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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Buseau

ARLINGTON, Va. - Nearly two times as many members of the
Wational Guard mobilized for the Persian Gulf War a dozen years ago
were participating or were primed to take pant in the war against ter-
rorism as allied forces surged deeper indo Iraq during the fourth
weekend in March,

More than 141,000 members of the Army and Air Mationg] Guied
had been mobilized or placed on alert or identified for possitle mobi-
lization by March 24, five days afler Operation Iragi Freedom began,
the National Guard Bureau reported. That is about 30 percent of the
MNational Guard's todal force.

All told, more than 96,500 Guard troops have already been mobi-
lized 1o help wage the war against termorists in countries such as
Afghanistan and in Iraq where President Saddam Hussein is believed
1o be hiding weapons of mass destruction. More than 78,000 Ammy
Guard soldiers and 13,000 Air Guard members have been mobilized,

That's over 20,000 more Army and Air Guard personnel that were
iriohilized for Diesert Shield and Desert Storm duty in 1990-91.

President Georpe Bush, o former fighter pilot with the Texus Air
4 Mational Guard, announced the start of military operstions "1o disarm

g, 10 free it people nand 1o defend the witld froin gravie danger™
o March 19,

The operation started with a surprise surgical strike against Iragi
leaders in Baghdad and “targets of military importance” that oight. Tt
has been escalafed as U5, and British forces have surged across the
southern border and toward northern Irsq and as governmeni iargeds
in the Iragi capital have been hit with numercus air stnkes.

Iduho Atr Guard Maj. Gregory Stone became the National Guard's
first fatality cduring the war with Ireg. He died on March 25 from
injuries he received in Kuwait as the result of o grenade attack on his
tent on March 23, according o Li. Col. Tim Marsano, a spokesmin
for the Idaho Adr Giuard,

Stone was the second serviceman fo die from the grensde abiack
blamed on a U.5. Army scrgeant. Stone was serving as an air lizison
officer with the 101st Airbome Division at Camp Pennsylvonia in
northern Kuwait when the stinck on his guaners fook plece, Marsano
explained.

“The 4,400 members of the Idaho Army National Guard and the
ldaho Air Nationn] Guard now mourn the loss of a brother in arms
and wish 1o express their condolences to Maj. Stonc's family and to
others I boved.”™ said Maj. Gen. John Kane, the Idaho adjutant gen-
. eral.

Pholo by Siall S5t Gary Hicks, Ediler Distriet of Columbia Air Mational Guord Maj. Charles Moose, who
Puerto Rico Army National Guardsmen Spc. Daniel Garcia of the 892nd Engineer Company  commands the |13th Security Forces Squadron at Andrews Air Foree
is one of more than 141,000 National Guard Troops supporting the war on terrorism. Garcia

and his unit were mobilized last month to deploy to an undisclosed location. See TROOPS On Page 14
Fire Distance Duty
Fire destroys Guardsmen go the | Florida Guardsmen
exchange, troops extramilein | endure intense
rebuaild marathon training
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Protect yourself and your loved ones in the event of terrorist attacks

On Guard Staff Repori

The events of September 11th and the
numerous anthrax atiacks that immediately
fallowed opensd America’s eyes to the reali-
ty of terrorism. In a matter of minutes, the
ihought of domestic terrorism moved from
the backbumer of America's conscience o
ihe forefront of our reality,

The threat is real and the consequences can
be devastating.

As a military force, we are well trmined and
preparcd to deal with situations such as a
nuclear, chemical or biological attack, but
are you prepared as o civilian®

Owver the next several months, The On
Guard will help you become better prepaned
for such an evend by publishing tips and
other helpful resources, Our goal 1% to pro-
vide you with the best possible information
s0 you may better protect yourself and your
loved ones.

The information provided will be denved
from numenous govemnment agencies inchud-
ing: Department of Homeland Defense,
Depariment of Justice, Federal Emergency
Muanagement Agency and The Amencan Red
Ciass 1o name a few,

Keeping things ss simple as possible, we
will attemnpt 1o break each article down into
ensy-to-read and easy-to-remember zections
beginning with the Office of Homeland
Security’s Terroriam Advigory Sysiem index
in this izzwe.

The terrorism threat index was designed 1o
inform the sverage American about the prof-
ability of & terrorist attack, The index is sim-
ilar 1o what we eall "“THREATOONS or
Threai Condition; however, the two are not
interchangeable,

Where THREATCON levels dictate force
protection measures, the Termorism Threat
Index only predicts the likelibeod of an
atteck. I is up to you, as o citizen, io deter-
ming your personal protection fevel.

(et a jump on being prepared by referenc- g -
ing the following WebPages and by kecping —
i list of helpful local telephone numbsers in
sdditions to the ones listed below: GUARDED
FEMA BO0-480-2 520 wana femp pov
Mational Response Center 800-424-8802
Red Cross woaww redoross org
L5, Departmeni of Health and Human
Services www hhs. gov
FBI Operations Center wyww. bl govlermor-
infed s |

sl LYY YLIL Ecl IEVElS
Know your threat levels

SEVERE

HIGH

LOW

GUARDTOONS
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g In the News

PX reonens days after destructive fire

By Spc. Jim Wagner
109th Maobde Public Affirs Detachment

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — The tempo-
rary Post Exchange re-opencd for business
with its regular hours of operations just three
days after a fire rawed the original,

Located in Kandohar Kafie near the terminal
building, the hours of operation for the PX
are froo (800 o 1700 Zubs.

The PX reopencd the following Sunday at
noon for soldiers, acconding to Army and Air
Foree Exchanpe Service officials, 1o pur-
chase essential items. Also open for business
is the barbershop and gift shop that were also
destroyed in the blaze.

Plans are already in the works for a new
PX, locaied just yards from the site of the
previous one. Officials expect the project to
be completed in the next seven to eight
wieeks,

The blaze completely destroved the FX, bar-
bershop, gift and coffee shop and the person-
al living quaniers of 25 AAFES employees.
Also damaped was the Morale, Welfare md
Recreation compuier, mavic and telephone
temts:

The cause of the fire remains under investi-
gation. The PX was a compleie loss becmise
Adr Force fire fighters were more concemed
about preventing the fire from reaching a
diesel fuel bladkder and other critical build-
ings.

Fierce winds, measured ai 26 mph a1 the
time of the fire, and the confined space
around the PX compound made saving any
part of the building difficult. The fire contin-

U5, Armyy photo by 18t LL Cory Anged

Firefighters water down the smoldering remains of the Kandahar PX. The damage is expected to exceed well over $1
million.

ued 1o smlder throughoui the night. er. "We ol there s there was diebris, ash, A quick nrmaround time in opening the

“We went 1o the back and the wind was  pifch black smoke and my eyes were buming  temporary PX, said Paula Gunderson,
blowing towards us." said Airman Ist Class  even with my mask on. My belmet siaried AAFES director in Kandahar, was nocessary.
Charvis Kali Gordan, an Air Force frefight-  buming up a lintle bit so 1 knew it was hot.” "When the soldicrs see the PX destroved, it

really hurts their morale,” she said.

Sy S~ The fire, which took five water trucks, bull-

Patrick Platt,  gozers and 20 firefighters o contain,

left, and Sgt.  destroved 90 percent of AAFES food at the

Shawn Mills base as well as all its stock on the shelves.
The damape, sccording to Scolt Curran,

ok tha 221t AAFES field accountant, is well over $1 mil-

Engineer lion by conservative cstimates,

Company, Curran, like the olther 24 AAFES employ-

construct ees, lost everything in the blaze - from cloth-

ahatves for ing and his bed to imeplaceable items like

DVDs and photographs, he sud.  The employees are
stnying in temporary lodging. and officials at

books atthe A AFES headquarters are currently looking at

temporany reimbursing employecs’ losses,

PX. But despite personnl losses, Curran and
other employees concentrafed first on gettimg
the temporry PX open for business, "Chir
primary mission is fo take care of the sol-
diers.” he said,

The opening wouldn't have been possible,
he said, without the unasked-for aid of the
527th Engineer Company, an Army National
Ciuard unit of Ruston, La.

"1 don't think there's ever been a question of
not helping (rebuild the PX)." said Spr. 1st

U8, Ay Class Ben Pipes, 527th Engineer Co, platoon
r— sergeant, "Everyone wants (o see the PX
Spc. im Wagner  reopen.”
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It's not just a job, it's a family tradition

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bunanii

VALDEZ, Alaska — Benjamin Miyasato is
a banker by profession and a scout by family
trachition.

He lives in Nome, Alaska, where he has
mst recently worked as a loan officer for the
Wells Fargo Bank. He is also a scrgeant in
the Alaskn Army Mational Guard’s 207th
Infantry Group, commonly called “the
scouts.” This group is renowned as Alaskn's
original "arctic warmors.”

He is following in his grendfather's World
War 11 footsteps, maintiined Miyasato on
cold and windy March day here, where his
company from Juneay was honing its skills
in homeland security and where the Alasks
Pipeline ends at Prince Willinm Sound on
Alaska's southern coast

About 1,100 Alaskan scouts provided most
of the ground force for Northern Edge 2003
during their two weeks of annual training
this manth.

Morthem Edge, which concluded March 14,
i3 the siate’s premigr joint IFaining exercise.
This year, it included about 1,600 members
of all of the miliary services amd 1 focused
on homelind security.

It iz no secret that the B00-mile pipeline
could be a templing target for termorisis
determined to stop the flow of oil, Alaska's
black gold, from the rich ficlds of Prudhoe
Bay off the northern coast.

Many of these citizen-soldier scouts have
been iraining hard should they be ordered 1o
help civil authorities keep that from happen-
ing.

"Our new governos, Frank Murkowski,

believes in a strong scout presence in rural
Alaska. That's one of his priontics,” said
Maj. Michael Haller, spokesman for the
Alaska National Guard.

The scouts perpetuate two of Alaska's mil-
itary traditions. They trmin in face and hinger-
freezing cobd. They train 1o wabch over their
homeland.

They are lightly armed with rifles and auto-
miatic weapons, and they have Bo mortars o
other indirect fire weapons for prolonged
fighting. They can function as military
police, while manning roadblocks or ax dis-
mounted infantry while patrolling the bush
and looking for enemy activities.

The 207th's 1,500 or o infaniry scouls
come together most years from cities and
remote villages across Alaska, from 76 dif-
ferent detschments, fo train in what can be
harsh winter weather,

They are a cross section and blend of
Alaska's diverse people, including the
Inupiag and Yupik Eskimos, Tlingit, Haida
and Tsimshian Indians, and Aleuts, as well as
Caucaziang, Filipino Americans, African
Americans and Pacific [slanders.

They focus on protecting their state as theer
fathers and grandfathers — and mothers and
grandmothers — have done since World War
I, said Col. Denmis Kline, the group's deputy
commander,

The legocy bepan with the Alaska
Terntorial Cuard. Teams of four or five
of those soldiers were the militnry's eyes and
ears along the state’s 4,000-mile coastling
when the Japanese gained a tochold m the
Aleutian [slands and threatemed 1o invade
that part of America some 60 vears ago.

The scous, who hecame part of the Ammy

Phictos by Masser Sq Bob Haskell, Nafional GlUard Bunedel

Alaska Army National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Robert Shaw, a scout leader in the
207th Infantry Group, seeks information from a snowmobile rider at Relief Gate
Valve 125 along the Alaska Pipeline during a Northern Edge 2003 training sce-

nmario in Mareh.
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Mational Guard, did essentially the spme job
during the Cold War, when the enemy was
the Soviel Union jusi scross the Bering
Strmit, Klinc added.

*They fanned oul across the tundm and the
mountains, They couldn't defend anything,
but they could sure pass along information,”
Spi. st Class Russell Beal explained with a
gense of admiration.

All of that changed beginning in the carly
195, after the Warsaw Pact fell apart and
when the United States and Russia forged a
meore friendly relstionship.

Now the scouts train to perform critical sile
sectrity 1o protect the state’s pipeline and
power plants from terrorists. Although some
of the veteran scouls expluined that the tac-
tics have changed. the mission is still to safe-
guard Alaska.

“My grandfather was Pfc. Charlie David,
He was & full-blooded Yupik Eskimoe, and
what be did during World War 11 was defi-
pHely personal,” sasd Mivasato. "He was
defending his family, his home and his way
of life."

Pyt Daved Lived in a villnge on the Lower
Kuskokwim River near the city of Bethel and
patrofled that southwestern region of the
state during the war, Miyasato recalled.

“My grandfather was very proud of what he
did,” said Mivasato, who is not the only one
carrying on that family tradition. His uncle,
Master Sgi. Kenneth David, Charlie David's
som, is @ 2cout in the 2nd Battalion.

"We also have a personal connection with
our people and ploces that we don't want
destroyed in time of war," Miyasaio sdded.

This war against terrorism, however, is dif-
ferent from any other war this country has so
actively waged. The scouts have been train-
ing since 1996, officials said, o provide the
kind of critical site security that became very
important after terrorists crashed  four
hijacked jetliners. into the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon and o field in
Pennsyivanis on Sept. 11, 2001,

*This is what scouts do since Sept. 11.” =aid
Beal about the fact that the scouls were pre-
pared for the nght mission at the right time
and keep tmining 1o get better.

This year, for example, nearly 90 members
of Company A from the infantry group’s 3rd
hattalion manned two checkpoints on the

Alaska Army
National Guard
Pfc. Thomas
Skeek, a scout

in the 207th
Infantry Group,

is dressed for

the bitter cold

| whila manning a
traffic check-

point near the
Alaska Pipeline
terminal beside
Princa Willkam
Sound during
MNorthern Edge
2003.

road leading to the pipeling's southem termi-
nal, The scouls from the Junean umit also
patrolled the southern most 10-mile buried
stretch of the pipeline on foot and in tracked
snow machines during the exercise.

They deali with a several scenanios. They
searched designated wehicles for weapons.
They sought information from people nding
snowmobiles along the pipeline. Une fcam
collared a young woman, who pulled in to a
checkpoint claiming that she needed to usc a

restroom and then Bolied away from her
escort while yelling “Praise Saddam.”

"They will have to deal with females. *
i & good jol, " priised Sg 181 Class Hnﬁ

Brown, an observer-controller from the
active Army's 196th Infantry Brigade in
Ciugm.

Third Battalion scouts also detained four
mien pretending to be Turks who had maps of
Valdezr and the terminal, two rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, a bomb, and many other
weapons in a sport utility vehicle during the
exercise. State police troopers arresied the
men because they were believed 1o be mem-
bers of an al-Oasda terrorist cell attempting
to Blow up the pipeline,

Meanwhile, 100 scouts from the 2Znd
Battalion trained in the same types of securn-
tv missions with police officers around the
Beluga Power Plant that supplies Anchorage
with electricity and thot is considéred one of
Alaska's key power grids.

Frigid, hurricane force winds hammered the
south-central part of the siate around
Anchorage and Valder on March 13-14, the
Wednesday and Thursday of the first week.
The winds grounded the Guard's helicopters
for a couple of days, but the training for the

SOOUTs wonl (o,

"l sure would be nice to have a wanm anmis-
al training. but we've goi to truin like this,”
insisted Sgt. 1st Class Robert Shaw, a tradi-
tional Guard soldier from Juneau, who hos
been o Marine and a Special Forces soldier
during his 27 vears in uniform. “This
pipeline is a vital position. If we go 1o war,
we could come right back here 10 do this
mission.”

Brig. Gen, Craig Christensen commands
Alaska's infantry scouts. He is also the assis-
tant wdjutant general for the Alaska Armmy
Ciuand,
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bureay

VALDEZ, Alaska — After 12 years of try-
ing, Ist Lt Mike Jones has finally made the
big move to Alaska. He is, furthermore,
downright delighted about his move from the
relative warmth of South Caroling to the vast
state that is still locked in winter.

*The lore is Alaska, [i's still the great oui-
doors,” said Jones on a brntally cold March
Wednesday beside Prince William Sound
about why he has tried for 20 long to get 1o
where he can savor the greal American out-
doors,

*There's the hunting, the fishing and the fly-
ing. I'm a pilot, so [ want to do some bash
flying.” said Jones, who is the National
Cuard's alier epo to Joel Fleischman, the
young doctor on the television series
"Northern Exposure,” who did not exactly
embrace his new Alaskan home.

Jones, 32, is also & medical man, a physi-
cian's assistant. He was working in South
Carolina, when the National Guard gave him
his chance fo go nomb. He underwent an
extreme climatic adjustment to join the
Alaska National Guard's 103ed Civil Suppore
Team in time to take part in Northern Edge
20413 during the second week of March,

Northern Edge is the state's premier joint
training exercise, which this year included
about 1,600 members of all of the military
services and focused-on homelmmd seouriiv.

It wias & balmy 70 degrees in South Caroling
on March 4, when Jones flew off to his new
home in Anchorage, where the 22-member
civil support team is based at Fort
Richsrdson.

It was well below #ero, becanse of an icy
gale and gusts of 40 to 50 knots, nine days
lnter the team that is trained to respond o
emergencies imvolving biological, chemical
or radiological weapons of mass destruction
began taking part in the exercise.

The team commanded by Alr Guard Maj.
Brett Meyer ook on two iraining missions
on March 12:

b Three of the members, wearing bulky
profective suits and air tanks, examined and
retneved a brief case believed to contain a
dangerous biological device after police offi-
cers discovered it in the bold of the Banleu,
ane of the Alaska Manne Highway's large
ferries, at the Valder 1erminal,

¥ Three more memibers later went aboard
i secure a can of spray that was discharging
its contenis inside o men's room. Other mem-
bers of the team then checked the residue
from the two devices 1o determine if the con-
tcnts would harm other police officers and
emergency people called to the scene,

Jones's job in the terminal building was io
monitor the blood pressure and other vital
signs of the six men who did their jobs in the
suits, that made them look like they were
walking on the moon and thal made them
sound like Darth Vader,

It was a good day to be inside, The majes-
e Chugach Mountnns that surround ihe
compact city al the southem end of the
Alaska Pipeline were wrapped i winter
white, and snow was billowing from every

Photos. by Masier S5l Bob Haskedl, Naticnal Gieard Burssu

{Above) A member of the Alaska National Guard's 103rd Civil Support Team wraps up a briefcase carrying a suspect-
ed biological device during a Northern Edge 2003 training exercise aboard the Alaskan ferry Bartlett in March. (Below)
Army National Guard 1st Lt. Mike Jones, a physiclans assistant, examines one of his new teammates on the Alaska

National Guard's 103rd Civil Support Team during a training exercise in Valdez in March.

peak. Jones saw and felt for himsell why the
place is called "Linle Switrerland,”

And he knew that the circuitous route he
had followed to Alasks had been worth the
eifor.

"The Mavy wouldn't send me” said the
Georgit-born Jones, who served for six years
s a medical corpsman in San Diego, Calif,
"Then [ asked the Army if they would send
me up bere, but they wouldn't give me a
guarantee, So, | got here by joining the
Guard.”

That also toeok some doing.

First, he joined the Georgia Army Guard.
Then he was selected for the Army's phiysi-
cians aszisient program and trained for o
vears @i Fort Sam Houston and Fort Hood,
both m Texas.

That led to his job as the physicians assis-
tant with the South Caroline Guard™s newly
formed 43rd Civil Support Team based at
Fort Jackson. He got his break two years
lster, Jomes explained, when the physician's
assistant lefi the Alaska team and be got the

job,

It is not uncommon for veteran members of
the Guard's first two groups of civil support
teams 1o join new leams in order to be pro-
moted and to share their experience.

"That happens quite o lot in the Jower 48
sintes,” he said. *Ii% a lot befier 1o have some
experienced people on a new team than it is
for all 22 people 1o start from scratch,™

The Alnska team is considered a plum
assignment because it's in Alaska and it's
team is s0 highly regarded. The 103rd passed
its fifth Army evaluntion with flying colors
in Anchorage in February 2002 and was oer-
tified by the Office of the Secretary of
Defense the following month.

"It was a go, no-go grading system,” saud
Army Guard Lt. Col, Bradley Jorgensen, the
team’s first commander, "and they received
go's in all tasks and subtasks, which equated
to a todal of 530 tasks.”

Jones knew that was quite an accomplish-
ment and he was happy 10 leamn he could be

the team's physicians assistant for the mext
three years, But he had never seen Alnska
even though he'd spent a doxen years trying
to get there,

S0, he visited the state for a week lnst
January,

"I had to check it out before | made the big
move,” said Jones, who quickly fell in love
with the place. "It's all that they said it is and

more.”
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NASCAR's Bodine visits recmmring troops

By Staff Sgt. Gail Braymen
Matsanal Guard Bumsau

WASHINGTON, D.C. = NASCAR drver Todd Bodimne
wen! to the hospital here this week, He didn® go to sce o
dosctar, bul he did have an appointment with seveml
patients,

Bodine, who drives National Guard car 34 in the
Winston Cup Serics, went 10 Waller Read Army Medical
Center 1o visil Army National Guard soldiers and other
LIS, troops being treuted there.

"This is great!™ said Stafl Sgr. Michael McNsughton, a
Louisiana Army National Guard Special Forces soldier
who lost much of his right leg and two fngers of his right
hand to a land mine in Afghanistan, "1 was saying it would
be nice for somebody from NASCAR (o come, and here
VO are,

"1 love NASCAR, and ['ve goten my wife mio it,” he
said. "On Sopturdays we wolch Busch (Seres) and on
Sundays we watch Winston (Cup Series).

"We watched the Atlania race last Saiurday, and when |
heard you coming here, [ 10ld my wife 'l hove a few tips
for him about pit stops.™

MecNaughton said the first mce he waiched after having
surgery on his leg was the Daytona 500,

"1 ket flipping on my shde in bed, orving to cheer,™ he
s,

In each room Bodine visited m the hospital, he gave
awny autogrphed car 54 stickers, hats, T-shirts and denim
ahirts.

"I'm going to put a car 54 sticker on my leg.” said
McMmghton, pointing to the slock, state-of-the-ant artifi-
cial limb standing next to the bed, McNaughton said he's

Phaios by Siafl Sgt. Gad Braymaen, National Guard Buresy
NASCAR driver Todd Bodine (right) talks with Louisiana Army National Guard Speclal Forces Staff
Sgt. Michael McNaughton and his wife, Kim, at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C._
Bodine drives Mational Guard car 54 In the NASCAR Winston Cup Serles. (Below) A cameraman
videotapes Bodine and McNaughton as they walk through the halls of the Walter Reed Army Madical

doing well with his new leg and is looking forward 10
going for a run with President Bush. who visited the hos-
pital recently and invited McNaughton to go mnning
when he's able.

Bodine had an invitation, too.

*¥ou go running with him," he said, "You go riding with
e,

In tha next room Bodine visited was another NASCAR
fam.

"How's your car running?” asked Sgi st Class Scoti
Barkalow, an active duty Special Forces soldier who lost
one leg below the knee, While talking engines, Bodine
signed a T-shirt and hat for Barkalow.

"This means o lod, Mr, Bodine,™ Barkalow said, "My son
is B vears old and he'll love this right here. He's into
MASCAR, and he loves watching the cars go ‘round and
I“md.“

Active duty Army Sgt. Nathanicl Tasch also appreciated
his new car 54 duds.

*Hopefully I'm just here o shon while, and 'm short on
civilian clothes,” he smd: "I'm getting out Friday, and I'm
poing o take some leave and see my folks.”

Ot in the hospital hallway, Bodine stopped 10 talk with
Staff Sgt. Burt Aderholt, an Alabama Army National
Guard Special Forces soldier who is on crutches after suf-
fering a gunshot wound to his right ankle. Bodine wanted
to know if the Alshama native had ever been 1o the stabe's
famows Talladega Superspeedway.

Aderholt laughed. "If vou're from Alabama and you
haven't been to Talladega,”™ he said, "they need to check
your citizenship.®

Bodine's lnst appointment at Walter Reed was with
Virginia Army National Guard Spe, Crystal Temrell-

Center.
Young, who suffered extensive injuries in a vehicle acci-
dent in Bosnia, She's another big NASCAR fan,

*I got hooked on the races over in Bosnin," she said.

The right side of Terrell-Young's body has healed rupid-
ly since the accident, but she doesnt yet have use of her
left leg.

"I've got to get this side strong, so when | get to the races
I ¢an jump up and down,” she said. "If you see a Mational
Guard flag waving up in the stands; it'll be me, But don't
look up oo quick,” she cautioned Bodine, "because | don’t
want yoo 10 crash.”

Good advice for Bodine, who would leave D.C. thut
evening and be back im the drivers seal in Darlington,
5.C. the next moming for the Busch Series mace on driv-
ing car No. 92, and the Winston Cup Series race the next
next day.

“I's & once in a lifetime experience to go 1o the hospital
wid see the soldiers and thank them, and see their courage
and conviction,” Bodine said. “[t's pretty outstanding that
our country is in the hands of young men and women like
that."

Lynn Bodine joined her husband on the DUC. visit, which
inchuded a tour of the Pentagon and a stop at the Anmy
National Guard Readiness Center in Arfington.

"It's pretty much an eye-opening expericnce,” she said.
Mot everybody gets to see how things are done here. It
wns very educational to visit the Pentagon and see how
Mational Ciuand members sacrifice 50 we can live m our
counin.”

*1 appreciate the opportunity 1o represent the National
Gard,™ Bodine gaid, and Lynn added, "It menns a kot 1o
us and our whale race team.”
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State Partnership Program: 10 years of working together

By Walter H. Debany
Maficnal Guand Bureau Pubc Aftnirs

WASHINGTON, DUC. — When President
Ronald Reagan stood before an audience i
West Berlin and challenged the Soviet Ulnbon
to tear down the Berlin Wall, nobody really
expecied them o comply. Then, stunned by
the Wall's destruction, the re-unification of
the twoe Germanys and the collapse of the
“Evil Empire,” U5, military planners seram-
bled o develop a new military strategy
designed to support LLS foreign policy objec-
tives in a vastly changed world.

What followed, was o Mational Secunty
Strategy mandate 1o shape the intemational
sccurity environment by - strengthening
cmerging nations, promoting democracy,
fostering prosperity, and enhancing security.,
Through strategic engagement programs like
the Matiopal Guard's State Parnership
Program, the United States sought 1o work
with countries in order o prevent and deter
wars rather than having (o fight them.

in the early 19905 o majority of the nations
in the world were either lledgling democra-
cies or unstable governments. The potential
for war and conflict had never been grepier.

Gienerally speaking, nations that have stable
governments, strong coonomics aid profes-
siopal militaries develop inlo prosperous
democracies. Consequently, nations with
caorrupt governments, failing sconomies and
self-serving militaries often devolve into
chaos and conilict, thus-destohilizing entire
TEEions.

In the spring of 1993, the governments of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, newly frec of
Soviet domination, sought assistance in
developing 2 national military structure
based upon the Mational Cuand’s model of
part-time military force thot could be used in
domestic, a5 well as, national emergencies,
The U5, Mational Guard sysiem servies as an
excellent example of a professional miliary
force that is subordinatz to civilian suthosity
and can be used i domestic emergencics or
o fight amd win wars,

Anoiher reason for developing a Mational
Guard style military is the cost benelit in sav-
mgs, The LS, National Guard epsts a frac-
ton of the price o operate than our active

duty component. For newly emerging
nations and fledgling democracics, the stag-
gering cost of maintaining o large standing
army is prohibitive. By choosing a citieen-
soldier based military, countries can invest
the savings into their economy and build
prosperity while ensuring their security,

Couniries engaging in partnership sctivithes
participate in a multitude of exchanges rang-
ing in a variety of topics, such as local low
enforcemeni  programs, coonier drug pro-
grams, disaster planning and response, cstnh-
lishing volunteer programs, and environmen-
inl protection. The progmm goes well beyond
military-lo-malitary contoct and seeks to
incorporaie local, ciy and stalé contacts: from
all fevels of society, Many exchanges have
included visits to utilities companies, public
wiorks depariments and universitics,

The parnerships with the Baltic Stales
served as o springboard to further panner-
ships and engagement opponunities over the
years. Bolstered by the successes in Eastern
Europe, the Suite Pannership Program has
expanded info Latin-America, Central Asin
and the Pacific Rim.

[n the Pacific Rim, the Stae Partnership
Progrmnm has pannersd Howall and Guam
with the Philippines, Washington with the
Kingdom of Thaitand and on informal bilat-
ernl relationship between Mebraska and
Mongaolia. "SPP* partners in the region have
conducted seminars and events in natural dis-
aster. planning. doug. demand reduction, and
WhiD," said Maj. Jon Mclniosh, NGH desk
officer for Pacific Command. "By estublish-
ing closer international ties and promoting
regional cooperation through SPP, the Guard
15 helpimg to fulfill our pational secunty
objectives, in the Pacific Rim, By building
long-term relationships with these countries,
we are helping them promote their own
regronal secunity goals, as well.®
Throughout the 19708, democracics in Latin
Amerien and the Canbbean were non-exis-
tent. Today, with the exception of Cuba, all
Latin American countries have made a trans-
formation from authorilarian regimes fo
proven democracies. United Siaies suppord
through the State Partnership Program can
greatly enhance the survivibility of these

Hational Guand Bureaw file photos

Maj. Gen. John E. Blair [right), adjutant general of New Hampshire anjoys a lighter
moment at the El Salvadoran Speclal Forces Operations Base with Col. Arevals
{left) and Lt Col. Alvaro (Conter). Mew Hampshire's program includes military, busi-
ness, and political relationships, as well as the establishment of a parinership
between the University of Mew Hampshire and the Salvadoran University system.

new democracies throogh the establishment
of personnl and professional relationships.

By working with U.5. Embassy country
leamz, stales partnered with couniries have
an opporunity o develop and foster mili-
tary-to-military relationships that buddd secu-
rity through professionsl exclunges, busi-
ngss-1o-business relationships that build
prosperity throdgh trade-agreements ansl
political-to-polittcal — relationships  that
strengihen the political processes that lead 1o
siable povermamenis.

"Cme of the great things sbout the State
Partncrship Program is that it gives each
Motional Guard the opportunity to be a
leader, in facilitating business relationships,
that con significantly bolster both the state
and pariner country’s economy,” said Major
Phil Johnsoh, NGB desk officer for Latin
America and the Caribbean. "Simply errang-
ing o partnership meeting between state eco-
nomic developers, the US. Embaszsy eco-
nomic officer and the county’s department of
commerce, can yicld great dividends  that
helps everyone involved. If states are look-
ing for new markets to sell their products,
Latin Amenca is the largest tading pariner
that the Unred Stte has”

The State Partnership Program serves as an
excellent means of keeping the spimt of
cooperntion among nations alive and build-
ing future coalition pariners i fightng future
wird, Lintil recently, most people lave never
heard of countries like Kazakhstian,
LUzbekistan, Eymgystan, or Turkmenistan,
Yed, in the War on Termonism, these countries
granded exchesive milikary base rights to the
United States, for use during opemtions
pppinst the Taliban and al-Oaeda forces in
Afghanistan, It is not o coincidence that these
countrics  are  participants  in  State
Partnership,

In & State Partnership visit conducted in
Montana, between that state and the natien of

Eoymgystan, Li. Col. Angel Matos, NGB desk
officer for 1.5, Central Conmmand, recalled &
vivid exchange between Maj. Gen.
Chotbaey, Commuander of the Kyrgyzstan
Mationnd Guord and a local Montans youth
group, The conversation exemplifies the pur-
pose of this program, when Choibaey iold the
youths, "Ten years ago, our nations were
reeised - fight cackh other 88 enemies— Moy
who would have ever thought that I, ns u for-
mer military officer from the Soviet Union
wiould be hene, in your couniry, tnlking to vou
as friends.”

"The partnership 15 a vibrant one that 1% not
oaly embraced by the portners, but by the cit-
izens of Montons as well,” said Matos, "For
example, the citizens of Montna have been
sponsoring the construction of a Training
facility, in Kyrgyzstan, for mentally disabled
citizens. They have been doing so by con-
ducting fund raising events, collecting con-
struction materials and building bonds of
friendship between their citizens.”

The world has changed greatly in the last
ten years and, no doubd, it will continue 1o do
50 ower the decades o come,  Through the
Slate Partnership Program, the National
Guard is making o difference around the
world and in our own communities, ong
country ot & time. Establishing fricpdships
with coumiries once hostile to our own is the
only sure way o achicve world stabilicy. It
has been said, that you pever truly defeat
your enemy until you have made him wour
friend. If in fact this is true, then the Mational
Guard's Siate Parnership Program  has
already made an inenlenlnble contribution o

e

If there is one thing 10 be said about & pepce
dividend, derived from State Pannership
Prograim, it is that after ten yvears of waging
peace, not a single Guardsmun has been |ost
to hostile fire,

Spc. Ben Johnston (Left) and Spe. Harley Sanford (Right) both of the Montana
Mational Guard's 1-163d Infantry, pose with Sgi. Ulan of the Kyrgysian
National Guard during maneuvers outside of Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in June of

1994,

N |



Two members of
the Massachusetis
Alr Mational
Guard's 104th
Fighter Wing,
Barnes Air
Mational Guard
Base, Westfield,
set up aquipment
at an undisclosed
location in
Southwest Asia
last weak.
Approximately 450
personnel from
thia 104th are
deployed In sup-
port of Operation
Enduring Freedom
fior an undeatar-
mined amount of
.

{Left) A member of the 104th Fighter Wing, Massachusetts Air National Guard,
works to prepare facilities at an undisclosed location in the Middle East.
{Above) A Massachusatts National Guard A-10 from the 104th Fighter Wing
(Westfield, Mass.) prepares to refuel over the Atlantic before heading overseas
in March. The picture was taken from a New Hampshire Air Mational Guard
refueling aircraft out of Pease AFB. A-10s from the 104th are deployed over-
saas in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
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Members of the 104th Fighter Wing, Massachusetts Air Mational Guard,
Westfield, Mass., walt to unload a truck burdened with their luggage as thay
arrive at an undisclosed location in the Middle East recently.

National Guard Support During
Time of War
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Guard teams sweep military marathon

By 1st LL Kevin Hynes
Nebraska Alr National Guard

PENSACOLA, Fla.— Propelling themselves through wind
gusts that hovered ground 25 miles-per-hour, members of the
Motional Guard Mamithon Team croised 10 impressive vicio-
ries during the 20ih Anpual US. Navy Blue Angels
Marnthon, held Feb. 23 i Pensacola, Fla,

Along with sweeping the top three military team titles, the
National Guard renners grabbed five first-ploce age category
finishes inchiding the overnll masters title in the annual ace
that saw more than 600 military and civilian runners compete
in the 26.2-mile mee. Winning the master’s title was Masier
Sgr. Mike Zeigle of the Wisconsin Air National Guard wheo
registered a time of 3:0].38,

According o the runners, this year's mee was grueling.

I really expecied to do a litile better than | did" said Sgt.
Troy Harmizon, an infantry team leader with Company B, 2-
112th Infantry, Pennsylvania Army Mational Goard, ™1 just
broke out o little too fast. [t was a lot botter and definitely 2
lot windier than what | thought.”

"1 really thought | could've and should've mun betrer,”™ mdded
Harrison, who ended the mee with a time of 2:42 22, Thu
time was good enough 1o carm Hamison first place in his 23-
29 Male Category and third place overall. He also ran the
best time of any of the 24 Mational Guardsmen competing in
the Florida rce.

The race was extra special for Harmison. A power fruin tech-
nician with Mack Trucks in Hogerstoam, Md., Harrison was
scheduled to deploy 10 Kosovo for a peace-keeping mission
with his fellow soldiers from the Everett, Penn.-hased unit
shorly afier he returmed home from the mce. He snid that he
felt an extrn sense of pride wearing his MNational Guard
Marathon Team uniform while mmming through the sirects of
Pensacola as tens of thousands of Guardsmen from across the
United Sintes prepare for similar peacekeeping and war-time
missions around the globe.

"You feel proud fo wear the uniform, just ke you feel proud
wiaring any military uniform or being on any military team,™

Photn by 18t LE Fenvin Hines, Nobesskn Pubilic Affaés

Mational Guard runners swept the top three military
team titles and grabbed five first-place age catego-
ry finishes.

"ft's almost awesiriking to think how lucky I am. You definitely feel a certain amount of
pride being able to say thar you're a member of the National Guard.”

— Spe. Amy Sas, Minnesota National Guard

Harrison sadd.

Harrison is actually a contradiciion to the idea that success
in marathon racing requires many years of hard work and
gathening race experience. His climb io the top rung has aciu-
ally been more like a sprint.

Harrison firsi started running & litfle over & year ago at the
encouragement of a fellow worker a1 Mack Trucks who had
rermarked that the Pennsylvania Army Guard soldiers two-
mile run time wis really good. Afler tackiing several five and
fen-kilometer races, Harrison ran his first full-fledged
marathon in 2002 when he competed in the Baltimore-
Annapalis Mamathon,

To his own amazement, he won the rce. And the rest, as
they say, wos history,

Following the Baltimore rce, Harrison traveled to Lincoln,
Neb., for the National Giunrnd Bureau Marathon trials where,
despite finishing slower than he would have hoped, he was
pamed to the "All Guard Mammthon Team.” He then followed
that up by competing in Hartford, Conm,, marathon, lniching
the race with a time of 2:38. Harrison said that he is some-
whai shocked at the level of success be's already obisined in
such a short amount of tme.

"I owe o lot of my success 1o the other team that T nim with,”
said Harnson, referring to his civilian running counterparts,
"A lot of them hove run professionally. They hove given me
a bt of advice in lbow (o train"

Harmison, in turm, has taken his knowledge of running and
workedd 10 help prepare his fellow Guardsmen for their own
physical fitness tests.

"Moat of them think I'm super fust,” be said. "They don't
practice the right things, So,05m trvimg totalk then into mm=
ning betier and maybe perhops even running 0 mamthon
someday,”

Harrison said thai he has also helped worked with
Pennsylviniia recruiters o help them find other young mun-
ners who might be imtercsted in joining the Guard.

Harrison wasn't the only voung Notional Guardsman mak-
ing his impact an the Florida Panhandle, éibher. Leading the
pack for the women runners was Spe. Amy Sas of the
Minnesotn Army Mational Guards Company A, 134th
Forward Support Battalion, of Minneapolis, Minn. Along
with capturing the Women's 20-24 age group title with a time
of 3:29.34, Sas’ time was goodd enough for tops among all
Mational Guard women.

Sns, who serves as a supply specialist with the Minnesoda
Army Mational Guard, said that while the race was windy,
she didn't think it affected ber too much.

"The first mile | ran foo fast,” said Sas, who recently grad-
usied from the University of Minnesola with o degree in
Elementary: Education. "{But the wind and hot weather) real-
ly didn't affect me until the very end.”

Like Hamson, Sas is relatvely new to the marathon scene.
She ran her first ruce, the Twin Cities Marathon, in 1999 with
hier sister. She did 50 well, in fact, that she actually qualified
for the prestigiouws Boston Mamthon while munning in
Minnesala.

Finding that she had a natural talent for the distance, she
was encouraged by her boyfriend, Sgt. Tyrell Heaton of the
Minnesots Army Guard, o run in the Marine Corps
Marathon in Washington, D.C. Thal expenence, Sas sad,
hielped her fall in love with the sport. 1t also spawned a desine
within her 1o join the National Gunrd so that she could pur-
suc & spot on the All-Guand team.

"1t wiks just an opporiunity | couldn’t pass up,” she said.

Afiter making the team on her first try, Sas began competing
in races arouns the country as a member of the Guard team.
During one particular race, she aciually posied a fime tha
wis 20 good that she camed a spol on the University of
Minnesola cross country and track tcams,

from the Cunnd team. That ended Fast year when she again
tried out for wndd made the All-Guard Marathon team.

Sas said that she also fell exiremely proud running in
Pensacola, wearing ber Guard tenm colors while thousands
of other Guardzsmen acress the Linited States are being called
'-IE-' U's almost awesiriking io think how lucky | am."” said Sas.
"You definitely feel o cerinn amount of pride being able to
say that you're & member of the Mational Gaeard.®

Just being able to race m Pensacola, one of the year's earli-
cst marathons, proved especially tough for Harmison and Sas.
Both are from norhemn states where this winter's snows and
sub-zero temperatures made training especially difficult.
Because of that difficulty, both had to find altemative meth-
ods of gelting in their required running,

For Harmison, that meant spending countless hours nmding
on the trepdmill in his basement, the heat fum up =0 35
simulate the polentisl temperatures of the Florida gulf const.
He said that even that sirategy failed to adequaiely prepare
him for the race.

"And | come down here and it was 66 degrees before we
even sturted out.,” he said. "And it was so humid. And then
that wind. .. whew."

"It made it feel like vou were just crawling,™ he added. “The
humidity really made i difficul.”

aus, on the othér band, relied on the training she received
during the abnommally warm November and December
months to make wp for the running she lost in January when
the temperstures in Minnesota dipped 1o potentially danger-
ous lavels,

*Tt wus really difficult in Minnesota because we just god a
whole bunch of snow nnd the sidewnlks weore termble,” she
sdid. "I was lucky because we didn't get the snow until
January. From Movember 1o December | had a great train up.
I was getting a lot of good quality runs.”

"Amnd then in January it wasnt as good,” Sas added. "1 even
did a couple of treadmill mons even though 1 hate treadmill
runs. But the weather was just 100 cold.”

Harmisom and Sas weren't the only Guardsmen overcoming
challenges. For every mnner, il seems, there ks an equally
imteresting personal story filled with challenges and vicio-
s,

For example, Staff Sgt. Shawn Moreland of the Missoun
Army Mational Guard's Company A, 203rd Engineer
Batialion, the Navy Marathon required him 1o not only over-
coemni the weather, but also a severe mjury e had received
Just g week carlier.

Competing in the annual Mationn] Caeard Bureay Biathlon
Championship in Vermont, Moreland tock a nasty spill while
skiing downhill during the 20 kilometer mee. He suffered
tom cartilage and o hairline fracture 1o his ribs.

Morelnnd said that he contemplated pulling himself out of
the Florida mee as early as the night before, but decided to ol
least attemipt nunmidg o see 1f he could withstand the pain.

“When I run on the tresdmill at night | could feel the injury,”
said the military construction supervizor. "But my training
had been going really well, | had been doing 90 mile weeks,
[ just didn'y want to give up all that work.”

"50, | thowght this moming that | would go oot and «f [ feli
bad, | just wouldn continue,” he said. “Bui | kept going. |
kept fecling okay. | was breathing kind of shallow and | kept
o ood rhythm down.”

Moreland did so well, in fact, that e broke the three-hour
wall by registering a time of 2:38.1 5, That was good enough
io earn Moreland third place in his 30-34 age group.

"[ guess that was my guicheck and character-bullding expe-
rience today,” he said.

Like Harrison and Sas, Moreland agreed thot being 8 meom-

While competing for Minnesoty, Sas took a two-year histus ~ ber of the Guard's marathon team in an age of heightened
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Milford, Mass. — 1st Sgt. William “Bill" Davidson,
of F.ﬂ-'lr'lr.;:"ll'_'."'rll,'r-l-':l'fr1|I1"'1E;F..!'i'1. Mass., was recoently
awarded tho Bronze Star for meritorious service
while an active duty in Urbekistan

A first sergeant in the 872nd Military Police
Er}lrl[mn!,r and a civilian palice officer Iin s
hometown, Davidson was deployed for approxi-
mately eght months iIn support of Central
Command with his Meélrose based unit

Davidson was assighed fo perform security
missions at Logan Airporl shortly after Sept. 11
2001, Upom his reloase from the airport mission
ho was re-aclivated by the U.S. Army for duty in
Uzbekistan

Cavidson returmed homa the March 7, 2003

New Tricare policy for Guardsmen

WASHINGTON (AFPN) -~ Defense Department offi-
ciils announced March 12 policy changes to Tricare
Prime and Tricare Prime Bemote programs for membiers
of the National Guard and Reserve and their families.

Stanting March 10, family members of Guardsmen amd
reservists on federal active-duty orders for more than 30
days are eligible to enroll in Tricane Prime and use the
stcess standands and codt shares associsted with the
PrCETaIL.

"Previously, sponsors had 1o be eligible in the Defense
Enrollment Eligikility Reporting System and activated
for 179 days or mone before family members were eli-
gible o enroll in Trcare Prime,” said Dr. Willizm
Winkenwerder Jr., assistant secretary of defense for
health affairs. "The Depantment of Defense recognizes
the coniributions and sacrifices made by these families
each and every day. Cher commitment 5 1o conmnue
making improvements (o the Tricare benelit to enhance
secess and quality of care these families receive.”

Giuard and Heserve family members who reside with
their sponisors i & Tricare Primse Remole location at the
time of the sponsor’s activation can now enroll in the
Tricare Prime Hemodie for Active Duty Family Members
PALSERTL

For family members to be eligible 1o enroll in this pro-
gram, sponsors and their family members must reside at
i bocotion that is at least 50 mikes or mone, OF approxi-
mately a one-hour drive from the nearest military treat-
ment facility. Sponsors and fumily members also must
be identified as eligible in DEERS,

reserve component members," said Thomas F. Hall,
assistant secrefary of defense for reserve affairs, "We
want o ensure that our mobibzed Notional Goord and
Reserve members aren’t wormied about whe's canng for
ther fmilies while they'n: gone and to returm them to
families whose health care needs have been met by the
military health system.”

Contract changes are under way at Tricare Management
Activity 1o implemsent the new remode policy. Once the
changes are accomplished, family members of the
Guand and Reserve sponsors activated for moese than 30
days may sfart using the benefit, which has no co-pay-
ments, deductibles or clamm forms to file, and which
affers providers who mest ngoroos standards for pro-
viding quality health care.

Giiiard and Reserve family members who choose not to
enredl in cither the Tricare Prime: or remote program
may still use the Tricare Standard and Extra benefits,
with npplicable coxt shares and deductibles.

Giuard and Feserve sponsors meed 1o venily that
DEERS information for themselves and their family
members s accurnle and up-to-date. They can contact
DEERS ai the Defense Manpower Daia Center support
affice toll free an (Ri() 338-9552. Sponsors and familby
members can itlsa update their addresses in DEERS on
the Tricars Web site:
hitpzifwwwiricare osd milDEERS Address/,

Future updates regarding benefits for members of thi
Ceard and  Reserve and their fomily members will be
posted on the Tricare Web site:
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Troops

military operations was something he
winild always remember,

"Is a huge, hoge honor,” be saad. =T real-
Iy fect privileged.®

impartant being in the Mational Guard is,”
he added, "Plus | think it's great that our cit-

"It's important that we take care of the fumilics of our  hitp2fwww.tricare. osd.mil reserve,
Place in Age Group, 3rd Place overall Female Age Group 35-39
Sgi Tyrell Heaton, MN ARNG, 3:15:35, Maj. Shelly Buhlinger, OK ANG, 3:33:44,
Ird Place in Age Group 3rd Place in Age Group
Male Age Group 30-34 Lu Col. Jill Lannon, WA ANG, 4:16:12,
"It really make's you think about how Swmil Sgt Shawn Morclnd, MO ARNG, 16t in Age Group
2:58:15, 3rd Place in Age Group L1. Col. Tricia Anslow, AR ARNG, 4:28:07.
Female Age Group 30-34 215t in Age Group

izens out there get o chance to see National
Ciuard mnners other there rght at the 1op.
It's good for evervbody.”

The Maticnal CGoand's All-Gearnd Marathon
Team 15 made up of the nation's top Guard
mén and women mamthoners as. chosen
during the Guard Buréau Marnthon held in
copjunction with the Lincoln, Neb.,
Marathon annually, This vear's  Guard
Burean Marathon Trials are cef for May 4.

Resualis
Female Age Grouap 20-24

Spe. Amy Sas, MN ARNG 31293 Ist
Place in Age Group
Scnior Adirman Siacy Fagan, KS ANG,
3:55:33, 2nd Place in Age Group

Male Age Group 25-29
5S¢t Troy Hamison, PA ARNG, 2:42:32 Ist

lst L1 Knsting Cambre, LA ARMG,
5:03:41, 10th Place in Age Group

Male Age Growp 35-39
Staff Sgt. Michael Strieff, SD ARNG,
24531, 131 Place in Age Group
Sgt. Cunt Carey, IN ARNG, 2:56:15, Ird
Place in Age Croup
Maj. Ross Shales, LA ARNG, 2:56:30, 4th
Flace in Age Group
Maj. Troy Frost, MT ANG, 3:59:05, 6th
Place in Age Group
Capt. John Plunkett, LA ARNG, 3:10:37,
Sh Place in Age Group
Capt. Erig Petersen, UT ARNG, 3:11:47,
I1th Place in Age Group
Maj. Junes Mann, AR ARNG, 3:32:37,
22nd Place in Age Group
Master Sgi. Stmnley Coms, M5 ARNG,
3:44:21, 33nd Place in Age Group

Male Age Group 4=k
Sgl. |8t Class Trent Sinnett, IN ARNG,
2:55:12, Ist Flace in Age Group
Maj. George Graff, UT ARNG, 3:11:47, 5th
Place in Age Group
Sgilst Class John Croswell, M5 ARMG,
3:20:40, &th Place in Age Group

Female Age Group 40-34

Maj. Holly Scott, DE ARNG, 3:34:107, 4th
Place in Age Group
L. Col. Mary Louise McEwen, ME ANG,
3:50:05, 5th Ploce in Age Group
SgL st Class Pamela Micbuohr, MT ARG,
4:21;30, 10th Place in Age Group

Male Age Group 50-54
Master St Mike Zeigle, WLANG, 3:01:38,
I 5t Place in Age Division, Master's Division
Wininer
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You may now Kkiss the soldier

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Haticnal Guand Bureau

AUGUSTA, Maine — The bride wore cam-
ouflage green. So did the groom, So did the
best man, the matron of honor and the chap-
lain when Pfc. Jesse Quirion and Spe. Mary
Welch exchanged wedding vows here at the
Augusia Stie Armory on March 1.

It was o Mational Guard deill weekend, and
Jesse and Mary were marmed in their Army
uniforms im the presence of the members of
thel52nd Maintenance Company, their
Muine Army Mational Guard umit, thal was
prepanng to Bo 0 war

The company has been alerted to get ready
for duty in the current war against terrorism
and 0 possible war against Iradg, bat it had not
vet received o mobilization order that woubd
send it to Fort Drurm, MY, to awail further
orders, Muine Cuard officials caid.

The first weeckend in March was a high
point during the war on terrorism, Khalid
Shaikh Mohammad, the alleged mastermind
of the Sept. 11, 2001, atacks againgt the
United States, was arrested in Pakistan, Irag
begam destroving its Al Samoud 2 missiles as

Maine Army National Guard Chaplain (Maj.) Andrew Gibson blesses the marriage of Spc. Mary Welch and Pfc. Jesse

ordered by the United MWations,

That, opiimists believed, indicated the war
was pomg well agamst al Qaidn terronsts
and that a war with [raq might be avoided.
That, in turm, meant the maintenance compa-
ny might not have to leave Maine after all.

Still, it seemed like & good idea to tie the
knot in case they did get the call to move out,
the Quirions explained after the ceremony
officiated by Chaplain (Maj.) Andrew
Gibson of ithe Mame Ammy Guard’s 52nd
Troop Command, They had already planned
to be married in July, they said

"We wanted to know that God would be
wiiching over both of us in ease we get over
there and it gets ugly,” Jesse said. "We want
10 e ms one as much 85 possible,”

That 15 a comamon emetion among people in
uniform faced with the unceraintics of serv-
ing their country durmg troubled times, said
Gibson, who spend nime months of 1997 on
peacckecping duty in Bosowm. Knowing that
his wife and three children were waiting
back home was a big comfort.

As many as 23 Mane Army Guard soldicrs
were marmied during February, sakd Gibson,

Phalo by Masier Sgi. Bob Haskoll, National Guard Hureau

Quirion at the Augusta State Armory In Augusta, Maine, on March 1.

"This is a time when lives are so destabilized and the

future is so unknown that they want to gain a sense of sta-
bility. So they turn to the one they know best for that sta-
bility. It gives them a sense of peace because the love they
have for each other is strong."

— Chaplain Andrew Gibson

who: performed seven of the services. The
Cuard soldiers belong to two units thi have
sctually been mobilized and to the 152nd
Muintenance Company that has been put on
alert.

Two soldiers in the 112th Medical
Company from Bangor and four members of
the 1136ith Transporiation Company  from
Bangor and Sanford were married by Gibson
in privale ceremonies before those outfits
departed for mobilization stations at Forl
Dirum, N.Y,, and Fort Dix, N.J., respectively.

"This is & tme when ives are so destabi-
lized mnd the foture & so unknown that they
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wanl b0 gaim g sense of stability," said Gibson
about the desire of 50 many people fo get
married. "5o they tum 10 the one they know
best for that stability. It gives them a sense of
peace because the love they have for cach
other is strong."

Legal issues also come intd play, Gibson
said, Mamage cnsures that dependenis back
home are entitled to health care, insurance
benefits and exchange and commissary priv-
ileges provided by the governmeni,

Maost of the citizen-soldiers marmied civilian
dependents. The CQuirions are  unique,
because they are both traditional Guard sol-
diers and, so far, the only two newlyweds,
who could both be mobilized for active duty,
Ciibson said,

It also is & trying time for them, because
they have a six-month-old child,

“1 don’f want o leave him, bt you've got to
do what you've got to do," sald the amcious

~.mather, who wrestled with the idea of getting.

o hardship discharge so she oould stay home
with her néw baby.

Instead, the Quirions have decided to leave
their child with relatives so they could
deploy with their company,

"I know I'll miss her a lof while I'm gone,
like the first birthday and helping with the
first steps wnd leam to talk,” sud My,

*This would probably be the only fime
when | would have to serve my couniry so
far from home. And [ have had all of that
training,” reasoned the young mother, who
has trained to operate o 22fi-ton . érane.
"When | get back my child will be night there
waiting for me."

That decided, Spe. Mary Cuinion would Tike
to get on with the deployment that could last
fior o full year or longer, 50 she and her new
husband can get it over with,

"If we're going to go, let’s go, she said. "I'm
tired of warting around.”

Bath realized that being called up for & war
coaild be part of their Guerd ohligation.

1 wanted to do something for my country.
And | wanted (o gel some respect,” said
Jesse, a civilian heating and air conditiondng
techmician, who jomed the 152nd two amd a
Tsalf’ vears ago.

=Joining the Guard and gomg throogh basic
training helped square me away, | think that
serving in the militery gets people reacdy for
the world,” said the 24-year-old hushband and
father, who also has come o grips with the
idea of serving with his bride in a part of the
waorld that could be a long way from thetr
child.
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Training intense, but morale high for moblilzed Flnnda Guardsmen

By Spec. Thomas Kielbasa
Florida Mational Gumerd Public AMairs Offion

FORT STEWART, Ga. - "Ma'am, keep your
haisds where | can see them!™

With M-16 rifles at the ready, members of
Third Platoon circled a Imte-model pickup
truck and instrucied the civilian driver and
passeniger sitting in the front to prepare for o
vehicle inspection at the makeshift check-
poinL

When the passenger's hands dropped back
o her lap, o soldier in camouflaged body
armor barked anather stoccato command: 7]
said 'Keep your hands where | can see
them!™

The passenger sheepishly retumed ber
hands to the air, and the soldiers resumed
thear inspection.

The soldiers - members of the Florida
Mational Guard's lIst Bamalion, [24th
Infantry Regiment - were among the thou-
sands of Guardimen and Feservists mobi-
lized to Fort Stewart, Ga., on Feb, 11, and
wiere honing their force protection and velhi-
che mspection skills during a training exer-
cizc at a desolate motor pool.

Since December 2002 nearly one-third of
the Florida Army National Guard - approxi-
maiely 3. 200 soldiers - recerved miobiliza-
tion arders to support Operations Enduring
Freedom and Noble Eagle; most of those ¢it-
izen-soldiers have received processing and
ndditional training 81 Fort Stewart before
deploving 1o therr missions af home and
OWETREas.

But despite the large numbers of personnel
involved in the ofien-intense iraining,
morabe is high snd prepamtions for mobi-
lization are running smoothly, according to
soldiers on the ground at the active-duty
Army post near Savannsh, Ga,

"Everybody is really bonding together and
paying attention 10 the training. Morale is
high" 1st Lt. Alvio Dominguez said as his
platoon completed their checkpoint-security

truining.

Drominguer explained that the 17 men in hiz
platoon have put in long hours of training
and Soldier Readiness Checks {(SRC) since
their arrival a1 Fort Stewart on Jan. 16, amd
s far the process has been fast and steady.
The training consisted mainly of basic rifle
marksmanship and infantry skills, and the
SRC involved additional medical, financial,
onad lepal processing.

"We're unique because Third platoon has
some members from our headguarters and
the Puerto Rican Mationn] Guard with us,” he
said. "About 85 percent of our plutoon is
Hispanic, so that helps in interactions with
Puerto Rican National Guard, And mosi of
oar leadership has about 12 years of military
experience. .. Many of us have been mobi-
lized for Desent Siorm or Panama, so we
know the deal ™

Dominguez is 0 Dade County lireman and
said he is helping ensure his soldiers are
gainfully empleyed in their civilian lives
when they retum from their deployment.

"I am actually working with a ot of the s0l-
diers who are going through the hiring
process for Dade County.” the 17-vear mili-
lary veteran said. "1 am working closely
with the union president and vice-presidemt
for Dade County - faxing soldiers’ orders
over 10 them - to make sure that when (the
soldiers) come back they can pick up the hir-
ing process where they are at, They are being
very supportive of the military."

Sgi. 1st Class Manuvel Pallango, plaboon
sergeant for Third Platoon, said perhaps the
higgest concern the men have is “if they will
get 10 ser their families again® before they

%:m been here warking for three wecks
straight, waking up ai 4 o'clock in the mom-
ing and training all the way until {10 p.m.)."
he szid, "They really haven't had any time
with their families, which is what they're
wishing for."

Approximately 1,800 soldiers from the
124ih Infantry Repgumeni have been mohi-
lized since December, and on Feb, 9 measly
300 of those soldiers from 2nd Battalion
departed from Fort Stewart for southwest
Asii.

&pc. Samaniha Johns, o medic from the
Florida National Guard's Company A, 161st
Medical Baitalion, said the readiness pro-
cessing at Fort Stewart has also gone
smoothly for the 60-plus members of her
unit. The Camp Blonding-based medical
unit arrived o the Georgia staging base on
Feb. 2.

Johns' brother, a member of the Florida
National Guand's 146th Signal Battalion, was
nlso deployed recently 1o provide Air Force
base security in Florida

“We come from a military family, so m;,-
parents are really proud of the both of us.®

2 " tice basic
‘A infantry tactics
during training

beforchand to prepare for 8 mobilization,
without disrupting our training and mainte-
neance, and it's paving off sow,"” Deitz spid.

Deitz and more than 200 members of kis
unit reported to their Fort Laudendale anmory
on Feb. 3; coincidentally this daie was the
first  sergeant’s 20th anniversary in the
National Guard and also his 38th binhday.

"I've got a big responsibility on my shoul-
ders 1o bring everybody back safe, and the
commander feels that way also,” Deitz said,
"The 743nd is & big unit, but the 201 people
here are my family. So it is a big challenge
for me to moke sure evervbody here is safe
during this deplovment, Hopefully | have
done everything right during the last 20
vears 1o be ready for this mission.”

Other recent Florida National Guord mobi-
lizations 1o Fom Stewart includbe: more than
200 soldiers from the 6315t Maintenance
Company, of Starke, Fla. who will arrive

wive: wainl... “ Aund o dor-of s jus s o Ry, approsimaicly soldicrs

ilies, but 1 think that is the biggest concemn
with nny soldier wheo is deploying.”
According to 151 Sgt. Joseph Deite, whose
T43rd Maintenonce Company from Fort
Lauderdale arrived st Fort Stewart on Feb. 9,
the mobilization process 15 going smoothly
fior his unit because they were well prepared
prior to receiving their mobilization onders.
"We've done everything that we could

269th Engineering Company, of Live Oak,
Flo; and 20 members of the 107th Mohile
Public Affairs Detachmend, of 5t Augusiine,
Fln.

According 1o Fort Stewarl Public Affairs,
eslimoies show that more than 5400
Nationnl Guardsmen and Reservists will
have mobilized ot the Anmy post at the end
of February.

FROM PAGE |1

Troops

Base in Marylond, has been mobilized for
active duty, it was pnmounced late Last week,
It is not yet known where he will go or what
he'll do, said a D.C. Guard spokesman

Moose left his civilian job os police chiefl
for Marylund's Montgomery County where
he gained intermational remown as
spokesman for the multi-agency task force
that hunted down the two sniper suspects
whao terrorized Maryland, Washington, [0C.,
nnd Virginia last October,

The Guard force in Southwest Asia includes
Senior Airman Richard Morks from the
Connecticut Air MNational Guard's 103rd
Security Forces Squadron. He is the Air
Guard's Qutstanding Security Forces Airman
for 2002. The Air Force Mews Service report-
ed that this is Marks" second deployment to
that region,

O the home front, Mational Guard troops
helped tighten secunty of nuclear power
plants and other critical sites after Homeland
Security Secretary Tom Ridge again raised
the national threat level 1o code omnge the

Monday before the afiacks on Irng began.
Grsard troops also helped federal - officers
mainiain security along the 1.5, borders with
Canada and Mexico,

Code orange indicates a high risk of attack
wnd is just one level below the highest threm
level, which is red.

The Califomia Nationsl Guard's %th Civil
Support Team from Los Alamitos supported
the Los Angeles Police Department's efforts
to beef up security for the 75th Academy
MAwamrds in Hollywood,

The 22-member team was on standby 1o
detect biological, chemical or mdiological
clements showld a weapon of mass destrue-
tion have shattered the evening. Team mem-
bers also performed sweeps and other detec-
tion cluties, said Lt. Col. Terry Knight, Tha
team has previously served during two Waorld
Series, n Super Bow| and during lasi year's
Winter Clymipics in Utah, Knight added.

Hundreds of Mew York Guard troops were
on duty in New York City, supporting the
police deparimient's efforts to keep rail sta-
tions, bridges and runnels secure and open 1o
the public, a New York Guard spokesman
explained.

The Associated Press reported that Mational
Guard troops were dispatched to the Palo
Verde nuclear power plant in Arizonn in the
wake of reponts that it may have been a tar-
get for lermorists.,

A nuclear power industry survey indicated
that more than a half-dozen states have sent
Cuard personnel 1o nuclear power plants, it
wis also reporied,

Freparations o wage wor with Irag unless
that country agreed to disarm prompted the
call-ups that have steadily increased simce the
start of this year. The National Guard is pro-
viding more than half of the reserve compo-
nent troops who have responded.

The number of Army and Air Guard people
elerted for or panticipating in the war sgainst
icrrorism vaulied from nearly 32,000 on
Friday, Jan. 10, o nearky 99,000 by the fol-
lowing Monday, the Guard Bureau reported,
That was the largest Guard force since fer-
rorists attacked the American homeland 16
maniths carlier.

The total first surpassed 100,000 on Jan, 79
and climbed w approximately 120,000 by
Feb. 21 and exceeded 141,000 in March,

The Guard has weighed in with some of its

premier wils, and some sinles and termitorics
have contributed heavily fo the couse.

About 2080 members of the F-16 fighter
squadron in the District of Columbia Air
Guard's 113th Wing departed for an undis-
closed location in the desert on Feb, 21, The
wing hag enrmed nine consecutive Air Force
outstanding unit awards and the Spaatz
Trophy &s the Air Guard's top flying unit for
2002.

"We want to make sure that Sepd, 11 never
happens in our backyard again, so we have o
tuke care of business elsewhere,” reasoned
one of the wing's veteran airmen.

More than |50 members of the Alaska Air
Ciuard's 176th Wing in Anchorage, including
members of the elite 210th Rescue Squadron,
had slso received mobilization orders but had
nol been flown out of Alaska by the second
itay of the campaign in Irag.

Pucrio Rico has contribuied o large percent-
age of its Guard force to the war against ter
rorism. Their Guard force numbers more
than 8,500 citizen-soldiers and its Adr Guard
includes about 1,300 people. Since January,
4,195 Army Gueard soldiers and 690 Adr
Guard personnel have been called (o sctive
duty.
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History

Lafayette,

Renea Hylton
National Guard Bursau Historkan

In August, 2002, Marie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-
Rich Gilbert Da Motier, better known as the
Marguis de Lafayetic, was made an honorary
citizen of the United States. The honor is
rare: only four others have ever been voled
ciiizens by the U5, Congress.

Almost coinciding with the anniversary of
the terrorist atacks of 911, Lafoyette's citi-
renship received no public ceremonies. A
vear later, the French govemment’s oppost-
tion io proposed U8, policy toward Irmg had
groused a storm of anti-French protest in the
L. 5. French fries were renamed, and boitles
of Burgundy and Bordesux were poured indo
guticrs, Some World War 1 veterans tned 1o
return their French medals, and Americans
asked: after all we had done to liberate them
in 1944-45, how could the French be so
umErateful?

The French responded with o question of
their own:  didn't Americans remembser that
French. aid. was crocial tooour victery. in the
Kevolutionary War? And the symbol of that
nid, during the Revolution and today, was the
Marquis de Lafuyette.

Revolution in America

Lafavetse was a 22-vear-old capiain in King

Lowis XVT's roval ammy when he offered his
services, free of charge, to the American
cause.  Diher young French noblemen had
also volunieered, but Lafayene’s wealith and
close ties to the French court got him o Major
General's commission and, afler he proved
himself militarily, command of troops.
The voung Muarguis winiered ot Valley Forge
before visiting France to lobby the King for
recognition and military aid for the
Amenicans. In 1781, while Lafayette led o
light infantry corps that helped bottle up the
British Army ot Yorktown, a French fleet in
the Chesapeake Bay bottled them wp by sen -
partly duc to Lafayene's sucoessful appeals
1o the French govermment, and a critical fac-
tor in the Britsh sumender.

Dwuring his vears in America Lafayette grew
very close to George Washingion, who
thought of the young Marquis as a son,
Lafayens named his own son after
Washinglon, and when ithe French
Revolbution broke out in 1789, sent the key 1o
the liberated Bastille w Mount Vernon,
where it still hangs in Wishington's study,
Revolution in France

In the French Revolution's early days,
Lafayeiie’s military experience made him the
obvious choice to command the revohition-
ary government's military forces. Lafmyette's

years in America had shown him the value of
trained citizen-soldiers, and  he wsed the
cxample of the American militis 1 et up a
force organized by neighborhood, uniformed
in red, white, and blue, and known as the
"Giarde National," or NMational Guard.

The citizen-soldier idea, long suppressed as
a threat to the monarchy, spread like wildfire
throughout the country, and socon almost
gvery city and town in France had their own
National Guard, In Paris, Lafayette presided
over huge public ceremonies where National
Guardsmen swore before their fellow citi-
zens to uphold the Revolutionary ideals of
"liberty, equality, and fraternity” - radical
ideas in o country formerly erganized ander
a rigid hierarchy of ckass and aristocratic sta-
.

Within a year, however, the idealistic open-
ing months of the Revolution had given way
o violent radicalism, colminating in the
mass guilloutine executions of “the Terror."
Lafavetie was canght in the middle between
those who wanted a return o absolute

TRy, mnt the cadbcalEwho waned o

eradicate every vestige of the "Old Regime.”
Flecing o Aupsiria o avoud execution,
Lafayetie (to the Ausirians a dangerous radi-
cal) was imprisoned in a dangeon for some
three vears, as a franiic President George
Washington tricd desperately fo gain his
release,

Lafayette returned to France o oppose
Napoleon, and for the rest of his life his mod-
erate politics of  “liberty” mode him on
increasingly old-fashioned figure. His
maney was gong, & great deal of it spent on
ithe American couse in the Revolution. A
grateful American congress wvoled him
grants of money and land, but Lafayetie
never took up residence: to move o lhe
United States would be fo give up on France.

Farewell to America

Hut the country which he had helped o cre-
ate sull called, and in 1824 the Marguis
arrived for o 13-month farewell tour
Americans hailed Lafayette as a Founding
Father, a “hero of two worlds.® Everywhere
he went there were huge crowds: at balls and
receptions, fellow Revolutionary War veter-
ans were the guests of honor.

In many towns and cities young American
militinmen provided the military escon for
the lasi surviving general officer of the
Continental Army, When Lafoyette sailed
from Mew York at the end of his final visit o
his adopied land, he shook the hand of every
member of the New York malitia banalion
which lined the pier. In his henor, the men

renamed themselves the "National Guard,” a
name which soon began (o replace “militia,”
and which almost & century later was codi-
fied imtp low,

As Lafayette sailed away, he took with him
a trunk full of Amencan soil to put on his
grave, and when he died in 1843, an
American flag was mised over the gravesile.
The Star Spangled Banner still flies there.

(Above) The Marquis de Lafayetie as
commander of Paris’ Garde Mational
in 1780, wearing the uniform he
designed.(Below) In 1825, Lafayette
bids farewell to the battalion of New
York militia (later the Tth Regiment)
who became the first Americans to
adopt the name "Mational Guard.”




Honor and Professionalism:
2nd Platoon, 772nd Military Pohce Company In Kabul

By Staff Sgt. Amy L. Forsythe
Coalition Task Force Public Aftains

Kabul, Afghanistan — When they departed
their warm northeast community of Teunton,
Mass. in carly July, the 772nd Military
Police Company of the Massschusetis Army
Mational Guard set out for a deployment they
knew was going 1o test their skills and chal-
lenge their readiness.

The TTind MP Co. ook on some of
Operation Enduring Freedom's biggest secu-
rity challenges. Known by the nickname
"Dutlows.” they were iasked with ithe
responsibility. of providing personnel and
perimeter security af the Coalition Joint
Civil-Military Task Force (CICMOTF) com-
pound, the Kabul Military Training Center
{(KEMTC) and Bagram Air Base in the war-
torn country of Afghanistan,

Secunng the CIMOTF compound in Kabul
would fall fo the company®s Xnd Mlatoon, and
thanks to a unique combination of military
and civilian skills, inibative and situsiional
awnreness, it proved o be a challenge they
were ready for.

Organired in 1638 in Tounton, Mass., the
T72nd is one of the most highly decomied
military units in the Army, possessing a rich
lineage dating back to the Revolutionary War
mned - subsequent aciion in the Civail War,
World War [1 and the Desert Storm.

Afler the month-long mobilization process
wits completed af Fr. Drom, KY, the compa-
my, touted a3 "America’s First,” boarded mil-
itary plancs bound for Bagram Adr Hase
st John AL Dankievitch, 28, team leader For
Ind plaoon, recalls o day filled with
excitement and anxiety, "Many in the com-
pany had never been on a real-world deploy-
ment before and were narally nervous
about the uncertainty and dangerous natune
of being deploved fo Afghanisian.”

Onee they amved in mid-August, the com-
pany was divided by platoons to cover
Bagram Air Bage, KMTC and CICMOTFE.
The CICMOTF compound is centrally locat-
e on two city blocks in the heart of
Alghanistan's capitol city of Kabul, in close
proximity to mexst of the national govem-
ment’s ministry offices, foreign military
compounds and non-governmental organiza-
tion headguariers.

Immediately upon arrival st CICMOTE,
Ind Platoon personnel began assessing the
necds of the compound 0 ensure iis overall
safety. The non-traditional living and work-
space is located in a nodoriously dongerous
arca with warlonds living in and controlling
nearby city blocks.

"Ome of the most uniqoe things we've had
1o deal with has been keeping the balance
between the local warords.” Dankieviich
said,  That's something the soldiers neither
expected, nor been trained 1o deal with. "Ir's
mostly common sense and quick thinking
that has quelled any potential incidents,” he
snid. And there have been fenge moments -
but luckily mosi of the platoon’s members
hove worked, or are curmently employed, in
the law enforcement ficld  Dankieviich
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belioves that many situations needing a
quick, levelheaded response wene solved
professionally and without incident becouse
of this civilinn experience,

Crankigvitch works s a Comection Officer
af the Massachusetis Treatment Center
Bridgewater, Mass, Through his training he
hias gained an extensive background in
E'rrﬂrms,_ close quarbers hattle metics, and
interaction with hostle individuals, . "He
brings a vast amount of knowledge to our
unit because of his iraining In state law
enforcement courses.” said 1=t Lo Jagon
Oberton, 26, the platoon leader from
Sterling, Mnss,

Because the compound s located in such a
highly populated and urban area, the MPs
st meaintain close control of personnel and
equipment moving on and off the compound.
Every time service members enter or leave
the compound, they must request permission
to leave in writing, report where they arc
going and the mature of their outing. 1t's their
fellow MPs on duty who track their depar-
ture and arrival to ensure maximum scoownt-
ability for the personnel on the compound.
Additionally, anyone wishing o wvisit or
come oo the compound is thoroughly
screened and searched before they are
allowed access.

The compounsd was establizshed in February
2002 1o support civil affairs missions direct-
ed by LS, Centmal Command in an effort 1o
help Afghanistan with rebuoilding  efforis,
The compound’s central locatken is key 1o ils

sucoess because civil affairs soldiers can pet
to and from propect sites with case, local
meedia can inguire about newsworthy evenis,
and non-govemmental and  infermational

organizations’ represenlatives can make
face-io-face contact with someone from
CICMOTE,

In addition to guarding the main checkpoint
24-hours 8 day, seven-duys a week, the sol-
ders of 2nd Platoon man several observation
points throughout the compound.  The MPs
also support many additional missions
requining them 1o leave the securnity of the
compound and venture oul info the uncer-
iinty of the city - and bevond. They play an
imtegral part in the CICMOTF mission by
providing convoy security, establishing en
rouie checkpoints, escoring VIPs and field-
ing personal security detachments for gener-
nl officers.

“Thev are o real asset and without them
we'd be paralyzed because a majority of our
movement within the country relies on their
force protection,” said Maj. Thomas
Schmite, civil affairs oficer from Rochester,
MY, "In a city sfill regarded as unsiable, they
are the first line of defense in profecting us
while we sleep atl night,™ he added.

Second platoon implemented several
improvements to guard the security of those
living in the compound. For example, when
they amived scven months ago, the main
enbry for personnel and vehicles was facing
an open and busy thoroughfare street. They
immediately shut down through traffic and

Juhnl-nn. 2nd
Platoon, T72nd
Military Police
Company, mans a
checkpoint at the
Coalition Jolnt
Civil-Military Task
Force compound
in Kabul,
Afghanistan, to
ansura unautho-
rized people and
aquipment do not
get inside the
facllity. The
Tr2nd is basad in
Taunton, Mass.,
and has bean in
Afghanistan since
August 2002,
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calablished weaving moadblocks, called “ser-
pentines,’ 1o limit access and slow down any
vehicle wralfic approaching the entrance 1o
thie compound.

The Massachusetts MPs glso installed a
mictal detector for the main pissageway for
pecestrians 10 botier mondior the scores of
locol notionals contmacied by the LS. pov-
crnaneni a5 interpreiers, drivers, lborers, eic,
Recently, Znd Plmoon participated in n mass
casualty exercise, testing soldiers assigned
w8 Combai Lifesavers on readiness skills
ihuring an Anti-Terrorism Base Diefense Plan
exercise. The MPs, medical personne] and
other paricipating units coordinated efforts
in reacting o o simulated car bomb explo-
s1o0n in the motor pool that resulted in 20
simmulated casialties.

When the 772nd MP Co. begins packing
their bags 1o head back 10 the snow-covered
strects of their New England suburbs, 2nd
Platoon can atiribute many of the safety pro-
cedures cugrently in place at the CJCMOTF
compound 1o their junior sobdiers' initintive,
keen situstional awareness and overall
knowledge of law enforcement siraicgies,
said Oberion.

"Our platoon conducted and completed the
mission in & professionally, honorably and
tactically sound manner, especially in dan-
gerous times of random bombings, shootings
and mortar fire near and around the com-
pound. and while oul on  missions,®
Dankievitch concluded.



