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Heroes Anthrax
Guardsmen save Civil Support
man's life at airport. Team responds
during crisis.

o

HOMELAND DEFENSE

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Natonal Guard Bureau

PARK CITY, UTAH — A soft-spoken Army
Mational Guoard soldier was hailed a5 this
country's newest military hero — o beroine
— the day after driving her two-woman bob-
shed o a XIX Winter (Mympica gold meda)
in her hometown of Park City, Utah,

Specialist Jill Bakken, 35, of the Utah
Ammy Guard and a3 member of ihe U5,
Army’s World Class Athlele Program drove
hergell and cvilion brakeman Vopetia

Flowers from Alabama inio the pages of

Olvmpie history by winning the first
women's bobaled competition ever featured
in the Olyeapic Games.

The unberalded dua's two-run fotal time
their bobaled, USA-2, of | minule, 3776
socomds ot the Leah Olympic Park easily
beat the two German teams that walked
away with the
silver and
bromneze
midals.

"Specialist
Bakken is an
Dlympic
Inspiralion o
the etalire
X Natiomal
i

and b our
entire country,” said LL Gen, Russell Davis,
chief of the Mational Guard Bureaw. "That =

especially true ot this time when so many of

our military people are engaged in the seri-

ous business of the war agningl fermorism al
hixme and abroad.

*%he has set a hgh standard fndeed for all
members of the Mational Guard and for all
Americans who serve therr country in unl-
form,” pdded Davis in n congratulatory
statement (o Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, Ulah's
adjutant genaml,

The better-known American team of drive
er Jean Racine and brakeman Gea Johnson,
in USA |, finished fifth. Johnson was hob-
bled by an injured lefi hamstring and could
not puash the sled as hard or a3 fast gs she
needed to for her team 1o gain Olympi hon-
Lirs,

"We were the other team.” said Flowers.

"It's an amazing fecling. We had a bod of
fiun today,” saad Bakken afterwands, "There
wis n lol of tough competition, so we dell-
pitely had our work cut out for us. The
Crermians are tough feans to beat,

1 just kmew thad | had to pat in two salid,
clean runs,” added Bakken who has come
back from her own significant injurics,
including back surgery and two knee opera-
tipns, within the past four years o become
an (lympic champion.

"l kemew we had to have a good slart, ind
I knew we were gomng to do really well on
that,” she said. “I was thinking about how [
needed 1o gel down the track clean”

It was a gobden momend for two olher
Army Guard soldiers, Bill Tavares from
New York and Tuify Latour from Yermom.
They are the coaches for both of the
women's ieams and members of the Army's

See GOLD on Page 4

gl by Patty Officer 18l Class Progton Keres, LS. Mawy
Spc. Jill Bakken (right) and teammate Vonetta Flowars begin their historic
run that would land the U.S. and the National Guard a Gold Madal in the 2002

Winter Qlympics in Salt Lake City.
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Solemn Anniversary ...

By Mastor Sgi. Bob Haskell
Yool Goard Baren

VIRGINLA BEACH, Va — A 30.00)-square-
foot memorial was dedicated March 3 in
Virginia Beach, Vi, in benor of 21 National
Guard members who died when their mir-
plane crashed into o central Georgin cotion
field one year ogo.

"They were men of cournge, judgment and
inkegrity. But most of ol they were men of
dedication.™ said Yirginia Gov. Mark Wamer
om the first anmiversary of the accident that
killed 18 members of ithe Virginia Air
Mational Guard and three aviators from the
Florida Army National Gaard.

"We honor them, and we thank their faumi-
lies for service to Virginia ond the naton,"
Virginia's new chiel executive told aboul
1,000 people whio sitended the solemn cene-
mony on o bluslery, rainy day that was a
stark reminder of the day the Guard mem-
bers died, It was Wamer's first public appear-
ance ns commander-in-chiefl of the Yirginia
Mathonal Guard,

The Yirginia Guard civil engineers belonged
to the 2003rd Red Horse Flight based at Camp
Pendleton i Virginia Beach whene the new
memorial had been under construction since
East September.

The Asr Guard members were being flown
back to Virginia nfier completing two weeks
of construction work at Florida®s Hurlbun
Field near Ford Walton Beach when the plane

£-23 crash victims remembered

left by
loved onas
nmear the

crash site
memarial
which is
dedicated
ta the men
who died in
& C=-23

“They were men of courage, judgment and integrity. But most of
all they were men of dedication. We honor them, and we thank
their families for service ro Virginia and the nation.”

— Virginia Gov. Mark Warner on the first anniversary of the accident
that killed 18 members of the Virginia Alr National Guard and three avi-
ators from the Florida Army National Guard.

crashed in heavy min near Unadilla, Ga
There were no survivors from the worst
peacetime aviation iragedy in the National
Cruard's history.

The memorial was designed by members of
the 203rd with help from seven other similar
mphd response engineer units from neross
the country, expluined Virginia MNational
Criard officials.

Twenty-two Brodford pear trees circle the
memaorial thal cost o reported 516006, The
Adr Force covered about three-quarters of
the expense. Members of the 203rd raised
much of the rest by sclling coins and dog
tags bearing the mames of the decensed
Guard members.

Plagues placed ai the base of 21 of those
trees honor each of the deceased Guand
members. The X2nd tree bears o plague hon-
oring the victims of the Sept. 11 lerrorist
attncks that occurred foor days before
ground wis broken for the memorial,

The memdorial tnkes the form of a reflection
garden and inclades the unil's mascol — a

life-size, reaning red horse. The memorial
also features & large bromee Minutcman stat-
we rising up from o clear pool in front of a
waterfall.

A second red horse kneels in front of & gran-
ite marker bearing the names of the 21
deceased Guard members. A walking path
meanders around the pear trees.

Dignitories attending the: dedication cere-
mony included retired Maj, Gen. Paul
Weaver, who was the dircctor of the Adr
MNational Guord when the airplane crashed,
and Maj, Gen. Claude Willinms, Virginia's
adjutant general.

A UL5. Air Force hopor guard and Heritage
of America Band from Langley Air Force
Base, ¥a._, also pamicipated.

Li Col, Thomas Tarlip, commander of the
203rd, reflected thar the memorial bonors
“pur own American patriols in o very special
way,” The Associnted Press reported.

"We will now feel their presence, and we
will always remember,” Terlip added,
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In the News
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Watoeal Guard Bussay

PARK CITY, UTAH = Two Army Mational
Guardsmen from Virginia and Ovegon, an
active Army soldicr and an officer in the
US. Army Reserve helped propel two
kamiknee-like civilian Bobsled drivers 1o
XIX Winter Olympic glory, four-man silver
and bronee medals, al Park City, Utah, in
February,

The Total Force foursome, in 8 lnndmark
day for Army athlctics, helped the Undted
States claim its first Olympic men's bobsled
medals gince 1956 - when a USA team
camed the bronze at Cortina, [taly - before
15,000 cowbell-clanking, partisan spectators
at the Utah Olympic Park.

Mike Kohn from Chantilly, Yo, and Dan
Steele from Eugene, Ore., became the Armyy
CGruard's bronze medal pusher and brakeman,
along with active Army pusher Doug Shamp
of Jeffersonville, Ind. They pushed, then
sl in the jet-hlsck UI5A-2 shed that five-
time Olympian Brian Shimer from Mapbes,
Fla., rocketed from fifth o third on the nexi-
to-last night of the Salt Lake City Games.

Kohn, 29, and Sharp, 32, ane members

of the LIS, Anmy's World Class Athleie

Progeam

"Formy-six. vears, and we just ended
it today with two medals.” said the
jubilant Kohn about ending the B8
United States’ long bobsled /0
drought with Shimer who
locked up the bronze on the
lagt run of his last
CHymgpica.

"There's no better
time o be an
Olympian and to
Fepresenil  your
country than
reght now,” Kohn
added. "Thizs has
been o phenom-
enal Olympics,
and this is the
perfect way to
end i~

Ay
Reservis
Canrreti Hines
from Atlanta,
(i, was the
bmkeman on
the bright red
LSA-1 gled thai
Toedd Hays
drove to the sil-
ver medal dur-
ing the four-
fAn evenl’s
second day

that abrups-

Iy turned from fair weather to foul between
the fimal two decisive nims,

That made Hines, 32, one of just thres
African American athletes 10 ever win &
Winter Dlymipics medal, ironically with just
five days kefl in African American History
Month. Civilian Randy Jopes from Winston-
Salem, M.C., was another African American
om the Hays 1eam.

The Crermany-2 team of Andre Lange won
the gold medal with a combined four-ran
time of 3 minutes, 7.51 seconds, LISA-I,
which led the field after the first two rans on
Frday, Fnished second in 3:07.821. The
Shimer leam charped from fifth place an
Friday 1o the hronxe medal on Saturday in
the combined lime of 3:07.86,

Shimer put ingether the second fastest com-
bined mums of 1:34:21. Only the winning
German team roared down the eight-tenths
mile track faster — in 1:34.16.

Most people can't blink in the five hun-
dredihs of a second that separaied the two
Amencan sleds which carmied the Ammny
component athletes to an unprecedented
aweep of the bobsled medals n these
Oilymipic Games,

Utah Army Gunrd sobdier Jill Bakken,
another Army world class athlete, set the
stage the previpus Tuesday by driving her
iwo-woman sled to p gold
miedal in the first Olympic
bobaled event for women.

Her brokeman, civilian

Vopeila Flowers from

Alabama, became the

first African American 1o

ever elnim o  Winler

Olympics medal before
Hines and Jones got the sil-
ver on Saturday and before
Bakken's boviriend, Dan
Stecle, got the broneze.

Dvverall, the five .-\.rm_l‘-'
COmpmend soldiers
y made up neardy half of

the L5, bobsled team’s 13
men and wimen competi-
tors, and all five get 1o
take home medals fol-
Inw:'ng ﬂl.l.nd.u.]," n:igl'ﬂ's
closmg ceremony,

Hines, a two-time
Clympinn, nearly won a

bronze with Hays n

the two-man evenl

earlier, but they fin-
ished fourth, .03
secomd  behingd
the Swigs.2
sliders,
The

f One wins big in Salt Lake City

Fhoio by Pedty Officer 151 Class Presion Keres, ULS, Mavy

USA-2 bobsled team members (from left) Spc. Dan Steele, driver Brian
Shimer, and Army World Class Athletes Spc. Mike Kohn and Spe. Dovg Sharp
show off thelr newly awarded bronze medal for the men's four-man bobsled
after a 2002 Winter Ofympic Games medal ceremony in Salt Lake City, Feb. 24,
2002. Steafe is an Oregon Army National Guard soldier, Kohn is in the Virginia
Army National Guard, and Sharp is in the U.5. Army.
iwo medals thai the soldiers helped claim  cation, was perhaps the hungriest of the four.
incrensed the United Siates’ toml 10 33 for  He was on Shimer's foirr-man team  Chat
these Games in which US. Olympic missed the bronze medal by 02 second in
Committee officials had originally set their  Nagano, He got his silver medal four years
caps for 20, The U.S. fMinished with 34, lsier on his middle daughter's birthday.
gﬁﬂﬂsj Ilﬂ mlfjﬂld ':’Edﬂr’- -_f]'rf losing 0 *This is something she will probably never

a ‘ settling for silver i Mmen's  forpeq, and neither will 1" be beamed.
hmk{_-}l_ . e

"The fact that all five of these soldier-ath- mmw:;:f:;“:i :1:_:: :: o w;‘:
betes earned Ollympic medals is aloist dnbe- fimst OF ! bl!dj:.l B deri “‘;; h:: ; ;
neesbler” said Ammy Onud: Col. Willie ; dl:cig;i.?]i:dudnmrf‘ r:'_"F'E l' ll n:::

'l & = uming mice

SAESSI ISEL A8 e _Hasnal Chomrd CGinmes. He was 39, He bad undergone two

Bureau's Sports Program, ; :
He s o five-time Olympitn who wen a kice operations, The brakeman was relative-
Iy mew to the feam.

high-hurdles gold medal at Mexico City in Ll I
1968 and a bronze medal a1 Montreal cight "Shimer is a great, great driver, I'd love for
him to finally get an Cympic medal,” said

years later. He last competed with the USA
bobsled team that finished 12th at the 1980 Steele before the Games began. "We jelled
right away, Fram the very first practice, the

Winter Games in Lake Placid, MY,
"This is proof that we are one Amy." three of us had very good timing and our
Davenport added. "We come together in waz,  loads were right on the money.”
nnd we come fogether in athlelics.® In the end, however, it was Shimer's driving
These bobsledders have been coming  thar made the difference, becmusse the push
together in different ways for several years.  grte while consistent, were not as fist as
Kohn and Sharp, who was a practicing chi- 4,0 11542 sliders would have liked.
ropractor before joining the Amy, became -y giant poed 1o mik sbout it,” Kohn
explained. "We just knew we needed 1o go

World Cup competitons a8 pari of the Armiy's
World Clas i

s Athlete Program in 1999 when R Ml i ke v i Kot M et
going to happen.

they joined Hayvs' team. Kohn made his first
run for the Olympic bobaled 1ea o0,
L i “shimer deserves that medal more than
anyone, and to be honest, he won the mee

when e was 19, He finished sinth.
today,™ said Kohn, "We had one of the alow-

Steele, 32, competed in the 19938 Winter
Games at Magano, Japan, and replaced

est starts, bui he drove phenomenally, and he
finally got that ¢lusive medal.®

Shimer's previous brakeman, who suffered a
back injury, about three weeks before the

Olympic trials held in ate December. The Cinited Seares Bobsled and Skefeon
Hines, who holds a master's degree In edu-  Federation contriturded to this report.

Army World Class Athletes Spe. Mike Kohn holds up a single finger following the award-
ing of & Bronze Medal during the 2002 Olympic Games in Salt Lake Clty.
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Islam in the ranks

By Spe. Thomas Kielbasa
Florida Armrry Matiorad Guard

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. = For mearly 1,500
years lslam has preached peace and altruism.
It formed the basis of several enlightened
Middle Eastern cultures while much of
Europe wallowed for centuries in the shad-
ows of the Dark Ages.

Buit last Seplember, when Islamibe-terrorisis
siacked Mew York and Washington, some
Muslims felt the religion had been = in the
words of President George W, Bush
“hijacked *

To many of the estimated six million fol-
lowers of Islam in the United States, inclod-
ing some members of the Nutional Guard,
the atincks were a cowardly twisting of their
own religious beliefs into a deadly political

"I wais irnte that someone would do this,”
said James, a Florida Ajr Mational Guard cit-
izen-pirman and Muslim with the 125th
Fighter Wing. He asked his real name not be
used. "Islam is & religion that emphasizes
pence ns a way of life. It doesn't condone any
of those types of actions. It is a very struc-
tured and very disciplined religion,” the
technical serpeant said.

James requested an alias for this story to
prevent unwanted or adverse atiention Tor
himself and his family. He and leaders at the
125th noted that following the atiacks some
Muslims throughout the country were target-
od and harmssed because of their religion,

They wanted o avoid any possibility of thal
happening 1o James,

"A lot of what you see on television about
the Middle East and Islamic extremists goes
pgainst the very lenets of the religion,” =aid
Jnmes, & Jacksonville resident and comvert 1o
the religion. "It is upsetting to see these peo-
ple claiming they are fighting o ‘jihad' or
haly war ... The prophet (Mohammad) said
that jihad can be a holy war, but the great
jihad is the battle withim yoursell to iy o
live your life in the proper way and follow
the tenets of your religion,

*“That is the greatest Jihod,” he added. "t is
mot fighting others 10 spread what you think
you believe "

James, 30, converied to Islam from the
Bapiist religion as a child when his family
discovered the cenfuries-old faith. The con-
version included changing his middle and
last mames, and adhering to the fenets of
[slam explained in the holy book the Ko

He explained the Komn neither condoncs
(he thousands of murders committed by the
terrorist hijackers, nor justifies their “cow-
ardly acts of suicide.”

James lauded President Bush's remarks on
the "nnture of lslam™ made shortly afier the
terrorist attacks. In a speech al the Islamic
Center of Washington, D.C., on Sept. 17, the
President affirmed: "The face of werror is not
the true faith of Istam. That's not what [slam
is all about. Islam is peace. These lerrorists
don'l represent peace. They represent evil

World Class Al Program.

Tavares, the head coach, is o three-time
Olymipian who competed in the luge during
the 1992 Winter Games. Latour is the driving
coach, His grandfather was a two-man bab-
gled driver for the United Stsics in the 1945
Games.

History was in the winning lcam's comer.

Vonetta Flowers, an assistanl coach and for-
mier seven-time All-American track and field
athlete w1 the University of Alsbama-
Birmingham, became the firsst African
American to ever win o gold modal in the
Winter Olympics, ironically during African
American History Month, Their medal was
the 215t overall for the U.S, tcam whose goal
wis 20 medals when ihe Sali Lake City
CJames begnn on Feb, .

They were the first Army affiliated athletes
io ever medal in bobsledding, according fo
World Class Athlete Program spokesperson
Harriet Rice. They gave this country its first
Olbympic bobsled medal since 1956 when the
U.S. men claimed the bropze and s first
bobsledding gold medal since 1948, And the
sinth gobd medal that they won for the LLS.
tied their couniry's Winter Olympic record
from four previous Cinmes,

"They were double trouble,” said a delight-
ed Col. Willie Davenport, chief of the
Mational Guard Bureaw's Sponts Program and
a five-time Olympian whi won a gold medal

in the high hurdles during the 1968 Summer
Games in Mexico City.

"This i proof that we are one Army, We
come iogether in war, and we come together
in athletics,” Davenport added. “This is also
procf of how strong the National Guard is in
athletics.”

Bakken joined the Utah Guand's 115th
Engineer Group headquariers in Draper in
March 2000 before becoming an Army world
class athlete after completing her basic and
advanced training the same year.

"The went from bootl cemp back o bob-
sledding.” beamed her mother, Peggy Smith,
adding. "1 kncw she had U in ber, I'm so
happy for her. She's gone through a lot of
injuries and come back to do thee”

About 40 members of Bakken's family,
including her mother and older brother Jocl,
and 10 family fricnds witnessed the gold
medal efforts that included a track recornd
time of 48.81 seconds during the first run.
Many of her followers wore omate red and
white hats and clanked cowbells.

Bakken is one of America’s bobsledding
pioneers, She was bom in Portland, Ore., and
she attended the fledgling LS. team's first
training camp in 1994 when she was a high
school junior. That made her, at 17, the
youngest bobsledder in the sport’s history,
glibough she did play soceer for Oregon.

Within the past four years, her mother
recounted, Bakken has undergone back sur-
gery and operations on both knecs,

She has withstood the pain and repair of a
torn Achilles tendon, and part of a bone has

and war."

Islam, derived from the Arabic word for
peace, teaches there are five primary things
that a believer needs 10 practice be Muslim:
pray five times a day; fast for a month dus-
ing the period of Ramadan: give a percent-
age of eamings 1o the poor, make a pilgrm-
age to Mecca once in a lifetime; and live in
peace and harmony. About 850 million peo-
ple worldwide are practicing Muslims.

Although his last name is Islamic, James
said fow people think he is Muslim because
he & Afncan-American. He added he has
"very marely” experienced discrimination or
intolerance because of his religion during his
lifie or kis 11-year military career, and his co-
wiorkers have always been supportive of his

An Islamic citf-
zen-airman holds
a copy of the
Koran while
explaining the
difference
bitwean Isiam
and other reli-

gions.

faith.

And sometimes il be con't fit his daily
prayers inio his busy work schedule, he
waits until be gets home to practice the tro-
ditional Islamic prayers.

"Yes | nm Muskim, and | say my five daily
priyers, bul 1 am also a member of the
Armed Forces and 1 have a job to do,” James
said "I wake up everyday and put on this
uniform. And it means something, becouse
everyday that | go to work it is a chance |
could be called up and be sent somewhere to
preserve our way of life as Americans.

“As Americans we have the night o believe
in any fuith and practice that faith without
persecution or discrimination,” he added, “I
respect other people’s rights 1o belicve what-
ever they want to beliove.™

Phacio by Masior Sgi Bob Hasksl, National Guard Bunaiu
Litah Army National Guard soldier and bobsled driver Jill Bakken (teft] and
brakeman Vonetts Flowers won the gold medal when women’s bobsledding
mada its Winter Ofympics debut on Tuesday, Feb. 18, at Park City, Uiah.

been removed from her foot.

*I had a ton of relatives there, 1 was awe-
some,” said Bakken, sdmitting thai she
thought she was dreaming.

"They've supparied me through the whole
thing — not just this race — but ever since |
stnried sliding.

s Grass

*There were tough times injury-wise, but |
wever wanted 1o quit, | wanted to go to the
Olympics, and now I'm here,® said America's
pewest Mational Guard citizen-sobdier with
an Olympic gold medal.

The United Stater Bobsled and Skeleton
Federation comtribated fo iz report,

e —— e ——————— e



Brubaker: Piloting the Air National Guard

By Maj Elian G. Krenks
Kabordl Duard Bireay

ARLINGTON, Va. - Brig. Gen. David A.
Hrubaker may be new to the general officer
ranks, but be is mo stranger o ithe Adr
Matioadl Crisard.

"The Air Motional Guard has been at the
center of my Llile for over 30 years," he said,
"I weni from being a kid, who ust wanted 1o
fiy jets, to an old guy, who stll wams o fly
Jets bust knows there is more | can and mst
i

As the pew deputy direcior of the Air
Mational Gueard, Brobaker will assisi in
implementing the vision and policies of the
directorn, which affect more than 106,000 cit-
teen-abmeen i B8 flying wings throughout
the coumniry,

Before Brubaker was confirmed by the U5,
Senate, Maj. Gen. Paul A, Weaver, Jr, had
siaried his termdnal Leave. h‘[.pj Gen Dansel
James I, the adjutant genernl of Texas, has

been nominated by President (eorge W
Bush as the nexi director of ihe Air National
Guard. He 15 still awaiting Senate confirma-
Lo,

"I am wvery opumistic that ke will bring
incredible leadership 10 the Air Mational
Cnmard.” Brubaker said. "[ don't see Genernl
James doing a complete overhaul of the Air
Mational Goard. I-E',I.Fll:ﬂ bem ko Tnm-il.k! the
level of lendership that s three-star can bring.
I think he will be great for ws™

Until James i confirmed, Brubaker will
serve inoa dual role, "This position may be
more viduahie to the director, because of the
expericncs that | have gained,” he sakd,

Brubaker, who began his carcer as an enlisi-
ed member of the Indiana Air MNational
Ciard in 1971, said his previous expenicnce
ot the MNotional Guard Burean enabled him to
trensition faster,

"When interviewing with the secretary of
the Air Force, he felt the previous expenence

was an important qualification,” he said. "
wonder now il be knew mﬂwﬂ'm'lg I didn'e.
I'm just thankiful | dide't have o begin from
scrafch.”

Since his confirmation last Movember,
Brubaker hns watched the Air Guard mobi-
[ize more members in support of Operations
Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle than §i
did in the Persinn Gulf War.

As of early February, almost | 5,000 citizen-
airmen deployved surpassing the 12,428 num-
ber set during the Persian Gulf War,

Brubaker, who 5 a command pilet with
more than 2,500 flying howrs, sabd the Ay
Ciuand will continue 1o perform Combat Alr
Patral missions “as long 65 we're asked fo, It
1% o dmin, but we expect o do & lesser
mmount as the threat decreases ™

In the last three months, F-16 “Fighting
Falcons™ in the Air Notional Guard have
flown mare than 35,000 hours. By compari-
gon, these F-16a flew 6,000 hours during the

Phato by Maj. Phil Johnson, Mabonasl Gusrd Bursan

The Royal Norweglan Alr Force Chiel of Stalf, Maj. Gen. Tomas Archer (right) and the Morwegian Defense Altache,
Maj. Gen. Olav Bjarke (leff), recently discussed the possibility of expanded tralning opportunities between the
Norwegian Air Force and the Alr National Guard with Brig. Gen. David A. Brubaker (center), acting director of the
Alr National Guard. The Air Guard currently tralns Norwegian pliois in the F-16 “Fighting Falcon™ at the 162nd
Fighter Wing in Tucson, Ariz. The meating was Archer’s second visit to the Alr National Guard, During his visit fo
the United States, Archer also visited the Boeing Company in Seatife, Wash., and received program briefings on
the C-17 "Globemaster” and new T67-air refueling tanker,

same fime period last vear.

"We are using our equipment and people
much more,” Brubaker said, which requires
mare inspections.

He said the tenacity and mgenusty of Air
Ciuard maintenance crews ennbled the unils
o get more out of the airerafl.

“How long can we do thisT] don't know, bu
right now they're doing n great job,” he said,

The increased operations lempo affects the
continsed training of Guard pilots. "We're
putting a lot of highway miles on these air-
crafl, but i's not the same as a training mis-
sion,” he said.

Fortunaiely, this situation is managesble
Brubaker said when a unit receives a dephoy-
ment order, it i freed from performing the
CAP missions in onder to begin deployment
Agililal

Asked about other challenges facing the Air
Nanomal Ciunrd, Brubaker said the recruiting
picture is foirly strong, However, "we need
mane people and we're working with the Adr
Force to increase our end strength in arcas
very cnitical to us,” especinlly the support
career fields, be said.

Brubaker said omse resource (hat has been
sirctched 1o s Hmil B securnity forces. As of
late Jamuary, 6003 trained sccurity forces
personnel in the Air Matinal Guard have
been deployed in suppon of Operalion
Moble Eagle and Enduring Freedom.

"They're all pone,” he =aid. "Definitely, as a
result of current opemtion.®

Brubaker, who was director of the scquisi-
tions division for the Air National Guard
from 1996 to 1999, sajd other challenges in
modamizalion and squipment issue ane
being worked with the Air Foree. Air Guard
airframes are the oldest in every calegory,
except for C-130 aircraft

"We're working o keep our fleet relevant.
And we will continue to work with the A
Force as new aircrafl come imdo the invente-
ry,” he said. "The Air National Guard snd Ajr
Force ane mutually engaged on this.”

Hrubaker said the Air Mational Guand and
Air Force are "models of cooperation®™
between the reserve and active componenis,
He added that he believes the events of Sepi.
11 have pulled the two components even
eloser together. "We're more encrgized than
ever before,” he said "It sometimes takes
adversity to bring people together.”

Brubaker said he docs not belicve the Adr
Motional Guard's role will change as
Homeland Security evolves. "The National
Guard has always had a dual role,® be said.
"We're used to serving o mumber of masicrs.
We are ideally suited o adapt o this pew
world and paricipale in every major con-
s ™

For about two years, the Air Mational Creard
has opernted wnder the Air Expeditionary
Force structure, which has been “very belp-
ful" to citizen-airmen, Brubaker said,
because it provides more  stability for
employers and familics. "It s muoch easier
than just running off to war," he said.

Our robe has not changed, bat the pace has
definitely picked up.
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Stepping up:

Minnesota Air National Guard

By Sanior Airman Anna Lewlck]
Mirrasoin Ar MaSonal Gaard

MINNEAPOLIS = In the Minnesols
Mational Goard's largest deployment in
support  of  Opemtion  Enduring
Freedom, more than 100 airmen with
the Minnesots Mational Guond's |33rd
Airdift  Wing  and  three  C-130
“Hercules" aircrufi recently departed
for an undisclosed bocntion somewhene
i Soutlees) Adin.

The 133rd will provide nirlift suppon
for 115, Forces throughout Southwest
Axia, The length of the deployment 15
unknown, bui Guand leaders hope 1o
rotate 133rd members every three
o,

Minnesotn Gov. Jesse Venturn attend-
ed the early-moming deploveent cere-
maony, which was opened as 1 0-year-old
Amanda and &-vear-pld Bnanna Eest,
d.nughl.crs af Maj. E:mr.'l'_t,' Besd, led the
crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance. Bes!
is the §33nd's executive support officer.

"On behall of everyone in the stafe of
Minnesota, we ane so prood of vou and
ihe job that you do because you are the
best Motional Guard in the United
Siates.” Yenhirn said, as crowd respond-
ed with & roar. "And that is why you got
i call. The best get the call.”

Venturas was referring to the 1330d
Aarhiit Wmng's a1 308 atrcrall, some of
the newest i Al Famce IR CHLTY. The
145th Airlilt Wing lrom MNerth Carolina
is also equipped with C-130H models
and will work jointly with the 133rd in
Southwest Asia.

After the governor finished speaking,
Vontura  presented Col Temy
Hegpemeier, the wing commander, with
a Minnesota state flag o be flown over
their base in Southwest Asia. The fiag
presentation has become o tradition for
the povernor, who has made an effort 1o
attend all the major deployments since
he szsumed office

"We look forward fo the day that we
can  bring that [fag] home,"
Hegpemerer sl “We are mobilized
agnin to serve and fulfill that oath we all
ook 10 defend our mation. 'We are mobhi-
hized to go o Southwest Asia for what
may be a long time... We need to
remain Mexible... as America fights this

WHIE Of lerrorem.”
Minnesotas Adjutant Genernl, May,

Gen. Eugene Andrectti, 1.5, Sens. Paul
Wellstone, D-Minn., and Mark Dayton,
D-Minn., U.5. Reps. Jim Ramsind, R-
Minn, amd Mark Kennedy, R-Minn.,
and state Rep. Jim Rhodes, R=54, Lous
Park, Minn., and state Sen. Steve

Soe DEPLOYED On Page 7

Family of Senlor Airman Luke Olson say farewell.

Photce by Sonior Alrman fnna Lowicid, Minnesols Al NaSonnl Guprd
Master Sgt. Byron Todd gels a good-bye hug from son Christopher, 5, prior to his unit's deployment.

Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura and U.S. Sen. Paul
Wallsfone, D-Minn., offer words of encouragement amnd
best wishes fo cilizen-airmen as they board a G-130
“Hercules" afrcraft as they prepare for deployrment




From Page 6

Deployed

Murphy, DFL-Red Wing., also spoke at the
ceremony,

As the final chords of "God Bless America”
faded the chaplain led the audience in
prayer, the hanger il silent Minutes lnter,
the bell sounded and the hangar doors
openod. The C-130 ainplanes waited. engines
silenl,

Senior Airman Luke (lson, an operntions
resource manager for the [10%h Aidift
Squadron, hugged his brother and parents
one st wme. This is Olsoa's frst major

L.
o hen 1 first heard we were being

depboyed, | was excited, It's oo honor 1o go

Family members wave farewell to their loved ones as a

1
—

C-130 prepares fto depart

over there, but I'm nervous 100, Olson said.

Andrea Ward said goodbye to her sister,
Stall Sgt. Amy Gibson. Ward said she was
proud of her sister, but “worried, very wor-
g™

Mearby, another family was savimg wearful
good-byes, Rick, o crew chiel for the 133nd,
huddled with his wifie and three voung boys.
Rick, 8 real esiate apgent nnd mongage
banker, found out he would be part of the
deplovment a week earliee. He and his wife,
Fate, & stay-ni-home mom, worry nbout bills

and finanees., g
“It's o likile overwhelming,” Kate said, tnk-

ing a deep breath. "After 1 found out (abow

the deployment) | moved into autopilod 1o
get ready.”

That meant making copies of Rick's orders
for employers, making sure she and the bays
had bealth insurance through the Guand
while Rick is deployed, putting other insur-
ance policies on hald, getthg uniforms
ready, and the list goes o, But mostly, Kate
said, she was "trying o siay put together for
thee kids.”

As the 133rd members filed out to the wait-
mg mircrafi, familics moved 1o the edge of
the hangar, waving small flags and holding

ugs =igna. _
Media and dignitaries abtending the cere-

mony accompanied the [33nd members to
the nircrafl.

Skirting his own security and the media,
Ventura hopped aboard one of the three C-
130s preparing to depart. Ventura moved 1o
the back of the nircrafi, clapping severnl
people on the back, saying:"Give "em hell,
give ‘om hell, And bring that flag back. I've
never lost anyone on o deployment yet dur-
ing my watch amd | don't plan to this time.*

Venturn remained by the pireraft door,
shaking hands ond saying goodbyve as
Minnesots citieen-airmen climbed aboard
the plane, some glancing back towards the
hangar where thelr families were alneady
anticipating their return.

ﬁ
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Guardsmen paramount in keeping Olympic Games safe

By Masher Sgi. Bob Haskall
hasiona Guard Bursau

SALT LAKE CITY - In the end, the only
explodions that amounied to anything were
the fireworks themselves = the ones tha
punciuated the opening and closing cere-
meamies of the XX Winter Olyempics in Sali
Lake City, Unh.

It would be hard 10 find anyone happier
ahout how the National Guard and other mil-
ilary personne] contribated to that kappy tum
of events during those 17 days in February
thon Armyy Mational Guard Col. Ronald
Sener — encepl, perhaps, Mitt Romney,

"The safety and suceess of these Gumies are
in part due to the participation and tireless
efforts of the National Guard,” said Romney,
the dyvoamic president and chief executive
officer of the Sali Lake Organizing
Commitiee, on the Sundsy that the Games
were declored closed, "We thank ihe men amd
women of the Mational Guard.”

He offered “a very special thanks to the mil-
ftary and workers who came from across the
gln-:hcl' dun'ng thee |;|nsir|.:_ CETEMOnY. "o
Euvs were greal.”

"Ohur gratitude also goes to the secunity
forces whoe did such a professional job,”
echied D Jacques Rogge, pressdent of the
Intemationnl Olympic Commitiee.

"People of America, Utah, and Salt Lake
City, You have given the world superb
Gomes,” Rogge added. *You have reassured
us that people from all countries can live
pencefully together. Thank vou. Thank vou,"

There were no riots other than o single
brawl during the final weekend that police
quickly contamed, There were no incidents
invalving weapons of mass destroction,
There were no acts of 1emorsm that could
have disrupted these Winter Games which
ook place five momths after the Sept 11
aftacks on the Waorld Trade Center in Mow
York and the Pentagon near Washington,
D.C.

There wis, however, an shundant anount of
gondwill among the speciators and the 2,500
nthletes from 77 countries, There wos also a
tremendous  amount of cooperalion among
the people, including nearly 5,000 members
of the Motienal Guard from 25 states, who
Inbored long and hand to keep the Games
safie, secure and sueccessil,

"We had an incredible mix of militzry com-
ponenis thal worked together extremely
well,® sapd Sener, the MNationa) Guard
Buresu's chiel linisen officer.

The mnn (fom Massschuses warked with
the Olympics’ jomi military task force whose
100 members were charged with rowline

support, and be saw firsthand whal nearly
4,000 citizen-soldiers contributed fo the mas-
sive security force thot was headed by the
LS. Secret Senvice,

Senez witnessed how well both elemenis
performed during crunch time and what the
Mationn]l Guard can offer 1o the future of
homeland defense.

“Dhuring the first weekend, we held our col-
lective breath.” Sener added. "We had some
reil concemns carly on becmase there were so
many moving pans, incloding transportation
and housing the troops close to the venues
Blut we got into our batthe fhoython by the first
Monday of the Games, and we began to
breathe n little easier.

*l thought "Holy mackerel! We're really
doing this thing." Any di Terences that we had
ot only melted away, but we all developed a
baond Foor each other. Al first we were excibed
that it wos working, and then we remained
resalved to see it throagh o the end.®

The security operation received rave
reviews, USA Today reponied that police and
“combal-ready  Mational Guandsmen
[sul‘.'r|.1|:|'i|'||:|,I the l]l:,'mpl-u Village perimeter
managed 1o be reassuring without becoming
a constamt remimder that danger has been part
af the Qlymples since the dark days s
Munich in 1972

Phofio by Masier Sgi. Bob Haskedl, Mational Guard Bureau

Army National Guard soldiers on duty In downfown Salt Lake City and at compatitiva venues [n northern Utah did not
et down thelr guard while thoroughly checking vehicles and passengers and while performing other security missions
during the 17 days of the XIX Winter Olympics in February.

§ mocue

Mo one, Sener added, let their guard down.
Laie into the second week, he reporied,
Guard soldiers detained one vehicle afier a
police dog smelled something suspicious.
The police officers who investigated, Senez
added, were very impressed that the Guand
soldiers did not merely wave the vehicle
through.

The case could be made that the Nanomal
Guard personified the entire country, from
groaind 10 gold, during the Salt Lake Ciry
Crames.

Utah Army Guard Spe. Micholss Ebmer
spent much of his duty time helping to exam-
ine vehicles ond passengers ai a wehicle
screening afea before they could proceed o
the Salt Palsce, the main media cenfer in
dowmtown Salt Lake City,

"This is definitely nothing like P've ever
done before,” said Elmer whe osdinanly
wiorks on aircrafl electrical systems. "We
take tums working on the "clean feam’ that
checks the inswles and the ‘dirty team” that
looks undemeath.”

Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, Utah's adjutant
geneml, camied the Olympic fame duning
one leg of the torch relay in Salt Lake City
after mking the handeil from Brig. Gen. 1D
Johnzon, the Olympic task force commander.

Vermont Army Mational Guard Sgt. and
binthlete Kristing Sabasteansk was ope of
cight U5, athletes who comied the World
Trade Cenler American flag info the hushed
Olympic  Stadivm  during  the Opening
Ceremony.

Mational Ciusrd athleses, most of them on
active duty with the U5, Army's World Class
Athlete Program, distinguished themselves
afler the infermnfionn] atiention swiched
from secumity o spors:

Ihe Guard's eight athletes made up 4 per-
cent af the United States” 21 1-member tenm
and helped their country cam three medals, 9
percent of the record Winter Games harvest
of 34

Spe. Bill Tavares from Mew York and Sgi
Tufly Latour from Vermont wene the coach-
es for the Uinited States” two-woman bebaled
teams, ingluding il Bakken's,

Elsewhere, Vermont Army Guard Siaff Sgt.
Mait Sabasteandki, Biristing's hushand, man-
nged the Soldier Hollow hathlon and cmas-
country skiing venoe near Heber City for the
Salt Lake Orpanizing Commitics,

About a dorzen Mational Guard soldiers
from Vermont, Minnesota and U helped
condisct the bathlon cnnq'rrll'linn s Inll'lr.lid
valunteers.

And Vermend Air Matonal Guard Tech, Sgt.
Steve Hall sevved as one of the ski waxing
coaches.

Asx Far az Col. Ronald Sener s concemeid,
the Bessons that National Guard members
learned about Olympic secunty and the doc-
trine they will help wrte i the name of
homelind dielfense are just as imporiant as the
honors that the Cnsand's athletes gamensd

"We saw the tremendous sirength in the
Craard and hew we can react on shorl nolkce
for homeland defense.” be observed. "Showld
we develop our homeland defense doctrine
based on whad the Guard has 1o offer? | may
be binsed, but [ believe the answer to that
guestion is "Yes,' ®




Guard couple

serves in Cuba
By Master Sgt. Bob Hasksl/
Katsonal Guisd

GUATANAMO BAY, Cuba — Their dream
home is not your ordinary houss, and Maryland

mmmmmﬁmm
ﬁrhphubnkinmﬂ”nhﬂi

in 1830 hl.n- a bed and 'ﬁmﬂtm Thef,' will
-mumﬁm labar of Tove when they retum o
their normal lives across the Chesapeake Bay
from Baltimiore 3
Thlmyhmhitu,m:ﬂmmhdpﬂm

Their lnst name and the kocation of their home
has been withheld for their protection, but they
are examples of how America’s war on temorism
has altered the Lives of many Notional Guard
members and funilies At least they are togeth-
er, and they have no regrets aboul laving to
[pmdlfﬂlrlmlhl-m from their. five chil=
dren from previows marriages and their six
grandchildren. '

They are senior sergeants in the 115h Miliary
Police ©  Battalion's  Headquariers and
Hendguarters Comipany from Salisbury, M.,
and they are part of the LL5: military force that

s gusrding and caring for the al-Onida and

Talibai detniness at Camp X-Ray,

"I our jovb. We've been paid for oll ihese years
10 clo this,” sxid Sherry who has pur 14 vears into
the Maryland Army CGunrd, “This 15 what all of
ihe weekend drlls and two weeks of annual
fraining are about.”

ou'don't’ belong 1o sn ocpankention like the
Mational Goard and’ back: out when - something
liki= this happens,™ aid Doug, o 20-yvenr veteran,

They have been mirried for 1} vears. They are
the only married couple in the Maryland it
that |s gpending the winter in the mopical place
where the detainces have become the subjects of
worldwide gitention.

Sherry, - whoe works - for @ Veterans
Administretion medical clinie, supervises a 12-
memmber Guard rean thal processes the detainees
who arrive al the compound, The job inchodes
making sure the ditainees have the chance o
send four postcards and fwo letiers 1o their own
families each momb.

Dioug. o full-time Guard soldier mll farmer
recruiter, Jooks after the Maryland citizen-sol-
dicrs’ personpel matters- and  maintalns the
records for the detainecs.

They hod waited for severnl years to get jobs
close ennngh to their home so they eould lead
pormal lives and not have 16 el beng dis-
mnces o work.

"Iy was o few weeks of ohsclhute bliss,” lmighed
Doug whe ransferred 1o the military police bat-
taliom Iast August. The termorist pitncks on Sépt.
11 changed that in a hurry.

They insisted on being mobilized with others un
the tattnllon who were originnily ent 1o Fort
Stewar, G, i Ociober,

Guarding terrorists

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Buneau

GUATANAMD BAY, Cuba - Two
Marylond Army NWational soldiers who
helped guard thousands of Imgi prisoners
of war in norihom Saodi Ambia during
the Persinn Gull War have been reunited
for @ sbmilar, and considerably higher
profile, mission o decade later at o U5,
Mavy base on the eastern tp of comm-
mist Cuba,

The nccused Taliban and al-Oaida 1er-
rorsts flown from Afghanistan to Camp
X=Ray of the Guantanamo Bay Maval
Station, hetter known as “Gii-Mo,” dur-
ing this 1.5, war against ferrorism ave
forged the new but familiar te that is
binding Sgt. 1st Class Robert Wood and
Sgt. 16t Class Lewis Smuth.,

"We hadn't seen cach other since the
Gulf War, even though we both belong to
ihe Maryland National Guanl,” saud the
tall, imposing Wood. "l called Sergean
Smith in August 1o see iF 1 could get into
the detachment in Parkville so [ could gel
promaded. And e brought me along for
this Caribbean ‘holidny.' *

Pwelve-howr shifts of goarding and car-
ing for some of the woeld's most potor-
ous suspectod termarists have hardly been
a holiday for aboul B0 members of
Headquarers el Headguariers
Company of the Maryland Army Guard's
1151k Military Police Battalion based in
Salishury,

The Maryland Army Guard soldiers
frn past of & batlion-size force of sol-
diers and Marines committed o guarding
and locking after the multi-national
defainees confined in separate, lemporry
ceils at Camp X-Fay.

"With the resources we have, we're giv-
ng very good treatment o these people,”
said U5, Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla,,
one of 20 members of Congress who vis-
Hed Camp X-ray earlier this year,

"Cuite frankly, | personally thimk 11's bet-
ter than they deserve. We're dealing wiih
terrorists,” added Inhofe, a member of the
Senate Armed Services Commitice,

The Maryland Army Guard rocps had
processed and were helping to guard the
58 detainees who had been flown 1o
Guantanamo Bay pnd transporied to the
camp by boats and buses.

The first 30 ammved on Jan. 11, exactly
four months after the Sept. 11 atacks on
the World Trade Center and the Pendagon
that initiated Amenca’s new war in which
Motional Guard forces have been so
heavily engaged.

Why the Mational Guard? “Why not,”
cogatersd Li Col. Bemard Liswell, the
Maryland bamalion's commander, His

Ciuard soldbers were in the nght place,
Fort Stewar, Ga., at the right time (o be
deploved 10 Guantsnamao Bay.,

Furthermore, an estimated one-thind of
ihe Guard members on duty at Camp K=
Ray are civilian comectional officers or
police officers who know all about deal-
ing with murderers, rapisis and other hard
CaRES.

Some of the Guard soldiers do indeed
help guard the deainees within the com-
pound. However, the Marvlanders are
principally responsible for keeping the
delainees’ personnel reconds,

It has been a remarkable odyssey for
Maryland citizen-soldicrs during the
nearly five months snce Sept. 11

Army Guard military police soldiers
fronm that state josmed the security forse o
the still-smoldering Pentagon on Sept. 12
and remamed there wnil the end of that
month. The battalien's 300 froops were
then sent (o Forl Stewart in October to
replace active Army military police p
whio were given the Pentngon mission

Then came word that the most dangers
ous and violent of the alleges Taliban and
al-Qaida  prisoners . caplured
Afghnnistan would be shipped e Camp
X-Ray. They would b= confined an madi-
vidual E-by-8-fool chain-link (ence cells
urrder maximum security conditbons undil
a permanent facility could be constmicted
elsewhere on the df-square mils naval
hase,

That was a perfect fit for the Maryland
Ciuard sobdiers whose specialty 15 enemy
prisoners of war, the assignment that took
many of them fo Saode Amba for the
Persinon Gull War 10 years ago,

"When we got this mission, the monals
went sky high," recounted one senior ser-
geatl

"I think the National Guard, for a centu-
ry, was sorl of the unseen, unsing herocs
of Amenica. It participated m all of our
wars and did extraordimarily well,” said
LL.5. Rep. Wayne (Gilchrest, B-Mdl., who
also yisited the camp and the troops from
his home siate. "The fact that the
Mationnl Guard pow 15 musch more high
profile lends on enormous degree of
legitimacy to the Notional Gaand.™

The Maryland Guard soldiers amived on
Jan, % 1o join forees with members of the
41 st Milhary Police Company from Fon
Hood, Texas, and members of the 2nd
Marine Divigion from Camp Lejeuns,
M.C. The detninecs: began wmiving two
days lnter.

Thl;:ll' mnge m aje {rom ﬂn.r]!.' 20% to mdd
s, Liswell explained, Most are in their
25, Shaved of their beards, they look
like Peter Pon's bost bovs in orange
clpthes — until vou look ipto thew eyes,

They show no remorse, They are nol
afrnid. They are waiting,

Everyone who feeds them three meals a
day, who escorts them 1o the climc with-
in the compoumne, and who ushers them to
the showers understands they are danger-
0415 YOURNE Men.

*Criven the chanee, they would hart you
or me," said Maoryland st Sgt Eric
Bakinsky, ordinarily a seventh-grade Lan-
guage ans feacher in Fredenck. "In Sawsdi
we guarded about 20,000 Imgi prisoners
al a camp in Hafar al Batin, They wanted
to surrender. They arrived hanging off
our trocks. These guys are ol nearly as
willing to be here.”

The Guard soldiers and others watching
over ihe detninees are also fully aware of
how al-Craida and Taliban prisoners
revolted agamst their guards and killed a
C1A agent in northern Afghanistan during
o three-day uprising in late November,

"The high level of security s Camp X-
Ray ks intended to protect the guards as
well as the detainees,” said Maryland Sgr.
Maj. Bruce Coltman, whe iz normally a
licutenant at the Eastern Cormectional
Inatination. "IT security stays as tight as il
it niow, we will never loas control of
Camp X-Ray.”

How the Maryland Guard soldiers deal
with the duty has much to do with their
o backgrounds.

"Thiz s o big leaming expenence for
me. We're putting our lives on the line to
inke care of them when they'll do amy-
thing they can 1o kill us” sad Spe
Rochells Williams, a young mother and
supply clerk who helps make sure cach
detginee gets their allotied bedding, tow-
¢ls and toiletnes

On the other kand, it's business as usual
for people like Sgt. 1st Class Roben
Wood whao, at 53, has a bachelor's degree
in mass communications and who spent
cight years as a comrectional officer at the
Baltimore City Jail. He has also served
tours of duty i Vietnam and Saudi
Arabia,

“I'm not bhere to judge,” sad Wood who
works 12<hour shifts for 8 week ai n time
with his old buddy Sgi. 1st Class Lewis
Smith. "1 can't let my feelings come into
play abowl what crimes they've commit-
ped,” Wisnd added. *1 can't tnke it person-
ally, | have 1o be a professional ™

S0 what does he 1ell the citizen-soldiers
who do not have the experience of deal-
ing with criminals that he has?

"I tell them to do the best they can,”
Wood sabd, "1 12ll them to come 1o us if
they have problems. | 211 them io waich
their back and to waich their buddy's
back.™ Wood said.
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Tough as nails and ready l(l I'Illlllllﬂ

By Ist L. Shannon Scherer
Chio Air National Guard

MANSFIELD, Ohio - The expectant 31-
year-old mother spoke with a gleam in her
eves aboud her glory days. The days she
spoke of were not the days she enlisted in the
Air Force and served her country duning the
Persian Gualfl YWar, nor were they the days
when she decided 10 marmy and begin o fam-
ily, but rather she iold of her glory days
when the was named the Mansfield. Ohio,
area 2001 FX '|'13ug_|'|wum.u|:|" :l'l.lmp:inn.

b Adr Motsonal Goard Tech. Sgt. Heather
A, Gremling, the 17%h Aidit Wing's infor-
mation security manager, 5 nd what you
would think of when you conjure up the
image of & “ioughwoman.” Her 5-foot, 7-
inch [rame sporis an athletic 136 pounds
when ghe wasn'l camrying & child, and her
shoulder-length brown hair, hazel eves and
beaming smile make her less intimidating
than your average security police officer,

But Civemnling had o goal to fight her way to
victory in an extremely male-dominaied
sport and that goal recently became a dream
CAME e,

Al 1 wanted was to win a trophy,”
Ciremling sabd. "1 had never won o wophy in
anything and that was my origisal goal.®

For Gremling, boxing was in her blood,
Greming was the only girl in a house with
five brothers and she said roughhousing was
common among her siblings. Although
Gremling berself had only been in one fight
in ber life as & high school stisdent, her obder
brother Fod Wiseman had developed o taste
ond tmlent for the boxing nng. He competed
foisr amees for the Toughman title amd won
TURTEr-p DWice.

When she expressed an interest in compet-
ing too, her brother offered o coach her
because he figured if e couldn’t win, maybe
sommeone elee i the 1:1411:|I'5.' could,

The Toughman contest is conducied in 44
stutes and abroad and is stnctly boxing. so
no biting. wrestling or kicking is allowed
The events consist of two-day elimination
tournnients with categories for men and
women.  The worldwide championships can
be seem on pay-per-view televizion

Wiseman put his little sister on a ngorous
exercise and digt schedule for a year prior to
ber night in the ring. Gremling trained on the
heavy bag, punching mitis, spaming, speed
bag. reflex bag and treéadmill. Her brother
meade sure her diet consisted only of proteins
and carbohydrates weeks before the fght,

Giremleng sasd ber brother made her train
for three, three-mimete rounds so she would-
nt get tired during the actual three, ome-
minuie rounds. But almost a third of the way
through her traiming, and only months before
the fight, a family hardship stopped her

training ¢old. Gremling took off from every-
thing for nearly three months. When she
returmed to her training with only two
months before the championship, she
remembered technique, bul had totally lost
all of her physical endurance.

*I was really worried that [ wouldn't be pre-
pared,” she said. "But my brother kept
ielling me not to give wp. [ did it for myself,
bt I did it for him more than anything.®

When her first fight came up, Toughman
promoiers almost didn't ler Gremling ke
the ring. Her opponent cutweighed her by
roughly 40 pounds, a huge welght mismaich
in boxing. Butl Gremling refused to let her
weight ruin all her dreams so before the offi-
ciol weigh-in, she strapped on leg weights
and pust sandbags in her warm-up suit. It only
made o difference of 10 pounds, but st was
emough to allew her 1o fight.

Gremling entered the ring m Richland
County Fairgrounds before a sold-outl audi-
ence of thousands 1o fight against Katrina
Moare, Moeore's strectfighting technique did-
o't eompare (o Gremling's professional irakn-
ing and the maich was called in favor of
Ciremiling in the thard round with 32 seconds
a1ill left on the elock.

"She was bigger than me and had & boxing
glowe tatton on her neck. |thought she was
woing 10 kill me” Gremling said. "Walking
oait 1o the nog | sctually beard people saying
thai my competition would defeal me
hecause | was so small. | was definitely the
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After the Frday-night competition,
Ciremling was excited about her mext maich
on Saturday knowing she had a shot o1 0 iro=
phy. But ber one dream was quickly shat-
tered when she leamed no trophies would be
presemded that year becanse of an incident
the proviods year,

Giremling was crushed. But Toughman pro-
miders promised o see what they could do
for her if she won the following evening.

With oae victory under her belt, her broth-
er Rosl in her comer amd her family and
fricnds cheering her om, Gremling took the
e the next might againsl Veena Johnsom,
Again, weight would be an izsue,

"Lhe hit me a0 hard in the first round the
force threw me across the ring like & mg-
dall,” Gremling said. *But | had hean and |
wasn'l quiting.”

By the end of the first round the judges
wiere worried Gremling was taking too miech
punishment ot the hands of ber much-larger
opponent. But as in Friday night's fight, her
iraining would come back as her biggest
mivaniage. CGremling didn’ let up in the sec-
ond round cmesing her opponent to forfeit
i third round afler which Gremling was
declared the undisputed champion,

Crremling's fighting techniques pot only
won her the victory, but it caused three pro-
fessional boxing promoters o approach her
afler the matches to ask her to consider pro-
festsonal boxing.

—
Heather Gremling (above leff) fights
in & & praliminary round of the
Touwghwoman compétithon while
holsting her two trophies [below),

wem down, snying she
wis pest i it for the trophy, There would be
no trophics presenied that night, bt jfust one
week later ber fatlver and her spomsor sur-
prised her with two large trophies,
Ciremling said the desire to compefe again
will always be there but her prionties have
changed being a mother o her baby girl. "1
kmow' 1l (boxing) doesn't make me some-
basdy, but it sure made me feel like some-
body, | fmally got my 30 seconds of {ame."
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Environment
friendly force

ARLIMGTOM, Vo - The Air MNational
Caard's  Environmendal Divigsion, head-
guariered ol Andrews Air Force Base,
M., recently anmounced winmers of Hs
2001 envirommental awands.

The [Blst Fighter Wing, Hulman
Regional Airport, Ind,, won ihe Air Force
General Thomas D, White Award for a
Beserve Component and the A Mational
{fuand's Environmental Quality  Awand,
The wing reduced encrgy consumption by
pearly 22 percent even as the workspace
imereased more than 23 percend. The wing
wis nlso noded lor usang a |'!~D|"|.|Il]l'|¢ mir-
craft washing sysiem that capiured all
wish water and has not received any reg-
ulatory "Notices of Viokation” n the past
decade.

The 104th Fighter Wing a1 Bames Air
Matbonal Guard Base, Mass., winner of
the Pollutkon Prevention Award, was also
pominated for the L. 5. Environmental
Protection Agency's, Region I, Moerit
Awand The base recyehed neerly 12 tons
ol ferrous metals as part of & comprehen-
sive metal recyeling propram and reduced
hazardous waste generation by 2,324
pounds o venr by installing closed-loop
solvent recyeling machinery.

The 13%h Aidift Wing ot Roscerans
Memorial Airport, Mo, meceived the
Environmenial  Restorstion and team
Recycling Awards. The Missouri-based
unil was a test facility for reusable mon-
hazardous, comosion control sealant tape,
which was ev:nl:u.;ll!.' ;pp‘mh‘d fior Air
Force-wide  use with  projecied
Department of Defense savings between
55 million and %8 million aonually,
Addditionally, it provided oversight  for
extensive soil and proundwaicr sampling
st five Envirenmental Restoration
Projects, (or ERP) sites, that resubied in
the projected closure of all ERP sies by
2005,

Twa Alabama Alr Mational Guard units,
the 117h Air Hefueling Wing at
Birmingham Airport, and the 187k
Fighter Wing at Montgomery Regional
Adrport, won the Individual Pollution
Prevention and Natwral Resources Avands
respectively.

Changes in procurement and opermtiens
by nerospace ground equipment personne]
pi the 117th Refueling Wing reduced the
harardons mutenial i.'n.tlr,:nlnrl',' 'h:.r il per-
cenl and generated SO percent bess haz-
mrdous wasbes.

The [87ith Fighter Wing incorparaied
nafursl and coliural rescurce considera-
tions into the base masier plan and the
unit's Earth Day team played a major role
in developing and mamimining natuml
resources ot the installation,

Life savers ...

Pennsylvania Gov. Mark Sehwelker applavds e Ponnsyivania Army
iational Guard eiizen-sofdiers who saved an airport  traveiers [ife

By Lt Cod Jatin Mamweiis

Movie brings back
memories for airman

CHARLESTOM, W.Va. — Amy Vincent
was walching television earlier this
maith when she saw an sdvertisement for
the movie "Black Hawk Down.”

"My God® the West Yirginia Adr
pnteonal Guard siaff sergeant  remem-
bered thinking. "1 was there!™

The movie, which opened recently, fells
the story of a failed 115, mission in
Somalia in October 1993, Army Rangers
were o helicopier mio the stronghold of
Somal warlord Mohamed Farmb Aidid
and snatch two high-ranking officiak.

Insiead, the mission went awry. Two hel-
icoplers were sl down, 18 American
aorldbers were kilbed and TH were woamnd-
ed, When his Black Hawk helicopter was
ht by n rocked-propelied grenade and
shot  down, Chief Womant Officer
Michael Durani was captured by the
Somalis and held for 11 diyi

While Wincent, 27, doesn't know manch
about the film “Black Hawk Down,® she
knows quite a hit about Durant. "It was
the most fear-perking expenence of my
life when we actually got there and put
him on the plane,” said Vincent, who was
on the Air Foseo flight crew thal picked
Drirand up after his release and flew him
to Cermuany,

Amy Vincent was then Amy Clark and a
loadmaster on 6. C-141 cargo plane when
she met Duarnd on Oct. 14, 1993,

She and the crew were given three hours
io unlkoad the plane and convert it into a
flying hospital. Landing in Somalia,
WVincent, ithe fight crew and about 500
Ranpers waibéd foe Darand.

Durant was browght in by helicopter and
gingerly moved to Viacenls plane
through the group of Rangers, which
formed a cormidor of konor for the réum-
ing soldier,

He was brought nsdde the C-141, elutch-
ing his red beret. He had suffered a bro-
ken leg. jaw, arm and on injured back,
Though obviously in pain, Durant was
conscious. Ymoenl and other crewmem-
bers ook tums talking o him, holding his
hand on the way back to Cermary,

As the fight érew and Rangers toasied
Durant, those on the ground begnn Lo ging
"Giod Bless America® "1 don't think there
wis i dry eye n the place.” Vincent said.

She was awarded the Air Force
Achievement Medal for her mole In
Dusrant's redum.

Vincent 5 o Saff Sp1 & cumently
serves with the 130th Addift Wing o
Yeager Air Motional Cuard Base in
Charleston, W.Va,

[Edifor’s nole; The Chadesion Garells and
T AP povdniaudadd 1o IS repant |

m0: G 1]




Military members raise flags to celebrate freedom

By Maj. Ed Larkin and Staff Sgi. John House

TUZLA, Bosnia — More than 100 sobdiers,
sailors, and airmen braved frigid tempera-
tures and deep snow Mew Years Day a
Eagle Base to pay a (lag-mising tribuie fo the
54 giales and lermitories of the United Siaics.

The commander of Multi-Mateomnal
Division-North, Maj, Gen, H Steven Blam,
wanted an evend during the holsdays that
demonstrated the union of Amenics and the
pride of the peacekeeping saldiers.

"Each time we show our unity, we clearly
make a powerful point to the people of
Bosnis and Herregovina," said Blum. "We
have a diverse force that represents all moes,
religions and cultures, Everyday we are here
our diversity shows our sirengih.”

From 1861 10 1865, the United 3ates iself
wis divicded and engaged in a civil war, over,
among otler things, stales mghts. In the end
the union was preserved, the practice of alav-
ery wad abaolished.

More than & cenfury Iater ot the stard of
2002, each state flag was raised and {lew
proudly over Eagle Base in a lamd that owes
much of its day-to-day peace o the
American military and its  Stabilization
Force partners. Although a relatively simple
gesture, the raising of the flags demonstrated
deeply held feclings of patriotism for many
saldiers,

It is amaring the pride 1 felt palling my
state flag up the pole here at Eagle Base”
said Pie. Thomas Kozlowski, "Yes, it is hand
o be away from my family and friends, bat
1 realize how proud | fecl and how important
it i 10 serve my country.”

Blum requested a flag be sent 1o Bosnia
from cach of the states” governors and adyu-
tant generals. In that request, be also asked
that the flag first be flown over the state
capitol or state military headguarters before
being sent to Bosnia, thus strengthening the

Phato by S2aff Sgt. John House

More than 100 soldiers, sallors, and airmen braved frigid temperatures and deap snow Now Year's Day at Eagle Base
in Tuzla, Bosnia, to pay a Mag-raising tribute fo the 54 states and territories of the United States.

connechon o home. The “.IE! and the names
of the soldiers, sailors, and airmen will
become part of the 29h [nisniry Division's
permanent history. In the future, the siate
flags will fly at division changes of com-
mand and other division military cere-
mionies.

*I believe in the strength and resolve of
America and | believe in the strength and
resolve of these voung service members,
They are truly the best of our greal country,”
said Blum. The SFOR 10 rotation 15 refermed

i a5 the "Team of Teams”, Composed of 75
percent reserve forces and 235 percent active
duty, it is the model for the one-Army con-
cepl.

Service members cheered each siae fag as
it was raised up the flagpole while they wait-
ed to unfurl their own. After all the fags
were mised, the X#h Division (Light) band
aptly plaved a spirited rendition of the Srar
Spangled Banner, 15 the American Flag was
Toisted,

The Aren Support Group and the Morale,

Welfnre and Recreation teams provided hot
drinks and food for the event to ward ofl the
chill.

"When | look back. I will remember this
day as one of the high points of my tour in
Biosnia,” zaid Air Foree Staff Sgi. Shanda De
Aunda,

"This is truly one of the many things that
makes our country greal, we have so many
different people and thoughts. Yet we all
stund together from different  places in the
United States but, ander one lag.”

Florida Guard provides cover for an American symbol

By Tst LL Stove Alvarez
Florida National Guard

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. - The Florida
Mational Guard has been profecting people-
for the past four months as they travel into
the skies and onto the sexs, bt pow it % pro-
tecting astronauts as they head into space,

O Deec. 5, high above the Kennedy Space
Center, F-15 “Eagle™ fighters, the namesake
fighter jets of America’s symbol of freedom,
flew vigilanily over another Amenican sym-
bol: the spoce shuttle,

"When you know there are people in the
shusile and there's something on the groand,
it fecls important = you put your effort inlo
it," Maj. John "Homer" Black said. Black, a
Jacksonville pilod, was one of several who
flew during the shuithe launch. He said the
mission was a ong of the more memorable
sorties Mown during Operation Noble Eagle

Fighters from the Flonds Adr Mational
Guard's 125th Fighter Wing patrolled the

skies over the space cenier as the shutile
Endeavour thundered into space. 11 was the
first shuttle=-missdon =ince the Sept 11
gitacks.

At o Cape Cannveral sirstrip, Black talked
ihotit pralecting space assels,

"We're ahways doing something importand
when we're up there,” Black said as launch
pads towered bBehimd him"But when it's
some of your owm down there, i's impartant,
Thas 18 our state, There are a lot of points of
imbereat here — obviously.™

The 125th's wartime mission is to provide
armed aircraft capable of intercepting, iden-
tifying, and if pecessany, lo destroy unknown
aircrafl thai penctrate sovercign LS. mir-
space. Black zaid that F-155 cover roughly
10 miles in o mimate, The unit has been fly-
ing rendom combal air patrols sinee Sepl. 11.

"What this shows is that personnel in
Operation MNoble Engle have the ability to
prodect civilinn asszets as well as Amcnican
space assets,” Znd LL Warren Comer, of the

mm O G

45th Space Wing sail. The 45th provides
shutile laonch soppont to MASA. "The
pmount of cooperation between Gunrdsmien
and active duty personnel is unprecedentad,”

Endeavour returmed safely to eanth on Dec.
17 after 12 days in space and ancther shuttbe

Fighters from
the Flonioa Air
National
Guard's 1256h
Fighter Wing
patrofied the
skies as the
space shuttle
Endeavour
thundered info

space.

migsion lamched in Febroary,

"The active duly Air Foree is carrving on
their mission amnd the Adr Gioard is helping ws
camy it oul without & hindmoce,” Comer
said

*"We're all supponing one mission.”

e ———— e T . |




Minnesota armor rolls
through Chilean desert

By Spe, Jeff Gardunio
LS. Army-South Pubiic Altainy

Ralling through deserts of Chile in South
Amenica, Army Natonal Guand citizen-sol-
diers and tankers from the Chilcan Army
fook part m & small-uniil exchange, which
miarked the first armoned it to take part in
the program.

Soldiers from the 15t Battalion, 94tk Armor
of the Minnesota Army Mational Guard and
Regimental Command %h  Battalion
"Wencedores" of the Chilean Army recently
parucipsted in U5, Army-South's Small
Unid Familianzation progrom.,

The ongoing familiarzation program 15 a
two-week-long exchange of personnel who
leamn and interact with the host nation's
weapons, logistics, iactics, culiure and sol-
diers, snid Spt. 191 Class Victor Rivers, oper-
ations noncommissioned officer for US.
Army-South's  deputy chiel of staff -
HMational Guard.

"The reason we do this familisrization pro-
gram is to build good relations with our
allies in ULS, Amiv-South'’s area of operation
{in Central and South America and the
Caribbean). We coordinate the efforts
between the bost nation, which is Chile, and
the Mational Guard Bureau.™

Rivern said the deployment to Chile allows
sofdiers 0 become well-rounded In their
knowledge of other miluames,

"The wond “traimng’ 18 ot what we ane
doing,” he ndded. "We familisrize oursalves
with the way they operate and do things as
well as operate their weapons. Nexi year a
small group (from Chile) will go io
Minnesota and do the same thing there,”

The LS, soldiers performed simulated bai-
thes and leamed how to operate (emmian-
made Leopard | tanks following a demon-
stration by Chilean tanker Sgt Primer
Ismmaci.

The Minnesola Army Mational Guard sol-
digrs trnined for the first foar days on how 1o

drive amd operate the unfamilior Leopards
before heading to the field for three days and
two nights of field training.

Dhuring the field troining exercise, a battla
scenario of airborne troopers dropping in
wis the mam exercise for two days. One of
the drills the tankers wore able 10 practice
was the " Segger dnill”

"Ihe Sagger drlls are named after Kussian
missiles called '"Sagger’ that would be
dropped from airplanes,” said the Mil's offi-
cer in charpe, Ist L1 Eduardo Suarer "We
basically move the tanks like snakes from
one side 1o another to aveid anything falling
from the sky."

Becasse of tminmg lmmitations back home
ifi Minnesotn, the citizen-soldiers said their
armor irndnieg m Chile was invaluable,

*That was one of the best things because we
nosmally aren't allowed to do the drills in the
United States doe to environmental restric-
tions,” said tank gunner Sgt. Scott Johnson,
*Chut in the desert of Chile there is nothing 1o
hold us back. We could go almost full speed,
catch air off of smaller hills and basically rip
up the termim with no worries becanse niolh-
ing grows oul here.

"We trained wnder real baitle scenario. |
miean when we afe out in the field we arme
told of things & ot sooner,” Johnson sdded.
"Here it was mare like you have [0 mimites
o undo your camouflage net and be peaddy 1o
rodll oaL”

Driving German-made armor and nang o
communicate in Spanish did pose wmilingual
challenges for the mostly English-speaking
Minnesatans.

“li was interesting because the instruciors
gpoke only Spanish and the insiructions on
the tanks were in Cierman,® Suerer added
"Alhough we thoughi coming in that the
languzge barrier was going to be a8 problem
it twrmed ot (o be jost a secomnd
concern. There were soldiers from U.S.

ATTIY-5 11 were ab
well as saldiers from Minnesota™

Cne of the soldiers that was not tasked o
interprel, bul took on ihe task was Sgt.
Mirzel Colon, a communications leam chicl

"When soldiers from two countries ineract,
both sides need help interpreting."Colon
said, °1 love talking to people, being able to
interpret in that kind of environment where
two armies come together and I'm i the
mibddle ensuring that the two are talking to
each olher [ gives me a sense U!IFI'I'H‘E.'

Staff Sgt. Tracy Siers jokingly noled ihe
instructors also used a bt of hand gestures to
get the point across.,

"When we get back 1o Minnesola we are

(Laft) Minnesots
Army National
Guard soldiers-
get ready fo
mount up and
operate the unfa-
miliar Leopards

to the Chilean
desart for three
days and hwo
nights of field
training. (Below)
A Minmesola
guardsman
checks out the

blasting through

't

going 1o b harad .:Eu':Lnﬁ:nm ol

Minnesotn," Siers sabd. "When we were
being taught the different things and we did-
n't know the word they would just potnt, aci
out and say what would seem someithing like
"misaile ballistico' and pet the palnt acroas.”

The Minnesoia Army MNatsnal Guard eitd-
ren-soldiers and Chilean tankers emotional-
Iy exchanged hugs and handshakes, nlong
with trading personal belongings, before
beading hack home, for the long airplang
ride from South to Morth America.

Before parting, Chilean Col. Max
Steimmeyer-Celis, the regimental command-
er of the Vencedores, sald the itwo armor
units formed a heartfelt camaraderie.
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States

‘Hot zone' warriors honored for anthrax crisis duty

By Spe. Thomas Kielbasa
Floirda Jurmy Masional Guard

CAMP BLANDING, Fla. - As many
Amencans waiched ther televisions with
horror when anthrax wis discovered at a
publishing company m South Florida this
past October, some highly specialized mem-
bers of the Florids Mationsl Guard were
already in the "hot zone.”

Twelve members of e 44th Weapons of
Mass  Destruction-Civil Support Team
deployed to the contmmination site in sup-
port of local emergency operations. This
vear they will receive commendations for
their eflorts during the anthmx erisis.

Acconding to officials from the Palm Beach
County Division of  Emergency

Management, who will recopnize the wnit,
the 44th was nstrumenial in helping avert
"ihe potential public health crisis caused by
the anthrax contaminntion™ and "assured an
efficient response effort in the safety” of
Palm Beach County residents,

The 22-person unit hased here s designed
1o augment "first response” agencics in inci-
dents invelving bostile use of chemical, bio-
logical, or mdiological agents. The team is
redpuared to deploy within two howrs af peb-
fication o support civil authorities in the
event of suspicion of such an aftack,

"We're not first responders,” said Maj.
William Spengler, commander of the ddth.
"We're pext level — the state level — a2 state
response force when the first response come-
mumity is overwhelmed. In the (Boca
Roton) case they were clearly over-
whelmed.”

spengler wis alresdy in the area on Ocl 5
when the first anthrax-related death
ocowred at the Amencan Media building.
When the second nnthrax case was sdentified
a few days later, members af the 44ih were
asked to assist emergency officials in testing
for anthrax spores throughout the county

"All the reponts of any kind of white pow-
der or forcign substance were being ealled in
10 9115 over n week their 911 cener-Tielded

Wl &
Sgt. Randall Stover of the Florida National Guard's 44th Civil Suppert Team
observes changes in chemical detection paper during a training exercise af
Camp Blanding, Fla. The Guard teams can identify more than 150,000 volatilo

orgamc compounds within just 12 minutes of obtaining a sample.

about 2,000
calls.® Speagler
sanl, "We were

dawn ihere pri-
marily to track
what was going
on, amnd the
Diirector of
Emergency
Management for
Palm Beach
County requested
wi sty on board
for aboud o week
fo  respond io
e senous and
suspect inei-
dents.”

Equippesd with
brological agent
ficld detection
kits mnd nintighi
protective  gear,
44th  personnel
reacted (o seven
incidents of s
picieus sub- cent humidity.
stamees in coaper-
aticn with local Hazardous Materinls teams.

“Thankfully, all of the tesis tumed up neg-
ative,™ Bpengler sald. "A lot of times you
have suspicions up front, but based on what
had happened we had 1o treal evervihing as
real ™

Six of the deployed Guard personnel
donned seli-contained protective suits and
entered the nnthrax-taimed environment of
the American Medin building.

"This was really a live-fin: exercise forus.®
Spengler said, "All the ieam members have
been through the U.S. Armvy Chemical
Defense irsining, and have been in environ-
menis with nerve agents and chemicals, but
for pretty much everybody it was the first
opporiunity they had to operate in an
anthrax-contaminaied environment,®

The multi-agency response o the contami-
nation gave Florida's 4dth Civil Support
Team a unique opportunity to work side-by-
side with other expents from federal, state
and local agencics, incloding  the
Environmental Protection Agency and the
Centers for Discase Comtrol and Prevention
based in Adlanta .

"We knew that the building itself was con-
taminated, and the FBI tumed over o us the
areas in the building in which they had
found amthrax,” Spengler said. "Our job was
1o go in with these ather agencics and con-
duict sampling misgions fo determine the
exmct extent of the contamination. And that
was the starting point for determining the
gleanmp.”

The full-time umit is comprised of bath Alr
and Army Guard soldiers and airmen, ope of
27 such uniis thal entered service since
2000, when Congress authorized 32 of the

Spo. Thomas kisibasa, Flosids Ay Nationsl Guaed

Wearing special protective sufts, Spe.
Denise Stuart (laff) and Sgt. Randall Stover
aof the 44th Civll Support Team use chamical
defection paper fo sample a leaking artillery
round durimg & training exercise af Camp
Bianding. During the summer the nsida of
the suits can reach 125 F and up to 100-par-

teams, Hesules
detecting chemi-
cal or biclogical
threais, the 44th
Civil  Suppor
Team was crested
1o sdvise civilian
agencics  during
CMETEEncy oper-
tions, and *facili-
ide requests for
assistance of
pdditional state
and federal assets
b help save lives,
prevent  human
!.IJ"-I:riI'ls., wrwd
mitigale  great
property  dam-
age."”

Civil Support
Team members
are on call 24
hours a day, seven
days o week, and
live within 35
miles  of theis
headguarners  al
Camp Blanding. The members always keep
pockod bags 1o dephoy al & momend's nobice.

"It 1s an immediale response posture ... I
creates a lot of challenges, but it really
shows the commitment of he tcam mem-
bers,” Spengler said,

Early Iast year the unil receivied extensive
traming in areas of chemical, blological and
madilogical mnferials, as well as courses on
emergency management and medical treat-
menl ol Fort Leonand Wood, Mo, The d4th
Civil Support Team met the schood’s certifi-
cation requirements December 2001 and is
pwaiting  wnit  certification by  the
Department of Defense,

Capt. John Wikson, survey team leader for
the 44th Civil Support Team, said his unn
ummes a wide range of low and high-tech
devices — including the Intest military hard-
ware and commercial off-the-shell equip-
ment - when performing their missions
Thad inventory inclodes a two-person all-ler-
rain vehicle with mounted chemical detec-
tion alarms, Team members encapsulated in
themr profective suits can e the vehicle o
quickly enter and depant neasly any scene of
contaminatbon.

At an incident site the team has the ability
i sample amd dentify everything from
nerve and blister agents, 1o deadly biological
dipeases like anthrax while other sinte-of-
the-art equipment can quickly identify other
types of agents.

"These team members only have one hour
of air on their backs,® Wilson added. "So il
we can ged them as quickly as pessible 1o the
mcident sibe, thai gives them more work
time on the e
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Fort Mose: A diversified past

By 1sf LL Steve Alvaras
Flerida Kaboral Guand Fubls Aftan

The fabnc that comprises Col, Horace
Tucker's uniform is much different than the
one his Florida Mational Guard predecessor's
wore more than 260 years ago, But there 15a
commaon thread that bonds him 1o the sol-
diers of the past, and par-
teularly 10 one of the sol-
dicrs of an old Flonda
post, Fert Mose (pro-
poumced mo-zay ).

Tucker shares similasities |55
with an 18th century offi- |
cer named Capt. Frapcisco
Menendes. Like
Menendez, Tucker i the
commander of a North
Florida military installa-
tion. He commands Camp
Blanding Trnining Site in
Starke, Fla. a sprawling
T2, (00-acre miliary trmin-
ing post where service |
members rom all over the
wild come o hone their
military-akills  Ench yesr
nearly 250,000 troops train
at Blanding.

In 173K, Menender wad
also & commander of
another Morth Florida mil-
ary post bocated in SL
Augustine, scveral miles
cast of Siarke. Omnginally
catablished as Gmcin Real
dec Sonta Teresa de Mose
and later renamed, Fori
Mose was the first free
black commumity m what
it now the Unived Sinies,
aceording to the Mational
Park Service. Black
slavez fled o Moze 1o
escape slavery in Brtish
temritonies and served In
the community's militia

But what links Tucker
and Menendez pocs beyond the positions of
suihority that both men held and their serv-
ice in Flomda's militia - what binds them
more ¢lesely throughout the span of history
i that they arc both Alfican Americans,

I feel very proud and very connéctad to the
leadership and the many accomplishments of
Capt, Menendez,” Tocker said. *1 think his
leadership illustrates whai people of color
can do, if given an opporiumty.”

Bom in Mandingo, Africa, Menendez fled
slavery in the British fermitones and escaped
through Cieorgia o Florida's Spanish occu-
pied lands in 1724, In exchange for emanci-
pation, he joined other blacks in the Spanish

militia and cofverted 1o Catholicksm.  His
commumnity thrived for several yvears uniil the
Hritigh came to Florida

In Moy 1740, Gen. James Ogletharpe,
founder and govemor of the Brtish oolony
of Georgin, marched on St Augustine and
captured Formt Mose. The posl was aban-
dioped withoul resistance (o proteet eivilinns

day," a Britigh saldier who fought ot Mose
wrode of the battle, according o the Florda
Park Service and the Fort Mose Hisiorical

The post was reclaimed and rebualt by the
Spanish (blacks) and prospered until 1763
when Florida was ceded to Bromin by treaty.

African Amencans,

The famed 54ih Massachosetis Regiment,
Tuskeegee Ajrmen and the Buffalo Soldiers
are popular heroes of US, militnry culture.
But Tucker feels that the soldiers of Fort
Mose ane in the saime calegory.

"] think the soldiers of Forl Mose are just
as imporant o

American milltary history s full of notable accomplish-
ments and contributions by African Americans. The
famed 54th Massachuselts Regiment, Tuskeeges Alrmen
and the Buffalo Soldiers are popular heroes of U.S. mill-
tary culture. But some believe the soldiers of Fort Mose

that Hived there.

The former residents regrouped inside the
nearby walls of St Augustine,

On June 26, the mtack known to the British
as "Bloody Mose®™ devastated Ogplethorpe's
forces and caused them to retreat to Geongin,
The soldiers of Fort Mose and soldiers from
o |ocal parrison charged the post in one of the
fiercest battles involving a Florida militia
ani.

Al kength they came on again sword in
hand and eabered the gofe. Al the same times
anather porty entered one of the breaches so
that the forl was at once full of Spaninmds, it
being then about hall and hour before the

Today, although most of the fort has been
reduced 10 oply remnant shell stone founda-
ticms, the battle is 8 reminder of the resolute
cheracter of African American soldiers and
their confribations to the ULS. miliary

Florida's Governor, Don Manuel de
Montiano, wrole shonly afier the batile that
be had "sent out 300 men to make an atlack
on the Fort of Mose ... Our people swepl
over if, with such impetuosity that it fell with
a loss af 68 dead and 34 prisoners.”
According to historical reconds, only two
deen British soldiers survived,

American military history is full of notable
sccomplishments and  contributions by

are In the same category. Florida National Guard lineage
recognizes that the nation's first milila was mustered
under the Spanish flag in 1565 near 51 Augustine, and
that those citizen soldiers were the first Florida National
Guardsmen o serve the siale and the couniry.

America a those
soldiers  recog-
nized in other
armed - eondlics
|hrw5}pu-ul fvii g
history,” Tucker
said. “These sol-
diers demonstmi-
ad their ]n:.'nl.'l.].'
amnd love for our
country, and our
way of life. They
showed that they
were willing  to
i dic to maintain
freedom anid
independence.”

Some histortans
reCognioe that
the nation's first
malifen WS s
tered under the
Spanish flag in
1365 near SL
.l"l.l,.IEI'J!IInE., and
that those citizen
soldiers were the
firsl Flogida
Maotioenal
Guardsmen o
serve the siate
and ihe country.
Robert  Hawk,
author of the
baok, "Florida's
Ammy",  wrote
that Florida's
Spanish militiag,
nidl the English,
would  become
what 15 today
known ns the Mational Guard and ® America’s
oldest militin." History often credits ithe
English colonists with forming the nation’s
first malitias in the early 1600z,

“They are all great patriots. The actions of
the soldiers nt Fort Mose were important
improving the perception of blacks as good
cilizens and very capable fighting men”
Tucker said. "Lenders come in all colors,
shapes, and sizes. That i3 the troe essence of
diversity. Many times the full depth and
breadih of & person’s leadership ability is not
npparent until they are tested under stresafial
situations, This was true back in the day of
Capt. Menendez, and it is still valid today.”
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Guardsmen reach for the sky ﬂl ﬂlllllllﬂill Wﬂﬂﬂl‘ﬂ sSchool

By Masler Sgt. Bob Haskell
WaBioral Guard Bumay

Army 18t Lt Jennifer DeBmiin (el on top of
the world when she completed » Motional
Guard school that is clearly on top of it

BRI,

DeBruin, 25, proved that her heart is bigger
than she s when she finished the two-week
winter course at the Mowntain Warfare
School in northerm Vermont She became
one of its 20 newest recipients of the covel-
ed Rams Head that is presented to graduates
of the winter and summer basic moun-
LRinCEring COUTSES,

DeBruin, who stands 5-fooi-4fi in her win-
ter socks, gradusted from the United States
Military Academy ai West Point in 1999, She
is a Medical Service Corps officer assipned
to the 10th Combat Support Hospital at Fort
Carson, Cole. Now she is among o handiul
of Army women whoe have eamed the dis-
tinction of being mountain soldiers.

Moreover, it makes no difference to this
younger sobdier who conducts the military
trninmg, incloding the Mational Cuard, s
lomg as the training is good.

*1 had heard nothing kit good things about
thiz school,” shrugged DeBruin afier spend-
ing five hoars climbing wp and mppelling
down one side of 4393-fost Mount
Mansficld, Vermont's highest peak, four
days before graduation. "The fact that it's &
Matspnal Cuand schoal didn't faee me ag all

*This wos the most unesual training avoil-
ahle, amd | knew 1 woiild probably never get
g chapce to do it again,” mdded DeBruin
more than four years after completing the

school’s iwo-week summer course m Augusi
1997 when she was o West Point cadet.

That validation by a young woman Ammy
officer is considered important for the only
school of s kind in the eotire Army. The
Mountnin Warfare School based m Jericha,
Vi, has already received a great deal of
naticnal exposure dunng the past two
mianhs becawse it has trained soldiers (o sar-
vive in the Rocky Mouniains before they
began serving in  the mounfzins of
Adphanisian during the new wor against ter-
roridm,

It would scem that the |%-year-old school
that the Army designated a8 ils only trainer
for military mountnincess in 1994 has come
of age. Active Army Special Forces troops
and Rangers as well as Guard soldiers from
Vermonit's own mountain infantry batialion
are regular customiers.

C-SPAN, CNN amd other national media
orpanizations have reporied on or asked
ghout the school's contributions to Operation
Enduring Freedom since Sepl. 11 even
though the specific deiails abowl who the
school trained and where they wemt after-
wards cannot be pablicly discussed to afe-
guard those soldiers and their missions.

"We have had increased requesis to conduisct
special training since Sepl. 11, Some of that
iraining has been for operations in
Afghanistan,” Lt Col, Terry Lambert, the
Mountain Warfare School’s communder, has
guandedly acknowbedped,

Col. Gary Vamey, the Mermont Anmy
Guard's deputy chiel of stafl for operations,
and Lambert briefed the Pentagon press
corps about the school's mission for 50 min-
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Vermont National Guard schooal.

utes on Mov, 20 Vamey carmed the same
mcssage o CNN in Adlania & couple of
weeks lnter.

Mnj, Gen. Marha Rainville, Vermioni's
pdjutant general, Lambent and the school's
entire siafl led media people firom Vermont
atwd - Boaton, Mass., and . Hartford, Conn.,
through a demanding, first-hand look af the
tough winter framing on Jan, 15,

That inchuded spending a few hoars o
frigid, forbidding Smugglers Motch, a stretch
of the Green Mountaing beside Mount
Manafield where, according to local lepend,
bootleg whiskey wad smsggled into the
United States  from  Canada  during
Prohibition.

That is where the students get tested in the
lessons of survival and combat mobility they
have keamed from Mational Guard instric-
fors who are considensd among fhe workl's
prentier mowntaineers, Lamber explained.

Four of them, for example, are the only sol-
diers in the Army certified by the American
Mountain Guides Association, explaimed
Col. Michael Gately, the school's former

.Llrrjr Garner, fmrlj a
Warfare School instructor,
a studenl's performance on
H.m:l'im:f in Vermont while
H lmtl[n Warfare School stu-

vertical ice wall
ng one of his fests In com-
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Photos by Mastor Sgt. Bob Haskell, Naicrul Guard Buresu
Army 1st LL Jennifer DeBruin learned the ways of mountain warfare al the

commander, Two of them were attending an
advanced avalonche mescee cowrse m
Switzerland in January, he added.

Another instructor, Staff 5gi. Bill Pelkey,

holds the US. record for the highest winter-

assend of Mouni Everest, the world's highest
k.

Fh'rl"‘ll:m' school has embraced the Rossian phe-

losophy of small-leam mountain warfare.

“Surprise, resolieness, and audacity play
an cspecially important role i mountaindes
operations,” stated Gen: Yori Maximov,
"Even o small sub-unil can decide the out-
come of n whole battle by unexpectedly
maneuvermng around a defender’s flank or
ummnhuﬁng height ... im mowntn
combai the sub-umits should opermle mbe-
pendently of the main body.”

The training that inchides knot tying, cne-
virsse rescucs and bivouascking in troop tents
dug inle the snow can help all kinds of sol-
ders, observed DeBruin, an executive offi-
cer in the combal support hospital, who was
determined to complete the school.

"I veanted to finish what 1 started as o cadet,
and | want 1o bring this outdoor and cold-
wenther training back to unit,” added
DeBruin who grew up in so Califomin
and who has come to love skiing and snow-
shoeing in Colorado,

She will have much to offer to the medical
soldiers at Fort Carson, indicated Master Sgi.
Stephen Lunna who said DeBruin is only
abowt the fiflth woman to complete the pro-
gram in his 15 vears 43 an instructor.

"Ehe’s one lough Bul" Lunna praised,
"She's doing just great.”

S, It would seem, is the school.

There were somme lean years when the Army
dide't seem terribly interested i moantamn
warfare and cold-weather training, explained
Maj. Gen. Raiaville, an Air Guard officer
whi has become one of the schoel's principal
advecates during her five yvears as Vermont's
adjutant general.

But thot has changesl, she and others indi-
caded, since the Army began rolating pea:vE-
keeping toops into the Balken lands
Bosnia, Kosovo and Macedonia six :.'ﬂm
ago.




