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Retired guardsman’s art
commemorates 102nd
Fighter Wing's efforts on
and after Sept. 11, 2001

By CIif McDonald
102 Public Affairs

COTUTT, Mass. -~  For all of ug, Sept. 11,
2001, will be etermally etched in our minds.
The heinous acts of terrorism thal were com-
mitied that day resulied in the lot of abont
3,000 lives, destroved of damiged many land-
marks and ushered in feelings of insecurity
ACTOsS our natiod.

For decades people will exchange stories
shout: where were you and what did you do?
Ezch of us will seal away memorics and emo-
tions from that day. This is the story of one
man, arist Eric Michelsen of Cotuit, Mass.,
| how he responded (o thisse cvents,

He paints boats and trains, but what really
exciles him are things that fly. I's something
Michelsen always knew he wanied 1o do, pho-
tograph, draw and paint aireraft. An uncle took
him io &0 air show at Otis Alr Force Base when
he was 10, Armed with his first camera, he
began shooting mwny.

Now, nlmost 50 vears laber, i more than a
hobby. He's mn secomplished aviation artist
who devotes much of his time to painting the
mircruft of the 102nd Fighter Wing at Otis Air
Mofional Guard Base in Massachssiis.

Michelsen's aviation ant stands om for if's
sirong quality and powerful, technically accu-
ke ImageTy.

Michelsen’s Jutest painting. "Missing Man
Salute™ depicts four F- 155 from Otis perform-
ing the missing man maneuver over the Statue
of Liberty,

"Ihe ant was painted 0 commemorie the
efforts of the 102nd Fighter Wing on and after
Sept. 11, 2001, for their response 1o the terror-
1215 ntlacks on the World Trade Center™

Missing Man Salute ...

Ses ART On Page 2

Eric Micholsen's latest painting, "Missing Man Salute,” depicts four F-
15s from Otis Air National Guard Base parforming the missing man
maneuver over tha Statue of Liberty. The painting commemorates the
efforts of the 102nd Fighter Wing on and after Sept. 11, 2001.

Okliahoma
Guardsmen to
train Afghan
National Army

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Maticnal Guard Buroair

ARLIMNGTON, Va. — Maore than 500 mem-
bers of an Oklahoma Army National Guard
infantry brigade are transferring the military
iraining skills and cultural lessons they have
been mustering this fall in Colorado 1o the
southwest Asian country where they will
serve for most of the upcoming winter and
SPring.

[

The citizen-soldiers
and Marines attached to
the 45th Enhanced
Separaie Brigade are
moving oud this month
for Afghanistan o ke
charge of training the
new Afghan National
Armmy, It will become
Mancing the next Task Force
Phoenix.

The brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen.
Thomas Mancino, will assume the training
mission from members of the active Army's
10th Mountain [DHvision i December and
will remain in Afghanistan until next June.

Mazncino began his Army Guard career in
1968 and has commanded the Oklihomsa
brigade since May 2001, He holds a master's
degree in natural and applicd science from
Oklahssma Seate University.

Army Guard soldiers, including members
of the Special Forees, have been taking part
in the war against terrorism in Afghanistan
and training Afghan nationn] soldiers since
President George W. Bush ordered troops
into that country following the terrorist

See 45th On Page B
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Army Guard education services help 184,000 soldiers

WORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark.
— Education services personmel
from 26 stales and territories
gathered in MNovember at the
Mational Guard Professional
Education Center in North Little
Rock, Ark. for the second anmu-
al Army Notional Guonrd
Education Services Courss 1o
improve their abality to deliver
eduwcation  benefits 1o 184,000
MNational Guard soldiers.

The intensive two=weck course
provides stmdents with a hands-
on, web-based training opportu-
nity to improve the strengih ond
rendiness of the National Guard
by supporting the voluntary
givilion education needs of their
soldiers through professional
marketing, counscling and
administrative practices.

*Education benelits contimue to
be the number one reason why
people join and stay in the U5,
military,” said to Master Sgt
Robert B, Haley, education serv-
ices officer for the Maing Army
Mational Guard since 1995, and
the nationnl chairman of the
ARNG Education Services
Officer Commifites,

"The success of the Golrss can
be atribuled o Hs home-grorem
reols,” Haley said. "It was
designed and taught by scasoned
education services persomnel,
and when you combine their
commitment o excellence with
the enthusiasm of our students,
you gel a winning combination,
It is a transfer of knowledge that
will ensure that Guard members
across our nation will have the

FROM PAGE 1

very best access fo education
benefits,"

"Last year, the course focused
specifically on ESCk (Education
Service Officers),” =aid Haley,
"This year, we expanded the cur-
riculwm from 40 to 30 howrs and
opened it up to all fll-time edu-
cation services personnel, We
now have ES0s, Monigomery
(il Bill managers, puidance
coansclors, education techni-
cians, and tuition assistance
managers atiending.”

The first week of the course
focused primarnily on duties tra-
ditionally performed by ESOs
The sccond weck included a
ene-day overview of the Guard's
incentive programs and three
days of training on Moenigomery
Gl Bill programs. The studenis
received clusses in marketing,
counseling. benefits adminisira-
tion, time monsgement, Sxami-
nation and distance leaming pro-
grams, enming college credit for
military training experiences,
accreditation and the use of
Montgomery Gl Bill benefits for
apprenticeship PrOETLmsE,
Specinl emphasis was placed on
the impact of mobilization of a
soldier's education benefits.

*This type of cross-troining is
good news for our soldiers,” sald
to Mopj. Ronald Schwickerath,
director of the Education and
Incentives Section at  the
Mational Guard Buresw. In the
last year alope, more than 20
pereent of the ARNGs full-time
education services personnel
have been deploved.

"This twpe of knowledge pap
cnf have & very negative impact

on e ability of Guard members
1o access their education bene-
fitg," said  Schwnckerath.
"Deploying ES0s often have
very little, if any, time 1o train
their replacements. This course
has successfully bridged this
kngwladge gap.”

"Having the opporiunity fo
mitend this course is extremely
immportant,” sccording to 15t Lt
Heather M. Cummings who
found herself in that position just
one week before the stant of the
course when she assumed the
duties of the deployed ESO for
the West Virginia Army Guard,
*The course is muoch mone in-
depth than | bad antcipated, and
I am confident thai I'll be able to
os¢ what | have leamed to help
gobdiers work toward their edu-
cational goals when [ retum Lo
ey e mtate.”

But it's not just the stodents
wiho ane learming.

“I can't imagine a better source
of knowledpe and expertise fora
new ES0 than a seasoned ESQ."
said Chief Warrant Officer
Bradley MNelson, ESO for the
Montana ARNG and the Region
6 cducation services represento-
tive. "The students know thal we
have already trivveked e poad,
sp the trunsfer of experiences
and lessons leamed between the
group and the sharing of our net-
warks of professional contacts is
priceless, Everyone, including
the instructors, walks away from
ihis course o lile smarter.”

Deployments also resuli in
increased work loads and a
wider range of responsibilitics
for those employees remaining

in the Gunrd’s education services
offices. Sgt. Maj. John P. Hill,
guidance counselor and acting
ESO for the Florida ARNG, had
only a few days 1o spend with his
ESO before he shipped out for a
stateside mission.

"I have spoken with my
deployed ESO often over the last
nine months," said Hill. *But his
pbsence from the office has drm-
matically increased an already
increasing workload,”

Thirty percent of the Florda
Army Guard 15 currently
deploved, vet the siale’s Anmy
Ciuard federnl mition assistance
usage increased by 36 percent in
the lnst year,

"I'm o onc-man band,” &asd
Hill. *The course has given me
the chance to leamn bow other
sintes do business. I'll be bor-
rowing some of their ideas so
that [ can better serve my sol-
dhiers.”

"This is the most compachen-
sive educution services course of
its kind i all the military servic-
ea,” said Schwickerth. "We've
got o top-nodch education bene-
fits package, but without fally-
traiped education services per-
sonded there’s no guamniee tha
our soldiers will be able fo
access all their benefits. A course

like this mokes - st —

ence.”

"It's great to think of the posi-
tive impact our stiedents can
have when they return o their
respective siates and territories,”
said Haley. "They represent
184,000 Army National Guard
soldiers and we have given them
the tools they need to ensure that
the Guard keeps its promise o
help its sobdiers prepare for suc-
cessful futres.”

Art
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Michelsen explained. "And the subsequent
24 hours-p-day, seven doys-a-weck combat
air patrols over the norheastern United
States.”

Michelsen's early imerest in pholography
and aviation an also guided him towards a
carcer in the mildary, He joined the Army
Reserve in 1966 as a photographer and later
signed on with the Alr National Guard in
1977 as a traditional Guardsman.

He is a former member of the 102nd, hav-
ing served with the unit as noncomumissioned
officer-in-charge of the Communication
Flight, Visunl Information Section. He
retired from the wing in 1990,

Michelsen lives near the base and is accus-
tomed to secing aircraft fiying over his Cape
Cod bome. The sounds never disturh him; it’s
one of the things he enjoyvs most about living
close 1o Ohis,

On the moming of Sept. 11, 2001 he noticed
two F-15& scramble from the base heading

south, There wasn't anything unusual phow
the scrambile, After all the 102nd had for the
past 30 years been on alert and responsible
for the air defense of the norheast sector of
the United States and doing both real world
and practice intercepts in the arca

However, on this day Michelsen said he had
n feeling within him that something oul of
the ordinary was taking place,

*Perhaps,” he said, "it was the high mte of
speed that the two jets accelerated as they
disappeared high into the clear blue sky.*

A short while later Michelsen received the
shocking news aboot the aitack on the World
Trade Center, and he knew at once where the
two F-15s had pone. He was also well aware
of the iransition

Michelsen ofien staved awake bate into the
might just to watch the sleck and graceful

""Eagles” lounching from the base during the

following months. Many hours later the jets
would return from a combat air patrol, and
there were always more jeis contineously

corming and going.

Moved by the events, Michelsen began
thinking about how he could personally con-
tribute something through his art to the over-
all sacrifices being made by members of his
former wnil.

It was at ihe suggestion of Brig. Gen. Sam
Shiver, then commander of the
Massachuseits Air Mational Guard, that he
consider the missing man mancuver as the
subject of his painting.

Michelsen will present the original 51-inch
by 36-inch oil on canvas painting as a gift to
the 102nd Fighter Wing.

A signed and numbered limited edition of
750 archival 24-inch by 16-inch prints of this
painting will be available for sale.

Severl other paintings by Michelsen adom
the wolls of Otis Air Mational Guard Base
buildings, While still 3 member of the unit he
painted a 30-foot mural in what was then the
Mazsachuseits Air Matonal Guard State
Headquariers building on the base.




‘Kicking it up a notch:’ The Nicotra - Emeril connection

By Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen
M Jarsey Malional Guand

MeGUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, N1 =Tiall
started with a leuer sent during Operation
Iragi Freodom.

"Ihear Emeril,

Can you please send your faverile recipe
Jor jambalaya o the Defense Dept. This
MRE fmeal reqdy o eall alve kimewn as
mrals refected by everyone was falr ar bess,
I kicked it up o novch [this is one of Emeril
Lagesse's trademark slogans from his TV
show] with o teeny, weenie bowle of
Tobasco, which canre with the MRE,

Your fan in the deseri

Master Sgt. John J. Nicoira”

Nicotra, 177th Fighter Wing dining hall
supervisor, was deploved along with 17
members of the 177th Services Flight in sup-
port of Operation Iragi Freedom from March
21 through July 3. During that period, he
served ot both Ar' Ar in Saudi Arabin and
Baghdad International Airport.

A case of heartbam prompted Nicotra 1o
wrile the letier t0 Emeril Lagasse, a chef at
the Food Television Metwork. At the time of
the ketter, desperation was in the air and the
MREEs m general had bottomed out in flavor
and appesl for almest everyone in the com-
bat theater. Micotn sent the letter on the back
of a MRE box.

"It was just g joke - | didn't really expect a
reply,” said MNicotra. "Evervope kidded me
ahaiet the ledier™

When Nicotra didn’t get a reply, it really
didn't come as any surprise. That all changed
when he got to Baghdad.

I got a letter from his production sssistan,
Patricia La Monte,” MNicotrn said. "She

thanked me for the posteard, wished us well,
senl me five Jambaloya recipes nnd some
pectures of Emeril. We never put the recipes
thar she sent b use, becanse we had no food
except MREs and unit group mtons,”

The Emeril photos proved more useful, The
Food Services team posied themn in the din-
img hall with a note stating that Emeri] gave
the facility five chel ats — his highest awarnd,

"They would usually kst a day or so before
someone would steal them,” said Nicotra,
"So | decided to keep this up. | wrote and
said that when the 177th Services Flight got
back from Irag, we would like to get tickeis
for his show and come up 1o New York fora
tsping. | also senl Emenl an MRE with o
nole saying please try iL"

Micotrn didn't hear onything further from
the Emeril team,

After Micotrn and the rest of the 177th
Services flight retumed o New Jemsey, Iife
retumed to the day-to-day routine. Thoughts
about MREEs, jambaloyn and Emeril Lagnsse
were just part of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Then in early September, MNicotra god o call
from 2nd Li Loz Aponde’, the 1 77th public
aifairs officer.

"She asked me if 1 had writien Emenl while
I was in the desent [ said ves. She said that
they were going 10 tape a Thanksgiving with
our Troops show of McGuire and that the
production tcam had asked if my wife
Lovannc and 1 coubd attend. l md sure,”
Micodra said,

O Sepl. 25, Nicolra and his wile amived at
MeGuire Alr Force Base, The moming and
afternoon was spent on the dress rehearsal.

"We chatted with Emeril during the
rehenrsals," Nicotra said. "He said he'd been
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Master Sgt. Nicotra of the 177th Fighter Wing was a special guest on Emerll

Lagaesse's television show on Nov. 16.

approached before by the military to do o
show about MEEs, but it didn't work out.”

At & p.m., the actual taping was done. The
theme was turkey, For anyone who has not
seen the Emeril show, the layout mimicked o
New York taping except on a larger scale -
approximasely 1,200 sctive-dity, Guard and
reserve members attended.

The show revalves around Emenl cooking
for people satting ol a counter, &s well as a
Few small round iables while the rest of the
mudience walches from the blenchers,

For the second segment, Micotra, along with
former POW Pfe. Shoshona Johnson and
country music ariisl Trace Adkins were the
guests of hopor at the counter,

They were served lobster, com chowder,
swoet pototo biscuits, and of course turkey
jambalaya.

Also gt the counter was a cluster of jambia-
laya MEEs with Nicotra’s postcand that had
stanied the whole process.

The show aired on Now. 16,

All this goes 1o prove that all it takes is one
letter 1o kick things up a notch.
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Arkansas pilot’s final flight is a family a

By Tech. Sgt. Bob Oldham
18&ih Adrdift Wing Public Affairs

LITTLE ROCE AIR FORCE BASE, Ark.
- After Mying more than 8,700 hours in Air
Force planes, an Arkansas Air National
Guard (C-130 pilot flew the most memorable
two hours of his enlire 3d-vear carser on
Ot 28,

Lt. Col. Lamy "Rocked" Hill, o 15414
Training Squadron pilot, said his last twe
hours of Aying time were the best because he
wits on board with those he loves: his twin
daughters = Capt.  Elissa Granderson and
Capt, Leshie Hill = who are both ©-130 pilots
im the 154th, and a hand-picked navigaior,
fMight engineer and losdmaster,

"This is probably my most memomble
Might in all my years of flying." he said

The squadron recesved Air Foree approval
in enrly October for his daughters to join Hill
on his fnal fight. Officials here believe it
may be the first time o father was accompa-
nigd by twin daughters on a final Mighs.

Before takeofT, all three were looking for-
ward to flying together, cracking jokes and
reminiscing about their ycars together.
However, once it was time to plan the mis-
sion and discuss the colonel's final Dight, it
was all business for the trio and the rest of
the crew,

COn board the cargo plane, typical alrcrew
banter filled the headscts as the crew ran
through checklists to prepare for iakeodff,

After & two-hour fight that 1ok the crew
from Little Rock AFB 1o Memphis, Tenn.,
south to Greenville, Migs, west (o
Texarkana, Ark,, and back 1o the base, they
slipped into the local pattern for a final pass
over the base,

As the huge plane zoomed over the airfield
one lnst time, Hill said he felt a lump @ his
throat as he saw his fellow airerew members
ond mamienance personnel lined up on the
tarmae, awaiting his arrival. He didn't have
muach time to take it all in because he was in
a steep beft turm thod wouold take him back o
the munway o land,

As the crew taxied the plane to ils parking
spot, it had 1o navigate between a cordon of
maintenance roops who snapped o atien-
tion and saluted as the airerft taxied past.

*That was quite an hosor," Hill said after-
ward, "You don't know how hard those guys
work, the conditions they have to work in -
the cold and the hemt - to keep those air-
planes goang. And to think enough of me to
come ouf there and stand a1 attention while 1
finish my last flight. That's wonderfiul.”

A seli-described relic, the colonel began his
flying career in a version of the Lockheed
Constellation thot was & radar surveillance
aircrafi. Later, he transiiioned to the KC-135
refueler mmd finally to the C- 130 Hercules in
1986 when the squadron changed from a
refucking mission o & C-130 training mis-
sion.
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Pherlos by Tech. Sgt. Bob Oldham

Lt. Col. Larry “Rocket” Hill, a 154th Training Squadron pilot, is all smiles as he flles C-130 cargo alrcraft for the final
time in his 34-year carser Oct. 28 at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark. The colonel and his twin daughters — Capt. Elissa
Granderson and Capt. Leslie Hill = flaw his final flight together, after receiving Air Force approval earlier in the month.
Leslie was in the co-pilot seat with him for the first half of the two hour flight.

While the Mighi was memorable for Hall, it
was also fun for bis dasughters.

“We didn't think 1t was going to happen
uniil a few weeks ago,” Leslie saad.

The squadron received Air Force approval
in early October, clearing the way for the
family to fly iogether,

“I was a little nervous | as the flight began],”
she said. "] know how he's picked us apart in
life, and | thought he'd critique us, but he
didn't.”

As with just about any father, he sometimes
offers his daughters his opinton.

"He tends to come through the squadron
and give us some wsolicited advice,” she
said, “"We're like, 'Hey, we're not st home,
we're at work.™

Perhaps the only break in radio discipline
came when Elissa identified his position in
the local patterm.

“She said youre Mo, 2 behind that one,
dad,” he recalled. "That's not how we'ne sup-
posed do it ... but that's pretty cool.”

"Oh, my gosh, did 1 say that?™ she asked
later, laughing, "There's no telling how many
tirmes | zaid that ioday.®

A crowd of 189th Alrlift Wing members walt for Hill to exit his C-130 cargo air-
craft for the last time In his 34-year carser.
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‘Camp Bob’ remembers its namesake

By Maj. S5tan Zezotarski
Calfornia Rational Guard

CAMP ROBERTS, Califl = "Camp Bob,"
the nickname soldiers  aflfectionately
bestowed upon Camp Roberts;, Califormia
is the only military camp in America
named after Enmterlainer Bob Hope, so
quipped the legendary comedian durning his
1952 radio broadcast from Camp Roberts.

"It's always a specinl personal thrill o
play i Camp Roberts,” opened Bob Hope
during his live broadcast from the camp in
1952, "I've played a lot of Army camps bl
this is the only one that they named after
e,
More than 10,000 troops were ai Comp
Roberts af the time conducting basic train-
ing and prepanng for deploviment 1o Korea-
mehiding the Californin Matbons] Guand's
40th Infantry Division (Mechanized), The
triining conditions 8t Camp Robents were
harsh, hot, and unforgiving. The scenery
nehided rolling hills, and trees, and plenty
of open ground where the torurcus sun
could pound down on soldiers, But with
just ome guick gquip, Hope made soldiers
forget abdowt all of thai.

"This camp is localed in the heart of the
Iettwce counitry,” Hope said, "'l haven't secn
this much green since (Bing) Croshy
dropped his waller"

OF coarse Hope touched on the fact that
soldiers of the time didnl have much on
which 1o spemd their money given life o
'E."am]! oberis, which was n l:r.m,!h:innu.l]:.'
male-onentubed installation mn 1952,

"While they are in busic ruining, these
guys are supposcd 1o forget completely
about girls,” Hope joked. “These guys musi

Pl by Jack Hadbin

Bob Hope on KP? The King of
Comedy apparently spoke from
experience when he Joked that,
"Camp Roberts now has garbage
disposals in every mess hall. They'ra
known as KPs.”

\
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Cablfornia Mabtional Guand Sa phodo

Bob Hope greets guests attending & dinner in his honor at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in 1880. More than 500
Guardsmen atiended the dinner sponsored by the National Guard Association of California.

not even think about girls. In fagt every
night the MPs go through the barracks with
n flashlight and wakes up anybody that ks
& smile on his fice.”

The legendary entertuiner was o Camp
Roberts with special guest actress Jane
Russell, promoting their recently released
movie, "Son of Paleface.” Hope and
Russell played the lead chamcters. Hope,
portrayed Junior Potter, who returns to
claim his father's pold. Russell leads o gang
of thieves, anid Roy Rogers portrayed & fied-
eral marshol huanting for Russell's gang.
Hope and Russell performed rudio spools
on the movie and on attending the premier,
"Son of Paleface.®

Hope's self-cffacing humor gencrated an
enormous response from: the crowd of sol-
dicrs, Bul his ability to appeal t0 soldiers'
lifesivies and sense of humor won their
nodmiration and respect. It was no different
at Camp Roberts. Hope joked that Camp
Robers was undergoing renovation ai the
time-gspecially the mess halls.

*They now have garbage disposals in
every, mess holl," Hope wisscracked,
"They're known as KPs"

He related 1o the soldiers’ love of sporis
the camp,

*They have a wonderful athletic program
here,” he said while setting his audience up
for the quick one liner, "A goy here se a
pew world recond for the 100 yard dash
—He backed into 8 bayonel"

The entertainer’s visits (0 Camp Roberts,
Camip San Luis Obispo, and March Base in

Riverside are well documented, Hope
enjoyed his reception ai all three facilitics.
Hope's agent recently revealed that the
beloved enterininer was so appreciative of
his response at Riversade-now March Air
Reserve Base and home of the California
Adr National Guand's 163rd Asr Befueling
Wing-that it inspired o multi-decade, mualh-
war global tour enteriaining troops.

Author and radio talk show host Spencer
Leigh recently  claimed, however, that
Camp Roberts also inspired the entertainer.

"In 1941, Bob Hope entenizined soldiers at
Camp Roberts and he was 0 exhilorated by
his reception that he became a compulsave
entertainer for the forces, fist in the
Second World Wor, then n Korea and
Vietnom, and finally in the Gulf," Spencer
wrole.

Hope's charity for lifting troop morsle wis
not lost upon the California Nationnl
Guard. In a special dinner sponsored by
The Maotional Guard Association of
Californin on Dee. 10, 1980 at the Shernton
Universal Hotel in Los Angeles, enfertain-
ers amd militery personnel thaonked the
King of Comedy in person for his service.
The 4fih Infantry Division Band, ind the
146th Tactical Airlift Wing's 562nd Band
provided music for an evening in a tribute
to a man who lifted the spirit of the
AMETICan Serviceman.

"Bob Hope's enfenainment of (Gls is never
to b forgotten,” read the testimonial dinner
brochure, "It is doubiful if anyone in the
annals of show business ever made & more

endearing hit than Hope did when he
stepped before Amenean servicemen-lone-
some for home-and quipped: "Hi, fellow
it~

Al the same time the public showers acco-
lades vpon Hope and echoes his theme
gong, "Thanks for the Memories” Camp
Bob is remembering the star m several
ways. Tucked sway in a sacred comer of
ihe Camp's muscum {5 & special dedication
1o Bob Hope ~ Camp Bob o the Army fans
visiting it-with a CD recording of his and
Russell's 1952 radio show from the post
The CD is avatlable to the public for a $10
domation (o the Camp Robers Histoncal
Museum, Camp Roberts, California 93451 -
SO0, (805} 238-K2RE.

Camp Roberis chose 1o lower the post's
flag 1o half mast in honor of the star on July
2Tih, i fond recolleciion that Hope once
jokinghy referred to "Camp Bob" &z his per-
sonal namesake, As Camp Roberis begins
s pourney 1o become part of o power pro-
jection platform - an upgrade that could
bring as many as 60000 additionnl maobe-
lized soldicrs through Camp Robers, Faort
Hunter Liggett, and Camp San Luis Obispo
= the California Mational Guord not only
thanks the star for the memories, bt also
for the hope that future stars will follow his
historic footsteps and begin their military
entertainment tours through "Camp Bob's”
magic jaies.

e O Goun 5




Kentucky airman receives Silver Star

Tech. Sgi. Amy Mundell
123ed Alrift Wing

LOUISVILLE, Ky, — A Kentucky Air Mational Guardsaean
recerved the Silver Star from the secretary of the Air Force
on Nov, | in recognition of the nirman’s heroic scis while
deployed to Afghanistan during Operation Enduring
Freedom,

Tech. Sgi. Keary 1, Miller, a pararescueman of the 1235d
Special Tactkes Squadron, was praised by Dr James G,
Roche for his bravery under fire during a mission on a
remaote Afghan mountain in 2002,

"When faced with the well-entrenched and commibied
enemy force, when faced with the reality thot men around
ik wene n:c:i\-ing ol ut'l'l.nhh, when 1.:|.||1frl|21r.|ti.~r.| with
the prospect that he, wo, might suffer the unforunate fisle
that others endured on that 10,000-Teot moantain, be coura-
geously stepped mlo the bresch 1o nsk his life to save his fel-
fow wamors,” Roche told an audience of nearly 350 gath-
ered at the Kentucky Air Nwtional Guard Base.

"Because of the actions of this intrepid sirman, Keary
Miller, with his tenmmates on the mountain, 10 gravely
wounded Americans came home = home to their units, home
to their familics and home o an ever grateful nation, Cur
natiomn is 50 very blessed 1o hnve professionals of his charac-
ter and courage.”

Miller, the first Kentucky Mational Guardsman 1o receive
the honor while serving in the unit, distinguished himseli by
gallantry in connection with militery eperations against al-
Oaida and Taliban forces nenr Marzak, Patkia Province,
Afghanisian, on March 4, 2002, Miller was the Air Force
combal search and rescee team leader nssigned 1o o quick
reaction foree tasked 1o recover bwo AMerican servicemen
evinhing capture in austers temain,

Just before landing, his MH=-ATE helicopter recemved rock-
et-propelled grenade and small-arms fire, severcly disabling
the arcraft and causing it to crash land. Miller and the
remainder of the assault force formed a hasty defense and
immmedintely suffered four fatalitics and five cntical caswal-
tics, according to the award citation.

Despate intense enemy fire, Miller moved around the bat-
ileficld, cressing open areas on numerous occasions, o
assess and care for critically wounded servicemen. As the
battle went om, Miller removed ammunition from the
deceased and, in multiple scts of extraordinary courage, pro-
ceeded through some of the day's heaviest rocket-propelled
grenade, mortar and small-arms fire, while disiributing the
ammunition from position o position.

Shortly thereafter, another attack enepted — killing one
pararescueman and compromising the casualty collection
point,

Miller braved the barrage of fire in order to move the
wounded to betier cover and concealment. His intrepidity
and skill led to the sucoessful delivery of 10 gravely woumd-
ed Amencans to life-saving medical treatment and o the

Phes by Chief Master Sgi. Temy Lutz.

Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. James G. Roche, pins tha Silver Star on Tech. Sgt. Keary Miller on Nov. 1
at the Kentucky Air National Guard Basa in Louisville, Ky. Miller received the medal for his heroic acts

during Operation Enduring Freedom.
recovery of seven servicemen killed in action, his citation
stated.

"If we are to prevail in this global war on erronism, it will
be because of the bravery and selfless sacrifice of soldiers,
saibors, airmen and Marines who are cut from the same cloth

Pheat by Master Sgl. Chardie Simpsen

as Keary Miller and his colleagues in the 123rd STS, * Roche
said. "And we will prevail ™

Kentucky's adjutant genemal, Army Maj. Gen. D Allen
Youngman, expressed his appreciation for what he called
"the personal valor and professional excellence of & grent
warrior.” He also praised other members of the 123rd Special
Tactica Squadron, who have been actively engaged in
Operation Iraqi Frecdom as well as combat operntions 1o
Afghanistan,

"What you do and what you have done, and the support and
sacrifices of your familics, makes more of a difference to
most Americans than they will ever know," he said.

To daie, the Air Force has approved 18 Silver Siars for air-
men who participated in opernbions Endurmg Freedom and
Iraqy Freedom.

Tech. Sgt. Keary Miller is honored at a ceremony at
the Kantucky Air Mational Guard base in Louisvilla,
Ky., on Nov. 1. Among those in attendance were the
Secretary of the Alr Force, Dr. James G. Rocha,
Hantucky's adjutant general, Army Maj. Gen. D.
Allen Youngman, and more than 350 family mem-
bers and friends.




Colorado National Guard missile defense activated

By Senior Alrman Carolyn Frankovich
Colormdo Nadional Guard

DENVER, Colo, — The Guard and Resenves are stepping
up to the plate and swinging hard. Mo longer mere sup-
porters of therr active duly brethren, they are leaders in
technology, They are military members who are constant
Iy called 1o action - for war and for defense,

The most recent event in Colorado Springs on Oct, 17
chalks one more revolutionzry and histone mark on the
board for the Colomado National Guard. On that Thursday
morming, Li. Gen. Joseph M. Cosumuno, Jr, commanding
general of the US. Army Space and Missile Dofense
Command, and Maj. Gen. Mason €, Whitney, adjutand
genernl for the state of Colorado bosted a ceremony 1o
announce the activation of a new unit for the Colorado
Army National Guard, The Ground-based Midcourse
Defense Brgade (GMD) is a first for the U.S. Army and
will be part of the Colommdo Army National Guurd, staffed
by baoth Ciuard soldiers and active Army soldiers,

The brigade, a result of 4 presidential directorate, warked
long ond hard to meet the ambitious time schedule of acti-
vation that was changed from 20806 to the fall of 2004. The
soldiers, recruited nationwide, changed their primary focus
from testing and preparing to being operators. They will
continue io test and improve the procedures as they con-
sianily porticipate in training missions with U.S. Northem
Command.

A part of the inegrated Ballistic Misgile Defense System,
the brigade brings: additional copabilities 1o
NORADMNORTHCOM. Previously, the nation had only
the space waming sysiem capabilities. MNow, with GMD,
the nation has the capability o defend against possible
migzlle strikes that mny be ntentional or o result of & mis-
tuke, The brigade’s technology, once notificd by NORALD,
deals with missiles in space bofore they reenter the atmos-
phere. As a result, the missile is destroved withoul harm 1o
nnything living. Col. Gary Baumann, commander of the
Miszile Defense Brignde, announced with confidence, "We
are prepared o deal with any threats.”

The Colorado Guard, already cstablishing itself in the
space system with the 137th Space Warning System based
m Greeley and the 193rd Space Support Battalion, arc

IPhaio by Senlor Alrman Canglyn Frankoich

Maj. Gen, Mason C. Whitney, the Colorado Adjutant General, addresses the audience during the acti-
vation ceremony of the Colorado Army Nalional Guard Missile Defense Brigade.

cager to camry out the primary mission of homeland
defense,

"We are tremendously prood 1o be part of this mission. It
continoes in direct descent the role of the Guardsman in
prodecting our nation,” stated Whitney. He pointed out
thut Colomdo is the nerve cenfer of space for the entire
world

Cosumane summed it up succinctly when he stated thai,
“The Guard is a perfect fit for this mission, with the gene-
sis- of their role in national defense dating back to the
1600s. That makes them a natural for this misshon, just as
Cobomdo, the hub and nerve center of Space for the nation,
i the most logical site for command and eontrol,®

Ohio State faculty teach two students serving in Kuwait

Amy Murray
Urniversity Relations, The Ohio State University
COLUMBUS, Ohio - Two Ohio Stale
University students are unable to aitend
clnsses in Columbus this quarter, because
they are serving with the LS. Army in
Kauwait, S0 Ohio State is bangmg their class-
es o them, across the ocean and desert,
thanks to the Internet and "distance leamning”™
courses that are designed to be taken by stu-
dents outside of Columbus.
Specialists Brian Yeager and David Hatcher,
members of the Army Nationul Guard since
high school graduation, were forced 1o post-
pone ther Ohio State education in mid-
Janwary when they volunieered to tmnsfer
together 1o a unit where they could suppon
the ULS, war in Irag. They ane now assigned
to Camp Yirginta, Kuwait, as unit supply
specialists in the 3715t Corps Support Group.
They have Internet access and check Ohio
Stote’s website occasionally. 1o keep up on
things at the university.
In early Septemiber, the two leamed they
would remain i Kuwait until April 2004,
Yeager, & junior political science major from
Weslerville, contacted his advisor via e-mail
about registering for classes. Wayne

DeYoung, academic advisor in  the
Departmient of Political Science, was able 1o
enrell Yeager in two courses that apply
directly to his degree requiremenis.

"I never thought it would be possible (o take
classes while this far awoy,"says Yeager,
“When the war first staried, classes were the
last thing on my mind. But now, even though
my first obligation i to the mission, things
have calmed down a bit and I've gol some
tomee o my hands "

After registering Yeager, DeYoung asked
him il there were sny other soldiers that
needed help, Before long, Halcher, o sophio-
miore history major from Worthington, want-
ed DeYoumng o help him sign up for Ohio
State's distance keaming classcs.

Yenger credits DeYoung's imitintive and per-
sigtence in making it possible 1o continue
working toward his degree while serving in
Kuwait. "He has played an instrumental pant
in sciting all of this up and has many times
wenl out of his way to assist me momy edo-
catiopal goals. [ hopestly doa't know if this
would have been possible with soy other
advisor,"savs Yeager,

Huatcher savs the two had talked for o while
aboui irying to take on the additional respon-

sibility that college course work demands,
*Dur work load, though still heavy, allows us
some free time o do personal activities, 1
decided 1 wanied to continue my education,
We have abwoys had Inlemet access over
here, so I knew that it would be possible. It
Just took getting in touch with the right peo-
ple.”

From an administrative standpoint,
Hatcher's enrollment was more challenging.
After transferring from Ohie Dominican
University, be wis deploved just as he was
beginning his first quarter at Ohio Stale.

DeYoung said the simation is extraordinary,
"I can't =ay whether they are the only service
meemibers taking courses from over thens, bt
I'm pretty sure this 1= the first time in history
that people on active duty near a combat
zone have ever earolled in their home nsli-
tution for course work that will apply toward
thewr degrees,“he said.

Technology enhanced learning courses are
an ophion open 0 more and more Chio State
students, a5 the number of departments offer-
ing e-learning courses 5 increasing each
vear, Al one end of Ohio Siate's e-leaming
spectrum is distance learning, where instruc-
tion is totally or predominantly online and

students may be on or off campos, Currently,
there are 6,712 students enrolled in 211 dis-
tance leaming courses like the ones thai
Yeager and Hatcher are taking. At the other
end of the spectrum, Internet resources sup-
plement and complement classroom instruc-
K,

Between those is o blended use, 0 mixture
of face-to-face and online leamning.
According to Ohio Swie's Oflice of the Chiel
Information Officer, which designs and
muiniains the e-learming facilities, two thinds
of all Ohio State students take courses that
iese WebCT (web codrse toals).

One of the two courses that Yeager is tak-
ing, Congress and Interest Giroups [Political
Science 367, is designed (o be taught exclu-
sively ower the Intermet. Janet Box-
Steffensmeier, Vemal Riffe Professor of
Political Science, has taught many mnova-
five distance leaming courses in the past,
although none that hive crossed an occan,
"I've had other students in & deseri — in
Anzona, bul never anyone on active duty
near a combat zone,” she said.

Stefensmeier said distance leaming cours-
es expand educational opportunities to stu-
dents in & variety of siluations,
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Fhsios by Tom Giben, Tulsa Workd

A soldier of the 700th Support Battalion practices live fire convoy operations In support of Task Force Phoenix Il during mebllization training.
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45th

atacks of Sept. 11, 2001,

This, hawever, will be the first time that one
of the Army Guand's 15 enhanced separate
brigades is taking charge of the mission 1o
train Afghan soldiers to keep their own coun-
try safe from terronists.

"When Headquarters, Depantment of the
Army asked us to0 assist in this effon, we
jumped at the opporunity,” said Cal,
Roosevelt Barfield, chief of training for the
Army Mational Guard in Arlingten, Ya. “The
Afghan MNational Army is & major part of
post-hostilities in Afglanisian and the cor-
nerstone for winning the peace,”

“Many of these Afghan troops are already
combat veterans, Our job is 1o turn them into
& professional army that s already engaged
in combat operations,” said Maj. Eric Bloom,
a spokesman for the 45th Brigade.

"That includes teaching them what officers
do and what noncommissioned officers do

“

a me O Guams

because the Afghan Army has not had an
NCO corps in the past,” Bloom added.

To that end, Army Guard sentor sergeants,
caplains, majors and licutenant colonels
from 19 states have been of Fort Carson,
Colo., since late Sepiember boning up om
how to train their Afghan Mational Army
counterparts.,

The Guard force mcludes citizen-soldicrs
from Army Guard regional trining centers
in Rhode Island and Texas. They will con-
duct nine-week basic tmining courses for
nbout 4,000 Afghan nationals at the Kabal
Military Training Center outside of the coun-
try's capital city.

They will also supervize progmms for train-
ing new officers and noncommissioned offi-
cers and combat leaders at the center as well
85 COUMSES 10 MARMZIng mnges and. iraining
greas, said Maj. Tom Hanley, & member of
the Army Guand's Troining Division.

About 50 members of the Vermont Guand's
regional training center have been conduct=

ing that traiming for the 10th Mounizin
Division, Hanley explaimed.

“Adfter that training they will be able 1o fight
terrorists with U5, Special Forces,” he said.

Cher Army Guand soldiers with the 45th
Brigade will be embedded as tminers within
two Afghan light infantry brigades and an
armor and mechanized infantry brigade tha
have already been organized st Pol-e-Charki
and Karmari, bases that are also located in the
vicinity of Kabul in the western part of the
eotsnlry, near the Pakistan border,

Muries will help trnin Afghan soldiers
assigned o o quick reaction force, Bloom
said.

High-ranking Guard soldiers will also train
members of the Afghen corps headquarters
on how (o lead those brigndes, said Bloom
who explained that the Afghani corps head-
quaners is equivaleni o on American divi-
sion.

The intent, Bloom added, is o have the
corps and brigade staffs trained in time for

the nationzl e¢lections that the transitional
government has scheduled for next June.

The lessons for the Afghani soldiers range
from personal hygiene, including shaving
and brushing feeth, 1o cleaning dining {acili-
ties o combat tactics, be explained,

"Patience and understunding culturnl differ-
ences is the key to this kind of training.”
Bloom observed.

There is, for example, the matter of pay.

Most Afghan soldiers do not have bank
accounts and direct deposit, he pointed out.
They live in a country where the winters can
be harsh and where the 27.8 million people
kave just 67,000 passenger cars and com-
mercial vehieles.

That means that after receiving their month-
Iy pay, the soldiers have to be given a fow
davs (o ke the money to their families in
villages throughout the country, Bloom said
And they have to be given a few days to get
back to continue the training that i sssential
for keeping the soldiers' families safie.
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1st Sgt. Michael Turley is taken to the mat by Capt. John Sherrill during combative training at Ft. Carson. Both men are members of the 1st Embedded Trling
Team, Task Force Phoenix lll. from Tulsa, Okla.

(Right) Medics of the 2nd Brigade, 815t Reserve Training
Divislon [TS) instruct soldiers of Task Force Phoenix I,
during a combat lifesaver course, how to administer IVs,
Staff Sgit. Marle Gonzalez-ODchoa of Denver, Colo.,
ingerts an IV into the arm of Sgt. Richard Walker of
Sioux Falls, 5.0,

(Below) Spc. Tom Bul of Task Force Phoenix Il Sacurity
Force fires his weapon during the M-4 short range
marksmanship training. Soldlers practiced walking and
turning movements while engaging targets.




Supporting America's Homeland Defense

Rhode Island’s 13III WHII I.IIIIII Civil Slllllllll'l Team ﬂ!lllts the !Itlllll fight

By Spc. Ken Hall
Rhode lslend National Guard

HOPE VALLEY, R.I. — The waning davs
of the Clinton Administration saw America's
way of life shoken by acts of sabotage and
teTTor.

Umne of the reactions to these events wos the
creation of eivil suppont teams (C5T) for
weapons of mass destroction (WMDY in
1994,

The imitial goal of this new military ongani-
eation was to support each of the 10 Fedeml
Emergency Management Agency regions
with & fall-time, fully operational WMD
‘heavy’ CST.

Each heavy CST comes with about two
dozen unigoely trained and specially
equipped Matioral Gueard men and women
who are ready to support local, state, and
federn] apgencies if called wpon during a
WD attack.

In January 2000, the formation of WMD
5T s began to take place at the state level,
These “light' CS5Ts are made up of the same
nusnber of Mational Guard men and women
wihi, unlike their fill-tkme, heavy team coun-
terparts, train on a par-time basis.

And though light CST's can provide similar
manpower support as the beavy teams, thene
is one major difference that plagues the Hght
forces — the lack of WMD testing and vital
equipment caches thit are typically found in
heavily funded civilian first responder teams,

*Cuarrenily, we don't have the cnitical Wil
agent classification and identification insiru-
ments needed 10 give proper analysis suppon
1o the civilian HAZMAT teams in the stale,”
said Sgt. st Class Scott Beaupre, from the
I3th WMD Light C5T, Rhode lsland
National Guard. "Without the high-end

Photos by Pz, Jennider Marguis

Hope Valley Voluntear HAZMAT Team members prepare to decontaminate Sgt. Paul D'Braccio of the 13th WMD Light
CST after exiting the WMD exercise incident scene.

responder equipment that heavy teams pos-
sews, we are nol considered mission capa-
H:-II

Part of the $6 million price tag 1o fully

implement a WMD heavy C3T includes a
mobile biological, mdiological and chemical
agend analytical lab, 8 mobile satellile com-
mamndcations vehicle, and funding o employ
22 full-time Mational Guard personnel

*“If we were requested, we could show up ad
the scene of an incident, but we will not have
the equipment we need to do what needs to
be done io help save lives,” said Beaupre,

Oipe significant shortfall of WMD CST
readiness is distance from a potential inci-
dent seene m Rhode Island. Currently, the
closcat tcam is Matick, Mass., which has the
responsibility for all of southernm Mew
Engknnd, he said,

Six states: Two teams

“In the event of a WMD incident in Rhode
Island, it would take more than several hours
for the ncarest Heavy Team from central
Massachusents to get here in time to help pre-
vent further injury ond save lves,” zaud
Beaupre, currently ithe only full-time
Mational Guerd member of Rhode [sland's
13th WMD Light CST.

Aaed there's no guarantee that WD heavy
C5T's from a neighboring state would be
available i colled on by another sinte's
Governor for help in a cnsis

Since 9-11, Congress has passed new legis-
lation authorizing the crestion of more
WMD heavy CST's but the funding to creale
these desperately needed civil suppont opera-
tions i3 slow in coming.

A new hope

As Rhode Island’s 13th WMD Light CST
awaits the latest round of Congressional
funding approval to upgrade their manning
and equipment needs to full operational
WD Heavy CST status, they make time to
train with local HAZMAT teams that work
with Rhode Island's Emergency
Manzgementi Agency.

"They oll work on the same type of formai
throughout the sinte," said Besupre. "What
we want 1o gain from them is how they setup
on scene. We would generally show up a few
hours later, and secing how they set up
makes it easier for us to guide off them. If we
know what they're doing ahead of ume, it
makes everything that much easier 1o get
accamplished. We don’t just come in and
take over - we come in and join them.”™

During Movember, Rhode [slend’s [ 3th
WMD Light CST trained with 8 group of

Bee C5T On Page 11

Sgt. Paul D'Braccio, 13th WMD Light C5T, gets his vital signs checked by Eric
Bucland, Hope Valley Voluntear HAZMAT Team medical officer prior to sulting
up for entry into the WMD exercise incident scene.
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CST

HAZMAT first responders from the Hope
Wallev, Viduntcer Fire Depariment.

"They gave us their knowledie and helped
train us on the use of critical HAZMAT
analysis . equipment,” sakd Dave Dumsar,
assistant fire chief, Hope Valley Fire
Depariment. "We want to continue to devel-
op a great relationship with them. They've
miade their position very stmightforward as
to what their mission is, snd they're not com-
ing down here to take over. They're coming
here to be a resource, That's what if's all
shout, 1 can't stress enouph how muoch we
look foraard to traming with them.™

The 22 Mational Guard members of thel 3th
WHD Light CST logged more than 2,500
classroom training hours in a complete array
of WMD response disciplines o keep i
members up to speed with courrent technolo-
gies and mission readiness on equipment
they have vet bo possess. But until the LS.
Army chooses to include Rhode Island in
their final roster of heavy team funding, the
I3th WMD Light CST must stand by and
hope that one of the most densely populated
stafes in America 15 not cought off guord by
a potential WMD derronss attack,

(Above) Firefighter Paul Cahlll, a
Hope Valley Volunteer HAZMAT Team
member, lifts equipment into place
for Cpl. Jose Torentine of the 13th
WMD Light CST.

(Below) Sgt. Paul D'Bracclo, 13th
WMD Light CST, gets decontaminat-
ed after exiting the WMD exercise

Cpl. Jose Torentino (left) and Sgt. Paul D'Braccio review analysis readings from the WMD exerclse incident scene.
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Helicopter shot down, three Guardsmen killed

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskeill
MaSional Giard Bursau

ARLINGTON, ¥a. - Three Army MNational Guard aviators
from America’s heartland became a grim pant of National
Ciuard history afier their [linois Army Guard transport heli-
copter was shol down in Irag on Nov, 2

Furst Lt. Brign Slavenss, 30, from Himeds and Chief Warrani
Officer 4 Bruce Smith, 41, from lown, were among the 16
soldiers who were killed in the Sunday moming sitsck
aguinst the CH-4T Chineek that the two aviators were opers
ating.

Another crewmember, Sgi. Paul Fisher, 39, from lowa diad
of his imjurics in Germany on Now, &,

Twenty U.S. troops, including two more lowa Army Guird
soldiers, were injured in the attack and crash near Fallujah as
the helicopter was camying soldiers, who were going on
leave, from bases in western lmg to the Baghdad
International Awrport.

Slavenas was a member of Company F, 15t Battalion, 106th
Aviation in Peoria, IIl. Smith and Fisher belonged to that
company’s Detachment 1 located in Davenport, lowa. The
avistion company was mobilized for Operation Iragi
Freedom duty last February.

Slavenas, Smith and Fisher are believed to be the first Army
Guard aviators to ever be killed during action afler deploying
b m war zone with their National Guard unit, sccording (o
Maj, Les Melnyk, an Army Guard historian in Arlington, Va.

"There may have been other Army Guard avistors in
Vietnam or Kores who were mobilized oz individuals, served
in Regular Army units, and got killed, but we are pretty sure
this is the first time that Army Guard avistors who have
deploved with their own unit have been killed in combat,®
Melnyk said.

It iz also believed to be the first time that an Army Guard
helicopier has been shot down by hostile fire, be added.

"We've loat pilots and aircraft over the years to imining acci-
dents, but never, w our knowledge, to hostile fire,” the Guard
historian said.

Another lllinois Army Guard helicopter was also fired upon
but was not brought down, Guard officials reported.

It has been o hard year for National Guard troops, and their
families, who are engaged in the global war agninst terror-
ism.

Thirty-cight National Guard personne] hud died during
Operation Iragi Freedom as of Nov, 17, according to the
National Guard Buresu, Seventeen of them have been killed
in action or died of wounds.

Four other Guard members have died while taking part in
Operation Enduring Freedom this year, They either died in
Afghanistan or in Kuwait or Qutar before the ULS.-led coali-
tioh forces launched the war against the forces of Imgi
Pressdent Saddam Hussein kast March,

All told, 44 National Guard members, including two mem-
bers of the Air MNational Guard, have died while on federsl
nctive duty during the war,

Members of their familics and those with whom they served
paid tribute to Slavenas and Smith during November's first
woele Their aviation unit has been supporting the Army's
82nd Airborme Division in Irag, it was explained.

Slavenas loved his job of flying dignitaries, soldiers, pris-
oners of war and equipment, his fther, Ronold Slavenas, 1old
thie Associated Press

“He described to me seeing all of those places from the air,
pointing out archacological sites like Babylon. For him it was
like sightseeing,” Slavenas's father added.

Slavenss, who was not married, joined the active Army in

inois

Slavenas

Fallen Guardsmen

Ist Lt. Brian Slavenas, 30, from
and Chief Warrant
Officer 4 Bruce Smith, 41, from
lowa were among the 16 sol-
diers, who were killed in the
Sunday morning attack against
the CH-47 Chinook that the two
aviators were operating,

Smith

1991 after completing high school in DeKalb, 11, He camed
his officer’s commission and became a helicopler pilot afier
joining the Ilinois Army Guard in June 1995, said Stacey
Ricger, an lllinois Mational Guard spokesperson. He had
recenlly earned an engincering degree from the University of
lfimciz a1 Urbana-Champaign,

"This 15 o very sad day for Minois and the men and women
of the Illinois National Guard, sad Brng. Gen Randal
Thomas, the [llinoks adjutant general. "The men and women
of F Company, 106th Aviation are highly trained profession-
als. However, the missions that our military personnel are
performing in Imq and in other places as pan of the global
war on lerrorism are inherently dangerous,” he added.

"My hean, and the hearts of all inoisans go out 1o Brian
und Brian's family today,” said Illinois Gov. Rod R.
Blagojevich. "1 commend his bravery and the bravery of all
of our soldiers fighting to end terrorism in the world.”

"1 am very proud of my husbhand for his service to our coun-
try,” stated Olivin Smith, the warrant officer's widow, in West
Liberty, lowa. "He touched a lot of Tives in his unit and in our
local schools. He will be sorely missed by all of us.”

Smith joined the lowa Army Guard in April 1980 and began
fying. helicopters in 1987, He was o command pilot with
miore thon 2000 hours of sccident-free flight time in
Chinooks and U/H-1 Hueys, He was also o full-time instruc-
tor pilot a2 the lowa Army Guard Aviation Support Facility in
Dawvenport,

His injuries on Moy, 2 were initially considered to be non-
life threatening. but Smith died at a combat medical unit near
the crash site, nccording to Col. Robert King, spokesman for
the Towna National Guard.

Other members of the Towa aviation detachment sustained
injurtes from the attack, King said Sgt. Gerald Santos, 35,
and Spc. Chad Baetke, 31, were transported with Fisher to
Giermany for treatment, King said.

National Guard Casualties

Following are the names of those who have died while par-
ticipating in Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom opera-
tions, The list includes their ages, states or territories in
which their Guard units are based, and the dates and coun-
tries of their deaths. K1A indicates they were killed in action.
DOW indicates they died of wounds, All were members of
the Army National Guard except for two who belonged to the
Aur National Guared.

Operation Iraqi Freedom
Spc. Robert Wise, 21, Florida, Nov. 12, Irag, KIA.
Siaff Sgi. Nathan Bailey, 46, Tennessee, Nov. 12, Kuwait.
Sgt. Paul Fisher, 39, lowa, Nov. 6, Germany, DOW,
Spe. James Chance I11, 25, Mississippi, Nov. 6, Iraq, KIA.
Ist Lt. Brinn Skavenas, 30, Tllinois, Nov. 2, Irag, KIA.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Bruce Smith, 41, Towa, Nov. 2, Iraq,
DOW,

Pvi. Algemon Adams, 36, South Carolina, Oct. 28, Irag.

sgt. Aubrey Bell, 33, Alnbama, Oct. 27, Irag, KIA.

Pfc. Paul Bueche, 19, Alabama, Oct. 21, Irag.

Spc. Michael Willinms, 46, New York, Oct. 17, Irag, KIA,

S1ail Sgt. Harold Best, 47, North Carolina, Oct. 7, Fort

atewant, (Ga.

Pfc. Kristian Parker, 23, Louisiana, Sept. 29, Qutar.

Sgi. Darrin Potter, 24, Kentucky, Sept. 29, lmg.

Sgt. 1t Class Robert Rooney, 43, Massachusens, Sept. 25,
Kuwait,

Capt. Robert Lucero, 34, Wyoming, Sept. 25, Trag, KIA.

Spe. Michael Andrade, 28, Rhade Island, Scpt. 24, Irag.

Sgt. Charles Caldwell, 38, Rhode Island, Sepi. 1, Irag, KIA.

Staff Sgt. Joseph Camarn, 40, Rhode Island, Sept. 1, Irag,
ElA.

Spe. Damyl Dent, 21, District of Columbia, Aug. 26, Irag,
KIA.
Suff Sgt. Bobby Franklin, 38, Nonh Carolina, Aug. 20,
Irag, KIA.

Ple. David Kirchoff, 31, lowa, Aug. 14, Germany.

Staff Sgt. David Perry, 36, Californin, Aug. 10, Img, KIA.

Sgt. Flovd Knighten Jr., 55, Lousiana, Aug. 9, Irsq.

Pfc. Brandon Ramsey, 21, linois, Aug. 8, Img,

Staff Sgt. David Lloyd, 44, Tennessee, Aug. 5, Kuwait.

Sgt. Heath McMillin, 29, New York, July 27, Irmg, KIA.

Spe. Jon Fettig, 30, Morh Dakota, July 22, Irag, KIA.

Sgt.1st Class Christopher Willoughby, 29, Georgia, July 20,
Irag.

apc. Joshua Meusche, 20, Missouri, July 12, Germany.

Sgt. Roger Rowe, 54, Tennessee, July 9, lrg, KIA.

Sgr. 191 Class Craig Boling, 38, Indiana, July B, Kuwail,

Spe. Jeffrey Wershow, 22, Florida, July 6, Irag, KIA.

Spe. Richard Orengo, 32, Puerto Rico, June 26, Img.

spe. Jeremy Loveless, 22, Alnbama, Apnil 28, Fort Benning,
G

Cpl John Rivern, 23, Florida, April 17, Kuwait.

Spe. Richard Goward, 32, Michigan, April 14, Irag,

Spec. William Jeffries, 39, Indiana, March 26, Spain.

*Maj. Gregory Stone, 40, Jdaho, March 25, Kuwait.

Operation Enduring Freedom
Sgt. Christopher Ceiger, 38, Pennsylvania, July 9,
Afghanistan,
*Stafl’ Sgt. Jacob Frazier, 24, Illinois, March 29,
Afghanistan, KIA.
Spe. Brion Clemens, 19, Indiana, Feb, 6, Kuwait.
Szt Michas] Barry, 29, Missouri, Feb. 1, Oatar.
Sgu. Gene Vince Jr, 38, West Virginia, May 19, 2002,
Afghanistan, KIA.
Sgt. 15t Class Danicl Romero, 30, Colorado, April 15, 2002,
Afghanistan, KIA.
{*® Member of the Air Mational Guard,)
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Vaughn accpets

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
HNational Guard Bureau

ARLINGTOMN, Va. = The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Suff promoted Clyde Vaughn to major general and warm-
Iy weleomed the Missouwri Army National Grard soldisr 1o
his staff on Nov, 10 at the Pentagon.

"You're coming in af a time when there'll be no shorage
of work, but you're used to that," Gen. Richard Myers 1old
Vaughn, who bas been appointed as the chairman's assis-
tant for National Guard matiers,

"These are important times for our reserve components,”
Myers told Vaughn in the company of his family and many
friends, who gathered in the chairman's dining room. "In
the next couple of years, we're going 1o see some real
changes in how we do business,

"We're promoting him, because o lot of people think he's
ot a lot more to give for his country,” Myers added.

Vaughn, 57, has azsemed the two-star position on Myers's
staff afler serving as deputy director of the Army National
Cruenre simce Seplember 2002,

He will advise Myers on such matlers &% resourcing and
deplaying people from the nearly 460,000 members of the
Army and Air National Guard for duty during the global
WET against lerrorism,

Winghn will serve as principle adviser on MNational Guand
matters o the chairman and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, act as
the chaimman's personal limison with Mational Guand com-
panents, and participate when National Guard matters are
brought before soch defense forums as the Joinl Review
Board.

[ . il

the Joint Chiefs of Staff position

Newly promoled Army Mational Guard Maj. Gen, Clyde Vaughn repeats his oath of office administered
by Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, during Vaughn's promotion ceremony
on Nov. 10 at the Pentagon. Carol Vaughn stands beside her husband.

Pheto by Master Sgt Bob Haskol

More than 125,000 Guard soldiers and airmen were serv-
ing around the world or were aleried to be called up on the
Mondday afternoon before Veterans Day — when Vaughn
nisumed his new dulies, o

He lias succeeded Nonlh Caroling Army Guand M. Gen,

Cierald Rudssill Jr., on Myers' stafl.
“We're excited about this, and we will do the very best that
we can,” Vaughn promised Myers during brief remarks
after Vaughn's wife Carol, his son Chad, daughter Kristi
Melrvedt and grandsons Drew and Parker Meltvedt helped
pin ¢n the his new silver stars,

Vaughn is a former Missouri high school football coach,

who began oversesing Army Guard deployments 1o assist
Panama and other Lufin American countrics in 1984 a5 a
full-time Guard officer,

He served for 31 months.as the Army’s deputy derector for
operntions, readiness and mobilization ot the Pentagon
before becoming the Army Guard's deputy director.

He has influenced countless yvoung Anmy Guard soldiers
a5 well as other young people, especially during the seven
years he coached high school football teams in Dexter,
Mo., where he grew up. His teams won four conference
championships and was stale ninner-up one year,

Vaughn's son, Chad, = a Marine Corps captain and F-18

fighter pilot, currently based at the Miramar Marine Corps
Air Station in San Diego, Calif, following an cight-month
deployment aboard the USS Carl Vincent,

"Lgaw the wolues be lives his life by, and [ love this
lifestyle,™ said the younger Vaughn about how his father
kelped influence him to become a Marine,

"He loves the fact that I'm a Marine and that I'm doing
what I want to do. He supports me 100 percent.”

Captain Yaughn celebrated his X0th birthday an Mo, 10,
the date of his father's promotion. That, eoincidentally,
wias the Manine Corps's 228th birthday.

Army Guard recruiters ready for challenging year

By Rick Breftenfeidt
National Guand Bureay

ARLINGTON, Vi, - After seven consecu-
tive years of surpassing their year-end
sirength goals in recruiting and retention, the
Army Mational Guard is stepping up s
efforts to ensure another successful year in
200,

This year, the Army Guard had 351,091 sol-
diers as part of its force, slightly above their
goal of 350,000,

"We really made a pretty good comeback
over the final months of the fiscal yvear,” said
Maj. Rober J. Howell, chief of the Strength
Operations . Branch af Natfopal Guard
Bureau, "Our recruiling and retention force
i the field really picked it up and got us
above 351,000,

Sgt st Class Jim O'Ferrell, who works in
the Alexandria, Va., recruiting and retention
office was one of many who helped the
Gruard surpass its goal,

"W are concentrating on our high school
programs even more aggressively than lasi

vear,” said OFemrell, who works wath stu-
dents from [l Nomhern Virginia high
schools, tesching life skills and helping stu-
dents becorme fumiliar with the Guand,

According to (FFerrell, there are several
strong programs working right now, inchsd-
ing the Yirginia Anmy National Guard web-
site, which had more than 14,000 hits last
year alone,

"The key for our station's success," said
O'Ferrell, “is that we talk 1o evervbody we
meet about the Virginia Army National
Guard. Evervbody”

There is concern that the upcoming vear
could prove tw be even more challenging
becausz of the uncertainties of the soldiers
who are currently mobilized.

"W bear the same anecdoin]l media reporis
that soy big losses will tuke place, and we're
certainly wary of the readiness impacts, “said
Howell. "Fortunately, we haven't seen large
losses nationwide among units that have
returned from deployments, Our retention
raie is a testimony to the dedication and pro-

fesstonalism of our traditional Guardsmen.”

Howell aid that be and the teams in the
Army Guard are unique because they have a
three-pan miszion, which includes recnuii-
ing. retention and aftrilion management.

According to Howell, the retention and attn-
Hon management components are being very
aggressively worked.

"We have been getting ingide the deploy-
ment cycle before 5t happens and working
some of our atirition and refention programs
prior to mobilization,™ said Howell,

Currently the Army Guard has severnl pro-
grams in place 1o help address the needs and
concerns of soldiers who are coming ofl
deployments,

Leadership, Education and Development
(LEAD) and Trust, Empowerment, Atiitude
anid Motivation (TEAM) are training pro-
grams that focus on very specific issucs that
can impact soldier retention. Both of these
programs, according 1o Howell, have pro-
duced great results, but the number one com-
plaint from all soldiers is the amount of time

spent away from their families, which is dif-
ficult (o attack in a struchured training pro-
gram.

Keeping troined and experienced soldiers in
the Ay CGuard is critical to maintaining
combat readiness. The knowledge and expe-
rience that the individual soldier develops are
very difficull o replace, said Howell,

Howell estimates it costs more than 11 044
o pay, clothe, feed and transpori ench new
recruif from the me they enlist through the
time they finish with their advanced individ-
ol training, adding that roughly 2 500 new
enlistees cach month volunieer for service in
the Army Guand. Adding in the fixed costs at
cach traming installation would mise tha
cost exponentinlly,

Howell and his team said they continue o
focus their efforts this year,

"With the current rmte of employment of the
CGruard worldwide, there just isn't any time 1o
relax in recruiting or retention,” said Howell.
"This fiscal vear will be even more of a chal-
lenge than last year"
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The Guards higgest killer-

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Walicnal Guard Bursau

ARLINGTOM, ¥a. — The fact that he was
wearing his seaibelt was about the only
thing going for the 38-year-old Army
Motional Ciuard soldier at 10:30 on that
Saturday moming last April. It wasn't
enough.

He was off duty and driving home fol-
lowing amnual waining, when he changed
lunes ti pass a iractoe-trailer trsck. He ran
into the back of another tractor-trailer rig
that was traveling at a slower speed,
accordimg 10 an Army Gunnd report

He had helped clean the armory bofone
tuming in at 2:15 a.m. He slept for about
three hours and atterded o 5:30 am., safe-
t¥ brcling before leaving for home at
ot 7:340,

Witnesses reported he was weaving in and
oul of traffic al an excessive speed.
"Fatigue, spoed, folloesnng too close, and
gei-home-itis." wera listed as the caustes of
hiz death 19 days later.

The Mational Guard had lost another 20l-
dier to the biggest killer of them all - aeei-
dents in privately owned vehicles,

Sixteen Army Guard soldiers died that
wiy during 2003, snid Agnes Eisenhart,
the Army Guard's Safety ond Occapational
Health manager. Ten of the 16 were not
wearing seatbelis,

"The Army National Guard is committed
Ie domng everything possible 1o protect the
LS, from the threat of terrorisan, However,
the greatest danger we face 85 0 nation is
modew vehicle crashes,” said Lt Gen
Roger C, Schulte, the Army Guard dirce-
for.

Ciuard . leaders are moking a conceried
effort to do something about that situation
which, they acknowledge, is the most chal-
lenging to resobve.

Lt fien. H Steven

Mutional Guard
Hureau, i stnessing
safety - for person- Muth: Sl
nel on and off duty — [ENEEEETT AT
as part of his push
for  transforming
Mutiomnal Cluard
headguariess  inlo
Joint staff operations, ko -

He has ordercd Air SRR TIRIT
Cruard Col. Wayne
Gallo o organize o
Joint Safety Office
here a1 the Mational
Ciuard Bureau's
headquarters.

"Safety is truly a
joint activity, and combining the Anmy
Guard and Ajr Guard safety programs will
chiminste duplication and devole more
resolirces o accident prevention,” Gallo
said.

That office, coincidentally, is being
organized during one of the busiest periods

LTI TY T T
Iruih; =

adlety lips
Blum, ¢hief of ithe i Arpmy Mertioanal

Wivith: Salary beli

in Mational Guard history, officials poimted
out. Guard members dre deploving o
places in this country and around the
world, where they do not know the termin
and all of the rules of the road,

Blum has made it clear that the Natiomal
Guard will comply with Secrctary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld's directive to
cut all levels of military accidents by half
during the next two years,

Rumsfeld, who formed & new Defense
Safety Oversight Council carlier this year,
has chollenged all Diefense agencies o
reduce the mumber of accidenis and
injuries recorded in 2002 by 20 percent
during fiscal vear 2004, which bepan in
Dectober, pnd by 50 percent in 2005,

That includes sccidents in the private
vehicles daven by the men and women in
the Mationnl Guard when they are on and
off duty, as for 88 Gallo and other Guard
Bureau safety people are concerned

"Dur facilities are safe, Our military vehi-
cles and mircrall are safe. Irs the privale
vehicles thot ore the biggest clallenge,
especially when the Guard members are
of i duty and away from our installations,”
Gallo obaerved.

Furthermone, Guand safety officials: are
aggressively pushing an Army  Guard
defensive driving progrum that is available
om the Intermct, emientations for people new
i0 an arca, and stricier compliance to regu-
Intions, such s "The L5, Air Force Trailic
Safety Program,”

"Safety ix pot semething we can leive (o
chance," Eisenhari said.

Army Guard statistics highlight the prob-
lem Minety-ning Guard soldicrs were
killed in growid sccidents duning the pasi
si% years. Seventy-two of them died from
accidents in private vehicles, which is an
overwhelmimg 73
percent.

The couses are a3
old s the pomobile
and as new as mod-
em technalogy:
speed, Matigue, alco-
hol, eraffic-nule viola-
HONs, Nod Eng scat-
belts, and inattention
caused, in parl, by
distracting devices
such as cell phones,
car radios and CD
players, claim
Easenhart and Chiel
Master Sgt. Don
Williams, the Air
Guard's  chielf of
Occupational Safety.

Sometimes, they
add, it is the other driver who is the culprit
and the Guard member who s the victim,

The cures can only be measured by com-
parison, Gallo pointed out. If more people
arc driving their vehicles safily, fewer peo-
ple are getting injured o killed, S0 Guand

willl hove a callision Ehis

safely people are stressing the cures.

"I 1 imperitive that we expand our effon
in attacking these incidents,” Schulte stai-
ed last February, "Accidents do not dis-
chiminate against age or rank. A person's
attitude and sclf-discipline have a great
effect on their driving habits, and poor
self-discipline and safety attitudes must be
adidressed

To that end, all Army Cusnd personnel,
who have a military dnvers license, are
required to complete four hours of instruc-
tion in traffic safety, All Army Guard =ol-
diers and civilimn workers are being urged
to undergo that trining.

An on-ling Defensive Dnving Course is
available anvtime af no cost 1o Army
Ciunrd soldiers and Army Guard federal
civilians® by clicking on www.safety-
servecom/amg. It inkes three or four hours
to conglete,

It meets the traiming requirements, and
some  aulo insurance  companics  offer
reduced rates 1o those who take it
Easenhart sasd.

The Army Guard also produces stickers,
pamphlets and videos that encourage peo-
ple to buckle up all of the time and address:
"Sobering Facts About Drinking and
Drriving."

The Air Gunrd (s placing more emphasis
on the Air Force’s Traffic Safety Program
explained in Alr Force Instruction 91-207.
It applies to just about every member of the
Air Force in of on moving motor vehicles

and bicycles while on and of! hase as well
as to “forcign students in trmnng with the
Adr Foree (who must comiphete applicable
traific safety courses).”

*It's always been there, but we're focusing
an it and advertising if more than we have
in the past,” Willisms explained.

The Air Guard's safety office sends sea-
sondl core messages to ground safely man-
agers sl every wing ond smaller scparnie
unit. The managers then tailor those mes-
snges io their ancas,

"We don't have as big a problem in the Air
Guand compared to the active Al Force,
because our members are & little hit obder
and becanse we are, by and large, onented
to our hometowms, " Williams said, “We e
not seeing a5 many glechol-related acei-
dents as we did 10 or 12 years ago.”

The biggest problem, he added, is the fact
that 5o many Air Guard people are serving
away from their homes,

"In the past year or so, if his seldom been
a problem with the operator, It's been the
unfamiliar environment,” William added
"That's why we are siressing orientations
for newcomers.®

Command Sgi. Maj. John Leonand, who
has recently become Lt Gen. Blum's sen-
ior enlisted odvisor, believes that the les-
sons Cuand people leam about military
safety can also be ppplied to their civilian
lives and loved ones.
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47th annual Operation Santa Claus hegins

Alaska National Guard and community partners spread holiday cheer in rural Alaska

By Maj. Mike Haller
Alpaks Matonal Guard

CAMP DEMALI, Alaska — Christmas sea-
gon siarts in Movember as the Alsska Air
Motional Guard's 144th Aidift Squadron pre-
pares Santa's C-130H tarboprop Hercules
sheigh for the anmual inp o Savoonga to
deliver toys, clothing, books, school sup-
plies, and even water. For the children ansd
familics of this remote community on St
Lowrence Island in the Bering Sea, it's a spe=
cial treat that they're looking forwand to,

"We're excited aboul this mission every
year,” says Brig. Gen. Craig Camipbell, adjo-
tink general of the Alaska National Guard.
"This really gives us an opportunity 1o nsach
out to fumilies in the communities across
Alaska and say ‘thanks' for all you do, We'll
vigil mare than |15 communities this season.”

Santa’s Guord gift-lifi began in 1956 sup-
porting a request from St Mary's Mission.
They needed toys for their children. Alasks
Air Cuprdsmen received new and used toys
from the Anchorage community, Afber fixing
any wom parts, they handed them owver to
Saint Wick for delivery aboard a C-121J
Provider. Owver the years, mone villages,

sclasils and groups invited- Oposrmfion-Sanis— Commissiancd  OfTicer's—group,—Walbani;

Chius to drop in on their communitics. Tens
of thousands of Alaskan schoolchildren have
enjoved the jolly old man's company.

This year's Operation Santa Claus will visit
Shizmarel, L Michaels, Stebbins and Wales
during the first half of MNovember. Santa,
Mirs. Claus, and the chves will also wisit Little
Diomede, Mekoryuk, Chalkyitsik, Russian
Mission, Mapaskiak, Cooper Landing, and
aboai & half dozen communities in Southeast

Signal soldiers:

Alaska in their annual preparation for
Christrmas Eve. Elves point oul that when all
is said and dome, they and the Claus's waill
have visited more than 3,000 youngsters,
prior io the big day.

Robbins Headlines Santa Show. Well-
known radio persopality Jim Robbins wall
emcee this vear's entertminmient programs at
Savoonga, Shishmaref, 31 Michaels, and
Wales, He'll be joined by Matt Valley of sev-
cral of the commumitics. The Santa Claus
Show typically features members of the Adr
Force Band of the Pacific and local perform-
ers as well, This year, Brigham Young
University’s Living Legends, a MNative
American song and dance performance
group, will join the troop for shows af St
Michaels and Woles, Santa and Mre. Claus
will alsg be jomed by well known Alaskan
griists Barbara Lavallee, Chad Camenter,
and James Morris.

Warming the Spirit. Toys, loys, toys!
What would Christmas be like withoul spe-
cinl toys for the children? With the Salvation
Army at the lead of collecting toys, and with
support  from  Capadian Forces, the
Elmendorf Air Force Base Top Three MNoa-

to scquire some 20,000 unclamed mems
annually with the bhelp of the Anchorage
Schonol District.

Volunteers sort through and organize moun-
tains of clothing that smive s Operation
Santa Clous' Workshop. It's moved on to one
af a half-dozen wvolunteer cleaners that
imclude: the military’s QuarterMasier
Laundry on Ft. Richardson, American Linen,
Peacock Cleaners, Candy's Cleaners, ithe
McLaughlin Youth Center, Alaska Regional
Hospital, Providence Hospital, and the
Alaska Mative Medical Center.

Cmce cleaned, pressed, and sorted, clothing
ts distributed in balpnced amounts 1o some
dozen or more villoges. With a smule of
appreciation, a voluniger or group within the
community takes it from there.

Warming the Mind. Seven years ago
some of the elves took note of literacy chal-
lenges facing youth in our communitics.
Operation Sants Claus added books (o the
gift list. When Santa arrives, whether aboard
a C-130 Hercules or his UH-00 Black Hawk
helicopier, he can be seen hamding off large
boxes of books 1o school or commumity
librarians, — more than 7,000 books, new or

Sam’s Chlub, Cosco, and many ofhess, toy
collection is a great success. At least the kids
think so.

Warming Heart & Hand. About eight
years ago, we began collecting new and
slightly wsed clothes o add to our gift list
We found Anchorage’s school children and
woung adulis to be very generous - most peo-
ple refer o it a8 bost and found - we like o
think of it as generous gift giving. We're able

alightly used, sach year,

Title Wave Books handled the bulk of the
book mission for four years. Three years ago,
Amazon.Com jumped into the act and sdded
severnl hundred more. A vear loter Scholastic
Books bepun belping as well,

All of this is a key part of the Guard's
Literacy Project focused m rural Aleska, The
Elmendorf AFB Chopel Community and
Aluskn USA Federal Credit Union, continues

Alaska Alr National Guard's 144th
Alrlift Squadron prepares Santa's C-
130H turboprop Hercules sleigh for
Saturday's trip to Savoonga to deliv-
ar toys, clothing, books, school sup-
plies, and aven water. For the chil-
dran and familles of this remote com-
munity, on St. Lawrence Island in the
Bering Sea.

to provide significant seed money that yields
dynamic retums with the literacy effors.
Artiqee Limiled, Alaska Mational CGuard
Oificer's Association and Lhe Enlisted

Association, make generons  donations.

KBear-FM and KOEZ-FM, and many others
generously donate time, effort, and products
in support of Sania’s joumey across the
Tundra,

In the past two vears, Southside Bistro, sev-
el local anto dealers, Office Depot, and
several church and youth organizations have
sdded to efforts to provide school supplies

for rurnd youngsters through the suspices of
Operation Santa Claos,

New partnership in Florida brings cost effective training

By Senior Airman Thomas Kielbasa
Florida National Guard Public Allairs

FORT GORDOM, Ga — A noew partnership
between the U5, Army Signal School and a
Flonda community college s being viewed
s 4 first step in belping Florida Armmy
Mational Guard soldiers train more cost-
effectively mn their carcer fickds,

Commandant of the U5, Army Sigaal
School, Bog. Gen. Jangt Hicks, signed an
agreement with the Florida Community
Callege st Jacksonville (FOCT) on Oct. 23,
The civilinn community coflege will provide
technical training o its Jacksonville campus
for reserve soldiers in the Signal Comps. In
this pilot program, FOCT would be sceredit-
ed 1o train warrant officers in the Information
Svstems branch (251A) and enlisted soldiers
as Hasic Information Svatems
Operalors’Analysis (MOS-T4B),

Ome of the expeciations of the initiative is
that it will be more cost-gffective (o train sol-
diers focally in their military specialites, than
send them fo the signal school at Fort
Cordon. The pannered school — FOCI — is
located in Jacksonville, where the Florida
Mational Guard's 146tk Signal Battalion is
headgquartered,

Hicks lauded the initiative as "expanding
the boundaries of military training” duning
the signing ceremony af Fort Gordon's Signal
Corps Museum.

"It benefits the state of Florida by providing
cost-cffective altermative tmining to soldiers
al local technical schools, colleges and uni-
versitics." Hicks said. "It benefits all soldiers
by providing training on a flexible schedule,
e we all know thit Mlexibility 15 aboul the
most precious commaodity we have these
daﬁll

Florida"s adjutant general, Maj. Gen.

Douglas Bumett, members of the Flonda
Army Mabonal Guard command staff, and
representatives from FOCT attended the cer-
emony in suppaort of the agrecment.

"This is unigque and if's the right thing to
do.” Bumett smid afier the signing. "And it
{could) s=aves taxpayers’ money.”

Acconding 1o o prospecius, the program
(where students would trin locally in mrea
colleges or technical schools) could save
more than $306,000 for every 12 students
triined. The cost for training military person-
nel in residence a1 Fort Gordon is an estimal-
el 828,000 per student, as opposed to an esti-
mte of less than 52,000 per student through
the program.

One of the program instintors, Chiel
Warmant Officer Dwayne Jensen of the LS.
Signal School, explained the Florids mitia-
tive will act as & test program, and after a

sucoessiul trial it will be pushed oot to other
Mational Guard units throughout the country.
He said he is considering expanding the pro-
gram o include the techmical sections of both
the basic and non-commissioned officer
courses for signnl soldiers.

"The bigeest challenges ia getting the word

out,” Jensen explained. "T've already lked
to the Mational Guard Burenu snd all the
states command chief warrant officers and
they're just waiting for me o get the word out
nnd let them know how they can do it in their
stabe.”
Jensen said the first soldiers could be train-
ing in the pilot program as early as this year.
According to plons, the civilian iraining
meedules will either meet or exceed the Armmy
Training Siandards for the 748 iraining, snd
allow for shortened training periods for spe-
cialty gualification.

e Ox G 153



Army and Air National
Guardsmen from five states
pitch in to save land and lives

Callfornia Naticnal Guard

ARLINGTON, Vo — Seveml hundred
Matiopn] Guard troops o0 in their licks
agninst the firestorm that showed no mercy
on Seuthern California in Inte October, when
the countryside wis ripe for the bumning

Mearly 300 Army and Air Cand personnel
helped firefighters in Los Angeles and San
Diego counties baitle and take control of the
warst wildfires ever recorded in that state.

At least 10 of the fires consumed more than
T45,000 scres, or 1,164 square miles, and
destroyed over 3,400 homes,

"We'ne focing somee of the most sevens con-
ditions we could face on the pround,” said
John Winder, the Californiu Department of
Forcstry battalion chief. "This is the tail end
of the fire scason, and fsel is as dry a8 it can
tﬂ:'.-

Califormm, Mevada and Oregon Army
duerd Black Hawk and Chinook helicopters
drowned their share of Names amd hotspots
with 454,212 gallons of water, while flyving
500 missions, Californis Guard officials
reparted.

Ciov, Gray Davis declared a state of emer-
gency on Oct. 26,

Six Air Mational Guard C-130 transports

B =06

and two more (rom the Air Force Reserve
basmibeed the blazing Simi Valley countryside
with 129,600 gallons of retardant during 48
missions afler the fires grew too big for
eivilian aircrafl to handle.

The helicoplers carried water buckets that
coubd hold between 660 and 2 (06 gallons,

The eight C-130 Hercules are equipped
with Modular Airthome Fire Fighting
Systems thal can hold wp o 3,000 gnllons of
fire retandant. They aine based with Air Guiand
pirlift wings in California, Nonh Carolina
and Wyoming and an Air Force Reserve
wing in Colorado,

LS. Alr Force photo bry S8 Sgt. Alex Koanig

A Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) equipped C-130E alrcraft
from the 146th Airlift Wing, Channel slands Air National Guard Station, drops
a fire retardant drop on the Siml Fire in Southern California.

Photos by Sersor Master Sgi. Dennis W, Golf
C-130E aircrew members discuss attack routes for making fire retardant
drops on the Simi fire in Southem California in late October.




