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Varmont Army
National Guard
hbisthlete Lawion
Redman shot a
perfect 10 in
Litah during his
final race before
the U.5. Olympic
trials. For the
compieie slory,
see page 4.

Frigles by Masar Sgi
Bedy Haakadll

Guard-members:
set their sights
on ti’fe gold:

By Master 5gt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guasd Bursau

DALE CITY, Va. - “War and Peace™ was
a literary theme for the Alexsmder’s, &
Virginia Army MNational Gusrd family from
Dibde City, Vo during the holidsy season.

A young woman named Dyjann Alexander
and her father. Leon Alexamder, are on
active duty with their units panicipating in
Amenca’'s new ‘war agansi fermonsm
Virginin and helping to keep the peace in
Bosnia.

They are serving in different outfils ident-
fred by ihe same number, 119, becuuse ihe
dauphier persunded the father 0 join the

Mational Guard il she
conld also get in. You
might sy ihat s daugh-
tef mude him join in
Movember M0

“I'm a Daddy's gird, and
'l achmii it,” said Djann
Alexander with & smile.

She spent about a year
trimming down and shaping up to enlist for
six years in the 22%h Militery Police
Company in Virginia Beach. Leon, who had
previously speni 12 years n the active
Army, poined the 229th Engineer Baitalion
in Frederickshuarg for four years.

Now, Djann Alexander, o 19-year-old pri-

HERO

Medal of Honor win-
ner visits troops.

5

SLEDDING

Female Guardsman
slide into history.

0

vabe, is pant of the mili-
tary police force at Fort
Belvolr, Ya., where
securily has been rein-
forced  considerably
becawse of the Sept. 11
lerrorist stacks.

Leon Alexander, & 44-
year-old sergeani. i
helping to monitor mine-chearing operations
in Bosnia as part of this winder's Multi-
National Division Morth peacekeeping force
headed by the Virginia Ammy Guard’s 29th
Infamiry Division.
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Guarding the
Olympics

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Maticral Cuanrd Bursau

SALT LAEKECITY - A significant
increase in the aumber of Army Natonal
Guard soldiers commitied to keeping the
XIX Winter Diympscs zafe for intematbonal
spectatons, adhleles and others bound for
Ulkah is one way to measune how the Sepd. |1
terrorst altecks have changed life as we
know iL

Mearly 5,000 Guard soldiers from 1% states,
II'I:IIH HES '-.II.' YWY -1 l';ll.lﬂ'ilj.ﬂ I'I.ﬂ.d
Mussachusetis, wre supposiing local, stuse
miied [ederal u.;:nn'n ol the Games in il
ground Sali Lake City during Fehouary,
pocording to Nationnl Cuard officials

Uil will casily contmbuic ihe Hon' s thare
— neardy 1,700 citincn-soldierns.

That i about the mumber of Amiy Guard
troops who were scheduled 10 suppon the
games before Sepl. 11, Sioee then, the
National Guard's part of the missson has
increased nearly three fold.

The Games opened on Feb. 8 and close on
Feb. 24, and organizers vowed they will be
safe and securne,

Security hat become a massive undertaking
for everyons concemead with the well-being
of the 0L people expected w visil the
arca cach day = well os for the 3,500 ath-
letes from B0 nations who will compete in
T medal events for 32 spons, according o
the LS. military’s jomt (Hympec task force,

Anather 15,000 intemational media mem-
bers will cover the events.

The task force is concerned with 14 Joca-
tons that include 10 competition vemes,
athlete residences, a stadium for the opening

See FAMILY on Page 5

See GAMES on Page 4

HELPING OTHERS

Giving life

Florida Guardsmzn
donates a gift of life.
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Public support keepns the Guard strong

Guest

The moming of Sepl. 11 started like any
other day. [t wos unusually warm for early
fall im Minnesotn,

After the first plane hit the World Trade
Center, everything changed. When | amved
at the office that morming, my boss was talk-
ing 1o an official ai the Pentagon abaout a visit
scheduled for the followang day. Dunng thesr
conversation, news of the sirike on the
Pentagon finshed across CHM. Shocked, my
bsonas told his colleague what he wis watching
wifold on television, At first he thought my
boss was joking, bul within mimses the
evacustion of his sscthon of the comiples had
slaried.

It s o day of tagedy. But it was alsoa day
when citizens of the United States of
Amerbca came logether in a way | have only
read about in history books.

Severn] weeks ago | was downlown in my
uniform, laie for o mesting. As | was sprini-
img across the street, the “don't walk™ light
blinked on. To my homor 1 realized the bus
that was stoppod ai the Hight had horched for-
ward — anad | was directly in firont alf it

I remember, in o last, desperate effort,
theowing the driver my most pleading look. 1
was shocked when | saw she had not only
brakied, but had tnken one of her hands off
the wheel 10 salute me. Alhough [ was
embarrasusd 10 be canghl in such a predics-
menl, | was wouched by the gesture,

Even before my ondeal with the bus, about
three wocks afier Sepi. 11, I had o similar
experience. | had just left the office, again in
oniferm, when o man ol o bus slop
approached me with tears in his eyes, jus to
say “thanks.”

These are only a couple cj.n.l'nplcl. of whel

Columnist

Anna

Lewickl

Winrasata
Pubilic AMairs

-

uniformed service members all over the
coanlry, and the world, hive started 10 expe-
rience during the [ several months,

But turn the clock back 25 years. The war
in Vietnam was fresh on everyone's mind.
Milltary men and women walking around in
uniform @t that tme didn’t receive quite the
same response [ did.

Dhiring a recent drill weekend this subject
came dp, | discoversd that a friend, recently
retbred from the Maotional Guosrd, remembers
those post-Vietnum days well.

When he retuned from Vietnam and joined
the Reserves, people would vell obscenities
at him if be was in unifonm.

Even into the 980k, atitsdes were bad.
Around that fime my friend said he was on
tunch break from drill with some friends in
his anit. It was a haot day, so they left the car
window open n crmck while they wenl i (o
grab o burger. When they got back to the car
they discovered people had spil into the car

But aititudes staried improving before Sepl.
11. Ever since the Gull War there hns been a
mare posative feeling towards the millitary.

That is evidenced by the fact that during my
short military career, the worst sltituce | can

recall is indifTerence. But never hostility.

I struggle with this. Mot because | am miol
thankful for the support night now, bl
because it 15 a respect | am sure | do ool
deserve. It was given 10 me by the sacrifices
of people who may have never known whal
it feels ke to hove o siranger om the streei
snap io attention and throw them s salute.

It ix imnyporant for me 10 remember that the
pro-military athitudes | am feeling now ane
pot meant just for me. They are meant for
every uniformed soldier, sairman, wilor of
Muarine who has served. and contimses o
serve, 1o (he active, guand of reserve compo-
nent of the military.

Some sy this suppor is just “in style” pow,
and as the conflict in Afghanistan rages, |
will be repluced with cooler feelings. | can't
say what the future bolds, but | can say thai
right mow, it is o wonderful feeling. This s
an opportunity for the Guand 1o shine, and |
would challenge every one of us 1o use this
bo our sdvaniage, Il & o grest Bme o be n
i fiosin.

Even my retired friend says we should
“enjoy ihis while we can. li's such a relief
from feeling so ill at case. Back then, you
didla’n wand o go anywhere in uniferm,™ he
tld me over the lelephaone,

There were people before us, and among us
now, who fought and died wathoat ever
receiving & “thanks™ from & stranger on the
street. For that reason, | stradghtened up and
returned that bus driver's salute — as | dashed
for safety — and [ told the man at the bas
stop that his support is what keeps me going.

{Edifor's Nafe: Spalor Alrman Anna Lewlek] [

& b of the Minnesohy Nedonal Gisend armd
coniributor o The On Guard )
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In the News
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Eliminating drug use in the military

By Sgi. 1st Class Kathieen T. Rhem
Amarican Forces Press Senvice

WASHINGTOMN, D.C.— If you had visited
& typical military unit in 1983, shout one out
of every four service members would have
usad illepal drugs,

If you had visited the same unit in 199,
about three out of 100 service members
admited o uvsng drugs, Between 1983 and
19498, the (raction of service members admit-
ting to fregueent drg use dropped from 23
percen to 2.7 percenl. Dificials say there ane
many reasons for the drop,

The Depanment of Defense is attacking the
problem on the two fropts of sepply and
demand. Edecation snd deterrence are the
key aspects of reducing demand [or illegnl
drugs, said Andre Hollis, depuly assistant
secrelary of defense for counter-narcolics,

Generally, Holliz explained, the services
don't take every one o court for illegal dmg
use, but most members are not allowed o
remiain on active duty. “That creates, | think,
a stiong determrent (o violating the mules.” he
todd American Forces Radio and Television
Service.

Hollis descnibed educating troops on the
dangers nnd consequences of illegal drag uss
a5 the duty of military leaders. "We as lesd-
erd musl be' responsible for tee bealth and
walfare of our soldiers, sallors, sinmen and
Muorines,” he said.

DoD abwo works chosely with the Drug
Enforcement Administration o halt the flow
of iliegal dnsgs into the country. Hollis
explained that DEA is responsible for identi-
Tying sources of drug production; while Dol
is mesponsible for monitoring and detecting
drug shipmends,

The current war on lerrorism has direct
bearing on the illegal drug trade as well, in
ways that are of panicular concern 1o DaD,
Afghanistan is one of the worlds leading
suppliers of opium — a drug farther refined

inio morphine and heroin.
Drugs that come out of Afghanisian are
shipped primarily to Euwrope, where

Amberican service mesnbers and American
alliex can fall victim to drug abuse and asso-
cinted violent crimes, Hollis said.

“Perhaps more insidious, the pipeline thm
these narco-traflickers wse to ship their drugs
and 1o seel their dmigs &5 also the pipeline
that they use For financing temmorism and
amms  sales, for smuggling illegal alicns,
money and for potentially weapons of mass
destruction, and for abusing women,” Hollis
said, "I's ‘a vile pipeline thai's used for a
wariety of evil parposes.®

Increased wse of the popalar clob dmig com-
moaly called ecsiasy 18 a disturbing trend in
the milfary commimnity os well as among
civilians, "Many people fail 10 realize ... tha

ccsusy is a dangerous drug,” Hollis said. He
cibed stsdics that show even infrequent use
can canse senous impairment of cognitive
functions.

"That's particularly of concern within the
armed forces, where our young peaple are in
charge of and responsible for sophisticated
picces of squipment,” he said.

Army Col. Mick Smith agreed. Smith is an
expent on drug testing in Hollis' office,
"Militury people have a dongerous job,” he
said, “They operate heavy equipment and
use complex integroted computer systems.”

Smith described a recent Johns Hopkins
University stnsdy on monkeys given typical
doses of ecstasy for a three-day period. "l
would be comparable 10 someone bingeing
over u weekend,” he said. Tests showed the
animals had a significant depletion of nerve
cells that produce serofonin — the chemical
im the: brnin that makes ws feel good— o yesr
and n hall later.

“Theres very pood evidence thal even
small amounts of ecsinsy can caile perma-
nenl brain damage,” Smith sald during an
American Forces Press Service inerview,

To combad this rising bealth concem, Dol
is planming o use more sensitive est to
detect ecstasy during routine arine iesting.
Smith explained that active duty service
members must undergo a urine drog est
annually, Reserve component members muost
be tested at least every two years, lie said.

The new test for ecstasy will expand the
“window of detection” the amount of Eme
after a dmg is wsed that it can still be detect-
ed in urine, Smith said. He said all six Dol
urine-teating labormorics should be using the
new eostasy est within six monihs,

Drring 2000, roughly 1000 service mem-
bers tesied positive for ecstasy use and were
removed from the malitary, Smuth said.

Diespile necent comcems over scsiasy use,
marijuana remains the most heavily psed
illegal drug within ihe military. And mard-
junna igm't o “safe” drag either, Smith
siressed. He cited a Harvand University
gudy that shows chronic users have memo-
ry and learning deficits even after they stop
using. "I does have some long-term effecs
on the brmin,” Smith said.

Dl Inboratorses test 60,000 unne samples
each asonth, but it would be next 1o imposs-
ble for & mistaken positive resull to affiect a
service member’ career. Smith described the
steps taken after troops “fill the bottle,”

First, individuoals initial the label on their
own boffles. The botiles are boxed indo
batches, and the test adminkstrafor begins a
chain-al-cusindy document for each baich,
Smith explained.

“This ks u legal document,” Smith said of
the chain-of-custody fom. "Everybody who
has had something 1o do with that sample

signs it = whether it be the observer who
wiiched the person collect the sample, the
person who puts i inio the box or the person
wha takes i out of the box. We have a wit-
ten record of who those indivadials are.”

The chaip-of-cusiody requirement comtin-
ises in the lab as well, People who come in
contact with each sample and what exactly
they do 1o the sample are written an the doc-
ument, Smith suid.

Samples then undergo an initial screening.
Those that test positive for the presemce ol
driags ai this point apdergo the same scrocn
ance again. Finally, those that come up pos-
itive duaring two screening lesls are put
through a moch more specific gas chm-
maiography-mass spectrometry test. This
test can identifly specific substances within
the wrine samples, he said.

Even if a particular doug is defected, if the
lewel s below a eertain threshold, the lest
resuli is reported back io the commander as
negative, “The system is really buili to pro-
icct the service member whose sample is
coming through the laboratory,” Smith said.

DDy Inborstories are equipped to test for
marfjuais, cocxing, ampheinmines, LSD,
opinies (including morphine and  herpin,
barbituraies and PCP. Bui not all samples
are lested lor all of these dnags.

“BEvery sample pets lested foe manijuana,
cocaine and pmphetamines, inclading ecata-
8y.” Smith sald Tests for other dmgs are
done &l random on different schedules for
gach lab. “Some laboratories do lest every
sample fior every drug,” he aldded.

Commanders can nequest samples be lested
for stesoids, Ini this case, the samples are senl
to the (Mympic testing laboratory alb the
University of Califomin af Los Angeles,
Smith expluimed.

Incvitably, someone will try to “best the
test.” Badl, Smith said. common mamors thai
munke the rounds on military hases won't help
you & bik

He sadd comnonly available substances
sisch as polden seal and lasix mre often bout-
ed 05 magical sobstinces thal can mask
drags in urine. In fact, they can make it cos-
ier o get caught. Smith explained these sub-
siances are dioretics, so if they're taken
before giving & uring sample they [Qush
chemicals out of the body - nght mio the
collection cup,

Drugs are often more concentraded in the
urme afler a service member takes one of
ithese subsiances, Smilh sisd,

And other "sure-fire” solutions are even
worse for you, "Some people drink vinegar,
I've even heard o few stores of people drink-
ing bleach,” Smith said. °1 think they wers
probably wormse off after drnking bleach
ithan if they had wsed drugs.®

National Guard
names top ESGR
representative

ALEXANDRIA, Va. - The Army
Mational Guard named its fop Employer
Support of the Guard ond Reserve rep-
resendative during recent 2000 Chiel™s
Strength  Maintenance  Awards
Conference held in Alexandnn, Va

Major Tracy L. Seitle, executive
directar aof the Sowh Dakota
Commitiee for ESGR, was recognized
a8 the ESGR representative who has
meside the preatest single impact devel-
oping and Improving employer rela-
tions with the Armyy National Guard
Settle is the first recipient of the awund,
which was created this year,

Settle serves as the sisle legislative
ligison for the sdjutoni penéral of the
South Dakota MNational Guard and as
commander of the Stste Headquaners
Detachment. He has served as execy-
tive director for the Sowth Dakoda
ESGR commitiee since August 2000,

As South Dakotn’s ESGR execative
director, Settle has been sctive in all
aspects of the commitee He devel-
oped, planned, and executed more than
six major bosslifis ot the |ocal, stape,
and national levels. He developed and
presenied ESGR briefings to mre than
S50 civic, government, and military
organizations, He worked with deploy-
ing umits and mdividoals o ensure that
ESGR jssues were handled quickly and
fnirly,

Settle is actively working with the
Governor's Burean of Pemonncl, the
Siste Association of School Boards, the
State Board of Regents, the South
[kakota Municipal League, and
Chambers of Commerce across the
stabe to provide incentives and benefils
i reservists and guandsmen during this
period of increased mobilization, He is
also working o introduce legislation
this year in the sate legislature (o adopt
the Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act as the
misdel for the state code governing
reservist rights in South Dakota.

According 1o former South Dokota
ESGR Chairman Mae MeCracken,
Setile’s long list of scoomplishmenis
rmade him an obvious candidate for the
pward, McCracken described Seule ns
“a treless advoentor of ESGR (who)
immerses himself with employees and
eimployers ahke in salving problems."

Senle holds a Maser of Science
Degree form the University of Southern
Califomin.
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Utah
Guardsmen
play big role

in Olympic
security

By Master 5gi. Bob Haskell
Matioral Gusrd Buroau

SALT LAKE CITY = Army National
Cuard soldiers, many belonging to
Utah umits, make up & large part of the
U.S. military’s expanded Winter
Obymplc security suppon force for the
Salk Lake City Games in Febraary,

The Department of Defense agreed to
provide nearly 4,000 woops 10 help
law enforcement apencies provide
security for the imiemationnl field of
athletes and spectators thay attended
the Giames which began on Feb. 8.

About 3100 will come from the
Mational Guand, stmted Col. Frank
Cirass, chiel of the Army Guaard's
Operations Division in Arlington. Va.

Thut is more than three times the
1.500 troops slated 1o support ithe
security force before the Sept. 11 fer-
rorist attacks, it was  recently
anpounced,

“The post Sept. 11 request will
increase the total Department of
Defense suppart (0 approximately
4.900 troops with the majority from
the Army MNational Guard,” Girass stai-
e,

The troops will provide aviation, mil-
itary police. logistics and public affairs
suppon for the event.

Utah ond Army Guard officials from
many odber stales, working in conjunc-
tion with the Olympics Joint Task
Foree and the Mational Guard Burca,
hurve identified the troops who will be
on duty for 35 1045 days

They will serve at Olympic venues
and sctivity sites from mid-January
until the end of February, Grass said.

From Page 1

Ripley unit serves community

By Master Sgt. Charles Farrow
binnessoin Army Mational Gusnd

CAMP RIPLEY, Minn. - While the 434t
Main Support Batalion, headquariered ot
Comp Ripley, has the miliary mission of
supporting the 340 “Red Bull” Diviskon, it
also provides a wide mage of supporn to the
civilian commaunity,

“We provide combal service support o the
Divislon,” said Lt Col. Charles Porins, com-
mander of the battalion. “Food, waier, Tuel,
transportation and medical support - we
have a spectmm of pobs from the supply guy
1o the surgeon.’”

In fact, the 434 ix the lurgest bartalion in
the sinte, with o required sirengih of 917 sol-
diers in 54 carcer fields. The headquuriers,
Charlbe Company, and Alpha Company are
located s Camp Ripley. Other companies
are located in Duloth, Long Praire, 5i
Cloud, Ausiin and Cotsage Grove, Abouwi N
perceni of the soldiers in Charlie Company
work full time ot the camg.

The 4341 is recognized as the best out of
glght main suppon batialions in the entire
Army Mational Guard. The Naotional Guoand
Bureau locabed in Ardington, Va., determines
this ranking after reviewing the quanerly
unil stafes reports from each of the batal-
jons.  Special emphasis s placed on unit
strength and job qualification.

“Becnuse the batalion performs mainte-
nunce on Goard vehicles and provides trams-
portation, tnx dollars are saved and soldiers
benefit from the tining.” said Parins.

“We drove 16,000 miles withowt an acci-
dent last year,” said Parins,

oo call, we haul® is our mobio,™ said
Capt. Rhonda Evenson, baitalion intelligence
and operations (ficer, In Pine City, a tank
had broken down and needed o be trans-
poried inio own (o compound where i
coald be safely secured. Soldiers were called
sl home, they responded, and were back
Camp Ripley by micnight,” she said.

“In Long Praife & person with Down
Synchrome was missing. The shenfl request-
ed help with the search.  If happened o be
our drill weekend when we got the call,” said
Evenson, “We sent 45 soldiers (o assist. He
was fowndd later in the week and retumed o
his home,”

Evetson sail that when the Linle Falls
librury was refurbished, the unit moved all
the books and fumishings out and then back

in after the work was completed.

The battalion has the capability of purifying
water, she sald. As pant of the annual
Momison Coanty Water Fesiival, “Water
icams set up a waler purification display and
brael high school stidents on hor it works,™
Evenson said.

During Camp Ripley's Community
Appreciation Day, "We et up equipment
displuys of & wrecker, mobile kitchen truiler,
and a fuel mnker,” she added.

During the major fooding of 1997 and
2001, the baitalion provided much of the
needed support, Last April the battalion
trmnsported two  Armored-Yehicle-Lounch
Bridge vehicles 1o Oakpont Township north
of Moothead: ‘When rising floodwaters
threatenad to make the area of 150 homes an
jslan, cast-alinnimum S0-food long bridpes
were then mstalled. T helped save the
tova,” sald BEvenson.

Most recently, Gov, Jessie Ventura called
an the Guaard 1o proviile suppon o the slale
hospitals during the swbe emphoyee strike
List Fall. The Main Suppor Battalion's med-
jcal unit assisted in the Minneapolis-56 Paal
metro srea, while other soldiers were called

Precko by Sgi. 19 Clnss Jarmes Walies
Minnesata Army National Guard soldiars transport a8 “casualty”™ o a field hos-
pital during Operation Bive Devil,

to Duluth, Austin and central Minnesota,

Spe. Janelle Johnson served at the Brainerd
Stale Hospital where she belped work with
the vulnerable aduls,

“] was really nervous but 1'm o glad [ got
the opporunity W da " she said, 10 really
shows how lucky you are.”

Johnson has worked full time for the Guand
for the pasi iwo years. Currently she works
a8 & supply specinlist issuing soldiers their
uniforms and equipment. 1 always wanted
to be i the Anned Foroes,”™ she said, "1t was
& dream of mine. | lalked 1o 3 recruiter, he
explained the benefits, and 1 joined.”

That was almost four years ago. Now, o age
20, she is married and o mother of a 6
month-old daoghter, She enlisted during her
Jumior year st Little Falls Commumnity High
School, did basic training st Fr. Leonand
Wond, Mo, thal summer, then completed
her advanced individual training & Fon
Jockzon, 5.C., after graduating.

1 really like it here,” she said. “The oppor-
tunities and leadership are really great
They're always helping oat.”

And, o too is the 434%™ Main Suppor
Bartalion ready 10 help out.

Games

and closing ceremonies, and the Olympéc
Meidsls Plaza,

The division of labor has the Utal National
Guard and the Najonal Guand Buresu over-
socing ihe troops and other stale personne]
responsible for the enhanced security. The
Joimt Task Force-Olympics is coondinating
and executing routing suppon for the Games,
“Security has always been a high priority in

preparing for the Games, The events of Sepl.
11 have only strengihened our resolve io do all
we can io make the gumes safe.™ stabes o
command messages from the ek foree that is
based @t the Uhiah Nationnl Guand's stabe head-
quaners in Draper, south of Salt Lake Ciy.
“Security plans for the Gumes have been
going on for mamy years. They were good
plans before Sept. 11, and they mre even betler

‘. e s Guann

plams today,” the task force added.

Mational Cuard roops will provide support
for physical security, aviation, explosive ond-
nance disposal, logistics and public affairs.

They will began to amive in force about two
weeks before the Games.

More than 2,000 Guard soldiers, as many as
2.500 pre on duty st the Games every Jday
through the cloging coremonics.

Here's why the National Guard is so heavily
engaged

“Dhae to the laws of thiz country, active-duty
militnry personnel sre not allowed io perform
law enforcement activities,” Dlympic task
force odficials explained. “Cmly soldiers under
the direction of the stale Mational Guard and
the sisie govemnor may fake pant in low
enforcement activities.”
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Medal of Honor recipient visits National Guard in Bosnia

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
FMidiong! Guard Buredu

TUZLA, Binin = People sought out Alfred
Rascon everywhere he went in Germany and
Bosnin during o recent visit. They wanted o
talk to him in Tuzla, 1o shake his hand, to be
photographed with him. They wanied to be
near him - if only. for o few moments -
because he wears the Medal of Honor.

That goes with the territory of being hailed
ns an American heoo, a holider of his cous-
try's highest militnry awnard, Rascon has
learned since former President Bill Clinton
placed the medal around his peck nearly two
YCurE Bgo.

Therefore, if people want o meet him,
Alfred Rascon has a few things o iell them:
aboul serving their country; aboul giving
sinmething back: about the chance Lo schieve
excellence in the military; about being in the
Mational Cuard.

The medal has bocome the means to his
message, Rascon demonsirated many tmes
during the few days be spent with other civic
leaders from Maryland who visited MNational
Ciuard troops serving in BEurope this winter,

"The Army aught me discipline, integrity
and honeaty,™ he told them. "1 gave me the
chance to go above and beyond what was
expecied of me as 4 kid from Southern
Califomin. The mililary judges people not by
their religion or the color of theer skin bt by
the pedommance of their duties. Milidary
seivice b whit you make of it*

He is 56 years-old and the director of the
Selective Service System. He is & captain
new 1o the Disirict of Columbia Asmy
Mational Guard. Thirty-five years after
nearly being killed during the sction in
Vietnam that eamed him the Medal of
Honor, Alfred Rascon clearly has people’s
mitenion.

“Thee Muational Cuard gives me the opponi-
nity to continue serving my country and to
give something back” added Rascom who
wias swom in last July, 17 years after finish-

From F:._'|H-I_ 1

kg @ touar gs an Army laboa officer in
Panama.

“Being a citizen-soldier is an honorable
profession,” he instited] n Bosnia “These
Mational Guard people are leaving behind
their livelihoods and their families 1o serve
in the cause of freedom for another coantry.
I want pecple 1o undersiand that, | consider
mysell an homest broker becanse I've been
thesre and done that.”™

Doing that nearly cost Rascon his life while
using his body o shicld wounded soldiers
from grenades and automatic weapons fine
during an enemy atack north of Bien Hoa on
Merch 16, 1966, He wis adminisiered last
rites because he was so badly wounded.
President Clinton presenied Rascon the
Medal of Honor on Feb, 8, 2000,

The U5, Senate confirmed Rascon s (he
10th directior of the Selective Service System
last May after President George W. Bush
nominated him and after be had spent five
years as the agency’s inspector gensrml.

Rascon oversees the system that registers
min |8 to 25 years old for the military drafi,
should it be reinstated, The system registers
an average of IB.000 draft-cligible young
men every week.

About 200 full-ume employees, incloding
16 military officers, work al the national
headquariers, at o daia management center in
Palatine, IL, and st three regional headguar-
iers in NMlimols, Georgia and Colorado,
Another 450 wraditionnl members of  the
National Guard and Reserves are assigned 1o
Sabective Service posts acposs the country,

He wis born in Chibeahien, Mexion, and he
moved 1o Californin with his parents when
he wais 4 young by,

He laughs ar the krony of being wid he had
to register for the dmafl in 1967, after getting
his parenis” permission 0 pun the Army
when be was just 17 and afier hobbling home
from Vietnam. He became on American citi-
zen thal year,

Rascon has also held Department of Justios

positions with  t Immuigration  and
Matoralization Service, the
Enforcement  Administration,
Internationnl Crinunal Police Orgamization
during his 38 yvears of federal service,

“He is an excellent public speaker and he is
i valuable spokesperson (o externad audi-
ences ms well as & motivator for National
Giuard troops,” sald one scquaintance of the
man whi has served in all three Army com-
ponenis,

Rascon served in the Army Reserve from
1966 1o 1967 before eaming his commission
ak Fort Benning, Ga., in 1970 and reluming
to active duty and 1o South Vielnam for a
second foar as a military advisor,

It was during his first tour, bowever, as an
enlisied medic in the 173nd Airbome
Brigade thai he performed the hemic deeds
that initially eamed him a Silver Swr and
ultimately the Medal of Honor,

He saved two wounded soldiers during
Dperaion Silver City. He shielded their bod-
ies for 10 hellish minetes after his reconnais-
sance platoon was hit by intense enemy fire

wnad

Army National
Guard Maj. Gen. H.
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coined Madal of
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Muiti-Mational
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the American sec-
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while memlorcing a
battalion that was also under ansck.

Rascon carriod pmmumnition o one machine
gunner, He recovered another machine gun
s it would not fall o ensmy hands and
gave il o another soldier who helped dnve
ofl the encmy.

Thamigh shet i o hip and bleeding from
numerous other wounds, Rascon cared for
oither soldiers during and after the atiack and
refused treatment until he was put on 8
medevac hellcopler,

“This man gave everything he had, otierly
and sellessly, o protect bis platoon msles
and the nation he was still pot et a citizen
of,” praised Clinion as he presented Rascon
with this country's 3,42Mh Medal of Honor,

Rascon is still upholding his adopted coun-
iry's homor.

“We are the United States of America.” he
said. “We have always been able bo step up
to the plate when no one else has stepped up,
We'ne the country sther countries want when
they peed help. And that's the nght thing o
do.”

Family

In another twist of fate, the daughter under-
wenl her basic fraining and military police
iraining ai Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., this
year, The father did his basic training af the
same Missoar post in 1978,

“1"'m really prood of her becamse she st 4
goal for herself, and then she accomplished
it,” said Leon Alexunder at Eaple Boase near
Tuzla. Bosnia.

“5he challenged me io jon if she could lose
enough weight 30 she coubd enlist. She kept
after me until | agreed,”

“1 would have done this anyway, bul my
futher pushed me & lob,” said DHann aboul ler
decision to jodn the Guard (o help ber go o
college. “Dad abways tokd me it"s a good
thing if you can get someons clse io pay for
your school”

Djunn is the thind of foor children in the
family of Leon and Dinnn Alexander. That

family"s life has certainly been changed dur-
ing the year since father and dapghter enlisi-
ed 1o serve for & weekend each month and a
couple of weeks cach year.

Leon has pui on hold his civilian job as n
wiles representotive for a business machine
firm in Springlield. Va. to spend a few
muoiths in Bosnia

He helps momitor the local people who are
clearing the lamid of deadly mines, which
were pul in place dunng the ethnsc wariare
in the 1990,

Djann has taken leave from (Nd Dominien
Undversity in Morfolk whene she completed
her first year as a mursing student and Army
ROTC cadet lasi May before reporting for
basic and military police training in
Missouri.

She retumed o Virginia on Sept 21, she
explained, and then was ordered 1o repon

for active duty with ber unit on Oct, |, She
pulied security doty st National Guard
installations in Ardington, ¥a., before being
seni 0 Fort Belvoar, Va., where she antici-
pates spending the next vear.

“The fact that dad was sent 1o Bosmia both-
ered me mone thin being called up (o serve
close to home," sabd Djann who nonetheless
likes the idea of her father being back i owmni-
form after leaving the Army in 1990,

*1 just liked seeing my daddy o 10 work in
his boots and uniform when [ was younger,”
sasd Diann who recalled living in Germany
twice when her father was a younger soldier.
“Everyihing alwa seemed (o be OK il my
dnd was in his unifomm "

Military life also seems to suil her,

“In high school | was very qubet and timid,”
Djann cxplained. “Mow 1"m more optgeing,
The military has tsught me to sccepd change

and about working with a lot of people.
Those things are pol as siressfol for me as
they used to be. Besides, | would never have
ghot a 9 millimeter pistol or an M-16 rifle in
nursing school.”

“1"m really proud of her independence. She
hax shown she is h’il[ini iy grow up arsd
branch oat,” sakd the proud father,

Although Djann thought “the militery
police feeld would be an interesting chal-
lemge.” becoming a marse and o medical offi-
cer are mmong her long-renge goals,

For now, though, the challenge of a fmther
and his dasghler serving as soldiers s
enough for her family 1o handle, she said.

"We're Christians, and we're & close fami-
Iy,"” Djunn explained.

“We smile to get through difficull dmes.
And we'll get through this”

e s G 5



GUARD CONTENDERS:

By Master 5gt. Bob Haskall
Malisnal Gusnd Buseu

SALT LAKE CITY — Solid nifle shooting
during qualifiers gave Army Mational Guard
soldiers Lawton Redman amd Jil Kroose
good reason to believe they can savor the
Diympac experience ot United States biath-
letes this month near Salt Lake City, Utah.

Redman, from Yermont, shot all 10 of his
targets, and Krause, from Minnesota, hit nine
of her 10 during the Liah Winter Games®
sprint bisthlon that was bheld on the same
Soldier Hollow course where the world's
best binthietes will moe and shoot during the
XIX Winter Dlympics.

Rediman finkshed second in the LS. men’s
open 10-kilometer mce behind Jeremy Tecla
of Vermont, another Army Guand soldier
whi is aleo considered a top conbender for an
LS. Olympic berth.

Krauss won the women's open T.5-kilome-
ter evenl abead of the Army Guard’s Andrea
Mahrgang from Mionescla and 1993
Olympian Deborah Nordyke from the New
York Ajr Guard,

It was crunch time on the bigh desen snow
for the bisthlétes. It was the final rece m
which Olympic hopefuls could compete, and
qualify. before the LS, tninks began on the
same open, hilly course four days afier
Christimas.

“I'm shooting betler than ever. This is the
first time I"ve ever cleaned (hit all of the tar-
getn) in this formsl,” said Redman who skied
the 6.2 miles in 25 minudes, 8.4 seconds. He
did mwot have to ski any of the 150-meter
penalty lnops that ane mandatory for missing
iargets.

Teela, who skied two penaliy loops,
nonetheless won the race in 24:41.9,
“leremy won because he's sich a strong

Phatos by Master Sgt. Bob Hashell

Vermont Army Mational Guard biathlete Jeremy Teels oul-skied the field and won he men’s open sprint during the

Litah Winter Games.

skier,” Redman observed. "l just have o
repeat this performance in the trals, espe-
cially the shooting. Good shooting and good
sking is what it"s all aboui.™

"My shooting i good here,” sabd Krause,

]

Al-Guard biathlon coach Art Stegen:

they need lo be.™

‘J#dntﬂur?;-ﬂpriﬂrmuehm

whao finished the 4.65-mile women's course
in 23:45. 1. “1 still need to woark on my ski-
ing. but that will be where 1t needs 10 beé 1 a
couple of weeks. This has spiked my confi-
dence for the trinls,” added the 23-year-okd
woman who got seriogs about bisthlon n
1950,

Twenty-four Mational Guand binthletes
have qualified for the irials, and Am Sicgen
figures that five or six of them could claim
places oo the U5, feams of four men and
four wamen.

Stegen, 55, kv the bead coach of the All-
Mational Gueard team, and his hardy come-
plexion, gray halr and trim physique identify
him as a veteran of the winler sport thit
combines cross-country skiing with dfle
marksmanship.

He coached the U.S, team during the 1980
Winder Gumes ai Lake Placid, N.Y. He roced
on the U5, nutional team for six years, and
lee conched that team from 1978 1o 1981,

Teela and Redman are skiing for the men’s
pational team this winter and are members of
the Army’s Warkd Class Athlete Program.

Krause and Mahigang are on the women's
pational leam as s Krnsting Sabasteanski
from the YVermom Army Guard, ancther

i O Giss

1998 Olympian who competed in Nagano,
Inpan. Kruse competes for the All-Cuaund
team. Mahrgang and Sabasteanakd are Army
wiwld class athletes,

All-Guard men Jacob Beste from
Minnesota, Jesse Downs from Vermond, and
Russian-barm  Sergel  Yinogradoy from
California are other Olympic contenders as
is All-Guoord woman Kara Salmela from
Minnesotn, Stegen said.

“lill Krause is looking mighty good,” ndded
Stegen. “Bat | think they're all pretty much
where they need to be.”

Two other former Olympians, Curtis
Schreiner from Mew York and Dan
Westover of YVermont, can hardly be counted
oul, Stegen sarmnised. Schreiner has eamed
spots on the last fowr ULS. teams, and
Westover made the *98 wcam.

Prondyke and Schreiner are mamied.

"Curtis Schreiner i3 just & lough competi-
tof. He has a way of rising (o the oceasion,
whatever it may be.” Stegen explained.

“Mow il"s 3 head game,” he added afler the
Dxec. 15 race, “They're testing esch other's
thought processes, They're feeling each
other out before the rriaks."

Germany, Norway and Russia are consid-




ered the CHympic biathlon heavyweights,
bat the LL5. team will have the home course

mdvaninge,

Thrgg'mpic binthlon cowerss, as well as
the cross country skiing course, beside
Hebser City winds over a series of open,
rolling hills a1 the base of the majestic
Wasgich Mountaing in oxygen-thin air
aboqit & mile above sen level, That puts 1t
near the upper limit allowed for Olympic
competithon, Stepen said.

*I's extremely difficult,” said Redman
“The climbs are short and steep. When you
leave the rifle mnge, you're climbing for
wo minutes without any nesi.”

“The altitude can be pretty tough lor poo-
ple who are not adjusted to " sad
Sabasieanskd. “We're med o it becams
wi"we heen training bere."

And epough people bove trmimed hand
endugh o make earning a spof on this
yvear's ULE. teamd o8 kard as ever, she
mdddedl

“There were seven compelilive women
whao tried out for the team four years ago,”
Sabasieanski recalled.
“Thuunm-mwﬂn;n:rwhnm
win on any given day.”

Jill Krause was one of the National Guard
hathletes who felt a ot beter nbout their
Clympéc aspirations after Dec. 15, proved
1o be ber day.

Krnuse will be one of two aliemates for the
women's  team, and Vermont Army
Guardsman Dan Westover will one of the
men's ulternates.

The 25-year-old Redman dominated the
men's trials during his second year on the
national team. He won the H-kilomeler
race on Dec. 29, the first day of the trials,
and capped off the week by winning the 10-
kilometer sprint in 26 mimates, 50.5 seconds
afler missing just one of 10 largets.

°I hsll two great races and two mediocre
rces.” sald Redman who moved from
Wermont to Heber City in the fall of 2000 1o
irain for the Sali Lake Ciry Games,

Making the team was harder than he had
expected,

"People who youa didin't expect to be strong
early in the year came together and did real-
Iy weedl inthe irials,” Redman observed. "MNo
one knew what wis going 1o happen wuntil
wie raced toduy. This was & real fight.®
Wictories in the men's amd women's sprints
on Dec, 30 helped Teeln and Nahrgang lock
up their first Olympic team berths. Salmela
iced her spot by wamning the women's 10-
kilometer purswit race on Jun 2, following a
two-day break bn the trials,

1 believed last August that | could make
the team if | could just hold it legether in the
irials,” Salmels said.

The team members and cosches

Her victory in the Utah Winter Games boosted Minnesola Army Natlonal Guard biathlete Jill Krause's confidence

going into the U.5. Olympic trials.

will continue 1o size up the international
competilons (hey will face in Pebruary dur-
ing two World Cup biathlons in Germany
this moath. Although this is considered the
fastest leam the US. has ever sent to the
Olymipics, Germany, Norway and Russia
are considened the class of that Held,

Salmela believes she and her teammutes
will perform considerably betier than in
the past, especially before huge bome
crowds, A reported 14,000, for example,
have already paid 525 and 550 10 waich
the pursuit races, the most popular
bigihlon events,

Teela finiched ninth in the 2001 world
sprint championships lnst February in
Slovenia.

"I'm much more experienced this year,”
sl Salmeli who had been & baathlete for
just three years before Mnithing 56t at
Magano four years ago. "It shouldn't be
hard 1o improve on that.™

Living near Soldier Hollow, and siaying
pwny from Salt Lake City, during the
Games will help keep the binthletes
focused, predicted Nahrgang

We'd miher have good results,” she said,
“than the overall Olympic experience.”

Lawton Redman turned in a strong perfomance durfng the trials, striking all

ten targets.
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Guardsmen keep peace alive in the Balkans

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Natbonal Guand Burcas

TUZLA, Bosnin - Army Mutional Guand
troops from Virginia, Moryland and many
others have experienced the war and ihe
peace of Amerca’s military commitments
since deploying to Bosnin last September for
this winter af NATO pescekeeping duty.

They have engaged in the United Stares’
new war agaanst femorsm by helping W
break wp & suspecicd suicide temmor atiack
mimed of Eagle Base near Tuzls, the LLS.
hendguaners, by Muslim extremisis believed
1o be affilimed with Osama bin Laden’s al
acda network.

They assumed command and conirol of the
peacekeeping efforts thai are keeping
American forces in the Balkans for the sev-
enth straight year, since troops first crossed
the Sava River in December 1995,

It was; in short, been a busy sutumn for
members of the Virginia-based h Infantry
Division, led by Maj, Gen. H. Steven Blum,
that deployed its headduarters (o Europe for
the first time since World War Il to com-
mand the multinational force in the
American sector for six months beginning
Oct. 5.

“The pescekeeping mission has  npot
changed, bul we have revisited everything
involving force protection,” said Maj. Dvew
Sulling, & dividion spokesmon, about the
impact in Enstern Europe of the Sept. 11 fer-
rorist  nitacks against New York and
Woshington. “Things got very busy, very
fast.”

Twenty-nine civic leaders and four civilian
mewspapermen got that message loud and
clear during a brief visit in Movember's final
wieek,

Maryland organized the post-Thanksgiving
trip because 269 Guard soldiers from that
state mre pari of the 10th Stabilization Force,
explained Maj. Gen. James Fretterd.
Marylands adjutant general,

The 29th, nicknamed the “Blue and Gray,"
i the second Natopal Guand division io
command the Multinational Division MNorth
in the American sécior, The 49h Armaored
Divigion from Texas hoad that job from
March to October in 2000, Fretterd believes
it is important for National Guard troops 1o
be part of the action.

“Ii's like being on the Baltimone Ravens or
the Oriales. You don't waml to sit on the
bench,” Frettend observed. *You wand o get
i the game.™

The civic leaders included corporie chiel
executive officers, state corrections officinls,
college professors, o clergyman, and Medal
of Honor recipient Alfred Rascon, director
af the federal Selective Service Sysiem.
They leamed firsthand how the National
Guord has become part of the LS, miliary s
first string.

The Sept. 27 nighttime raid by Task Force
Courage af the Visoko Airfield in the
French-controlled southeastern sector was a

case in podnt. Infantry troops from the active

B motw

Armmy's 1ith Mountain Division al Fon
Drum, MN.¥.. ond from the Virginin and
Texas Guard tock down the target, an adrpon
hanger, one weck afler arriving in Bosnia
and eight days before taking chasge in the
Aumerican sector,

The Muslim sympathizers were believed 1o
be planning & chemical or biobogical aftack
gainst U5, forces in Tuzla, explained Blum.
“We went in and pot them,” he sdded.

Virginia Guard troops secured the area
mroamd the hangar. Texos troops forced their

nctive Army soldiers,

Four more Guard divisions, based in
Pennsylvanin, Kaness, Minnesota and MNew
York, are scheduled to command ihe peace-
keeping forces in Bosnia for two-straight
years beginning sext October afler the
Army's 25th Infaniry Division in Hawaii
pulls & six-month rotation.

That means that many more American
employers will have to sdjust 1o the lempo-
rury loss of workers, such as corrections offi-
cers, who are not casily replaced because
there ig not enough time (0 trein new people

| il

Photo by Master 551, Bob Hasked

Civie leaders from the United Stales visifed with Bosnians and Army National
Guard troops with the 29th Infantry Division, who are deployed on a peace-

keeping rotation in the Balkans.

way in by driving a Bradley Fighting Vehicle
through one side of the bullding. The 10th
Mountain saldiers, who gpecialize i urban
warfare, searched the building and scized
ilbegal weapons.

Subsequent operations connectad with thai
roid incleded the wrrest of six Algerisn
nationals with known thes (o bin Laden and al
Omeda. the civic leaders were iold. Bosnian
muthorties extradited five suspecis (o
Algeria, The other, o known associale o one
af bin Laden's senior military advisors, were
detained in an unspecified location.

“They sent a Bradley right through the wall
into the building. and then they ook down
two armed men.” beamed the straightforaand
Blum about the raid that staned the process.
“It was & classic case of how well our Guand
and active duty troops serve logether.™

Mational Guard leaders, incloding LL Gen.
Russell Davis, chicl of the Mational Guand
Bureau, stressed that messape =0 thad civilian
employers will onderstand what National
Guard troops who work for them actually do
when they leave for long fours of duty al
hvme: amd shoosad.

In Bosnia, for example, 4,742 troops from
eight countries, including Russia  and
Turkey, are on duty in the American secior
this winter, OF the 2,672 from the Usited
States, 70 percent belong to National Guand
units from |8 states and 300 come from the
Army Reserve, Blum explained. The rest are

before the Guand soldiers retum 1o their jobs.

About 200 Guord and Reserve members
work for the Maryland Division of
Corrections, which has 3,000 employees,
explained Commissioner William
Sondervan. Many of those reservists have
been activated for the war against terrorium
as well s for doty in Bosnia, he said.

“li"s puiting o strain on us bécouse we'ne
already shorthanded,” be sdded. “We'll pay
£22 million in overtime this year. The call-
iaps make it o finle harder,”

The best solution s to pay overtime o cor-
rections officers amd support staff for work-
ing honger hours rather than hire emporary
help, explained Sondervan who is a retired
Ammy military police officer.

Ronald Huichinson, warden of Maryland®s
1,200 jnmate macimum securnify prison in
Jessup, has o better idea of what Guard sol-
diers do after recently visiting a batened vil-
Inge near Turln.

“What | saw is not what | expected 1o see.”
sabd Huichinson of the village chilled by a
persistent fall min. "My inmates live & lot
better than some of those people.”

That is where people still displaced by the
ethmic war nearly o decade ago are living for
this winter in shell-damaged buildings and in
a complex of 20 new homes buili by the
Dhaich.

Serbs and Mushims lved peacefully wgeth-
er until Serbian forces attacked in May 1992

Muslim forces counberaitacked amd drove oul
the Serbs laier in the same month, and
Muslims moved onto Serbion land.

The Muslim “Bosniscs™ wre farming the
land for their meager livings until ihe origi-
nal Serbdan owners retum, explained an offi-
cer with Finland's highly regorded Civil
Military Cooperstion sinf, That, it is hoped,
will persusde the Muslims o retum (o their
homes, but the relocation process is expecied
o loke many maore years, the ollicer
explained.

The MATO troops, incleding Guard sol-
diers, are making sure that Serh fomilies can
move back to their original homes withoul
encountering the wrath of Muslims already
there.

Sirnilar simations persist throughout the
country, said the Finnish officer.

“I've always supported the Guand,'" said
Hutchinson who has no military background,
“Mow ["'m even mone commited 1o the bdea
thot we have to make it possible for these
Guard people 10 serve their country, I does
have 4 linde impact on the prison, bot we'll
get through "™

Meanwhile, LS. troops are providing secu-
fify &l & mass grave mear Srebrenica where
Muslim remains from a 1995 massscre are
still being recovered, and they are still
uncovering caches of illegal weapons 1o pre-
vent future boodshed.

Cuard soldiers weni after two weapons
caches lasi fall, Members of the 155ih
Armored Brignde from Mississippi seized
ang coche thal included sin surface-io-pir
missiles, anti-personnel mines, und anti-lank
rockets

Others, from the 2Mh Division, were airlifi-
ed to n wopded hill to look for maore
weapons. The hill was oo heavily mined,
however, to be salely searched, o it wis
covered with explosive charges and blown

“Hill 1535 is oow Hill 1521,° Blum
ohserved.

Presddent George Bush has told the
American people that the new war agninst
international terrorism could last for many
years. The same can b¢ said aboat makntain-
ing the peace in the Balkani,

“You have to get the people 1o chamer their
own course,” explained Blum of the differ-
ences thal persist among the Muslim, Serbjan
and Croation cultures. *That won't happen
umiil someone stands op and says “I'm a
Bosnian." ™

American [roops new 1o the country have W
mdjust 1o @ different way of life.

The sowmd of explosions outside of Eagle
Base recently prompied a LL3. quick reaction
force o charge into the middle of = &
Bosnian wedding. The puests were celebrat-
ing the nuptials by throwing hand prensdes,
Blum explained.

Oime prean hsdd bog musch b0 drink and Blew up
his own car, sald Blum who has discovered
what many other Americans, including the
civie leaders from Maryland, have leamed
sinee 19935, “It's an interesting place.”
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New birds

By Maj. Michael McNamara
ook faland Ar Matipoal Gusd

FROVIDENCE, Bl - Christmas came
early 10 the men and women of the 1434
Airlift Wing, Rhode [slond Air National
Cuand, when in December, 2001, they
became the first unit in the U5, military
to take delivery of new 568 million dollar
C-1300-30 “Hercules™ transport aircraft
from the manufociurer, Lockheed Martin.

“You're getting a superb aircrafl, an
extracrdinary, aircraft,” said U.S. Senator
Jnck Reed, D-RI, during the ceremony.
Senator Reed, a8 member of the Senale
Armed Services and  Appropriations
Committecs a3 well 03 a former pam-
trooper with the B2d Airborne Division,
wk instromental in procuring the C-130]-
30 for the 143nd.

“This 15 a tremencdoas Christmas gifl you

Eubmitied phoio
have given us senabor,” sabd Baj, Gen.
Reginald Centracchio, the adjutant
General of the Rhode Island Mabional
Guard, “This aircraft will allow the 143d
Adrlilt Wing 1o remaln a viable foree well
into the 21% Century.”

LS, Rep. James Langevin, D-B.1., was
alio present to congratulaie the 1434
Lapgevin, a member of the House's
Armed Services Commitiee, observed
that “the C-1300-30 definitely provides
service members with the necessary tools
10 get the job done.”

“Welcome to the futare,” Col. Thomas
Haynes, the wing commander. told his
troops, “The C-1301-30 is definiiely the
Mtire of inctical airlifi and s & significant
improvement over the 143rd’s curremt C-
130Es, most of which were produced in
the mid- 1960s."

lllinois’ 66th Infantry Brigade
faces large deployment

By Maj. Tim Frankiin
Iraots Army Nabcnal Gunrnd

SPRINGFIELD, 0l = In a historical
deployment, the Illinois Mational Guord
recently saw the 66th Infantry Brigsde,
which has it's headquaners in Decatur, TL,
quickly deploy 1o undischossd locations
Europe in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Enduring Freedom refers genemlly to LS,
militery operations associsted with the war
on terrorism satside the United Seates.

The 6bth Infaniry Brigade is one of the
maneuver brigades of e
15th Infamtry Division
(Mechanized), and its
headguarters w0 Forl
Leavenworth, Kan. The
G6th Infantry Brigade,
with a total personnel
strengih of aboul 3,500
soldiers, has unils located
throughout Mlinois.

It is estimnted that as
many as 1500 w 1,700

War."

"This activation would
be the largest mobiliza-
tion of [llinois Army
National Guard person-
nel since the Korean

— Maj. Gen. David Harris

lkinois Armmy Mational Guand, there will be
soldiers from Arkansas, Kansns, Kentucky,
Missour and Nebrmska involved,

However, the 66th Brignde is supplying the
largesi contingent of ibhe sk force. The
brigade will provide the task force head-
quaners, which is the command and conirel
element: severnl subordinate batialion head-
QUARETE, OOMMEMOWS MANSuver COmKEnies;
and other specialized task force personnel,
sach as chaplains and Judge Advocates
Cieneral,

Soldiers underwent readiness proccssing
before the holidays and
underwent pre-mobiliza-
thon processing and brmin-
ing prior to deploving o
Europe.

This call to active duty is
part of the partial mobi-
lization auwthorized by
President George W,
Bush following the Sept.
11 temoris: otacks. The
Gith Brgade soldiers are

soldiers will be mobi-
lized for this mission.

“This activation would be the largest mobi-
lization of Mlinois Armmy Naional Guard
personnel since the Korean War,™ said Maj,
Gen, David Harris, adjutani general of the
Hlinois National Guand, "Tn sddition 1o basic
infantry skills, the soldiers are truined in a
varety of 1asks and [ am confident they will
handle this mission in an outstanding man-
e
The the 66th Brigade will be assigned to
U.5. Army Europe and it will head up Task
Force Santa Fe. The mission of the brigade
will be 1o provide secunity and force protoc-
tion throughout the European theater,

The 35th Infantry Division (Mechanized) Is
being assigned the mission o help defend
Europesn installations, in addition to the

initinlly being mobilized
for up o 2440 days.

Individuals called 1o active duty receive the
same benefits and entitbernents as all mem-
bers of the active military. In sddition, the
Guardsmen receive the prolection of ithe
Uniformed Services Employment amld Re-
employment Hights Act and Soldiers” and
Sailors’ Civil Relief Act, These federal laws
ensure that all Guard members have re-
employment rghts afier their towr of duty
and that ather benefits, including & redoced
interest rate on loans and morgages. afier
thetir tours,

The Illinois Army National Guard has
upproximately 10,200 members, and ithe
llinois Afr Mational Guoand has approxi-
mately 3,700 members. It is the ninth
largest state Motional Guand in the nation.

President: Fearless hearts will prevail

By Jim Garamone
Amarican Foroes Press Senice

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President Bush
recently 1old the soldiers of the 101si
Airborne Division st Fort Campbell, Ky.,
theat he can't tell what coarse the war agains
termorism may take, but he is sure of the out-
CONTRE.

*1 believe in the fearless heans of the
United Stntes military,” Bush told the sol-
diers.

Bush was greeted with chants of "USA” and
"Hooahs™ and cries of "Air Assolt® inter
rupted his speech.

He zaid the United Sisizs has made a good
start in the war of termorism. He said 27 of 30

Afghan provinces are no longer
upder Taliban comtrol, and opposition
groups, aided by LLS. special operations
forces have cut Taliban lines of
communications.

“They are on the run,” the president said

But much nemains to be done,

He told the soldbers the war in Afghaniston
ix entering its most difficoll phase, He said al
Cmeda and ihe Taliban stll are in hiding in
sophisticated cave complexes located in
some of the most mosntunous end mugged
territory on Earth.

“The complexes are heavily fortified and
defended by fmnatics who will fight o the
death,” he sabd. "Swecess against these cells
may come nwre slowly.”

Bast, he said, the United States will prevail.
"Our encmy hopes to hide umil we tire,”
Bush said. "But we're going o prove them
wrong., We will never tive, and we will hunt
them down.”

Bush gaid the American military is deliver-
ing America’s message 10 countries acToss
the globe. “We fight the terorist and we
Fight all of those who give them aid.” he said.

"If you harbor termorists, you ane o emonst
If you train or arm a lerrorst, you are § ler-
rorisl. 17 yoo feed or fund a terroriat, you ane
# termorist and you will be held accountable
by the United Seates and our friends.”

Bush, who was accompanied by his wife
Lapra, also thanked military fnmilies for
their sacrifices.

“some of you have loved ones thal nre
deployed — or will sonn be deployed — far
from home in @ war against terror and evil,”
he snid. “Chur nation end the workd ane count-
ing on your loved oncs,

They are making os secure and they are
making us proud.”

Bush told the soldiers that Alghanistan is
just the beginning of the war against termor,

He zaid there are other terrorist organizs-
tions that threaten America and its allies and
there are other mations willing o sponsor
these growps,

"We will not be secore as & nation until all
these threats are defeated,” he said. "Across
the waorld and scross the years we will fight
these evil ones, and we will win.®

- Gum
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The U.5. Army four-man
bobsled team pushes off
for it final qualifying run
at Park City, Lah. Four-
time Qlymplan Brian
Shimer drove the feam fo
& berth on the U.5.
Olympic feam. The Army
feam Includes National
Guard soldiers Mike Kohn
from Virginia and brake-
man Dan Steele from
Oregon and Army Spec.
Douglas Sharp, a chiro-
practic doctor,

By Masler Sgt. Bob Haskell
and Sgi. 15t Class Paul Mouilleseaux
Maticnal Guard Bureau

SALT LAKE CITY = Reliel gave way o resalve for Mathonal
Guand sobfier Michael Kohn and his workd-class LS. Army bolh-
sled leammaies as the new Olympec year dawned in Park City,
Liinh, 25 memories of Sepd. 11 corried over from the year that has
passed

They are relicved becase they have qualified for the UL,
Olympic team and eamed the distinciion as Olympie athledes.
Now they are resolved io win an Olympic medal.

Eohn. a citiven-sobdier 1o the Virgmmia Army Guiard, and 1993
Olympian Dan Steele from the Oregon Army Guard make op
half of & four-inan bobsled team in the XIX Winter Olymipics
near Salt Lake City.

Utah Army Guard soldier Jill Bakken has also made the ULS,
ieam in the two-woman bobsled, & new Clympic event.

"1 feel very relievesl. This has been a long pumey for me,” said
Kohn, 29, who has devoted most of the past decade 10 becoming
one of the world's premier bobsled poshers, He has made the
LLE. Olympic team for the first tme.

“Mow 1 feel like | can take my traiming to o mew bevel,” Kohn
added. "1 don't have 1o worry about making the team anymone,
Ii's going 1o be a matter of winning a medal from this point on.”

Kohn, Steele and Army Spec. Doag Sharp, who is a chiroprac-
tic doctor, fomm the three-man pash team for veteran civilian
driver Brian Shiner who, at 39, has made the U.S, Olympic 1zam
for the fifth time

The Shimer team secured its berth with two solid runs, hining
nearly 90 mph, dunng the Venzon Champion Sencs, the LS. in-
als, on Dec. 28-29 down the twisting Utah Olympic Park irack
that drops 341 feet over eight tenths of & mile.

They were considered underdogs because of Shimer's age and
his 1w knee operations and bechimes Sleele had signed on as the
ieam's brakemaon only about three weeks belore the trials.

“Shimer is & great, greod driver. I'd love for him to finally get an
Olympic medal,” sad Steele who replaced Shimer's previous
brakeman who suffered a back injury.

“We jelbed nght away, From the very first practice, the three of
s had very good timing and our loads were fght on the money,”
nssessed Steele of the teamwork critical for pushing and jumping
i the cramped, sleek sheds at the stan of each run.




Top five head to
the games

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Matisnal Ouiard Bursau

SALT LAKECITY - Army MNational
iGuard soldiers, including two veterans of
the 1998 Games in. Magano, Japan, will
dominaie the United States binthlon team
that will compete in the XIX Winter
Cilympics m February.

Five af the Guand's premier onoss coun-
iry skiers and rifle marksmen = two men
and three women — had secured positions
on the team when the four-day final trials
recently ended ab Sali Lake City, UMah,
The LIS, will send teams of four men and
o womsen into the Obympic hunt,

Vermont Army Guardsmen Lawton
Redman, who won two of the YVerzon
Champbonship Series’ four races, and
Jeremy Teels will be teamed with civil-
ians Jay Hakkinen from Alsskn and Dian
Campbell from Minsesota on the men's
feam. Teels iz also from Alaska,

Minnesot citizen-soldiers. Kara Salmela
and Andrea Nahrgang and Kristina
Sabasteanski from the Vermont Cuard
will join civilinn REachel Steer from
Alnskn, the top-runked LS, woman biath-
lete for the past three years, on the
WOHER's |Sam.

Salmeln and Sabastesnskl are ihe
Caand™s 'Olympic velerans along with
Hakkimen, who also competed in MNagano
Tour winlers ago,

Redmaon, Tecla, Nahrgang and
Sabasieanski are members of the Ammy's
World Class Athlete Progmm and com-
pete for the US. natjonal leam. Salmels
races for the All-Mational Guard biathlon
Lo

This year they will compete on the same
Soldier Hollow course outside Heber City
where the trials were held and where,
local legend has it, ULS. covalry troops
camped in the shadows of the Wasnieh
Mountains while serving outside Salt
Lake Chiy in the laie 1850

“Representing your country a5 o sobber
and an athlete is twice the honor,” suid
Salmela after the three Guard members
representing Vermonl and two from
Minnesnén had earmned the distinction as
Odympic athleies on the smme prownsd.

Sabasieanski locked up her spot on the
final  dramatic day, barely  beating
Minnesota Guoard member JIl Kragee
because of her showing in the sprimi
minute on the final day to make the
feam.”

Ernuse was one of two aliermates foe the
women s team, and Yermont Army
Cruardumnn Can Westover wasl ane of the
men i allernates.

®

iy
-tr""l.r| —
"""If..h_. T

Vermaoni Alr Natfonal Guard Tech. Sgl. Steve Hall: The right wax in the
n'=',|n':|]' conditions will be critical for National Guard troops and WS

hympic blathletes to sk their besl.

8y Master Sgb. Bob Haskall

Maticnal Gusird Buread
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Olympian will have
home-field advantage

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskall

and Doug lde
Matcnal Guard By

PARK CITY, Unh = Every seasoned
athlete appreciates the home-ocourt advan-
e, expecially when o champlosnship is
on the Hne. Utah Army National CGuard
Spe. Jill Bakken is no exception.

Park Chiy, Uinh, is where she lives with
her mother, Peggy Smith, Park City,
Uinh, is where she will compete in the
championship of her life, the two-woman
bobaled, during
the XIX Winier
Olymyrics in
February.

“We have the
home-couri
advaniage, and
we need o take
advaniage of
that,” sand
Bakken wih
willl drive one of
the United
States” two women's dleds during the Salt
Lake Ciy pames whichbegan on Feb. &

Her home count i the Uish Olympic
Park is a twisting, sieeply banked ribbon
of smooth, glare jce thai is eight tenths of
a mile fong and that plunges 31 feet
from: pog o botinm,

The sleck sleds hiv speeds of 80 10 S0
mph and pall four or five times the force
of gravity while carcening through the
lower toms during the nms that last less
than 3 seconds.

Bakken, who competes for the Army's
World Class Athlete Program, is one of
three Army Guard athletes who have
made 115 bobsled wams. Mike Kohn
from Virginia and Dan Sieele from
Cregon are part of the four-man LLS.
Army team piloted by civilian Brian
Shimer.

Hakken joined the Lhah Guard™s 115th
Engincer Group headguaniers in Draper
in March 2000 before becoming an Army
world class athlete,

During earlier time trigls, Spe. Bakken
mnd Army Spe. Shaoaa Rohbock rallled
from a second-place finish on the first
day of the trials (o win the women's bob-
sled competition.

“By the reaction of the two other teams
that carmee chowvn after us, we thoaght they
had won,” ndded Bakken "T was excited.
I haven't been USA 1 for a few years now

-G 1]
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REPEAT CHAMPS:

Texas high school recaptures Guard rifie titie

By Masfer Sgt. Mark R. Whitson
Arkaness Adr NMational Cusrd

ATLANTA, Ga. - Junior air rifle shooters
numbering 22 high school students and rep-
resenting five states competed for bragging
rights as some of the nation”s best young
shoolers at the 1%th Annual Notional Guasd
Buresu-sponsored Junior Air Rifle National
Championships recemtly af the Tom Lowe
Shooting Grounds-Olympic Complex.

The anmual competition was the first year
that the matches included both the Sponier
and Precision classes, Inthe past the maich
was [bmited 1o Sporier class only.

Winning first place in the Sporer Team
class was the North Mesquite High Schoal
Junior ROTC fromm Mesquite, Texas, with o
score of 20893 points. They won the compse-
tition for the second consscutive year.

According 1o Li. Col. Frederick B. Martin,
coach of the North Mesquite team:
“Preparation began at the conclusion of last
year's maich, We sei the goal of winning
the stale championships in the postal match,
and then 1o comes back and repenl as nation-
al chempions, which we were locky enough
1o s this year.”

Eivind Flores, North Mesquite's team cap-
inim, added, “This vear we were seeded sec-
ond, which was a litle different from lost
year, but we've been mentally prepared for
it For quite 3 long time, This is something
that I really wanted (repeating as champi-
ons}, because otherwise the captain from
lnst year's team would hove beld it againsg
m_-l

Second place i Sponer Team competiion
went 10 the Winnsbora High School Junior

ROTC from Winnsboro, La,, with @ score of

2022 poinits. It was also the second-conaec-
utive year for the Winnsbom team to finish
second to North Mesquite High School.
Winning third place in the Sporer Team
glass was the Buckinghom County High
School Jundor ROTC from Buckingham,
Wa., wath & team wolal of 1926 points.

I the Sponer imdividual clxis, Brad Reed,
s member of the North Mesquite High
Schisol JROTC feam, had an overnll top
pgeregaie score of 1136.2 points (o ke
first place among all competitons. The sec-
ond place finisher was loey Stroud of the
Winnsbono JROTC team wiith n score of
11333, a difference of less than three
poinis.

Winning first place in the Precision Team
class was the Ceniral Florida Rifle and
Pistol Clab from Oando, Fla., with o scane
of 2308 points. Second place in Precision
Team competithon went (o the Ashland
Eagles Junior Rifle Club from Chhig, with a
scofe of 2,237 paints.

In the Precision indivicdual class, Joseph C.
Hall, a member af the Central Flonida team,
furned in un overall lop aggregate score of

Oy Gouss

12

1269.7 10 ke et place among all
Precision competitors. James W, Hall was
the second place finisher and trailed his
brother by 21 points with o score of 1248.4

The third place Sponer individual aggre-
gute winner was Eivind Flores, o member of
the Morth Mesquite team, with a 1otal score
of 1119.2, Winning third in the Precision
inddividual was John Dunning [, & membser
of the Centrul Florida team, who had an
aggregate score of 1246.3 podnts,

The matches are organized and conducied
by the Mathonal Guard Marksmanship
Training Unit st Camp Joseph T. Robinson
in Mogth Little Rock, Ark., which has over-
all responsibility for small arms training of

ull National Guard forces natbonwide.

Competitors are between the ages of 14
and |8 and et be sponsored by an Army
or Air Mational Guard unit or an arganaza-
thown, elub ar school affiliated with the
Motional Guard Junior Marksmanship
Fm,ug'.lm.
The championships are the thind and final
phase of the toumament. The first phase is
the state championship and the second
phase ix a gualification round based on the
bop stabe teams. The top seven leams from
each class are then invited 10 anend the
natimnal champbenships.

Teams participating in the Sporter ¢lass
this year inchude: the North Mesquite High

Coirlty phot
An air riffe competitor takes aim as the nation's best young shoolers compeled in the 18th Annual National Guand
Bureau-sponsored Junior Alr Rifle National Championships recently in Atlanta ai the Tom Lowe Shooting Grounds-
Olympic Complex.

Schonl Junior ROTC Rifle Team firom
Texas; Winnsboro High School Junior
ROTC from Louksiana; Buckingham High
Sehoal Jumor ROTC from Virginia.

Teans participating in the Precision class
this year included: the Central Florida Rifle
and Pisiod Club from Florids: e Ashland
Eagles Junior Rifle Club from Ohio,

This yvear |84 teams consistng of 1,320
inddividuals from 44 staies and territories
pamicipated in the program which is intend-
el 10 provide beginning and developing
shooters with an opporiunity o test their
marksmanship ahility in competition with
other funbor shooters



Guardsmen giving gift of life to help others

By Spc. Thomas Kiglbasa
Florida Mationad Guard Pubiic ARairs

WASHINGTON, D.C. — He may i be
Santa Claws, bui Tech. Sgr. John Zabrucki
recenily gave a presenit far more precious
thon anything found under a Chrisimas inee.
He gave the gift of life,

The 36-year-old Florida Air Mational
Guardsman from the 200th Joint
Communications Support Squadron helped
a complete siranger — by simply donaling
bome marrow,

Prior to Christmas, Zsbrocki donaied
phaut 1,000 cubic centimeters of his bone
murmow during o two-and-a-hall-howr open-
tvon uf Creorgetown Liniversity, kmowing
only that his extracted marrow would be
given 1o a 19-year-old woman with Acute
Mylogenous Leukemin

It is 30 cool to be able to help someone,”
Fabroeld makd. =My dad helped everybody
hie could before e passed away, and | guess
it jukt gol ingrained in me.”

Every month mose than 100 “givers” liks
Zabmocki from around the country donate
bone mamow throagh the MNothonal Mamow
Donor Program, or NMDP, The NMDP
registry hoklds screening information on
nearly 3.7 million volunisers willing to give
marrow to patients suffering from leukemia
or other poteatially fatal blood disonders,

=W honst-a bone marrow. doaatkon. the
patient bas & 30 percent chance of recover-
ting froem a stundard treatment,” Zabrocki
said. “"However with bose marrow, and
depending on the type of leukemia, it mises
{the stutistic) up to 50 10 65 percent recoy-
ery”

Like so many other people, Zabrocki was
initislly uncer the fulse mpression that only

“It is s0 cool to be able 1o help someone. My dad helped every-
body he could before he passed away, and | guessed it just got

ingrained in me. "

— Tech. Sgt. John Zabrucki

directly related family members couald
donate bone marrow 10 people in need.
Those assumplions are wrong. As a resall,
Labmucki registered for the Hfe-saving pro-
gram after leaming about it through the
Mational Guard.

“I always thooght only a fumily member
conld donate bone marrow,™ Fabrocks
addded. “1 thowght you could only donabe
bore marmow bo a child or o mbling. And |
diddn’t realize it was a national program,”

Desipite a strong dislike for needles,
Zabrocki endured scemingly countless blood
tcsts before being designaied as a perfect
maitch, Buat, he figured if he coald save a life
it would all be warth ji.

“I"m very phobsc al needles, but some-
times you just have to bear down and do
something you know is for o good cause,”
b zaiel “In the back of my mind | kepe
thinking, "Oh Gaxl. | have to give blood
again,” Once the nurse was laughing at me
because | was cringing and 1 had my eyes

_shut-tight.

“I'm a big haby with needles,” he admit-
teil, “Bat, aside from the peedles amil giving
the blond, it is something so casy 1o do, You
are lierally just lyving ihere saving a life.”

Daring the operation Zabrucki was given
general anesthesia, and doctors msened nee-
iles indo his hipbone to withdraw the mar-
row, Afterwand Zabruckl said the resbdual

pain he felt afier the procedure was worth (e
hie was even ready (o sign up for his nexi
donation.

“It is just the fght thing to do,” be
lnughed. “They said that they would cut me
off after three donations, but 1 will be fight-
ing for the fourth one,”

Rubes of the program strictly forbid donos
and recipient contact for one year after the
comation, but Zabmocki will receive periodic
updates on the stalus ol the palient.

Florida Alr National Guoond Staie
Command Chiel Masier Sgi Susan Shonka
amsasied Lnbrucki in preparg for the bone
mnrrow donation, and is also & past mamow
donor, Her donation five years ago helped
save the life of a 2-year-obd girl from
Pittsburgh who had leakernia,

I didn"t know anyone who had been
thirouigh the donation procets before so it
wis i Hitle scary al first, bist 1 didn’t hesi-
tate,” she said. The girl, now a healihy &-
years-old, frequently comesponds and visils
wiith Shonka,

Slust getting on the reglstry is iking the
first step,” Shonka said. "Chances are you
l:ndght never be calbed, it you i &0 lke,
just for the chanee (o save someoac's Lifie,
And there's po cost involved.”™

Shonks, now o récruiter for the NMDP,
moted twio other Florida Motional Guard
trooge were recently comacied by the C.W.
Bill Young Donor Center bechuse they

i

could be potential marches for marmw
recipients,

“They treat you like a bero,” she said of
the people in the program. 1 sill never be
phle to experience the way they made me
el again,

“That is probably the most special thing 1
have ever done in my life, and pothing will
replace ihat — fi b5 the idea thal vou ang
doing everything you can 1o help o person.™

The NMDP always has a need for volun-
teers and donors. Personmel imerested in
helping with registration, screcning, drawing
blood or publicizing a drive should contact
the Dol Marrow Dosor Center at {B00)
MARROW-3,

Master Sgt. Roger W. Tibbetts

Farpt R Fosva Pobie Ay

‘TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla, -
Chiel of the National Guard Bureaw Li. Gen,
‘Russeil C. Davis visited 15t Air Force and the
rejion’s Mordh Amencon Acospace Defense
Command, or NORAD, with Air National
Guard citiren-airmen working af the air oper-

Dravis, a predidendial appolniee, is responai-
ble for forming and developing policy, plans
and programs for the Army and Air National
Guand. He is also the
senior Mational Gusnd officer, serving as the
Amuy's and Air Force's officinl channel of
commumication with sigie govemors and
adjulants geperals,
included senior operations briefings and an
up-clode look at Operation Noble Eagle and
the important role the Guand is playing in the
miskion’s continsed success.

"We'se got n large number of people
involved in NORAD  and Homeland
defense,” subd Davis. A grand total of about
20,000, both Army Guand and Adr Guard,
o mre directly mvolved in MNoble Eagle™

Davis says the Guord is not only actively
involved with the NORAD air defense mis-
sion, the Cuard is bugy with
the logistics of commmmnications and mainte-
nance af systems used to accamgish the mas-

L0

“Cin the Army side. we are woeking many of
the mations airport andd key facilities security
iisues” said Davis.

“Most folks who have traveled lasely have
seen our Cusrd members oul in arports &8 an
armed, visible presence,” added Davis, “In
sddition 1o that we are guording o pumber of
priority facilites, blolsgical facilities, chem-
ical and noclear, ns well as some bridges and
Tunnals™

The manning ond supplying of Operstion

National Guard chief visits major defense facility

oems ol the Guard Burean, Dnvis sxid.

*The Guard has deployed people und equip-
ment o support Enduring Fresdom, with
shout 20,000 Guard members involved in the
ongoing mission,” he added.

Although his focus s the procurement of
Tunds and equipment for the National Guand
and its sapport of both Operations. Noble
Eagle and Enduring Froedom, Dhavis is con-
cemed for the people who make ibe job hap-
pen for the Guand.

“I'm down here at Tymdall at the invitation
of Mdj, Gen, Larry Amold apd wanted 1o
come here and see what the people at 1s1 Afr
Force were doing, and get & brief update on
the mizsion from their prospective,” said
Davis, “As well a5 to meel some of the peo-
phe and say thanks for u great job they do.”

Duvis sdressed that with an all-volunieer
force wou can't say thanks enough in peaple
fiow wrhat they do.
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Texas Guard delivers a Ilﬂllllllﬂﬂlw blue (and green) Christmas

By Sgt. Tst Class Brenda Benner
100t Mobile Public Aftains Detachrrsant

ALSTIN, Texas - Eager children peer oui
af windows and doors, each hoping o catch
the first glimpse of “Blue Santa.” To their
surprise, they are given toys by Bloe Santa’s
green-clad helpers. Mo, they e not elves
exactly, but they are the most reliable and
enthusisstic helpers Blue Santn could ever
wish for.

Every year camouflage-clsd soldiers and
airmeen from the Texas Army and Asr
Mationnl Guard joyfully help the  Austin
Police Departmenl bring  holiday cheer to
families in need. I's “Operation Blue
Santa,” but with a hint of green.

Oiperation Blue Santa, a moniker that refers
to police officer blue, provides Christmas
dinmers and gifis for families meeding help
during the holidays.

Murganine Beaman, o Bloe Santn board
meember and long-time volunteer, said fonn-
nabely, the progmm has kept up with the
increasing needs of familics,

“We're lucky 1o have =0 many volunteers
from throughout the community,” said
Beaman. “Without the Texas National
Cigard, this could never happen. They take
care of our building repairs, pick up the
donations and are especially vital to our huge
delivery day, Today we accomplished 3,640

deliverses.”

Dielivery day resembles a militnry deploy-
ment a5 rows and rows of camouflaged
trucks and humvees convoy oul from Blue
Santa headquariers,

This milstary delivery force 18 necessary
becauss only a limited number of police cars,
fire trocks, and their crews can be pulled
from the streets.

The program’s first president, Texas
Mutional Guard Sgi. Maj, Benny Aleman,
who joiped Blue Sants in 1975, beams with
pride when talking sbout the parnershap
between the Nutional Guard and other com-
FMURILY Service Organizations.

"The Texas Mational Guand is the backbone
of this organization,” said Alesnan. “Without
them, we probably wouldn't be able to have
Ehis program,”

Aleman said that Blue Sams ks blessed with
a lot of behind-the-scenes help from service
members and their families.

This year, Dana James, wife of Texas
Adjutant General Daniel James 11 is the
organizationfs president.

“She's been involved for years,” =nid
Aleman, “She puts a kot of energy inlo every-
thing she does.”

In some cascs, the Bloe Santa progrm lit-
erally brings Christmas to those [amilics
struggling 1o live day-to-day. Luxunes such
as toys and wrkey dinners are not in their

531:. Orvin Lee of Company A, 44%9h
Aviation Support Batalion belped deliver
Chiristmas year after year. He admits 1o being
bitten by the volunteer bug and experiencing
immense joy when he's helping others. He
said thal many soldiers in his aviation umit
are alvo hooked and that they show up in full
force every time.

The roar of the dicse] engine from Sgt
Lee's truck is enough to excite children half
a block avay. Some of them mn from howse
10 house, hoping 10 gel a peck a1 what Blue
Santn has in store for them when the buge
Armyy “sheigh™ arrives of their own front
door.

Hearng the camouflage-painted rock com-
ing closer brought the Reyes” Tumily outskde
for a better ook at the action, Anthony, the
youngest of three boys, boled down ithe
sidewnlk o watch the soldiers unload boxes
for other families,

“Calm down, Anthony, you'll trip and fall.”
his mother Rence called oal. “He can’t help
himuell” she sald “He's so exciied The
boys are anxiows to-open thelr presents now,
but I'm going o moke them wail oot
Christmas Day.”

From the first delivery o the ast, ihe
Mabionsl Guarnd volunteers realize how much
their efforts are apprecisted.

Ax he led the way for ope of ihe large mil-

iary trucks, Maj, Gen, James said thai he
miced an increased ouiward showing of
syppor from bystanders and motorists,

“Lots of folks were honking, waving, and
maluting as we passed by,” said Jomes,
“There s an increased gense of American
patriotism and pride this Christms season.”

While some families are anticipating the
carly morning deliveries, others are bewil-
dered when ihe soldiers bring the large boxes
fo their doorstep,

“Muony of the familics are nol expecting a
delivery of food and gifts because they were
secredly pominated by somebody who knew
they needed extra belp,” fames added.

St Ist Cliss Linda Varda, a combat medic,
said she relishes the happiness she brings.

“It reminids me that almost everybody needs
a little belp,” said Vardn,

“This is a way lor me o share some of the
good forune and biessings that 1" ve received
when ['ve needed belp, 1 truly belicve that
giving and receiving evolves in cyeles™

For example, Robin McCallion and her
children have donated (o the holiday pro-
gram in years pasi. She recently kst her job
and o o resnll, is enable to share a8 before.
“This is the first year that 1"ve had o sign up
for this program,” suid MoCallon, I never
thought 1 would, I'm so grateful for Blue
Santa. It's wonderful for the children who
have 2o lintle."

Texas Air Guard dominated Air Force One security over U.S. skies

i
A Texas Air Nationa/Guard F-18 prepares fo fake off from the 147th Alr Wing's
base in Houston, Texas. Several fighters flew cover for Alr Force One while it
made its way back to the Nation's Capital.
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By Chisf Masier
Cornmand Chesl, 147t

Bob Anderson
Wing

HOUSTON, Texas = Afterburners blared
as F-16 “Fighting Falcons™ from the 147h
Fighter Wing, Texas Air Mational Guard
sercamed ino thee Texns sky on an inlercepd
coursa, The day was September 11 and the
Texans were fying cover for their former
unit member - now tumed commander in
chiel.

Two jetliners had already slammed into the
World Trade Center. Another was headed 10
ihe Pentagon and as the Attomey Cenernl
would dicclose later: “We had peason o
believe Aar Force One was o targed.”

Even with all the confusion and iniial
mumors, this was no exercise. 11 was not a
drill.

One of the pilogs, recalls the sight &t the
combat ready F-168 approached the target
“Mone of us ever thought we would be seni
on this kind of mission,” said ope pilot with
the call-sign of “Spike”™. “But there it was,
right in front of w."

"I was Aldr Force One and on-hoard was &
foemer Texns Air Mationnl Guord 147th
pilod, former commander in chiel of the

Texns Mationnl Guard and now-Preswden
George W, Bush.

“We had a job 1o do.” sadd enother intercept
team pilot called “Rollo.” "We did it. We are
all giad things went as well as they did.™

From their initial contact point somewhere
over the Florida panhandle the 1471h escon-
ed the president 1o Barksdale Air Foroe Base
In Louisiana, As Alr Force One and pan of
the esonrt teamed landed and refoeled. other
fiphter wings flew Combat Air Patesl over
Shrevepont and Bossier Cily, La,

When refiseled, they swapped missions.
After the president had spoken fo the coun-
try, he stepped back onto Air Foroe One,
Soon they were headed 0 an undisclosed
location. Mot long after, they lamded ot
Offutt Air Force Base in Nebrskn, Once
there, the Texas Alr Guard pilols repeated
more refueling smd combal air patrols while
the president was o the ground. After meei-
ing with wp military and civilian sdvisoms
and developing o planned redponse, the
President headed back (o Wadingion, D.C,
147th pilots and airerafi continoed ihe escon
mission undil they approached Amdrews Air
Farce Base where they were asained by the
Deistrict of Columbia Alr Mational Gieard’s
113th Fighter Wing.




History

Air Guard pi

By Warren Trest
Fowrnar sersor historian. LS. Alr Foros Historical
Resaarch Agency

For pearly four decodes the govermment
denied that guardsmen had fown end fowght
in support of ClA-backed Cuban exibes
atiempting to overthrow communist dictator
Fidel Castro. Their covert role in the failed
invasion became ope of the closely held
secreds of the Cold War ns told in a new
ook, Wings of Dendal, which pays tmbute (o
four Alshama Air Matiosal Guard heroes
wha gave their lives at the Bay of Pigs in
April 1961,

Donald Dodd, & history professor at Anbum
University, and | researched recently declas-
sified documents and interviewed parthci-
pands o finally tell the story of the Air
Cuand's covert mle in the Bay of Pigs and
the book was published to roughly coincide
with the invasion's 40th anniversary,

The Alabama Air Mational Guard got
involved in Ociober 1960 when CIA opem-
tives asked for their help in training exiled
Cuban pilots to fiy B-26 bombers suppoaing
the invasion, Ax the last remaining Air Force
wing o [y B-26s, the 11Tth Tactical
B haan, Ala,
had the expertise that the CIA despernlely
needed. Wing commaonder Brig. Gen.
Ceorge Reid Doster jumped at the opporia-
aity, Doster readily recrulied neardy B0 vol-
untéers._ from the Birmingham and
Monigomery greas jo deploy to secret bases
in Gusiemaly snd Nicarngua to serve s advi-
sors to the Cuban' exiles preparing for the
imvesion,

While training the exiled Cubans 1o fly,
orm, and mammtain the B-26s, the Alabamn
puardsmen regulardy New transpon missions
and performed operational duties along with
the Cuban alrerews. The Alobama Air Guand
did its job well. A top CIA official pmised
the results, reporting on the eve of the inva-
ssan thal the exibe B-26s8 crews were equal io
the best ULS, Air Force squadron,

As the date for the invasion neared, the
gunndumen fMew with the Cuban exiles o
Pucrto Cabezas, a jungle-stuging base on the
Nicaraguan coast to loonch pre-invasion
strikes 1o knock out Castro's air force while
it was still on the ground. During the cardy
morning hours of Apal 15, 1961, the same
day & 1,500-man invasion force sailed from
Puerto Cabegas, pre-invasion air sirikes wers
carried out against Cuban airfickds.

But because of o last-minute strategic deci-
sion made ot the highess bevels, o deciston
wis mnde to reduce the wirike fosce by half
and follow-up strikes to destroy Casteo's air
force were cancelled. Eight of Castro's air-
plames, ineluding British-made “Sea Pury®
propeller-driven fighters and T-33 jet train-
eri with fighter capability, sarvived fthe

et et

ots called unsung heroes over Cuba

were later killed by Castro’s troops.
pitacks o0 the 15th. These planes were
primed and waiting for the invasion forves
when they landed on the beaches at the Bay
of Pigs before dawn two days later.

Castro's fighters shod down (ive B-26s and
sink two of the invading force’s ships on the
first day, When the other ships pulled back
i intermational witers, the mvaders were
wranded on the beachhead withoul ammuni-
tion and supplies. Attemipts to. re-supply
them by air proved futile. The brigade fought
valinnily againsi overwhelming odds, bui
could nol withstand the onslaught of Castro's
superior aumbers,

The exhausted B-26 pilots hod been flying
nearly nonstop for 48 bhours, They had lost
s1x bombers and twelve brave men to enemy
guns, They knew ihe end was pear for their
comrades on the ground, They were physi-
cally and emotionally drained, but two of the
exile pilots insisted on Mying atinck missions
the next morming anyway.

In & desperaie atiempt io save off impend-
ing defeat, the CLA suthorzed ULS, pilots to
My B-26s into combad on the 19th, When the
call for volunieers wend out, seven Alabama
guardsmen stepped foreand. Six fully loaded
B-26s took off in the predawn hours and
headed tovward the hotly comested skies over
the beachheads ai the Bay of Pigs.

The lead formation was commanded by
Billy "Doado™ Godwin, o major in the Alr
Guard, and Goneale Hemern, s fearless
Cuban pilot known as “El Tigre™ by his com-=
patriots. The other Alabama Cuard pilots

Photo courtesy of Col. Mie Hass, ULS, Al Foros-Fetined
Fidel Castro looks over the wreckage of a B-26 bomber shot down near his fleld headquarters on the final day the
Bay of Pigs invasion. Alabama Air National Guard pliots Thomas "Pele” Ray and Leo Baker survived the crash, bul

weno Joseph L Shannon, Riley Shamburger,
pnd Thomas Willand “Pete” Ray. Crew
members from Alabama included Leo
Francis Baker, Wade Gray, Carl “Mick®
Sudano, and James Yoaoghn, a CIA employ-
e,
When the unesconied bombers nrnved aver
the Bay of Pigs al sunrise, Castro’s fghters
were waiting for them. The two lead
bombers sustniped hits bui delivered their
ordnance and were reluming fo Puero
Cabezns when the olther bombers amived in
the: target nren. Two of the B-Dis came under
atinck as they approached the beachhead. Joe
Shannon was able 1o ouimaneaver the T-33s
baii his wingman Riley Shamburger was hif.
Shamburger and his observer Wade Gray
wienl dovwn wiith thelr plane.

Funher inland. & Cuban fighier brought
down Pete Ray's bomber as he pressed the
allack agamngd beavily defended targets, Ray
and Baker witlked away from the crmsh only
shorily later to be killed by Cuban soldiers.
A few hours lnter ihe beachhead collapaed
and the imvaders surfendered o Castro's
prmy. The Cuban diciaior held 1,189 prison-
ers until December 1963 when he mnsomed
fhem to the United Sistes for $53 million
worlh of food and drugs.

Since the LS. government denbed iis mole at
the Bay of Pips. the Alabama pusrdsmen
wene swam o secrecy, Hosoring that com-
muitrmsent, they [ound that the hardest pan was
being unable to tell the fomilies of the men
who were Killed what had happened to their

loved ones.

In u bizame twist (o the story, Pele Ray's
fumily learmed in 1973 that for 17 years his
body had been refrigerated i Coba on
Castro's orders. The Castro negime preserved
the slain guardsmans body a8 a propaganda
trophy and as evidence of “Yankee aggres-
sion.”

Al the fumily's urging, the CIA wmunged 1o
have Ray's body returned to Birmingham for
burial in December 1979, The agency pri-
valely presented the family with a medal 1o
Ray for his herole act, but stll publicly
denied that he was serving his country at the
Bay of Pigs.

Twenty years later, &t the close of the cen-
tury, the deeds of the four Alshama guards-
men who died at the Bay of Pigs in 1961
were finally made public and their names
mieenorialized ot the CLAS 'Wall of Honor in
Langley, Virginia In January 2001, the CLA
homored the other guardsmen who flew inio
bartle on the bast day of the invasion in o spe-
cinl ceremony at the 117ith Wing beadguar-
fers in Birmingham.,

The Alr Mationsl Guard citizen-alrmen can
now talk ahout their experiences. Wingy of
Lxemiad 1ells their story in the larger contexl
afl Cold War confrontation and tragic mis-
tukes made by decision-makers. | believe the
bock, and other recently published documen-
tation, tells of these citirens-soldiens”’ stories
with clarity, comvicteon, and compassion,
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo, = The unian
between LS. Armvy Space Command and the
Army MNatwenal Guard fook a solid step for-
ward this month., With that step, the
Colorado Army Nathonal Guand continues in
the forefront.

Fourteen soldiers from the 193d Space
Batalion recently mobilized 1o active duty at
Fori Carson. They join nine other soldiers
frots Lhe hattalion who came onto pctive daty
with U.S. Army Space Command in
Movember,

These activations are the lnkest in o progres-
aron of events unfelding in the relshonship
between ULS. Anmy Spece Command nnd the
Colorads Army National Guard, Soldiers
from the 193d Space Battalion begon week-
eng truining with the Command this las
summer and, in September, the battalion for-
mally organized as part of US, Army Space
Coimanand,

These are all indicaioes that the Mational
Guard recognizes the imporance of the
space mission 1o the Army, said Lt Gen
Roger Schuliz, direcior of the Army Mational
Cruard durdng a wisit to LS. Army Space
Ciprmnand.

“1 have no doubt there's spoce in the
Army's fupune,™ e saikl. “There"s a mission
here, Think shout that. We (Army MNational
Geard) are bere in the Army’s future. For us
it's really exciting. This for us is new and
it's emerging end we're exciied 0 be a pan
af it.”

Two days before the latest mobilization,
Schultr met with members of the 193d o
they trained and prepared for active dity.
Maj. Gen. Mason C, Whitney, adjumnt gen-
eral of Colorade and Brig. Gen. Romald G,
Crowder, commander, Colorda  Army
Mational Guard poioed Schaliz on the visit.

They were briefed on corment operations
within the Command. Soldiers from the
193d joined others from the st Space
Batalion in demonstrating some of the space
capabilities that his soldiers bring 1o the
Command through Army Space Support
Teams and ather missions in managing satel-
Iite commumications.

=“You lonow, this i a team that works lsere.”
he s, “Ciugrd soldbers, raditionsl membsers
come off the vireel from the business com-
munily across this country volunteering 1o
help us out in time of Reed,

“Thal means in some cases (working) shoul-
der-to-shoulder with our active counlerpars,
assuming the responsibility for leadership in
ways that we perhaps have not traditionally
thawght of = I'm talking aboul Space.”

The MNational Guard beaders also discucisd
with Space Commans officials the potential
robe of the Army Natbonal Guard in the Space
mission = how the 1934 peeds to evolve.

“Space has pot been on our forefmond fof pri-

'la . O Grass

ofities in oor past, even recent past,” Schultx
apid. "We"ve talked about it some, bat never
really pul unite against thoss requinemens
ansl today we're developing those — | mean
the unit, the design, the struciune, the forma-
tion; we're developing those dght now Lo put
iogether in o unil,

“It’s not just senling the Guard inlo space
missions becaose it sounds good, [We're ask-
ing) what does Space (Command) begin 1o
requine in terms of unite, in terms of skills, in
termis of capabilitiesT"

Part of the challemge, Schaltz sad, 1 that
the space mission is evolving. There is & gen-
eral lack of awarcmess shoul how space-
based products can belp warfighling com-
eandbers, Schulte said.

“l had a sense there was potential here in
ferms of 8 mission opponunity,” he sadd.
“Bui I've nleo learmed o new apprecistion for
what goes o in lerms of the product, the ol
come — an enhanced held eommander’s
wmﬂE_hlzr sefme of how these tﬁpattl pm-iL

ucts mught place. Ths &5 the value-added
picce, The key for us now is to communicate
|this] to commanders.™

As the fulure Space mission evolves,
Schuliz said he wants w ensure that the
Guoard development s in synchropization
with the need.

“We ar Fni:ﬂ: o creale and desion [rhis
umdt] in concen with Army Spoce and LLS,
Army Space and Missile Delense Command
requirensents,” e added,

The case tn point came in the eathusiasm
shawn by the 14 Guard members sctivates]
onlo sctive duty. They recently began their
week-long  mobilization-training  schedule
beginming o1 Fort Carson with bricfings amd
edquipment ssues. Then, the soldicrs reponted
for duty at Army Space Command

*This mobilization is different than the reg-
plar monthly raining we have received af
Army Space Command.” said Li Col.
Michael Yowell. 193d commander and one
of the 14 members mobilized,

Pt by D.1Monioya, LLS. Ammy
Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz, director for the Army National Guard, talks with Colorado Army National Guard Sgi. James
Dunlap, (center) about his recent training with the U.5. Army Space Support Team during a recent visil to the U.S. Army
Space Command in Colorado Springs, Colo,

“Instend of & Iwn—duy InlEnse ESR0n, wWe
will be training and doing real missions daily
just like being back on active duty,”

11 will take abowl six weeks to Tully train the
wildiers on thekr missions, Yowell said
“This will bring us up 1o par with our active
-lhﬂ:.' counlerpans i the st Sp.'li‘:-r.‘ Bartalion,
using the same cenification process that they
use for their Army Space Support Teams.™

Omce tradned, tee soldiers will foin the other
mne i working in the Space-hased Bloe
Force Tracking Mission Management Center
and the LS. Army Space Command opera-
tions cenler.

“Ax o citiwen-sabdier, | am naturally giving
Hp o ot on the civilian side o do this™ said
Capt. Jason M. Held, an engincer for Ball
Asronpace wiorking oo the Hubble Telescope
sid, “In's because our counry’'s peed = so

great fght now.,”




