Last words immortalized on aircraft

By Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen
hm.’ﬂw&-ﬂ

EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP, N.J. - The
Mew Jersey Air National Guard's 177th
Fighter Wing based in Epp Harbor
Township, N.J., recently honored Sepi
I1th’s Flight 93 widow Lisa Beamer afier
Wing Commander Col, Mike Cosby
unveiled a red, white and blue "Let's Roll”
emblem on one of the unit’s F-16 "Fighting
Faleom™ aircrafi.

The nose art features Todd Beamer's wonds,
“Let's Roll™ with the motte "Spirit of 2-11"
on a sword, an American eagle, and a U5,
flag. Todd Beamer, 32, along with 44 pas-
sengers and crew, was killed Sept. 11 when
hijacked Flight 93 crashed into o ficld near
Shanksville, Pa. The phrase, "Let's roll”
wire Todd - Beamer's 1nsi words overheard
by a telephone operator belore be and ather

nushad the eockpit 1o sweceasful-
ly thwarl the terrorist’s plans in attacking
anather target.

"Todd was brave,” Cosby said. “He began
the fight and | promise to you that the
Depariment of Defense, the 177th Fighter
Wing, and the men and women of the Air
Mational Guard around the world will con-
tinue the fight that your husband began.

Beamer's widow said she was proud the Air
Nautional Guard was uging her husband's last
words as a rallying ery while thanking the
military men and women for protecting the
coundtry.

“It i a great honor 1o have Todd's words
remembered in this way, | know that be
would be honored to have wyou all rally
arpund his words,” Beamer added, "Thank
vou for whai you do every day for all the
thimgs that we, is ordinary citoeens, don't
always appreciale,”

[t was the first time that Lisa Beamer
appeared in a public presemation with her
two sons, David and Direw, pnd ber daughter
Morgan Kay, who waz bom in January.
More than 200 unit members attended the
CEremony.
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Photo by Tech. Sgi. Mark Cisen, Mew Jamssy Naional Guand

New Jersey Alr Nationa Guard 177th Fighter Wing Commander Col. Mike Cosby and Lisa Beamer, the widow of Todd
Beamer, unvelled a red, white and blue "Let's Roli” emblem on one of the unit's F-16 “Fighting Falcon™ alreraft, Todd
Beamer, a Natfonal Guardsman, was killed on Sept. 11, when hijacked Flight 93 crashed near Shanksville, Pa.
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§ Commentary

Training is a personal

Dear Editor:

Since the Army's medical corps has started
combining Military Crecupational
Specialties, I've heard many variations as (o
its impartance. 'What necds o be renlized, as
fior the medic, is that we have "customers or
patienis” o look alter. This transition is the
best thing to happen in years 10 upgrade our
service capabilities.

My first advice to any medic reading this
letter is to view the film "Suicide Mission™,
a documentary put together by the History
Channel, If & medic does not grow' o foot
taller after watching this, one may need to
re-eviduate their carcer field, This is one
show that should be included in your train-
ing.

As a medic, you've chosen u ficld where on
a good day you may be doing vitals in a clin-
ic, trining on specific skill or training oth-
ers, But ns reality hils, you're being mobi-
lized and you're off 1o war or a peacekeeping
theater, Monetheless vou have a job vou've
been trained (o do,

This brings to mind a real important tssue,
How well trained are vou? How proficient
are you in oll the many medical diagnostic
procedures we need 1o know? Now close
your eyes, relax, and honestly go over soms
of various medical situntions.

Well, those that continued to read are either
a well-trained medic or a pretender. The
problem with the pretender is that in the heat
of battle or firefight the soldiers who need
youu will suffer due to your lack of initistive

and training. Your laziness to properly train
may hawe just cost a soldier their life. Fellow
medics, we are supposed to train for war,
The consequences of doing less than your
best a5 a medic could be devastating, (iher
people may saffer or even die from youor lack
of commitment and ¢fort. This editorial let-
ter is nimed ot helping you excel mn your
trafning.

I mentioned earfier sboul the pretender.
D't be a pretender! In the lassroom and in
the field, pretenders aim for the minimum
standard and always can be counted upon 1o
do only what iz required of them. The cost of
ineffective and incMicient emergency med-
ical care is much oo high. Your commitment
and effort in training will directly affect sol-
diers' lives every time you answer the crv Tor
"MEC." The only scceptable quality in
emergency-field care is excellence. It is up
Lo you to prepare yourself 1o meet this ehal-
lenge by doing your very best work now.

| speak to a lot of peaple about petting their
life in order. As o fellow medic, 1 wish 1o
share a simple way o remember fwo vital
words that can change vou or someone else's
life. The words are "MOM™ and "DAD” The
are acronyms for "Motivation, Opportunity,
Mumrity” and "Decisions, Attitude, Desire."

Il 8 wounded soldier lies in o battlefield
needing a medic and requiring lifesaving
care, which part of MOM and DAD will get
you out to him? Which skill gives him aid?
What training prepared you? Which part of
MOM and DAD was used 1o get prepared?

“He must be union."

2 ™=OCue

responsibility

By this umg i your reading vou probablby
think that | expect you io be n "Trauma
Ciodl." Well, not in the least. It would be nice
for you io tnke & strong look st vourself and
decide where vou want your training to by
showing the "desire” to constantly continue
that training.

In my 20 venrs of associstion in the
Emergency Medical  Services - field,
Emergency Medical Technicinns i various
levels have come and gone. Many have used
the training basics 10 continue on with high-
er education in the medical field.

During the Persisn Gulf War, a non-medic
suw what important work we did for the sol-
diers. He decided to explore the profession
and today he 15 a surgeon in Memphis, Tenn,
Many doctors, nurses, physician's assistants
have been former medics and corpsmen in
the military, "Desire” depends on how one
perceives the word, | guess.

As an old-country bumpkin from Arkansas,
'm not flashy or even real sman, but [ do
care about how we nre Iooking toward the
futiere ns medics. To me, it means continual-
Iy educating yourself.

Would you want your 60-year-oll heart sur-
goon operating on vou by using only skills
they leamed in medical school years agoT As
medics, we nesd o polish up our medical
skills, We need to provide our costomers
with the best, well-trained person that can
take care of them.

Also, as expencoced noncommissionod
officers, vour influence on the fulure of our
profession will come ool in your lifetime.
How do you wish to be remembered? Asa
leader, will you guide and inspire the talent-
ed people on your team o achieve their full
potential? The goal sefting process is like the
finecly tuned pinneo in the honds of a “masier”.
If perfectly constructed and tuned, it plays
beautifild music, The traming of the people
vou direct, will be only as good as what you,
hawve finely funcd their skills.

Also, less-experienced medics need a men-
tor 1o guide them in their quest for excel-
lence. Multiply yvoursell by investing m the
development of others, It is your commit-
miend to total personal mastery, which holds
the Koy to success,

When you develop yvourself and your com-
bat medic skills, it is like that dusty old
piang in the hands of a master. The choice is
yours. How good do you need 1o be to save
o life when it really counts?

Seafl Sgt. Garry W, Odom
Arkanzas Notional Guard
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In the News

Program allows commanders
to communicate with family
members and many others

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Nasional Guard Buseay

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — After 33 years in
sales ad marketing, Ed Tonini knows what
will play in Peoria and how to deliver the
Mmessage.

The chief of staff for the Kentucky Adr
National Guard is the first career public
affairs officer in Air Guard history to cam a
brigadier general's star. He owns his own
film and videotape production company' i
Lowisville that special-

level af barharizm, we will bear any suffer-
ing, pay any cosl, go to any length in the
pursuit of justice.”

That iz the compelling introduction 1o let-
ters that commanders can sign and send or
use a5 examples for their own letters that
explain why military people have been
called 1o prms.

With the letters go posters featuring the
Statue of Liberty in front of the LS. fag
recipients are gsked 1o display as a show of
support for the people who have been
deployed. Family mem-

izes in sales and market-
ing. He has worked with
sich high-profile ongan-
izntions as ESPN, the
Walt Disney Studio,
Chase Bank, General
Electric, and 1BM.

Toaini, 55, is alsa the
founding father and
driving force behind
"Your
Freedom.”

The progrem las
gained the I3-wear Adr
Guand veteran the alten-
tion of many of this
country's military lead-
ers who have commitied

“When you take the time
to explain to people and
organizations how an Air
Guardsman s activation
will affect them, you have
the unigue opporiunity fo
Guardians of positively influence pub-
lic opinion on defense
issues and create a better
civilian understanding of cveryone around them
the military service.”

— Brig. Gen. Ed Tonini Tonini explained to com-

bers also meceive Lady
Liberty posicards and
refrigerator magnets and
"We Will Mot Fail®
patches for their jackets.

"Because these Air
Mational Guoardsmen ans
highly valued in their
civilion roles, their sud-
ien absence, which can
last up to two years, will
CcAUse MAjor inconven-
iences and hardships to

their employer - their
school - their family,"

full-time and part-time
people for o few months or a few years o
the new war against (ermorsm.

“Your Guardians of Freedom™ 18 8 new
program that enables unit commanders (o
quickly communicaie with peogle affected
by and interested in the mobilization and
deployment of military people for the war
President George W, Bush launched within
days of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Commuanders can contact and reguest the
suppart of civilian employers, educaions,
fumilies, members of Congress and local
government lenders, and the local media
when Guard citizen-soldiers, Reservisis
and active-duty troops get called up Ffor
Moble Exgle and Enduring Freedom opera-
tions in this country and overseas.

"Owir goal here is to make il aE casy a8 pos-
sible for vou to create a dialogue with those
affected by the absence of Air National
Guardsmen in your communily,” stiafes
Tonini in the introduction to the Your
Cuardians of Freedom web sile on the
Intermnet.

*The evenis of September 10th have
changed all of our lives. As Amenicans we
miourn and as Americans we are righteous
m our outrege. When provoked by this

nuanders,

"W know that communicating with these
folks is vet one more responsibility for you
to undertake in vour already full-work
schedule,” he advised, "However, building
& grass-roots bevel of support here in the
omeland for our troops is an imporian
role. So, we hope you do your part.”

The progrm provides the groendwork for
o number of different agencies, inchiding
the Mational Guard's state family programs
and Employer Support for the Guard and
Reserve. Tonini considers the program a
fisll partner with those agencies.

"We necded a device to re-shine the light
o these solid programs,” said Tommn who
described his program’s two most mmpor-
tnnd factaors: Mo, 1, it & zsimple for people m
the field 1o use and No. 2, it is an effective
wiy to communicate with a large number
of people.

"When you take the time 1o explain to
people and organizations how an Air
Guardsman’s activation will affect them,
vou have the unique opporunity to posi-
tively influence public opinion on defense
isswes and create s betler civilisn under-
standing of the military service,” Tonini
gaid,
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Kentucky Alr National Guard Brig. Gen. Edward Toninl explains the new
“Your Guardians of Freedom™ communications program to military leaders

across the counitry.

Tonini and the Air Motions] Guard have
certainly done their port. The progrim smas
developed and approved after Sepr. 11, and
materinl was distributed to Air Guard
installotions in the 54 siates and territories
within sheut four months — faster than any
one who knows Washington, DNC., could
imagine.

The Air Guard contributed 3285,000 to
gef the program off the ground, Tonind said.
Doe Anderson Advertising, a Loaisville
advertising agency, donated 550,000 worth
af time and material o refine the onginol
concepd for presentation.

United Parcel Service distributed the pro-
gram's materials across the country 1o late
January and early February, Tonimi ndded,
including more than 1,000 packages
weighing more than 11 tons, free of charge
as their part in the war against terrorism.

Air Guard commanders in Kentucky have
alrcady generated 00 letters, Tonini

reporied, *That's a good stan,” he said.

Tonini, meanwhile, is striving to expand
and improve the informational program.

The U5, Air Force and Air Force Reserve
have embraced the concept and are moving
toward full implementation, said Tonin
who has wice presented it o Army
Mational Guard senior leaders. He recently
presented it 1o Jeadors of all of the reserve
componenis at the

He is designing special pins, with the let-
ter E displayed among Air Force wings, for
corparale executives who have made it
passible for their employees to take part in
thie war.

He is, by and large, encouraged by the ini-
tinl receplion to Your Guardians of
Freedom,

“I have presented this program to between
60 andd 75 people,” Tonini said. "So far I'm
batling a thousand. I've been in this busi-
ness for over 30 years. That is the first time
that's ever happened in my professional
carcer.”
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By Mastor Sgt. Bob Haskedl
Mafional Guand Buraau

ARLINGTOMN, ¥a. = It was a kids and
colonels kind of Monday recently for
Christopher Gardner. That was a typical
workday in the life of the National Guand
Buresu's civilion executive who directs the
Joint Staff of nearly 400 people ai National
Gunrd Burepi It also helped define every-
thing for which that arm of the organization
1% responsible,

Gardner spent o half-hour on a Monday
moming meeting in his wop-floor office with
three colonels anxious to obtain additional
funding for the Mational Guard's Youth
ChalleMGe Program and the Star Base pro-
gram for young people.

He devoled & good part of that aftiermoon to
& promotion and change-of-command cene-
mony in an airplane hangar near Forl Belvoir
just outside the nation's capital Beltway.
Manuel Quiterio 1l was promoted to Full
colonel in the Armmy National Guard and then
pssumed command from Col. Arthur Sosa of
the U5, Army’s global Operntional Support
Airift Command that is ran by the Army
Ciniard.

All'or parts of those programs are included
in Gardner's diverse domain. The same is
true of the Mational Guard’s emerging mis-
sile defense missions, counter-drug opera-
tions, civil support teams, and its progmms
for youth,

There were other meetings that day — with
members of the Armmy Awdit Agency aboum
an upcoming sudil and with his boss, LL
Gen, Russell Davis, chief of the Matonal
Giuard Bureau, He also spent thal evening,
with his wile Jeanie, sttiending a social func-
tion #f Davis® Quarters One home on Fon
Mchair in Washington, D.C. But that's
another slory,

Kids and colonels, and the money thot focls
their progroms are among te mulbtade of
matters that have filled Gardner's working
hours since becoming director of the Joint
Staff and pssistant to the chief of the
Mationnl Guard Bureau in July 20040,

He ks responsible for admimistening -and
managing the NMational Guard Bureau's Joint
Staff st this pivotal tme when Davis &5 put-
ting increased emphasis on the staff and its
divisions.

At 49, Gardner iz a Senior Executive
aervice civilinn with the status, the perks and
the clout of a two-star general. Retired from
the Disirict of Columbia Air Mational Guard,
he grined experience as an enlisied ajirman
and officer in addition to his vast govem-
ment civilian experience,

He is the Guard bureaw's "purple” team
beader, That team consists of 19 distinct divi-
sions which support the "green suit” and
"blue suil” Army and Air Guard directornies.

Hence the color purple that is associnied
with the military and civilian stafl that sup-
ports this country’s 450,000 citizen-soldicers
and sirmen as an equal partner in the corpo-
rate scheme of things.

"This is the best of both worlds” said
Gardner of his dusl role as a civilian execu-
tive and military manager. "I gel to work
with adjutants general on state issues and
with prople waiching over our federal assets,
I get to help crafi policy decisions af the
highest bevels. You really get 1o see the full
spectrum of the Mational Guard from where
I work."”

The Joint Stall currenily consists of 390
people, 192 Ammy and Adr Guand officers and
colisted people on tours of active duty and
|98 civilinns, who are assigned 1o the divi-
sions supervised by 11 civilians and eight
military officers, All but a handful work at
Jefferson Plaza I, the Guard Bureau's home
office and a 15-minuie walk from the
Pentagon in Arlimgion.

Gardner alsp watches over all of the nearky
800 civilians who work throughout the
Mational Guard Bureay.

The Joint Siai¥ civilians who frequently
hold their jobs for 15 or 20 years provide sia-
bility and institutional knowledge, Gardner
explaiped. The military people who rotate in
and ot every three or four years bring fresh
perspectives from their stales and from other
divisions where they have served, he added.

"I think thai mix of experience mnd new
ideas is very imponant,” Gardner added.

All of them form the head and the heart of
the Mational Guard Burcan.

They form the Family Program and the
Youth Program staffs that look out for folks
on the home fromt. They make up the
Inspecior General, Equal Opportunity and
other suppon divistons that look out for the
workers’ best interests, They form the Office
of Policy and Liaison thot deals with
Congress. They provide legal advice and
opinions to Guard leaders across the country,

They make uwp the Puoblic Affairs,
International  Affairs and  Spors
Management divisions that put the National
Guard’s best foor forward st home and
ubroad. They stafl the National Missile
Defense, Counter-drug and Civil Support-
Weapons of Mass Destruction divisions
focused on keeping this country safe from
enemics both foreign ond domestic.

"The Joint Staff works with and suppors all
54 mates and teeritories a5 well as with the
Armiy and Air Guard directorates,” Gandner
said.

The staffs 2002 budget exceeds 3280 mil-
liom. It includes 5145 millien that Congress
has appropristed for counter-drug operations
and another 363 million that Congress has
designated for youth programs that are
intended to give ai-risk teenagers o fresh

Phalo by Mastar Sgl Bob Haskall, Mational Guard Bunsau

Christopher Gardner, director of the National Guard Burvau's Joint Staff,
deals with his dally plle of paperwark In his 12th-Roor office in Arlington, Va.

sart,

There are 50 active youth progmms across
the country and 34 international State
Fartnership Programs, all of which the Joint
Srafl oversees.

The comman deneminator is that members
of both Guard services will need the staff's
help at ome time or another, added Ann
Melntosh, the Joini Siaffs deputy direcior
gince 1996,

Although Army and Air Guard missions are
more frequently in the spotlight, the Jomt
Siafl has come into i own because of two
turms of events - Lt Gen, Rigsell Davis
being named chief of the Guard Bureau pear-
Iy four years ago and all that has happened
since Sepl. 11,

Even when Davis was vice chiel of the
Mationnl Guard Bureaw, be believed that
empowering the Joint Stafl would be crucial
for the Mationnl Guard o move in the same
direction a5 its sisler services. As chicl, he
pil his wisionary plan in action, Gandner
said.

"General Davis encrgized the Joinl Stafl,”
said Mclntosh, "He raised the bar, He
expected the Joint 5taff to perform at o high-
er level, Because of that we've become more
in tune with the processes of running o busi-
ness organization. | think it's great”

For example, afier spending his first vear
studying what the Joint Staff does and what
had to be changed, Gardner said he began
encouraging the division chiefs to better
explain and justify their fiscal requirements

and become more competitive with others
asking for the same money.

Fetting the stafl to become more fiscally
inclined became a high priority,” he said.
*Our programs are vital, and the staff works
very hard io make sure each and every pro-
gram remams viahle."

Davis began leaming the ways of the Joint
Staff as a eolone] in March 1980 when he
became the Guord Burean chief's executive
officer af the Pentagon. He served in that
capacity for nearly two wears, He worked
closely with the Joind Stafl agam after
becoming vice chief in December 1995, He
knew what he wanied from that siaff when
he became chiel in August 1998,

"He has institutionalized the presence of the
Joint Staff," said John Spencer, the chiefs
senjor strtegic analyst, who holds a doctor-
ale in education.

The Sept. 11 emonst attacks solidified the
siaff with a new sense of purpose, Gardner
added.

“That clearly changed our immediate
focus,” said Gardner of his biggest challenge
us the Joint StafT director. "We had to detour
from the path we were on and make the
adjustmenis thai were needed to sapport the
wir on termmonsm by activating over 50,06
citisen-soldiers and airmen, so far, and fly
80,000 hours to support Noble Eagle and
Enduring Freedom opermtions.”

Despite the tragedy of September 11th,

See GARDNER On Page §
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Georgia Guard racks
up two more wins

ATLANTA = Two Georgia Air National
Guard units with members currently serving
on aetive duty for Operations Noble Eagle
nnd Enduring Freedom were awarded the Adr
Force Onststanding Unit Award.

The 116zh Bomb Wing located at Robins
Alr Force Base received the distinctive
award for itg eleventh time. 11 is the only umit
in the Air Force— active of reserves — éver to
receive this coveled award on éléven sepa-
rabe DOCAsiOns,

Joining the 116th Bomb Wing in winning
the AFOUA was the 117th Air Control
Squadron located in Savannah, Ga., which
won the awand on five occasions. Nineleen
Arr Force and Air Mational Guard onils
across ithe couniry were awarded the coveled
Air Force award,

"Campetition for the Air Force Outstanding
Linit Award is very keen among all Air Force
umits and selection as an AFOUA recipient
represent the unit being the: best of the best,"
said Brig. Gen. David A, Brubaker, deputy
director of the Air Mational Guard.

FROM PAGE 4

The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award rec-
ognizes o unit's overall excellence in every
phase of mission accomplishment as com-
pared to every unit in the Air Foroe,

The 116th Bomb Wing flics the supersonic
B-1 bomber, a miszsion that it has performed
since 1995 when the unit moved from
Dobbins Air Reserve Base near Atlants (o
Robins Air Force Base in Wamer Robins,
o In October 20032, the 1, 100-member unit
will be renamed the 116th Alr Control Wing
and will fly the Joint Surveillance Target
Attack Rodar System aircrafi. It is estimated
1o be the largest wing in the Air National
Gruard and the only Air Gunrd Wing flyving
the sophisticated madar mission.

Georgia’s 11Tth Air Control - Squadron
recenily deployed 1o Kuwail o overses
NATCYs Southern Mo-Fly Zone in [rag.
Currently, the 200-members of the 117th are
mobilized in support of Operation Moble
Eagle, or the nation's homeland defense mis-
Hio,

| aggieetiel
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The 116th Bomb Wing located at Robins Alr

Force Base recelved Alr Force

Outstanding Unit Award for its eleventh time. M Is the anly unit in the Air Force
- active or reserves - over fo receive this coveted award on eleven separate

occasions,

Gardner

MclIntosh said the focus has solidified the
Jaint Stall with a sense of purposs.

"Scplember 11 made us all aware of how
imporiant it was (o come together to support
the siates,” Mclntosh recalled, "It made us
remember what our real mission is - to sup-
port the citizen-soldicrs and airmen.”

After 14 months on the job, Christopher
Gardner was in the right place at the right
time during that fateful September 1o help
make that happen without being over-
whelmed by the Washingion's buresucratic
whirl.

You could say he was bom 1o the job, He

{Photo by Masior Sgi. Bob Hasked, National Guard Bureau)
Christopher Gardner, civilian director of the National Guard Bureau's Joint

Staff, honors the flag in the company of National Guard officers during a
change-of-command ceremony al Davison Army Airfield near Fort Belvalr,

Va.

grew up in Falls Church, in northen Virginia
pcross the Polomac from the nation's capital,
where big government is the accepted way
of fife. To him, it was like growing up in a
il towen,

"1 really didn't pay that much stlention, bul
I always knew the federal government was
there. 1 was mare interested in bicyeles and
baschall,” Gardner recalled. 1 sull have my
Washingion Sennfors pennant.”

Being surmounded by govermment officials
was no cause for excilement. A congressman
lived just beyond his family's backvard and
came over for barbecues. Joam Mondale,
wifie of Vice President Walter Mondale, used
in take pottery lessons ot the home of a fam-
ily friend when Gardner was in his 208, The
fact that Secrel Service agents were always
with her was no big deal, he shrupped.

Gardner began his federal service by joan-
ing the Air Force in 1971, less than a vear
afber graduating from Falls Church High
School. He served a tour in Southeast Asia
before joining the D.C. Air Guard in 1974,

He spent five years as o full-time military
technician before he hl;gm] 1;1|m'|:.i,|'|,3 the
givil-service ladder. He served with the ULS.
Army Mateniel Command, and be undertook
execulive development assignments with the
Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for
Research and Development and  the
Executive Office of the President, Office of
Federal Procurerent Policy,

Along the way he scquired a bachelor's
degree in business administration and & mas-
ter's of s degree in public administration,
and he and his wife had o daughter and a son.

Gardner spent seven years in Huntsville,
Ala, 85 depuly commander of the Arms
Materiel Command's Logistic Support
Activity al Redstone Arsenal before Davis
tapped him to direct the Joint Sl al the
National Guard Bureau, He has remained in
government gervice, Gandner explained,
beciuse he feels am obligation to the
Department of Defense and to the country
for his education and because "I find gov-
ernment service very rewarding.”

Mo, be i5 not surprised that his carcer has
led him back to the Beliway and to his job as
a senigr civilian with the National Guard
Buireau,

"When [ was a kid [ thought everyone had
access to the Smithsonian. We used 1o hitch-
hike inio the District o go sightseeing,”
Gardner said. "Later m life, I'm just a prod-
uct of where | grew up.”

—

# Did you know? §

DD civilian employees have responsi- |
bilitics and authority eqial to military
officers. Conversions are listed below,
G5 Mil
15 D6
14 No equivalent
13 05
12 4
1 03
9 02
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Tacos return from war a!IaIIISI terror

2nd Lt Bruee Hifl, Jr
Mew Mexice hatonal Guars

ALBUDQUERQUES, MM == The 15Mh
Fighter Wing's Security Forces Squadron
retumed from the Middle East last week,
after serving more than five months in the
WIr against terrorism.

Members of the 150th were met with open
anms and tears by loved ones in an emotion-
al homecoming, as they came down the
escalators of Albugquerque’s Sunport Airpon
o woek ago Thursday, Regaled with flags
and banners waving io the funes of patriotic
music performed by the Del Norte High
School band, the troops scemed pleasantly
surprised, but more importantly glad o be
home.

"It was a shock 1o see everyone when com-
ing down the escalator,” stated TSgt Ivan
Hererm, a 13-year veleran of the [50th
Security Forces Squadron,

According 1o SrA Moah Dunn, [50th
Security Forces member, "1 was hoppy to be
over there, bul am very happy to be home
mona”

TSgl Edward Martinegz, 150th SF5, stated
"The hardest pari was leaving them [wife
and two children), but refuming was excel-
lent and an indescribable feeling.”

Om October 9, numerous SFS personnel
were notified that their talents would be
required at an undisclosed location for what
was believed to have been for 90 days. But
the actunl length of the towr was nearly dou-
bled, The experience, however, didn't seem
i deflect their spirits,

"l didn't sign up to stay home,” stated
Duenn, who missed the birth of his first child
due 1o the deployment. " | signed up 1o do
my job and my job is o po profeci
Whenever they call again, I'm ready to go.”

The primary responsibility of secunty
fiorces s to provide seeurity nnd perform law
enforcement duties, from securing an nrea
and estnblishimg perimeters, to protecting the
military community, Though mission
specifics could not be discussed, the securi-
B forces slayed relatively well within their
job description.

Members of the 150th Fighter Wing’s Securily Forces Sguadron were special

The 150th Fighter Wing's Security Forces Squadron returned from the Middle East In March, after serving more than
ffve months in the war agalinst terrorism.,

“It's been o unique experience. Being in the
guard, you'd mever kiow anything like this
wirild happen. But it feels good being a pan
of something that's good,” stnted Hemrera.

Beyond perfosming matural dutbes towared a
deployment, there is the somew hat unmatural
duty of kaving to prepare the family with the
BCWH,

"1 ook my six year old on a long walk and
talked with him about what had happened 1o
our country,” stated Marfinez, "That helped
him understand why [ had o leave”

According to M5g! Lo Maortinez, it was
easier for her five year-old thes time anowmd,
"She's used to me being gone a lot (due 1o
deplovments). [ told her of the possibility of
me going once 911 happened. 5o she has
taken this deployment rather well.”

girests on a local radio show affer returning from the Middle East.

Fhodo by Znd LT Bruce Hl Jr

The 150th Security Forces Squadron antic-
ipates the possibility of having to deploy in
s litthe % o few davs. Until that day, many
will be at home spending quality time with

family and friends.

The 150th Fighicr Wing is currently sup-
porting operations around the world against
tErTCFiSL,

Family members sagerly walcomed the refurn of thelr loved ones after boing
deployed for more than ffve months.
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By Senlor Alrman Slephen Hudson
Florda Hasonal Guand

5T AUGUSTINE, Fla. - When Florida's
next wildfire season begins, the Florida
National Guard will be armed with a new
foal to combatl wildfires throaghout the
slale.

In fiscal Year 2003, both the Florida and
Oiregon Nathonal Guards will receive LH-
HOL Firchawk helicopters,

"Oinly the Oregon Motionsl Guard has
ane, Florida and Californin will receive
ane concurrently,” Maj, Pave Gereski, of
the Flonda National Guard Bureai's avia-
tion affice said

The aircrafl is scheduled 1o armive in
Florida sometime after October 2002, just
in time for the busy wildfire season that
normally runs from December 10 June,

The Firchawk is a modified version of
the Sikorsky UH-60 Blackhawk, currently
used by the Florida Mational Guard, The
new. addition will not replace the cight
other Biackhawks used by the Flonda

Oregon and Florida to get Firehawks

Mational Guard in fire fighting.

According to Li. Col. Jumes F, Mulvehill,
thie Florida Mational Guord's stale Army
aviation officer, the Firekawk will add 1o
Guard's capabilitics in fghting fires, but
will not-require new personnel. Existing
crews will be used.

"Additbonal training will be provided by
Sikorsky,” Mulvehill sabd, "The erews will
have o be tmined on the specifics of 1the
Fire Hawk. We will have o core team of
three or four crews. According o Flornda
Division of Forestry statistics, wildfires
peak during the months of May and June
in Flosida, Lighting strikes usually cause
the majority of those fires during this peri-
HI

"Last year the Blackhawk pilots in
Florida flew 1,600 hours fighting fires.
double their normal fiying hours of 300,
Mulvehill said.

The Firchawk retrieves water through a
snorkel and can hold 1,000 gallons in its
extemal tank. Foam can be mixed with the
water 1o make it more effective in fire sup-

pression operations. In addition, the Fire
Hawk can hold 220 more gallons than
Blackhowks equipped with backets  and
Fire Hawks can extract waler from water
supplics that bucket-equipped helicopiers
normally cannol use.

"We've been using the standard 'Bamby®
bucked sipce 1998." said Chief Werrant
Officer David Smith, a Blackhawk pilot
with the Florda Mational Guard, “This &8
not going to make the "Bambi' bucket
obsolete, there's still a place for i 10 be
used.”

According to Mulvehill, the fire fighting
additions can be removed and the aircraft
can become & "go-to-war” kelicopier.

"I think this new- addition will be a ben-
efit 1o nof only the Guard's federal miis-
sion, but to the state disaster relief”
Mulvehill said.

Maimenance crews are also planned (o
receive additional training. The Florida
Mational Guard Firchawk will be housed
ot the Army Aviation Support Facility in
HBrooksville, Fla.

The right tool
for the job

CAMP DEMALI Alaska — Ir's no secret that
the Alpska Mational Guard iz heawvily
imvalved when it comes to rescwe. Baoth the
Army and Air Guard combined My some 3K
missions a year o help their fellow
Adnskans, The Air Guoand's 210th Rescue
Squadron is a fully equipped combat search
and rescue unit, with gear designed to find
and rescue people.

"That's not always been the case with Army
Guard aviation,” explains the Alosks Army
Guard State Aviation Officer, Col. Mark
Suigar, "elthough we've done, and will con-
tinue to do, o ot of rescues, our helicopters
have been designed with troop movement as
the main mission."

Stigar says that recently that has changed,
and the Alaska Army Guard has received
mew equipment for ther LTH-60 Blackhawk
helicopters. “The State has provided us with
rescue hoists and infra-red pear o betler
effect rescues, and most recently our cape-
bilsty for mass rescue has increased.” he
gavg, referring fo & new item known ds the
"Helr-Basket.

*The Heli-Baskei 1= basically a lurge rec-
tangular baskel about 4.5-byv-B.5 feet, It is
built o handle very lange leads, and can hodd
12 people or more.” Stigar says this bright
ormnge wire box is designed for mass evacu-
ntions, where people need o be removed
from an area quickly. "If we had & passen-
ger plane go down in Cook Inlet, this would
e an excellent way (o take people out of the
wilder quickly.™

Although the though of dangling from a
helicopter sounds frightening, Stigar says
the Heli-Basket promises o be a smooth
ride,

"The manulacturer (Precision Lift, Inc.)
has a patent for the cable and the hamess
system  that's gusrnnieed nol o sway or
spin." He says this can be &n important part
to affecting o rescue, "When someone is in
peed of rescue, they're not in the best shape
anyway. The last thing they need is a rough,
terrifying ride.”

This new equipment, along with previeus
pddlitions, has given more capability to o
group of aviators already known for rescues,

"The Alnska Army Guard s getting three of
these baskets,” says Stga. "One will 313y in
Anchomge, the others will go to Junean and
Bethel. The Army Guard is already doing
rescye, this pives uws another tool to do that
muore affectively.”

"Wie med with Anchorage leaders recent]y-
to show what we now have, and discuss how
it can be used "he said.

Stign said be hopes the Army Guard and
ity leaders can cooperate in the future when
il comes to & rescue plan. "We've got the
dialogue started. We just went them 1o know
that we're another valuable resource that can
be wtilized if they need us.”
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The times have changed, but

By Staff Sgt. Heather Pratt
Califormia Alr Natonal Guard

FRESNO, Calif, - The idea of providing
homeland defense for West Coast is nothing
new for the men and women of the
California  Air National Guard’s 1441th
Fighter Wing. Since its inception, the unit
has been in the business of defending
California for almost 30 years now,

“Although the sctual mizssion & the same,
the intensity has drastically increased,” said
Col. Phil Skains, 144th commander. Priorto
September |1, 2001 the 144th Fighter Wing
provided about two aircraft to North
American Aerospace Defense Command. or
NORAD, but that number quadrupled after
September 11,

“CUine of the major changes {the command-
er in chief, or CING, for) NORAD has made
is in regards to the issue of response times,"
said Skains. "The CINC has set more appro-
printe, mnd much shorter, response times,
highlighting the value of a unit based in cen-
tral Califormnin.”

With Fretmo al the heart of Califomia’s cen-
tral valley, the unit is able to respond to any
entical infrastructure of migjor population
center, including Los Angeles ind the Bay
Area, in 3 minimal samount of time.

"That's what makes Fresno such a eritical
focation,” Skoins added.

Besides the pilots, the mission hasn'
changeid much for the mpintenance special-
ists who work on the sircrafl. They still had
to maintain aircrafl, repair avionics: comppo-
nents, work on engines and perform inspec-
hons on the airerafl, bot now the demands
have also dramatically increased.

The unit's use of both personnel and air-
craft far excoeded that of active-duty coun-
terparis, one [4dih unil member claimed.

"We're still providing air sovereignty for
the westemn United Staies and California
specifically,” said Lt .10 Lundholm, main-
lenance squadron commander for the 144th,
"The difference is that our primary focus,
and our asseis, are for the (homeland
defense) mission, not iraining.”

Lundholm said the unit's demanding truin-
ing regimen prior 0 Sept. 11 paid dividends.

"If ever you could see a direct result from
iraining, the response of the 144th Fighter
Wing was it,” added Lundholm. Six months
inte the terrorism fight, Fresno has main-
tnined the highest mission capable rate, in
sddition 10 providing the highest aircrafi
delivery rafe,

Omne of the changes noted is that the fre-
quency of schedubed and unscheduled main-
tenance has drastically increased, due large-
Iy to the incremsed flight durations for
Operation Moble Eagle missions. Typical
Moble Eagle Mying missions can last up to
four hours.
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Photo By: LL Cod J.T. Taggedt
Hawkins, an F-16C "Fighting Falcon” piliol,

ar Squadron, 144th Fighter Wing, California
i Base, located In Fresno, les a combat air
gr the Golden State Park. The 194th Fighter
ding homeland defense for Operalion

1an Jennifer Peters, an asrospace propul-

er

(Above) Senfor Afrman Tim Willlamson
marshails one of the vnit's F- 16 pilols
out to perform a combat air patrol over
the skies of California In support of
Operation Noble Eagle.

{Right) Tech. Sgi. Robert Martin, a crew
chief In the Aircraff Generation
Equadron services a ffre on one of the
144th Fighter Wing's alrcrafl tasked fo
NORAD in suppori of Operation Nobile

Eagle.

i maintenance workload, manpower has  community leaders and employers have been very supportive of
o rotational basis, mpintenance squadrons  oor unit and our misson.”

entire squadrons, bringing total personnel ¢ for the pilots, the mindset is the biggest chunge, acconding

150 for each squadron. to Maj. Sean Navin, an F-16 "Fighting Falcon” pilot and chief

ings that has come of this is that we have
sortunity to train our traditional guardsmen
2. snid Maj, Jim Mark, aircrafl generation
r, "You can't underestimate the power of

of training for the 19%4th Fighter Squadron.
"I was actually already at work when the first plane hit, | had
come in early to prep for a training mission,” Navin said, noting

things changed quickly for the pilots,
ly high operations tempo, Skains said the "The bigeest change for me is that every time-[ fly, there 13 a
art ihie umit, chance [ could be asked 1o shoot down a civilian airdiner. It's a
hecky here af the 144th," said Skaing, "Our  definite change in mindser.”




Sports

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bomes

ARLINGTOJN, Vo — Talk about going ont
in style.

Minnesota Army Mational Guard soldier
Karn Salmela, who has decided to retire from
the intermational bisthlon grind afier compet-
g in the last two Winter Olympics, has
becn mamed the United Siates Army's top
female athlete for 2001,

Salmela, 29, was the only member of the
reserve forces among the 10 top men and
women athletes selected by the five military
services, They were honored by the US.
Military Sports Association in Arlington,
Va., on March's fourth Friday evening.

“A ot of Army athletes worked just as hard
as [ did. To be selected as the best woman is
just amiazing,” said Salmela following “The
Pride of the Mation" awards banguet atiend-
ed by about 200 people.

Brig. Gen. Antonio Taguba, commanding
genenal of the U5, Army Community and
Family Support Center in nenrby Alexandsia,
presented the Ammy awards to Salmela and
active Army Staff Sgt Jason Parker, the
reigning world military air rifle champion
and member of the Army's marksmanship
unit at Fort Beaning, Ga.

John Urmston, a retired Marine Comps
Reserve colonel and the association's presi-
dent, praised all of the 2001 winners for
serving their country as military athletes who
are ready af 8 moment's notice 1o join in the
War against terrorism and go into harm's
way.

*That is what makes them special in the
world of athletics,” Urmston said,

Salmeln eamed her award after finishing
second in the women's binthlon, which com-
bines the disciplines of cross-country skiing
and rifle marksmanship, during the 200]
World Military Championships lnst March in
Vermont,

Eight years of intense training and six vears
on the World Cup circuit, however, is
enough, said Salmela who camed berths on
the LIS, Olympic biathlon feams for the
1998 Winter Games in Nagano, Jopan, and
fr the recent 2002 Games in Utnhe

She will not hang up her skis and rifle for
good, she indicated, because her husband,
Cory, coaches the US. junior national team
for the U.S. Biathlon Associntion, and
because she will probably still compete in
military events,

“Kaora has worked with the junior team for
the last couple of years. She's really an inspi-
rtion 10 our younger bisthietes,” explained
Cory.

I will keep on training, but not with the
intensity that I trained for the Olympics,”
said Kara.

Minnesota Army National Guard Spc. Kara Salmela and her husband Co
Antonie Taguba in Arlington, Va. recently. Taguba presented Salmela

of the year.

She is an administrative specialist in
Headquarters and Headguariers Company of
the st Battalion, 94th Armor, part of the of
the 34th Infantry Division, in Duluth where
she and her hushand live beside the western
tip of Lake Superiorn

Salmela is a former Army world class ath-
lete who was the only biathlete among the
elite group that visited the Washington, D.C,,
area during the March weekend. It was the
1%th year that the sssociation has honored
this country's premier military athletes.

Other winners were: Navy LL jp Katie
Sheldon, wvolleyball, ond Ensign Eric
Uptagraflt, rifle shooting; Marine 2nd Lt
Maolly Jo Salness, Mavy pentathlon, and
Lance Cpl. Jelani Nix, basketball; Air Force
2nd Lt Summer Deston, volleyball, and
Safl Sgt. Steven Woods, Greco-Roman
wrestling; and Coast Guard Petty Officer
Znd Class Mary Springer, shotokan karate,

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Heskell, Katicnal Guand Buresu

and Petty Officer 15t Class Sean Coleman,
cycling.

Parker and Uptagraft are also former
Olympians, Sheldon, Uptagraffi, Salness and
Deaton graduated from the U.S. Naval and
Air Force acaderies. Woods is currently the
fourth-ranked Greco-Roman wrestler in the
COUTry.

Armmy MNattonal Guard Col.  Willie
Davenport, o former five-time Olympian
who won gold and bronze medals in the high
hurdles, was also present. He is the chief of
the National Guard Bureau's Sports
Management Division.

"There is a Willic Davenport among these
young athletes,” is how that Olympic hero
was infroduced to the gathering,

Salmela said she leamed of her selection in
February while she was competing in the
Salt Lake City Winter Games.

"I didn't have time o process it because |

ry (left) share some time with Army Brig. Gen.
with her medal as the U.S. Army’s female athlete

was 50 busy,” she related. "It didnl really
sink in until T got here.”

It was yet another honor for National Guard
athletes during this rewarding Olympic year,

Ay Guard soldier Jill Bakken firom Uah
won a godd medal in women's bobsledding,
and citizen-soldiers Mike Kohn from
Virginia and Dan Steele from Oregon eamed
bronze medals in men's bobsledding,

Sergeant Kristina Sabasteanski from
Vermont, one of Salmels's binthlon team-
mates, helped carry the American flag recov-
ered from ground zero at the World Trade
Center into the Olympic Stadium during the
Opening Ceremony.

They will be in the limelight at least one
more time when all of the U5, Olympians
will come 1o Washington to meet President
Gearge W, Bush and when the Department
of Defense will pay tribute 1o the mbletes.
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LB G U Turning things around ...

On Guard staff report

BISHKEK, Kyrgvzstan — A West
Virginia Air Mational Guard general was
recently selected to command a coalition
unit dedicated to fighting the war on 1er-
OIS,

Brigadier Gen. Wayne Lloyd, command-
er of the West Virginia Air National
Cluard, was selected 1o command the
176th Air Expeditionary Wing at a
deployment  site  near  Bishkek,
K yryastan,

The 376tk Air Expeditionary 'Wing is o
coalition wing presently made up of more
than 1,500 members from the United
States, Republic of
Kores, Denmark,
France, Australi,
Spain, MNetherlands
and Norway.
Members of the
wing reside in a
feni city, which can
feed and support

ahout 2,500 people,

oy but may be expand-

ed to accommodate more troops us the
missHon expands.

The wing is flying fighter, tanker and air-
lift operations into Afghanistan using
Mirage 2000s and C-1355 from Fmnce,
and C-130s from Spain, Denmark and the
Metherlands, Future missions include the
arrival of U.8. FA-18 Homets in April o
support the fight against lerrorism.

Lloyd said even though the commander
has changed, the mission remains the
ume,

*I'm wery excited to be here, and we are
going to continue with our primary goal:
contribule in @ significant way (o
Operation Enduring Freedom,” said the
command pilet, who has logged more
than 14,000-flight hours.

A key part of accomplishing the mission
hinges on each member of the force, said
Lloyd.

=W cannot win this fight without the
men and women from all the coalition
countries, Whether it's loading the bombs,
cooking the food or lying the aircraft,
gveryone contributes 0 Mission success.

"I'm very impressed by what these sol-
diers and nirmen have accomplished in
such o short amount of tme during
extreme winter weather. Their profession-
alism, dedication to the job and attitudes
are inspirationnl. I'm going o do my best
to maintain the same level of mombe and
dedication to sccomplish our missaon.”

Frir '|':|':.'-:i' |-' L= Flefidn M el DiaisiF
A graduate of the Florida National Guard's "Operation About Face pro-
gram gives a “thumbs up” during ihae program's ecent graduation cere-

monies at the Fort Homer Hesterfy Armory in Tampa, Fla,

By Spc. Thomas Kielbasa The pecsram b condoied vearo
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The Norwegian
connection

By Sgt. Clinton Wood
Mreescta Ay Mabonal Goand

CAMP RIPLEY, Minn,, - Minnesota
Army MNational Guard Maj. John
Sylvester of Little Falls undertook a task
from Feb. 22 until March & which he
described as one of his best in his 20
years of service,

He was the officer in charge of the 29th-
annual U.S. Norwegizn Troop Reciprocal
Exchange from Feb, 22 until March & o
the camp. A similar number of Minnesata
Gunrd members train at Camp Torpomen,
Worway, The tmining involves primarily
winber operations in both nations.

*{The exchange) has just been neat”
Sylvester said as he stood watching and
cheering on one of the three plaloons as
they competed in the shooting part of the
biathlon on Feb, 27. "It's béén an expen-
ence I'll never forger™

Sylvester hegan this expenence by (y-
ing over to Norway on the Minnesota Adr
National Guard's 133rd Airlift Wing's C-
130 transport planes with the Minneseta
Guardmeinbers on Feb. 5. He flew back
to the camp with the Norway contingent
numbering more than 100. Most of the
group were members in the Norwegian
Home Guoard Youth Program. These sol-
diere range from oges 17 to 19 and have
attended their basic skills irmining. They
must be |8 to participate in this exchange.

Sylvester said the youth asked him how
much snow the camp has and how cold it
was a1 the camp during the flight. The
winter training would include a biathlon.
night skiing and even staying overnight in
Cruarnd fents,

John Haugsdal, one of the youth, said it
was warmer than he expected when he
'all i':dr

He =aid the snowfall was a little more
ihan he had at his home in Norway when
he left.

Another youth, Lena Brendstuen, was
surprised of the lack of snowfall upon
arrival,

" thought that it would be one meter or
somcthing like that” she said with n
lnugh as she placed her right hand up with
her palm facing down to her waist..

Sylvester admitted that when he first
learned he would be organizing the
exchange, he wasn't that excited. He was
very busy with his family especially with
his two sons and daughter playing hock-
EY.

"I'm actually not looking forward to
them leaving now,” he said,

e —————
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Deployment
provides
real-world
experience

Photo and story by Pfe. Greg Heath
ith Public ABais Detacherand

CAMP DOHA, Euwail — When National
Ciunrd soldiers who are accustomed 1o week-
end training receive the call 1o mobilize,
prepartion can be 8 dounting task,

This mission could have been especially
difficult for Task Force 211th Aviation, the
Mational Guard aftack helicopter battalion
stationed ot Camp Doha; their soldiers come
fram three states. But according 1o Sgt. Maj
James Baker, Task Force 211 command ser-
geant major, despite the inherent husdles,
only one phrase applies (o their deployment
experience from siart o fnish: "mission
accomplished.”

The soldiers of the aviation task force ane
comprised of clements from the 151 Battalion
211th Aviation L'ah Army National Guard,
Company A, 151 Battalion , 14Tth Aviakion
Wisconsin Army Natonal Guard: and
Company B 1=t Battalion 14Tth Aviaton,
Indizna Army Mational Guard,

Almost every position in the approximately
150 person task force was filled by o volun-
teer,
The Mational Guardsmen come from all
wilks of life. In their civilian careers, they
arg nurses, firemen, police officers, and busi-
nessmen. Some, like Staff Sgt. Joe Stransky,
are government employees in Utah who
maintain the Apache helicopters full-time.
Others like Jay Anderson were full-time stu-
dents. When they received the word, all put
their lives on hold to answer their call to
duty.

For many it was their first deployment and
they welcomed the challenge.

"We wanted to get an idea of what it's like
for the full-timers," said Matthew Reid. "We
wiiled 1o tike the skills we've learned over
the years in the Mational Guard and see if we
could fullfill the Mull-time mission.”

The last four aviation task forces have also
been drawn from the National Guard,

This task force is composed of cight Apache
and four Blackhawk helicopters.

"In time of war their primary role i to
defend Kuwait by fighting as 0 member of
the combined-arms team and defeat encmy
armor vehicles with hellfire missiles, 2.75-
inch rockets and 30mm cannons,” said Lt
Col, Man Clark, Task Force 211 commander.
"With our eight Apaches, we're extremely
lzthal. They can be anywhere on the batle-

field in a maner of minuies.”
They can also create havoe by pressing

deep inlo enemy temilory ahend of friendly
troops to aftack artillery and mir defemse
assets, acconding 1o Clark.

\
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A Task Force 211 mechanic checks the inner-workings of a helicapter to ensure everything is in tip-top shape.

Oiperation Desert Storm helped illustrote
the importance of Army air power, according
to Clark, When the war kicked off, it was an
Apache baitalion that flew into Irag and took
out thelr enrly-waming mdar systems.

Since assuming the aviation task force role,
they've flown 100 percent of their allodted
flight hours, the only Apache aircraft unit 1o
do that in a six-month Kuwait deployment,
Clark said.

In their current mode, they spend most of
their time training and maintaining the
Apaches and Blackhuwks in case they are
ever needed.

Many factors have aitributed to thedr suc-
CEsE.

For every hour flown there s intensive
mnintenance for the aircrafl, said Baker,

On average, the National Guand soldiers are
g little older than what you'll find on the
nctive duty side, he added.

A lot of the soldiers were once active duty
mnd switched io the MNational Guard,

"Owr crews have quite o bit of experience,”
Baker said. "Some of our crew chiefs and
mechanics served in Vielnam working on old
Huey and Cobra helicopters.”

The Mational Guard soldiers received notice
a year ahead of time from Army Forces
Command 10 get ready for o Kuwail deploy-

. O Grvann
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ment. Normally, a monih prior to deploy-
ment, the Guard unbl would mobilize to an
active Army post.

This task force received an unprecedentod
opportunity  from  Forces  Command
(FORSCOM) 1o be the first National Guard
aviation task force mobilizing and deploying
from home station.

"Home station mobilization enabled us 1o
provide more troining,® said Clark.
"Mormally we go through a 30-day process
at the mobilization station, We were able o
use that time for training instead of losing a
month and & half”

The task force was also granted permission
by Third U.S. Army to split the six-moath
rotation. That allowed soldiers to deploy for
only three months, depending on their indi-
vidual circumstances ai home,

Diespite being given an option of serving
less time in the Kuwaiti desert, 75 percent of
the soldiers volunteered to stay the entire six
manths,

In sddition 1o the military suppert, the sol-
diers received an cutpouring of suppornt from
their local communities.

“We've gotten quite a bit of fan mail,” said
Stransky. "1 have received more than o dozen
personally eddressed letters from school

kids, It's renlly mice 1o know that there are
penple out there who care about vou and care
aboait whatl your deing.™

Reid also has more support, especially in
the wake of the September 11th attacks.

"My brother senl me e-mails saying he did-
n't really realize how much we do for the
country until something happens,” Reid said,
"My brother told me he was really proud of
me."

At their activation ceremony in July, the
local Weterans of Foreign Wars chapter gave
the soldiers phone cards, Local media also
covened a lol of their training events prior to
deployment.

Soon most of the soldiers will be going
home with valuable experience from this
overseas deployment.

"The best thing I'll take back is the stronger
bond we've built &5 a unit,” Reid said,

"When something like this comes anound,
the experience is invaluable,” Siransky
agreed. "We always hear that the people
doubt the Mational Guard's ability to suc-
cessfully complete the mission with the min-
imum time we put in. But it's nice to see we
can come out and prove to ourselves and
everyone ¢lse that we can do it as good as
anybody.”
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Vice President Cheney visits Arkansas guardsmen in Egypt

Tst Class Eric Wedeking
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SINAL Egypt — Citizen-soldiers with the
Arkansas Army National Guard's 2nd
Battalion, 153rd Infantry "Gunslingers”,
35th Separaie Infantry Brigade continue
making history on the Sinni peninsula as the
first all-Army MNational Guard Multinatianal
Force Oberservers afler they were activated
less than one month following the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks,

More than 500 infantirymen from Arkansas
deployed to Egypt o participate in the 20.
vear-obld peacekeeping mission following
the Camp David Peace Accord between
Israel and Egypt. Severnl years ago, o mixed
Natonal Guard, Army Reserve and aciive-
duty unit performed peacekecping dutics for
this first time there,

Before the Razorback troops left from their
mobilization stetion in October from Fort
Carson, Colo., for the desert bordering the
Red Sea, the unit's commander said he
expected his unit to create o hallmark for the
entire Mational Guard before they were are
slated to return home in July.

“To be the first pure MNational Guard unit
selected for this prestigious mission &5 a
compliment not only fo the soldiers stand-
ing before vou, bul 1o the eplire Army
Ciuard, which mainfains a fevel of readiness
consistent with the highest standards of the
regular Army — prepared and ready o exe-
cule amy mission, anywhere, anytime,.” said
Lt Col. Steve Womack, batinlion cam-
e all uard task force relieved

@ all-Army G : force relieved  The Gunslingers were recognized for

clements of the regular Ammy's 10th ooy contributions after rmm "Hr;.'r
Mouniain Division, which saw action in y
Al'gl'tm'llslmn and is sloied to be I'I:‘Iil:"'ll'td in “:"' F!I“HIM' ﬂ'l'ﬂl' m.ﬂd Si-l:-'m'hr]r af
Oregon Army National Guard. web sife at www.gunsiinger.Info to keep fam-

Arknnsas and the unit also posted a web  Wes further informed of engoing events and
site at www, gunslinger.info to keep families
further informed.
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Texans
guarding

freedom:

Guard forces
biend into active
component

By Mastor Sgt. Bab Haskell
M| Gusard Burnay

SAN ANTONID — Mario Cervantes knows
all about ugly. It's an infant with two bullet
wounds, an intocent victim of a drive-by
shooting.

That is a tragic, ugly part of the world of
cxperience 25 & civilisn police officer tha
Cervantes, 35, brings to his full-time job
these days as part of the beefed up security
force determined to keep Lackland Air Force
Base safe and secure dunng the war against
terrorism,

Cervantes is a technical sergeant in the
Texas Air National Guard's 14%th Security
Forces Squadron, part of the same-numbered
fighter wing that is based at Lackland west of
the Alamo and downtown San Antonio,

He has worked for the Bexar County
Sheriff's Office for the past 13 vears, about
the same length of time he has been in Texas
Aar Guard, He was promoted from patrolman
o detective m Apnl 2001, less than six
months before he reported for active duty in
his camouflage uniform and distinctive dark-
hilue benst,

Cervantes 15, in effect, a big-city policeman
because Bexar County, which includes San
Amtonio, home to more than 1.4 million peo-
ple. It 15 the fourth most heavily populated
couenty in Texas and mnked 24th most heav-
ily populated in the entire nation,

His civilian experience is serving him well
as a military policeman ancd area supervisor
because Ceorvantes' unit is supporting the
active Air Force's 3Tth Security Forces
Squadron. Lackland, the Air Force's sprawl-
ing basic training base, is their beal. So s
formser-Eelly Adr Force Base, where military
facilities are sl located.

Cervantes is an example of what Maj,
David Plak, the 37th's commander, calls a
"culture change," part of the "new normal® in
this country’s military forces brought on by
the Sepl 11 terronist attacks.

The 14%h Squadron's 60 or so Guard mem-
bers have been so completely integmated into
the active duty unit that it is virtually impos-
sible to tell who is active and who is Guarnd
as the security force people are deploved to
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Quiar and other places to patrol Mlight lines,
perimeter fences, and guard gates.

Cunrd and Reserve units used 1o join forces
with their active-duty counterparts for mis-
sions overseas, and everybody would go
their separate ways when they came home,
Piak pointed out. That's how it worked in
Southwest Asia during the Persian Gulf W
more than decade ago.

It is now business as usual on the home
front, Piak said, and ir's likely to stay that
way for a long lime.

“This is not a temporary thing,” predicted
Ptak, who has counted on the Guard unit and
mdividual members of the Air Force Reserve
to incrense his squadron by more than 100
miemiers — i myore than 500 in all.

Here's what that the 149th, whose motio is
"Texans Defending Freedom,” has brought
to the table.

Major Scott Parker, the Ajr Guard
squadron’s commander, is 0 special agent
with the federal Defense Criminal
Investigative Service in San Amtonie. He is
serving a3 the 37th's deputy commander

senlor Airman Linds Johnson, a former Adr
Force dog handler, and her drup-sniffing dog

Phota by Masisr Sgt. Bob Hasked, Kational Guard Bureau

Who Is the Air National Guard security forces sergeant and who is the Alr Force sergeant? Hard to tell, isn't it?
Technical Sgt. Marlo Cervantes (left) belongs to the Texas Air Guard's 145th Security Forces Squadron and
Staff Sgt. Michael Phillips belongs to the active-duty Air Force's 37th Security Forces Squadron. They are serv-
ing together at Lackfand Alr Force Base in Texas.

named Gizmo have been sent to El Paso 1o
work with U8, Customs officials along the
Texan-Mexican border for 60 days. Five
other trained handlers in the 37th, mean-
while, are still waiting to get dogs, Piak said.

And a 149th master sergeant was the squad
leader for & recent deployment to Saudi
Arabin that included members of the nctive,
Gurrd and Heserve elements, Parker added.

“If you're qualified, you get to do the job,”
sabd Parker, "Il you're not gqualified, you
don't. It's that simple.”

Most of his people anc certainly qualified,
he maintained. They have years of civilian
and military police and cormections experi-
ence that many more considerably younger
members of the active-duty Air Force securi-
iy force do not possess.

“There is no way you can know everything
that people like Sgi. Cervantes know unless
you have done what they have dome,” said
one young airman, who has been in the Air
Force for less than three years. "You cmn't
help but learn from them while you work
with them "

Cervanies saw an irondc humor in the situa-
G,

"They call us the old guvs,' * laughed
Cervantes, who stll looks considerably
vounger than his 35 yvears, The five stripes on
his slecves, however, make it clear be's been
around for awhile.

Gmrmison duty is like being o police officer
in & city, except that the military citizens wre
more inclined fo respect a military police
persan's suthority, Cervantes said. To do oth-
erwise will not help their military careers.

Diealing with traffic violations and intoxi-
cated drivers and responding 1o domestic
disputes are part of the job. So are threats of
suicides. Cervantes encountered one of those
during his first duty day ai Lackiand.

A young trainee, opparently overcome by
stress, made things pretty clear, Cervanies
recalied. "If you don't do something right
new, I'm going to take & pair of scissors 1o
my wrists. If that docsn't work, I'm going 1o
jump off the firc escape,” the young man
promised,

Cervantes knew how 1o keep the shaking
trainee calm before medical personnel took
him to the bage hospital. The scasoned Air
Guard sergeant knew whai to do 1w keep that
incident from becoming ugly.
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Panama:Looking back on a favorite Guard training site

By Sgt. 1sf Class Evic Wedaking
afisnsl Guaml Bomsau

PANAMA CITY, Panama — For more than
20 vears, National Guard men snd women
ventured to Panama from each and every
1.5, state and territory to the sthmian nation
where many military officials said was the
Mntional Guard's premier training site.

The Mational Guard's involvement in
Panama ended only three shont years ago
with the final implementation of the Panama
Canal Treaty on Dec, 31, 1994,

For many Guard troops, the U.S, military's
final departure from Panama signified an
emotional event after tens of thousands of
Mational Guard men and women deployed
there performing annual training in Penama.

Seores of Mational Guard citizen-soldiers
are still closely tied 10 Panama because they
started families in Panama. But Army
Wational Guard Lt Col. Clark Presnell, sen-
jor Mational Guard advisor at U5, Army-
South's headquarters on Fort Buchanan,
Puerto Rico, pointed to something clse that
will indelibly link the National Guard with
Panama - pride and professionalism.

"People could see the value of their work
and their labor during exercises here,”
Presncll noted. "They could see the smiling
kids and the happy people. It's a big deal for
us ot being able 1o get the good training that
we coatld get bese in Panamn.”

National Guard leaders predicied the
Mational Guard’s Panama legacy would be
just one chapter in a thick book that people
can mull over fior years o come.

"There can be the perception out there that
we're forever leaving the arca, but 1 don't
think that is true,” said Puerta Rico Armyy
Mationa] Guard Maj. Gen. (Ret) William
Mavas Jr., former Army Mational Gunrd
director and now a consuliant for the
Mational Guard Association of the United
States in Arlington, Va. Navas, who in 1983
was serving as a colonel in the Puerto Rico
Army National Guard's plans, operations and
training officer, was appointed to serve as the
Army Mational Guard's first-gver, all-Amy
Guard engineer task force commander in
Panama and deployed 1o the mgged Aruero
Peninsula, where they built a |5-mile-long
furm-to-market road, along with other infra-
structure,

Mavas' exercise came during the turbubent
times prior to Operation Just Cause in
Panama and while the disturbances raged in
Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala.

The Guard remained forward deployed in
Panama and kept deploying troops from the
United States and territories to exercises and
other training events throughout Central and
South America and the Canbbean.

"The exercises have been diverted quite fre-
quently over the years because there have
been a lot of natural disasters in the region,”
Mavas added.

-

Troop training, unit readiness, mobilization
exercises, "staying engaged in the theater,”
basic infrastructure improvement for the host
country, snd host-nation cooperation were
just a few measurable benefits, Navas added.

Besides the engineer and medical training in
Panama and elsewhere, a laundry list of other
Cuard military operations National Guard
troops deploying to Panama and througheut
the region over the years, including: military
police, infantry, logistical, aviation, supply
and maintenance units, public affairs, mili-
tary intelligence, signal, finance, ordnance
disposal, and administrative, not to mention
troops from dorens of other occupational
specialties,

Army Mational Guard Brig. Gen. Clyde

Vaughn, and the Theater Equipment And
Maintenance Site; where deploying Guard
and other U5, military umits, both active and
reserve, could count on o forward-projected
equipment, logistical and supply platform (o
suceessfully complete their missions from
1993 through 1999,

Vaughn reflecied on the last 15 years of
Coard presence in Panama,

*Since 1984, in terms of numbers of Army
Mational Guard soldiers deployed there have
been approximately 70000  soldiers
deployed to Panama in the last 15 years. All
states, territories and the District of
Columbia have semt soldiers,” Vaughn said.
"Come truly innovalive Programs wene
developed, including New Horizons exercis-

:

Army National Guard Maj. Gen. (ReL) William Navas Jr, then a colonel, con-
Wmlmmmmmﬂmmmﬂmmﬂsww

cise In 1983.

Vaughn, who was a long-time participant in
Central and South American Guard engineer
exerciscs, now serves at the Pentagon, called
Mavos' firsl engineer exercise "innovaiive™
because it shaped the future relationship of
the Mational Guard with the entire Active
Component for years o come.

"That firsi exercise and its commander,
then-Col. Billv Navas, were an the cutting
edge, and in my view, had a tremendous
impact on all that followed,” Vaughn said.

During inactivation ceremonies conducted
in lite 1999 for the Army Mational Guarnd's
Exercise Suppori Command snd Theater
Equipment And Maintenance Site in
Panama, then-U.S. Army South Maj. Gen.
Philipp Kensinger praised National Guard
citizen-goldiers, pointing to their hard work
and Guard's immeasurable influence over the

Wears,

*It is here that the National Guard soldicrs
have achieved their fincst hour,” Kensimger
sakd,

The Army Natsonal Guard was represented
by = command-and-control element,
Exercise Support Command, headed by

es, the Theater Equipment And Maintenance
Site, the Public Affairs Theater Support
Element, the Field Medical Training Site and

Exercise Support Command.”

Vaughn said the National Guard also made
history in Panama by being the first military
component to fully integrate into active-
Army operations. Vaughn also credited the
Ajr National Guard and their integration into
Southern Command air operations during the
first days of Volant Qak starting in 1977.

Later, the Air National Guard deployed
fighter aircraft to Howard Air Force Base as
part of a counter-drug patrod mission dubbed
*“Coronet Nighthawk."

After the first National Guand exercise, an

10,000 National Guard troops
deployed the following year to the Azuero
during "Blazing Trails-1985" where they
built almost 30 miles of road, and other sup-
porting infrastructure.

Later, the Blazing Trails constraction exer-
cises were dubbed in Spanish “Fuertes
Caminos”, or “Strong Roads®, and again
renamed "Muevos Horizontes®, or “New
Horizons™, when the exercises moved from

being less about road-building and more
school, medical clinic well construction.

In 1986, the National Guard tumed much of
their attention to Hondures where for sever-
al vears 1 massive road-building effort ook
place, along with the other reserve compo-
ments and active units.

In the years 1987 through 1989 prior o
Operation Just Cause, most Guard activities
were confined to Army Guard enginecr unils
rehabilitating existing base facilities along
the Panama Canal while Army Guard mili-
try police detachments  increasingly
deployed to Panama to shore up installation
seCirity.

During Operation Just Cause, a malitary
police platoon from Missouri and a Mobile
Public Affairs Detachment from Minnesota
were used during combal operations.
Following Just Cause, Viughn said both the
Army and Air National Guard both made
enormous contributions as part of a long-rumn-
ning rebuilding effort called “Promote
Liberty.”

The 19490s witnessed a resumpltion of large-
scale exercises throughout Panama and later
the eventual withdrawal of National Guard
troops with the approach of the final hand-
over of all U.S. military installations in
Panama.

Some of the mojor Panamn engineer and
medical exercises from 1991 through 1999,
included:
< 199] - Task Force 354 - commanded by
Vaughn - near Nombre de Dios in Colon
province
- 1992 - Task Force Badger based at
Santiago, Panama, and led by the Wisconsm
Mational Guard. The Theater Equipment And
Maintenance Site at Fort Kobbe established
- 1993 - Task Force Rushmore led by the
South Dakota Mational Guard deployed 1o
Chiriqui provinoe
- 1995 - Task Force Mule led by the Missouri
Mational Guard deployed to Cocle Province
+ 19 - Task Force Eurcka led by ihe
California National Guard deployed to Bocas
del Toro province with smaller excrcises the
Drarien jungle and Azuero Peninsula
- 1997 through 1999 - Varous Overscas
Deployment for Training exercises saw
numerous small-scale exercise ongoing
throughout Panama

Typical of the enlisied citizen-soldiers who
ventured to the isthmion nation for the first
time, Master Sgt. Carl Legore spoke for
many troops when he said he was repeatedly
drawn to Panxma by the surreal beauty of the
tropics and by the promise of frst-class mil-
itary training.

“You just don't get the kind of training we
did in Panama. We worked our butts off
down there and put the whole thing together
from nothing but just a bot of blood, sweal
and tears,™ said Legore,
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29th ID completes Bosnia tour

By Spe. Casondra Brewster
L Bedvoir Public Afiais

FT. BELVOIR. Va. = A windy, but warm
iday greeted soldiers retuming home from
ther time with Task Force Eagle in Bosnia,
After spending the winter away from home,
it was a welcomed change of pace for the
members of the Headquariers and
Headquariers Company, 29%h Infantry
Division (Light), which is headquartered
here.

Approximately 45 soldicrs = the “last batch”
a5 some dubbed themselves = retumed here
Tuesday, finishing up a re-deployment
process that took aboul six weeks 10 com-
plete, according 1o the unit’s Public Affairs
Oficer Maj. Ed Larkin.

All 120 zoldiers for the Virginia Mational
Chuard unit retumned safely, a positive foot-
note for the end of their mission, Larkin said.

“It definitely feels different 1o be home,” he
said, “After nearly seven months living in a
very confined arca and camying a weapon
everyday, it feels a little weird. Despite that,
obviously, everyone's happy to be home,”

Sgi. Sharifah Masten echoed Larkin's senti-
menis. She said along with the long scpara-
tion from home, the hardest thing 1o deal
with was having litike privacy.

“¥ou just always felt like you didn't have
enough space,” she said. “There were always
other people around. | really missed my
alone time.” She added tho one of the first
things she plans to do now that she's home is
take a tub bath.

“It's amazing that you could miss something
so simple like a long soak in a tub,” she said,

With their battle<cnitle gear removed, a
reverse nosizlgia remained for some.

"l feel naked withowt camying my M-9
around my neck all day long,"” Larkin ndded,
pulling at his umiform top, as if looking for
something that wos lost.

Family members waited anxiously as sol-

[

diers off-loaded rucksacks and duffel bags
and reported to final formations before being
released back to their civilian lives.

“I'm just ecstatic,” said Paula Golladay,
wife of Master Sgi, Robert Golladay. “T cried
all night. I've waited for this moment for a
long time.” The Golladays live in Falls
Church, Va.. The rest of the family was waii-
ng with bated breath for Golladay's retumn,
i,

"There's sevien cats al home who are anx-
ious for his retum, too,” Golloday said with a
nervous laugh. She explained that his time in
Bosnin was like a long day a1 work for her
hughand, who works as an Arlington police
officer when not sctivated with his National
Ciserd wemit.

“Every day | wail for him to come home,”™
she said. “When | hear the vest come off,
then, | know he's safe. When he was over in
Bosnia, all 1 did was wait for e-mail. And
pray that | would never hear a knock ot the
door.”

But Golladay did get one phone call while
her husband was in Bosnia, He had only been
in country two days when lemorists atiacked
Americn in Seplember.

“He called right away,” said Golladay,
whose work as o sign linguage interpreter
takes her frequently to the Pemtagon. “He
knew 1 could have been there — inside the
Pentagon — that day. [ did end up working
the Pentagon hotline following the atisck.™

“Everything changed for us there afler nine-
eleven,” said Larkin, a  resident of
Woodbndge, Va. "We also performed a
counterierrorism mission while we were
there, We were very much on the forefront of
severnl counterterrorism actions that provid-
ed information not only to kept us safe ns
peacckecpers, bul probably helped the US.
locate individuals that would want to harm
the Uinited States Army.”

Master Sgt. Jon Guitman explained that
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Photos by Catherine Phillips, FL Baebwoir Public Afair

1st Lt Philip Griffin is reunited with his daughter, Emily, 2, and his wife Megan.

there were m few groups who were fanatical
followers of (sama Bin Laden who were
using Bosnin ns a pit-stop.

“They were unning around i & region that
i5 synonymous with infrigoe,” he said.
“Many of them were just en route fo some-
where else.” Guttman worked as the unit’s
historian while deployed with Task Force
Eagle; however, his primary mission occupa-
tional specialty is nuclear, biochemical
defense (S4B).

“You have 1o understand, as we do now,”
Larkin saud, “Bosnia has very porous bor-
ders.”

Crutiman, who's originally from Mew York
bui now lives in Leesburg, Vi, said one of
the first things be plans o do is visit his fam-
ily in Mew York. He was at grenade practice
ol Fort Dix, M.J., when they got the word
ihout the terrorist atiacks,

“While I"m home, I"'m sure I'll visit the
Woeld Trade Center site,”™ he said. “As a for-
mer Mew Yorker myself, it hit me pretty
hard."

Capl. Michagl Peterson, the division®s pro-
tocol officer, said there was a surge of patri-
otic feelings for the deployed soldiers fol-
lowing the attack on America,

“It really hit home,™ be said. “It made you
renlize that even if “the big war' is over,
there's still going to be needs for the Army.
And the foct that we were on active duty and
serving our country ... it made you proud 1o
be a soldies.”

Fecling “different™ about being home was-
n't the only thing some soldiers were experi-
encing. Some soldiers commented about
how things in the National Capital Region

Master Sgt. Bob Golladay gives his
wife & big kiss helloUpon his return
from Bosnia

looked different, oo,

“Lthink I'm going to have some adapting 1o
do,” Gurtman said. “Things changed quite n
it here, as well, | wonder if | might"ve been
safer out there than I'll be here. As led
into Belvoir's-gates; 185id. "Hey, this looks
[nmilinr,” The way they have force protection
measunes set up bere is similar 1o how we
had things set up on Eagle Base.”

Conducting their mission and perfiecting
their sobdier skills were not the only things
the soldiers came home with Tuesday, Many
said they have o new understanding for the
region's history and its people.

“The most interesting thing was seeing the
culiure of the people of Bosnia,” Pelerson
said. “And geiling o s2e an Eastern
European country that was under the rle of
communism for so long and had little contact
with Americans from between Workd War 11
and [FOR (Implementation Force) It was
great 1o see bow they've developed since
then and talking io the local people and real-
izing that they are mot that much different
from us.”

Masien said she brought home a lesson she
wishes other LIS, citizens could share.

*The local nationals [Bosnians] take a lot of
pride in the progress they've made,” she
said, “Waiching them [ [eamed that we as
Americans take o lot for granted, We don't
realize all that we have. We could really
leam from them - to be more grateful and
appreciate what we have,”

“It was extremely productive time spent
there, We consolidated or closed abow 30
weapons' storage sites while we were there,
There was a very nice increase - éven though
it was the winler months — in the retum of
dizplaced persons.”™

“The 29th served prowudly,” Larkin said,
"We're very happy with the resulis of our
cffonts. | really do believe we made Bosnia a
litthe mre safer and socure.™




