopher Gardner, director of the Jount
Staf¥, pledged their support to the idea that
equal opporiunity and diversity go hand-in-
hand with keeping the Guard strong enough
o support the 54 states and territorics, while
increading commilments overseas;

The Army Guard’s director stirred the
crowd with his condid comments about the
slatus of women.

"We're not even close to reaching the poten-
il of Temule ™ 1Eadership” in the Army
Mationnl Cuard,” said Li. Gen, Roger
Schultz

"I have 1o be concemed with where we're
going next, pnd Pm ned satisfied with where
wie are today,” Schulte added. "The messaga
wie'ne sending is that s OK o serve here,
but ir's mot OK to lead here. [ believe that
women make our force stronger.”

Sehulte recognized Alrican-American Caol.
Julia Cleckley, chief of the Amy Guard's
Human Resource Office, whe will be pro-
moled to brigadier general later this year. He
aleo insisted that diversity is not a theme for
Just this year bui a crusade that must be cor-
ried it the firture.

"In terms of equal opportunity and diversi-
ty, we have only begun,® he said.

That {5 the ball that Felion Page, who
played football at Central State University in
Wilberforce, Ohio, st now run with as the
Mational Guand Bureawn's new equal opportu-
nity chiel. He made a solid impression in
Denver,

“He conbes siross as very genuine about the
message and the job he's doing,” nssessed
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Kathy Mawch, an
equal opportunity officer for Army and Air
Guard personnel in Month Dakota.

"He is personable and approachable,” added
Lt. Caol. il Thomas, teal state’s Army Guard
equality officer.

Page is clearly a people-person whoe hns
promised io carry the equal opportunity mes-
sage 1o the stnies, - .

e need o make more stdl visils 1w the
states. We need 1o get out 10 where the rub-
ber meets the road,” he said about the impor-

Photo by hasisr Sgi. Bob Haskell, Natonsl Guard Bigesu
Lisutenant General Russell Davis, chief of the National Guard Bureau, signs
a Memorandum of Understanding with Albert Rocha, president of National
Image Inc., that pledges the organizations’ cooperation to further diversify the
Army and Alr Natfonal Guard with qualified Hispanic soldiers and alrmen.

unce of improving the equal opportunity
environment and avoiding costly, time-con-
suming complaints. "It's like maintnining an
automobile, A checkup costs a lot less than
repairing @ probbom.

“Feaple think that equal oeporiumity memns -

that something 15 wrong. Bul there ane so
many prosctive things we can do up front,”
Page added. "All that most people need s an

opportunity. We need to do o better job of
guiding the minority people we get info the
Ciuard,

“We need 1o do a better job of reaching oul
o their communitics and {0 historically
black colleges-and umiversities, 1o Hispanic
serving institutions, and to tribally controlled
colleges to find them. We need 1o fish some-
place else.®

A commitment to equal opportunity

Guardsman remembered

for helping others succeed

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bursay

DENYER - Benito Saucedo Jr. was concermed about equal
opportunity for sthers a long time before he began serving in
that capacity for the Texas Mational Guoard.

That iz how the senior master scrgeant in the Texas Afr
Guord was remembered by his friends and colleagues in
Denver, Colo., on May's third Friday, the day he was eulo-
gized and buried with full-militiry honors at Fort Sam
Houston in 5an Antoaio, He was posthumounsly promoted to
chief master gergeant, the highest enlisted rank in the Air
Force,

Saucedo, 55, was the Texas Guard's full-time assistand
exqual opportunity manager. Helping others to improve their
lives regardless of their gender or their acial or culiural dif-
ferences was his cause before it became his career, said those
who knew him well.

"Benny convinced me to stay in four years ago. | was going
to get out after 18 years,” said Senior Master Sgt. Melvene
Lamier, an African-American woman who will soon become
the human resource advisor for the Texas Air MNational
Cruard. "He was one of the few people who pulled me aside
and ialked 1o me about the contributions | could make o the
Giuard."

fronically, had things not gone terribly wrong for Saucedo
on Mother's Day Sunday at his San Antonio home, he would

have been one of the featured speakers during the National
Guard Bureau's Equal Opportunity Training Conference in
Denver on the Fraday of his funeral.

He was scheduled 1o discuss methods for dealing with equal
opportunity issucs before they become major problems for
commanders with the 390 National Guard equal opportunity
people who come 1o Denver from across the country.

Imsteadd, e was mourmed as the sppareat victim of a shoot-
ing that Bexar County authorities are investigating afler his
wile and one of his danghters discovered him dead with a
single gunshot wound to his chest sulside his home the pre-
vious Suncay.

The exqual opportunity practitioners in Denver paid tribute
o one of their own with a moment of silence when their
four-day cotference opened.

Saucedo is survived by his wife Gloria, daughiers Joanna
and Anna Saucedo and two sisters amd [our brothers,

In Denver, members of the Texas delegation and Felton
Page, the new chicf of the Notional Guard Bureau's Equal
Opportunity Division, elaborted on what the outgoing fam-
ily man who was said to be everybody's friend meant o
theeim,

"He was & mentor always. He was a man of passion and
conviction. He was always concemned about my upward
mobility,” said Lanier who wos promofed twice dusing the
eight years she knew Saucedo thanks, in large part, to his
guidance.

*This iz a terrible 1oss to the National Guard, 1o Texas, and
1o me personally,”™ said Page of his close friend and golf pan-
ner who helped Saucedo to be inducted into the Alamo Silver

Wings, an organization for Hispanic mililary veterans.

"He would introduce me 1o his friends as his brother who
had been separated from him at birth snd radsed by another
fomily,” added the first African-Amencan o become the
Guard Burenn's equal opponunity chief,

Saucedo persunded members of the Texas Guard to support
the youth programs he championed in the barmio where he
lived with his family, Page explaiped.

Indecd, the [amily has asked that dopations be sent in
Suicedo’s memory 1o the Centro Del Bamio, o center for
omeless families in Sam Antonis, which was one of his
labars of love. The sbdress 15 Centro Del Barrio, 208 Nolan
St., San Antonio, Texas, TE202,

*He was active ai thai center year roumd, nol just st
Cleristmae " Lanier explained.

Everybody knew him and knew whit he stood for, said
Capt. Audwin Taylor, chief of equal opportunity for Texas
Air Cuard members &t the 14%h Fighter Wing in San
Anfoneo,

“He spoke his mind, and you coald always count on him for
good counseling,” sdded Toylor, who recalled mcctng
Saucedo in 1991 at an equal opportunity conference in Las
Vegas. "He was willing 1o do anything for anyone. He was
the warmest person I've met in my |3 years in the National
Guard.”

And, with & melancholy smile, Taylor recalled the times
when his telephone would ring and Benito Sauceda Jr. would
simply ask, "What's going on, my brother?"

The captain made it very clear he will miss those calls and
the man who made them.
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By Znd Lt Jamie Melchert
hssour] Army Mational Guand

ANMETTE ISLAND, Alaska - How tough
was your last Field Training Exercises? If
your gnewer was anything less than "gruel-
ing" then you will have a new respect for
Nationa] Guord and other cadre that prepare
a tally self-sufficient base camp for |,600
soldiers ench year on a remote Alaskan
island, The training site is only accessible
by a one-hour ferry ride across the frigid
parthern Facific Ocean,

Adding to challenge the Mationsl Guard
faced for the past five years, carving oul o
rondway to federal highway standands by
cleanng large timiber and blasting through o
solid-granile  mooniainside. Also  com-
poundhing the logistics challenge is o clinmte
that receives 150 inches of min annually.
Most of the military troops come from var-
ous branches and they change every two
weeks. They mensure progress in mefers in
this rugged land that chews up rubber tires.
Bul most importantly, the National Guoard
has maintained o five-year spotless safety
recar.

The cadre and civilian staff of the
Operation Alaskan Road project meets these
challenges_and more_each day, They are
tasked with one of the largest Innovative
Readiness Training programs ever undertak-
en by the Department of Defense, according
in L. Col. Jerry West, joint task force com-
mander for the project ‘on Annette Tsland,
located 15 miles southwest of Kelchikan,
Aluska, He said that the moops call it "The
Rock” because of the difficult terrain,

"Considering the environment and diverse
personnel, we ane proud of the remarkable
safety record we hnve seL” said West, of the
35th Enginecr Brigade, Missouri MNatiomal
Covard from Fort Leonard Wood, Mo, “And
we want to keep thal record in tect.™

By lnte March, the stnff on Annette Island
wits bustling with activity even though win-
ter weather conditions were still present.
This past winter had been harsh and the hase
cump preparations had just begun. Broken
waler pipes thad frore during the winter
were repaired, Fuel and equipment deliver-
ies were received. Electrical and ielephone
services were restored. Snow and jce was
being plowed off the unimproved loggring
mofid that connects the 'l\":,r Wl bage ciumg
io the construction area. All of these prepa-
rations were well underwiny 1o make sure the
construction equipment was operational snd
the weather-beaten 16 feet by 32 fieet wood-
frame “hassches™ were suitable for soldiers
when they amrive.

More than 10,000 gallons of wster must be
drawn from a creck over one mile away
from the base camp ond processed daily
through & water purification unit before it
can be used, Waste waler is also trented
extensively before being released as into the
nearby bay. Diesel-powered generaiors pro-
duce eloctricity for evenything from light
bulbs to sophisticated computer equipment.
Twelve telephone lines provide necessary
communication with the outzide world
through the use of satellite technology.
Viehicle and ferry transportstion operntions
were reestablished, Fuel deliveries gre made
by barge to two 20,000-gallon fuel bags 1o
feed the appetite of all the engines, includ-
mg the massive heavy equipment required
for road construction,

All of these endeavors must inke environ-
mental and safety concerns ino account.
For instance, when fise] i transferred from a
tanker to the bulk fuel podnt, no boat traffic
is pllowed in the entire bay area ontil the
task 1% complete,

Bud with all the equipment and resources
available to the project, the soldicrs are siill
the most important commodity to keep
everything running, according to West.
D11ning tha |'In|:|!|l|. ol the wark SEASON Ve
M) hod menls are prepared. Hor showers
and [Mushing commodes wre maintained.
Chaplain services are provided 1o meel the
soldiers” spintoal needs, Soldiers are even
provided with the use of telephones o call
loved ones all over the world.

Even though spring has officially begun in
March, Lt Col. Valeric Thomas, executive
officer for operations, watches spow  fall
outside her office window and mites that the
unpredictable climade in southeast Alaskn 15
o consfant obstache for working soldiers to
OVETCOmE,

*There is no doubt that the weather can get
predy bad here,” said Thomas of the Marine
Corps Reserve from Camp Pendleton, Calif
"The day may start out with patchy snow,
then the rain will wash some of the snow
away and leave some places with seveml
inehes of snow lefl.”

Harsh weather conditions definitely con-
irhane o the ::-h.h.'llu:ngjhg work environs
menl. West agreed, noting that i mined for
34 consecutive days during one poind of the
winrk sesson last year. Despite poor weath-
er, b sand that there have only been five
doys of work stoppages since the project
began.

Thomas credits the caliber of the duration
stoff from all service branches for the out-
staneling operation of the facilities and work

|
Everything from toothpicks to trucks must be transported by ferry Ketchikan to An §
Alaskan terrain combined with severe weather conditions, make the mission difficu

tinue o make greal progress while main

sionalism we have here from all the services

*I think this project has provided a great bene-

represenied.”

The Alaskan Road Project has already bheen
touted as o "phenomenal accomplishment™ not-
ing the progress of the construction, magnitude
of the equipment mvoelved and excellent safety
record, scoordeng 1o Maj. Jeff Peterson, chicf,
Military Support of Civilian Authority for
Matipnal Guned Bureau,

fit for the community apd all the military
branches mvolved,” said Pelerson. I receive
calls on o rouline basis from units that want to
participate, | think that speaks highly of those
involved.®

West credits the project’s success 1o the B
remurkable support he has received rom the
Dffice of the Secretary of Defense, the Alaska

aite.  Flexabality 15 also essential to coondi-
nite all of the logistics that bring soldiers to
the island - sometimes with as little as 12
hours notice,

"It is a very labor intensive endeavor to
keep things up and running,” smd Themas,
1 am amazed ai the amount of work done
and 1 am proud of the level of the profies-

Although 1,800 members of ihe
Metlnkatlon Indian commumity inlabil the
180-square-mile istand, there are no madern
utilitics awailable and all food, fieel and
cquipment must be shipped in by boal. Sa
all the necessities and modern conveniences
for soldiers must be provided through the
logistical ingenuity of the full-time stnff.
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Phofos by Ind LE, Jamie Melcher, Mizsouri National Guand
tte Island to Guardsmen working on the road profect. The rugged
ai best. Howewver, the mon and women of the National Guard con-

and Missouri Mational Guard, US. Army
Alaskan Command, the Federal Highway
Administration, local and fegional civilian
agencies amd all services that provide support.

"This is truly a joint effon with a bot of players
actively contributing.” saad West. *T am proud to
be a pan of this."

Accarding 10 West, some of the most difficult
drilling and blasting have been accomplished in

previous years with mone than 755,000 cuobic
yards of granite moved. This year's lofty goal
will be 1o nearly double the construction
progress from the existing 5.5 miles to 9.6 miles
of roadway.

When completed the road will traverse the
island and will be 14.7 miles in length. 11 will
provide the Metlakatlan Indian community with
misch needed sccess to hospitals, edecation and

— e e—

commercial trade that 15 Aot currently accessible
during winter months,

Through raim or shine, the duration stafl a1 the
Alaska Road Project continues to work diligent-
Iy to make this desolate island o comfortable
and safe truiming site. The first rotstion of
Mational Guard and other consiruction engi-
neers continie working through the spring and
SUITImET.

Although it is eficially spring, snow
and ice are stll concerns of the
Alaskan Road Project staff who
must use a single unimproved log-
ging road fo move manpower and
equipment fo the road construction
site.
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Fulfilling a drea
Running the Boston Marathon

On Guard Staff Report

BOSTOMN - She ran her dream race in under
four hours. In & field of 14,000 runners who
finished, now the Alaska Alr National
Guard's Ist Lt Paulette Goodwin can claim
the achievement of completing a Boston
Marathon for the first time,

Cioodwin rmn the race in three hours,
S minutes, and 26 seconds,
placing 2,428 among women,
and 8884 overall.

Like countless others,
Coodwin strove 1o stay
in good physical con-
dition before the race,
And, like a lot of
people who work
ol regularly, she
likes to run.  But
this executive sup-
port officer for the
Alaskn Alr Gunnd's
I6Hih Air Refueling
Wing, based q
Eielson Air Force
Base near Fairbanks,
takes her running fur-
ther = sevieral miles fur-
ther. She's a committed
marathon munner. :

"l siarted working out with o =
couple fnends here in the Guand and
became interested in running marathons,”
Cioodwin said,

Lioodwin savs her nmning pariners encour-
aged her to enter the Capital City marathon
in 1994, which she comipeted.

She says her home town of Fairbanks has a
very active running community, which has
helped her stay in the sport.

“There's some kind of race here every other
week or 50. Everyone that finishes gets a T-
shirt or something,” she added. "When | was
starling out this helped me foel my effors
were worthwhile,”

In all, Goodwin competed in 11 marathons
in Alasks and the lower 48 United States
before entering the Boston Marathon.

“I've run the National Guard mamthon twice
and i 1998 came in first place for my nge
group,” she said. "Thit was also my first fin-
ish in under four howurs.®

Civodwin ran the rmce of her life i o event
that's become synomymous with marathon
running, the Boston Marathon, However, she
says that ir's not a mce that just anyone can

enler.

“To nm the Boston Marathon for my age
group, you have to be able to un in 3 hours,
40 mimtes,” Goodwin explained “Last year,
| beat that time at the Wine Glass Marathon
in Comning, N.Y., which qualified me 1o run
in Bogton."

Lised to mmning mces with 1,000 or so

other participants, Goodwin was
not  sure. what fo expect in
Boston.
“There are 15,000 runncrs
in this marathon and ['ve
been told i's 26 miles
of spectators cheering
vou an,” she added.
"It was really hard to
hold  mysell  back
and not push too
hard early on.”

Unlike some other
sports that become
cost-prohibitive  for
some, marathon mn-
ming has ool put =
{ cramp on Goodwin's
wallet,

"l usually travel wiih
friends, and we try 1o pick
places where we have friends
. or relatives 1o stay with," she

said. "If not, we double up on hotet

cosls.”

Running is a sport thai requires little in the
way of equipment, and entry fees for various
events are ool oul of reach. "The Boston
Morathon costs about 580 (o enter” she
chded.

Marathon running has become a passion for
this young licutenant, one she says has end-
le%s rewards,

"1 feel that when | fimish a 26-mile race, that
ihere's nothing | eant d0," Goodwin said
"When | run, there're no other distractions
and | can mentally work through a lot of
Issnes,”

he feels it has helped her tremendously in
her job with the 168th Air Refueling
Squadlnon,

*I have a lot more stamina and confidence
since | storted running - both mental and
physical,” said said. "I'm in o lot bealthier
state of mind fo stan the day.”

Goodwin concluded by offering advice 1o
would-be marathoners.

"Anybody can become & mamthon nmner,”
she said "The key is proper training. "

m.

race, even il [ have to walk®™ Goodwin
added, "Any mee you finish, you're n win-
o™

She says a runner shouldn’l sl too many
expectations, other than finishing a mce.
“Ive made myself o promise never to quit a

Submitted photo
Alaska Air National Guard’s 1st LL Paulette Goodwin can clalm the achleve-
ment of completing a Boston Marathon. (above) Determined to be prepared
for the marathon, Goodwin ran miles on end in the cold tempera-
tures of Alaska. A little ice and snow would not deter her from completing her
mission,
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0CS fast track

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskall
Mationnl Guard Bursai

FORT INDIANTOWN GAP, Penn. -
Army National Guard sobdiers in the east-
ern United States determined to train to
become officers as quickly as possible
will learn a great deal about "The Gap”
beginning this summer.

Fort Indisntown Gap, in southeasten
Pennsyivania near Harrisburg, will
become home 1o the second *fasi-irack”
gight-week officer candidate school num
by the Army National Guoard.

The first school of its kind to be accred-
ited by the Army, was for past three years
beld ot Fort Meade north of Rapid City,
5.D. As many ns 275 officer candidates,
including some from the Army Reserve,
will be able to eam reseTve commissions
as second liswtenants during two months
of intense training thai will begin this
June, said Pennsylvania Army National
CGuard Maj. Jonathan Sooil.

The men and women enrolled in the
Giuand's eastern Officer Candidate School
Mccelerated Course SO0 will repon 1o
“The Gup™ for four weeks of leadership
training on afier completing their first two
weeks at Camp Fretterd in Moryland.
They will spend their two final weeks,
beginning in July, at Fort McClellan, Ala.,
before gradusting in early Augusl, said
Seotl.

Seorl ts the operations officer for the

Pennsylvania Army National Guard's
166th Regiment, commanded by Col.
Sreven Ward. The irining area s based in
2 compact, $27 million campus of modemn
brick buildings a1 the sprawling National
Guard Training Center, which the Army
first opened in 1931, There were 1,038
vacancies for first and second licutenants
and 4220 vacancies for captains through-
out the Army Guard at the end of March,
said Lt Col, Cindy Dwyer ai the National
Guand Burea,
*There i 3 slgnificant shortage of second
lieutenants and other junicr officers in the
Guard.” said Seott. "This {s one way 1o
help fll those maks.”

New Director...

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
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CST: Preparing for
any possible threat

By Master Sgl. Bob Haskell

Mnlicnal Giand Sureau

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Department
of Defense recenily nolified Congress
ihat the 52nd Wespons of Mass
Destruction-Civil Support Team from the
(hio Mational Guard in Colursbus, Ohio,
is now certified. The team is fully ready
to assisl civil authonties’ response 10 4
domestic weapon of mass destruction
incident, and possesses the necessary
skills, training and equipment to be profi-
ciend in all mission requirements.

Also, the Defense Department
anpounced that the 103nd Weapons of
Sass Destruction Civil Support Team
from the Alaska National Guard was offi-
cinlly centified. The Army Mational Guard
team, the 103rd, is- stationed al Camp
Denali on Fort Richardson, Alnskn.

"With the horrific events of September
11 shll fresh in all our minds, it s com-
forting to know that Alaska hes a team
that s ready to respond io incidenis
involving biological, chemical, or msclear
wenpons,” said Alaska Gov, Tony
Knowles. "1 salute them for their willing-
ness 1o prepare for events that most of us
don't even want to imagine.”

Among other dutics, the tleam will train
local community fire fighters, police offi-
cors, il emergency mMAonagers OCross
Alazka.

The threat of terronism ince Sept 11
and the possibility since carly October
that deadly anthrax spores could be deliv-
ered in the mail have genernted a
groundswell of business for the |lib
Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil
Support Team. The Depariment of
Defense certified that team for federal
duty in mid-January. It was the seventh
team to be certified among the 17 that
were suthorized by the National Defense
Appropriations Act for 2000.

All 10 of the teams authorized in 1999
have been cenified, and five mone Ieams
authorized in 2001 are being organized,
Defense officials announced.

National Guard air crews assist in rescue mission of downed Air Force Reserve helicopter

By Maj. Jaff Julum
Cregon Mational Guand

SALEM, Ore. — A iotal of four 1042nd
Medical Company (Air Ambulance),
Oregon Army Mational Guard, UH-60
“Hiackhawk” helicopiers and their crews
recently left Salem to assist in the rescue of
seven climbers who fell into 8 ¢revasse on
Mount Hood after an Air Force Reserve
“Pavechawk™ rescue helicopter crashed on

rugped mountain while attempting the im-
il rescue,

The crews of the Oregon Army National
Guard helicopters wene pulled om of pre-
deployment traiming 1o assist in this real-
world mission.

The crew for the first helicopter was: pilot
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Mike Cataldo; co-
pilot Chief Warrant Officer 4 Al Jung: crow
chief Sgi. James Toumney: and flight medics
Sgl- Patrick Casha and Sgt. John Thel.

The second helicopter crew was: pilot
Chiel Warrnnt Officer & Rick Chagnon; co-
pilod Chief Warrant Officer 4 John Trotier;
crew chiel Sgl. Scolt Dye; and flight
medics Staff Sgi. Frayne Fowler and Sgt.
Jaton Johnson.

Twao additional 104274 “Blockhawk” hel-
icopters and their crews also were later dis-
patched from Salem o Mount Hood to
assist the first two belicopter crews in the
rescue of the downed Air Force Reserve

“Pavehawk” crew and the trapped hikers.

These soldiers will soon travel with the
remainder of the 1042nd o0 Fori Bragg,
N.C.. in support of Operstion Enduring
Freedom.

They will be tasked to perform their pri-
mary mission of medical evacuation and
imifaal treatment,

The duration and location of their deploy-
ment was not known.
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Weatherman becomes Natlonal Guard Wamor

By Capt. David 5. Kolarik
Missouri Armry Mational Guard

FORT LEOMARD WOOD, Mo,
Meteorologist Mike Roberis of KROG-TV
Channel 13 in Jefferson City, Mo, like most
wenthermen, has & rough job forecasting the
wenther affecting hundreds of thousands of
citizens in central Missour, Bul that job
paled 1o Roberis's latest endeavor.

Roberis recently fook s leave of nbsence
from bis. duties as chiel' meteorologist ot
KRCG, n CBS affiliate, to attend basic train-
ing at Fort Leonard Wood and gradunted
Thursday afier being tracked on camera
throughout nine-weeks of training by his
civilian employer.

Robers said he "always wanied 1o join the
Army.” He was actively recruited by the
United Stotes Mildtary Academy ot West
Point after graduating from high school in
5t Louis, yet he eventually chose the
University of Evansville (Ind.) and played
soccer for them on e full scholarship.

After gradunting from Fontbonne College
in 5L Louis with a degree in communica-
tioms, Hoberts began his media career in
rakio, then moved to television. He went
hack to school for metearology and has been
the main weatherman for KRCG for the past
SOVEN Years.

Roberts, 31 al the time, seemed fo hove
everything going for him, o loving wife and
children, & great job and a bright future in
broadcast media, but he still felt & personal
void. While it appeared he was living the
American dream, something very imporian
was missing from his life, the urge and great
desire to serve his state and country in the
Migsourd Army Matipnal Guard.

Realizing that e was 31 and had the desire
io serve as an officer, Roberis knew il was
time to make a move, He didn® want to look
10 years down the rosd snd say: ™ | sure

wish [ would have gone with my dream and
joined the Ammy."

Most people have been in similar situntions
at some juncture in their lives and the day-
io-day decisions they make can affect then
for the rest of their lives.

Roberts decided 1o move forward with his
dream and join the Army. He called Li. Col.
Bill Rathil, a public affairs officer with
Headguarters State Area Command in
Jeffersom City, who actively pursued

Roberts, hoping to being another quality sol-
dier into the Missouri Army National Guard.
After filling out the requisite paperwork
and getting mentally prepared to make the
meve in 1998, Roberts headed to the Kareas
City Military Entrance Processing Station o
receive his LS. Army enirapce physical
needed for enlistment mio the guard.

The results shocked him and his fmily. He
was informed that he had testicular cancer.
Devastnted that his dream was crushed and
that he was seriously ill, Roberts began Use
arduous rigors of chemotherapy. Though the
chemothermpy didn't stop him from working,
he continued to do the westher while fight-
ing his cancer.

Braving the hair loss and the rest ofthe col-
lateral damage of his discase, Roberts siill
never lost sight of his dream, because be said
there was still seme hope his cancer was
going away 50 he contimied to hold on to his
dream 1o one-day serve in the Anmy.

With the help of radiation treatments and an
unyielding spirit, Roberts conguered the
cancer and again sought entrance o the
Missourt National CGuard. Affer consulting
with the state surgeon, Roberts was told that
regulntions stated the cancer would have o
be in remission for three years before the
military ¢could consider him for enlistment.
The cut-off age for joining the Army is 35.

Roberts, now 34 made his final attempt to
join the “Show-Me State” Guard last year.
Heading 10 the same Army medical station
that informed him three years ago of his can-
cer, Roberts once again attempted 1o physi-
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cally qualify. The results were negative the
sccond time.

Roberts reported 10 basic tmining at Fort
Leonard Wood in January 2002 1o begin his
dream. “Army basic training s hardly a
dream, but under Roberts' circumsiances it
was preity close, he said.

For the younger roops going through tramn-
ing, Hoberts was quickly singled out os n
mentor. His seli-admittance of being well-
organized allowed him the time o help his
baule buddics with the demands of tme
management that comes with the regimens
of basic training.

Roberts admits that he, like most soldicrs
going through basic training, relied on the
camaradenic necded o help get & soldier
throwgh both phiysically and emotionally.

"During training, we all needed someone to
lean on and share with every now and then,”
Roberts recalled. "We shared each others'
experiences = both high and low, and we
offered support 1o each other when needed to
ensure we as @ leam made it theowgh,”

Roberts words echoed those he heard from
his hattalion commander upon his arrival 1o
hiz Missouri Army Mational Guard wnit
Company C, st Battalion, 45th Infantry.

"We expect you o work and focus on get-
ting the person to the leit and nght of you
through this training, before you even begin
1o think about yourself,” said L1 Col, Casey
P Haskins, commander of Ist Baitalion,
48th Infaniry Regiment.

Bobens said his next endeavor includes
applying . a5 a candidate in the Missoun
Mationn] Guard OfMeer Candidate School
program i Fort Leonard Wood lster this
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bumau

CHICAGO - Army Mational Guard Col.
Willie Davenport believed until the day he
died that determined and promising young
alhletes should Bave the same chances he
had 1o fulfill their Olympic dreams.

That was how friends and colleagues
remembered the five-time Olympan and
1968 gold-medallist in the 1 10-meter hurdles
on June's third Tuesday, the doy after his
death from o reported heart attack shocked
the Mational Guard family, ULS. Army sporis
officials and the US. Olympic community.

Davenport, 59, was pronounced dead al the
Resurrection Medical Center in Chicago, the
Associsted Press reported, afier collapsing
on Monday, June 17, ai O"Hare International
Airport while retuning to his northem
Virginia home from a Mationa] Guard adju-
tants generals’ conference in Boise, Idaho.

He had been chiel of the Mational Guand
Burcan’s Office of Sports Management since
Scptember 1999, and he was planning o
retire before his 60th birthday next June. He
had coached the All-Army men's and
women's track teams to an unprecedented
four undefeated seasans from 1993 through
19946,

A humeral was held June 27 in Boton Rouge,
La., and a memorial was held the following
day st Fort Meyer, Va. for the divorced father
af two sons and one daughter,

Davenport, whose own (lympic cancer
spanned a remarkable 16 years, was respon-
sible for getting the National Guard's spors
program validaied by the US. Army so that
it could be funded with $4 million for four
years beginning in 2003, said Chiefl Warrant
Officer 4 Dennis Loy.

That funding has been increased to 58 mil-
lion for five years beginning in 2004, added
Loy, who worked with Davenpon for two
nnd a half years,

“This program would not have gotten off
the ground had it not been for Willie
Davenport,” added Loy who explained that
3,000 Mational Guard athletes &re participat-
ing in biathlon and bobsledding, marthon
racing, parnchuting, and marksmanship pro-
grams sponsored by the Mational Guard
Burcau.

Utah Army Guard soldier Jill Bakken won
a gold medal in women's bobsledding and
Mike Kohn from Viginia and Dan Stecle
from Oregon won bronze medals in men’s
bobsledding during the Salt Lake City
Winter Olympics Inst February, And five of
the elght members of the U.S. men's and
women's biathlon teams were in the Anmy
Mational Guard.

All but two of them were part of the Army’s
Warld Class Athlete Program, but their suc-
cess convinced Davenport that NMational
Guard athletes could hold their ovn in inter-
national arenas just a5 he had done when he
WS YORINZET,

Davenport was besi known as being of one
of the first American 1o compete in both the
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Willie D. Davenport (center) runs to an Olympic Gold medal during the 110-meter hurdles In the 1968 Summer Olymplec

Games in Mexico City.

Summer and Winter Olympics and the first
African-American to compete in the Winter
Cramies.

Bom in Troy, Alo., he was the oldest in a
family of seven children, and he became &
state high school hurdling champion in Ohio
hefore joining the Army in 1962 and making
the U5, Army track feam.

Davenport made the 1964 LS. Olympic
team for the Tokyo Cames where he
advanced 1o the semifinals in the high hur-
dles. He won his gold medal in Mexico four
years later, afier leaving the Army and while
studying physical education af Southem
University A&M in Baton Rouge, La.

The man nicknamed “Breeze™ by his team-
mates finished fourth during the 1972
Summer Games in Munich, and he took the
hronee medal durtng the Montreal Giomes in
1976, when he was 33 and after he had
recovered from a severe knee injury.

He became onse of two Affican-Amencans
to first make the U.S. bobsled team for the
1960 games in Lake Placid, M.Y.
Davenport’s four-man team finished 12th in
hi= fifih and final Olympics.

Davenport was honored as one of this coun-
try's 100 Golden Olympizns before the 1996
Centennial Olympics beld in Atlants, Ga,
after being inducted into the U.S, Olympic
Hall of Fame in 1991. He was first vice pres-
ident of the US. Olympians, the governing
branch of the 6,000-member U.S. Olympic
Alumni Association. He was also in the LS.
Track and Field Hall of Fame.

“Competing in five Olympics was phenom-
enal,” said Paulette Freese, mannger of the
Army's World Class Athlete Program since
1994, “And he didnt just show up, He

hrought back the medals, He was a winner.”

Davenpori never forgot his roots. adided
Freese. *He gave the Army credit for his
medals and for much of the suceess he
achieved in his life.

“Colone] Dovenporn was always @ strong
advocate for Army sporis, not just for the
National Guard soldiers but for all Army ath-
letes,” she said. “He never gave up the batile
when it came to fighting for the rights and
for funding for the soldiers.”

The United State Olympic Committee
called Davenport onc of the greatest LS.
Olympians of all time in a June |9 press
release.

“Willie Davenport was a true Olympian in
every sense of the word,” said University of
Alabamo-Birmingham Athletic Director
Herman Frazier, a U.S. Olympic Commitice
vice president and Davenport’s teammate a1
the 1976 Olympic Games. “And, like many
Olympians, Willie gave back 1o the move-
ment by remaining active in sapport of ot
only America’s athletes, but also sport
ground the world.”

Loy said his boss encournged young citi-
sen-soldiers,

“He really relished working with young
people and helping them along, and he
understood how the Army's sporis program
worked,” Loy said. “We patterned our
Mational Guard Bureau office afler the
Ammy’s program.”

Davenpori’s sports “Tiger Team™ at the
Giunrd Burcau in Arlington, Vi, was
increased to five people carly this year,

“He was probably the most demunding boss
I've ever had,” Loy added. “With Colonel
Davenpart, you had 1o hit the ground run-

ning and keep on running. Bul 1 leamed
meore from him than 1 kearned from anyons
else.”

Davenport received a direct commission
after joining the Louisiana Army Mational
Guard in 1981, He was a National Guard
community relations officer for nearly five
years, and he commanded the Oregon Army
Guard's 7415t Corps Support Batialion for
19 months until September 1998,

But the fast tracks where athletes mn in the
summer and slide in bobsleds during the
winter were foremost in his heart, So were
the voung athletes.

“Athletics relates 1o everything you do.”
Davenport said during the 2002 Winter
Games in Salt Lake City, “You have to know
ihe mission, know what you have 1o do to
accomplish it, and be prepared.”

“He was more proud of the fact that he had
competed in five Olympics and that he was
one of the first two African-American
Olympic bobsledders for this country than
e was of his medals,” said Loy

Loy also pointed ot that Davenport used
the proceeds from a celebrity golf tourna-
ment he held each year in Oregon to provide
scholarships for young women going on to
college.

That, Loy added, was one more indication
of his commitment to the youth of this coun-
try.

Davenport is survived by one daughter,
Tanya Davenport Momis of Mooroe, La.,
and two sons, Willie Davenport Stewart Ir.
of Youngstown, Ohio, and Mark Davenport
of Baton Rouge, Lo He was engaged to
Barbara Henry of Louisiana.
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D.C. Guard celebrates 200 years of serving the nation

By LL Col. Phyllis Phipps-Barmes and
Sgt. 1st Class Eric Wedeking
DG, Mational Guard Public Affsinm and National Guaed Bunoay

WASHINGTOMN, DuC. — The District of Columbin National
Gunrd recently celebrated Hs 200th anniverspry Moy 6th.
Participants in the event included citizen-soldiers and airmen
of the D.C, Army and Air Mational Guard, velerans, refirees
and local and national dignitaries.

The guest speakers ab the formal reception imcloded
Reginald J. Brown, assistant secretary of the Army for man-
power and reserve affairs, and Craig Duchring, principal
deputy assistant secretary of defense for reserve affairs.

The event was especially important o Master Sgt. Susan
Murray of the D.C. Headquarters, Air National Guard's 1215t
Weather Flight based ot nearby Andrews Air Force Base,
Md., because she represented three generations of Murrays.
Her uncle, Warmren Murray, served and was killed in action
during WWIl with the D.C. Army Guard's 4th Infaniry
Dhavizglon and her grandfather served with the DUC. Goand's
Maval Militia during the Spanish-Amencan YWar

"We represent 104 years of service with the D.C. Guard,”
gaid Murray, who works full me ot Andrews 05 a meteono-
logical technician. "Cur family bos spent a lof of years and a
lot of ectivation in the D.C, Guand,”

The D.C. Mational Caaed, then the D.C. Militis, was creat-
ed by an’act of Congress in Murch 1802 and ongini=d in
May and June of that year as an official volunteer military
organization. For the past 200 years, the DU.C. National
Civard and its units have faithfolly served the nation in every
military engagement including the War of 1812, ithe
Seminole Wars, the Creek and Indian Wars, the Civil War,
the 1898 War with Spain, the Mexican Border Campaign of
1916, the First and Second World Wars, the Korean and
WVictnam Wars, the Persian Gulf War, and most recently, the

central Europe campaigns in the Balkans, and mir defense of
the United Staics following the Sept. 11 termonst attacks.

Unlike the other 53 National Guard organtzations, the D.C.
MNational Guard has always been a federal organization,
directly under the command of the president of the United
States although, since 1949, command and control of the
organization has been vested in the Department of Delense,
and more specifically, the Secretaries of the Ammy and Air
Force, The "Capital Guardian's™ history, which reflects the
miltary history of the United States, includes spectacular
events unique o the organieation,

Motahle D.C, Mational Guard histonical events ineluded:
= Im 1804, st Li. Francis Scoti Key, o member of the DUC,
Militia, traveled under military orders to Baltimore 10
arrange for the release of o physician being held by the
Brifish. After watching the British bombard Fort McHenry,
he was inspired o wrile the poem, "The Sinr-Spangled
Banmmer,” which Inter became the national anthem.
« I 1861, two days belore the Confederate attack on For
Sumter, 5.C., Presideént Abrahnm Lincoln ordered the mobi-
lization of the D.C, Militia, As the only militin direct]y under
presidential comtrol, the DUC. Militia provided the first man,
first company and first regiment mobilized for the American
Civil War.
+In 1917, 12 days befoee the United States entered 'World
War I, ihe secretary of war ordered the D.C, National Guard
commanding general to mobilize forces 16 protect vital facil-
{ties in the nation's capital from possible enemy sabotage,
+ Ome of the more famous Army Air Corps units of WW Il
wis the Air Force's 352nd Fighter Group. Flying P-51
Mustangs out of Bodney, England, the unit, known as the
"Hlue-Mosed Bastands of Bodney™ for the blue pant on the
pireraft noses, was awarded the French Croix de Guerre with
Palm for their herorsm. That bonor i still carmed forwand
today by the Air Guard's 113th Fighter Wing.

“ In 1950, several units from the DLC. National Guard were
mobilized for the Korean conflict; only the 715th
Tronsportation Truck Company, an all-black unit formed in
November 1947, went to Korea, The 715th served in cight
campaigns and received the Republic of Korea Presidential
LUinat Citatson for their services.

- Following the scizure of the U.5.5, Puchlo in January 1963,
the | 13th Tactical Fighier Wing was mobilized. Although the
miain body of the Wing was sent 1o Myrile Beach, 5.C., many
pilets and support personne] served combal fours in Vietnam.
Also, that spring during the civil disobedience demonstra-
tions following the nssassination of Dr. Martin Luther King.
Jr., DUC. citizen-sobdicrs were called 1o duty for a 12-day
period 1o help restore order.

“In 19960, six D.C, Army Guard units and ope B,.C. Air Guard
unit were mohilized for the Persian Gull War The Anmmy
Cuard units deployed o Soudi Arabia and Irag; the Air
Ciuzrd's tactical hospital unil remained on didy 8t Andrews,
« Recently, the 113th Wing's F-165 "Fighting Falcon™ aircrafi
Mew combat air patrols for several months over the skies of
Washington, DU, and the unit conlinues o remain on e
while Ammy Guard units stood gunrd af the Capitol building
for more than ive months a5 pant of their homeland defense
mission.

Because of the rich linesage and secing up close how her unit
in the D.C, Guard performed following the ferror created by
Scpi. 11th, she plans on staying with the "Capital Guardians®
b0 confinue her family's legacy of serve o the nation's capi-
il

"At Andrews immediotely afler Sept. [lth, we stood up-a
battle siff and flying combat air patrol missions,” Murmay
swick "Evien though 1 got into the Air Guard by accident (afier
previously serving in the active-duty Air Force and Air Force
Reserve) | found out this was the best unit right here i the
Guard. It makes me want to siay in even more because my
family goes back to [898 in the D.C, Guard,”

Making the switch from Active duty to the National Guard

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Matonal Guard Busaau

ANCHORAGE, Alaska - Transfeming from
the active Air Force to the Air Mational
CGuard has made it possible for Tech. Sgi
Fred Kinzel to have the best of three worlds,
He can stay in uniform, doing the job that he
knows best. He can stay in his adopled state
of Alaska. He can stay in one place with his
f-year-old daonghter Victoria,

That's important, Kinzel recently explained,
because he is a single dad who had invested
[ 2 wears and 8 months of kis life in the active
Air Force, mostly in the air contmol business,
before taking o full-time job with the Alaska
Air National Cuard last September.

"I had to guarantee stability for my daugh-
ter and mysell,” said Kinzel, 34, who served
in such far-flung places as Okinawa and
Mebraska before the Air Force sent him to
Alaska in Oetober 1996, "The Air Guard is
an sheolutely familv-oriented environment
and | now can stay in one place. Besides, this
15 one of the most beautiful places on earth, |
Figured this is a good place to stay,”

Focct 18, Kinzel remained in the same unat,
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the &1 1th Air Control Squadron 1 Elmendor!
Air Force HBase near Anchorage, doing the
game job - superintendent of maintenance
support = becouse his oulfit is undergoing a
significant transition.

The unit is being converted from an pctive-
U.S. Air Force unit (o an Adr Guard unit that
will perform the same mission it has been
doing for many years - monitoring Alaska's
pirgpace for unidentified and potentially hos-
tile sbreraft It will, howewver, continue bo
report to the 11th Air Force as part of the
active-duty chain of command, pointed ow
Li. Col. Robert Johnson, the squadron’s new
convmander.

And, due to Sept, 11, the squadron is as
biesy a3 it used to be during the Cold War,
when it searched the skies for aircraft from
the former Soviet Union. Plaques of red stars
that cover an entire wall represent the many
times during the old days that 611th air con-
trollers identified suspect aircraft off the
Alpzkan coast and scrambled jet fighters to
minke sure they kept their distance,

The Air Guard is taking on the monitoring
part of the Alaskan air defense mission from
the Air Force. It is similar o the way the 151

Air Force, an Air Guard force based ot
Tyndall Air Force Base in Florida, has taken
on the entire nir defense mission for the
lower 48 states.

The major difference, said Johnson, is that
the &1 1th will remain parnt of the active-duty
[ 1th Air Force in the Alaskan Air Defense
Sector after the squadron is fully staffed by
Air Guard people by October 2004,

Air Guard personnel will be able to send up
pctive Air Force fighters from Elmendorf 1o
check out unidentified airernfl detected by 24
radar sites peppered across this country's
Lnrgest stote.

Kinzel i& nodl the anly ane 16 switch from
the Air Foree to the Abr Goard to remiain with
the 61 1th, sccording to Maj. Karen Stevens,
Zo far, 14 have already made or are making
the change, said the team chiel for the
61 1th's transition that began two Aprils ago.

In all, 28 Air Guard men and women have
filled full-time slots formerly held by Adar
Force personnel, added Stevens. When the
transition is completed, the squadron will be
staffed by 148 Guard people — 129 full-
timers and 19 tmditional, or pant-time, per-

Th: H]I.Illil!‘l:l‘l is still recruiting Air Guard
personnel, Johnson said. Imterested candi-
dates can check out job announcements by
clicking on "611 Air Control Squadron” on
the Intemet weh site at
www.akanch.ang.afmil,

The unit will continue to inclede halfl o
dozen members of the Canadian Forces who
are assigned 1o ULS, military insallations
that watch over the countries’ common bor-
der. The Canadians are keenly inferested in
what i= flying around Alaskan airspace, espe-
cially since the Sept. 11 terrorist atiacks on
Mew York and Washington, D.C., said
Canadian Capt. Tony Matheson.

Those mtacks redefined how the 61 1th docs
businesz, he explained, because the four
commercial flights hijacked by the terronsis
ook ofl’ from three East Coast airports.

"Before Sept. 11, we tracked only the
flights that were headed toward Alnska.
Anything that came from inside Alaska was
sutomatically  considered  fmendly,”
Matheson said. "Now we track everything as
a polential threat.”
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History

Seventy-five years ago in May

By Dr. Joe Gross
MGE Pubbo Affsirs

Om 20 May 1927, a vinually unknown air
mail pilot coaxed his small, heavily loadesd,
single-engine monoplane off the rain-soaked
rumway on Long [sland, New York.
Siraining to gain altitude, the silver aircraft
skimmexd dangerously close 10 telephone
lines near the end of the field. Scveral hours
later, it vanished into the stormy skies above
the treacherous North Atlantic. Over 33
hors later, the exhausted pilet performed a
bumpy night landing cn a poorly illuminated
airficld outside Paris that he had never seen
before. Pandemoniun broke loose when he
left his airplane. Charles A. Lindbergh, the
first man to fly non-stop scross the Atlantic,
became an instant hero and the most famous
human being on the face of the earth. Priar
to his heroic journey, at beast &ix lives had
been lost by pilots either preparing for or
altemgiing a trans-Atlantic flight in order 1o
win the $25,000 prize being offered to the
first person 1o complete the trip.

Lindbergh's dramatic flight in 1927 fostered
a widesprend international interest i avia-
tion, His populanty helped create the finan-
ctal and technical climaie necessary for the
large-scale development of aviation. Almost
enknown today wod the fact thal he was o
respected aviator in the Missouri National
Guard's 110th Observation Squadron.
Lindbergh's service in the National Guard
ilhestrated the close linkages between mili-
tary and commercial aviation in those days.
He had learned to My in 1924-1925 as an Air
Service cadet and wos commissioned a 2nd
Licutenant in the Organized Reserve Corps
(ORC) in July 1925, Lindbergh bencfited
from » policy adopted by the Army Air
Service shorly after World War L. Realizing
that it was impractical 1o scek on expansion
of personncl that would begin o meet its pro-
jected wartime needs, the Air Service trained
and passed into the organized reserves o
reservoir of Mying officers that would be
avnilable in case of an armed conflict. Each
year, the states also sent a small aumber of
officers to the Air Service each year 1o be
trained as Mational Gaeard pilots. Pilot billets
in the Guard were cagerly sought aller
because, unlike the ORC, they provided
guaranteed flying time and pay during
monthly drills as well a3 the anmual summer
CAmpE.

Despite flying Increasingly obsclescent
equipment in the 1920s, skilled pilots like
Lindbergh were easy for Guard observation
squadrons 1o recruil. Commercial aviation
was virtually non-existent in the United
Siates when he joined the 110th, Some pilots
cked owi o living bamstorming around the
country. The armed forces’ fledgling pro-
grams were by far the largest sources of sup-
port for American aviation in terms of both
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wircraft procurement and flight training.
Although Guard aviastion was a relatively
good deal for pilols in the 1920s, its units
operated on o shoestring by later standards.
In 1925, for example, the 110th's aircraft
inventory consisted of three World War | vin-
tnge JN-4 “Jennics.” It had inherited three
corragated sheet irons hangars built for air
races i 1923 at 51 Louis' Lambert Field. [ts
headquarters was maintained for a time in &
gas stathon, then above a grocery store, then
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. Lindbergh, the first man to fly non-stop across the Atlantic, was a

faced constant exposure 1o cold air, especial-
ly during winler. Even wearing a heavy fly-
ing suit, he sometimes became so numb that
his judgement was impaired. Flying the mal
became a siruggle of endurance and nerves.
Other men who flew the mail considered it
"pretty much a suicide chub.”

But Lindbergh thrived on the challenges of
flying the mail. He was a natural salesman
and self-taught engineer who never finished
college. Lindy convinced a group of wealth

respected aviator In the Missouri National Guard's 110th Observation

Squadron.

to the 138ih Infantry Armory in St Lowis and
Inier in o warchouse, Flying traming wis coni-
ducted on weekends. Repular weeknight
drills featared paddlefoot drill, weapons
iraining and other routings that were pot
much different from that of a rifle company.
A handful of state-paid full-time mechanics
helped assemble the unit's aircraft and main-
inined them.

Lindbergh joined the 110th in November
1925, The following vear, he was promoted
to captain. “Slim," as he was known 1o his
squadron mates, served os a flight command-
er as well as a parachute officer and pilot in
the 110k, In 1926, Major William Robertson
and his two brothers, all pilots in the
squadron, were awarded & government Con-
tract to fly the mail between St Louis and
Chicago. William Roberison was also a
founder and the first commander of the
[10th. Lindbergh took a job as the
Roberteon's chief pilot on their sir mail roate.
Flying an open cockpit biplane, Lindbergh

businessmen in 5t Louis to fund his attempt
to master the Atlantic alone and played a key
role in helping the Ryan Aircraft Corporation
design his plane, "The Spirit of St Louis.™ A
shy and intenscly privale man, the "Lone
Eagle” became an acknowledged aviation
expert, He became the most worshiped,
adored, harried, photographed, written-aboul,
and pursued man in the world. Standing 21X
feet three inches tall, with blue eves and curly
blond hair, Lindbergh's infectious smile
could light up a reom. He neither smoked nor
drank and rarely used even the mildest pro-
fanity. He was genuinely modest and often
blushed. In 1929, he married the only womin
he ever courted. Anne Morrow Lindbergh
remained his beloved wife and best friend
until he died in 1974, Lindbergh was extraoe-
dinarily decent, unassuming and loyal,
Although dedicated to aviation as a serious
business, Lindbergh had enjoyed a reputation
within the 110t} as a prankster. For example,
the cockpit of each “Jenny” contained a
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booster for starting the aircraf's engine. It
generated a strong electrical shock. "Skim”
liked 1o ook a wire to the booster, hang a
key on the other end, and drop il in a pan
filled with water, Then he would try to get
someone to pick it up for him. The joli
always won Lindbergh bets with his fellow
squadnon mates until an old farmer grabbed
the key without [inching. The lutter
cxplained that he was used to absorbing elec-
trical shocks from his tactor engine.

Because of his epic solo flight, Lindbergh
was premoted to colonel in the ORC in June
1927 while retaining his captaincy in
Missouri. (Guard officers held dual commis-
sions,) Since be was too busy to participate
regularly in its training, Lindbergh's comimis-
sion in the Missourni Mational Guard was
vacated in 1933, In his sutobiography,
Lindbergh fondly recalled his service in the
Ciuard. He wrote that his fellow palots ®joined
the Guard for two reasons: first, because of
the opportunity it offered to keep him in fly-
ing traiming, and second, because they con-
sidered it a patriotic duty w0 keep fit for
immediate service in the case of a wartime
emergency.” In 1928, he was awarded the
Medal of Hopor "For displaying heroic
courage and kill as a novigator, at the risk of
his lifie, by his nonstop flight ._." from New
York to Paris.

Tragedy and controversy tamished
Lindbergh's life afier 1927. Afler his infant
son was kidnapped and murdered in 1932,
the intensely shy man and his wife retreated
to Europe to escape the relentless pressures
of the sensationalist American media, Once
abroad, he accepled the request of the
American military attache in Berlin 1o collect
intelligence on the German Luftwaife and the
aircraft industry that sustained . Seekmg to
intimidate the democratic powers with the
threat of serdl annihilation, the Germans
mislead the naive Lindbergh, Because of his
dire wamings about the growing threat of
German air power and subsaquent highly vis-
ible role in the isolationist movement, he was
accused of being duped by the Nazis. In retal-
tation, President Roosevelt prevented him
from serving in the military during World
War [l Yet, Lindbergh is still remembered
today for his historic 1927 Might. Jimmy
Stewart played him in the movie, "The Spanil
of St Louis.” Lindbergh has becorne a cultur-
al icon who represents the American “can do®
spirit. In our popular mythology, he is still a
great man who accomplished an enomously
important feat alone while other well-funded
aftempts backed by large bureaucracies
failed. Although the realitics as suggested by
his involvement with Army and National
Guard avistion were more complex, the
*Lone Engle" remains a quintessential
American hero,
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Fﬂ'-ilt-';r' MSgl Sesn Sesnnan, Distnct of Cohumbia Netanal Guard
Past and present Disirict of Columbla National Guard
members cuf 8 cake in celebration of the District’s 200t
Anniversary. Pictured left fo right are: Maf. Gen, Warren
L. Freaman, DCNG Commanding General; Hon. Reginald
J. Brown, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower
and Reserve Affairs; Hon, James G. Roche, Secrotary of
the Air Force; Bob Beils, Oidest DCNG veferan (82)
presont; Maj. Gen. (ReL) Cupningham C, Bryant, former
DCNG Commanding General (1974-1881); and L. Gen.
Russell C. Davis, Chlef of the Natlonal Guard Bureau
ind formar DCNG Commanding General (1891-1895).
Sew the complete story on page 10 of this edition of The
On Guard, 1



