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Homeland Defense:
The road to peace begms at home

Baghdad neighborheod in lrag.

Fhodos by Cot. Charles Mussl, Mational Guard Buresi

(Above) Florida Army Mational Guard Caplt Rex Palnter
(right) drives a Humvea through the desert during the early
stage of Operation Iragi Freedom. Florida Army Guard sol-
diers with Company A, 3rd Battalion, 124th Infantry patrol a |

Citizen-soldiers depioy
worldwiide to preserve life,
liberty and freedom for all

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskel|
Mational Guard Bursau

A Florida Army Natbonal Guard infanry
commander bas a bard time belicving
everything that he and the crtizen-soldiers
in lus battalion are seeing and bearing and
doing i Baghdad these days. s

"It is absolutely amazing to C LSRR
think that a Florida Guand bat- [RESSEEs
talion is here in the frst place, P55
et alone doing what we are [

had it I:nd you have no iden [N
whai bad really is,” states Li Col. Tlml
Hill, commander of the 3nd Batalion, 124th
Infantry, in a detaled and moving letter
from Iragq to his friends back home. "The
men ... will never forget what we have

done here and what we have seen,”

What have ibey done? They have tuken
charge of Zone 17, where there are many
medical facilitics and schools, in the heart
off Irnay’s eapitnl city, replacing a battalion in
the [0 st Airborne Divigion,

They have detained medical dircetors whao
are Irying 1o sell drsgs on the black market.
They hove encountered sn Iragi teacher
who asked the Americans what she could
teach her students and when she could give
them tests. They have vissted the birthplace
of Abmham. They have ridden past the
bumned remains of destroved Iragi tunks.
They have guarded one of overthrown
President Soddam Hussein's palaces.

These Mational Guard soldiers have done
vinually everything that soldiers do in a

dangerous and deadly combat zone while
they have been engaged in Operation Iragi
Freedom. Most importantly, they have
deployed ~ because that is what National
Giuard troops do. They have been doing that

for o long time - gince 1636 when the
Mational Guard was bom in  the
Muassachusetts Bay Colony.

The Guard's contributions have not gone
unnoticed.

"When we wene nitncked on Sept. 11, more
than 100,000 reservists and Nationa! Guand
members sprung into action - Army, Navy,
Air Force, Murines, Coast Guard,®
Sccretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld told
abowt 1,000 members of the HRescrve

See DEPLOYED On Page 13
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Iraqi Freedom

The largest number of
C-=130s gathered for
war

B

By Water

Puerto Rico
Guardsmen
protect cargo

Florida medics treat
the injured and

Changing times
STARCS out, joint
commands in as
Guard restructures

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bumoau

COLUMBUS, Ohio — National Guard
leaders from the 54 states and 1.5, territo-
rnes supporied the chief of the Mational
Ciuard Bureaw's historic initiative for irans-
forming their organization indo a force of
modemn Minuiemen that is more responsive
for the American people while meeting in
Columbus, Ohio, on May 18

The National Guard’s adjuiants general
reached consensus with the ideas pn for-
wiind by Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum, the Guard
Bureau's pew chief]
1o consolidate sepa-
rabe stode headdguar-

ters fior members of
the Army and Air
Gruard into joint, or
combined, head-
quarters

Idaho Maj, Gen,
John Kane said the
Mational  Guard
generals agreed the time is ripe for change
and that they support the requirements for
the 215t century that Blum presented during
the spring conference of the Adjuinnis
Generml Association of the United States.
Kane is the assoctation's president.

Blum has advocited transfonming the com-
mand structures for the 260,000 members of
the Army and Air Guard since becoming the
Ciunrd Burenu's 25th chief on April 11.

He his emphosized that idea 1o members of
Congress, 1o the national news media, and 1o
many memtsers of the MNational Guard He
hit also mesisted that the Mational Guand will
retain 1is wor-fighting capabilities,

"Homelond defense is the Mational Guand's
mast Emportant pronty. Make no mistake

See CHANGE On Page 6
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A letter from Iraq: Army

(Edltar & mote: Lt Col. Thad Hil is the com-
mander of the Flords Army Natonal Guard's
ard Baftadion, 124th Infantry that Is on duty in
Baghdad, taking parf in Opoeration [fragi
Froedowm, He recently wrote this lefter fo poople
back home about his batlallon's experiences. )

Hello Everyone,

Since 1 have had linle access to either phone
or e-rmail, | have decided o wrile this one
letier to caich everyone up on whot has tran=
gpired since [ left Kuwait back on March
28th,

If you did not know - 1 am n Baghdad. In
fact, | am in the heart of Baghdad, almost in
its center on the banks of the Tigrs River,

The battalion received a change of mission
order to reconsolidate and move to Baghdad
to be assigned 1o Y Corps. The line compa-
nics A, B and C were in various locations m
cither Kuwait or Iragq working with the
Pairiot Missile baitalions they had started the
wiar with. | had a hell ol a time trying to com-
municate with them to coordinate a move-
ment and link-up that covered almost 450
miles. Between e-mails, satellite phones,
and CH-47 helicopters, we finally worked
out the details. The trip up from Kuwait took
two davs and allowed the soldiers o sce
some of the most bamren - Inndscopes ong
could magine. We saw villages that were so
poor, the people actually lived in houses
made of mud and straw (mud hois). Camels
and sheep were seen all along the roule as
well as bumed hulks of many Irgi militery
vehicles and tanks. We stopped at the ancient
gity of Ur, the birthplace of Abraham and the
site of a ziggurt (a temple) dating back over
6,000 years old. We passed by the town of
Karbaly, one of the mosi religious cities in
the world after Mecea and Medina.

As we approached Baghdad we saw more
destruction caused by the units in front of us
that had to fight their way in. My first night
in Baghdad was spent at one of Saddam's
captured palaces! Charlie Company was the
first company to arrive in the city and was
immediately asxigned (o secure the palace.
This location is the cumment beadguarters of
the Office of Reconstruction and
Humanitarian Aid, basically the new seat of
the Iraq Government. As Alpha, Bravo and
Headguariers and Headquarier Company
arrived we were attached to the 3nd Infantry
Division, Ist Brigade Combat Team, Our
immediate mission wis to conduct o reliel of
one of the battalions of the 101: Airbome
Division. This was done in three days, snd
we took control of our rone in the city on
May 6.

Baghdad has over 5.6 million people and 15
divided inio 56 zones. | am responsible for
Zomne 17. We are charged with support and
stability operations as well as multiple civil
affairs-type mizsions. The zone is charscier-
ized as "ncedernia” and "medical,” doe io the
lorge mumber of schools, universitics and
medical facilities within 1L The Saddom

Medical Centor is the lugest hospatal com-
plex in the country. Some of the most famous
ard well-known doctors come to this hospi-
tal to perform surgeries and operations.
There are over 60 schools and two universs-
tics as well as the varous local shops, mar-
kets, stores, neighborhoods, and public utili-
tics you would expect to find in any large
city.

It is absolutely amozing to think that a
Florida Guard banalion is here in the first
place, let alone responsible for and doing
what we are, Schools have just opened after
months of being closed, and | kave had to sit
dowm with headmasiers, teachers, supenn-
tendenis, and odhers - who knows what they
were - 1o peestablish order. 1 have bad 1o
work on pay issues, security issucs, schools
with unexploded missiles and weapons
stoned in them, people who were not so good
and relizble - but who are still trving to influ-
ence things - and looters. Today | was asked
by a teacher what she could teach and when
she wns allowed o test the stedents. | was
amaeed ot wiat the old regime hod done and
what they controlled. By the way, 1 told the
teacher that she could iest whenever she
wished and that I did not. care what, she
taught as long as the kids were able to leam.
The Iragi people will be responsible (o
decide what their stodents will be taught.
They are 50 happy to be able to do this. They
just nesd some time to scquire the proper
textbooks and supplies, The same story can
be told at the hospitals, were we nre detain-
ing medical directors who are trying to sell

Guard colonel writes home

drugs on the black market and are withhold-
ing needed drugs for special friends and
VIPs. We have seen children dic every day at
the Children's Hospital we are securing
because these people are so corrupl. My bai-
talion doctors and a squad of infantry will
pay a visit to this bospital director iomaormow,
and he will either cooperate of | will have
him detained. The ool thing about being the
boss of this zone s that | ean do this - legal-
ly.

1'Ir'l.l.n'ug patrol the streets and neighborhoods
day pnd night and conduect random checks ol
varions places. We hove secured numeroos
weapans and ammunition [caches] and have
taken drunks, criminals, and looters off the
strects, This has been o very rewanding mis-
gion for everyone. [ hear daily from the: sol-
diers how this has made the deployment and
war o viable endeavor and worthwhike. The
Inck of freedoms and rights these people suf-
fered and mow the thanks we gel from the
majority we se¢ every day is rewarding,

We all want w come home &5 5000 &5 pos-
sible, but at least we are busy every day,
doing good things that hopefully will allow
the people of Baghdad to enjoy what most of
us-in America fake for granted = Freedam,

If you ever thought you had it bad, you have
no idea what bad really i, The men of the
3rd Battalion, 124th Infantry will never for-
get what we have done here and what we
have seen.

1 hope 1o write again or better yet talk and
g€ you all very soon,

Thad

GUARDTOONS




In the News

iraqi liberation requires record number of C-130s

By Capi. David P. Laster
4850 Alr Expaditionany YWingPublc Allsirs Offioer

UNDISCLOSED LOCATION — Operation
Iragi Freedom has seen the utilization of Air
Mationn] Guand and Air Force Reserve pssels
neross the globe,

Seven C=130 units have joined together of
the 483th Air Expeditionary Wing to form
the largest collection of C-130 aircrafl in the
world, The 485th AEW is curmently deployed
in a forward location in the U5, Central
Commuand area of responsibility.

The ANG units are the 130th Airlift Wing
from West Virginia, the 115th Airift Wing
from Tennessee, the [39h Aidift Wing from
Missouri, the 123sd Airlift Wing from
Kenucky, the 137th Airlift Wing from
Oklalvoma, and the 166th Airift Wing from
Delaware, The lone AFR. unit in the group is
the 914th Air Reserve Wing from Niagara
Fallz, WY,

*This is the largest grouping of C- 130 asseis
in the world," said Col. Randall Jones, 485th
AEW/operations group commander, "This
shows the vital role that Reserve forces play
in_the employment of the L5, military
rachine.”

However, the work wasn't casy.

"The great job we did ot deploying and
armiving at our location as quickly as we did
crealed some obstncles we had 1o overcome.™
snsd Bomes. "Because we ammived before a
majority of our offloading equipment, we
had to prioritize the unloading of aircrafl 1w
accomplish the mission, We aleo used every
avnilable body o get the living and operating
tents sef up,”

"li was great bo sec how all of the people
across the base worked together to accom-
plish whatever mission they were given,”
said Joncs. "Working long hours was the
norm snd volunieerism by everyone was the

USAF phaio by SeA Manesl Martina:

C-130H Hercules aircraft of the 485th Air Expeditionary Wing shown here shortly after arrival at this remote location

in Southwest Asia,

ey o getting oor opérntions wp and ron-

nimg."

While a majonty of the C-130s amived
quickly, additional aircrew, mainlenonce,
and support personnel amived sporadically
over o three-week period. Dunng this time
the personnel at the base spent their time
bauilding tenis for new amivals, construciing
offices, and lunching nircrafl,

*The unit members did a fantastic job of
prioritizing the day-to-day tasks to set up
shop and still focus on the mission,” =aid
Col. Jimmie L. Simmons, 485th AEW vice
wing commander. "In this environment it
winild have been easy o focus on just getting
the tents for living quarters set up but that did
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Moking the tmmsition into the theater mone
complicated, the C-13s were partnered with
F-15C fighter aircraft from Langley AFB,
V., and Eglin AFB, Fla. This presented a
unigue spportunity 1o creste 8 Wing with two
aircrafi types that used different maintenance
gystems and had different support require-
MCAis.

The wing leadership realized that the time-
line to complete the beddown and transition
to combat operations would require innova-
tive thinking und creative intermnl processes.
Therefore they made the decision to manage
the flight operations for the two assigned air-
frames using dedicated deputy group com-
manders. These commanders focused on the
F-15 and C-130 specific areas with overall
direct leadership coming from the Wing.

The C-130 leadership faced the significant
izsk of consolidating seven flving wings inlo
four operational aidift and maintenance
squadrons.

"This was one of our carly success storics
since they were able to form a cohesive leam
in & short four days" said Simmens. "They
managed to consolidate the seven wings suc-
cessfully which is a real eredil 1o their can-do
mttitude.”

Onee the unit was up and flying they began
to rack wp impressive numbers.

The 485th AEW has over 4% C-130H
Hercules assigned 1o it The aircraft and per-
sonnel began amiving on March 9 and flew
the first mission on March 13.

Hy the end of March the C-13is had flown
710 sories and loggped more than 1920 fiving
hours. By April 18 they had easily doobled
that number with a total of 2115 sorties and
4857 fying hours logged.

They also houled over 3900 1ons of cango

arsd 480 prsmengers during this imefmane,

"The proof is in the pudding,” said Jones.
"The data shows that we were ready fo suc-
ceed and that we god the job done. Tt wasn't
gasy but the folks perseversd and rose to the
challenge.”

Support fupctions From the Guard and
Reserve such as intel, command post, factics,
base operations, curment operations and
weather also joined together 1o form the
Operations Support Squadron.

"This 15 the first time that the Reserves have
fully staffed their own 058," =aid L1 Col.
Shawn M. Anderson, 485th OS85 Mhrector of
Operations. "There have been operational
support flights before but never a squadron
of this size.”

Of course with the high operations tempo
and shon times between launches the main-
tminers were extremely busy.

"Our maimtenanee folks faced challenges
every step of the way,” said Col. Howard P,
Huni 111, 483 AEW mainienance group com-
mander.  “From geographic  separation
between airplunes {miles in some cases) o
severe sandstorma, they fiuced many new
isswes they had not had to deal with before,

"I attribute the fantastic average mission
capable rite of 93 percent to the experience
of our people,” said Hunt, "They worked
long hours, under severe conditions, and did
an extremely professional job in getting ou
aireraft in the mr. I % an honor to be with
therm. "

“There is no way | could =ay encaigh abowt
the professionals who keep our aircraft
working,” said Simmons. " Their itention 1o
detail is equal in imporiance to the pilot's
ability to land a heavy aircraft wsing might
vision gogeles. They are winners!"

i O Grouss



Puerto Rico Guardsmen deliver the goods

By Spc. Bill Putnam

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Pueno Rican
Matbonal Guardstmen are standing watch over
American equiprment being shipped to Irag.

It"s normally a8 job for the Marines, but
1,200 soldiers from the 92nd Infantry
Brigade, dubbed “Cuard Mariners,” have
mobilized for the mission. The first team
recently completed its initial sox-week voy-
age o Kuwail and back and several other
teams are mow underway.

Before going to sca, all soldiers hod to qual-
ify on the crew-served weapons that they
would carry on the ship, the M-2 50- cal-
ibers and the M-2408 machine guns,

The soldiers’ job while underway is to
defend the ship from potential terrorist
aitacks, If a potentipl terronst gets close, the
soldiers on board have what Col. Rodney A
Mallette of the Military Sealift Command
called “release authority™ o take care of that
Ehreat.

An average mission might take three or four
weeks, and how long the guandsmen stay on-
board is dictated by the length of the vovage,
Mallette said.,

“They re on board until the mission’s com-

pleted,” Mallette said,
He explained that with the current operations
tempo, and the threat of terrorism against
shipping o8 highlighted [ast November
when an explosive-taden boat exploded next
oo French ol tanker off the coast of Yemen
= this mizzion s something that needs to be
done. There needs 1o be a force designated 1o
handle security of surge sealifi, Malleite
said,

“Lets put it this way — this is the new nor-
malcy,” Mallette said. He serves as the oper-
plions  officer for the Military Sealift
Command and coordinates all sealifi carry-

ing 11.5. military cargo on both govemment-
owned and contracted ships throughout the

1. R
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The Military Scalift Command first realized
the termorism threat fo Amencan shipping
after Sepd. 11, 2001, said Mallete,

Then the threat became more acute with the
build-up in Kuwait for Cperation lragi
Freedom and the Marine units normally
insked with shipping security became over-
whelmed, said Mallete.

During the build-up to Operation: Iragi
Freedom, the Military Sealifi Command
floated 110 ships and shipped 20 million
siuare feet of cargo to Kuwait, said Mallette.

“That number docsn't inclode tenkers or
other ships directly supporting the fleet.”
Mallette said,

That large number and the limited number
of Marines assigned to security duty forced
the MSC to come up with new ideas o guard
the ships, Mallette said.

The idea to put Motional Guard soldiérs on
the ships came up during that time, and so far
it"s worked wonderfully, Malleus said

“We haven't hnd any personnel probleims,”
he said.

The captain of the Faust lster echoed
Marlette's comment duning a visit by
Assistant Secretary of the Ammy for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs Reginald
Browm.

Brown visited two ships May 8 — one in
Charleston, 5.C., and another in Norfolk, Ya.
The firsf ship was the M.Y. Faust, o govem-
ment-=contracted ship loading equipment
bound for Kuwait. The second was the
LISHS Seay, o government-owned ship
docked in MNorfolk, Va

“They're a good crew and we've had no
problems,” John Hefner, the Faust's captain,
todd Brown about the guardsmen. Hefoer is
also a Maval Reservisy

The 92nd Infaniry boarded its first ship

“It s like an adventure, something new and exciting. This is some-
thing yvou can look forward to telling your grandchildren about.”

— Staff Sgt. Anthony Latalladi

March 21 after a two-week trmining period at

Photo by Spe. Bill Puinam

Staff Sgt. Pedro Diax, a team leader for the Puerto Rican Army National Guard soldiers
guarding shipping to the Persian Gull, talks to Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Reginald Brown, about the weapans his team manned
on the M.V, Faust during their voyage from Kuwait to Charleston, 5.C.
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Fort AP, Hill, Vo, and a move to iis deplay-
meent headgquariers at Fort Bragg, N.C.
During his visit to both ships, Brown asked
the soldiers if anyone had a problem with the
mission or doing it again in the fulure,

“Mot at all, sir,” the soldiers said.

“As vou all know, we can®t go 10 war now

without calling the Mational Guard,” Brown
said to the soldiers,
There might be some talk in the civilian
meshin in the fulre about how the Army
abused the Mational Guard and Reserves
during the build up to' the war, Brown said.

“That might be the impression, but if Wwis-
n't the case,” he smid

Brig. Gen. Roberto Marmrero-Corletio, the
92nd Infaniry brigade commander, told
Brown that his teams were initially supposed
i be led by lieutenanis, but the mission
turned into & sergeant’s mission.

Two of those sergeants are Sgt. 15t Closs
Reinaldo Ortiz, the leader of the brigade’s
Team 109, and his assistant, Siafl Sgt
Anthony Latalladi, Ortiz normally works for
the Puserio Rico Power Authonty. Latallndi is
a high school teacher, They bave been in the
Mational Guard 24 and 2 wears, respective-
by, and said they're looking forward 10 irav-
eling 1o other places on board the ships.

“I"s like an adventure, something new and
exciting,™ Latalladi said. “This is something
you can look foreard to telling your grand-
children about.”

Their team is taking over for Siaff Sgi.
Pedm Dinz's team and is heading fo Kuwait.
While not on duty, ther soldiers will be
attending classes on weapons mainlenance,
first asd amd nuclear, chemical and biological
prodection,

But weapons maintenance will be their
biggest project. The salty air of the ocean can
rust weapons in a horry, smd Ortie. Thet
means plenty of bore-brushing the barrels,
and spraving lots of weapons lubricani,
which they have plenty of, Ortiz said.

Living conditions on the ship weren't spar-
tan and that surprised Diaz. The Faust has a
small baskeiball court, a weight room, a pool
and even a sauna. Soldiers have their own
Tooms 100,

Some of his guys did become seasick dur-
ing the first part of the vovage. But their
Dramamine pills helped, he said.

Overall, though, their first trip on board was
pood, Dinz sid,

Crogsing through the numerous choke
points, like the Straits of Gibmaltar and the
Straits of Hormue, were the most stressful
parts of the voyage for the tcam, Dinz said.

The Straits of Hormuz are a normow chokes
point that ships must navigate crossing from
the Arabian Sea to the Persian Gulf. On one
side is Tmn, and on the other is Oman.

“There are a lot of speed boats in the Strans
of Hormuz that could hit o major target ke
cur ship,” he =uad,

e

There is one way of looking ot the job the
Mational Cuard soldiers are doing, Brown
said before returning to the Pentagon, The
mission demonstrates the vemsatility of the
Ciuard, he explained.

“In a way, its like we're ensuring our stufl
gets there,” Brown said, “because if the ships
are damaged by terronsts, it can definitely
hamper our mission,”

Isiand powerhouse

By 5taff Sgt. Gary Hicks
Mational Guard Buseau

SAN JUAMN, Puerto Rico — 1t may meas-
ure onky 35 by 100 miles, bul Puerto Rico
ia packing a tremendous punch in the war
mgainst global termorism.

The small Canbbean island and its much
heralded 10,000-member MNational Guard
has always answered the call to duty, most
recently for Operation Iragi Freedom,

“The troops are more than willing to do
whatever il takes,” said Li. Col. Vicior R,
Tomes, mobilization and readiness officer
for the Puerio Rico Mational Guard head-
fquaniercd in San Juan.

Daing what it tikes is exactly what these
bilingual Guardsmen do day in and day
out, That has led 1o 41 percent of the fotal
force being called to federal service.

Units areni't drawn out of & hat for acti-
wation, They are chosen based on strength
and readiness, something: Puerio Rico
takes very seriously, In fact, the LS. temi-
tory leads the nation in strength by unit
and is among the top 10 in percentage of
troops being qualified i their military
occupational specialties.

“We have 21 units activated. That's 4,195
troops oul of our B(M0-member Army
Cuard.” Torres said “These units wene
activated because they were ready and all
of their paperwork and reconds were in
order. That's something vou have fo work
on constantly, not just one weckend a
month,”

In addition to the 92nd Infantry Brigade,
Puerto Rico deployed the following units
in support of operutions Noble Eagle,
Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom: the
S44th Military Police Co., 892nd Engineer
Co., 192nd Combat Suppori Battalion, 151
Batialion, 162nd Field Artillery, 292nd
Combat Support Headguarters, 770th
Military Police Co., 480th Military Police
Co., 15t Bartalion, 296th Infuntry, 7551k
Military Police Co., and the 340th
Ordnance Co.

“1 am very prowd of our Cheard members
mnd the good things that they do for Puerio
Rico and our nation,” sakd Brg Cen
Francisco A, Mirquer, Puerto Rico's adju-
tant general. “We are very fortunate o
have these greal men and women and the
support of our government and  their
emplovers in these ning times,”




By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Matisranl Guasd Burad

Giood old Hangar 5, and the families and
fricnds who had waited patiently inside,
wiis a sight for sore eyves to 179 members
of the District of Columbia Air Natiopal
Gunrd wheo retumed to Andrews Air Foree
Base Md., from the war in rag ke on May
I:
Several hundred people — spouses, chil-
dren, moms, dads, brothers, sisters and
good friends — welcomed home their
heroes about two hours after President
Cieorge Bush told the country thai "major
eombat operations in Irag have ended.®

"You have shown the world the skill and
might of the American armed forces,” said
the president, a former Texas Air Mational
Ciuard pilot, aboard the airerall cammer LSS
Absaham Lincoln. "America is grateful for
i job well done.”

The DC Guard members from the 113th
Wing's F-16 fighter squadron were gruteful
to be back but were glod they had served
during Operation Iragi Freedom.

"T've been in for 12 vears, and this was my
first time in a real combal situation,” said
one staff serpeant. "It made all of our train-
ing worthwhile.™

Those who touched down 01 Andrews that
Thursday night were the last and largest
group from the DE wing 1o retumn to their
loved. pnes.  The week saw  three. home-
comings following the unit's Feb. 21
departure from that same Air Guard
hangar.

Thineen of the squedron’s pilots roaned
hoame in jet fighters on Monday, April 25.
Then 28 members of the maintenance team
came back on April 30. Those who wel-
comed them waved small Amencan flags,
held up plecands, including one thai read
"Welcome Home, Uncle Karl,” and pre-
semiod bowguets of flowers to the Guand
migmbers wearing desert brown uniforms,

The 250 DC Guard members supported
onc of the war's most sensitive missions
with members of two other Alr Guaard
wings from a base whose location cannot
be disclosed, it was explained. Their job
wits Io prevent Irag from bunching Scud
missiles ai lsmel and against the U.S-led
coalifion foroes.

"It was very imponiand for us o prevend
anything that would draw Tsrael into the
wir," one of the fighter pilots said.

The DC Guand members shared that mis-
sion with members of the Air Guands
|87th Fighier Wing from Montgomery,
Ala., und the 14kh Wing fFom Auwron,
Col.

The fwct that Irmgl President Saddam
Hussein's ill-fated regime did not launch
any Scuds or torch the ail ficlds or employ
chemical weapons was one of the big sur-
prises of the war, DC Guard members
explained. So was the fact that they all got
o come home a bot sooner than they had
ariginally expected.

Most of the 1,200 members of the three

o | b LI
(Above) A happy staff sergeant with
the District of Columbia Air National
Guard's 113th Wing holds his two
sons after returning to Andrews Alr
Force Base, Md., following his tour
of duty during Operation Iragi
Freadom.. (Right) The. family of a
District of Columbia Air MNational
Guardsman anxiously awaits his
return to Andrews Air Force Base,
Md., following his tour of duty with
members of the 113th Wing during
Dperation Iragi Freedom.

Air Guard umis that helped 1o waich over
Israel have either come home or are returm-
img, it was explained.

"We thought we would be there until late
next summer of inio the fall,”™ said a pilok
"The war winding up so carly was a preity
big bonus for all of us,

"There was a great deal of concern about
whal [Hussein]| might do” added the
woman who expluned she worked in the
mission-planning cell during the war's
mosi intense combal. "There was o great
deal of relief that be didn't. We can't be
anything bul thankful.”

"The greak thing sbout getting done with
the war so quickly was petting home
before the baby was bom,” smid one stafl
sergeanl whose wife i expecling their
third child, a daughier, in carly September.

His glowing wife and two voung sons dicd
not leave the side of the fired but happy air-
man who explained "there was o lof of
hooting and hollering when we heard we
Wiere coming home because we were sel up
i be there through August il we needed 10
be.

"It was good to be part of a such & great
team of mainienance professionals,” he
added.

"I predicted when they left that they'd be
home before Memaorial Day just because of

Photos by Master Sgi Bob Haskell

Cren, David Wherley Jr., the wing's former
commeander who i3 now serving s the asi-
ing commanding general for the DC
Mational Cruard.

"Buit we still have people over there, and
I'm concemned aboul them,” Wherey
added. About 150 members of the DC
Army Guard's 54Tth  Trangportation
Company are serving in Kuwail, and mem-
bers of the 113th Wing's Secority Forces
Squadron remam on duty 0 Southwest
Asia, said Capl Sheldon Smith, a DC
Chaand spokesman,

Woinng for ber husband of 15 years o
sicp off the bus when it pulled up 10
Honger 8§ "makes this the happicst day of
all" said one wife who had asked her three
children to hold ihe flowers and signs they
had brought with them. Her son had drawn
a "Welcome Home, Dad™ cardboard flag
on March 24, she said

"I'm not holding anything but daddy.” she
lavghed. “It's o nice o come back to this
hangar for a happy occasion,” she added,
recalling that trying Friday in - February
when the same Guard members said their
final good-byves before going off 10 war.
"My lasd memory of him is wotching him
walk away.” Mow she can remember him
wilking back into "good old Hangar 8.7

Deployment
Excellence
Competition

Billy E. Birdwel
MaSona! Guand Bureau

ARLINGTOM, Vo — Army Mational Guard
units can compete for an Anny deployment
awand.

Army Mattonal Guard units which deploy
for any contingency or support deploving
units can compete for the Army's
Deployment Excellence Award, sccording to
Army Mational Guard officials.

The program, now in it third year, necog-
nizes units of varous sizes for outstanding
mission accomplishments, which meet or
exceed  established deployment  standards,
according to 188 stabed muission.

Army Guard units have nothing to lose and
lois of recognition to gain by eniering the
competition, according to Henry Johnson of
Fori Bustis, the program manager for the
Deployment Excellence Award.

Thizs Armsy-level award i5 open 1o most
units or installations that deploved or sup-
ported o deployment during the competition
yeur which nims Apnl 2002 through March
20013,

The competition covers four catspories:
lorpe and small deploving units, supponing
unit and instnllation. The winners recaiva
special plagues presented by the Army chief
of staff plus two members of the winning
units receive funded tnips o the Pentapon
awand ceremsony.

"Ohur biggest concem 15 that there gre units
oul there doing a good job [deploying or
supporteig deployments] that aren't being
recognized” for their efforts, Johnson said,
Units need nof wait for another level of com-
meand &0 nominate them. The competition =
through self-nomination, he explained.

“We recommend unils go on-line and down
load the checklists, As a umit deploys they
can go down the checklist to prepare for the
award ns they deploy,” he said.

LUinits and installations competing for the
BEA are evahmicd on their ability to plan
and execuie o deployment or deployvment
suppont mission. Units and installations ane
only permitied 0 compete for the award
based on a single deployment or deployment
suppon event U unit or installation partici-
pated i during the award competition year.
This event has to be identified by the unit or
installation as the basis for the award in the
Unit Deployment Profile nomination packet
subrmitied by each competing unit

Detnils on the competition, ehgmbality, seli-
momination procedures and checklists are
availoble at the Deployment Excellence
Award website,
hitpewww.deploy.custis.army.mil/dea or by
contaching Mr, Henry Johnson, program
manager  (Commercial) 757-878-1833
(D5M) E26-1833 or Ms. Val Hladky, board
secretarial  {Commercial) 757-878-1983
(DSN) &26-1983 (FAX) 757- 87R-1834 |
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Troop morale and welfare top priority

ARLINGTON, Va, - Take care of yourselves and your
people. That is among the many messages thot Lt Gen. H
Steven Blum has emphasized to military and civilian
supervisors since becoming the 25th chief of the National
Ciuard Bureaw in Apnl.

"What we are i3 not about machines, i's aboul people.
They are our most precious resource,” Blum told several
hunsdred members of the Guard Burcau’s staff in Ardington,
Wi, on May' 9,

That applies to stall members and their families because,
Blum pointed out, 70 percent of the today’s Mational Guard
members are mamiecl.

"Mow, when you're talking abowt a Guard member, you're
talking about that member's family," said Blum who has
been married for 35 yvenrs and who has two grown children
and three prandehildren. "Programs like Fomily Support
gre readiness issues, They'ne just as important as having
Humvees. They're just @8 important a8 having the [most

have” Dlam aid. "If we've got something to do, we're
going to do it. But we don't have something to do that
requires you to cheat time from your families all of the
time."

Furthermore, the new chief has linked career advance-
ment to how well his people take care of themselves and
others.

“My intent is to treat everyone as | want 1o be treated. with
dignity and respect. Dignity and respect is what I'm asking
for evervone,” Blum said.

*I will not promote you ahead of your peers because you
work more days than everybody else,” he added. "I'm not
going to promote you ahead of your peers because you
work 24 hours a day, seven doys a week.

"1 will promote vou becaise you demonstrate that oo
have leadership and adoptability, that you're willing to 1ake
risks, that vou're willing to build the team, and that you

|

I
)

miodern] piece of equipment.”

He asured supervisors that they hove "maximurm flexi-
hility to accommaodate their people™ - 1o give them regular
davs off 1o recharge their hatteries and to give them time (o

dical with family emergencies.

"There will be times when you're nol going to be oble o
take days off bocause of the nature of the business that we

FROM PAGE 1

maake people feel good abou working around you.
"If you bum your people out, you're nol making points
with me,” Blum cautioned. "If you grind your people up,

you're not making points with me. If you're an abusive Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum, chief of the National Guard

-
]
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Phoio by Helena C. Stkked, Deparimant of Delense

leader, | have no use for you becaise that violates the value g, o), explains his plans for transforming the

I place on dignity and respect and the value | place o yayanal Guard into a more responsive force to

human resources, We can'i be doing that to cach other™  pantagon reporters on May 16.

Change

about that. We have been performing that
mission since 1636, and the American people
expect no less of the Mational Guard during
these irying times," said the no-ponsense
Blum about the war against ghobal terrorism.

One hundred, 48 thousand citizen-soldiers
and airmen were serving in the United States
and in 44 other countrics, including Iraq and
Afghanistan, on May's third Sunday when he
met with the adjutants general, Blum pointed
Ul

"We will continue to honor that commut-
ment by transforming into a more efficient
and accessible force,” he said. "We are not
going o let turf and parochialism get in the
way of doing what 15 nght for America.

"We fight joimly, and we need to train and
operate on a daily basis in a joint environ-
ment 50 we can make the iransition | from cit-
izen to soldier] very quickly. After all, our
symbol is the Minuteman,” Blum told
Pentagon reporiers on May 16,

"We will be betier undersiood by our sctive
duty counterparts. We will then be seen for
what we are — reliable, ready, and sccessi-
ble,” he predicisd.

Blum has ordered the Mational Guard
Bureau, which currently consists of a joint
wialf el separate directorstes for | h e
Army and Alr Guard, to become a joint head-
quarters by July | of this year. He has asked
the states to establish joint headquarters, and
do away with state area commands for Army
Guard forces, by Oct. 1.

Lieutennnt Gen. Roger Schultr, director of
the Army Guard, and Li. Gen. Damiel James
11, director of the Air Guard, will serve as
deputy chiefs of the Guard Bureau, Blum
explained. The next vice chief of the Guard
Burcau will become the chief of staff for the
joint burcan, he added.

Blum is also urging the states 1o include

members of other military components,
including the Coast Guard, in their joint
hendquarters. He said he would do that a1 the
Ciuard Bureay that is based in Arlington, Va.

"We will net fund state arca commands by
Oct. 1. We wall fund joint headquarters,”
Blum said in central Ohio, “The joint world
i% oo bonger o theory, 1t's o realiey®

Indeed, Sccretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld addressed both issues on the same
Armed Forces Day weekend that Blum took
his vision for the National Guard's transfor-
midion o Chio.

"Joint and combined war-fighting is our
path o the future,” said Rumsfeld during the
May 16 opening ceremony for the Joint
Services Open House at Andrews Air Force
Baze. Md. He was referring to the unprece-
dented manner i which the different servic-
es have worked closely ingether to conduct
Oiperation Iragi Freedom and the war against
terransts i Afghanistan,

"We are seeing signs of transformation all
arotnd us,” the defense secretary added. "We
have to keep that up. The challenge is 1o
miintain true joimness in war-fighting.”

"The sdjutants general accepied very favor-
ably the things that Lt. Gen. Blum lnid out
fior them," said Kane, the adjutant general for
[daho. "They are looking for a few more
detnils, but, overall, his wdeas were very well
accepled.”

Kane said they could meet the Oct. | dead-
line fior reorganizing the siate commands inlo
joint headquarters.

"I will push us, but that's fine,” Kane said.
"Sometimes it's betier to be pushed than 1o
be pulled.”

Major Gen. Robent G.F. Lee, who became
Hawaii's adjuiant general on Jan. 1, said he
has already begun forming & joint National
Guard headguarters in that state,

= didn't know how far | could go with it
But Lt Gen. Blum has made it clear | can
make our headquarters as joint as | want to,"

he expluined.

Lee, who commanded LS. Army Reserve
forces in the Pacific Command before
becoming Hawaii's Notional Guard lesder,
predicted he could casily entice other reserve
components o assign represeniatives 1o his
state’s headgquarters.

CHTicials claim this transfonmation is as sig-
nificant for the couniry’s largest military
reserve force as two are other chapters of
Mational Guard history. One was the Militia
Act of 1903, also called the Dick Act, that
established federn] guidelines for onganizing,
trining and equipping the Guard in line with
standards established for the regular Army.
The second was the crention of the Air
Mational Guard in 1947 that led o separate
Army and Air Guard directomtes.

The historic agreement among the Mational
Cuard's leaders occumed in a state steeped in
history. Seven US. presidents have been
born in Ohio. The Wright brothers lived in
Ohio and beeame the first people 1o fly a
powered aircraft 100 years ago this
December. Ohio natives John Glenn Jr. and
Meil Armsirong became, respectively, the
first American Lo orbit the carth and the first
person o sel foot on the moon.

The adjutants general, 34 of whom belong
to the Army Guard, hope that forming joint
headquarters that are more in line with the
active forces’ will streamling the process for
mobilizing Army Guard soldiers for federal
huty.

They believe that citizen-soldicrs who have
already been processed and prepared at their
home stations should not have to go through
the same process at active Army mobiliza-
tion stations before they are deployed.

"W don't need 1o be double checked and
triple checked every lime our troops get acti-
viled " Leo zaid,

The Air Guard routinely deploys iroops
from their home stations, it was poinfed oul

The adjutanis general also paid heed to

e O Gusne

Blum's proposals for improving the Guand's
capabilities for defending the homeland.

Homeland defense, he explained, ranges
from full-scale combat operations in places
like Irag and Afphonistan to flying combat
uir patrols over ULS. cities, providing securi-
tv along international borders and at ports of
entry, and safeguarding air bases in this

COUEniry.

It reflects the National Guard's dual mle as
state forces commanded by the nntion's gov-
ernors and as a federal force when ordered to
sctive duty by the president.

Blum's proposals focus on enhancing capa-
Bilities, adding to mission casential task lists
for combat arms units, and task organizing.
They include:

Organizing chemical, biological and inci-
dent response task forces o include asseis
from the Guard’s 32 full-time civil supgsrt
teams, enhanced medical companies that can
decontaminate und treat 150 people per hour,
engineer companies with special search and
rescue equipment, and combat units trained
1o support law enforcement agencies.

Expanding the Guand's involvement in
ground-based missile defense over and
above the unit that is currently being formed
1o stofT a facility that is expected to be oper-
ational in Alaska by Oct. 1, 2004,

Creating quick and rapid Guard reaction
forces that are immediotely available to state
and federal governments and that are trined
for both combat and security duties,

These new forces can be formed with per-
sopnel and resources that ore already avail-
able ta the Giuard, Blum said. They will nos
require a kot of new, expensive, sophisticated
equipment,

*This will require a new way of thinkmg,”
the Guard Burcau chief added. "Most real
transformation hoppens right between your
ears, I3 oot sbout hardware, and it's mot
about information technology. It's about how
you think. Amd we need 10 change the way
we think,"

e —— e —
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GCasualty assistance: Bearing the had news

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mabonal Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va — Semor Master Sgt. Larry Harris
remcmbers his gricl and how belpless be felt om March 3,
2001, and for many days afterwards, when he heard the
numbing news that 18 members of the Virginia Air
Mational Guard had been killed in a plane crash in
Gicorgia.

He felt the griel of kesing 18 friends, civil engineers with
the 203rd Red Horse Flight, who were being flown back
to Virginia Beoch on an airplane belonging 1o the Florida
Army Mational Guard.

He felt helpless becuuse he did not know ow 1o help the
vigtims' familics, bevond offering his own condolences,
a5 they began amiving ot Comp Pendleton, ¥a,, where
Harris was the noncommissioned officer in charge of the
Might's personnel section.

"l knew all 18 of [the victims] very well,” Harris said
“But 1 didn't know the first thing abowt casualty assis-
tance, | really didn't know what to do.”

Thankfully, other casyaliy assislance representatives
were immedintely available to help those gnef-stncken
familics through their ordeal. Now, Hamris could alse do
his par.

He and 29 other Air Guard personnel from Virginia to
Alpska have completed & three-day workshop at Andrews
Air Force Base, Md., dealing with Air Force casualiy
services. That involves the procedures 1o be followed
should families have to be told that a loved one is injured
or mussing o dead.

The Air Nationa] Guard is making a concened effon 1o

iminpeoplétsdoluinhitundse hipihaisivsmaiiine hor s of pesonncl, personnel supariglendente. gnd
the aszastance and the benefits to which they are entitled.
[tis a sad fact that people in uniform do not always come
home safe and sound and that their families have 1o be

"This is valuable information about how to notifv the next of kin and who
the benefits go to. It's important to have a comprehensive casualty report-
ing system in place so that everybody knows what to do if casualties have

to be reported.”

— Senior Master Sgt. Larry Harris

cared for, pointed cut Col; Tod Bunting, the Air National
Guard's director of Diversity, Personnel and Training.

"I hope this workshop will be o waste of your time and
that you'll never need to use this information,” Bunting
said. "Bui the world being what it s, you jusi never
know."

[ndeed, two members of the Air Guard were killed in
Kuwait and in Afghanisten in lafe March, und their fami-
ligs had fo be notified ond helped, cliss members were
reminded.

Three classes. 90 people in all, have tzken the training,
nnd the infent is 1o have casunlty assistance represenis-
tives trained for all 20 Adr Guard mission support flights
by Sept. 30, the end of this fiscal vear, said Capt. John
Morrow, chiel of the Alr Guard's Cusiomer Opérations.
That, be explainad, inclides primiry representatives as
well a8 personnel supervisors and altermnies.

The next ¢lass will be held af San Antonio, Texas, i Joly.
Anocther hes been scheduled for Andrews in August
Morrow said.

"WWe are on schedule to train abowt 150 personmel, includ-

peitniry and alleriiaic chvulty Blsince ceprabarves
by the end of our last schedubed class in August,” Mormow
explained.

Casualty assistonce, chiss members have becn told, is

Phiota by Mastar St Bob Haskell, National Gamed Burean

oene of the mildary’s most sensitive assignments. 1t
involves helping survivors come 1o grips with perhaps the
most heart-wrenching situntion of their lives and to deal
with military. procedures that most probably don't under-
sinmd,

The Air Force's Casualty Chamer staies it besi: "Provide
dignified, compassionate, and humane nodification: and
assistance 1o family members and other designated: per-
sons as prompily as possible after 8 member's casualty
status s determined.”

"This is a total foree effort to 1min members of the Air
Nativnal Guard, the Air Force Reserve and the active Air
Force on how to report cosialties and how 1o meet the
needs of the family members," Momow said.

There's a lot more 10 that business than going fo a fmi-
hv's home with the bad news and a check

Aveam of paper slides was the lesson plan for the three-
doy course. Scoit Hand, chief of Casoalty Dperations al
the Air Force Personnel Center, Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas, was the lead instructor. Hond explained he has
been in the business for about M0 vears, during his 24
years in the Air Force and now as a civilian,

Class members also served as instructors o explain

requirements that are unique (o the Air Forces active and
resarve components, Moo snid.
The final exam ook the form of the game show "Who
Wants 1o be o Millionaire?" It was an upbeat way for the
class to conclhude the comprehensive course that everyone
undersiood coversd a scrious subject.

"When reporting an aircrft accident, report only the sia-
s of whom?”
was one of the questions. "Everybody on board, military
and civilian,” was the answer.

“Camrenily, what percent of gratuity pay is taxable?" was
another question. “Fifty percent”™ was that answer.

"'m nod looking for you 1o be expents,” Hond told the
class that included a cross section of personnel specialists
- including airmien first class, chicf master serpeants and a
second lieutenant — for whom casualty support would be
an additional duaty, "This just gives you the hasics - and
the numbers 1o call if you need help,”™

"This is my third Mational Guard ¢lass, and I've grown
more and more impressed with the Gaard's people,” Hand
said al the Air National Guard's Readiness Center,

"This gives me a lot more confidence about going back
to may unit,” said Tech, Sgt. Jen Singh, from the Alaska Air
Cruard's 168th Mission Support Flight st Eielson Air Foree
Base near Fairbanks.

"Sinfe we serve on an active duty base, the Air Force
would support us,” she explaimed. "Bul the Guard = a
family, and we want o take care of oar own,”

"This 15 valuable mformition aboul how to notify the
pext of kin and who the benefits go 10,” said Hams, now
the full-time personnel superiniendent for the Virginia Asr

Ohio Air National Guard Master Sgt. Jeffroy Holaday won a Texas T-shirt because he answered 16 Eil-ltm'_d'l 192nd Mission Support Flight at Sandston, Va.
questions during the informal final test for 30 Alr Guard members who attended a three-day casuaity | ® Impertant to have & comprehensive casualty report-
services workshop at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. Instructor Scott Hand, right, from Randelph Ajr (" System in place so that everybody knows what o do

Force Base, Texas, was the quiz mastor.

if casualties have to be reported.”
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Nebraska Guardsmen clearing the road to peace

By Lt Col. Cralg Johnson
and Cpt. Aaron Jordan
Edih Engirsar Batialion

TALLIL AIRBASE, Imag — The 104k
Enginesr Battalion's subordinate wnit, the
68th Engineer Company of Ft, Hood, Texas
confinues to bead the way in cleaning critical
arcas for occupation for forces deploying to
Tallil Airbase af Logistical Support Area
(LSA) Adder.

The Mime Clearing Armorsd Protected
(MCAP) dozer is the worklorse used by
engingers 1o conduct this vitel mission, This
dorer is uniquely equipped with special
blacles that roll the canth inbe rows tiis
exposing mincs and other unexplodad ordi-
nance (LXN0) The MCAP dozer i3 hardensd
with exirn layers of sieel and bulletproof
glass that profects the operator from harm if
a ming explodes during the process, Even
expenienced dozer operators must learmn new
technigques and procedures to operate the

s¢e the work.

equipment ax it severely limits their ability to

LhOs

Fhoto courtasy of e 1065h Engineer Battakon

(Abowe) Members of the 108th Engineer Battalion pose for a group photo in Kuwait. (Left) A Mine Clearing Armored
Protective (WCAP) dozer clears area for 12th Aviation Brigade.

work arcas. The third is configured io bréech
lanes through minchiclds for units in offense
This is the battalion's first expenence at o i

buildings and clear rubble from a future
logistical support area near Tollil Amrbase,
Irng.. The re-enforced dozer with an armos
peoleciive cab provides (he operitor o sale

working with this type of doer, Two of the
three MCAFP doers are used for proofing
large tracks of land to be used ms living or

pera :

The MCAP dorer's armored protection
kends itself to other high risk missions. The
MCAP is currently being used to demolish

enviromment from falling debris from o
clasping structure,

Irag war ends, South Dakota Guard’s role increases

By Public Affairs Staff,
Sauth Dakota National Guard

RAPID CITY, ND = As Coalition Forces clamm victory in
Ireq as part of Operation Irgi Freedom, froops anc now
faced with maintaining onder omd rebuilding the was-tom
country. Engimeers, tack drivers, medical personnel are in
high demand,

That stabilization process will undoubtedly put gresier
demands on the five South Dukota Army National Guard
umits now deploved o Kowait and g

Five weeks afler the conflict began, more than a third of the
1,500 Army Guard soldiers activated for Operation Enduring

Freedom/Moble Eagle are now serving in the Gulf region. 1T

plans continse, that number will increaze in May when two
more Guard units move out o suppon the effort.

"You might think the war is over, but there is a lot of work
lefi 1o do,” said Maj. Gen. Michael Gorman, adjutant gener-
al. "Our people have the skills and equipment to belp in the
rebuilding phase of this opemtion.”

Missions in Irag
Sturgis’ 108k Engincer Batialion was the first unit io
deploy to Kuwait and was the only South Dakota unit in the
region when the ground war began March 20, The 39-moem-
ber headquarters unit arrived in Kuwait in mid-February and
crossed the Kuwait border into Irng on the fourth day of the

M{iu'ﬂh it two aitached engineer companies, the 108k
advanced to a logistical support area near the Tallil Air Base
where it provided essentinl engincering support 10 the B6th
Combat Support Hospital (CSH) during the first critical days

10 =0 6w

of the war

"We worked closely with the 86th C5H persormel to ensune
ihat its hospita]l bed-down orea was construcied quickly,”
gnid Lt. Col. Craig Johnson, 10%th commander. "The hospi=
tal provided medical services for soldiers and civilions
pjurned during the conflict. 1t had to be cxpanded three times
over the next several weeks "

In thi eardy stages of the war, the soldiers of the 10%h were
called upon o help as liter cormiers dunng & mass casualiy
event ot the hospital. Upon recciving the call for assisiance,
the solifiers grabbed their banle geor and mushed to the hos-
phial,

"The hospital didn’t have sofficient personnel 10 handle the
karge amount of casualtics that were amiving by ground and
air,” said Johnson. "So. the unit was broken into fowr-man
icams o Essist moving patienis to the hospital, That day
brought the first effécts of war to the eyes of our soldiers.™

On the firt weekend of Apnil, thrée more 5.00, units
deploved to Kuwait to include the 727th Trunsporation
Company, 200th Engineer Company and Company B, 108
Medical Banalion.

Soldiers of the 200ith Engineer Company from Pierre,
Chamberlain, Mobndge and Lemmeon are currently off-load-
ing equipment from ships af 4 Kuwaitl por.

"Ohir first miission when we god here was to unload ships at
port,” said Ist Lt Dana Limbo, platoon leader.  "We were
unlonding ships in 10 to 20 howrs compared 1o two or three
dnys.”

Since their bridge transport vehicles are capoble of hauling
shipping containers, truck drivers began delivering contain-
ers 00 umits in the field. The 200th is expected 10 move out of

that area within severnl days to support a mission in Morthem
Irag.

The TX7th of Elk Poini, Brookings and Wateriown, got all
its equipment rounded up by Easter Sunday and prepared to
move into Irag with the 191 Marine Expeditionary Foroc.
The unit is hauling water, supplies and food tems.

South Dakotu's medical unit, Company B, 109th Med, Bn,,
Vermillion, ts waiting to find out if it will be assigned to s
humanitarian medical mission. If not, the unit could be
home sooner than expected.

The 740th of Milbank and Brookings, arrived in
Kuwaitafter the 727th and begin io off-load iis equipment
and haul supplics from Kowait info Irag.

Back in the States

The 235th Military Police Company, from Custer and Rapid
City, has joined the military police team af Forl Carson,
After completing the 94-lour Enhanced Military Police
Certification program and ride-slong program, the 35th hit
the road to perform law enforcement dutics on fhe installa-
tian.

Cme hundred twenty members of the 665th Munienance
Compuny of Mitchell and Rapid City are providing secunty
at Ellsworth Air Force Base and Jo¢ Foss Field in Sioux
Falls,

Rapid Ciry's 12%h Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
remains at Fort Riley, Kan,, awniting future orders, [ts possi-
ble the 129th will returm home i late May.

Both the 17420d Transportation Company of Flandrean and
Sioux Falls and the 842nd Engineer Company of Spearfish,
Belle Fourche, and Sturgis continue to train at Fort Carson.
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Fallen Guardsmen laid to rest

iy Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bureau

Idalko Akr Mational Guard Maj. Gregg
Stone, who died from wounds duning
Dperation [rogi Freedom, was laid 1o rest
with full honors among many of America’s
military heroes during & burial service of
Arhington Motionnl Cemelery on Apnl 17,

"He will rest here with those of like mind
and determination, the determination o
sec this nntion remain a beacon of light w
a world searching for true liberty,” Air
Force Chaploin (Capi.)

*Your father belicved in his life's calling
.o He joined the Air National Guard so that
each of you night have the opporunity 1o
experience the joys of growing uwp in o free
and democratic society,” Chaplnin Thomas
iodd Stopc's sons, Licwtenant Geen. Joseph
Wehrle Ir., Air Force assistant vice chief of
sinfT, presented American flags to Sone’s
fancée and to his parents,

Army Mational Guand Mo, Gen. H
Steven Blum, the pew chiefl of the
Matbonal Crosrd Buresan, led a large delega-
ton of Mations] Guand and other miliiary
moumers durning the

Mlark Thomas told sev-
eril hundred members
of Sione’s personal and
militnry famiilies during
the Easter Week grave-
side eulogy.

Seone died ar o LS.
Army field hospital in
Kuwait on March 25 g *
from injuries he suf- — Chaplain

“He joined
National Guard so that
each of vou might have the
appartunity o experience
the jovs of growing up in a
free and democratic socie-

service ol Section 60
the

where the herdwood
trecs  displaved the
cmerging green leaves
of a new spring.

Ammy Capi, Andras
Marton, a 100 %1
Adrbormne soldier who
wiis badly mjured dur-
ing the same grenade

Air

Mark Thomas

fered two days carlier
when a LS, Army soldier allegedly iossed

B prEnade intd the 1ent I8 which Stone Wit

sleeping.

Stone was the second LLS. service mem-
ber Lilled im that aitack, and he is one of
126 who have died duning the war. Stone
was the first Air Force casualty. Army Sgt.
Hasan Akbar has been charged in the
grenade artack,

The 4l-vear-old Stone had been o tradi-
tional Guard member with the 124th Air
Support Operations Squadron, pan of the
Idaho Air Guard’s 124th Wing in Botse,
gince Oetober 2000, He had previously
been an elecironke wasfare ailicer on B-52
and B-1 bombers during his 17 years in the
Ajir Foree.

He was serving oz an air lisizon officer
with the Army's 1018t Airbome Division
al Camp Pennsylvania when he died six
days inio the war against the lragi regime
of President Saddam Hikiern,

The Air Guard officer was anid to be the
fifih 115, service member killed during the
war for Imgl freedom to be bured st
Arlington, this country’s neost famsous oil-
itary cemeiery.

Slone’s family sccepted the Bronze Star
Medal thot was posithumously owarded to
the man for prepering o 24-man tactical air
control party “for combal opergtions in a
clenical envinonment.”

Brigadier General Gary Savier, com-
mander of the 124th Wing in Idaho, pre-
sented the medal and accompanying cer-
fificale bo Stone's [wo young sons.

"During the opening days of Cipemmtion
Iragi Freedom, he and his unit successful-
Iy endured multiple missile atacks as they
prepared to engage the enemy,” the cita-
tion stated.

attack that 1ook Stone’s
life, gamely stood up from his wheelchnir
(1011 HE!'EEE'C‘H:.' ‘I'!Lanﬁn;cd Teft oo o dnluite
his departed comrade before the service
started.

He was wheeled elose o the casket for a
final somber tribute afier members of the
LIS, Air Force Honor Guard fired a 21-
irun saluie and played "Taps™ to signal that
it was over.

Four A-10 jet fighters from the Maryland
Air Guard's 175th Wing performed a miss-
ing-man fly-over before the service, A
horse-drawn caisson,. bed by b orider-less
horse, then camied Stone's flag-draped
casket 1o the iral ile,

A fimeral service was beld for Stope in
Boise an April 5 and a memorial service
was held al Gowen Field on Apnl 6,

* Indinna Army  Matiopal Guard Spe.
Willkam Jeffries, 19, died on Mearch 31 in
Rotn, Spaln, where he was tmken after
becoming il in Kuwait.

A military official =aid he suffered a
bilood clod in his lung and acite pancreati-
tis, Indiana newspapers reported.

Jelries, who lived in Evansville, Ind.,
was 4 member of the 152nd Infantry
Regiment. Hiz unit was part of two
Indina Army Guard infantry  battalions
that were deployed fo Kuwait,

He gracusted from Reitz High School in
Evansville i 1982 and served [0 years m
the Air Force before joining the National
Guand, Survivors mclude his wife and his
mexther,

* The Florida Natsonal Guard's first casu-
alty in Operation Iraqi Freedom was laid
foy resd i aceremony in Gainesville recend-
ly.
Cpl. John Travis Eivero, 23, was killed

Pholo by 2nd L1 Fanbary Smith. Alr Nabonsd G

{Above) The coffin containing the body of Idaho Air Mational Guard Maj.
Gregg Stone is carried toward his grave before a burial service at Arfington

Mational Cemetery on April 17.

(Below) Honor Guard soldiers fold the flag drapped across the casket of

Cpl. John Travis Rivero.

when the Humwvee he wos nding in over-
wmed while on patrod in western T on
Apnl 17.

During the funeral Rivera was posthu-
mously mwarded the Memiornous Service
Medal and Florida Cross, Brg. Gen.
David Godwin, commander of the 53rd
Infantry Brgade, presented the awands o
Rivero's family.

Rivero was described by [riends as a

“mode]l soldier” who was proud of his
service to help free the Iragi people, His
fricnds also remembered him as someone
who would go out of his way to help a
friend in need.

Rivers is the first casualty, in o combit
yone, for the Florida Mational Guard sinee
1991 when Sgt. Tracey Brogdon of the
32 5th Maintenance Company was killed n
o vehicle accident in Saudi Arahia.




Air Defense Artillery protects the capital

By Sgt. 1si Class Eric Wedeking
Mabonal Guand Bureau

WASHINGTON, D.C. = Both the Army
and Air Mational Guard creatively continue
to lead the way in Homeland Defense as the
111th Air Defense Arillery Brigade, on
Armmy Guard wnit from MNew Mexico pro-
vides command and control while Air
Mational Cheard air traffic controllers and an
active-duty shom-range air defense battalion
mount a stromg air defense around the
nntion's capital,

Initinlly, active-duty U.5. Army air defense
antillery units from Fort Bliss and Fort Hood,
Texas, deploved Avenger, Stinger and other
command and  coptrol  assels  around
Washington, [LC. in Februory, but as the
months have rolled on, more and more
Mational Guard units are being called in to
support the mission,

"It started out as an all-active duty mission,
Now, we've come 10 provide command and
control over active-duty asseis. It eventunlly
has the potential o be an all-Guard mizssion,”
said New Meéxico Army National Guard May.

Larmry Wilbanks, an operations officer for the
111th Air Defense Artillery Brigade normal-
ly headguartered in Afbugeergue. "It's really
going well. We've got o mix of active duty
and both Adr and Army Mational Guard. Ir's
tree jointness."

After four months of operations, Wilbanks
predicied the air defense provided not only
by the Avenger and hand-held Stngers, fied-
eral aircraft and District of Columbia Air
Mationn] Guord combat air patrols would
continue into the foreseeable Mo,

"Maore than likely, this mission is not going
1o be going away any tme 5000, This is an
integrated air defense mission within the
Mational Capital Region involving joint
coordination with all of the (Homeland
Security) federal agencies,” he added. *Our
mission i5 on the cutting edge. we're leading
the way and we'll eventually be writing the
iactics, technigques and procedures and futare
air defense doctrine.”

The Avenger missile systems e presently
being monned by troops with the 4ih
Battalion, Sith  Air

Photos by Sgi. 181 Class Eng Wedeking, Mational Guard Biireau

[Above) Mississippl Alr National Guard Staff Sgt. David Washington of the
255th Air Control Squadron checks guages on one of several 60 kilowatt gen-
erators while his and other units defend the skies over Washington, D.C.
(Right) Command Sgt. Maj. A. Frank Lever lll (far right) speaks to New Mexico
Army National Guard citizen-soldiers helping provide air defense arlillery sup-
port around the Washington, D.C., area while Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz, director
of the Army National Guard, listens to Lever's commants
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Regiment from Fort Hood, Initially, the LLS
Armmy troops from the 35th Air [}cﬁ:usl:
Artillery Brigade from Fort Bliss, Texas,
provided command snd control, but they
have since re-deploved. The site of the desert
camouflaged Avengers coused a stir in the
Washington, D.C. -area when a Avenger fire
unit was spotied by curious commubers in
February sitting near the Anncostia River
directly within eveshol of the Washington
Mormiment.

Photos of the fire unit appeared in newspa-
pers around the country and the world while
traffic backups were reported following the
sightings, Bul now, local residents would be
hurd-pressed to see the Avengers.

Wilbanks would not elaborate on specific
troop numbers, specific capabilities, or
Avenger, Stinger or radar site locations
becnuse of obvious security concems.

Besides the LLS, Arny air defense miszile
operntors and Mew Mexico Ammy National
Ciuard pir defense headquarters decision-
mnkers, Missiszippi Air Matvonal Couand citi-
ren-aitmen with the Gulfpori-based 255th
Air Control Squadron are also providing
high-tech radar, computer and satellite com-
munications support (o the joind opemtion.

A Persinn Gulf War veteran previously serv-
ing in a missile battery for the U5, Army in
1991, Tech. Sgt. Curtis Bounds of Bilowi,
Miss., who now serves as a satellite commu-
nications technician with the 255th took time
off from his busy real estate investment busi-
ness to venture 1o the Washington, [.C,, arca
io belp protect the nation's capital

Alzo, Bounds said his unit's deployment is
proving less taxing than compared 1o the
more demanding environment of Southwest
Agian desens more than a decade ago. Mow,
troops live and work in the cosmopolitan
District of Columbin area

"There is no comporison to this and 10
years ago living out in the middle of the
desent in a foxhobe with the sand blowing all
over, In the desert it was very miscrable ver-
sus- now. We're just living good,” he said
"Back then (during the firsl Persian Gulf
War) | was single, and voung and dumb,
Mow I'm older, I've got & wife and kids so
now | know better.”

The pround-breaking mission the National
Guarnd s providing as part of the nation’s
overnll homeland security mission was rec-
ognized a5 being so critical Lt. Gen. Roger
Schultz, director of the Army Mational
Guard, and Command Sgt. Masj. A. Frank
Lever 111, command sergeant major for the
Army Metlonal Guoard, both in nearby
Arfingion, Ya., recently pawd the capital air
defenders o visit.

Watching air traffic controllers contacting
vanous federal agencies for confirmation on
the identification of several unidentified
small sircrafi flyving in the region, the Army
Mationn]l Guard lesders said they were
impressed with the joimi-military  nature,
complexity and precision of the air-defiense
opcrwtions.

*This is & serious picce of work,” Schulz
said afier meeting with iroops. "You and 1 are
cormying on & tradition in 8 special way what
the Mational Guard represents” the tradition
of the *Minuteman,"

Wilbanks suid the New Mexico Ammy

Mationn] Guard troops |I'I.l:1.'a].|3" continue 1o
uphold the Minuteman spint because they
were aleried, mobilized and deploved on 24-
Tiviers notice.

"With the urgency of this mission, we basi-
cally mobilized in one day., Our unit was
mobilized and out the door very quickly,”
Wilbanks said. "And all the military installa-
tions m and around D.C, have been support-
ing us. They've bent over backwards.”

Lever said the air defense operation, orgs-
nally dubbed "Operation Clear Skies" fil-
lowing u series of successful exercises simu-
lating various air aitack scennriod, is impor-
tant for the Washington, DUC., ares because it
symbolizes the importance of the Guard's
historic homeland defense mission.

Far the National Guard, Lever sad light-
ning-quick response imes are now the norm.

“We may be going right from home station
to deployment,” Lever said. "What's that say
to all of these sergeants 1 see here? We have
o be ready all the time, We're puiting o big
responsibility on our popcommissioned offi-
cers.”

Since being in operation in mid-February,
Wilbanks reported few incursions into
restricted  wirspace around the National
Capital Region, saying only that they detect
and properly react to both large and small
aircraft flying i restrocted amspoce without
previously gaining permission.

"It's mastly boen people who aren't paying
attention to flight instructions and fiying into
area. municipal and regional airports,”
Wilkanks =aid. "Bul we're very confident in
o peaetion tmes and procedures.”

Tens of thousands of federal employees and
LS. military troops would tip their hats in
appreciation for the "low-profile” warmors
protecting the skies over Washington, D.C,

One such soldier, Sgt. 15t Class Kelly
Cyrus, an administrative specialist serving al
the Army National Guard Readiness Center
in Adington, Va., knows the valuable protec-
tipn air defense artillery men and women
provide to the nation since he previously
served 88 a Stinger erewman during o stind m
the LS. Army.

Oy average, the air defense antillery soldier
is the best-informed and fully dimensional
soldier on the conventional battlefield,”
Cyrus said, "I've heard from many malitary
farmilics around the capital region who said
they are extremcly grateful these unsung
Mational CGiunrd citizen-soldiers snd- airmen
are prodecting the entire region.”
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West Virginia Rir National Guard crew drops off cargo in Iraq

By Staff Sgi. Victoria Meyer
485th Alr Expediianary Wing Public Affains

UNIMSCLOSED LOCATION — Aware of
the threats on the ground around Baghdad, a
crew of six C-130 West Virginia Air National
Guard air crew members, who are deployed
1o & desert air base in Southwest Asia, loaded
up their gear Aprl 18 and headed for Irag.

The mission was similar to the ones in the
past bui this felt o litke different to the crew:
It was their first fmp into Baghdad, and it was
& daytime mission,

"There is a higher level of threat because it
is & daytime mission,” Maj. Sea Chavers, the
sircrafl commander, s, "They can see us
from the ground,” Chavers explained.

"But we have been waiting to get indo
Baghdad. For us it is like getting inlo the
gume,” he expressed sbout his crew,

"It was different going into Baghdad
because there was so much going on on the
ground,” said Maj, Bart Cavendish, noviga-
tor, who will miss the birth of his second
child while he is deployed.

This particular erew has been delivering
cargo to mainly remote locations where there
aren't & ot of owns and buildings to sean.
The entire crew constanily scans the area (o
look for threats, and around Baghdad there
were seviernl towns o be awane of.

The crew members said it was great o do
what they were aciually trained for, combat
missions, Even though before they were
deployed they expected to be doing primani-
Iy scheduled theater aidift.

In Desert Storm, the West Virginia C-130s
lew mainly combal suppon missions and
rarcly flew inio the combat area,

S0 far in Operation Iragi Freedom, almaoss
all C-130 sorties have been combal soriies,
Col. Randy K. Jomes said, Jones is the 485th
Ciperntions Group commanider here,

"We triin for combat missions about 90 per-
cent of the time,” Chavers said.

The sin crew membsers not only Iy wgeth-
er, they sleep in the same tent, eat at the same
dining facility, and spend most of their off
time together.

“As soon as Sept. 11 happened, | knew it was inevitable that we

were going to participate in a significant way.

= Maj. Bart Cavendish

"This is better than o debrief because if you
do something wrong, you hear about i for
days,” co-pilot 1st Lt Brian Preece said,
Crews are not changed in a wartime environ-
ment o help establish and maintain consis-
IENEY AMOAE SIRCrews,

"Crews are selected based on expericnce
level and how they well they gel logether,”
Tech. Sgt. Shane Crum, flight engincer, said.

Each member of the crew doesa't have time
to worry aboul what someone else is doing
andl if they are doing it nght. *You need o be
able to depend on them, especially during
combat operations,” Chavers said,

This deployment didn't come as much of a
surprise for this C-130 crew,

"As soon ns Sept. 11 happencd, | knew it
wis inevitable that we were going 1o partici-
pate in a significant way,” Covendish said.

It wosn't o matier of if they got called; it
was o matter of when, The West Virginia
crew was activated March 3 and deployed
March 6.

Some of the crew said that becuuse there
was a tangible peason for the war, it was eas-
ier o put their lives at home on hold.

It 15 easier to accept the sacrifices we all are

making because there 15 a direct correlation
between Sept. 11 and this war," Chavers
said "The war is a result of us getting
aftncked."”
Mot only did the erew drop off valuable
cargo o the troops at the Baghdad Adrport,
but as one young soldier raised a handful of
letters 1o give 1o the loadmaster, there was
unspoken trust that be would send them off
for him,

FROM PAGE 1

Deployed

Officers Associstion in January as the U5,
arrmed forces were gennmg up for Operation
Iraqi Freedom, “They helped defend our
homeland, they helped drive the Taliban
from power, they shul down the temmorist
training camps in Afghanistan, and liberated
mﬁfghﬂﬁ PE"".IﬂE- - i o e

"Mt this moment, Guard and Reserve [mem-
hers] are patrolling streets, scas, and skies
across the globe, disrupting termodst pel-
works and helping 1o prevent them from
killing more invocent men, women and chil-
dren,” Rumsfeld sdded. *"These contributions
have been vital to our suceess thus fir in the
global war on termorism,”

"The National Guard is a balanced force,
I_II]_]n.E been a very substantial portion of our
nation’s strilegic reserve,” Paul McHale,
assistand secretary of Defense for Homeland
Defense,  recently  told  the House
Subcommitice on MNational Security,

"We anticipate that in the vears alvead, thng
overseas war fighting mission will be
retained, but that it may be enhanced by
adfitional homeland defense missions,”

Anyone who thinks otheranse or who won-
ders why need only histen to L Gen. H
Steven Blum, the new, no-nonsense chief of
the National Guard Burcau, who explains
what the Guard s all about in a way that
everyone can undersiand.

"The Nationn] Guard's number ope priofity
is the security and defense of our homeland.
We have a non-pegotinble contract with the
Amernican people to win our nation’s wars,”
Blum has told everyone who has gotten to
know him or heard him speak since the
Undted States Senate confirmed him as the
Cruard Burcaw’s 25th chiel on Apnl 11, That,
he added, means protecting and comfonting
Americans close to their homes and king
the fight 1o enemics far away.

"What's going on in Ireg and Afghanistan
these days is an away game,” Blum main-
tains. And the National Guard, he insists, has

been and will continue to be a dnving force
in the effort to preveni anyone from ever
again bringing "an unscheduled home game™
to the American people as ierrorists in
hijacked jetliners did on Sept. 11, 2001,

"We con no longer count on the protection
of the oceans, We no lenger have the luxury
of tme 10 train our soldiers and airmen to

- Might a-war. We have tobe ready. right now,”

he states.

He also makes it perfectly clear that he
knows it s not a game - like the Yankees
plaving the Red Sox or the Super Bowl,

*This 15 very scrions work we are about,
Wery serious work, at a very, very unique and
wonderful time in the history of our coun-
try,” Blum told several hundred members of
the Guard Bureau's military and civilian staff
in Adtington, Va., on May % "You talk about
relevance? You're living it. You want to go
inte combal? You're there, You've god a
chance o defend your couniry - nght now,

"What you're doing i probably more
meaningful and important now than at any
time since before we were a nation,” he
streszed. "That's ihe lnst time that the
Maotional Guard was as important as it is
today - before we were o nation, when we
didn’t have an army, when the [militia] from
severl states had 1o march to Boston to form
the Continental Ammy for George
Washingion. That was the fimst mohiliza-
ton.”

There have been a lot more since then, and
the numbers clearly support the iden that the
462,000 members of the Army and Air
Mational Guard are ready o be mobilized
and 10 serve within this country as well as
anywhere i the world.,

All told, more than 131,000 taditional
members of the Ammy and Air Guard have
been mobilized to support that war nt home
aned abroad in the last 20 months, Blum told
members of the Senale Appropriations
Subcommittes on Defense on May 7. That,
he added, i in sddition to the Guard's full-
time force of 3500 people whose work-

loads have increased significantly.

Men and women from every Amencan eth-
nic group and nearly every faith, bankers and
teachers and bookkeepers and carpenters
leave their homes o become fghter pilots
and cooks and infaniry soldiers and person-
mel specialists and combat and civil engi-
ECTS.
< Full-timers answer ithe call as members of
32 civil suppori teams certified to check for
chemical, bislogical and radinlogical agents,
the kind that could be delivered by o weapon
of mass destruction.

That's the eross-section of Americans who
have proven eounileis times that they can
stand with their active duty and other reserve
component brothers and sisters o defend this
Innd. Here's what they've been doing during
the wir againsi tenmorism,

"Operation Noble Eagle has mobilized in
excess of 16000 [Army Guoard] soldiers
from 36 states and territories to provide force
protection at varsous Department of Defense
facilitics and at our mation's borders,” Blum
told thve Senate subcommittee.

"Orperation Enduring Freedom has mobs-
lized sbout 16,100 soldiers from 29 stntes
and territories 10 support the global war on
terrorism in Southwest Asia through the LS.
Central Command area of operations,” he
added.

The Air Guard has also eamed its keep,
Blum told the senators.

"As fiscal vear 2002 came to a close, we
bad fown 25 percent of the fighter sorties
[for Enduring Freedom], 31 percent of the
tanker sorties and 27 percent of the airlift
sorties,”™ he saud,

"Adr Mational Guard citizen-airmen are the
backbene of Operation Noble Eagle [ this
country]," Blum added. "By the end of 2002,
we had flown T4 percent of the fighter sor-
ties, 62 percent of the tanker sorties, and 36
percent of the airlift sorties. We maintained
almast 100 percent of the alert sites.”
The Air Guard is aver achieving in a couple
of ways.

P A e,

Forty-four percent of its security force per-
sonnel, for example, are serving on active
duty. So are nearly 30 percent of the people
in intelligence, services, weather and tactical
airlift control elements.

Its F-15 and F-16 fighter wings have been
tasked with 64 percent of Noble Eagle mis-
sions even though the Guard has 31 percent
of the fleel, secording 1o & report from: the
Adr CGunrd’s Readiness Center ot Andrews Ajr
Force Base, Md. The same is true for the
Cuard's KC-135 tanker amd C-130 airlift
Neets, The tankers, that constitute 43 percent
of that Meet, are tasked with 72 percent of the
missions. The C-130s are hauling 67 percent
of the load with 52 percent of the fleel

The Armyy Gruand, meanwhile, has senl sol-
dvers 1o 71 foreign countries since last Oct 1.
It bad also mobilized nearly 68,000 soldiers
by early May. That included more than
46,000 mobilized for the U.S. Central
Command which is responsible for the
actions in Afghanistan and Irag,

The Guard has paid the price for going into
harm's way. Two Army Guard soldiers and
an Air Guardsman have been killed in
Afghanistan during the past 13 months. Maj.
Ciregg Stone from Idabe Air Guard was
killed in Kiuwait duning the first week of
Irngi Freedom. He was the first Air Force
casunlty for that war,

Oihers have been wounded and  mmjured
while serving their country.

Four soldiers with the Pennsylvanin Army
Ciuard's 13 Ist Transportation Company serv-
mg in Iraq were hospitalized afler o picce of
unexploded ordnance blew up in n plastic
foot locker that was located in the units
sleeping temtl. Mone of the injuries were
described as life threatening,

Army National Goard Command Sgt. Maj,
A, Frank Lever Il sadly shook his head
about that imcident and said, "Well, thevie
not in Pennsylvamia.™

The same can be said sbowt a lot of mem-
bers of the National Guard from every single

stafe and termitory, They are deployed,
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Florida medics care for troops |n Kuwait

By Siaff Sgt. Stephen Hudson
Fiarida Mational Guard Public Afairs:

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. = Members of the
Florida Army National Guard's Company A,
lalst Medical Battalion from Camp
Blanding near Starke, Fla., are serving in
Kuwait in support of Operation lragi
Freedom.

During a conference call with statewide
media recently, several unit members were
given an oppanunity to speak 10 the medin
vin satellite phone o ell whar life was like
while deploved.

"Evervone is performing exceptionally
well,® Maj. Amold Leeks, commander of
Company A, said. "Everyone is wosking
hard and we are in 24 bour operations.”

Many of the soldiers put school and civilian
carcers on hold for what could be more than
a year away from family and friends. More
than 90 percent of the unit's members work
full ime in Florida communities and bring
their civilian medical experience 1o their mil-
ilary cancers,

Doe such soldier is Spe. Andres Goguen

Cioguen, a 21-vear-old nursing student at
Santa Fe Community College in Gainesville,
asid that she was gelting great medical expe-
rience from the work she is doing oi Camp
Virginin, Kowait.

"1 miss my family but [am glad 1o be here,”
Goguen said. "It's important that we are all
here.”

The medical sinff has been secing more than
I} patients every day snd most of the
injuries included broken bones, sprained

Phots by Capl. Chasles Mussl, Mational Gussd Bunséy

call at Base Camp Virginia, Kuwait. A Florida National Guard soldier serving with Company A, 161 Area Support Medical
Battalion, she is one of thousands of Army Mational Guard soldiers currently deployed to base camps in Kuwait and
Irag in support of Operation Iragl Freedom.

Dedicated 'Gator Fan’, Spc. Andrea Goguen, from Gainesville, Fla., talks with a soldier with an injured knee during sick

ankles nnd respiraiory problems.

The soldiers said they are treating mostly
American military personnel but were help-
ing with coalition foroes and some [ragi pris-
ONATH o,

The Guard soldiers hove worked well
iogether ond with sctive duty units added
Leeks.

"There are some challenges that we have
here that we don't have back home,” said Lt.
Col. Ronald Renusart, an internist with
Baptist Healthcare System in Ponie Vedra
Beach, Fla. *We are 40 or 50 miles from the
nearcst specialist so 1 have w iry and handie
everything myself. We are also limited in
resourees such as medicines.™

Renuart added that ane of the most gratify-  care in a field environment or a military

ing experiences be has had since arriving in
Kuwait was working with 50 many differem
soldiers that are younger than him and
witching them mature.

The 1615 s an anea swpport unit of dociors,
nurses and medical technicians. with the

capahility to provide immediate emergency

base,

I an injury is more critical than can be han-
dicd at the troop medical ¢limic then they can
be evacuated to larger hospital.

Since carly Janoary the Florida Mational
Guard has mobilized mone than 3,200 people
in support of operations arouwnd the workd,
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National Guard Mandays add up
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History

Always ready, always there

The National Guard in 366 years of Ilnmelaml Defense

By Ms. HEHHEH}"H'M
Hational Guard Biurams Historian

ARLINGTON, Va, — September 11, 2001,
Like Pearl Harbor nearly 60 vears before,
Americans old enough to comprehend o
taddio or television broadcast will probably
never forget the moment when they saw the
first horrific images of the termorist attacks
on Mew York City and the Pentagon.

But as people all' over the world gathered
arcund satellite images of death and destruc-
tion, & small group of citizens in and around
Mew York apd Wishington had no time for
tclevision, Even before the twin towers fell,
ond with phone communications down,
Guardmembers from New York City units
were rushing to their armaories (which them-
selves became crisis cenders in for relatives
desperately searching for the missing). They
knew that when disaster struck, they would
be needed.

As these Ammy Guard members began o

British raid. Like the Guardmembers of
911, they didn't wait for orders,

Local nnd regional defiense was a large part
of the militia’s role in the Revolutionary War.
especially in frontier tegions. [n North
Carolina, militia officer William Lenoir was
called om repeatedly to defend against
Indians, put down local Tories, and reinforce
the Continental Army. "l slept with my wife
on one side and my rifle on the other,” was
Lenoir's description of his war years.

The "second war of American independ-
ence,” 0§ the War of 1812 15 sometimes
called, was charactenized by large militia
call-ups 1o protect consts and walerways
from invasion by Britain's Roval Navy, but
victory ended the threat of foreign invasion.
The nation's attention temed westward, as
Americans broughi the militn irsdition to
new lerritonies and states. As long 03 Native
American tribes contested the new setile-
mients, community defense remained a key
militia role, just as it was during the Civil

(Abova) New York Air Guardsmaen dash for their F-94B aireraft in 1Ht Tlm Air
Guard's Runway Alert Program represants the real beginnings of the post-
Vietnam Total Force Policy. (Below) Mational Guard Field Artillery in the
Southwest, 1916. Following 9/11, Guardmembers would again halp police the

nation's borders.

from D.C., Massachusetts, and North Dakota
were in the air over New York City and
Washington, ready to intercept other
hijacked planes. By the end of the day, these
men and women would be joined by thou-
sands of Guard members from Connecticut,
D.C, and New Jersey called up to deal with
this unprecedented crisis. The National
Guard was the U.S military’s "first respon-
der” i the most damaging foreign attack
against U5, soil in history, and its role on
W11 cpitomizes the role the Guard has
played in homeland defense since colonial
days,

It was Mative Americans defending thelr
homeland who were the military threat when
the English and Spanish colonics were
founded, and with few Furopean soldiers
present, il was citizen/soldiers of the militia
who defended isolated European settlements
from anack. By the time the British Army
arrived in New England to enforce unpopu-
lar tax lwws, the coloninl militing had evalved
into a homegrown but sophisticated military
system. In the late 17th century the New
Englanders had polled special “marching
forces® from the militia for long-term opera-
tions against the French and their Indian
alligs,  In the 17705, "Minuemen” were
recruited from the militia to be "first respon-
ders.® At Concord Bridge in April 1775, the
Minutemen wene joined by thousands of
militia from the surrounding townships, who
mustered in the middle of the night 10 march
to Concord as soon as news arrived of the

Wr years,

Fallowing the Civil Wr, focus shifted back
to the longer-settled parts of the nation, as
state militing in the industrializing Northeast
and Midwest were reorganized o face a dif-
ferent kind of foreign threat: "rmdical” lnbor
arganizers who led large and sometimes vio-
lent profests apgninst developing American
industry. The huge waves of past-Civil War
immigranis, increasingly  non-Morthem
European in orgin, frightened many “old
Americans." With few' city or siate police
forces, the militia, now increasingly called
the Wational Guard, was the only organized
fiorce available to a governor or mayor trying
Iy maintain order. Some historians note that
the monumental and imposing  stone
armories built fior the National Guard in
vears between 1575-1915 look like casiles
for & redson: they were built to withstand the
assault of poor and exploited urban laborers.

But putting down strikes was not popular
duty with Guardsmen, who had long wanted
an increased role ns o reserve for the Army.
In 1903 and 1916, legislation mandating
exactly that was passed, just in time for the
Cuand’s largest-ever homeland defense mis-
300,

In March of 1916 the Mexican bandit/revi-
lutionary Pancho Villa mided the town of
Columbos, N.M., killing 17 Americans and
wounding scores. The govemnors of Texas,
Arizona, and New Mexico quickly called up
their National Guards, and President
Woodrow Wilson followed by calling up
almost the entire National Guard, 158,664

Some Cuard units were still ﬂ::m when the
L5, entered World War 1 in April, 1917,

With the entire National Guard called into
Federal service, the states arganized volun-
leer units, usually called "state guards.” to
take over the Guard's regional security mis-
sions. These omganizations were revived dur-
ing World War I, and in both wars were
overseen by the Militia Bureau (now the
National Guard Buremu). Today, 2| stees
hove volunteer units which are affiliated
with the State Guard Association of the
United States, and these organizations are
receiving more atlention since the Guard's
poat-911 Federal call-ups have increased 5o
dramatically,

Afier World Whar 11, a new Reserve
Component, the Air Motiopal Guard, took the
lead in the Guard's homeland security role.
In 1953, the Runway Alert mission gave the
Air Guord part of the nation's air defense
mission, and by 199] all the Air Force fight-
er-inferceplor squadrons were from the Alr

ﬁ:m squadrons scrambled over Mew York
and Whashington on 911 were from the
National Guard.

The events of Seplember 200 brought tens
of thousands of Army and Air Guard person-
nel imo active service to deal with the threat
of terrorism. Using civilian passenger mir-
lines as weapons represented o new threat,
but the Guards great strength has always
been its ability 10 adopt quickly, as the suc-
cessful airpon security mission proved,
Cuardmembers in their own states and com-
munitics moved quickly o provide armed
security for the nation®s air trovelers, some
on duty within hours of President Bush's
phone call to their governors.

An advertising campaign in the 19803
described the National Guard as “always
ready, always there." The Guard's role in
defending the homeland since September
2001, while st the same time deploving over-
seas 10 fight terrorists on their home ground,
proves that "always ready, always there™ is
truer than ever,
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Operation Enduring Love:

Guard couple renew their vows after 17

By Master SgL. Deb Smith
410th Alr Expeditionary Wing

OPERATION TRAGQ]I FREEDOM
Beneath o dust eolored tent  somewhere in
the middie of Southwest Asia, two hearts
became onc-again. And it all begon on
windy afternoon, just afier the war i Irag,
when Colorado Guard members Tech. Sgr.
Palmyer Tumer and Senior Avman Deborah
Tumer donned their best desert camouflage
and renewed the vows they made some 17
YEArs ago.

Whilke it msay mot be onusual fo hear of mil-
itary couples rushing to the aliar shortly
before leaving on deployment, the Tumers
mekmit that it is & bit different for a couple 1o
wail until afier they've deploved 1o tie the
knot, even if it ks for the secomnd time.

Bul Tech, Sgt. Tumer, says it was far more
than just a little post deployment prank that
drew them down the aisle once again, It was
the culmination of a special closeness the
two lhave shared since they met, and the
unusyudl opportunity io be deploved together
in the same combat onc.

"With four children, we've nol really lad a
lot of time together for years-you know, just
the o of ws,” sald Tumer "So it's actually
kind of funny, now that we're thousands of
miles away from the house and the kids, tha
we have 1o sleep in separde quarers more
than a quarter of a mile apan®

But in spite of the mere meters  between
them, the avionics back shop technician and
supply specialist have found ways (o stay
close including dining and doing Laundry
together when possible,

"I've also been keepmg o journal over the
past 2 months we've been here and just
reflecting on how much weve been through
b really helped me realiee how much [ miss
her, and want to be with her,” said Tumer.

But he quickly added that the idea of renew-
ing their vows came shortly afier their armival
in country-on the same day, but on separte
aircrafl,

"This really was all her idea,” he said,
" & fler we were called io active duty, we both
anticipated celebrating our anniversary in
theater, but as the war began o wind down,
and personnel began to redeploy, we had an
opportunity o think about what we've been
throagh and ngreed this would be & very spe-
cial place (o say 'l do' apain.”

So they dud,

In & small, intimate ceremony, on the 26th
af April, in the Mew Tent City Chapel, Ch.
Major Muark Bames, 410th AEW Wing
Chaplain, propounced the Tumers man and
wife all over again,

The bride said, for ber, the toughest part of
the whole event was the stress of having her
entire chain of command present. However,
the groom said the part that made it tough for
hirm was the fact he had just been relieved of
his trash detail.

"We've really endured a Jot,” said Senior
Adrman Tumer, who was recruited into the
Colorsdo Al National Guard by ber hus-
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band. "What more could a couple possibly
o throogh than (o ke thrown info a war aone
i ther "

“You know 17 years ago, we stood befors
the pastor of the Aurora First Presbyterian
Church as equals,” reflected tech, Szt
Turmer. “And we've pretty much remained
equals throughout mosi of our marmied life.

But his time it's different. We're older, we've
been though a lot more. But looking a1 my
shoulder this time, 1'm thinking | finally out-
rank her

The Tumers reside in the Denver anea and
are members of the 140th Wing, Colorado
Air Mational Guard Buckley Air Force Base
Caolorado,

years

Phota try Master Sgb. Deb Smilh

{Above) Their unexpected “quiet
tima™ together reminded Tech. Sgt
Palmer Turner and Senior Alrman
Deborah Turner of the reasons they
married in the first place and the cou-
ple seized the opportunity to renew
their wvows while supporting
Operation Iragi Freadom. Here they
are |oined by honor attendantis
Senlor Master Sgt. Annadele
Kenderes {left) and Staff Sgt. Sean
Seeley (right). Ch. Major Mark
Barnes, 410th AEW Wing Chaplain
officiates. (left) After 17 years of mar-
riage and 4 children, Colorado Guard
members Senlor Alrman Deborah
Turner and Tech. Sergeant Palmer
Turner now assigned to the 410th Air
Expeditionary Wing, found them-
solves finally "alone™ while deployed
at an undisclosed location in
Southwast Asia,




