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Earnlng a promotion ..

balow.

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bureau

CAMP ARIFTAN, Kuwait -
Mational Guard members who
are defending their nation from
terror bear many burdens, but
being passed over for promotion
will not be ane of them.

While wisiting National Guard
troops on duty in Irag and
Afghanistan in early September,
LTG H Steven Blum told
America’s citizen-soldiers. that
their military careers should not
be hindered due o mobiliation.

"We are committed 1o not penal-
izing people for being patriots

and for answering their country’s
call,” sasd Blum. chicf of the
Motional ~ Guard  Bureau.
"Promoting people and then giv-
ing them time o stend their
schools or complete their educa-
tion after their deployments is the
nght thing to do. Any policy that
disadvantages you while you are
deployed will be changed or
rescinded.”

Sobdiers and airmen who' hove
aocumulated enouph time I
grade but who have not been able
to attend required schools
because they are serving on
active dufy moy be eligible for

An Indiana National Guard soldier of the 1st Battallion, 293rd Infantry patrols a street in
southern Iraq. Some deployed Guardsmen may be eligible for promotion. See detalls

Deployments will not interfere with
deserved promotions, chief says

promotion under Blum's plan. If
sclected, the individuals would
be promoted and allotied & period
of time to complete their required
education after being demobi-
lized.

Blum, who hos commanded &
multinational peacekeeping force
in Bosnia, wanted to send a mes-
suge that he will find and wvisit
Guard troops wherever they are
serving. He also wanted to
engage in open dislogue with the
people who have been deployed
this year because of the war in

See CHIEF On F'l!-l 2
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National

Guard Bureau's

new division for Homeland
Defense weathers the test

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Katicnal Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. — Call it a

That is a foothall practice under
geme conditbons with which Army
Mational Guard Col. Peter Aylward
compared ihe test thai Hurmcane
lsabel guve the National Guard
Bureau's mew  Divisiom for
Homeland Defense, and the way i
has begun o oversee the siales’
responses to emergencies in mid-
Seplembser.

It wag the baptism under fire = or
wind and rin - for the Guord
Burcau in its new capacity as a
joint headquarters that has been
forged by LTG Steven Blum, since
he became the Guard Bureau's
chief in April.

Teams at the Army and Air Goard
readiness ccniters, located near
Whashington, oversaw the response
to national emergencies before
Blum reorganized the Guard
Bureau into a provisional joint
headquarters similar to the United
States’ other major military com-
batant commands.

*This was the opportunsty 1o
scrimmage. A scrimmage helps to
validate the playbook and makes
sure we have the right players on
the fickd and that we're calling the
right plays,” said Aylward, the
chief of the Guard Bureau's
Homeland Diefense Division.

That did not diminish the impor-

Phato by Maj. Cation Purysar

Virginia Guardsman Spec.
Brent Hart of Company C,
276th Engineer Battalion
clears debris from Route 618
in Surry County, Va., after
being called to state active
duty.

tamce of the Guard Buresu's pri-
mary mission - to support the mone
than 2,500 Guard troops called 1o
stule pctive duty in five states and
the District of Columbia, where
[sabel hit the hardest, Aylwand
poinied out.

“In some cases, our soldiers out
there risked their own lives to help
gave their neighbors or their neigh-
bors' property, including animals,”
he said. "1 am always impressed by

See STORM On Page 3
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Guardsman recalls 9-11 while serving in Kuwait

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Matonal Guard Bureau

CAMP ARIFIAN, Kuwail — A New York
Army Mational Guard soldier, who is also a
Mew York City firefighter, helped Amenican
soldiers engaged in Operation Iragi Frecdom
observe the second anniversary of the terror-
izt attacks against America during a memori=
ol service here on Sept. 11.

Capt. Josef Pruden gave a moving account
of how his faith in God sustained him
through that terrible day, forever branded as
9-11 in 2001 during a Service of
Remembrunce and Healing at this camp
located south of Kuwait City,

Speakers forged a direct link between the
terrorist atiacks and the global war against
terrorism still going on two years lnter,

The memorial service marked o rededica-
tion of the soldiers’ resolve to carry on that
wir in Iraq so that Americans can bive with-
out fear of other such attacks and so that the
Iragi people can enpoy the fruits of freedom.

"I felt God had been preparing me. for
something,” said Pruden, who was on duty at
hiz firehouse in South Jamuwica, Cuesens,
when temorists killed thousands of people by
fiying three hijacked jetliners into the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon and a fourth
plane crashed into a field in western
Pennsylvmmia,

"By midnight that night, | had left my fire-
house to join my [National CGuard] unit,
while establishing perimeter security aroun:d
Giround Zero,” said Proden, who command-
ed the headgquarters battery for the 1st
Battalion, 258th Field Artillery at that time.

That day and the grim weeks that followed
intensified his relationship with God and
with other people, said Pruden. "Now | take
every moment with my family and my
friends very seriously.”

Pruden is now among 29,000 members of
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"I felt God had been preparing me for some-
thing. By midnight that night, I had left my
firehouse to join my [National Guard] uni,
while establishing perimeter
around Ground Zero."

security

- Capt. Josel Pruden

Phaoio by Maglesr Sgt. Bob Hasked

New York Army National Guard Capt. Josef Pruden vividly recalled the events of
Sept. 11, 2001, during & service in Kuwait commemorating the second anniversary.

the Mational Guard on duty in Ireq. and
Kuwait. They are serving with other ULS.
service members and with troops from other
coalition countries delermined fo stamp ou
termansm.

Other Guard soldiers in Kuwait said they
are taking their part in that war just as sen-
ously, even il it means they may have o
remain in the country for 12 months, which
is longer than they had onigimally expected.

"IN we've god to stay here, i our responsi-
bility, because we signed that coniract,” said
Alabama Army Guard Spec, Stephen Davis
afier singing "My Couniry, Tis of Thee®
solo, backed up by a Gospel choir, during the
service,

"I believe it"s important 1o give people over
here the freedom that we have in the states
and 1o help straighten out a country that was
in & bad sitention,™ added Davis, a member
of the 226th Area Support Growp from
Mobile, Ala.

The Army recently announced that tours of
duty for National Guard and Army Reserve
sobdiers serving in the Persian Gulf will be
extended to one full vear "on the ground.”

"We are where we are today because of
what took place two years ago,” said Brig.

Gen. Michael Diamond, commanding gener-
al of the 377th Theater Support Command
(Forward) and cne of the principal speakers
during the service.

"Freedom-loving people do not wish o live
in & sociely filled with femor and destruc-
tion,” Diamond added. "We are and we must
take the fighi to the enemy, I not, we will
find them invading our couniry, our families
and our loved ones back hoeme

Coalition forces have already lost 259 peo-
ple during operations in Irag, Afghanistan
and in the Philippines, Diamond pointed out.

"Remember and rededicate yoursell to our
service, our duty here, so that evil will not
trivmph, %o that a few desperate men will not
subvert the peace for millions of citizens
who live on this planet,” Chaplain (Caol.)
Manhew Home encouraged the gathering.

"We fght pot just for America and for
Amenicans,” added Home, the 377th's com-
mand chaplain, "We fight for these rights for
all people, including the people of lmg.”™

"Each and every one of you is making a dif-
ference by your presence in this theater”
said Diamond in praise of his listeners, "We
are where we are because we do not wani to
encournter anather incident like 9-11."

Chief

Iraq 80 he can improve the conditions for
those who will take part in future rotations.
Blum addressed several common concemns
shared by troops al every stop during his
eight-day visit. These included: the pre-
dictability and length of their deployments;
bow effectively the Guard units are being
utilized; =nd their prospects for obtaining
leave und passes while on active duty,
"Some men and women in this first rotation
will have to remain overseas for a full vear,”
Blum said m Kuwait and [rag at the same
time the Army announced that tours of duty
for Mationsl Guard and Army Reserve sol-
dicrs serving in the Persian Gulf would be
extended (o onc full year "on the ground.™
Guard officials are striving 1o schedule
future year-long rotations far emough in
sdvance so that froops would know when
their tours of duty would begin and how long
they would be deployed oversens, The troops
would be cligible for 30 days of leave as well
as for periods of rest and recuperation during
that veor, and they would be given two of
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three weeks for demobilization at their home
stations, Blum said.

Efforts are also being made 1o shorten what
can be a lengthy mobilizathon process, espe-
cially for Army Guard sobdiers, a0 that
troops can spend as moch time &8 poasible at
their duty siations.

"Future Guard members and reservists may
thank vou for bearing the pain that they're
pot going to have to bare,” Blhem said.

He indicated that every effort would be
made 1o send home Guoand units that are not
needed as early as possible "so we can get
you ready for the next time, if necessary,™

"The Amcrican people are proud of you,
and | sm proud of you. There has never been
a more important time o be in the National
Guard, because we are defending our home-
land,” Blum 1odd numerous small and larpe
groups of Guard people e met in Qatar and
Kuwast as well as in Irag and Afghanistan
during his fast-paced, eight-day trip.

Some 219000 Mational Guard troops -
including members of infantry and signal
batialions, transportation and military police

companies and engimeers - are serving in
Iraq and Kuwait, said Col. Glenn Walker,
chief of the Army MNational Guard affairs
office in Kuwait,

Except for o few meetings with officials,
sich mt Geen. John Abizad, the ULS. Ceniral
Command's combatant commander, Blum
devoled his time to talking and listening o
citizen-soldiers and airmen participating in
operations Iragi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom.

It was his most cxicnsive oversess trnp in
the nearly five months he has been the Guard
Bureau's 34ith chief,

Blum shook hands with every Guard man
and woman he saw. He presented Bronze
Stars o six soldiers in the Indiana Army
Cruard's 1st Banalion, 293rd Infuntry for
their combat service in Irag. He promoted
ong junbor officer 1o captain, and he gave his
personal coin to roops, who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the war effort.

"1 think his vizit helps highlight the fact that
we're here and that he wants to help us,” said
Oregon Army Guard Spe, Amy Swanson at a
former Iragi air base,




Isahel throws a curve, Guardsmen step to the plate

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
National Gisard Bursau

ARLINGTOMN, Va. = More than
2500 Army and Aar MNahonal
Guard troops in five states and the
District of Columbin tuwmed ow
with chainsaws, trucks and water
trailers 1o help people along the
East Coast deal with the devasia-
tion of Humicane lsabel during

September's thind weckend,

Virginia, Mearly 700 were on duty
in Maryland during the weekend's
peak of sctivity, and 170 were serv-
ing im the nation's capital

Guard troops evacuated more than
1,000 people from Maryland
coastal communities with five-ton
trucks and Humvees amd also pro-
vided security detnils for Hooper
and Taylor islands, said Maj.
Charles Kohler, the sinie’s Guard

They evacuat- g
mﬂ"ﬂﬁlﬁ "We will do whatever it ":'"“'li:“ o
homes 1o shel- fakes to help save lives, 1::;; w:.;r,ui].;
ters on higher pyovent suffering and mit- and  military
ﬁ';';:: E:ﬁ igate property damage.” meals 10 the
police depart- —Col. Peter Aylward Quter Banks,

menis  prevent

looting. They provided clean water
and boe 1o communities with con-
ixminated waler systems. And they
helped state transporiation workers
clean up the storm'’s considerable
debria.

They devioted this summers final
weekend o the work that Mational
Guanrd troops traditionally do when
Muother Mature hammers Americo.

"I om always impressed by their
decdlication, commitment and wall-
ingness o respond in & moments
molice — At times putting their own
wellbeing st risk.,” said Army
Guard Col. Peter Aylward, who
directed the National Guard
Bureau's Crisis Action Team in
Arlington, Vo

"We will do whatever it takes to
help save lives, prevent soflening
and mitigate property damage,”
Aylward added.

Guard soldiers drove Humvees
imba 3-inch deep flood waters o
rescue people stranded on istands
plong Maryland's Eastern Shore of
the battered Chesapeake Bay.

Mine of them spent the weekend
in Rock Hall, providing local
police with enough of a presence to
prevent looting, said Maj, Todd
Stewnrt, who commanded a 200-
robdier ask foroe thal was respon-
gible for 250 mulez along that
shore.

*They only have a couple of
police officers, and they had prob-
lems with looters the night before,
We gave them a deterrent to pre-
vent further problems,” Stewan
cxplained.

Most of the Guard's weekend
labors were focused in Marth
Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and
the Dhstrict of Columbin where
millions of people were coping
without eleciricity and drinking
water. The storm was blamed for
about 30 deaths, including 17 in
Virginia.

More than 1300 Gusrd troops
were on duty in Monh Camolina,
and over 600 were serving in

transported
2,500 gallons of foel to the Outer
Banks by ferry boat, deployed 40
generator leams to provide suxil-
iary power 1o people without elec-
tricity, and dispatched security
teams to North Hampton and Hyde
counties, Guard officials reporied.

In Virginia, about 120 members of
the 276th Engincer Battalion
helped [epartment af
Tramsportation crews clear some
400 milex of primary and second-
ary roads in Sumy and [sle of
Wight counties, between Virginia
Beach and Richrmond.

Other Virginio Guard soldicrs,
from the 2nd Battalion, 111ih Field
Artillery, were ordered o stale
active duty 1o help provide raflic
contrel in Hempion and o disinb-
ute water 10 Hampion and Virginia
Beach.

About 300 citizen-soldiers began
operting ¢ight regional waler and
ice distribution sites on Sepl. 21,
said Li. Col. Chester Carter [I1,
Virginia's  National Guard
spakesmmm,

Maore than 1,400 National Guard
troops i seven states were wailing
when the Category 2 storm hit the
Morth Caroling cosst with 1) mph
winds and torrential rains atl mid-
day on Sept 1% and then cui a
swath toward the north as it dimin-
ished to a tropical storm,

The eombination of high winds
and Mood waters from the stonm
that was initally =aid o cover an
area the size of Moniana led to fied-
eral disaster declarations for Morth
Corolina, Virginia, Marviand, the
District of Columbia  and
Delaware, West Yirginia, Mew
Jersey amdd Pennsylvanin govem-
menl leaders declured stote emer-
EEncies,

Ciuard troops were ready to help
siate officinls assess the demage
and help citizens in those states as
well. Fifieen two-man ¢rews in
West Virginia, for example, were
prepared 0 rescue nkd evacwate
citizens from areas of thal water-

Maj. Cotlon Puryaar, Virginia Armmy Nationa] Guard

Virginia Army National Guard Spc. Bradley Dlal clears fallen trees from Route 618 in
Surry County, Va. Dial is a member of Company C, 276th Engineer Battalion, and was
called to state active duty to halp Virginia recover from the ravages of Hurricane Isabel.
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Storm

their, dedication, commitment_and willingness o
respond af a moments notice. For them, this was the
Super Bowl, or ot least the plavoifz.”

Aylward knows o thing or two about preparing (or
big football games, becuuse be was o Hnebacker for
his_high school team in Melrose, Mass, He also
helped to coordinate the National Guard's support-
ing. rolé during the 1996 Summer Olympics in
Atlanta, Ga.

Seven years loter, Avlward was on top of his game
a5 the coach of a 22-member Homeland Defense
Crizis Action Team of Armmy and Air Guand officers
that was organized o help Guard forces deal with
[sabels Sepember onsloushi of high winds, heavy
rains and flooding.

“I's ike General Blum calls it - neighbors helping
neighbors,” sald Aylward, who has a Mew
Englander’s way of cutting 10 the quick.

The Guand Buremi’s Homeland Defense Division
helps its neighbors by making sure they have what
they necd in personnel, equipment and supplics,
guch as botlled water to deal with an emeTgency
such as n massive, Category 2 humicang,

"That's the wonderful thing about a humicane. You
hove time to plan. It's not like an eanhquake that
makes you jump through all kinds of hoops right

awny,” said Aylward about how lsabel gave the
Mational CGuard Buresu time to get ready 1o 165t its
ew system. :

People along the Eastern Seaboand knew that Tsabel,
which reached Category 5 extremes while still a
sen, was coming nearly o week before it hit tand.
The fact that it had weakened considerably before
hitting MNorth Cerolina on Sept. 18 was o blessing
indeed, Aylward said.

Therefore, as fiur as he was concerned, it wis scrim-
mage - i way bo trwin for the bigger games, the real-
Iy catastrophic events such as 311, which the Guard
Bureaw's joint headquarters is designed 1o deal with,

*This wns an opportunity fior the joint team o gain
confidence,” Ayhward said. "It was & way (o test our
crisis communications system and o help us son oul
whiat are the critical issues for the siates that we are
here to support.

"Crisis communications: i the key,” he added.
" And the whole system has o be exercised.”

Although this coach was not reluctant 1o hold peo-
ple's fect to the fire, Aylward said he was impressed
with bow the team pulled together.

"Most of these people have served on crisis action
teams before, and we have a lot of mient o the
ftates,” Aylward said. "That core of expenience helps
everyone get their heads in the game and leam from
the expens.”™

logged mounfainous state where  This war against the weather 15 an

who are  doing the work”

flooding from Isabel's heavy mins
Wils @ MAJOr CONCerm,

Air National Guand commanders
ordered 59 plancs - including jet
fighters and huge transport planes -
flown from their lome bases in six
states along the stormm’s projected
path, between Viogmia and Sew
York, to zafic havens in other parts
of the country.

The Virginia Army Guard also
sent half a dozen helcopters 1o
Frankforn, Ky.

old Mational Guard misston under
new MARLEement.

It murked the first time that the
Gruard Bureau, which this year has
been reorganized into a provisional
joint command, oversaw the stales’
ciforts fo deal with the threat to
persons and property in this coun-
Ty,

"We're here to provide the poli-
cies, the coordination, and the
money for the people owt there,

Christopher Gandner, the Guard
Bureau's acting vice chief, told the
members of the newly formed
Crisia Action Team at the National
Cruand’s headguarters.

Guard oificials were gquick bo
point oul that plenty of troops were
available for state sctive duty cven
though tens of thousands of citi-
zen-soldiers and airmen have been
deployed because of the global war
against terrarism.

mOGun g



Father and son help liberate the Iraqi people

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Maticna! Guard Bursau

CAMP ARIFIAN, KUWAIT = William and
Timathy Miller bonded in many ways a8 a
father and only son. They played painiball in
the woods. They played basketball. William
helped coach his son's middle school and
high school wrestling teams.

Mow the Millers of the Indisna Army
National Guard hove bonded in guite a dif-
ferent way, They have gone to war together,
and ihéy have both camed the coveled
Combat Infantryman Badge for tnking pan
in ground sction against an enemy force.

William, 39, is a scrgeant, and Timothy, 20,
iz a specialist in Company A of the Is
Baralion, 293rd Infantry that got inio the
thick of Operation Iragi Freedom when the
Indliana Army Guard soldiers began crossing
firom Kouwail into Irag in lete March = during
the first days of intense ground combat
against the forces of Saddam Hussein,

Here's the kicker. The father wound up in
the Irag combat zone near the city of Al
Masirivah, because his son talked him into
joining the Mational Guard after William had
already spent 14 years in the active Army.

Tim enlisted in March 2000 while he was
still in high school. His father joined i
January 2002, Tim treined 25 a grenadier. His
dad was origimally charged with preparing
the Guard unit's new recruits for basic tmaim-
ing before deploying 1o the Persian Gulf one
year kaler.

"I'm going to have 1o stop listening to him,"

"I felt the same apprehensions that any father would feel about
having his son go into this situation.”

- Sgt. William Miller

cracked Sgt. Miller in early September, when
they were out of harm's way hack in Kuwait,
al comforiable Camp Arifjan south of
Kuwait City, and counting the days unti] they
could return to their fumily in Mentope, Tnd.

"One of the big reasons I'm glad 1 came
over here was to make my fmily feel better,
knowing | was with him,” said Sgi Miller,
who was a military policerman and dog han-
dler before getting out of the Army in 1997,

He had seitled info civilian life as a steel
worker in northemn Indiana with his wife and
daughter as well as with Tim, the oldest
child, before again putting on the uniform as
o traditionn] Guard soldier. Then he and his
s0n wenl 10 war,

"] felt the same apprechensions that any
father would feel about having his son go
into this situation,” the elder Miller
explained. "He's made me very proud - as 4
father and as a friend.”

"l was more confident than 1 would have
been had he not been with me, because he'd
done a deployment or two alrepdy,” said the
SO,

They did not serve side-by-side s the coali-
tion forces made the big push into Irag. Sgi
Miller got there first on March 26 as part of
the Guand battalion's element sssigned - o
secure 8 refueling station.

One man, two distinct badges

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Buraau

CAMP ARIFIAN, KUWAIT - Capt. Wesley
Russel] is a Christian soldier, who wears two
distinct badges on his undform that signify he
has already spent his time in hell.

He is one of the few U5, Ammy soldiers to
have eamed both the Combat Infaniryman
Badge and the Combai Medical Badge. Both
testify 1o the fact that be hes participaied in
ground combat against an enemy force.

Russell, 37, Tives in Muncie, Ind. He is the
full-time personnel officer for the Indizna
Army Mational Guard’s 131 Banalion, 293
Infaniry, He pot those badges of cournge,
because he has tken part in both of the
United States’ wars in the Persian Gulf
aguinst iroops loval 1o Saddam Hussein.

He carmned the medical badge in 1991 dur-
ing Operation Desent Storm, when he was an
nctive Army medic with in the st Cavalry
Division that helped drive the Iragi Army out
of Kowait

He carned the infaniryman badge, betier
known as the CIB, 12 years later during
Operation Iraqi Freedom, because he spent
last March and April as part of the Amy
Cruard battalion that pushed into Irag with
the other coalition fsrces,

Genting both badges is an uncommaon
secomplishment for & couple of repsons. A
soldicr can cam only one badge during a par-
ticular conflict, according o Army regula-

4
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tions, You have to be an infantry soldicr 1o
win the CIB, and you must be a medic serv-
ing with infantry soldiers im combat to carn
the medical badge.

Eamning both badges brought him consader-
ably closer io God, Russell explained.

"I heeame a Christian in o foxhale as mor-
tar rounds were coming in on the first day of
the ground war during Opemtion Desent
Storm. That wos Feb, 24, 1991, It was my
25th hirthaday,” he recounted.

"Having that faith made things a lo1 enséer
the sccomd time around,” he said about gomg
to war again last spring. "And [ was close to
others who alss found the faith.'

Spec. Miller followed two days lnter, when
his light infantry platoon drove its Humvees
1o the same region.

Sleeping in sand-gritty foxholes for the first
three weeks of the war and going without
showers for as long as 45 days were among
the same expenicnces they endured during
their three months of pulling rear arca scou-
rity in Irag.

That does not, however, give them an
exchmsive right to war siories in whal 15
undenizhly & patriotic family.

William has eight brothers and sisters, he
explained, and five of them hove also served.
Ome brother and a sister were Manines,
Another brother and sister were in the Mavy.
Another brother 15 still in the Navy,

William's father-in-law, Tim's grandfather,
retired from Army Intelligence as a warrant
officer. And his wife, Tim's mom, also speni
three years in the Mavy,

His wile has been the rock, who has com-
forted ber 13-vear-old doughier as well as
Tim's fiancée, while not giving in 1o the
counsel of her fears, Willinm said.

He was busy in his own right, Sgi. Miller
explained, "looking out for other young
whippersnappers, who believe they are bul-
letprood and ithink they'll live forever.”

But he never forgod that his son was akso in

Pholo by Master Sgi. Bob Haskol
Indlana Army HNational Guard Sgt.
William Miller and his son Spec.
Timothy Miller went to war in lrag
together with the 1st Battalion, 203rd
Infantry earlier this year.
harm's way in the same place.

*I did what 1 had to do, but it always played
in the back of my mind," =aid Sgt. William
Miller, who could finally relnx afier his son
wiz safe and sound with him back in Kuwnait
and they could both think sbout going home -
tor [ndimnn.

Serving for his soldiers ...

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Nasonsl Guard Bursau

CAMP ARIFIAN, KL'WAIT - Staff Sgt.
Harold Paskins is sbout to conclude: his
military carcer much like he began it 43
years ago — in the shadow of o war.

Victnam was the war he went to after he
wis drafted imto the Army in 1964,
Operation Iraqi Freedom is the war he
will leave when he retires from the
Indinny Army National Guard next March
~ after a total of 27 years in uniform.

He spent two years in the Army. He
joined the Guard 18 years later, and he
has served for a quarter century as a tradi-
tipmal soldier.

"There's no betier way W end i1, going
ot the same way | came in," reflecied the
sofi-spoken Pasking of Forl Wayne, Ind.,
who has two distinctions among the 650
citizen-soldiers in the 1st Batalion, 293
Infantry who have spent this year serving
in Kuwait and enduring combat in Irag.

He iz 60 years old, which makes him the
bantalion's oldesi soldier. He is also
believed to be that cutfit's only Vietnam
veteran. A few of the battalion's other old
hands were in uniform during that e, it
was pointed out, but Harold Paskins is the
only one who went 1o Nam.

Pasking embodies the expression: "The

more things change, the more they

"

Sty

Pasking

said  Paskins,
who declined
to say any more about the subject.

He was a manager for o modern new din-
ing facility that he helped open last May
at Camp Arifjan in Kuwail, the gateway
to the conflict for tens of thousands of
soldiers and Marines.

He could have sat this one out, Paskins
scknowledged, becanse most men do not
go aff to war when they are pushing 60,
He could probably have stayed behind (o
mind his small lown care business in Fort
Wayne and occasionally haul a load in a
trailer truck.

But Paskins takes this soldiering busi-
ness prefly seriously.

"l had 18 young soldiers, and I ficli I
could help them by coming over here,” he
explained.

e e - ———




Minnesota’s youth camp is unique and growing

By Master Sgi. Judy Ofard
Camp Fiplay Publc Aflpirs

CAMP RIPLEY, Minn. — OF all the pro-
grams that benefit Minnesota Guard fami-
lies, Yiouth f.‘a.mp may he the best It alzo
miay be unique.

"Some other states have yvouth camps, but,
we think, none are like ours,” said Muster
Bgl. Rich Kemp, the state's Youth Camp
coordingtor, "Some are more like boot
camps. Curs 13 like a regular sunmmer camp,
with some extrns.”

Held each August since 1590 at Camp
Ripley, near Little Falls, Minn., Youth Camp
&5 for the children, gmndchildren, nieces and
nephews of active or retired Army or Air
Guard members.

"Wa have all the same activities as other
CAMmps, canoeing, swimming, archery and so
on,” Kemp said. "What's different i the mil-
iary emphasis. Campers are divided up into
four teams named for Minnesota Guard
cquipment, the Brodleys, Blackhawks,
Hercules and Falcons. We have a flag cere-
mony eoch morning and evening, we teach
the kids to march, and they stay in the same
barracks Guard members stay in. [t helps
them relate o their Bumily members 0 the
Citind.”

The program was the brainchild of
Minnesots Adjutant  Genersl Eugene
Andreotti and Sgi. Maj. Tony Nathe, then
hesd af the state’s recruiiting and refention
team, Femp said, Andreotd, who retired this
year, gave Guard familics a high prionty.
Mathe saw family support as a retention (ool

“That firsi year, we had only one week of

Minnesota's first lady, Mary
Pawlenty, compares fish stories with
a young angler at the Family Fishing
Day held at Camp Ripley for famllies
of deployed service members. *I
was looking for ways to help fami-
lies of deployed soldiers,™ said

Photo by Staff Sgt. Dan Ewer

Youth campers swarm the cockpit of a Hercules C-130 provided by 133rd Flight Wing based at Fi. Snelling, Minn.,
under the watchful eye of the crew. The camp’s affillation with the military makes unique activities, like tours of mili-

tary alrcraft, possible.

Youth Camp,” said Kemp, who has worked
with the program since it5 inceplion. "Not o
lot of people knew about if, 50 nof as many
kids signed up, We also had a bot less volun-
feers, =0 everyone had o do more. Bul we're
growing, and we get better every year,”
Minnesota now offers two one-week Youth

Phot by Staff Sgt. Daniel Ewer
Pawlenty, who worked with the
Camp Ripley staff, Minn. Department

of Matural Resources’ Fisheries
Division and MinnAgua Program to
organize the event. "l love fishing,
and | love military famlilles. & was
natural to put the two together,”

Comp sessions every summer, with up to 136
campers, aged 1010 12 years old, in each. A
Teen Camp, for 13 to 15 year olds, was
mildbed in 200, Kemp snid. It is designed for
54 campers and nuns consecutively with the
first week of Youth Comp.

Because ithe program benefits Guard Fami-
lies, it can wse Camp Ripley's fncilities free
of charge, acconding to refired Sgt. Maj.
Claade Sand, this year's second-week Youth
Camp director.

“We use Ripley's buildings, buses, facilities,
like the confidence course, and oquipmenl,
like canoes, roller blades and bicycles,” Samd
said."Rations, supplies and printing are about
all we pay for. All of our stall are volunieers,
50 wi can charge each eamper just 5100 a
wisck, and even give a few scholarships,”

Each camper must be sccompanied by an
adult voluntesr, either the Gueard mermiser or
someone else in the family, Sand said, but an
exception i3 made for the kids of deploved
Cinard members.

"Having each camper bring & voluniecr
gunrantees we'll have plenty of saff,” he
said. "Our ratio is very high, about one seaff
member for every three campers.” He added
that voluntecrs are assigned 1o different
sgueds - than their children, to  prevent
favoritism, and give kids a chance o do
things on their own.

The camp's affiliston with the malitary
allows activities that civilian programs can’t
match, Kemp said,

"Besides the buibdings, we use (Camp
Ripley's} confidence course, nifle range and
land navigation courses,” he said. “Teen
Camp uses the rapelling tower. The Friday of
cach sesswon s “military day", when coun-
selors who are in the military wear their uni-
forms, and we hove a C-130 and Blackhawk

{helicopter) fly in for the kids 1o tour. The
crews are there to answer questions. We also
have an F-16 fly over (by l48ih Fighter
'Wmu bamed in Daeluth, Mimn, }, and gve rides
in Humvees and Bradleys,”

"lt's & preat program, ma by the Guard for
Guard kids" said Chief Worrunt Officers
Three Steve Grimaldi, an assistapt team
leader for the first week of Youth Casmp this
vear, "It has a variety of goals, nof juss fun ™
Grimaldi, a full Gme helicopier pilot for
1256th  Medical Company in St Paal,
returned the second week (o let campers lour
his LIH-1 medical evacuation helicopter.

"We're fully aceredited by the American
Camiping Association,” said Lon Ewoldr, a
former Cuard spouse and registered nurse,
wha volunteersd this vear for the medical
stafl. "They look &t the qualifications of our
medical taff, our food, supplics, and mainte-
nance—every aspect of the program.”

Tenmwork is an imporiant aspect of the
Youth Camp experience, Sand said,

"We use colored T-shins, caps, 1D tags, and
individualized chants and cheers to create the
feeling of group identity in each of the
squads, and in Youth Camp as a whole.
Teams have projects that they work on
together, like banners and marching drills for
the grachustion ceremoney,” he said.

In addition, the staff looks for areas where
each comper can shine, Ewoldt said,

"We try to hove o wide variety of nctivities
in the course of the week, so therell be some-
thing o appenl o everyone. It's imporinm
that all the campers find something  they
enpoy or can do well,” she sanl,

"l wouldn't be bere if | didn't believe strong-
Iy in the program,” she added, echoing the
sentiment of every Youth Camp staff mem-
ber
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— RECTTITEE

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Mational Guand Bureau

CAMP ARIFIAN, KUWAIT — "The
Thugs,” a5 they call themselves with a ceor-
tain sense of pride, have leamed about gomg
10 war in ways that no street gang could ever
Imagine.

They are 24 Army Mutional Guard imfantry
soldiers from Indiana, and they joined the
brotherbood of combat infantry veberans dur-
ing a long, anxious night in lafe March while
puarding o captured pmmunition supply
paint in sowtherm Drog.

They also helped to write a new chapler in
the history of the mod-

Irag between Inie March amd - carly
September, because the Army needed all of
the help it could get, said Col, Glenn Walker,
chief of the Army Mational Guand Affairs
Office in Kuwail,
“If you were ground combat and they need-
ed you, you gol used," Walker explained.
All told, 296K Army Guoard froops,
belonging o 708 units, were operating in the
Irag-Kuwait theater by September, be said,
Many of the Guard's support unils, inclad-
ing transporiation and medical companies,
were pressed into service during the first
Ciulf War and have been called up agnin.
This time, however, the

em  Armmy  Mational
CGuard by moving inio
enemy  termitory  and
halding their ground
after the first week of

m‘i“" i Ii“'l" and training has paid off."
-k i i — Lt Col. Ivan Denton

"We have validated our-
selves to the active Army.
Seven vears of hard work

infaniry can take a bhow!

And the 181 of the 293rd
from Fort Wayne, Ind.,
has led the way because
it has been there the
longest of any Army
infantey  outfit, Walker
said. As many as 640 of

The Thugs are the
moriar plaipon for the |51 Baitalion, 293rd
Infantry, which demonstrated during this
second war agninst the forces of Saddom
Hussein that the Army Guard can handle
itsell in & combat situstion; that it is primed
for the fight.

"We have validaied ourselves to the active
Army. Seven years of hard work and training
has paid off" said L1 Caol. Ivan Denton, the
15t Battalion commander, about what his 650
light infantry soldiers and other Army CGuard
infantry umiis have sccomplished dunng the
second Gulf War,

The battalion is part of Indiana’s Toth
[nfantry Brigade, which bocame one of the
Army Cuard's 15 separste and enhanced
brigades in the mid-19%0s,

"We belicved that the enhanced, separmte
brigades’ stock would rise during this war,
and we took that very serioosly,” Denton
=nid,

Army Cuard infaniry soldiers did ot get
into Operation Desert Storm o dozen years
ago, when a coalition forge drove the Iragi
army oul of Kuwait, This time, seven differ-
ent Army Guard infaniry battalions served in

Photos by Spe. Matthew McClelland, Indiana Ay National Guard
Indiana Army MNational Guard Spc. Isaac Keller is at full alert while patrolling a

road near the southern Iragl community of Sug ash Shuyukh. Members of the
1st Battalion, 293rd Infantry pulled security there earlier this year.

those  soldiers  spent
more than four months in Irag.

A total of 476 of these soldiers received the
Army's Combat Infaniryman Badge and
another 31 got the Combat Medic Badpe for
participating in ground combat against an
enemy force.

Furthermore, Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum, chiel
of the National Guard Bureau, on Sepl. 7
pinned Brovee Stars on Denton, Maj, Ronald
Westfall, Maj. Eric Bray, Capt. Eric Derue,
Capt. Wesley Russell and Commuund Sgi
aj, John Runge.

Iromically, no one thought that cutfit would
actually go inio Irag.

It was mobilioed last October to provide
rear aren security for Patriot missiles and for
shipping and airport facilitics in Kuwait,
where ULS.-led coalition ground forces wiere
massing to invade the country to the north,

The mobilization order ammived three days
after Denton had officially taken command
of the battalion on OcL 19,

"1 thought 'Lord have mercy. Welcome to
command,™ recalled the new boss, 8 former
Army Ranger, who had seen combal in
Panama in late 1989, when ULS. forces over-

E e O Gouan

threw the government of Manuel Nonega,

The hattalion went info overdrve. The first
half flew into Kuwait on Juno 3, heavily
armed, becaese "we didn't know what we
were stepping into,” Denton =aid. All of his
soldiers were there by Jan. 20, Two days
Inter, the battalions Humvees arrived by
ship,

TE:}I were amang the first military units o
pome from the United States, "We were very
proasd to be the first infantry battalion out the
door,” Denton said.

They began guarding docks a1 the Shuisba
Port on the Persian Gulf and pulling security
at Kuwail Intermational Airport against possi-
ble terrorist atiacks and sabotage as equip-
ment and troops began pounmg into  the
eounkry.

They also patrolled the perimeter af Camp
Ariffjan, south of Kuwait City, to protect sal-
diers and Marines who were organizing for
the invasion

Remaiming m Kuwait, owever, seemed 1o
be the Hoosker soldiers' fate, and Denton told
them it was highly uniikely they would go
o lrag,

Two days later, on March 26, e recalled,
they began escorting elements of the 3rd
Infantry Division into that esuntry. 1t all hap-
pened that fast.

"We had a lot w do in & short amoant of
time," =aid 1=t Lt Andrew Weaver, who was
told to get his 20-man scout platoon scross
the border and close 1o the Tallil A Base
ncar the [rsqi city of Al Maziriyah in 24

Hiz team passed destroyved Irmgi antillery
pieces and smoldering Iraqi tanks as they
eniered thal couniry across a network of
defensive dilches.

"1 had 1o pinch myself, becanse in some
ways it felt Like T was in fraiming back a1 Fort
Molk, La." recalled Weaver, who had trans-
ferred into the unit when he was told it would
be zent to the Middle Ensi. "But we were
headed toward some of the heaviest fighting
of the war. | knew this was the real thing."

S0 did "The Thugs" - nickoamed for the
sound that & mortar round makes when shot
from an $1mm fube.

It adl hit home when those mortar men weng
ordered to secure a sprawling ammo supply
podnt next o the Tallil Air Base, so lermonsts
could not wse the bullets, rocket-propelled
grenades and ant-amreraft missiles agminsi
the Americans., The rest of the battalion ook
up positions. around the air hase,

The two dozen " Thugs,” smved with auto-
matic weapons mounied on Humvees, on
March 27 replaced a mechanized active
Arrmy unit that had been guarding the ste
with wrmored Bradley Fighting Vehicles,
They had engaged enemy fighters, and they
had peason to believe the Indiann soldiers
would also be hii.

"Mone of us slept that night, We stayed at
100 percent alen,” said Sgi 151 Class Scott
MacGregor, the mortar-platoon sergeant who
positioned half of his' men a1 the main
entrance and the other half at an observation
post a couple of miles away.

"It was kind of an ceric feeling,”™
MacGregor explained. “We coold hear the
fighting in the city six or seven miles away.

An Indiana Army Natlonal Guard sol-
dier with the 1st Battalion, 293rd
Infantry watches over the Iragl coun-
tryside at sunset,

There was fighting all arcund us. We were
out there by ourselves.”

But MacGregor had trained his people well
gince hecoming the mortar platoon sergeant
in July 2001. He's a patrolman for the
Muncie Police Department in Indiana, He
had served in Somalia in 1993, when he was
in the 10th Mountain Division. And he knew
it was only a matter of trme before o National
Guard unit, perhaps his, would wind up ina
place like this

.. TThat man had us doing monar drills day-in.-

and day-oul for months,” sd Spe. Senn
Middaugh. "He never let up, and it definitely
paid off that night *

The enemy did not come that naght. S,
MacGregor said "The Thugs” lived up o his
expectations. They stayed on their loes. They
Ipoked out for one another. And, after being
relieved the following day, they set up a fine-
hase, so they could support the rest of battal-
pom 1f they were needed.

The success of those first couple of days el
the tone for the next four months. The
Indiana soldicrs continued to operale around
Tallil and in the Al Nasiriyah area as the war
progressed toward and then info Baghdad,

Their job was 1o keep that sirbase secure so
thot A-10s fighters could My their sories; so
that an 82nd Airbome brigade combal ieam
could land its men and equipment in Ssddam
Hussein's backyard; and so that Army
Rangers could train there and then fiy off 1o
rescue Plc. Jessica Lymch,

Sadly, the battalion did lose one soldier dur-
ing its deployment. Spec. Brian Clemens was
killed in Kuwait on Feb, 6 when a Humvee in
which he was patrolling the Camp Arifjan
penmeder rolled over. He was 19,

The Indiana battalion returned to Kuwat in
late July and began waiting for the orders
that would send the men home and end their
vear-long mobiliration.

This is how their communder defined what
they accomplished:

In Kuvwait, they secured the seaport, 20 that
120 ships could unload the beans and bullets
for war in a secure environment, They guard-
ed the airport where 180,000 troops landed
aafisly,




Military invited to NFL kickoft in D.C.

By Spec. Lorie Jewesill
Owperation Tribule 1o Froedom

WASHINGTON, D.C. = Jusi a
few weeks ago, Spec. Keith
Simms wis dodging snipers and
terrorist bombers in and around
Boghdad. Spec, Lyndon Holmes
was moving squipment and sup-
plics into the Iragi capital, while
Spec. Swieven Blancheie was
making security sweeps of homes
in the city of Fallujah.

On Sept. 4, the three Mational
Guardsmen were standing a few
hundred fieet from & massive
gtage fromting the U5, Capitol,
taking in an encrgelic perform-
anece by hip-hop soul artist Mory
L. Blige. They were among thou-
sands of uniformed military
members af WFL Khkckafl Live, a
free concert jump starting the
new foothall sezson. The NFL
rescrved  special  front-stage
viewing arcas for the ammed
forces as o way of saving thank-
you for their service,

The event drew more than
100 (Me) music and football fans
to the Mational Mall. Some
25500 service members and
their families -including roughly
2,200  Guardsmen and  their
guests - registered  online Lo
attend through Operation Tribaie
o Freedom, a Department of
Defense mtiative that supports
and encournges recognition of
America’s  servicemen  and
WOITECT,

"This is the most fun I've had in
seven manths.” said Simms, of
Baltimore. "It feels good. Really
gosl.”

smmms, Holmes and Blanchetic
enjoyed the concert from the VIP
blcachers, where they sat with
dorens of other Walter Reed
Army Medical Cenfer patients
who were mobile enough o frav-
él. Some came in wheelchairs
with wives and friends. The

reserved section included access
fov o fend filled with food nd bev-
criges. Celehritles = like WFL
Hall of Fame running back
Maorcus Allen — spent time in the
bleachers visiting soldiers and
sipning sutographs.

A heant condition forced Sinms
out of Iraq five months after his
arrival  with  the 122%th
Transportation Company of the
Moryland Natwonal Guard. The
stark contrast between sweltering
days i the desert of Irsg and
intermittent aflemoon rmins on
the Mall was a bit overwhelming,
he said. He's still not quite used
to the security of being home. On
hia 45th birthdsy in Jume, 8 young
Iragi boy threw a brick through
the windshield of the 5-ton truck
Simms was driving through a
small town. He narrowly escaped
imjury,

"It's a big adjustment, being

bock,” said Simms. "Hut I'm
hanging m there.”
S0, too, are Holmes and
Blanchette, who are recoverng
from injuries and ailments at the
Army hospitzl, Holmes, a mem-
ber of the 534Tih Trunsporiation
Company, Washington, DUC,
MNationn] Guard, broke his lefi
hand in June, He fell while get-
ting off a truck he was riding in
as his unil worked to secure an
ares near Baghdad,

Blanchetie, of North Kingstown,
R.L, is a member of the 115th
Military Police Company, Rhode
Island Mational Guand, A senious
kidney disorder sent him to the
Army hospital a little over a
week bafore the event.

Feeling appreciated for their
service helps with the healing
process, said the gaprdsmen and
others who have seen their shane
of hommors in Imq and clsewhere
while fighting the global war on
feTTOnsm,

A mamber of the Military Order of the Purple Heart presents
awards to four Purple Heart recipients from different
branches of the military.
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Members of the armed forces gather In front of the stage before the start of the NFL
Kickoff Live concert at the National Mall. The service members and their families wara
honored guests of the NFL as part of Operation Tribute to Freedom.

Blige and several other per-
formers sharing the playbill -
Acrosmith, Good Charlodte,
Britney Spears, and Arectha
Franklin - expressed their grati-
tudde 1o the armed forces both on
slage and At 4 press conference
the: day before.

"The military has a lot to do
with us being bere,™ Blige said at
the Sept, 3 medin gathering.
"They deserve a lot of support.™

Most of the celebritics noted
personal connections to the mili-
tary. Blige's father served in
Yictnam. Frunklin spoke proudly
of two brothers in the Navy, onc
of whom retired afier 20 vears as
a navigainr Paul Thomas, bass
player for Good Charlotte, has a
cousin in the Army who flies
Blackhawk helicopters.

Their ties 1o troops continised ot
the concent, where five service
members - each representing a
different brapch of the military -
introduced the band or performer
from their same hometown o

sate,

Army Sgr. 18t Class Kathernine
Perez of the Flonda Matiopal
Cruand had the pleasure of giving
an enmhusinstic stagpe call o fel-
low Mew Yorker Mary J. Blige. It
was an experience like none
other, Perer said.

There was the Washington mon-
umnent in front of her and the LS,
Capitol buildmg o her rear,
Recently retired  Washington
Redsking defensive back Darrell
Gireen was at her side, calling her
a hero.

atage lights of all colors flood-
od the massive crowd as it semt
thunderows applause and cheers
into the night air, Metwork ielevi-
ston cameras put the scene in
homes sl across America,

"It was pure ecstacy,” loughed
Perez, still mddy a tew days later.
Most of the service members in
thie-crowd have been deployed ai
some point in the two years fight-
ing in Irng, Alghanistan or other
global hot spots. Some, ke

Perer, are currently deployed for
senvice in Operation Endunng
Fréedom. Perer is with the 107Tth
Mobile Public A TFuirs

Detachment from St Augasting,
which was called 1o active duty
in early February amd = now
working on the task force for
Operation Trbute to Frecdom.

Uniforms of every style and
color blanketed the audience.
From the stage, Aerosmith front
man Steven Tyler thanked the
military several times, repeatediy
telling them the performance was
"all about you,®

Unkike his days m Img, there
wis no stress or fear for Simms,
the Army specialist from Walter
Reed, ns he soaked up the concert
energy. But he couldn't help
thinking about his buddies sl
OVEESEas.

"l wish a lot of the guys over
there could get o taste of this”
said Simms, watching Blige
sway and swoon on a Jumbotron.
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Maine Guardsmen continue a 33-

By Mastor Sgt. Bob Haskell
Ml Guartf Buhaols
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(Left) Maine Army National Guard Staff Sgb. Philip Tompkins checks the sight
alignment for one of the howitzers belonging to the 1st Battalion, 152nd Figld
Artillery during an annual training fire mission at the Canadian Force's Camp
Gagaetown in New Brunswick. (Below) Maino Army National Guard Spe. Joseph
Bourgoine fires one of the 155mm howilzears.
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Operation Lone

Star:

By Spc. Derek Del Rosario
1007 Meblia Public Afpirs Detachmant

WESLALCC, Texas — “An Army of One™

"Mccelerate Your Life."

"Cross into the Blue.”

Mo matter what slogan they identify with,
the military personnel imvalved in Operation
Lone Star 2003 are helping Rio Gmnde
Valley residents live healthier. For two
weeks this summer, three elementary schools
in South Texas were converied into
makeshift clinics where Naval Reserve and
Army and Air Matiopal Guard personnel
warked together to provide dental and med-
ice] pesistance 1o the under-privileged resi-
dents of the commumnity.

The annual humanitorian exercise has been
8 joint effort ever since its debut in 1999,
Armmy National Guard Lt Col. Zerline 1.
MeMeal-Ingram of the Austin-based Texis
Medical Command Group is the executive
officer of the clinkc at Chapa Elementary in
La Joys, Texas She hag been involved in
every Operation Lone Star since its inception
and has seen the growing relationship among
the services,

*l was imvolved in this operation even
befsre it was officially called Operation
Lone Star” said MecMeal-Ingram. "During
the first exercise, the clinics were sel up in
tents, and all the military services made sig-
nificant contributions.™

EMcMcal-Ingram related the joint efforts of
Orperation Lone Star to her expenence duning
Operation Desert Storm, where she worked
with services from different countrics as well
as with different LLS. services.

"Desert Storm involved joint forces as well
a5 forces from countries like France and
Tealy," she saidl. "Every service has a diflerent
way of feoking at things, but what matiers is
we all served the same purpose, much like
that of Operation Lope Star.™

Ar Mobional Guard Tech. Sgi Gilben
Cisneros Jr., of the 149th Medical Squadron
in San Antonio also credited his previous

"Helping people in need iz the mis-

slon, and we are all working together
toward that goal,” sald DTZ Annmarie

Wilson of the 24th Dental Co.,
Marietta, Ga., in describing the team-
work of the joint forces involved In
Operation Lone Star 2003,
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Alr Natlonal Guard Tech. Sgt. Gllbert Cisneros Jr,. of the 143th Medical Squadron in San Antonio, checks the biood-
sugar levels of Rio Grande Valley residents during Operation Lone Star 2003, Cisneros sald joint exercises, such as
Operation Lone Star, make It easy to work with other services because everyone wants to help those in nead.

experience of wiorking with different servic-
es as focilitnting his relationship with other
service members as part of Operation Lone
Star.

“I nm quite comforiable working in & joint-
forces situation,” Cisneros said. "1 worked in
8 joint-service situation at & Combat
Casualty Care Course at Camp Bullis. | think
that as any soldier, seaman, marine o girman
gain more expericnce working with one
another, they become more comfortable in
that enviromment,"

While many of the physicians and dentist
participating in the humanitarian mission
have pnor experience working in a joint-
service seiting, many military personnel ane
new 1o Operation Lone Star and 1o working
with other services. Novy Reserve Cmdr
James Eric Hibbs of the 4th Dental Company
at Forl Worth noficed obstacles con come
with being new to 8 joini-forces mission.

"1 have been & part of Operation Lone Stas
before, but it's still a re-learning expenience,”
the denfist said. "1 #ill have fo brush up on
the rank struciure when | work in 2 joint
environment. For those who are new to
working with other services, it can be a big
challenge to handbe a different rank system.”

Adr National Guard Tech Sgt. Phillip G.
Casillas of the 149th Medical Sguadron in
San Antonio also agrees that leaming and
recognizing different mihiary titles in the

services can be dountimg.

"It takes time bo get vsed to new mak struc-
tures,” said the airman, "For me, the insignia
on Mavy uniforms are very hard o learn, |
think when people run into a situation like
that, it's all abowt informing ourselves by
asking guestions.”

According 1o Hibbs, being informed about
unother service member's branch i not a
problem.

"| think everyone loves 1o be a teacher,”
Hibbs said. "People like 1o talk about their
military gervice o members of other servie-
¢s. They are proud of the service they are in
and wani 1o share that with others,"

MeMeal-Ingram said that being educated on
different services is 0 good way to facilitate
communication among the services, She
gove an example in regards fo her own serv-
-8

"A lot of people do not understand what the
Army Mational Guard does.” sad McNeal-
Ingram. "When they realize we are part of 'an
Armmy of One,' they get o better concept of
our mission and how it & similar to their
own. It is all & matter of eduention.®

Being mformed about different services’
rank structare i3 not the only thing that can
belp a joini mission. Understanding other
branch-specific differences belps avoid con-
fusion during joint exercises, Acconding to
Hibbs, not knowing aboot a different servic-

£s, organizational structure also can be mn
obstacle,

"Sametimes, the administrative side is dif-
ferent among the various services,” he said
"Being aware of the different processes and
procedures of another senvice and things like
understanding their chain of command can
help promiote a team effort.”

Despite the differences among the services,
MeMeal-Ingram  believes that  since
Operation Lone Star is & humanitarian mis-
sion, it helps keep all of the services as one
loam.

“In my opinion, medical groups tend o
blend easicr than other fields do,” sawd
McMeal-Ingram. "It is easier for personnel i
the medical field 10 work together beciuse
we share o common goal: to promote health
care and leave a situation betier than it was
before, no madter whad uniform 15 wem.”

MNavy Reserve Dental Technician Annmarie
Wilson of the 24th Dental Company in
Marietta, Ga., also believes that the comman
field the services share is 0 greal assistance
1o the team effort of the military personnel
during Operation Lone Siar.

"Even though this is mainly an Army exer-
cise, all the services share the same goal®
said Wilson. "All of the military personnel
here want to lend a helping hand and o pro-

See OLS on Page 11
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Medical reserve forces train for real threat

By 5gi. Kevin M. Bromiley
100k Mobda Public  ANpers
Diatacchrman

EDIMBURG, Texas — Ii's 3
a.mm., the moonkit central Texas
landscape rushes below the
UH-60 Black Hawk., The
occupants are bathed in the
red-glow of the belicopter's
interior lighting, their features
illuminated infermifiently by
the mircrafi's Mashing strobe
lights ns they wing southward
towards Mexico.

Col. Charles Killingswaorih,
Texas Medical Command
Groop commander, is baing
briefed in-flight through the
helicopber's mtercom.

However, the headsets do -
tle to drowmn oot the screaming
whine of the twin turbine
engines. There is an outbreak
of a virulent infectious discase
in the shantyiowns of the
Colonins along the border of
Mexico. The culprt, identificd
by the Texas Armmy Matiopol
iGuards Civil Support Team 6,
i weapons-grade Anthrax.

An as-yel undetermined fer-
rocist group, has relcased the
disease among the impover-
tuhed - people-of Texas' soulh-
erti-most etlements. This site
was chosen because of Hs
close location 1o the ULS. bor-
der and the lack of medical
facilities,

The civilian health care com-
munity s overwhelmed and
does not have the resources to
hamifle a mass-casualty event
such e thes.

Although the events depicted
in the opening paragraphs of
this article are fictitions, it
could become a gruesome
realiny.

In this type of scenanio, med-
ical personnel of the Army
Mational Guard, Air Naticnal
Guard, Army and Navy
Feservies may be called upon
o mct as the first line of
defense in stacks involving
weapons of mass destruction
or bio-termorism.

In order 1o prepare for these
missions, the Texas Army
Manonal Gruanrd uses
[nnovative Readiness Training
{IRT},

This training doctrine, allows
commanders o meel their
mahilization readiness
requirements, while providing
a bencfit to the parnership
community. One such TRT is
Operation Lone Star (DLS),

Fhotos by Sl Kevin M. Broméay, 100th Mobila Public Aftairs Datachment

Mambers of the U.S. Naval Reserve, and the Texas Army and Air National Guard,
load supplies and equipment used during Operation Lone Star 2003. Operation
Lone Star Is a joint-servica humanitarian exercise that provides medical and den-
tal sarvices to impoverished rural communities along the southern Texas border.
The exercise is a Departmant of Defense-sponsored Innovative Readiness Training
exercise that provides a needed community service while satlsfyling military mobi-
lization training requirements.

which provides medical and
dental services to Impover-
jshed communities along the

L5 -Mexican border. OLS
Operations  Officer Maj, Jefl
Verschoor aptly  described
OLS a5 "a humanitarian mis-
sipn, bul ai the =ame tme o
truining mission,”

OLS provides service mem-
bers with expenience in pro-
cessing mass casualbics with
undocumenied medical histo-
riés an a live exencise.

"If there were o smallpox or
anthrax outbreak, or other
weapon of mass destruction,
we'll see the same kind of
miass-casunlty processing that
we see during OLS”
Verschoor said.

"We would alse set [n per-
centage of] these types of
mjurics when deployed in o
masg-casually  operation.”
OLS doctors and denlists see
an average of 1,000 patienis
per day.

The most difficult adjustment
service members make during
OLS is operating as & joint-
service team, This type of
operafion i3 often diffecult
becawss of different policies
procedures and bogistical sys-
lems among the anending
SETVIOEE.

"The [medical and denial]
irsining is pol that different

across the services, bul we
have o lemmi 1o, cofmimum-
cale,” explained Maval
Reserve Capt. John Batlle of
the 4th Medical Battalion,
" Joint exercises are the way of
the future — combing our pssets
and work together.”

As with any. military opem-
ton, communication ks vital to
successful completion of the
mission, and differences in
rank struchure and jargon can
be a hindrance in a jomnt oper-
ation.

However, Batlle indicated,
"During this operation, Army,
Mavy and Air Force personnel
gquickly assumed leadership
roles and adjusted to oper-

Mavy Reserve Capt. John Batlle and Texas Army

kboms in 4 joint enyironment.”

Although mission readiness is
the focal point of innovative
readiness  training, the most
positive benefit of this opem-
tion is its effect on service
member momle and cEpril de
GO,

Instead of spending two
wieeks participating in simulas-
tions on & mock battlefield,
they are actoally providing
desperntely needed services 1o
people

*1 have attended all five years
of Operation Lone. Star, and |
look forwand to this opemtion
every year,” said Lt Col
Zerline MeNeal-Ingram, now
i her 26th year of service.

Mational Guard Sgt. Julie Driega discuss in-process-
Ing and medical screening procedures at Chapa

Elementary in La Joya.

FROM PAGE 10

OLS

vide those in need with medical and dental
care they lack access 10"

Operation Lone Ster 2003 marks the first
time the Ammy Mational Guard has led the
miszion. In préviows years, the iraining exer-
cise was led by the Manne Corps Reserve,
According to MeMeal-Ingram, however, the
particular service that directs Operation Lone
Star does not play a factor in the humanitan-
an mission’s effectiveness.

"It does not matier whether the Army, Navy
or Afr Force leads this mission,” the cxecu-
tive officer said. "As long as we all maimain
our military bearing and respect each other,
We Can work I_ngctlm as a collective unit.™

Whether soldier, seaman, airmun or bMorene,
people from the services agree that the train-
ing receive is helpful to their own service's
preparniion for a possible real-world mission.

"Being part of the Air Foree, | am more
accustomed fo giving shots 1o adult=" =and
Cisneros, "This exercise gives me a chance to
imimunize childeen. [t a new expenence, and
it gives me gainful expenence to what reality
i like, These low-income areas, this is reali-
.

Hibbs acknowledged how the two-week
operation belps the Navy's involvemnent with
the Marines.

*The Navy needs traiming to go into the field
with fthe Mannes in different conditions.”
Hibbs snid. "Exercises likes these gives us a
chance bo test, evalumie and replace the equip-
ment we might plan to use in the fekd.”

McMeal-Ingram. fecls that Operation Lone
Star provides strong medical training that
Army National Guard members can use in the
future.

"The experience gained at this opemivon can
be used in o disaster-type situation,” said
MeMeal-Ingram. "It gives our soldiers a real-
istic view of an covironment where wie might
be called to help.”

Despite their different affiliations, Cisneros,
Hibbs and McNeal-Ingram have high expec-
tations and hopes for the future of Operation
Lone Star.

"l wish there could be more humanitanan
efforts here at home as well as abroad,” said
Cisneros. Opemtion Lone Star has promosed
good will between people and the muilitary,
and he that it can continue to do that.

Hibbs agrees that Operation Lone Star pro-
vides n great opportunity for different servic-
es 1o develop a relationship with each other.

“I don't believe ome service is better than amy
other,” the Navy dentist said. "This mission
provides great training for all the members of
the different services. This mission shoukd
continue because not only does it provade a
humamiarsan aid, it also helps every soldier,
airman oF seaman with training that can be
used dunng war time,”

McNenl-Ingram wishes that not only differ-
ent services but aleo different fields of rain-
ingr could be imvolved in Operation Lone Star
IMiSSEOME,

"One year we had military police here help-
ing with safety issues and taking care of
crowd control,” the Army Guard officer said.
“Mavbe in the futare we could have engincers
from the different services help the commini-

iy."
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Guard pilots write the hook on flying unarmed aircraft into comhbat

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Matioral Guard Bureau

ALD AL SALEM AIR BASE,
Kuwait — A seall group of Army
National Guard nvistors are writing
"the book™ that others like them
will probably read and may one
day fy by

Is the book about piloting
unarmed and unarmored twine-
engine airplanes, which were
designed to fly people and cargo
through peaceful skics, into places
where people can shoot at them.

Ir's the book about what to do
when you take a Sherpa to war,

Army Cuard aviators are writing
it, because the Army Guard is the
only military organization that flics
the Sherpa, otherwise known as the
C-23.

"We're writing the doctrine about
how 1o fly what is essentially a
commercial airplane in 8 combat
thewsler, becaise nobody has done
this before,” explained Mississippi
Army Guard Capt. Mark Johnson,
who commands a company of C-23
Sherpas in Kuwail.

Johnson is & member of Company
L, 185th Awiation, which {5 based m
Gulfport, Miss. It also has Sherpas
in Californin, Connecticut and
Misgouri. Those were the people
making the fights 1o Trog, and writ-
ing “the book™ in September.

Let's make a couple of things per-
fectly clear,

First, the Army Guard flies fixed-
wing airplanes just like the Air
Mutionnl Guard. The planes are
pant of the Operational Support
Adrlift Agency. It's just that the
Army Guard has a lot fewer of
them, and its planes were not
designed to fly in hostile territory.

Second, the Army Guard has heen
Nying some of its fixed-wing
planes — its C-23 Sherpas and its
smaller C-12 Hurops from
Kuwait mnio Irag, as well as o mose
friendly places in the Middle East,
during Operation Iragi Freedom.

The Mleet genemally inchsdes cight
Sherpas ond three Hurons that are
based ar the Kuowait Air Force's
basc north of Kuwwait City, Two
more Horons are based in
Afghanistan, but that's another
stary,

The twin-tniled, rectangular C-235
look like throwhacks to biplanes
that were flown during the 1930s
even though the Sherpas are about
15 vears old. They can camy up o
I8 passengers or o couple of tons of
cargo as high as 14,000 fect at a top
speed af 210 mph.

The C-125 can camy seven pas-
sengers up fo 31,000 feet at 300
myh
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‘Photo by Master Sgt Bob Haskall

A California Army National Guard flight engineer signals the pilot to start the engines of a C-23 Sherpa for a morning flight
from Kuwait into Irag. The Army Guard's Sherpas are proving to be a reliable workhorse for transporting personnel and cargo
in the Parsian Gulf during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

The C-123 have pressurized cab-
ins. The C-233 don.

That makes the C-23  fairly fat
target to someone with o surface-
bo-pir missile even though it is
much smaller than the Air Force's
workhorse C<130,

Johnson said the Sherpa crews are
counting on installing defensive
chofe and flare devices similar 1o
those used on C-130s and designed
fo decoy o missile away from the
target. Bul they will not make those
planes Iy any faster.

Still, Johnson explained, the
coalition  force frequently needs
such things as rotor blades, trans-
misaions, and bottled water, ns well
a5 people, flown to Trg, o one or
mare of the Sherpas fly there most
days.

The C-12s have made some
Mlights 1o Irag, butl they generally
carry their human cargo of generals
and other important officials 1o
other places, smid Alaska Army
Gruard Maj. Ball Smuth, who directs
thit operation in Kuwait.

The C-12s have been doing that
long encugh so that the Army
"knows how 10 use us,” Smith said.
"We're part of the fight.”

The Sherpa community 18 finding
its niche during this war,

Altbough a few Sherpas lew fora
short while during the first Gulf
War, Johnson said, they hive been
pressed into duty for this ene to
take some of the load off the
Amiy's cargo-carmying helicoplers,
the CH-4T Chinooks.

The sand that they kick up when
they land and take off raiscs havoc
with the Chinooks' farge twin
rotors and maltiple moving parts,
he pointed out, and it costs a T
less to fly a C-23 than it does w fly
n CH-4T.

"We con go from airport (o airpon
for a kot kess money,” Johnson said,
"and the Chinooks can go from an
mirport to remele arcas where we
can’l go because there are no mm-
wiays."

The Sherpas got inio the war in
August, when they hauled a total of
122 personnel and about eight tons
of cargo during 208 hours of fy-
ing.

Johnson believes theyll be used
even more us coalition forces con-
timse 1o ooccupy Irag.

‘The fact thot they arc flying to air
fields m Irng is the reason for writ-
g “the book” about the lessons
they are leaming dunng their on-
the-job combat training.

Many of the ideas have already

been put on paper, said Chief
Warrani Officer 4 Paul Dwyer, who
i5 also a pilod from the California
Highway Patrol, The Sherpa peo-
ple are, however, reluctant to
revieal many of the techniques that
they've borrowed from the C-130
and specinl operations crowds and
Figuwred out on their own.

Let's just say they fly as high as
they can for as long as they can,
then they fzke a sort of circuitous
roude to the ground as guickly as
they can. And they make their
ppproach as quictly as they can.
Then they get up and out as quick-
Iy as possible.

Mothing, however, can climinate
all of the risks, pointed o
Missouri Army Guard Safl Sgt
Larry Welly, a Sherpa flight engi-
neer, who used 1o earn his keep in
the Army as a Black Hawk helicop-
ter crew chiel i the elite 160th
Special | Operations  Aviation
Regiment.

"I've had some interesting rides in
those Black Hawks in Haiti and
Sormnnlia,” said Welty, who had
made nearly 10 flights into Irag
through the first wesk in
September.

"The first one always siands out
because you don’t know what o

expect,” Welty said, "You just have
to put your faith in each other to do
the job.

"After the first couple of flights,
the pilols made some good deci-
sions about the best way o handle
the miszions,” he said. "Now I'm a
listle more relaxed about Mying into
Iraq, but vou never totally put it out
of your mind that you could get
m_n
Droryer said it 15 always a good
idea to expest the unexpected.

He could not contact the tower
one ime &5 he was approaching an
nirficld in central Iraq. It seems the
place had just been ottocked with
mortars, and the air imific con-
trollers had vacated the tower.

"We landed anyway, taxicd and
shot it down,” Dwwer  said,
"Everything turmed oul fine.”

Thee Sherpa crews, as well as their
passcngers, hope the tactics they
are testing under combol condi-
tions will continue 1o keep them
safie.

"MNecessity 15 o greal motivator,”
Dwyer poinied out, "We have the
necessity o get in and oul of there
quickly.”

That's what “the book” i= all
bt



November
deadline fast
approaching

By William Haye
LLS. Ay Awiation Cordor

FORT RUCKER, Ala. - Nomination packets are
due at the ULS, Ammy Aviotion Center Mov, 1 for
the annual Parker swards for excellence among
Army Aviafion baftalions and squadrons.

The competition is open to avistion and aviabion
miinienance battalions and squadrons of the
potive Army, Army Reserve, and Army Nabonal
Guard.

A Department of the Army evaluntion board will
mesl in Movember o select & winner in ¢ach cud-
epory of combat, combat service, combat service
support and Table of Distribution and Allowances
(TDA) batalion-gize unils and one overnll win-
e from among those four.

Each unit will be evaluated in terms of excel-
lence i accomplishing its massion-cssential task
list, in the areas of leadership, traiming, mainte-
nance, and safety,

Detuils on nomination. proceduncs.. including
endorsements through the chain of command, are
in o documendt i the Avintion Branch Personnel
Proponency wehsile, hatp:/fwww-
muckerarmy.milfap/defnult him, then click on
"Awards" on the lefi side of the scroen

Active Army, ARNG, and USAR Table of
Crganization and Equipment and Modified Table
of Organization and Eguipment (TOE and
MTOE) units will compete equally. USAR and
ARMG may submil one nomination per category
for TOE and MTOE umis. Active Anmy
MACOMs wnill submil one nominntion per cabe-
gory.

The Diepartment of the Ammy awards wre named
in honor of L. Gen. (Ret.) Ellis [ "Don® Parker,
former Director of the Army Staff. As a Major
General, Parker was Commanding Greneral of the
LS. Army Aviation Center and Chiefl of Army
Aviation from January 1985 1o Seplember 1989,
The swird progrim was named for him in recog-
nition of his achicvements while leading Army
Aviation during itz early development as o
Branch of the LS. Army.

For more information contact Capt. Belden
Birdsell ot COM (334) 255-2370, DSN 558-
2370 or email beldenyia rucker.anmy.mil.

West Virginia Arony Natlonal Guard aviators fram the 146th
Medical Company help Armmy Pfe. Je a Lynch saltle into
her wheelchair after flying the young woman and mambars
of her family from Washington, D.C.. to Elizabeth, W.Va
for a herolne's welcome on July 22

West Virginia Army MNational Guard aviators
proudly return Lynch to the mountain state

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskall

Pin Program:

Cards now available
in 100 languages

By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
#dr Fogron (Print Hews

WASHINGTON - Airmen whose parents speak
lampuages other than English can pow arder Air
Force Parent Pins with accompanying cards
transiated into one of 100 languages.

The nese Your Guardians of Freedom imiteative
iz an extension of the Parend-Pin program called
"E Pluribus Unym” The Latin ferm comes. from
the great seal of the United Sdates amd means,
“oul of many, one,” said the program’s dereclor,
Brig. Gen. Edward Tonini

“We try to take a lot of what we do in this pro-
gram from history,” Tonini sid. "E pluribus
unum comes from our founding fathers. [t evokes
both the strength that America derives from the
diversity of its citizens and the strength that our
Air Force derives from the diversity of il air-
S

In the first four months of the Parent-Pin pro-
gram, more than 200,000 parents or parental fig-
ures received the lapel pins and personalized
cards from Adr Force Chief of Staff Gen. John F.
Jumper and Secretary of the Air Force Dir. Jomes
Gi. Roche.

Tonini said the iden for E Pluribus Unum came
shortly afier the program kicked of in early My,
"It started very early on in the program with an e-

“muil from o Heutenant colonel in - Areona™

Tomini said. "He thought the program was mag-
nificent but said his father spoke only Spandsh,
and it would be 50 much more meaningful to ks
father to receive the cand in Spanish, Over the
next fow weeks, we got a bundred of those kinds
of letiers.

Even before lmmching E Pluribus Unom, mem-
bers of the Your Guardians of Freedom office
received more than | 00 requests for cands in 40
different languages, according to Tonmi. About
T0 percent of those requests were for Spanish,

Officials teamed with people from the Defense
Language Institute in Monterey, Calif,, and other
commercinl agencies to translate the original card
nto 100 different languages, Tonini sad.

The purpose for offering the letter in so many
langunges is community outreach, sccording to
Tomin,

“The Air Force Parent-Pin program is designed
to scknowledge the parents and parental figures
whose support continoes to be critical to
America’s airmen,” Tonini said. "When your par-
enls wear these pins, their friends will nsk about
iL. Your parents will tell them about you and your
service, and how prood they are of vou. This i a
neal 'suppont mutliplicr, and that suppor is just &s
important if your parents or parental figures don't
speak Enghish.

*There is & lot 10 be gained for the Air Foree in
terms of commuanicating with the huge number of
people in the United States whose primary lan-
guage is other than English,” Tonini said, "1 we
can make an fmpression in a non-English speak-
ing family by translating the leiter, then we
belicve that ts a positive thing, This is o true
diversity outreach program.”
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Central Corps Commander of the Afghanistan National Army, Maj. Gen. Mohammad
Moeen (second from right) with Col. Joel Cusker (second from left) during a situational
back-brief to the corps commander in the process of wrapping up "Operation Gardez

Guardian.”

DnEuurdEtuffﬂmurt

AFGHAMNISTAN - Montana Army
Natsonal Guardsman, Col. Jocl D,
Cusker, deploved to Afghanistan to
offer counsel 1o one of the country’s
mosi senior military leaders, but in
the process became the pupil.

“1 am respongible to mentor, coach,
and support the central corps com-
mander of the Afghanistan Mational
Armmy — Maj, Gen. Mohammad
Muosen, who has 28 vears of service in
the military, Twenty=two of those are
in combat,” Cusker said, "1 am well
aware of the fsct that [ am leaming &
great deal from this outstanding
leader and skilful warrios, and that he
might not gain anything from me, el
my duty is to try and mendor, coach
and support.”

After nearly completing a 280 kilo-
meter tactical military maneuwver that
included the succesaful aquisition of
four truckloads of Russian ammuni-
tion critical to feed the weapon sys-
tems of the Afghanistan Mational
Army, Cusker provided a situational
back-briel to the comps commander,

“I shared with him one of the leader-
ship 1znets of General Colin Powell -
"Perpetual optimism 15 a combat fonce
multiplier,” said the cavalry officer
pssigned to the [th Mountain

_Dlyision, “After listening to my back
brief and latest commend, the Corps®
G2, Col. Dur Mobammad, averts his
eyes away from the comps

E-I.Mrh:l.lll:lﬂh:h

Commander = not certain what his
commander’s reaction will be 1o the
comment from & bold American sol-
dicr.”

Muocen smiles shyly, while watching
his boot trace & pattern in the dust
thinking for a moment.

“Then the corps commander revert-
ed 1o the teacher,” Cusker recalls.
“He shared with me the quict confi-
dence that years of froni-line experi-
ence kas - provided him — The mission
s nol over yei; we have not returned
safely back 1o the Base at Central
Corps and we cannot allow the luxury
of imagining that we aneé victorous
when the ouleome is still uncertain.™

A warm smile graces the combal vet-
cruns face as he looks at Cusker= not
unlike a teacher who recognizes a
pupil who has much fo learn,

“With that gesture, he assured me
that he understands my point, and that
there is some level of wisdom to both
of our comments,” Cusker explains.
“He ook my gloved hand into both of
his, pulled me close, pressed his
cheek 1o mine, ook a step back,
placed his right hand over his heart,
bowed his head slightly, snd moved
off with his entourage scurrying after
him."

“As you can imagme, thess 60 do
have h}:m fifi inl:jll'giﬂ;lr: [rr-l_:r!-‘ﬁ.'!liq_nﬁ_
cxpenience,” Cusker sapd.

{Editar"s pote: This report is based an
a7 e<mall from Col. Cuskar)

Georgia Guard participates in large scale hemeland defense exercise

By Kenneth R. Bafdowski, Lt. Col.
State Public Alfsing Officer

ATLANTA, Ga. - A concealed explosive device hidden in

an inconspicuous ocean-going container on the Port of homeland defense,”

Savannah was the scenario which ealled inlo action
the Georgia Mational Guard and  more than a
dozen federal, state and local first respon-
ders in one of the largest comibined
homeland defense exercises conduct-
cd in the State of Georgia

Whike the most visible portion of
the drill took place at the Port of
Savannah's Ocean Terminal,
Mational Guard soldiers from
arcund the state also responded
to similar thrent simulstions at
Georgia's nuclear planis Hasch
and Vogile and other locations
around the state,

The one-day training exercise was
desipned to pefine, rehearse and wali-
daie homeland secunty plans for provid-
g military suppart for civil authorities,

Cusrd afficials also ook advantage of the exercise
to test the organization's ability io respond quickly 1o emer-
gency siluations taking place in various pars of the siate. In
Savannah, the simulated bomb threat called into action mem-
bers of the Georgia Mational Guard's 4th Civil Support Team
who were charged with locating and determining the nature
of the device. In coordination with US, Customs ond
Chatham County Explosive Ordinance Disposal, the device

was located and destroyved without major incsdent.

"Thix ws an example of the excellent cooperation between
federal, state and local agencies, all who have & role in our
said Maoj Gen. David Poythress,
CGeorgin's Adjuiant General. "Such exercises help us
to identify areas of responsibility and coord:-
nate an effective response when called
upon o do =o."

Across the stafe, the Guard worked

with other agencies ranging from

the Department of Public Safety 1o

emergency management oflicials,
In Savannah a key paricipant
was the ULS. Coast Guand,

It's a gopd opportunity lo pul
names and faces together, "snid
Const Guard Cmdr. Tim Close,

caplain of the Savannah port. "Ina
real incident, these are the same
guys we'd be working with.”

More than 600 Georgia Anmy and Adr
Mational Guardsmen participated in the one-
day homeland defense exercise,

Dhserving the exercise were legislative represeniatives from
Georgia’s congressional offices as well as key state
Homeland Defense leaders.

Submited pholo
Georgla's 4th Chvill Support Team was one of the
first uniis fo be alerted during Georgla'’s largest
statewide homeland defense exercise.
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Lexington's 211th MPs’ tour of duty extended

Story by Spc. LeaAnn Lioyd
Fort Bliss Monior

When soldiers from the 211th Military
Paolice Battalion of the Massachusetts Army
National Guard were called to active-duty
status in support of the war on Iérrorism,
they had no idea their S-month mission
would keep them on active-duty for nearly
WD yeaTs.

The National Guard group wins called to
active-duty in support of Operation Moble
Eagle in October of 2001, and was tasked
with various homeland security missions.
Shortly after their release from active-duty
late May 2002, the battalion was aleried of
the poszibility of overseas deploymient for a
different mission - Operation Enduring
Freedom,

The group was then divided - two compa-
nies were sent on missions in Afghondstan,
Uzbekistan and Pakistan, while the others
packed their bags in preparation of fighting
Amenica’s battles in Irg or Kuwait, Insteasd,
they ended up in the sub-zero temperaiunes
of Forl Dvum, M.,

The battalion performed various command
and comirol tasks while backfilling Fort
Drram, Still, this was not enough to appease
the battalion's needs to be o pant of the war
cilorts. After nine months of assisting ol

of hurry up and wait, they were put on stand-
by i preparation for missions overseas, The
soldiers had just packed their bags for anoth-
er weekend venture home when the phone

call came that changed cverything.

"We hadn't even been home 48 hours when
my phone meng. It was first sergeant telling
me that | had o go back - we were heading
out. [ thought he was plaving a joke on me,”
Cpl. Kim Wright, 26, of Holvoke, Mass,,
sabd, Wright is assigned to 211th's hesdquar-
ters detachment,

Wright hod originally been sent out with a
ling company o assist in Afghanistan. She
boarded the plane, but her tip was short-
lived when she broke her foot in Germany en
route to Afphanistan, and wis sent back to
Fort Drum, where she linked up with the
211th. She, like most members of the 2111,
never expecied to be on active-duty so long.

"When [ left bome, my son, Mathan, was
four and a half years old and when [ get
home he'll be six. 'We all signed up knowing
there was a poasibility of something like this
happening, but we never thought we'd be
gone for nearly two years,” Wright said.

The next landing sirip for the soldiers pro-
vided a big change. They wene no longer in
the winter-like weather of New York; they
were in the hargh heat of Kowail. Even in
carly spring months like March, the heat can
be detrimendal. The group spent two maonths
assisting st Camp Virginia, Kuwait, until
they were seni 10 their curment location of
LSA Amnconda, Irag. Both companies thit
weni o Afghonistan, Pakistan  and
Uzbekistan did their sic-month rofation,
were sent bome and replaced by the baital-
ton's thind company, and a handful joined
their fellow soldiers in Irag.

"1 couldn’t believe the extremes in temper-

”B'emg out here is bittersweet. You make sacrifices. It's about
devotion fo duty; devotion fo service. But it comes at an expense
to personal lives. Your loved ones, your education, everything all

stands to the wayside."”

— Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey Morin

atures, We went from Fort Drum where the
temperature was thirty degrees below oo,
to here, where it's one hundred and thiny
degrees above zero,  We went from white-
outs in the snow to whiteowts in the sand,”
Bpe. Sonva Aldrich, 25, of Boston, Mass,
said.

A difference in the heat index is not the only
challenge the soldiers have faced, They've
also had 1o pool their resources wnd knowl-
odoe to make their little home in the gant
sandbox. called Irng. The soldiers have
learned to make do with makeshift com-
moditics most people tend 1o take for grant-
od. They've successfully built and designed
their own showers and toilets - fwo very
important assets in a place where hygicne
becomes 4 never-ending mission.

"Never in a million years did [ think I'd be
out here doing some of the things that | am,®
Wright said. One advantage is most of the
soidiers are skilled in a different specialty in
the civilion portion of their lives, making
adjustments 10 living m:.m a litthe easi-
er, the soldiers anid. -

One thing that helps the soldiers build
morale i receiving mail from home, Seems
like o simple gesture, but it i5 not 50 esily
achieved here. One letter could take months
o reach its departure point in the Stales (o ils

Photo by Capt. James Blake, 211th Miltary Police Batialicn

1st Sgt. Stephen Balbonl, of West Springfield, Mass. and Spec. Shelaugh Dunbar, of Tewksbury, Mass. give candy to
children near a school In Iraq. Grateful children are give Spec. Dunbar a watermelon. The soldiers are part of the Mass.
Mational Guard's 211th Military Police Battalion. The 211th adopted the school and are coordinating with Army
Engineers to remove alrcraft engines that were left there by the Iragl Air Force. The unit is also collecting school sup-

plies for the students.

final destination im Southwest Asia. When
soldiers don't gt word from home, they rely
of sach other for support.

While on active-duty stafus in lrag, serving
as military policernen, cooks, mechanics and
communications specialists, these soldiers
remember everyday that back home they are
also sales representatives, teachers, carpen-
ters and policemen - supporters and assets of
Massachusetis's communmities, They never
forget that they are husbands and sives,
grandparents, mothers ond fathers. It's the
understanding that they are fighting for a
better future that keeps them going.

"Being out here is bittersweet. You make
sacrifices. It's about devotion to duty; devo-
tion o service, But it comes at an expense o
personal lives. Your loved ones, vour educa-
tion, everything all stands 1o the wayside,"
Set. 15t Class Jeffrey Morin, 21, immigration
officer in Massachusetis, said.

While this deployment may be n first for
some of the younger troops and a Litle hard-
er o deal with, there are those scasoned sol-

— dicts oul their o provide thElr exXpertise,

Sixty-year-old Fred Coc of East
Bridgewater, Mass., is the oldest soldier in
the theater, ond lives each day os il be's in his
Irs, A Vietnam Em veteran, the Muclear,
Biological, and Chemical noncommissioned
officer-in-charpe sees the sacrifices being
made not only on behalf of the seldiers, but
an behalf of their families amd gupporiers,
Lisn,

“Sacrifices have lo be made, whether it's by
those here on the front lines, or by those sup-
porting those here on the front lines. People
don't realize our familics and friends are sac-
rificing, 100, They say it's not the reporier
that gives you freedom of press; it's the sol-
dier. We're the ones who have to insure that,”
Coe said,

Ziill, soldiers can't help but worry aboud
what's going on at the bome front, and how
deploving may have changed their lives for-
ever, Wright wonders how her five-year-old
son, Mathan, will cope with both of his par-
ents deploved to support the wer effons for
extended peniods, And now she has to go
back to get her associate’s degree in dental
hygeene, & feat she was only one semester
from achieving. Aldrich resigned from her
job in a print shop for the deployment. She
hopes 1o go back 1o school full-time to
became o physleal therapist, Coe plans 1o
retine with his wifie of 16 yvears,

When it all is said and done, the battalion
wiould have spent nearly two years on active-
duty status.
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Buraaw

ALD AL SALEM AIR BASE, Kuwait -
Ron Ireland needed about as much time as
it mkes a Black Hawk helicopter’s mumin
rotor to complete two, may be three, rota-
tions at full speed to ponder this question.

How 18 the second Gulf War different
from the firsi?

Ireland s a chiel warrant officer 4 and a
pitot for the Maine Army MNational Guard's
112th Medical Company out of Bangor,

and he has rather unexpectedly returned to

the Persian Gulf to fly air ambulances dur-
ing Operation Irngi Freedom.
The first time, a doren years ago, be was

flying for the active Army's 36th Medical ;

Detachment out of Fort Polk, La, He
returned to his native Maine after leaving
the Army and joined the Army Guard out-
fit in 1993, 0 he could keep on serving
and flying.

"The firet fimie | came here, we waited
around for o long time for the war to start.
It endded pretty quickly, and we left a cou-
ple of months after it was over,” recalled
Ireland of that 100-kowr grounsd war
against the Iragi army in February 199].

*The last time we didn't come o stay,
This time we have. The liberation is the big
difference

Soit iz, The 112ith's soldiers may be there
for o full year, until next March, because
the Army has directed that Mational Guard
and Reserve units' tours of duty be extend-
ed to 12 months "on the ground,”

This time the well-traveled 112th = right
in the thick of things. It is said to be the
only Army Guard air ambulance company
operating in Iraq and Kuwait.

Those 130 citizen-soldiens - pilots, crew
chiefs, medics and mechanics - are an
example of how much more heavily
engaged Mational Guard units are the sec-
ond time around,

The company supported Operation Desert
Storm by going o Germany to replace an
active Army medical unit that was sent o
the Gulf,

Mow it 5 the 112th's helicopier crews,
who are flymg in the combat zone, Since
carly May, they have seen tracer rounds cut
through the night while flying over Irag.
They have transported injured snd bumed
Irogi prisoners of war as well as wounded
and imjured Amenican and coalition sol-
diers, They have even landed on and liftied
off from a Mavy hospatal ship.

The Maine company, commanded by
Maj. Mark Sullivan, is based here north of
Kuwait City, but its area of responsibility
includes all of Kuwait and as far north into
Iraq as Baghdad.

That, Sullivan said, is equivalent to the
stretch between Bangor, Maine and Mew
York City.

Things are nod, bowever, quile s0 civi-
lized in the Persian Gulf,

Flying over vast stretches of desert can be
challenging because the blowing obscures

g
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[ 1
Maine Army HNatlonal Guard Sgt.
Brooke Taylor, a medic In the 112th
Medical Company, watches a Black
Hawk alr ambulance run up before
taking off in Kuwait.

the horizon, especially of night when the

crews must rely on night vision goggles.
"There is no terrain definition s night.

You can fiy right into the ground if you're

Pholos by Master Sgi Bob Haskell

Maine Army National Guard Sgt. Steve Striga tunes an engine on one of the
air ambulance helicopters that the 112th Medical Company is fiylng in lrag
and Kuwait during Operating lragi Freedom.

not paying attention,” Ireland said

And the fracers of night remind evervone
thai they are in hostile territory,

“I don't know that anyone's actually been
ghot at, bui we have seen iracers in the
vicimity," =said Chiel Warrant Officer 2
Todd Lidback. "At least we havent had
any holes in the helicopters. That's o good
thing."

As of Sepl. 5, the flight crews had trans-
ported BT patients and logped about 2,200
hours since they began fying on May 2,
the doy after hostilittes in [rag were offi-
cinlly declared over.

"We're a lot busier than 1 thought we'd
be,” said Sullivan, who has detached pans
of his company to three different locations
in lmag. "We flew 660 hours during 15 days
in Moy, And we've made about 25 landings
on the Mavy-hospital ship that was located
at leasy 60 miles oul in the Persian Gull.®

After imtinlly supporting the Mannes, the
médical company now suppors roops
from other countries thal are part of the
coalition force that is helping the United
Sintes try (o brng stability to Irag after the
fall of Saddom Hussein.

The 32-member muuntenance section

keeps busy working on as many as four
helicopters al 2 time because the sand
wreaks havoe with elecirical and avionics
systems.

"We've replaced eight engines,” sadd Stuff
Sgt. Don Shorey, the 112th's senior quality
controller. "We haven't missed a mission
yet because of a downed aircrafl, bot this
sand is tough on this equipment. This is nol
exactly Maine."

Shorey is an old hond at this deployment
business ... a5 is Sullivan,

They are among 16 members of the com-
pany have taken part in fix three major
deployments - to Germany in 1990-81, to
Bosnia in 199592000 and now to the
Persian Chulf,

It is onc more sign of how the Ay
Cruard's mission has changed.

"l joined this company in September
1993, because | figured it would be a
wieekend & month and two weeks of train-
ing a year,” Ron Ireland recalled. "Amnd 1
said, "Yeah, 1 can do that." ®

Ten vears later, he is back in the Persian
Gulf, back in & shooling war, as a Mational
Giuard saldier,
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