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National Guard meets its
recruiting and retention goals a 0
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell The Army Guard achieved its end-
National Guard Bureau strength requirement for the sev- HomerWaIden,

ARLINGTON, Va. - The num- enth straight fiscal year. The Air a weapons Con-
bers are in, and National Guard Guard has met or exceeded its trotter in the
leaders announced on Oct. 2 that recruiting goals for the last four
the Army and Air National Guard years and for five of the last seven Grd's 116t
recruited and retained more than years.
enough people during the past year The Air Guard started 2003 with Air Control

to keep the force as large as 112,070 members, and its total of Squadron in

Congress wants it to be. 108,332 at the end of the year gives

The Army and Air National Guard it an overall manning of 101.6 per- twf s mr

met their end-strength require- cent, officials explained.

ments for the 2003 fiscal year that That organization surpassed its When he

ended on Sept. 30, which marked recruiting goal of 6,909 for the year

the end of the second full year of by signing up 8,669 by the end of Air National
the global war against terrorism, August. enlisted

said Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum, chief The Army Guard gained a lot of weapons direc-

of the National Guard Bureau. ground to meet its objective, torto graduate
The Army Guard had 350,835 sol- Guzzetta explained, by signing up fro A

diers and the Air Guard had enough new people since last April Weapons
108,332 members, it was to overcome a deficit of more than Director School.

-- nounced. The Army Giard' I fs0cifzen-s~diss ..
objective was 350,000. The Air "The first quarter in fiscal year 04
Guard's goal was 106,600. will be critical to our entire year,"

"This is what sets us apart ... the he predicted. "Strength fell quickly
ability to recruit and retain good in the first quarter [of 2003], and - Ii Id
people," Blum said. "The National we spent the entire year trying to U.O.IV UUV .. IR!V i1e
Guard Bureau sees no indication make up for it. We cannot let that ad " d
that the homeland security mission happen in FY04. Retention will be 11111 0 I O N StS . W .
or the war on terrorism is having a significant issue in FY04, more

any serious impact on recruiting." so than in FY03." ByMi, Donna Pri f rame flyig I&66m bat-ileitosa

Officials also encouraged mem- The stakes are high, Guzzetta Oregon NationalGuard

hers of the recruiting and retention added. "The Army National Guard. W

force to keep up the good work cannot fail, because if we fail the er Walden, a weapons controlla in the wrld missionsotraiin c t e Iey

during 2004. Army will fail, and if the Army Oregon Air Guard's 116thAir-ControlSqnadon i with fighter pilots in the sky to help them identify

"We do not know where this war fails, our nation fails." ..... jmtk history'this suminrfihh he enemies anddetermine when and where to lauch

will take us or how many of our The strength maintenance chief became the firs Air National Gard enlisted missile strikes> The director also regerre to as

brothers and sisters will be called praised America's young people for weapons director to graduate from Advanced controllers u tactical radar unit s and

upon to serve. But we do know that being willing to step up and be Wea.onsflirector School comniatdon modules to scan large aisace for

our mission is critical," said Lt. counted, because many who have The six-month long school-which is held at Nels imm.iaelhreats to securty and take action to
Col. Rich Guzzetta, chief of the not seved before signed up in s established

Army Guard's Strength September. for enlisted weapons directors with at least three Walden, a ground-based weapons controller with
Maintenance Division. "We had one of the best non-prior yerofeprec nani-et nwegOf'methnihtersfarcnrlexrec,

"End-strength" is the minimum service production months since a eontroioperatons. The intent of the curriculum served as the class leader for AWDS Class'03-1.
number of people mandated by 1990. Since that time only four is t give seasonedactivedutyanGuar ain He 'raduated along with a handhi of active duty
Congress so that the Army and Air months have been as good as.....ppornity td tmin t dvaiecd level in

Guard can be fully funded. September was," Guzzetta said. highvstress, sirulatedwartimrievironm with. . See FIRST C

Air Guard Army Guard Deloyed
This year's best of 16 soldiers rise to North Carolina's

the best the top 34h nfantry
Brigade gets the call
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110th Maintenance Company completes 500th work order
The On Guard is published month ly By Sgt 1st Class Michael Euvrard

using federIal funds under provisions of 110th Maintenance Company

AR 360-81 by the Command TALLIL AIR FORCE BASE, Iraq -

Information Branch of the National Saturday, July 26, 2003 was a momentous
Guhar.Bureau's Public Affairs Ofic. day for the 110th Maintenance Company,
for, all members of the Army and Air based out of Ayer, Mass., and currently serv-
National Guard. The 55,000 copies ae ing in Iraq; they completed their 500th work

distributed to all, National Guard units order.
and selected organizations throughout Since their arrival at Tallil Air Base on May

the Total Force. The views and Opinions 28, the 110th Maintenance Company-provid-

expressed herein are not necessarily ed critical maintenance to units stationed at
those ofthepa o e the and transitioning through Tallil Air Base.

The mission of the unit is incredibly diverse;
Gary, thea. Afrom providing repair parts, to actually per-

forming maintenance, to fabrication and

installation, to the recovery of disabled vehi-
cles the 1l0th has done it all.

* * .sThe 500th work order was completed on the

100th day in the theater of operations. What
E-mail your stories to us by the 1 st of makes this even more remarkable is the fact
each -month. We prefer that photos be that the unit had only been based at Tallil for
high-quality digital'(200 dpi or more) 59 days. The unit marked the occasion with

and e-inailed to: a small gathering of individuals involved in

.Edftor.9nGuard~ngbang.af.mI the 500th job.
Led by he base maintenance platoon leader,

2nd Lt Gerard Hill, the team for the 500th
job consisted of Sgt. Errick Diubois, Sgt.
David Laraba, Spc. Luis Bonilla, and Spe.
Andrew Lapre.

The job was accepted and processed into
Suite, 11200 . . the unit by the Maintenance Control Office,
14i1I Jefferson Davis Highway led by Ist Lt. Ivan Sera-Perez. The repair
Arlington VA,22202-3259 parts for the job were ordered, processed and

received by the Class IX Section, led by 1st
Lt. Roy -Erickson. _

The actual job was to repair an M1025
hummer owned by the 933rd Military Police

(703) 607-2649 Company - an Illinois National Guard unit srder. ct are: Mcrugh, let Sgt , Er a Bown, (Bck rwtie
DSN .327-2649 ... also deployed at Tallil. The removal and

FAX: (703). 607-3686 installation of the transfer case, under the t rliht)Stpff Sgt.Donal Smith, Spc. Luis Bonilla, Spc;DavidLaraba, Spc.
supervision of Chief Warrant Officer James......

Slater took twelve hours to complete, and
Staff Sgt. Donald Smith of the maintenance

control section conducted the final inspec- 110th Maintenance Company has been sta- The unit continues to maintain a positive

www tion. tioned at Fort Drum, N.Y., Camp Arifjan, outlook despite the adverse conditions in

Since its activation on February 10, the Kuwait-and Tallil, Iraq. central Iraq.

FROM PAGE 1

First
CHIEF, . The officer-based FWS and the enlisted- to-air refueling. It's a tough part of the cur-

based AWDS are held concurrently in order riculum but it's definitely needed."NatinalGuar Bueaustudents on June 13, to become the firstGwuastens onrJuner13, te o n the i to maximize training among and between According to Tech. Sgt. James Peters,

.TG HSteven lum . epilots and weapons controllers. NCOIC of standards and evaluations at
course. "The staff at the (AWDS) schoolhouse use AWDS, enlisted personnel were barred from
Due to the complexity of the mission, each a building block approach by starting with serving as weapons directors until 1993,

class is made up of only six students, with a small (combat) missions before introducing when the results of a General AccountingNGB, Public Affairs.50/50 split between ground and air-based larger and larger ones," explained Walden. Office study spawned personnel changes.
r. Daniel Donohue....... controllers. Across the U.S., there are "Ifs avery challenging course that requires a Since then, hundreds of enlisted weapons

approxmatel 500n contdredss 300 ofise weaponapproximately 500 controllers, 300 of which lot of experience." directors have entered the career field and
CHIEF,..can, the skies using ground-based equip- Before the enlisted students are exposed to attended the required nine-month basic tech-

ment. The other 200 operate i controllers in combat missions however, they are instruct- nical school in Arizona. The school includes

G P l Athe sky while flying on board Airborne ed, on operational details of each aircraft in

.nnan.Information Warning and Control Systems aircraft. the Air Force inventory, including all six months of trainingat the Tucson Air

.Mrs.. Daena Kanouse.According to Walden, the AWDS curricu- bombers, fighters, refuelers and NATO air- National Guard Base end three months of
lum was developed, in part, from programs craft. training on modular equipment at Luke AFB.

" " t t Fiht - - ."The Guard and active duty (enlisted)
EDITOR and syllabi already in place at the Fighter Knowing the different types of aircraft and T a a

Weapons School (FWS), also conducted here their capabilities is important, says Walden, weapons directors are just about par with
at Nellis AFB. The FWS operates i rigorous because of the partnership they have with each other," said Peters, when asked if any

training program for (aeronautically rated) fighter pilots in the air. "We control combat differences exist between the two military

SENIOR CORRESPONDENT officers, who pass a difficult screening aircraft when thtey are performing their com- organizations. "They (the Air Guard) are get-

asterSgt. Bob Hakell.... process and are selected to become weapons bat mission, whether it be air-to-air combat, ting tasked as much as we are these days and
officers. combat air patrols, close-air support, or air- really stepping up to the challenges."
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Army Guardsmen to maintainpeace in Kosovo
Minnesota's
34th Infantry
Division deploys
nearly 1,000
citizen-soldiers
By Senior Airman Cheryl Hackley.
Minnesota National Guard

SAINT PAUL, Mitn. Nearly 1,000
Minnesota Army National Guard soldiers
representing a dozen units in the
Minneapolis-Saint Paul area have departed
for peacekeeping duties in Kosovo. They
left for Fort Stewart, Ga., on Oct. 11 to begin
training for their specific missions.

"We have built our nation on sure founda-
tions of truth, freedom, justice and the dig-
nity of every person. For these very reasons,
we are called upon to help keep the peace in
other parts of the world," said U.S. Sen.
Norm Coleman in a letter addressed to the
deploying soldiers.

Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty, first
lady Mary Pawlenty, Sen. Mark Dayton and
the adjutant general, Brig., Gen. H Photos..y.Chery. Hac....
Sieben, took part iti deployment ceremonj jXbQ p Oytg soId1i&tV6tht4th Vfamntry DiviSion gather at Photos by Cheryl Hackley

honoring the troops of Headquarters and the Twin Cities Air National Guard Base hangar for the deployment

Headquarters Company, 34th Infantry ceremony. A hangar was needed because of the large number of

Division, the day before their departure. soldiers and families attending. Nearly 500 people showed up to
The soldiers will train at Fort Stewart for support the 200 Minnesota soldiers of Headquarter's Company.

three months to prepare for the peacekeep- (Left) Gov Tim Pawlenty presents a
ing mission. The training will include cul- Minnesota flag-to Brig. Gen. Rick
tural and language studies, conducting pres- Erlandson, Task Force Falcon com-
ence patrols; maneuvering military vehicles mander, during the ceremony and wish-
on Kosovo's narrow roads; and identifying es his troops a safe mission.
and reacting to potential hazards like land-
mines. (Below) Gov. Pawlenty looks on as his

These soldiers will serve in a NATO-led wife, Mary Pawlenty, gives a supportive
peacekeeping mission with the objective of hug to a deploying soldier. Mary
maintaining peace without further military Pawlenty has been instrumental in sup-
force. As an independent province of Serbia, porting the Guard and their families
Kosovo has been considered a combat zone during deployments and even created a
since 1999 and has required outside services website to link volunteers with families
to preserve its stability. who, need assistance during a mem-

The civil war that erupted among Albanian ber's absence.
rebels and Serbian government troops killed
thousands of Kosovars. Many Kosovars
were displaced after the war and fled to
neighboring countries. After several
attempts to cease hostilities, NATO took
control of the situation. Now many of the
displaced individuals have returned to their
homes. The active duty components have
primarily led this mission since 1999, but Medical Service Officer, Capt. Paul Peterson,
Army National Guard combat divisions are and his family stay close to one another during
now leading operations. the ceremony. One of his daughters holds a

In addition to the 1,000 troops heading for Guardian Bear which is given to children under
Kosovo, another 1,100 Minnesota 16 when their parents are deployed overseas.
Guardsmen are currently deployed to neigh- Inside the bears vest is a special message from
boring Bosnia, making this the second the deployed parent to the child as a reminder
largest overseas deployment for Minnesota that they are thinking of them while they are
soldiers since the Korean War. away from home.
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2003's Outstanding Air National Guard members
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. -A former national col-
legiate majorette champion, who now man-
ages a 40-member honor guard program in
Kansas, and a Florida air traffic controller
trainer, who has served in the Marine Corps
Reserve and the active Army, are two of the
Air National Guard's six outstanding enlisted
people for 2003.

Kansas Air National Guard Master Sgt.
Christina Hamel of the :184th Air Refueling
Wing is the first honor guard program man-
ager of the year. This is the first time that
nembers of honor guards are being recog-
nized as premier members of the enlisted
force.

Florida Air Guard Master Sgt. Vincent
Corcoran, a member of the Southeast Air
Defense Sector that watches over some of
this country's most heavily traveled air
routes, is the senior noncommissioned offi-
cer of the year.

The National Guard Bureau honored the Air
Guard's outstanding airman, NCOs and
honor guard members in Washington, D.C.,
in September.

Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum, the Guard
Bureau's chief, and other Defense
Department officials praised them as the best
of the Air Guard's nearly 108,000 men and
women, who wear stripes. -

Others recognized were: Senior Airman
Arren Dorman Jr., from the 133rd Test

Squadron in Iowa as airman of the year; Photo by Glenn Washington, Air National GuardMaster Sgt. William Sprake from the 123rd
Msea Tatisia Squa efro Kt y the 3rd The Air National Guard's outstanding enlisted people for 2003 are, from left, Master Sgt. Christina Hamel, Kansas;
Special Tactics Squadron in Kentucky as the Master Sgt. William Sprake, Kentucky; Senior Master Sgt. Joan Peters, National Guard Bureau, Arlington, Va.; Master
noncommissioned officer of the year Senior Sgt. Vincent Corcoran, Florida; Staff Sgt. Terry Cummings, Kansas; and Senior Airman Arren Dorman Jr., Iowa.Master Sgt. Joan Peters from the National

Guard Bureau in Arlington, Va., as the top against terrorism,' said Corcoran about his mastering the air traffic control business in she attended Friends University in Wichita,
first sergeant; and Staff Sgt. Terry responsibilities for training air traffic con- the active Army. He joined the -Florida Air Kan., on a full scholarship for baton twirling.
Cummings from the 184th Air Refueling trollers at the air defense unit at Tyndall Air Guard's full-time force in February 1997. She was named College Majorette of
Wing in Kansas as the outstanding honor Force Base in western Florida. That is the "This makes me a temporary ambassador America in 1984 during her freshman year.
guard member. headquarters for the 1st Air Force, which is for the senior NCO corps," said Corcoran "Baton twirling requires very precise move-

Dorman spent four years in the Air Force. also responsible for maintaining air sover- about his selection as one of this year's out- ments, there is a routine for everything, and
He is communications-computer systems eignty across the continental United States. standing enlisted people. "This will help me you do a lot of marching," said Hamel. 'It
operations apprentice with the Air Guard test CocrnepaedhhdrcntybomronCorcoran explained he had recently become to demonstrate our potential based on the was only natural that I would be drawn to the
squadron inFort Dodge, Iowa.. the noncommissioned officer in charge of responsibilities that the senior leadership honor guard.

Sprake joined the Missouri Air Guard in the Combat Training Branch when terrorists gives to us." "This lets me know I am going in the right1991 the same year he received a bachelor s
19 1flew hijacked jetliners into the World Trade Hamel has also paid he dues during the direction,' she observed about her selectiondegree in accounting. Now he is the non- ,, . ..dgenc i.i t Center and the Pentagon on Sept.11, 2001. war on terrorism. She was the financial man- as the Air Guard's best honor guard program

commirlSSioned Officer in charge of terminal , ,, .. _attacksconrolend thfiein cat cofntrol as "We watched the sies empty as all of the ager while serving with the 405th Air manager. "Now I want to take it even fur-attack control and the combat control assis-

tant team leader for the Kentucky Air commercial airplanes were ordered to land Expeditionary Wing in Oman for six months ther."

Guard's special tactics. squadron in as soon as possible," Corcoran recalled. beginning in December 2001. She organized

Louisville. .Then we began identifying the military air- a combat honor guard over there. Outstanding Air National Guard

Peters earned her honor while serving as the planes to make sure they were authorized to Now, even though she is a traditional Guard Airmen, and NCOs for 2003

first sergeant for Air Guard members, who fly. We had trained for that wartime scenario, member, managing the Air Guard wing's Airman: Senior Airman Arren Dorman Jr.,
work for the Air Directorate at the Air but that was the first time we did it for real, honor guard program in Kansas is virtually a Iowa.
National Guard Readiness Center at We found out what we really bad to do to full-time job. That team is part of the honor Noncommissioned Officer: Master Sgt.

Andrews Air Force Base, Md., and here at make it work." guard rotation at the base, she explained. The William Sprake, Kentucky.
Jefferson Plaza 1. She initially joined the Because of those attacks, he added, airtiaf- members are always in demnd for, such Senior Noncommissioned Officer: Master
Louisiana Air Guard in 1986. tic controllers now train to watch for poten- events as'ehange of comniand'ceremonies' Sgt. Vincent Corcoran, Florida.

Cummings is an information security spe- tially threatening aircraft within, as well as parades and funerals. First Sergeant: Senior Master Sgt. Joan
cialist as well as a member of Hamel's honor outside of, U.S. airspace. Serving on the honor guard is an extension Peters, National Guard Bureau.
guard team at McConnell Air Force Base in Corcoran spent two years as a longshore- of her younger years when she was a baton Honor Guard Member: Staff Sgt. Terry
Kansas. man in the Marine Corps Reserve after twirler and majorette, Hamel said. Cummings, Kansas.

"There is a great deal of satisfaction to be enlisting in 1985 and then served more than She began twirling, as well as doing gym- Honor Guard Program Manager: Master
doing this job at this time - during this war 9 years, including a tour in South Korea, nastics, when she was 2, she explained, and Sgt. Christina Hamel, Kansas.
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By4Maj. Terry Condo Ir
Nevada Army National Guard

LAS VEGAS, Nev. -The unimagin able.3"

happened in Las Vegas this summer. I

A plague-like epidemic sent thousands of
tourists and- locals flooding into hospitals,
stressing the city's emergency management
agencies to the limit. Things turned so bad
that Gov., Kenny Onunu quaranttined the&
city, shut down MeCarran International
:Airport and called out the aini ur

to help Las Vegas, metro police anid the-
Nevada Highway Patrol keep order.-

That was the ,scenario played out in south-
enNevada Aug 16-29 for "Determined

Promise 03," a Northern Command cxc'-1
cise focusing oin a: simulated tio-terrorismn
attack in Clark Cony Nev

"Detennined Promise is.a&dofinirg ee-
cisc, -not just forNevadabut forthe whole
nation," said Jerry Bussell, the spcial
advisor foar homneland secuiten."_ Nev~ada'.
"Starting with the first-line responders - Photos by MaiTerry Gender..

the policemien, the firemen, the medical, During riotconitrol training, Nevada Army Guard soldiers fromi the 1 50th Maintenance Company protect the stmu-
folks -to the next level, and the next level, fated a stolckpileof anidote "0mirt civilianaiattempting to loot the warehouse a Logandale, Nev.
and. the next level. Determined Promise is
going to tell us if our l will work; or asl some> panic-stickeni cI Is, who tdn-
they say in the military, Aim Igood to go)"' verged on, an distribuionsite in Logsalei

-Based on, what happened in Las Vegas, 60 miles north of Las Vegas,, mannhed by,
those plans were indeed "good to go." Nevada Army Guard medical personel.

The exercise started with a: secret, simu- The civil unrest exercise' started when i>
lated Nio-terrorist attack in the city. When few people fell out of line, pushed to the
it became apparent that a mysterious 1l door, at the, distribution site and began
ness sweeping Los Vegai watirmore-ilan- _ gm *<y

just-the flu, a myriad of agencies set uip in Attempts by the staff to restore order were
Clark County to taker control of the sal- futile. As the crowd (played by vo lunteer'
t6on. With arpopulation ofmborc than a mil- airmen, from Nellis Air Forcie Base) grew hr,
lion and a typical tourist count of 2,00,1000- number, it became inir agiratedand bmoe
300,000 on any given day, Las Vegas is agrsle Tehonfewas on- the Verge hr
ripe for .the kind of. mass panic that could. pushig into the building-an looting the'

lead to widespread chaos, medicine when metro police arrived in riot,
But even with built-in "fog of war' tests gear in an attemtotorestore'order.-

and glitches, agencies- at every level per- The metro police were successful in coIn-
formed well, especially the National trolling the crowd, but by this time thle

Guard, temperature was nearing 110 degrees. The, -
"I couldn't be more impressed with the police were wearing body armor, shin

National Guard," Bussell said. "lIm seeing guards, helmets, and varring shields. The,'

a level of training and comrmitment tat's mob decided tor wait it dig, tauntig the-
top notch. The people in uniform out here. officers as the sun beat down oA the polie2A

clearly understand the gravity of what perimeter.
they're doing. They're pushing as hard as The arrival of the,150th to relieve& h

-they can because they know that someday Police re-eniergized the, crowd. in A scene
they. may. be. called upon to dothis for arealistic.as any real-llife event, a number,
real."' of agitators massed together and mash.

Pushing hard in this case was not just a into the National Guard lute. Both soldiers
metaphor. The Nevada Army Guard's and protesters went downi For a moment it"-

50thi Maintenance Com~pany faced one of looked like a rugby serum. The xob tried -The 192nd. Airlift.Squadron from, th. Nevada Air National Guard unloads a
the most realistic civl unrest exercise situ- to flow into the breech, bt National Guad . uhpcaeo*iu1e nio ofa 010 t eleArFre8$.I

aton s§r soldiers. 'adjusted their formation and held L! Vgas

cess was.to distribute life-sayinglantidotes."That was as real ah.ay real life a .Lyl, omne fte9sad....tredsi et~ ra l~ flood
throughout Las Vegs as qucl sos- ti," said Capt. bean.Martin.*d te IS6thf Thy land temselves in* aucl spsi,'n literally-ho> that paralyzed Las Vegas -addted to the dif
ble to prevent mass-hysteria, and poetcommander, "This helped us a lot. and dangerous place, both in terms -of their ficulties -already built~ into the exercise.-

people. from the plague. The Nevada Air Mebr fte9s ivlSpotTa iigical and temperature, situatios "We havie quality, soldiers," Lynch: said;,
Guard did its part, flying medicine from a had.tePhards-fi[ too After law enforce-.-Wea4urinlmiilayerced, comp, IIettly.lsed.~l,"We had more than 200people iterview t
strategic national stockpile into Nclis on .a 'cet agencies discovee the site, hore p~t~e> suit, the mnembers of the 91*kt get into this Iunit. Once you'r in) the,91st
C- 130. within its mandated time limnit. terrorists prepared tliepiattack, the, worked in triple-digit beat. you et sleep, anid breathe WMD.X We

Of course, nto matter how quickly author 91taseehe ,call to inve~ft I ........ tertm.inid.?rdise. wa atogh tetfor have the latestgadgetry an Ia lot of expert-
ities procured .and distributed the medicine, "We launched theiniia1 entry response emergency response agencies anld the. Wh.en we show up Ata \VfM'fl scene,
it simply wasn't going to be fast enough for team ito the hot zone," Lt-Cl. Mike INational, orard, units- that took part. we're aforce multiplier.".
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2003's Outstanding Army Guardsmen
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. - A Tennessee citi-
zen-soldier, who has already been named
this year's top noncommissioned officer
for the U.S. Army's largest major com-
mand, and a New York sergeant, who is
preparing to help wage the global war
against terrorism in Iraq, are two of the
Army National Guard's 16 outstanding
soldiers and noncommissioned officers
for 2003.

Staff Sgt. Jamey Murphy, the full-time
military school and training coordinator
for the 278th Cavalry Regiment in
Knoxville, Tenn., is the NCO of the year
for the 1st Army South region.

He brought the title of outstanding
NCO for the Army's Forces Command
here to the National Guard Bureau,
where the Army Guard's best soldiers are
being honored.

Murphy earned the Forces Command
distinction during the first week in
August and competed against 10 other
major command winners for the
Department of the Army's outstanding
NCO award in September.

Sgt. Thomas Olsen, a member
Company A in the New York Army
Guard's 1st Battalion, 145th Infantry, is Photo by StffSgt. Gail Braymen
the 1 st Army North's top NCO. He will The Army National Guard's outstanding soldiers and noncommissioned officers for 2003 pose for a group photo out-
deploy to Iraq with his company to sup- side of the Army National Guard Readiness Center in Arlington Va.
port the North Carolina Army Guard's ..... _ . - _ •
30th Infantry Brigade next year. of the Mississippi River an the 'IS..into law school.... .

He and his new wife, Lenora, rescbed- Army Pacific. "There is always a certain amount of
uled their wedding, originally planned They are committed to helping their sadness with any separation," she said. T PU
for Nov. 15 to Aug. 9, eight days after country and the Guard soldiers with "But when you believe in something as
learning that Olsen's company would be whom they serve, strongly as we believe in this country, The Army's d, gray
spending much of next year overseas. Spc. Scoff Campbell from Utah's 1 st you do what you have to do. We are both

Battalion, 148th FieldArtillery, is the top very proud of everyone who is already physical uniform
times. by people, such as Lt. Gen. soldier for the 5th Army's Southwest serving over there." longer authorized
Steven Blum, chief of the National region. He joined the Guard two years

Guard Bureau, and Defense Department ago, when he was 30. - " Outstanding Army National Guard On Guard Staff Report

officials that they are the best of the "I was not making an impact. I was not Soldiers for 2003 ARLINGTON, Va.- On Oct. 1, the
Army Guard's 311,000 enlisted members making a difference," said Campbell, Army's old, gray physical fitness
Aormtiyeauard th1,00 lse d bersoftafrc who owned and operated four businesses 1st Army North: Soldier, Spc. Gregory unibecame obsolete and is no longerfor this year and the leaders of that force1sAryN thSodep.Gegy

for years to come. before signing up. "I had always talked Gustavson, Connecticut; athrzedfor wear
"The people who will be our leaders for about patriotism, but I have never served. Noncommissioned Officer, Sgt. Thomas All soldiers must now own the

the next generation are all around us. my country Olsen, New York. 'mrv I d -PT uniform, whichs hit the
They need leadership. That starts with "All that is required for evil to prevail tst Army South: Soldier, Sgt. Terry shelves three yeas ago. The decision
this group right here," Lt. Gen. Roger is for good men to do nothing" added Hom Kentucky; NCO, Staff Sgt. Jamey to put soldier in a uniform that was
Schultz, director of the Army Nati Campbell, who graduated from basic Murphy, Tennessee.
Guard, praised. the winners.. during a training two days before the Sept. 11, 1st Army East: Soldier, Sgt. Daniel lig wash e n shrerSet..23'aadsceeonh2001, 'terrorist attacks. "I want to be Stasney Marylnd; NCO, Sgt. BrianSept. 23 awards ceremony here a e..... . Dennis .' R 'om chief
Army Guard's Readiness Center. actively involved in the service of the Morrow, Maryland.

American people and the defense of the 1st Army West: Soldier, Spc. Daniel of staff of theArmy.
Murphy, 29, already g gp Constitution." Jackan, Wisconsin; NCO, Staff Sgt. The improved physical fitness unithat responsibility. gsev

Even though he did not win the overall He trained more than 300 state-licensed Richard Christianson Jr., Pennsylvania. 'foi includes a t-shirt' ion

Army prize, he said it was an honor "to security people for two corporations that 5th Army East: Spc. Christopher shirtjacket, pants and shorts, The suit
carry the, torch for the Forces Command supported the 2002 Winter Olympics in Russell, Arkansas; NCO, Staff Sgt. Craig costs almost double the old uniform
soldiers, who have proven themselves in Salt Lake City, and he served on the Hale, Texas. that was first issued to soldiers in

combat during Operation Iraqi Utah Army Guard's task force. 5th Army Northwest: Soldier, Sgt. 1986,
Freedom." Those soldiers include mem- Lenora Olsen made it clear she shares Jason Groon, South Dakota; NCO, Staff The total cost is about $140, accord-
bers of the 3rd Infant Division and the that sentiment for service. She is Sgt Sgt. GaryNeal, Idaho. ingtoapricelistontheArmyandAir
101st and 82nd Airborne Divisions. Thomas Olsen's new wife, and she 5th Army Southwest: Soldier, Spe. Force Exchange Service web page,

The 15 men and one woman, who are accompanied her husband to the nation's Scott Campbell, Utah; NCO, Sgt. Eor more information visit the fol-
this year's Army Guard winners, repre- capital for the September tributes. Anthony Burton, Colorado. l ing web address:
sent the four regions of the Ist Army in She believes that serving in Iraq is the U.S. Army Pacific: Soldier, Spc.
the eastern half of the country, the three right thing for him to do, even though it Kimberly Ruffner, Alaska; NCO, Sgt. ht/www~miiir>o/NewsCoilte
regions of the 5th Army for the area west means postponing his attempts to get Charles Hooper, Alaska. tflle-usa2j0923O3
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Security, fern.Ps.Uomptc tourin '0area Of oporntinvs.
By Tech. Sgt. Gregory Ripps <,44,-< W
149th Fighter Wing Public Affairs <iQ<*\ ~

Mile after mile of desert. Only several
checkpoints and a few burned-out vehicles
break the monotonous scene.

"You can travel for hours," said Master &

Sgt Robert Johnson, leader of a 13-mem-
her team from the 149t Security Forces --------
Squadron, "After a Iwhile, it all begins to
look the samne."
The h~eat is stifling, but the convoy and its
escort continue., The only sounds are the
constant drone of tukand HMMWV
engines and the occasional spoken Words
of team members, Their weapons locked,
and loaded, they keep their eyes are on the
horizon.

A speck appears and grows. It is another
vehicle moving at a high rater of speed.
toward the convoy.' To the, relict of the
convoy and its escort, the vehicle stopis

adkeeps, its distance. It was another
uneventful, day, for which - they were
thankful, but, it was a. day too, much like
too many ot 'hers without any days, off for
Johnson and the 12 other membhers of the
team,

The Texas 13, as they called themselves
overseas, is a tire team of the 149th
Fighter Wing's security' forces squadron
fromr Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.
Be fore they escorted convoys, they had,
been elsewhere in -the Operation, rqF~jf........................... .... .... .... Air Nationa> Guard photo.
mission was to help corveiY.4 civWiwl-r i rt
iatA airfield into a military base, ascnoycmane One kind was to, up to -1390 degrees during the day. In thel front oft a poster offorme r~ m dictao

. "i Sgtmibr-ae iut.n eaid ort- military memlo,.-p a aiftild''1 cofivoy, thebrewas.u'a oge ~y SaddamHussein..
Master Sg.John Worch; cf suspervisrThis was eairand more ftqentflw vm The inws.was a ap eidro home.
back home. "They~ had to take with them otherkind ivb ed.....li Of- Anohercerwasrhardor to-aueaste. .b#t alsoa heavy remnder they had been
everythineg they needed to~b s.df-snffi- food aud miedicai-suppli", s m nus Onoca'group ofbays threw r6cki atus,- in the area of operations Ifor months with-

muntions >Water.andf~~n Mauncio'said. "I.broughthome to rie that ot a t nwwewrgi
This meant building, a pafleta includ-.j 'in ara &e ton aii dayig an aeoewreun....try where somle "We didn'tknw heweergog

ed such, itemts as wepos ammunition; back the net eatrae nti uy people~cbnsfdeicdusan enemy" home;" auriio related. W eetl
night-vision eqtdmetit, flak vests and with another airsnt es uniYS nao had a difterii impression ofWe wewould go home after another toam did,evenaUl-terminvhidle before they let. The two Air -orce unita fitdiiitein- icpeple. "Everywhee wenot, I could see but the order .would constanrtly change.

'The active Air Force has fud-time peo'- selves responsible fr Army convoys, a lookc of appreciation.- 4 felt honored to.When we finally got the word we would
ple to ensue the items aeready to go,. They used three H MVWs toescort servenmycoanul be leaving in a few days, we didn't knowWoreh explained, "'The Nationa.OGuard bewcf ajj 30.18we trucks. One, Thy felt handicapped by thei inblit whhetoblvei.
has to tqly on traditiona. Guard mtembers.H4'WV tookthe lead, the other S nto clonmumecate with the civiian -popu-. But~ finally it was triue. At last they were .

to do the job, ometimes coming in on and the third travekemin the middle....h They weeiree~i~ita gInghm.Adhi ecm fe hi
theirowr~ifme............The 1With SF5 membersi camed M-16. omnuiation."butw1 ,Ire-w. Wginards 1 arrival in.San Antonio was even more.
.Setting up, at the base required the team rflfes< M-9 pistols, M4-60 mchinie gu.s with somne pbrse such as 'Stop' or'Stay gratifying than some had anticia..4.
to dig ditches and establish a secre and M-203 grenade lamnhers Although IawayW Wasitfij on arose~" Joinsonsaid.- "We expected our family memberspeimter. There was no heat for the earl~i.rc fr.vscadsdean they riedl "As itturn. otour team never had to would show up,' Mauricio said. "We did-
spig desert nights, and air conditioning on the tcam to protect them. The onvoys use one&.;'n expect so many people -other unit.
for daytime cane later and then only for traveled at a high rate of~seed, stopping A copy of that card, along Withia-&ssid- members, news media - plus all the signs,
some tents. Although the "cops" were forrnothing except the chkpoints;.....cable amount of other useful information .. flags and packages."
accustomed to real-world deployments to According to -smduno; if they> were they bad obtained and comipiled as a result.'"It was one ofthe best things I've ever
fully operational bases, their traiig paid attaked,.one 11MMWV would lead, the of their own experiences,,became part of seen,"Soriano added. "Isighed in elief to

ofconvoy to.sfety wle..the oither -two continuith inder that they left for the unit, beitome."
"..The situation really brought us togethe would opposedthe attackers Although their 1that would scceed them...........I Like manty other Air National Guard

as a team," sid Tech.tSgt. Duke Soriano, convoy was never attacked,they received One moment stood out near the end of the security forces members, the 13. Texan s
aniassistat team leader "We bad to wo~rk.. itelligence reports about threats -- and,- team's tour wh~emn between convoys,, a h. ad been .. on.. duty, somewhere in.
together to get the job done. We had week- about other convoys ,that had been,.member received news from his brother in .Americes war on terror since October
ly metings in a tent. Just getting .together attacked. Sa Antonio, Texas, that the home team.20.1.. Before they en.ded up in the OlE.
and having soft...... togeter became Smtmsw wondered if we, would had wooh -the 2003 National Basketball area of operations, they batid performe.d
special times." mak i ~ t,"l Sor~ian ocde& Association championship . force protection duties .at..otber loca-.The team spirit wouild serve the securty.Potential attacks were not the only con-."The ~wr~r h- world champs!" . dons, either within the United.Sttes.or.
focsmebr wel Wic etcnv, uty ew heat s h is ifcl houe the member from atop a vehicle.,. abroad,.
months, they wr ikdfrcnoduy Tehawathmotifcltpar of Aother member; who had packed a Spurs "We know we did a goo~djo," .Sorian.."Weescorted two kinds of convoys;" said it,' said Staff* Sgt. 'Mane. Manrio,.shirt, fetched the~ item, which- they said. 'Now that they know bwhtw can

Johnson, who as team leader also served aniotherssistt tmleder.'t wuld get prodl ldisplayedin aphotograph taken in do, they'lliprobably call onus again.".
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The Moving Wl Never f!
By 1st Lt. Anthony Falvey
Massachusetts National Guard

During the summer, I was at the Leominster
Library, returning several historical novels
that I had borrowed.

While waiting patiently in line, I noticed a
small sign that read, "Moving Wall." Next to
the sign were handouts that explained that
the Moving Wall was is a tribute to the actu-
al Vietnam Veteran's Memorial Wall that is
presently located in Washington D.C.

The Moving Wall appeared at Mount
Wachusett Community College, Gardner,
Mass., late September.

Before paying a visit to the Moving Wall, I
was present at the National POW-MIA
Recognition Day, held on September 19, at
Boston City Hall Plaza.

Although a fierce rain continued to fall
throughout the ceremony, soldiers volunteers
to perform color guard duties and participate
in a 'missing man platoon' marched boldly in
step, eventually making their way to a desig-
nated area within a good portion of the cere-
mony tent.

Maureen Dunn, master of ceremonies began
to speak.

She reminded the crowd of the importance
of not forgetting about our service members
who are prisoners of war or missing in
action. She continued to remark that an event
such as this should have more recognition
and assistance.

Maureen's husband Joseph, a colonel and
Navy pilot was shot down in Vietnam, and

has been missing since 1964.
In 1968, Maureen became involved with her

first POW/MIA recognition organization.
These days, Maureen is an active voice with
recognition, honor and respect for POW's
and MIA's.

She is a key leader with the National
League of Families of American Prisoners
and Missing In South East Asia. The
POW/MIA event in Boston was the eigh-
teenth occasion that Maureen has successful-
ly organized and recognized our nation's
imprisoned or missing service members. She
is truly a remarkable and caring woman.

Plenty of caring, dedicated guests and vol- Photos by 1st Lt. AnthonyFalvey
unteers were present. Leo D. Agnew, a
retired (Army) Korean War Veteran, was in Two young visitors participate in POW/MIA Recognition 2003.

attendance with the 82nd Airborne Division Armed Forces) symbolized by the 'missing Veteran (Air Force), presented me with a a good number of helpful volunteers.

Association. man platoon.' POW/MIA bracelet. The volunteers ensured that visitors would

Leo and fellow former airborne soldiers "Portraying a missing soldier- gets you to I had seen them before, and have always be able to find their specific soldier. Paper

contributed with numerous volunteer color think how much your loved ones will miss been intrigued by them. My father explained and black chalk were available for impres-

guards (of the Armed Forces), which you," commented Spec. Laura Berry, an to me that he wanted me to have this sions from the wall. I made my way over to
marched in the ceremony. The 82nd Operations Technician with the 79th Troop bracelet, so Iwould never forget the awe- the wall.

Airborne Division Association takes tremen- Command. some responsibility that comes with being a When I found my soldier on the wall, my

dous pride in assisting with recognition The POW/MIA event was a very emotional soldier. thoughts and emotions were suddenly rush-

events. experience for all present. On September 22, "Wear this bracelet to never forget about though my mind
The organization has participated twice I made my way to Gardner to view the this soldier and what it takes tobe a great sol- ing through my mind.

with the Boston POW/MIA event. "We look Moving Wall. I arrived at Mount Wachusett diet." He continued, "Wear this bracelet with understood that I have a genuine care for

forward to performing again next year," said Community College around 5 p.m. A small honor and respect for him and yourself." this soldier, even though I have never met

Mr. Agnew. crowd was present. Those were incredible, moving and unforget- him. 1 will not forget him.

Soldiers from the 79th Troop Command When I was commissioned as an Army offi- table words that my father shared with me. I want to make this soldier - and myself,

also took great honor portraying missing sol- cer in May 2001, I received a notable gift I made my way over to a military tent that proud. I want to be proud of being a good

diers (along with other branches of the from my father. My father, a Vietnam was constructed at the site. At the tent, were soldier and a good person.
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irget our American heroes

A'. ..........T

(Aoe) ThWovna Wlhndipa
a t M o n t W a h s e t t C o m m u n i t y

College in Gardner, Mass.

(Left) Members ofteAirborne

Division AssOciation march during

tePOWMiA Recognition 2003.

(BeloW) Soldiers from the 79th Troop

Command, stand at attention during
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Heading to Iraq.

N.C. Guard brigade receives official mobilization order
By Cpt. Robert Carver
North Carolina National Guard

RALEIGH, N.C. - The Army has official-
ly ordered the nearly 4,800 soldiers of the
30th Heavy Separate Brigade (HSB), North
Carolina Army National Guard, headquar-
tered in Clinton, N.C., and supporting units
in other states, to federal active duty in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom as of Oct. 1.

The mobilization is the largest of North
Carolina National Guard soldiers since
World War II. The 4,800 number most accu-
rately reflects the brigade's authorized
strength including its out-of-state compo-
nents. Nearly 3,500 of these soldiers are
based in North Carolina.

"This unit is trained and ready to take on
this mission," said Maj. Gen. William E.
Ingram, Jr., adjutant general of the North
Carolina National Guard. "They have been
through the toughest training the Army has to
offer and proved themselves to be an effec-
tive force."

The soldiers called to duty include the near-
ly 700 of the 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry,
New York Army National Guard, which will
join the 30th HSB for this mobilization. Two
other out-of-state units, the 1st Battalion,
150th Armor from West Virginia, and Battery
G, 202nd Air Defense Artillery from Illinois,
are part of the'30th RSB despite not being
headquartered in North Carolina.

The Army announced the 30th HSB is Photos by Staff Sgt. Ed Eudy
expected to spend 18 months on active duty Familes and friends gathered at the Charlotte Coliseum on Oct. 5 for an official going away ceremony for members of
with 12 months of that in the Iraqi theater the 1/113th Field Artillery Battalion.
supporting the combatant commander. The days training at their home armories before where in the United States. spent at the nation's premiere mechanized
active-duty period allows time for training, moving on to train at various Army installa- The brigade is expected to deploy to combat training facility this past June, the
equipping, mobilizing, taking leave and tions around the country. After the holidays, Southwest Asia in support of Operation Iraqi National Training Center (NTC) located at
demobilizing the unit. the unit will take part in a mission rehearsal Freedom in the February to April timeframe. Ft. Irwin, Calif., in the heart of the Mojave

Soldiers will spend the next week to 10 exercise at another active-duty post some- Ingram cited the training rotation the 30th Desert, as evidence of the units level of
readiness to take on its new mission. The
NTC trains soldiers in conditions as close to
actual combat as possible and leaves them as
prepared as they can be to deal with hostile
situations.

One of only 15 "Enhanced" brigades in the
Army, the unit is designed to primarily be
self-sufficient. The brigade has two armor
battalions, one infantry battalion, one engi-
neer battalion, a field artillery battalion, a
support battalion, a cavalry troop, a military
intelligence company and an air defense
artillery battery.

The 30th HSB was in the process of hold-
ing mobilization ceremonies for its soldiers
in anticipation of receiving the mobilization
order, and those ceremonies will continue
through Oct. 6 at armories around the state.

1/113th Field Artillery Battallion
Commander, -Maj. Mark Strong
salutes Deputy Adjutant General,
Brig. Gen. Ronnie Griffin during the
ceremony. Members of the 1/13th
are now at Ft. Bragg, N.C.
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Former President Clinton visits Bosnia.

Minnesota Guardsman coordinates security
By Sgt. 1st Class Clinton Wood people jumping over fences or odd pack-
135th MPAD ages located at places they shouldn't be, he team
BOSNIAAND HERZEGOVINA-As the said. The Nightstalker teams and aerial reconnaissance

Brainerd, Minn., city planner, *st Lt. These trained observers setup at various were tying to identify things that don't look tght suchMichael Brethorst, intelligence officer for observation points surrounding the site in tig
Task Ffull view of the audience as people jumping over fences and people who have
it Foem e t, is a lwytr nt Sgt. Bradley Randall's observation point been k to provoke other incidents. These aredenify problems to future developments be r trd-
in the city. was in the seventh floor of a building.

Last month near Potocari Bosnia and "We could see the whole valley," he said, tiOtal scouts who are trained observers- to identify
Herzegovina,he and the resIt of the task noting that he climbed 220 steps to his ' athings that aeotof the ordinary
force was responsible for the possibility of Brcton o that the, sot mad a

identifying something much more impor- . .-- 1st Lt. Michael Brethorst
tant, threats to former President Clinton. point of showing the crowd that they were

there.
This task force is among about 1,100

Minnesota Army National Guard soldiers, 'W.............................make sure things were safe and secure. In it steps it up a notch," he said.most from the 34th Infantry Division based hatcng, he said. ''....

Brethorst'shmissionsstartedaten t.. cooperation with the local police depart- But for any intelligence service member,in Rosemount, Minn., deployed to Bosnia brehre e a d the night " ment." helping identify potential threats is their
in support of Operation Joint Forge as before where he and the "nightstalker
Stabilization Force 14. teams and others slept outside near the ded- He said the reason for the increased force task.

iation site. participation in this exercise was because As Brethorst said, "You want to make sure

almost six years, assisted in the coordina- "It was cold too,' he said. 'We set up these of Clinton attending the event. you do yourjob the best you can and ensur-

tion ofproviding security before and during things prior to the mission occurring just to "When you have a former president there, ing those standards are maintained."

Clinton's dedication ceremony of the
Srebenica Memorial and Cemetery. The
site was the final resting place for many
Srebrenica men and boys killed during the
Bosnian War.

Brethorst's task was to relay information
.received from the Brigade Recon Teams
"Nightstalker" and air surveillance to his
higher command. The surveillance started
the night before the ceremony; where
approximately 20,000 people attended, and
lasted until the end of the ceremony.

"The Nightstalker teams and aerial recon-
naissance were trying to identify things that
don't look right such as people jumping
over fences and people who have been
known to provoke other incidents,"
Brethorst said. "These are traditional scouts
who are trained observers to identify things
that are out of the ordinary."
The scouts relied on their vision plus high-

powered and highly sophisticated tele-
scopes attached to the back of their
Humvees. Brethorst said these scopes that
magnify the human eye 25 times (equal to
a 1,250 mm lens for a 35 mm Single Lens
Reflex camera) are a very important asset
in the U.S. Army. They were fielded specif-
ically for the task force's use in this mis-
sion.

Staff Sgt. Richard Babineau of Blaine,
Minn., one of the team leaders, said his
team members are able to read a vehicle's
license plate from 200 meters with this
mast-mounted scope, which can be raised
to 18 feet.

During the ceremony, Brethorst said the
"Nightstalker" teams tried to identify where
trouble would be.

"And tried to help the local police do their

jobs," he said. "Help them provide security
or send people to locations where they Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Clinton Wood
needed to go to if there were issues." Intelligence Officer for Task Force Bearcat, 1st Lt. Mike Brethorst (right), discusses the details of the high-powered

Some of the issues could have included telescope mounted on the back of the-Humvee with Staff Sgt. Richard Babineaut.
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Massachusetts" 181st Infantry kicks off Cuba rotation
By Spc. Rick Fahr
J1W Guantanamo Public Affairs

GUANTANAMO, Cuba - Security is an integral part of the
Joint Task Force's (JTF) mission here in Guantanamo.
Providing security and force protection at Camp America
and Camp Delta is perhaps the highest profile mission along
those lines. It's fitting, then, that the first unit of the JTF's
fourth rotation here focuses on providing force protection
and security.

When the 2nd Battalion, 116th Infantry Regiment of
Virginia turned over its authority to the 1st Battalion, 181st
Infantry Regiment of Massachusetts, the YTF completed its
third rotation and began its fourth.

The 1-181 st has a simple, yet important, mission within the
JTF. "Our mission is to provide external security for Camp
Delta," explained Capt. Gregg Langevin, the administrative
officer of the 181st.

The 181st can trace its security roots to pre-revolutionary
days and has been part of nearly every major military conflict
undertaken by the United States at home and abroad.
Formed in 1636 as part of the Massachusetts Bay Colonial
Militia, the unit fought during the King Phillips War, repuls-
ing various raids by Native Americans. In 1775, the regi-
ment fought against British forces on Lexington Green and
in Concord. During the Civil War, the unit was the first to
defend the nation's capital and later campaigned in Virginia.
The 181st made its first trip to Cuba in 1898 to fight in the
Spanish-American War, but never set foot on the island as
they were recalled and sent to Puerto Rico instead.

The unit participated in both World Wars I and I1, specifi-
1in the Champagne-Mae, Lt. Col. Joseph Noonan Jr., battalion commander, and Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory Huriburt unfurl the 1stc . . .. .a.. Battalon, 181st Infantry colors during the transferof authority-ceremony at CampAmericaGuantanomo

Aise-M. Asa 118ndederace . .91...ca Naval Base, Culla he stoied Massachusetts unit replaced the 2nd Battalion, 116th Infantry Regiment
paigns during World War I; and in Northern France, the of Virginia This is te first oerses nt andunfurling of the colors for a Massachusetts Infantry
Rhineland, the Ardenmes Forest and throughout Central Battalion since World War II.
Europe during World War II as part of New England's 26th where it remains today, the f8ist is headquartered in More than 100 years after its first trip to the island nation,
"Yankee" Division. Its most famous hero, Sgt. Alvin G. Worcester, Mass., and also has companies in Cambridge and the unit has returned to Cuba as part of Operation Enduring
York, who won 'the Medal of Honor forhis actions during Gardner. The unit's soldiers hail from throughout New Freedom. This time they weren't diverted.
World War I, is a fitting example of the unit's long and sto- England. Langevin said that the battalion can perform a variety of
*ned history. More recently, as part of Operation Joint Forge, C Company missions. "We are a light infantry battalion and have expert-

The unit became the 1 81 st in 1921 and was assigned to the of the 181st deployed to Bosnaand was serving there dur- ise in conducting tactical road marches, patrols, establishing
26th Infantry Division in 1923, remaining in that division ing the September 1lthiattacks. The battalion also mobilized battle positions, integration of indirect and direct fires, obsta-
until 1991, when the "Yankee" Division was inactivated. In in support of Operation Noble Eagle; performing homeland cle replacement, manning control points and riot control," he
1996; the 181st became part of the 29th Infantry Division, defense missions in the Northeastern United States. said.

Oklahoma's C-130 unit deploys for second time this year
Oklahoma National Guard provide tactical and intratheater airlift
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. - Several support for the U.S. Central

members of the Oklahoma Air Command.

National Guard from Will Rogers Air The rest of the group will provide

National -Guard Base departed for maintenance and other support func-

Southwest Asia in support of tions for the unit's C-130H aircraft.
Operation Enduring Freedom. The C-130H is capable of operating

Aproximately 90 members of the night vision missions from rough, dirt

185th Airlift Squadron and the 137th strips and is the prime transport for

Maintenance Group deployed on Oct. airdropping troops and equipment into

3 and will serve for about 60days. hostile areas.

-This is the second time this year the Operation Enduring Freedom encom-
Oklahoma Guardsmen have deployed passes all anti-terronsm military oper-
for this mission. More than 200 air- ations currently underway outside the
men returned from Qatar in August boarders of the United States. The
and September after serving almost United States currently has troops sta-
six months in Southwest Asia. Most of tioned in Afghanistan, Yemen,
those departing this weekend were Kuwait, the Philippines and numerous
part of the initial deployment. other countries in support of

While deployed, the 185th AS will Operation Enduring Freedom.

File Photo

12



Ground Mid Course Defense Brigade activated
By Maj. Laura Kenney
Colorado Springs Public Affairs Office -On a timetable that's been pushed up two years, we will

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. -hpushe two wil
A newly formed Colorado National Guard have six interceptors at Fort Greeley, Alaska andfour in
defense brigade is the first-of-its-kind in the California by Oct. 1, 2004. Greeley's mission will not only
United States. bya o, ut .of reese on ly

Col. Gary Baumann announced the formal be operational, but that of a testbed mission to continue
activation of the Ground-based Midcourse missile development. The battalion there will stand up'in
Defense Brigade during a ceremony recently.
He spoke of the new command's upcoming December of this year, and we've already stationed secu-
mission and responsibilities at a luncheon rityforces there. Eventual that site will be as secure as
given by Army Space and Missile Defense E etaly
Association. any other very sensitive installation."

The activation of the GMD Brigade, which - C- ol. Gary Baumann
is manned by Colorado Army National
Guard and active component soldiers, is an known today as Layered Missile Defense, and critically involved. To quote former
historic event. The brigade will operate the through previous incarnations as the Secretary of the Army Thomas White in
first part of the integrated Ballistic Missile Strategic Defense Initiative and National March of this year- "Missile Defense ... has
Defense System, which, in concert with sis- Missile Defense. He spoke of the speeding- always been a core competency of the
ter services, is designed to protect the nation up, at President, George W. Hush's request A
from accidental or intentional limited ballis- after the events of Sept, 11, 2001, of the "On a timetable that's been pushed up two
tic missile attacks, tim etable for having the system operational. we ill has ieepts at Frt

The brigade will provide expertise to 3 t's been challenging. But I think everyone years, we will have six interceptors at Fort

Northern Command's command and control involved can feel very good that we are on Greeley, Alaska and four in California by
operations from the Cheyenne Mountain track to meet our commtader-in-chief s Oct. 1, 2004. Greeley's mission will not only

bac oprtinl butt that of a testbedmissionOperations Center. The Alaska Army objective of having this system fielded as be operational, but that of a testbed mission
National Guard Missile Defense Space soon as humanly possible. to continue missile development. The battal-
Battalion, will activate in December and will "GMD is one piece of the framework either ion there will 'stand up' in December of this
provide operational control over ground-"GMi npeeothfrmwreihr Iad e'eledystoedeciy
based interceptors located in Alaska. .. in place or expanding, to assist in keeping year, and we've already stationed security
B a ddr e se te i crowd Photo by By Maj. Laura Kenney o n s forces there. Eventually, that site will be as

B oau moann addsese the mixe crowd -

aiviliansnad nilitaryhembersand guests of Col. Gary Baumann announced th "An ofourse tis is a joint effrt The secure as any other very sensitive installa-t h e -. . . .. - d m l -" "i ... . ...i s j o i n e d a t t h e h i p i t h t h e A i r F o r c e t o . a d B u a m

the Colorado Springs "Rocky Mountain" the ceremony marn the rtion;" said Baumann-

chapter of the association at the Officers' activation of the new brigade is and Navy in the development of the system. The ceremony on Oct. 16 was hosted by the

Club here. The ASMDA, headquartered in scheduled for Oct 16 at a Iuncheon Both, services are providing the radars and commanding general of U.S. Space and
Huntsville, Ala., is dedicated to fostering given by Army Space and Missile, the Air Force is providing some of the battle Missile Defense Command, Lt. Gen. JosephDefense Association.pb
communications and relationships between command and control systems," said M. Cosumano, Jr., and the Adjutant General
government activities with responsibilities defense. Baumann. of the Colorado National Guard, Air Force
for or interests in Army space and missile Baumann described the evolution of what is "But make no mistake, the Army is deeply Maj. Gen. Mason C. Whitney.

177th receives its first Outstanding Unit Award
New Jersey National Guard In an informal
The 177th Fighter Wing received the award for exception- ceremony held

ally meritorious service from January 1, 2000 thru Oct. 5, members
December 31, 2001. This is the first time the 177th has of the 177th
received this award. Fighter Wing,

"I'm honored and extremely proud of the wing for receiv- located at Egg
ing this award," said Col. Michael Cosby, 177th Fighter Harbor
Wing commander seconds after the unveiling. "We have Township
great people, and this award is testimony to the important , N.J.,

role we play in the war on terrorism." watched as
The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, established by the Senior Airman

Department of Defense in 1954, recognizes units that have Matthew
distinguished themselves by exceptionally meritorious serv- McCune, a crew
ice or outstanding achievement that clearly sets the unit chief, unveiled
above and apart from similar units. the Air Force

The 177th Fighter Wing was one of the first units to have Outstandin Unit
its aircraft generated with live missiles and flying shortly
after the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Award (AFOUA)
Pentagon. Other 177th Fighter Wing achievements include emblem on the
deploying combat ready personnel to support Aerospace tail of one of the
Expeditionary Force Nine. wing's F-16C

Additionally, numerous unit members volunteered to sup- Fighting Falcon
port other units that were part of the Aerospace jet aircraft.
Expeditionary Force Expeditionary Combat Support.

The wing has also been recognized nationally for its out-
standing environmental stewardship, recruiting efforts and Photo by
community support. Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen
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N~d, wrk YOS offComm New .M ilIitaryIliuhzl ens2 toplMGlawurds Eniom na slier
By,2nd L*t Pamela Montelepre
Mississippi National Guard 'Spouse Award

BILOXI, Miss. - Members of the 116th
Communications Flight had a challenging year, ByBonnie Powell
but their efforts were rewarded at the National Defense Commissary Agency
Guard Association of the United States confer- FORT LEE, Va - Know a military spouse who
ence in Biloxi, Miss., Sept 17 for their outstand-ex plfssuortoheomuyvln

ing dijvemntsdurng 002teerism, selflessness, or strength9

The flight was awarded the 2003 Air National A new* military spouse award is now open for
Guard Outstanding Communications UnitAward,noiaosadtme sofhe sen.
a functional area award given to the best commu- nominations ae due by No.9fo four e new

nications flight in the Air National Guard. awarnsthono rn actie dyNv re9e uar our
The unit was also awarded the 2003 Air aad ooigatv uy eieGado

National Guard Distinguished Mission Support Reservre, and veteran, spouses., The acptive duty
Plaque, an award given to the top five outstand- category includes Army, Air Force, Navy Marine
ing ANG mission support squadrons and flights. -and Coast Gud spouses.

These are extremely significant awardls consid- Nominations can be made online through a front
ering they were competing against 88 wings in, page link at, the Web site of the Defens6
the Air Guard, said Col. Tom Lynn, commander Commissary Agency at http://www.conimis-
of the 116th Air Control Wing. saries.com, at http:,//ww~rw.militaryshoppers.com,

The flight was recognized for its impact oil the or hittp://www-avashow.eom. Nomination forms
successful standup of the U.S. Air Force's first *Will also be - available Nov. 1 on Procter &
Total Force "blended" wing. ,Gamble product displays in commissaries, or the

"This award is special because it recognizes our form, can be downloaded now- at httpt/wwvw.com-
comm flight Total Force team comprised of msarscm
ANG, active duty, civil service, and contract per- iansc .

sonnel" said Capt. Fred Massey, commander, - The nomination process includes a requirement
116th CF. -for a 500-wcrd essay.

"Our team led the way for the transformation of
the 93rd Air Control Wing and 11 6th Bomb Wing *assachuso ts *o19111uns
into the 116th Air Control Wing ... by being the.
first organization in the wing to physically incor- s l iriiuw i
porate people from both sides into one cohesive S8d le st In--a

uni," aidMasey Massachusetts National Guard

New Systm: TireDepatticlt, of Dees i &d lastMobliztio fste, e sie mnt the:dat of Sgt 1,,st'Class RobertE.
Mo iiainfsee se Rooney, .43, of Nashua, N.Rooney died

By M. RggieSavlleSeptember 25th from injuries following an inci-
National Guard Bureau dent that, occurred while moving material at

Shulabal Port, Kuwait.
ARLINGTON, Va. - The National Guard Bureau Rooney was a member of the 379th Engineer

recently completed the acquisition phase of a Company, U.S. Army National Guard, based in
$2.3 billion project that integrates databases sup- . Boume,'Mass., which was mobilized in January
porting planning, administration, and mobiliza- to support Operation Enduring -Freedom. The
tion of Army Reserve forces.39hEgne opn' rmr iso st
The Reserve Component Automation System, or contrth angnde reCompnurieonary aisin mint

RCAS, greatly assists commanders in managingcosrtan eonu eeIria ndmn
and mobilizing their troops, according to roadways.
Maureen Lischke, theChief Information Officer Sgt 1stClass Rooney was a veteran of Operation
for the National Guard Bureau in Arlington, Va. Desert Shield/Storm where, he served with the

The National Guard established RCAS .ini 1988..-. 181Ist-Engineer Company, the predecessor of th
and restructured it in 1996. In March 2001, 379th
RCAS completed the fielding of, more than,- He beganx his military career in 1982 and served
57,000 personal computers,, with the associated -as a fuill-time employee of the Mass. National
hardware and communications capabilities, with-GuratheUiTanngE ip ntSe
in cost and 18 months ahead: of schedule. GuTardo a m e dwitTardsg Cape n dfo t2

"The RCAS progrm, has been a great success UE)oCap dwrsCpe odfr2

story," Liscffike said . "itllow soldiers to have years. UTES services all Mass. National Guard
one computer station that connects to most exist- units, providing and maintaining vital equipment
ing DOD'and Army core business programs." -for training throughout year.
The Armay National Guard and the Army Reserve -"Our heartfelt condolences go out to the fa~mily
use this- software ini all 50 states, three U.S. tern- and friends of Sgt. First Class Rooney. The los
tories, and the District of Columbia, of a soldier is a tragedy f~elt by all of us,'from his

"This, integrated system provides timely and , fellow -soldiers to those Whose lives lie has
accurate information - an especially crucial factor <touched, in the. community,".1 said. Maj.: .Gen..
for trobup mobilizations," she said. The final piece George W, Keefe, the Adjutant General for the
of RCAS- functionality includes mobilizationMascutsNtinl-G rd "Sget
software. Operational ,use Ishows it dramatically Rooncueytw s atoed huad fatergant
increases the speed and ease of unit mobilization, Rspeced colleague.oe mourbnd ahise an-
It is estimated that RCAS will, reduce mobiliza- rsetdclege emu i os ehn

tion station processing time by 60 percent or oIT his family, his unit and the National Guard
more. with his dedication, service and sacrifice for our

Rooney, resided in New Hampshireanisur
vived by his wife and three children.
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State-of-the-art fence enhances security, protection
Maj. Scott W Normandeau
New Hampshire National Guard

PEASE AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE,
N.H. - The 157th Air Refueling Wing at
Pease is using a state-of-the-art fiber opticintrusion detection security fence to enhance

the protection of its aircraft fuel storage
facility.

Security of Air Force and Air National
Guard assets are a major concern.
Heightened security put an increased
demand on the already stressed security
forces.
The challenge now is to find ways to reduce

the strain on manpower while maintaining
tough security measures. This new low cost
fiber optic security fence boosts security
measures by sensitizing the perimeter of an
existing high security area.
At a cost of around $10,000 a mile this sim-

ple system consists of an Optical Time
Domain Reflectometer (OTDR) and a tough
all weather fiber optic cable. The cable is
mounted on the outside of an existing chain- 0-
linked fence in a continuous loop around the ,perimeter. Photo by Maj. Scott W. NormandeauThe control unit, which contains the OTDR, Tech. Sgt. Gregory Carr, intrusion detection specialist for the 157th Communication Flight, installs the high tech fiber
is located in a nearby building and is contin- fence at Pease Air National Guard Base, N.H.
uously monitoring the fiber with an infrared This radar-like technology measures the by attenuating the light, them for use on other important security
light pulse. fiber length, immediately recognizing any An additional feature of this system allowed tasks.

Should a security event occur the control tugs on or breaks in the fiber. To enhance the the Fiber Fence TM control unit to be easily If the need arises an individual or team
unit wouidl.inpoint the location of th-edis-f& opticfence FIS eveloped mechaii!Viigrate into the existing seunty sysn-vcourn i spamcnea b o -ht-u .r.epo..e.d -
turbance or intrusion and report it to a remote trip devices creating a reliable and tunable used at Pease. Using this already proven alarm.
computer screen. system. These adjustable spring-loaded sen- security system, the Fiber Fence TM Future plans are to install the Fiber Fence
The Fiber Fence, developed under a joint sors require no electrical power and increase becomes just another alarm to monitor with TM on the remainder of the base perimeter

technology project between Sandia National the overall system's sensitivity. very little additional training for the operator. fence line. In all, Pease Security Forces
Labs and the FIS Corporation of Oriskany, The-fiber is routed through these mechani- ' By using the Fiber Fence TM security per- expect to save up to two man-years of labor
NY uses the interruption or attenuation of an cal devices. If tripped by a force applied to sonnel are not required to be physically pres- using this new system.
infrared light to sense an intrusion, the fence they simulate a break in the fiber ent to watch a fence line, therefore freeing

Massachusett's Guardsman is 'On Point' at the State House
By Spc. Matt Benedetti Now a Major, Brown, enlisted in theArmy improved performance and rating of the
Massachusetts National Guard during the Iran Hostage crisis in 1980 while Massachusetts Guard in recent years.

On a hectic afternoon in the historic a student at Tufts University. A Boston "General Keefe has done a great job and I
Massachusetts House of Representatives College Law School graduate, he' serves as p think we are headedin the right direction."Scott Brown engages in an Rimatedphone JAG officer providing legal counsel for - Recently, Brown co-sponsored a bill pro-

conversation with a colleague during the all- Guard soldiers. Undoubtedly, his impressive viding for the annual observance of a World
important budget season With the profes- record in defending his clients has made sev- War 11 Commemoration Day. This legisla-
siona beag f t eral soldiers breathe easier. ' tion seeks to honor veterans of the Worldsonal bearing of oth an attorney anda an.•
Army officer, State Representative Brown Brown believes his experience as an enlist- War 1I with a day honoring their service in a
concludes the dialogue by indicating he win ed man gives him a better understanding of manner similar to the current Veterans Day.
not bend on a contentious issue Dete his role as a JAG officer.' "We 'must honor the brave soldiers of Worldnre nd on aotentius is sue.. .Dspe "Knowing what is expected of enlisted per- War II and today and this is one way we canwill hold his position f sonnel and officers allows me to perforni my help," said Brown. In June, he was awarded

It becomes clear that the repubincan repre. duties with a balanced perspective," he said. the Meritorious, Service Medal for his work,
sentanve rom Wrenam t etermea to- Perhaps the most challenging aspect of his with soldiers during the mobilization process
sae frmreh s deted o duties involved pre-deployment exercises for fiom January 2002 to February 2003.make his mark . AS one Of few elected offi- .. ,... .
cials serving in the military, Brown finds soldiers. He is married to TV reporter Gail Huff and
himself in a rare position, representing his "The prospect of discussing a will orpower is the father of two daughters, AyIa, 14 and
district and his nation. of attorney with a healthy soldier is difficult. Arianna, 12.

Brown has been a guardsman for 23 years The uncertainty of deployment can affect Despite his many responsibilities, he is By Spc. Mat Benedetti
and a state representative for five, soldiers during the process and 'my role proud to continue serving in the Guard, ' Brown has been a Guardsman for 23Representing Wrentham, Millis, Norfolk a becomes counselor as well as attorney," he have been in the Guard longer than anything'• -v ....o...............and...• -- years and a state representative for
Plainville, as well as sections of Walpole and' said. else, before I became an attorney or an elect- five. He is constantly busy with con-
Medfield, he is constantly busy with con- Legislative issues relative to Guard projects ed official When I wake up I think about stituen' issues, but he always
stituent issues, but he always ensures that and funding are always important for the what I am going to do with the Guard and ensures that Guard and veterans
Guard and yeterans affairs remain a priority representative He s encouraged by the when I go to bed- I do the same' affairs remain a priority.
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Fenway Park, Iraq:

Build it and
they will win
Massachusetts National Guard

The 1058th Transportation Company, of
Hingham, Mass., constructed their own
Fenway Park in Iraq.

The park is a little piece of home for the
soldiers in what is otherwise about as far
away from home as they can get,

The park even features a "Green Monster"
and the famous CITGO sign.

The 1058th played wiffle ball against the
180th Transportation Battalion, an active
Army unit also serving in Iraq after complet-

ing their version of Fenway Park..
The 1058th was victorious. However, the

Boston Red Sox (center photo) weren't so
fortunate in their World Series quest.
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