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Florida scouts deploy in

support of infantry brigade

By Pic. Bradiey A. Staggs
1078 Mobile Publec Affars Dednchmant

OCALM, Fla. — For the soldiers of
Troop E, 133rd Cavalry, it would have
been easy 0 be miserable on o winter
moming in Florids that started cold -
ond simply got colder as the howrs
pasaied, especially once the rain stared,
It would have been easy to complam
aboait being tmken away from family
and friends 1o drive several hours in a
nokey S-ton truck with heat coming only
from the engmeé. But not on this
day. ..and not from these men,

The Flornda Anmy Notional Guard
scouis deployed for three weeks fo Fort
Stewant, (Ga., 10 suppori Florida soldicrs
of the 33rd Infantry Brigade headed
overseas  for Operation  Enduring
Freedom.

Lising their annual tmining time, Troop
E ' amssisied ms Opposition Forces
{OPFOR) in order (o help train the 2nd
and 3rd Bartalions of the 124th Infantry
Hepument.

"We'll halp our guys anyway we can,”
Sgt. Theron MNelson of Troop E said, as
he prepared his vehicle for ithe long
convoy 1o Georgla, “Our role happens
i be in support of the guyvs going over-
Ly

The mood among the soldiers working
1o prepare their vehicles and equipmient
was upbeat and sparits were high even
as some breathed on iheir hands to keep
AT,

The Ocalp-based soldiers knew their
mission was vital in onder 1o assune suc-
cess of the 124th Infaniry Regiment
they are helping o truin,  In their role as
CPFOR, the soldiers of Troop E will sct
oy up ambushes, aiack using uncomven-

Pheio by Lt Col. Feon Title, Florida Mational Guarg  Bonal methods, and wse civilian style

Pfc. Edward L. Stokes of the Florida National Guard's Troop E, 183rd Gavakry, from Ocsla, Fis., prepsrss squipment for & thrss-week deplcyment  0L3inB 10 h'Fd" '1']"{;“ I’;‘:i “ﬂ_" the
to Fort Stewart sasfier this yoar. More than 100 scidlers from the scout unit helped train Florida Mational Guard infantry scldiers deploying In 5 PC/1Ence  for nianiry

support of Oparation Enduring Freedom. Regiment a5 real as possible.
Award The Rock Blizzard
Fighter Squadron Cut tire takes Guard members
of the Year No. 54 out of the clear the way
| race
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National Guard claims 1st place in sniper competition

By Spc. Michael W. Roger
100t Mobsla Public Affais Datschmien

DALLAS, Texas — At the Dallas Police
Deportment's  Firearms  Training Center,
paticnce and precision ane virtues and the
snap of o firing pin will send a bullet scream-
ing through the air until if hits its mark.

Last summer, members of the FBI, Texas
law enforcement agencies and the Texas
Armmy Matioon]l Guard presented their best
men and women in sniper competition,
Among those rising W the challenge were
Capt. John Conley, 349h Personnel Suppont
Detachment, and Masfer Sgt. Phil Dalbow,
Information Operations with the 4%k
Armored Division. Conley and Daolbow
earned first place in this year's overall com-
petition and have been compeling as a team
in sniper competitions for more than a vear.

"It's all about readiness and prepaning for
that moment when we'ne colled to duty,” sad
Dalbow,

*This provides hands-on training, giving us
more contrel m real situations,"  ndded
Conley.

These homeland defenders practice mbently
with patience and precision using proven tac-

tics and sdvanced wenponry. But the real e
of their strength lies in their ability to handle
ihe most basic rifle with speed and accuracy,

Last vear's competition challenged the
marksmen bo engage m foar separate events
as they competed for the association's most
coveted prize - respect. OF course winners
also get a trophy, bul competitors: here say
that the event is more than just shooting ol
targets and getting the fastest times. They all
agree that competiticn 15 an “opporunity. for
inferaction and fellowship among the tactical
law enforcement agencies.”™

"The competition provides a chance o
exchange information and tacticsl wleas.
Cretting the information is always the key lo
this job,” said Michnel Finley, president of
the Texas Tactical Police (licers
Azzociation
O of the aldest records of the existence of
snipers in LS. military forces dutes back 1o
the Civil War in [861, when Col. Hiram
Berdin used ﬂmﬂ‘pxlm-l,:l[LTs o lake ol
Confederate cannoneers. Although the sniper
Teas been around for more than & century and
contimeally developed, the TTPOA is aull g
fairly young orgonization. Texas police offi-
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cers formed their association to bring togeth-
er the skills and knowledge of police officers
across the state.

"Having the Guardsmen out here is o good
thing too. There is always something we can
lzam from each other,” Finley said.

Thiz competition remained close throughout
cach event, and the winners were determined
by an event that combined accuracy with
specd. This 15 where competitors gay that
stress really heats up, and composune is crit-
1cal,

“In competition, the stress on the mind can
be just as inlense as it could be in real Iife,”
said Conley about his expericnce in weapons
gompetition.

Conley and Dolbow aren't rookies, they are
algo the state champions of the Adjutant
Cieneral's Combat Sniper Maich, They have
consislently scored well at every trial since
becoming o team. In the end, all the imining
and their most intensive elforts paid off. Not
only did they take home the first place trophy
ot the TTPOA competition, but also the
leorming experience of working with others
in their professions.

"I'll have to give you a warning this time sir, but try to be a little m

it

ore careful in the future.”
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In the News

By Lt. Col Margaref Quennoevilie

101st FS: Fighter Squadron of the Year

Community Rolations Oficer

OTIS AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE,
Mass, - The 101st Fighter Squadron, the
combat arm of the 102nd Fighter Wing has
been selected as the recipient of the 2002 Air
Mational Guard Fighter Squadron of the Year
Award,

Units are graded on air defense/air superi-
arity missiom performance, operational mis-
sion performance, organizational inspection
resulls, training exercise participation, uni
pchievements and owards, individoal
schicvements and awards, and unit incentive
programs, "To be selected as (he best ot of
the 41 fMghter units threughout the entire Air
Mational Guard certainly validates the com-
mitment, professionalism and supertor qual-
ity of the folks in the fighter squadron.” said
Col. Paul Worcester, 102nd Fighter Wing
coammuner,

Cited m the ownnd package were several
accomplishments which set the 1015t aparn
from other ANG units. Pamticularly signifi-
cant is the unit’s participation in Operation
Moble Eagle. Pilois and F-1 55 from the 1005t
were the first o respond io the terrornist
attncks on the World Trade Center, Sept. 11,
2001, Smce that time, the unit has flown
more than 3,600 hours and M0 combat aie
patrol missions over major cities in the
Morheast. This is in addition 1o their 3,800
flying-hour program 1o ensure the 32 pilols
remain current in all facets of Might trmning.
The avernge Gghter pilod in the squadron has
aitained more than 2,100 hours of fighter
time and nearly 1,700 hours of F-1 3 time.

"With a talent base unequaled in the combai
Alr Force, the 101st Fighter Squadron’s
aggressive training program and iremendous
qualification bevel i the envy of all fighter
wniis,” sawd Lt Col. Tem Lynch, eommander

The Massachusetts Air National Guard's 101st Fighter Squadron has been selected as the recipient of the 2002 Air

Natlenal Guard Fighter Squadron of the Year Award which is based on air defense/air superiority mission performance,
operational mission parformance, organizational inspection results, training exercise participation, unit achlevemants

and awards, individual achievements and awards, and unit incentive programs.

of the unit. He went on to add that last year
the squadron had an extremely high opera-
tions tempo, They participated in several
deployments geared toward training pilots in
dissimilnr mir combat tnctics agaimst aircrafl
such as the F-16 "Fighting Falcon.” The unit
also particippted in live-firing exercises at
Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. This deploy-
ment offers pilols & mre opporiunity o fire
live missiles at realistic aerial targets. In

September F-1Hs from Canada visited Otis
for two weeks of simulated merial combat
MESS IS,

The squadron’s saficty record is also noted
as cxemplary. Bocing Aircraft, monufvctur-
er of the F-15, presented the squadron with
i 70,000-hour mishap-free plaque and the
Aviation Excellence Trophy. This Boeing
award has only béen given to two F-13
units in = history, and the [01st Figher

Squadron is the only Air National Guard
uit to receive it.

Receiving the ANG Fighter Squadron of
the Year Award is the sccond time in less
than a year the 102nd Fighter Wing has
been recognized for it superior perform-
ance. In September it was awarded the
Wington P Wilson Trophy for being the
most outstanding fighier unit in the Air
National Guard.

Army Guard soldier awarded German medal

By Master 5gt. Bob Haskell
Hational Guaed Buraa

RESTON, Vi, ~The Germun armed forces
decorated two American soldiers, including
an Army Natonal Guand sergeant major,
with twio of i3 distinguished awards during a
Crerman-Amencan Day celebration at s
command center in nonhem Virginia on
Mow, 6,

Brig. Gen, Hans-Georg Atzinger presented
the Bundeswehr Bronee Cross of Honor to
Sgt. Maj. Terrence Werley from the Army
Motionnl Guard’s Readiness Center in
Arlingion and the Bundeswehr Medal of
Honor to Siaff Sgi. Ray Stull Jr., from the 3rd
LLE. Infaniry at Fori Myer during the core-
mony at the German Ammed Forces
Command m Beston, Ya.

Werley was recognized for manuging an

exchange trining program for Army Guard
and Germon soldiers, Sl was honored for
making il possible for German troops 1o tmim
in the Washingion, [).C,, aren

Atrmger commands the joint command that
was formed in 1965 1o oversees all German
troogs stationed in Nonh Amenca, including
the approximatcly 7,000 who train with
members of the U5 Armed Forces each
YL

The Cross of Honoe presented 1o Werley
five days before the United States observed
Veterans Day 15 one of the awands that
reploced the famous Tron Cross, Germany's
most coveted military decoration through the
end of Waorld War II, beginning on Nowv. &
1980,

The Irosi Cross was discontimeed m 1945
because of its association with The Third

Reich. The Cross of Honor is mrely given to
anyone outside of the German military, it
witk exprlained.

The ceremony coincided with the American
observance of Velterans Day on MNov. |1
which wns called Armistice Day until 1954
and which commemorated the end of World
War [ between the allicd forces, including
the American Expeditionary Force, and the
Central Powers, including Germany, in 1918,

Now the Americans and the Germans are
MNATO allies. Werley has helped that alliance
duning the past six years by managing. the
Army Guard’s exchange training program
with German soldiers.

"I s to a large extent due 10 the Sgt. Maj.
Werley that the different exchange progrums
between the German and Amenican ormed
forces are conducted so successfully,” stated

the citation sccompanying Werley's awnnd,

"Due to his incessant commitment and his
high professionnl and social compeience,
Sgr. Maj. Werley is a highly valued point of
command for the German Armmed Forces
Command, United States and Cannda™ the
citation added.

"Being recognized by a foreign country is
one of the most Matering things that can hap-
pen o yow," said Werley, a veteran of 31
viears in the Pennsylvania Army Guard. "l
makes vou feel good and it makes vou want
o work even honder,

*These exchange programs are imporiant
because of our NATO relationships for
peacekesping missions and in the event of a
war,” added Werley who also manages Army
Guard exchange programs with Conada,
MNorway, the United Kingdom and Latin
American nations.
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From ‘Helmets to Hardhats’

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Mathonasl Guand Buresays

SAN DMEGD, Calil. — Members of (he
Matipnal Guard and the five other reserve
components hoping 1o find work i the civil-
ian construction mdustry and men and
women who want 10 work construction after
leaving full-time military service can get
help from a new federally-funded program
based in San Diego, Calif,

The program is called Helmets io Hardhats,
The intent ts o help people with mlitary
experience get good jobs in the civilian con-
siruction trades that the program's organizers
cluim are facing a critical labor shorage.

Feople can leam more about the program
and register on line through the program's
e web site www helmetstohardhats. org.

*The construction industry needs to recnart
L6 million new workers over the next five
years o replace those poople who will be
leaving the labor force,” said officials from
The Center for Military Recruitment,
Assessment and Veterans, citing several fid-
eral and industry projections. "Over 40 per-
cent of the work force will retire in the nexi
10 years,”

The senter launched Helmeets to Hardhats in
Junyary thanks o 4 53.4 million appropna-
toit for the pilol program that Congress
approved a3 part of the 2003 Defense
Appropriations Act.

Pennsylvanin Rep. John Murtha was chief
among the members of Congress who advo-
eated the legislation.

Muotthew Coulfield. & retired Manne Comps
two-star general, and his son Dwn, & lormer
Marine Corps officer, who served during the
Persian Gulf War, are the prograni's principal
organizers, who believe that military people
are uniquely qualified 1o reinforce the con-
sirection industry,

"We necd people to mainiain our infra-
sirecture, our roads and bridges and dama.®
said the retired major general, "The way
weTe going, i 10 years we wont have
enough ron workers. What better source of
people to bring into the constrsction industry
than those who have already been trained in
the military?"

Helmeis o Hardhats officials hope o
recruit 23000 people into thot industry dur-
ing the first vear and 166,000 duning the nexi
WO YEars.

It is & way for people in the reserve compo-
nents to learn aboul many of the best jobs in
the construction industry, including umlon
jobs that would offer good pay, good benefits
anvd the promise of advancement while they
advance in the military services, the
Caullizlds explaimed.

The program emphasizes jobs that offer
higher than average wages and benefits. A
recent national survey indicates that uneon
workers enmn an average of 3,08 more per
lsuer than do other construction workers.

It is also a way for the construction mdis-
try to find new workers who have already
acquired the discipline and dependability to
work with members of other races and ithe
other gender os well as the leadership skills

andl the safety training that s stressed by the
enilitary.

"This is & maich made in beaven, but the
construction and malitary organizations don't
know each other very well, We have 1o edu-
cote employvers pbout what the military
does," Dan Caulfield explained. *We belicve
that Helmets to Hardhats ean do that.”

The 16-member staff, including five feld
recruiters and as many more field trades con-
sultants, are cuwmently camying some key
messages to 15 unions, with more than 7,000
locals, that form the AFL-CIO's Building
and Construction Trades Diepartment.

One 15 thal veterans want work. The unem-
ployment rate among military veterans is
three timnes higher than the nabonal avernge.
That incluoded a 14.8 percent unemployment
rate nmong velerins bebween 20-24 vears
old during the first quarter of 20032,

Another is thot militmry people offer the
construction ndustry o stable work force
that is looking for good jobs and carcers
without having 1o go to college or enroll in
gome atler raining program.

"They join the service when they're 18 and
single, and they leave three or four years
lnter married and with a couple of kids,” Dan
Caulfield pointed out. "Johnny doesn't need
i training program, Johaoy needs 3 job."

Union apprenticeship programs make it
possible for veterans und reservists to leam a
irade while they're carming o good living, the
Coulficlds stressed. And the lessons they
leamed while inumilorm coald make it pos-
sible Tor the mew workers o begin their
apprenticeships at o higher level than people
who have never worked before, they added.

Helmets t0 Hardhats can also help recmig-
ing, its advocates believe, by cnsuring peo-
ple who sre thinking about joining 1]_1&: muili-
tary that they will be able to ise their -
ing 1o get a good job when they retum to the
1:|"|.'i:|.i:|!| vkl

*This puis a markel place value on military
skills, and we're here for you when you're
ready,” Dan Caolfield said.

Glenn Schoeffer of Harrishburg, Pa., leamed
many years ago how milithry training can
enhance one's civilian career and how eivil-
tan job skills can help someone who 15 m
uniform.

He joined the Penmsylvanda Army Mational
Ciward in. March 1960 after becoming an
apprentice electrician in the Intcrnational
Brotherbond af Electrical Workers in 1957,

Schacffer trained 10 be o military medic af
Fort Sam Houston in Texss. His civilian
electrical training made it possible for him 1o
join his armored cavalry troop's communica-
tions team and to become o radio and fele-
type operabor

He also served as a chemical-biological-
radiclogical (CHBR) sergeant and an intelli-
gence NOO during his six years in the Guard
at the same time he was completing his

"“It’s becoming harder to attract qualified people to blue collar
professions today because so much emphasis is placed on getting
college degrees. The fact is that many people who siart college
don't finish or they wind up with degrees that they can't use while

a lot of good paving blue collar jobs go begging.

= (zlenn Schaeffer

at the hospital,” Schaeffer said.

His CBR expencnce made bom a logical
choice to take a course in indusirial slomic
energy uses, hazards and controls in 1963,
And that enabled him 1o help deal with this
country’s worst nuckear nccident - the partial
meltdown ot Three-Mile Island  near
Middletown, Pa,, in March 19709,

*That combination of training gave me a
good iden of what the workers had 1o do to
repair the problem,” Schaeffer said. "1 could
sort of bridge the gap between the lechnical
people and the eleciricians.”

Young people have many chances to bene-
fit [rom similar training today, insisted
Schaciler, who will promote the Helmets to
Hardhats progrom (o union people in
Pennsylvantn

“It's becoming harder to aliract qualified

people to blue collar professions ioday
becanse so much emphasis is placed on get-
ting college degrees,” Schaeffer observed.

*The fact is that many people who start col-
lege don't finish or they wind up with
degrees that they can't use while a ot of
pood paying blue collar jobs go begging,” he
added.

And there are many young people in this
country who don’t want to go to college but
who want to serve their couniry and get good
jobs and raise families, said Schacffer and
the Caulfields.

Helmets to Hardhats, they clamm, wall give
those people the chance to put their best foot
forwand in the construction industry afler
they have done that in the military,

Phicto by Master Sgi. Bob Haskall, National Gusnd Buresu

union's apprenticeship program.

He wuﬂ for 10 _'.-EnI;ﬁ as an electrician st Matthew Caulfield (left) and his son Dan, both former Marines, recently visited
o Harrishurg hospital. "My National Guard Washington, D.C., to explain the Helmets to Hardhats program designed for
mvedical training helped me to understand the  People, who want to apply their military training to civilian jobs in the con-

medical people and procedures while | was struction industry.
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ommunicating for peac

Guardsman blends in with Afghan population

By Sgt. 1st Class Eric Wedeking
Mational Guand Bursau

ARLINGTON, Va. = Even duning the
eariiest stages of the war on terrorism, the
Mational Guard fought on the frontlines of
Afphanistan, thanks in part to a citizen-
soldier who volumteered 1o serve as o lin-
guist with coalition special operations
troops rooting out Al Qaida and Taliban
fighters.

Sgt. 1st Class Mahmood Qadn is now
safely back in the United States perform-
ing is daily duties as an Army National
Cruard MO0, But only a few months ago,
he roamed the mountains of enstem
Afphanistan, in search of fermonsis.

"It's like the Wikl West over there, only
wigrse,” Oadr said, "There are all of these
different military gangs m the country.
They're like the mafia. Then, you have the
business people who want profection and
different governors. Bul the povernmeni
can't do anything becadse they hove moth-
ing.

I:immh'miy fllowing the Sept. 11, 2001
atiscks on the World Trade Center mmd
Pentagon, Qaodri worked the telephone as a
training noncommissioned officer for the
Army MNational Guard's Training Division
in Arlington. Months later the Army's
Central Command based in Tampa, Fla.,
ordered (adn 1o report 1o MacDill Air
Force Base, Fla, for temporary duty as a
linguist. Cadri speaks both Arabic and
Urdu - a Hindi dialect spoken in
Afghanistan, Pakisian and [ndia

“They were fighting over me in
Afghmnistan,” he said  Qadn and thres
other hinguisis quickly joined the special
operations roeops, who traveled through-
out Afghamistan traming local milibas and
providing perimeter security for coalition
forces.

At an pbandoned Russian airstnip in casi-
em Afghanistan, the coalition tnoops came
under hostile fire.  The trained Afghan
tropps iraveling with the coalition soldiers
used o Hissian tank to quickly dispatch the
ARETEsSOlE.

"When we were fired on, the Afghan
troops quickly fired back and they got
therm,” Oadri =aid. They were really good
and very experienced.”

Qadri came by his language skills
becavse be spent much of his childhood in
the Middle East and Asin. His parenis are
from Hydrabad, India, known as the high-
tech "Silicon Valley®™ of thai country.
When Qadrl was a child, his family lived
in Pakisian and Saudi Arabia, because his
father worked as a linguist for the 1.5,
Sinte Department,

[

[}
[ |

Army National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Mahmood Qadri (second from right) stands in front of a Russian-made
armored combat vehicle along with local Afghan militia troops guarding a former Soviet air base in eastern
Afghanistan as coalition Special Operations troops used the base as a staging area on the War on Terrorism.

Dadri lnter attended a private high school
in Lebanon, but when the country's mging
civil war reached a boiling point in 1975,
his family was forced to leave for the
United Stabes.  Afier graduating from
school in the United States, he joincd the
barine Compes,

In 1982, (iadn returned 1o Lebanon dur-
ing coalition attempds o guash the vio-
lence there. He remained in the Marine
Corps and Marine Corps Reserve for six
vears before joining the North Caroling
Army Mational Guard. During the Persian
Ciulf War, he eamed 8 combat pateh while
nugmenting the 525th  Military
Intelligence Brigade as & linguist,

Eleven years later, the 46-year-obd soldier
trudged up and down dangerous Afghan
mountain passcs with coalittom specinl
operations troops, caming the nght o
wear another combat patch. But this time,
it was much differcnt than serving in
Beirot and Kuwait.

"Most of the troops | worked with were
in their early 205, They called me ‘the old

man’ &Il the time,” Cradri said. “They treal-
ed me with respect, bul [ was feeling old
because | was with these much younger
people.”

Cradri wasn't a single soldicr anymone,
gither, 35 he had heen duning previous
wartime deployments, When be went to
Afghanistan, he left behind his wile, and
voung children,  "Thai was hard, really
hard,® Qadn said. "1 really missed my
family and T thought about them all of the
time.”

After he wvolunteered to deploy to
Afphanistan, Cadn's orders direcied him
to immediately stow his moor biade,

With beards, Qadr and the other linguists
and special operations troops could more
readily blend with the local Afghan popu-
lation. The soldiers also’ adopted native
clothing and hesdgear.

Oradri’s beard was an effective disguise,
so effective, in fact, his children didn't rec-
ognize him when he retumed from
Afphanistan. Althouph the children final-
Iy staried getting used 1o his beard after

several days, Qadri shaved off the bushy
growth, And the family had 1o go through
the familisnzation process all over again,

"They finally got used fo me being
arcund again,” Cedn said.

Although Afghans in castern areas of the
country lived in the midst of a brutally
dangerous war zone, Oadri said they were
extremely friendly toward LS. and coah-
tion forces.

"Their concemns were about basic thmgs
like their family, their safety, cating, gel-
ting water, getting their children educat-
ed,” Oadri said, "1 hardly saw any women;
it was mostly just men. Many people had
sent their families 10 Pakistan.”

Also, the local populace wrged LS.
troops o remain o help rebuild the war-
tom country, Cadr said.

"The Afghan people are very hard work-
ing and they are o proud people, They just
don't have the opportunities that other peo-
ple have,” be said.
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Taking care of business: Troops mobilize

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Halicnal Guard Burcau

ANDREWS AFB, Md. - The concerns of a pition on the
threshold of another war were reflected in the tear-filled
cyes of a litle girl who said good-bye to her daddy at
Andrews Air Force Base, Md., early on Feb. 21,

"I'm afraid this i a lot harder on my linde girl than she
thought it would be,” said the father, an enlisted man, whao
deployed with about 200 members of the District of
Columbia Afr National Guard's highly-decoraied 113th
Wing 10 a place they could not talk about so they could
support the war against terrarism.

The desert brown eamouflape uniforms and ight susts
they wore during their mobilization ceremony were i sure
sign that the members of the D.C. Air Guard's fighter
squadron were bound for a base within F-16 striking
runge of Irag should they have 1o engage in a war aguinst
that country.

"We had been kind of anticipating it, and we wene due
for a rotation for Operation Northem Watch anyway
unless this kicked in.” =aid the Air Guard sergcanl
Meither he nor sther members of the wing ane being iden-
tified, because of the sensitive nature of their deployment
and to help safeguard their families.

The father has promised his daughter a tap to Disncy
World when he returns, But no one was predicting how
long it would be before the dad returns from the deploy-
ment that members of the wing seemed anxiows to get on
with,

"We want 10 make sure that Sepl. 11 pever happens in
our backyard sgain, 50 we have 1o take care of business
elsewhere,” said another veteran airman about the wing's
first major deployment since 1998, when members were
sent to Incidik Alr Base in Turkey to support Operation
Naorthern Watch

Here is the difference. Northern Watch i an ongoing
mission that would have committed members of the wing
o help enforce the no-fly zone over northen Irag for
about 90 days beginning in April, a wing spokesman
explained. The mobilization to possibly participate in a
full-scale war coubd last for as long as a year.

That's why little girls clung to their fathers” necks, why
sons tried to look brave, and why spouses. parents and
close friends of the departing Air Guard members quistly
talked, lsughed and prayed together for as fong as they
could in the B.C. Afr Guands Hanger 3.

Members of the |13th, however, were clearly ready 1o do
their part just as many National Guard members have
been doing since Sept. 11, 2001, and as the pace of the
mobilizations for missions at home and abroad has picked
up dramatically this year.

Preparntions to wage war with Iraq unless that country
agrees 1o disarm to President Bush's and the United
Naticns” satisfaction have prompted the increased call-
ups. The Mational Guard is providing more than half of
the reserve component troops, who have responded to this
duty call.

The number of Army and Air Guard people alerted for or
participating in the war sgainst terrorism vaulted from
nearly 52,000 on Jan. 10, to nearly 99,000 by the follow-
ing Monday, the National Guard Burcau reported. That
was the largest Guard force alerted since terrorists
artacked the American bomeland 16 months carlier,

The total first surpassed 100,000 op Jan, 29 snd had
climbed 10 about 120,000, including 22,305 Air Guard
members, the day those in the 113th Wing faced a huge
American flag and briefly celebrated their mobilization.

Photo by Mastor Sqt. Bob Haskall, National Guard Bureay

A little girl says good-bye to her daddy at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., as he prepares to depart with
about 200 other members of the District of Columbia Air National Guard's highly-decorated 113th

Wing to suppaort the war against terrorism.

That's about o guarter of the National Guard foree, and
that total included 15,000 Army and Air Guard personnel,
whose units have been identified for mobilization even
though they have nod been officially alerted.

About 1,000 of the D.C. Guard's citizen-soldiers and air-
men have been brought on board, That includes members
of the Army Guard's 54 Tth Transportation Company, who
were honored on Jan, 24 before departing for their mobi-
lization station at Fort Bustis in Newpon News, Va.

That cutfit was mobilized for Desert Shield duty in
MNovember 1990 and logged more than 700,000 miles in
Saudi Arabis while hauling food, fuel, smmunition and
other supplies and while transporting casualties and pris-
opers of war during its five months in the Persian Gulf

The 113th Wing was not mobilized for that war against
Immg. Officials insist it is ready for action should it be
needed this time.

"This is the most highly-truined wing in the Air National
Guard,” said Brig. Gen. David Wherley, the wing's com-
mander who now also serves as the acting commuanding

general for the D.C. National Guard following the retire-
ment of Maj. Gen. Warren Freeman.

"wow it's the 113th Wing fighter clement's tum 1o take
part i the war on terrorism overseas after having flown
combat air patrols and having been part of that war in this
country since Sept. 11." added Wherley. He promised that
hiz staff would be committed 1o looking after the families
while the Guard members are gone.

The wing has many camed distinctions, including nine
consecutive Air Force Outstanding Linit Award and the
Spamtz Trophy as the Air Guanfs top ying unit for 2002.

Mow it has gained the distinction of being called 1o serve
on u front far from home,

=T knovw that separution just ain't casy. Just ask one of s
former grunts,” said Sherwood Goldburg, a Vietnam vet-
eran, who is vice chairman of DUC.'s Advisory Board on
Veterans Affairs. "But when your children and wyour
grandchildren ask you what you did during the war
against terrorism, you will be able to say with pride, 'l did
my par.

s Oy Guans




Finding closure for Shuttle Columbia

By Sgt. 1sf Class Lek Mateo
1001h Mobéda Public Afairs Detachmant

LUFKIN, Texas — Residents of the quict
East Texas commumty awoke Feb, 1 fo a
rurnble that shook homes and mitked win-
dvws. The disturbance was ot a roll of thuns-
der but multiple sonic booms from the fallen
space shuttle Columbia during its fiiled re-
coiry into the canh's atmosphene.

Texas responded immedinely 10 the disas-
ter when Gov, Rick Perry called several hun-
dred Wational Guard scrvice members 1o
duty 10 assist the recovery effort under the
operational name of "Big Thicket.”

Large military troop-carrying vehicles filled
with soldiers molled owmt from  varows
nrmmories throughaod Esst Texas and con-
verged on the impacted counties aklong the
Texas-Lowisiana border o help in the mas-
Ive joanl recovery operation.

The Texas soldicrs are working with the
Federal Emergency Managemeni Agency,
the Maotiopal Aeronaotics and Space
Admindstration and other federal, sinte and
local agencies during this emergéncy opera-
Lo,

Upon receiving their marching orders,
members of the Guard quickly deploved 10
slart searching the likely impact area that
focised primarily on six East Texas counfics,
cncompassing thousands of squore miles
plong the shutte Might path.

NASA officials. wamed the public and
search tenms o avoid touching rmaferial from
the shuttle because of the poessibility that it
may be explosive, mdicactive of contaminat-
ed with dangerous rocket fuel.

Among the Goard unils deployed was
Texas' fith Civil Suppont Team from Austin,
one of 32 suthorized National Guard units of
its kind specially imined fo detect, identily
and remove harardous materials. For the (irsl
time since their nctivation as a umid, the Gih
CST converged with C8Ts from Arkansas,

Lousinna, Oklahoma and New Mexico 1o
wiork durmng this crisis.

The Texus Guard also. provided aviation
azsels from the 491h Armored Division. The
crews {lew numerous misshons throuwghoul
the state, logging in more than 100 flight
hours, especially over East Texas where the
majority of the shuttle materinl was concen-
trated.

Cin the ground, soldiers moved m-line 20-
feet apart from each other, performing whi
they all described as a "police call” on &
grand scale, Where shutile: matenial was
mixed in with existing debris on the ground,
Cardsman kad 10 pay special attention in
what they described o= looking for a needle
in o haystack.

Col. Eddy M. Spurgin, task force com-
mander of the 36h Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, 49th Ammored Division, commended
his soldiers for teeir diligence and motiva-
tion on a mission thot he deemed noble and
warthwhile.

"I would like to let every Texan know that
wie are all citizen-soldiers, and that just o few
days ago, we were all at our civilian jobs wnd
going about our everyday business when we
were called wp to serve after the shuttle
tragedy,” Spurgin said.

Some of the local soldiers wha live in the
aréa have been on duty since the first day of
the catastrophe - helping local law enforce-
menl olficials secure shuttle material thal
descended from the stratosphere only hoars
belore.

These reinforcements provided much need-
ed relief 1o the overwhelmed first respon-
ders. The grim sk of trying 1o locate the
remuins of the seven astronauts comlinued sy
an effort that NASA and the Guard consid-
ered fop prionty.

*Owr soldicrs are very semsitive fo the
solemn job they undertake — and place great
respect and reverence for the deceased and

“Onr soldiers are very sensitive to the solemn job they undertake -
- and place great respect and reverence for the deceased and their
families. We are all citizen-soldiers, and when we are asked to do
something for our state or for our country, we'll respond and do

what is asked of us. "

~ Col. Eddy M. Spurgin

their fumilies,” said Spurgin, "We are all cil-
tzen-soldiers, and when we are asked 1o do
apmiething for our state or for our country,
we'll respond and do what s asked of us.”

Spurgin also expressed his appreciation for
the countless communiny volunteers and pri-
vabe proups who tumed out in force to help
feed and provide moral support for his sol-
diers and the vanous participafing agencies
involved with the recovery operation.

Robert L, Barker, 8 65-vear-old retired vet-
eran from Hemphill, Texas, was one of the
viplunicers wha feli a sense of patriotic duty
1o help with the shattle tragedy. The small-
populated town swelled overnight from the
influx of hundreds of searchers, wming the
local YFW meeting hall into a command
cener and staging area. Barker recalled how
he and his peighbors crowled throogh the
thickets looking for materinl from the shuttle
on the day of the disaster until fatigue forced
him to stop.

Feeling o common bond with the Guard
members who took over the scarch, Barker
skl they impressed him with their profes-
sionalism and sense of duty during their stay
in hiz town. One of the soldiers praised by
Barker was Ple. Frank L Allen, of Co. A, dith
Armuor, 112th B, 4%k Amnored Div., who
volundeered for the mission.

A full-time college freshman attending
Texas A&M University at College Station,
Allen postponed his studies 5o be could e
ticipate. Instead of learning aboul history in

the classroom, Allen is expericncing and liv-
ing real-world history.,

The young soldier and his 1eam members
braved the unrelenting cold rain that el
sieadily on them as they tudpged tinessly
through musddy fields and woods. Allen aaid
that the foul weather was an inconvenience
that they all could live without, but locating
o significant find gave him and his fellow
goldiers g feeling of warmth and motivation,
which helped o minimize their discomion
il drove them 1o look even harder,

"We did different things to motivaie cach
other,” Allen said, "Anyiime one of us found
something, we all felt like the eam found it
becnuse we are all out here searching.”

Allen commented that the astronauts sacri-
ficed their Hves for America and the world
when the mishap occurred and that 15 why
every effon should be made to recover their
remaing. For Allen the disaster still seems
surreal, bul it's impoct could be felt by
everyone when they did find shutile material
ar rermsains of Columibin's crew.

"You kind of lose a sense of how real it is
until vou find another piece, and then it
becomes real again,” Allen said. "You sull
can't believe that you are out here picking up
pieces of the space shuttle,”

Allen added that he hopes the families of
Columbin's astronputs find closune and know
thot bhe and the rest of his unit are willing to

sty a5 long as needed o fimish ther somber
sk,

Frigid weather cancels final day of biathlon competition

JERICHO, Vi. = The final story af the 2003
Chief, Mational Guard Burean Biathlon
Championships here at Ethan Firing Range
was the weather

After o weeklong batle wath the fngid
weather that moved into the northeast alier
the opening event, the Nnal day's below the
allowable limit tempemiure of < degree
Farenheit, plus the wind-chill factors forced
the mce jury to cancel the team reloy race,

The already delayed mormning start, lefl the
18 tearms, including the four first ever offi-
cial full women's teams sithing in the Walker
Building ni the site complex, wasting For
warmer lemperatures thal never came,

In the interest of safety, the mce was can-
celled, A fow were disappointed, however,
st weere thankful thae they did net have 1o
struggle with the environment ot the same
time as racing the competition.

The 28th CMGB Binthlon Championship
concleded with Maj. Gen. Martha Ramville,
the adjutnni general of Vermont awarding
the medals ot the final banguet.

Enrning All-Guard Composite Honors for

their combined performances m the two
individual mces wene:
Senior Men
Spe. Jesae Downs, VIARNG
Spe. Brian Lilly, VTARMNG
Bpc. Jacob Beste, MNARNG
Spe. Mark Matheny, MIARNG
Spe. Benjomin Kamileciwe, VTARNG
Capt. Curtes Schremer, NYARMNG
Senjor Women
Spe. Sarah Riley, MIARNG
Ist Lt Sarm Granroth, YTARMG
Tech. Sgi. Deborah Nordyke, NYANG
Spe. Erin Grohem, YTARNG
Jumior Men
Pwi. James Smith, MTARNG
Junjor Women
Spc. Andrea Motely, CHARNMCG
Awnrded the rotating annual Chiel's
Teophy for the team events was Venmaond,
with second poing 1o Minnesotn and third to
Moptana.  Mext yvear's competition will be
held at Camp Ripley in Littke Falls, Minn

Phatn peavided

Maj. Gen. Martha Rainville presents awards al the 28th CNGB Biathlon
Champlonships in Jericho, Vt. to (left to right) Tech. Sgt. Deborah Nordyke, 1st

Lt. Sara Granroth and Spc. Sarah Riley.
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Guard team learns to master disa

By Master Sgi. Deb Smith
HE Colorado Alr National Guard

CHARLESTON, W.Wn. - Nestled deep in the misty
Appalachian coal country, and a half-mile nside a West
Virginia mountain, its damp and the light is dim. But the chall
in the air doesnt come close to the chill mmning up your
gping a8 vou sbep over the injured and dying that liter the
path ahesd.

Resembling something more out of a horror movie than a
classromm, it's not what most people think of a5 an ideal
leaming environmeni. But then Lt. Col. Fred Hoon and his
22-mernber fcam aren't "most people®

“This is type of environment really takes us out of our com-
fort zone,” says Hoon. "And in our bosiness, that's exactly
where we need to be.”

Hoon is the commander of the Colorado National Guard’s
Bth Weapons of Maoss Destroction Cral Support Team
{WMD-CS5TY), and staying uncomfortable is exactly what this
ehite growp did while training m the Center for National
Response (CHR) near Standand, West Virginia,

A Different Kind of Pap Quiz

Open to civil and military organizations that respond 1o
weapons of mass destruction and hazardous matennls events,
the CWE i3 a two-lane, 2,800-fpot long mountaim wnnel with
over 79,000 square feet of training space. Built in 1953 and
gbandoned by the Tumpike Authority in 1987 when 1-77
opened between Beckley and Charleston, the former Wesi
Virginia Turnpike Tunnel is now one of the nation's leading
CMErgEncy response iraining complexes that can accommo-
dates multiple scenario exercises. And the sccnanos are as
realistic as they come.

"We try to give folks an undealistic lock at what they may
walk into someday,” said LB, Anderson, Logistics Manager
for the CHNE, "WMD events will aever look ke wou think
they will and the actors and cffects we employ are meant to

Photos by Masier Sgt. Deb Smith, Colorado Alr National Guard

Mestled inside an abandoned turnpike tunnel in the hills of West Virginia, the Center for National Response
is far-removed from the prying eyes of both the media and the public. ts remote location makes It an Ideal
spol for many WMD-CST and HAZMAT teams to train without upsetting local residents or confusing other

first responders.

shake students out of any preconceived ideas that can cause
them 1o overlook details.”

Uniguely suited to meet the specinlized irnining needs of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), Consequence
Management (CM), and Counter Terrorizm (CT) firs
responders, the CME makes goosd use of its arsenal of specinl
eifects equipment-including & city bus, a subway mezranine
and platform, laid rubble props, over 25 passenger vehicles,
three mobile homes and an 18-wheel tanker wuck loaded
with simulated hazardous materials, In addition, the CNR
staff has even constructed o 1 20-foot wide, 3-foot high pas-
sageway designed to irain responscs (o operaie in confined
spaces. The combination of these fife-sire training aids, and
a highly concentrated curmiculum quickly puts both student
and expuipment 10 1he 1est,

“In our jobs, we have to abways contend thal we ang not on
scene to take civre of the injured-and that means we may have
io walk over dead and dwing people (o gather a sample,” said
MSgt. Alren Woods of the Sth WMD-CST. "Touching an
injured person puls us i nisk becouse they may be heavily
contaminated with the suspecicd agent, We're there sumply
pel a sample, sssess the situation, and get out. We're of no use
fo anyone if we're contaminated foo. That kind of stimuli=
people crying for help-can really make it difficult.®

CNE staffers don’t tke their jobs: or their mission m stride.
[t can take several months to research and assemble a com-
prehensive training package thit will mest the needs of a par-
ticolar crganization, Even preparation for shorter weekend
COUrses muy require weeks.

*Srudents have to think very carefully about every move they
make,” said Anderson,

"From how they are going to execute their assignment, 1o

how they are going to manage entical life support nesources.
Rescue missions can quickly fum into survival missions sim-
ply because student teams exhaust their oxygen supply
before they reach the injurned.”

And if that's not epough to think about, students say they're
also on the look oul for booby traps,

" Az we enler the hol-rone” we're constantly leoking for sec-
ondary devices and stufl that not so obvious,™ said Woods.,
"We look for stuff like the secondary explosives found in the
Alabama abortion clinic bombings-timed specifically 1o go
off after the first respondlers got there.”

Location, Location, Lecation
Far removed from any large civilian population base, ithe
CNR enables WMD, HAZMAT and other first responders o
train in the manner they need (o face WMD and other cata-
strophic disasters. The growing inferest in the fscility appears
tor stem from the extreme privacy of its sequestered mountain
lcation, Teams are able to train o the maximum kevel with-
out alarming the public and confusing the media.

*It's very difficult to pui together o realistic traning "disas-
ter' chose o o heavily populated area,” =aid one Colorado
Ciuard member who asked not to be identified. “And afler
September 11, folks fend 1o be a linle more nervous when
we break ool our Level-A protective suits and go wondering
through 4 lange-scale venue-we hove 1o act differently and
think differently, and that hinders our trining significantly. |
think you can really tell-we're o lof more focused.”

While both truining and mental strength can help students
prepare, all the exercises in the world are useless if they
aren't conducted on a seale that accurately rellects what
r:qmj:m e o e jub. KR p.'l.ﬂ:il:ipunu say textbook
training balds a solid foundation, but being able to expen-



ster in ahandoned turnpike shaft

ence trmining with the depth and magnitude
found st the Memorial Tunmel is what helps
them get ready for the real thing,

*Training can be designed 1o give us the
wltimate edge, and to do that, the training
has to be provided in a realistic scerano o
setting,” said Woods, "That's why we like
fraining in lange-scale venues, Because we
know very well that we may be walking into
that same large-scale venue-and looking for
product |contaminants].”

A Diverse Student Boady

Though there are many entical skills that
ure especially important to WMD and HAZ-
MAT responders, CNE graduntes feel the
iroat vital is the ability 10 work under pres-
sure in a multi-agency environment,
Agencies of all levels and jurisdictions muy
be called to investigate different facets of an
accident involving hazardous materials of
weapons of mass destruction. Local low
enforcement authorities, state troopers, fire-
fighters, federal emergency monagement
persoamnel, the Department of Justice, the
military, and even the FBI all may have a
particular mterest 1 @ single evenl. Each
has agenda, cquipment and individual prior-
itics, S0 how does anything get done?

"During an emergency, decisions often
musi be made that have a dinect impact on
saving lives and property, and because there
can be so many agencies involved its
imporiant o hove a well-established chain
of command.” said Hoen, "That's the job of
ithe incident commander.”

Emergency responders of all types must
choose where and when (o deploy valuable-
and often scarce-resources, In order to make
such critical decisions, as well as those that
may nob directly impact life and property, a
g:_'u_'qj uﬁﬂﬂﬁ]ﬂ]"jillﬂ_ of how other agl:'llp.‘i.cri
operate 15 crucial,

"li's interesting b0 S0¢ eVEryOne Workmg
together,” said one West Virginia first

responder. “T've never really seen o full
WMD team m sction until today.”

Multiple agencics train o the same tome on
the same incidents to force them to work
iogether and understand each other's capa-
bilities. For example, one CNE- scenano
depicied an explosion at makeshifi "crack-
lab" in which the local responding low
enforcement personnel found not only the
concealed lab, but also o dead commercial
truck driver covered in a powdery white
substance. Once law enforcement personnel
cleared the building and arrested the sis-
pect, the WMD eam was ready fo decon-
inminate the officers, the guspect and send o
survey team into the building to collect a
sample of the suspicious white powder

"Establishing good working relationships
with other agencies is so valuable,” said
Woods., "Without them, you really hinder
your ability to go ot and do joint missions.
By doing joint traming, not only with other
military umits, but with other government
pgencics, we gain trust in what they can do-
and they gain frust in us,”

Traiping for the Taking

With a significant amount of federal fund-
ing. the CMR expects 1o train more than
1,500 military and civilian personnel this
vear, There are no user fees associated with
the use of the CNR for state or federal first
responders during 2002,

While the typical truining course probably
TN }'ll.'||.1 an wstant army of master (st
responders, il will, however, conlinse fo
produce betier-trained, mone confident indi-
vidunis ready 1o face the challenges of a
post Sepiember |1 world.

For more information on the West Virginia
Memorial Tunnel Complex or the Center for
Mational Response, visit them online  at
www.wymemorialiunnel.eom, of contact
CNR program manager Mel Wick at (703)
1834 308,

With more than 79,000 square feet of training space, the abandoned tunnel
provides the ultimate setting for emargency response teams to train for mass
disasters. From collecting chemical samples (top right) to communicating
with multiple agencies through specialized communications equipment
{right}, the tunnel provides a realistic environment to prepare for the worst.
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Georgia Guard unit plays integral part in America's shuttle program

By Lt Col Ken Baldowski
Georgia Aur National Guard

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla - Since the tragic
events of Sep. 11, the Savannah-based Georgia
Aidr MNational Guard's 11Tih Air Control
Squadron has played integral part in Amcrica's
Shuttle Program,

Dhunng the past six Shutile lounches, the umi
has employed ity sophisticated mdar to identi-
Py and commumicate with any aircraft ventur-
ing near the restncled aispace over Cape
Conaveral, during launch day for America's
shuttle missions,

While Mission Control, st Cape Canavernl,
calls for hundreds of final authorizations
before the launch of a space shutthe, among the
miost eritical reports is the stetos of nirspace
security around the sprawling Cape Cannveral
complex. I clear, the Georgia Cuardsmen
msoniioring the skies will deliver a confident
"Cio for Launch® clearing the way for a liftoff.

For each Shuttle laoneh, more than 50
Gieorgia Guardsmen of the 117th Air Control
Squadron scan the skies in search of unadenti-
fiexd arcraft ventunng mto the resiricied mir-
space sround Cape Canaveral, Thetr mission
1% b0 ensure that this symbol of America’s spir-
it and pride occurs without incident from a ter-
rarst attack

During a lsunch sequence that begins days
before liftoff, mission crew commander Major
Wictor Long and o full control feam scan
mdarscopes pinpointing aircraft entering the
restricted airspace.  "Fortunately, all nircraft
have complied with our instroctions.” sad
Long, an 18-yenr Guardsman who has partici-
pated in the Inst six lsunches.

The Georgis unit is the only Air Naticnal
Guard unit of iis kind assigned to support the
launches. “Our mission here ot the Cape s a
direct result of the terrorist attack on America
on 9-11," says Lt Caol. Dick Austin, com-
mander of the 117th, "We're here to help pre-
vent o hostile attack on the Shsile®

Austin says. that seon afier the terorist
pitncks on the World Trade Center and the
Fentagon, MASA and Air Force Space
Command realized the extm need for securiiy
ol the Cape. Therefore, they established a po-
fiy rone during lounches and have taken meas-
ures fo enhance the Cape's airspace defense,

Despite the measures tnken, however, there
are momenis when vielations of the airspace
take place. "The main violators of the restrict-
ed sirspace are private pilots of small aircrafl
that are unnware of the restrictions in place al
the time of a Shstile Ininch,”. siates Capt.
Elizabeth Baker, o veteran of four lasumnches
During such occurrences, 11Tth Air Battle
Managers have at their disposal airborne fight-
er-aircraft that will infercept uncooperative
pilots and escort them sway from the area,

"MASA recognizes the role that we play for
each Shutthe laumnch, and | feel homnored that we
are the (A Nationnl Guoerd) unit asked for by
NASA to be a part of this exciting event for
Amenca,” Austin =aid.

(Editors Mote: This article on the mission of
117th Air Control Squadron of the Georgis Air
Matiomal Grard for the lawnch of lhe Space
Shuritle Columbin was written immediately fol-
towing iz lavnch on Jan. 16, 2003, As members
of the Shutife launch team, e man snd wamen
of ihe 117th shave & special mdationship with the
MASA techalclans and missian suppor parsan-
nel wiho work with ihe Shuttle propram af Cape

Canaveral and are deeply saddencd by the recant
Columbia digaslern)

10 =0 G

Phicia by LI Col Ken Baldowski

{Top left) Space Shuttle Columbia launches on its
ZTth mission as seen from the 117th Air Control
Site at Cape Canaveral. The January launch was
the sixth launch In which the 117th maintained the
securlty of the Immediate airspace at Cape
Canaveral. (Above) Maj. Ron Spler, 117th survel-
liance office, monitors aircraft crossing Into the "no
fly zone” around the Cape during the January
launch of Shuttle Columbia, Mission Control awaits
an all-clear sign for local airspace before continu-
ing countdown to launch. [Left) A Georgia
Guardsman erects an antenna network at Cape
Canaveral to assist in sirspace security for the
launch of Columbia. (Below) Georgla Guardsmen
reel out hundreds of yards of cable days prior to
the January launch of the Space Shuttle, More than
50 Guardsmen have deployed to Cape Canaveral
for each of the past six shuttle launches.




Taming the ‘Beast of the East’

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Maticnal Guand Buredu

WASHINGTON, DLC.~ Nigerin was never
like this, said o District of Columbia Army
Mational Cuard sergeant, who spent the
President's Day heliday weekend helping
people dig ouwt from a blizeard that forced the
natipn’s capital ond muwch of the ecastem
Uniited States into a smowbound halt,

Nearly 800 members of the Mational Guard,
the equivalent of & remforced battnling, wene
helping kocal anthorities in eight states deal
with the "Beast of the East™ by Feb. 13, LISA
Today reported 1t was "the biggest siorm
much of the country has seen in o decade.”

Some 350 Army Guard troops were on siate
gctive duty in Maryland alope, said eitizen-
soldiers trackimg the force at the Army
Guard's Readiness Center in Arlington, Yo

Delavware peaked af 134 Army Guand sal-
diers, while Mew Jersey pressed 84 into stabe
gctive duty and Kentucky ramped up more
than 100 to help clear storm-strewm debris
and power up generntors in that state.

Troops In Mew Jersey, New York and
Virgimin also supporied the effort. The total
included nine members of the Air National
Guard on duty in Delaware, Kentucky and

West Virginia.
Many of the Guard troops rolled out in reli-
able, four-wheel-drive Humivees, or

"Hummers," to carmy pobce officers over
streeis and roads clogged with drifting snow
and buned cars and o transport emergency
personnel 1o work,

That was what about 40 Dstrict of
Columbia Army Guard soldiers, inchuding
Sgt. lst Class Abayomi Eminbata and Staff
Sgt. Mark Steedley, did in living up to their
medto *Caprtal Guardians,”

Both are full-time members of the D.C.
Cuard’s counter-drug team, but the white
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powder that concerned them most on this
weekend was the snow that made the streets
in Washington, D.C., all bt impassable. The
Guard soldiers and police officers they
worked with alse patiently dealt with impa-
tient civilinns, who seemed 1o ihink that the

Fhotod by Makler Sgi. Bob Hasiol, Nafional Guand Bursau

Humveas oparated by members of the District of Columbla Army National Guard carried police officers and other emer-
gency workers through Washington streets, where other cars could not go after the Presidents’ weekend blizzard.

state of emergency did not apply to them.

Emiabata, who grew up in Nigeria before
coming to DLC, to attend Howard University,
andd  Steedley  were assigned 1o the
Metropalitan  Police Department®s Third
District and it 25 or 30 blocks in the north-
WwesleTn Secion.

"We didn’t even have o word for ‘snow,”
becamse it was unknown 1o us" said
Emigbata of his west African homeland. He
has learned o fir amount sbout winder and
heowr thie MNational Guard helps out since mov-
ing to Amendci,

"We did the same thing during the storm in
Janeary of 1996, said Eminbata s he and
Steedley  patrolled  the district  with
Metropolitan Police Piec. Sylvester Jackson
during a Tuesday aflernoon seven years Inter.

They bad usad the Humvee to pull & police
cruiser out of deep snow in the city's west
end that moming, they said. They did that
after towing 1o bare ground the rescue vehi-
cle that had initinlly been dispaiched 1o pull
out the stuck cruiser.

The two Guand soldiers had also dreiven
Inspector Hilton Burton, the Metropolitan

Police Department's night supervisor known
ns “Night Hawk,™ scross town the previous
evening 0 he could appear ot a press confer-
ence al DuPont Circle.

"We get them to where they've gol 1o go or
from where thev've gol to come from. We
make sure we give them that extra hand,"
said Emisbata, "This helps to solidify our
relationship with the Metropolitan Police, It
also brings a certain degree of good will 1o
the Guard, because the people see us out
here "

"I like working with the MPD," said
Eminbata, who has belped foster thai reln-
tonship between the D.C. police force and
the WNational Guard during the past 14 years.
"The only difference 5 our uniforms.
Otherwise, they make sure we have the same
things and that we are extended the same
courtesies.

That 1'1:1;|in|5 af respect seems o be gl

"These are sharp personnel,” said Jackson,
who was working with National Guard
troops for the first time, "1 can work with
these guys anytime.™

District of Columbia Army MNational Guard Sgt. 1st Class Abayomi Emiabata
(left) and Staff Sgt. Mark Steedley watch the traffic at a busy Washington inter-
section while Metropolitan Policeman Sylvester Jackson checks in with Third
District headquarters during a Tuesday patrol after the Presidents’ Weekend

blizzard buried the nation's capital.
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Maryiand
National Guard

members dig out

the community
after severe
winter storm

Sgt. Michael J. Minardi
Maryland Mational Guard

BALTIMORE, Md. -While neigh-
borhood children frolicked in the deep
snow, Maryland Guard members
worked feverishly to clear the strecls
from a record Febmary snowfall in
Baltimore.

The newly elected governor of
Maryland, Roberi L. Ehrlick Jr,
declared a state of cmergency and
called out the 1215t Bngineers from
Ellicott City, Md., after the four-day
snowstorm that dumped over 28 inch-
es finally subsided. 'With their engi-
neer equipment, members of the wnit
hit the streets o help the state refum
to m sense of mormaley.

The snow paralyzed the ares and cre-
ated hovoe in it's wake.

"lix bad! Real bad,” said Sgt.
Clarence Henson, Alpha Company,
who helped direct traffic mround o
front-end loader that frantically raced
o clear the intersection.

Pfc. Charles Freedman echoed the
septiments of his fellow Guand mem-
ber, saying, "Ii's a hig mess and a lod
of work, bui we're the Maryland
Mational Guard and we're here to ke
care of "

Spc. Martin  Langgle, 243rd
Engineers, explained the system
worked out for the snow remaoval. "As
soon as one treck gets Dilled with
snow, it moves and the next one inkes
its place like an assembly line."

The process continued as convoys of
snow-filled trocks wransporied and
dumped their white loads at a desig-
nated ficld in Baltimore City.

The operation repested isell over
and over until, finally, ¢ity sanitation
crews gained the upper hand on snow
removal. With the approval of a
greatfial state, the Guard members
were relessed from their duty.

Reflecting wpon the events, Spe.
Amdrea . MeVey, the unit public
affairs representative offered, "We've
gotten a bot of positive response from
a lot of people in the communities,
They actually thanked us and shook
our hand and it makes us feel good.”

(Above) An

Army Mational
Guard loader

oparated by
Sgt. Clayton
Chew of tha
121st Engineer
Battalion
removYes Brnow
fram the strests
of Baltimore,
Md. (Left) Due
to the exces-
sive amount of
snow fall,
Guard troops
had to haul the
snow away in
trucks.
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By Peg Moffeti
Mational Guard Bunasu

"Crunch®, "crack™ and "crumble,” such e
the sounds of the huge crane-like recycling
ool known as *The Scissors.” It takes
cament filled 500-pound inert bombs and
shears them apart uniil they fall 1o the canh
in small fragments and cement dust,

This is just one of the many tools employed
i1 the dynamic environmental stewardship of
nir 10 ground bombing. There are many con-
siderations with environmental stewardship
concems and range (raining,

These include safety - will the topography
of the range allow for low-level flight train-
ing? How densely populated is the nrea? Will
nose nffect any livesiock or endanpered
species? How cost effective will this range
be for training suppon?

Air iraining range space can cover far mong
distance than ground space. Take for exam-
ple, Shelby Primury Training Range. The
TS WP Space cnoompasses 8 much greater
volume of space than the actual impact ares.
It bears the name Shelby because it &s part of
Mississippi's Army National Guand's Camp
Shelby,

In an prangement unigue 1o the Adr National
Ciunrd, more than half of the Air National
Gioard mnges are co-located with Army mil-
itory instnliations, This faciliiates excellent
Jodnt service training  oppsortunities and in
several ways reduces polential trafning
sprowl by maximizing available training
space in the air and on the land,

Until very recently, when the Air National
Guard engaged in range training, they used
any target available, Practice largels would
include old tires and jeeps, unusable airomft,
broken tanks and inert bombs.

In fiscal year 2002, a total of 2,641 training
flights (sortics) were flown i the Shelby
bombing range. That i about an 88 percent
utibization e,

"We generally consider 70 percent to be the
safturation podnt for & range, so they ane
busy," =aid Pat Welch, Chiel Airspace,
Ranges, and Combai Readiness Training
Davision for the Adr Nationasl Guard. Wiith all
ihve old targets and the miense training, the
targets and the remains of litier the range
groainds clennup has become a major under-
taking for a range thai has been in operation
since 1971, Acconding to Senior Master Sgi.
Cleve Sanders, Non Commissioned Officer
In Charge of the Shelby Range, approxi-
mately 300 tons from the S00-pound iner
bombs have been part of the campaign,

This residue includes scrap metal, which
will be zold for recycling with a return of the
scrap metal investment going o the Air
Muotionn] Ciaard.

It costs approximately $500,000 per mnge ,
bt costs are reduced o cleanup continues
and there 15 bess to clear.

"It isn't cheap, but it is a requirement that
we are standing up 10, As we cléan up the
range, we ane replacing these targets with the
Joint Modular Ground Target (JMGT),
which are more realistic for target training
and more environmentally friendly,"Welch
said.

The: wctunl operation for the inert bombs
otherwise known as Range Residue

Fila phoios

(Above) “The Scissors” rip dummy bombs apart at Mississippi's Army National Guard's Camp Shelby during Range
Resldue Resource Recovery. [Below) After an Explosive Ordnance teams verifies the dummies are inert, specialized
contracling personnel can then cut the bombs with torches.
Resource Recovery, includes a team of mili-  the best possible trmining for all branches of while mainiaining our environmentnl
tary and contracting specinlists. the active military services and the Reserve  responsibilitics.™

The military Explosive Ordinance Disposal
(EOD) team starts the process by verifying
the Bomb Dummy Units or BDU-33/50
praciice ordnance are fafe and truly iner.
The BDU's hold & spotting charge similar to
a shotgun shell, i left unchecked could pose
o sigmificant danger for opemiors. After EOD
casures the BDUs are safe and ready for dis-
posal, the Range Residue Becovery controc-
tor slices the BOMUs fcanng them apart o
ensure, that any potential charges are dead,
Then, the BDUs are taken fo The Scissors o
be demolished and the sepamtion of materi-
als for recycling begins,

Sanders points out that the overall range for
Shelby is approximately [0 square miles for
the main lund area with an additional 40,000
meres for the west range.

The west range is used a hiutle less since
1985 when the Army staned tmining with
M- Abrams tanks. The Shelby RKange pro-
vides for all the services and must work
closely with other stakeholders such as the
United Siates Forest Service, to preserve and
protect the nation's natural resources,
Snnders adds "We work hand in hand with
the Army and the Forest Service 1o provade




By Master S5gt. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bursau

ROCKINGHAM, N.C. - After picking up 17
positions dunng ftodoy's Subway 40 from s
original starting position of 40¢h, o cul down tire
on lap BS ended the day for the Mo, 34 National
Cinard tenm,

Bodine and the crew tred 1o make repairs for
over an hour but the damage was foo much to
overcomé relegating the Guord guys to a 42nd
place finish,

"We had & flad tire," said Bodine 1o the medin
as the Guard crew worked on the car in the
Ehrige an. "Thails the secomd HLH:kiﬂg_lmI'li
race in a row we've had a flat right-fromt when
ninning well. t's 4 shame because the Mational
Gaard Ford was fast

"We worked oor way up o 23rd and got in a
l.l_i_h:_h:l 5|1nl, b ] l_'ilml started I.-il.‘lihg becatse we
had o ||:||:|1.1|: wiy 1o go ol padeemes 1% whsal il
takes at o place likes this.”

Track time at the Morth Caroling Maotor
Speadway leading up 1o todoy's mee conssted
of an abbeeviated practice session and qualify-
ing roand an Feb, 21,

Regardless, a solid setup was underncath
Bodine and within the first 40 laps, the Guard
car was maning in 29%h position,

Badine radioed in to crew chief Demck Finley
during the first run o report a handling condi-
tion of "loose® going into the tums,

Meanwhile, 3 mandatory coution o check tine
wear on lap 45 wis cancelled when Dale
Eamhards Jr., experenced problems on circudt
Pen, o4

Thie yellow brought the lead lops cars, inchsd-
ing Bodine's, onto pit rosd on lop 47, The Mo, 54
pit crew guickly weni fo work 10 make nn &ir
pressure adjusiment, bolt on  four new
Goodvears and add gos,

The fast stop enabled Boding to pack up one-
track position (o resume green flag rocimg in the
28th runming spot on lap 54.

Jusa five laps into the run, Finley encouraged
his draver by reporting his lap times equivalent
tr the leader. However on lap 80, Bodine
rudioed in to report & problem and before the
team had a chance to rectify the siuation, the
Io. 54 hit the wall.

"1 started bouncing arownd and thooght | had a
broken shock, but when we went for 10 kaps like
that I'm not sune what happened,” said the
Mational Guard drver. "Tire wear on the first
run looked really good. We were real hoppy with
the tires and the car,

"A place like Rockingham is so abusive on
tires. 1% Hierally like running on a big piece of
sand paper. Since all we did was put only put a
pound of air into the Aghi-Tront o tghten up the
car, we must hove just run something over.”

Deapite the disappointing day, the Guard crew
is regrouping and targeting Las Vegas as the
flace to capiure their first victory of 2003,

Gambling for speed may not be necessary afier
a very promising fest session from the Guard
guys eardier this month

Bodine will attempt to defend s pole position
at the UAW-DaimilerChrysler 400,

14 e Oy Grass

Phoios courtagy af Ballar Racng

{Abave) Todd Bodine, driver of National Guard car No. 54 In this season's Winston Cup NASCAR races, with National
Guard troops at Rockingham Motor Speedway. (Below) Race fans had the opportunity to check out the Guard Car.




Tale of two brothers:

Wilsons fought for victory on two fronts

By Ron Holbrook
Missour Mational Guarnd

Walter and Leigh Wilson joined the
Missouri Mational Guard’s Battery O, 125th
Ficld Artillery Regiment in Manyville in the
1930, a quicter and gentler time for America
when just putting food on the fable was a
chief concern. But, all that would soon
change.

Within seven years, both brothers would
become officers in the U.S. Ammy. Leigh
would kead his men in ong of the bloodies:
battles in the Pacific. Walter would win the
Silver Star for his bravery under withering
enemy fire on a battlefield in Europe.

Leigh still recalls the day he enlisted in the
Gunrd, Sept. 7, 1935 and how it was his abil-
ity to pliy the bugle that got him in the
CGuord,

A bright young high school student at the
time, Leigh was starting his junior year of
high school at age 14, He had advanced two
grades in elementary school. He was prac-
ticing on a trumpet in the backyard that
September day when a neighbor heard him
playing.

*Som, if you can play a bugle and learn our
calls, we've got a spol for you in our battery.”
The neighbor was Capt. Edward Concdon, the
Maryville battery commander. who had
served alongside Harry 5, Trumon in France
in Wiorld Waor [

"But, 1 am only 14,” was Leigh's reply.

Leigh jumped ot the chance to enlist and
Join lis alder brother, Walter, who had enlist-
¢d in the local batery the vear before in
1934, The 51 a drill scemed appealing. (9o,
Leigh joined as the unit bugler and caplain's
orderiy.

*You have i remember this was the
Depression and kids worrded about putting
food on the tmble then too,” laughed Leigh

=1 think taking in people underage back then
was nol o0 uncommon in the Army or the
Cuard,” said Leigh. He added that all
ithrough World War [ he was four years
vourger thon what his records actunlly
showed, He had his age comecisd on his
records in 1950,

"We didn't miss the horse drawn anillery by
much, just a few years," said Walter. 1 think
we gof the trucks in pbout 1933, They were
old World War | trucks with chain drives,
would go about 17 miles an hour.

Walter said that probably two-thirds of the
unit’s members were college students at
Maryville at the time.  *That dollar a drill
(drills were two hours long and held on four
Monday nights each month) helped everyone
pay for college. There were o lot of good
officers that came out of that group.” e said.
In Seplember 1940, Leigh was still a private
in the unit when President Eoosevell mobi-
lized the entire 300,000 members of the
Matinal Guard 1o double the size of the

unbermnnned Army.  Walter had lefl the

Waryville unit a short time eardier for a job in
Texas,

He left his job in Texas immediately when
he Found the Guard was being called up and
tried to re-enlist al Maryville with his
Friends, but the unit was full. He was 1old 1o
go 1o the Albany unit, then the battalion
headguarters, and there he became the unit
first sergeant.

There wis much patriotism and a little fear
of the unknown in the air then. England was
under attack almost nightly from Germany's
bombs. But 2 popular upbeat song of the
time tried to aleve all those fears for the
reaervists. Iis refrain was: "Don't worry dear,
I will be home in ® vear.” The Notooal
Guard was called up for one year After
Pear]l Harbor, though, ihose orders were
extended by act of the president and that year
turned indo a long four or five years For most.

The unit feft Maryville in November 1940
with n big send-off aml ceremonies in many
churches, Tt was 8 four-day drive to Camp
Jackson, 5.C.

"We were aboot the [irst ones there and they
put us out in a big feld in tents,” added
Leigh. “"There wasn't muech there st first. I
was very primitive.”

In the spring of 1942 after the unit was
shipped to Camp Blanding, Fla, the Wilson
brothers were selected (o attend Officer
Candidate School at Fort Sill, Oklo.

After graduating from OCS, they were semt
b Camp Maxey near Paris, Texas to train
basic tramees, "Cne week we had 20,0040
civilians dropped on us for training.” said
Leigh. "They told us to make them into a
division and we did."

Leigh Wilson's story

In 1943, Leigh decided to volunicer for
overseas duty.  “The call came for emer-
gency replacement officers for overseas duty.
They wanted young single officers,” Leigh
said. It was for duty in North Africa, he
thought,

Leigh fMipped a com 1o determing il he
should volunteer, heads he woold go; tails he
wouldn't, 1t tumed up tails and be said, "Ch
heck [ will po anyway.” He shipped out 1o
Sun Francisco and then Hawaii where be
joined up with the 27ch Infantry Division,
originally from the New York National
Guard, They set up defensive positions and
conducted amphibious training in prepara-
tion for the Central Pacific campaign.

There, the young first Heutenant procecded
to the Gilbert Islands and the Manana
Islands for one of the mosi pivoial cam-
poigns in the Pacific. Whoever beld the
Marianns could control the sea-lanes south of
Japan, cutting off vital oil, food and other
supplies needed fo susinin o war machine.
And from the islands, U5, B-29 long-range
bombers could easily reach Japon's cities,
1,200 miles away.

O the moming of June 15, 1944, an inva-
gion fleet of 600 ships, including 14 battle-
ships and 25 airerafl carriers prepared for the
attack. On board one of those ships was a
23-year old Ammy first Heutensni named
Leigh Wilson, who just a few years earlier
had sounded reveille on the bugle for the
Maryville unit,

*There were ships as far as you could see,”
said Leigh.

Two Marine divisions hit the islend hard,
bt suffered 2,000 casualties the first day!
Two doys later, the 2Tth Infantry Division
moved morth, The battle continued for 21
long days.

"The Marnes told us the north end of the
iskand was secure when we went nonh. Well
we found i, it wasn't, Our artillery was gent
up there to secure the area and help clear the
Japanese out of their bunkers,” said Leigh.

Unbeknownst to the Americans, the
Japanese high command had ordered a “han-
zai”™ or suicide attack the next moming, July
LB

That banzai attack headed right where
Leigh's battery was dug in.

“It started about 3 a.m. when they sounded
a bugle, They come running across an open
ficld directly at us, some with rifles, some
with spears. 1t Insted all day long, wave after
wave of them. They just about wiped oul two
batalions,” said Leigh.

At times the artillery battalion was firing af
point blank range, straight ahead.  Later the
area was named appropristely “Haraki
Gulch®,

The mext moming the body count of
Japanese killed was 4,311, There were 406
Amencans killed in the batile. "It was nod
pleasant when we got back in there,” added
Leigh.

Leigh received a battlefield commission
and promotion 1o captain on Saipan after his
battery commander was killed.

Several months afier Saipan, Leigh shipped
out for Okinnwa. "The Japanese had pulled
off the beaches so we londed without much
problem, then tumed south.  This wmed out
to be another real rough operation,” =aid
Leigh.

In July 1945, while on Okinawa, Leigh
received onders to go home for 30-days leave
and with orders 10 repon back 1o get ready
for the Honshu opertion, or invasion of
Japan in fall of 1945, That never happened.
The war ended while he was home on leave.

Alfier the war, Leigh became battery com-
mander and then battalion commander of the
[20th Fleld Artillery for nine years in
Maryville. He had the opportunity to énter-
taniry forrer President Truman, his wife, Bess
and daughter before the dedication of the
pew Maryville armory-in February 1955,

During a conversation, the president was
asked if dropping the atomic bomb wus his

e e e e —

most difficult decision. "He said no that
spved more thap a million Amenican Lives,”
recalled Leigh. Leigh's wile, Barbarn, then
said: "Well I guess my hushand was one of
those lives you saved, beciuse he was over
there in Okinawa.” Al thot point, she said,
the president got tears in his eyes.

Leigh later was named commander of the
135th Field Artillery Group. He was pro-
moted o brigadier general in Apnl 1971 and
became assistani adjutant general of the
Missouri MNaotional Guard.  He refired m
1976,

Walter Wilson"s story

Walter continued iraining soldiers i Texas
fior another year and then went oversens with
the 102nd Infantry Division, landing in
Frunce im August 1944, His unit became part
of the Ked Ball Express that kept o supply
lime moving to Gen, George Pation's advanc-
ing Army,

He served with distinction during the war
and eamed the Silver Star for his bravery in
combat, [nterviewed mone than 50 yvears after
the event, Walt il dida't like to talk showt
the night be camed the medal. "Oh, 1 think
all mwards are embellished a lile,® he
mused, avoiding the subject

=About the only time, we had a big problem
wits this night. We were attacked near s vil-
lage snd then pinned down by sniper fire.
Many were wounded and no one was firing
back,” Walter recalled.

According to the award citation, on Dec. 2,
1944 in Germany, Capt. Walter Wilson was
serving as an artillery Haison officer- with an
infantry battalion. He was with the advance
element in onder to direct artillery support.

When enemy machineguns opened up on
the flank and began to canse heavy casual-
ties, Walter left the safely of his foxhole,
"Exposing himself to the withering enemy
fire, he ran from tank fo tank (o encourage
the disorganized men and o direct them.
Proceeding on his mission, he assisied in
wiping oul & number of saipers,” the award
stated.  With communications lost, and total
disregard for his own life, he ran across an
open ficld 1o locate Easy Company to send in
reinforcements for additional fire support.

Like his brother, Walter nlso had a distin-
guished carcer with the Missouri National
Guard. He became a Civilinn Techmician
Personniel Officer in Jelferson City in 1956,
In 1962, he became the first State Air
Defense Officer and first commander of the
new Nike-Hercules missile, 3nd Hatalion,
1281k Ficld Artillery at Lone Jack, He was
promoted o colonel there,

He hesded the stae's 14 COrganizational
Maintenance Shops in 1971-72 and i 1973
was namcd United States Property and Fiscal
Officer for Missoun, directing an office with
a then budget of $50 million and some 200
full-time employees. He retired in 1976,
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Maine mobilizes against terrori

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Maticnal Guand Buréau

YORE, Maine - He vividly recalls waich-
ing iracer rounds picrce the night sky over
Baghdad when this country last went to war
apainst raq in January 1991, He was in the
sinth grade,

"They brought our entire class wo the Hbrary
tio whaleh it on CWN, 1t made quite an impres-
gbon,” said the man nomed Jestin who has
grown from a youthful spectator info a sol-
dier in the Maing Army Mational Guard dur-
ing the past dozen years,

MNow perhaps, it 15 Justin®s um o belp this
country carry its 16-month-old war against
terrorism back 1o Irag. He and 170 other
members of the 1136th Transportation
Company have heen mobilized and have left
Maine for Fort Do, N_1., in 8 convoy of cam-
ouflage-green trailer trucks as troops from
all over the country are bemg marshaled for
another possible war against the forces of
Saddam Husseim,

"I've never been overseas before, | hope |
never have o g0 nE:ﬁin for something Hke
this,” said the young sergeant about his Army
Creard unit's call to arms. "But we suspecied
this was coming because of evervthing that's
happening m the world, And you've got to do
what you've gol o do,”

The sergeant and the other Guard soldiers
are not being identified to help safeguard
iheir families. Their commenis indicate how
inaich things kave changed in the docen vears
since 398 of this country's Anmy Mationnl
Guard units were mobalized for duty during
Desert Shicld and Desent Stomm.

Many citizen-soldicrs and their families, as
well as other members of the reserve forces,
were willing io serve but sad they never
thought they woild actually have to go to
wir when they began being called up in
August 990, Mow the umiversal attitude
seems o be “we're ready o go g0 let's get on
with 11.”

“I've heard a few poople express surprise,
bust most of us ang really anxiows to go, We're
tired of sitting around waiting,™ said another
afl the 1]136k's soldiers who ]mllnl 4 peefise-
keeping tour in Bosnia while he was on
petive duty,

The "siting around” ended on Feb. 23, a

- - -
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being mobilized for the war against terrorism and a possible conflict with Irag as he
na residents showed their support for mobilized mem
Transportation Company who drove their blg rigs out of Maine toward Fort Dix, N.J., on Feb. 25.

on Feb. 25. (Below) Flag-
Guard's ‘Hiéth

bitterly cold day, when heavily loaded irucks
from the 1136th's headquariers element
rolled out of Bangor, Maime, to the cheers of
thieir families and fnends at dawn,

They refucled and joined op with compa-
ny's smaller detschment from Sanford near
the Moine-New Hampshire border and kepd
on trucking.

This has already. become the largest mobi-
lization of Maine Army Guand roops since
1939 when the ontire Mational Gunnd wos
called up 1o prepare for World War 11 It is
also becoming & bigger Mational Guard
mobilization than the one for the Pérsian
Gulf War.

Approximately 200 members of three
Maine Army Guard units were mobilized for
several months of Desert Shield and Diesert

Photo by Masier Sgb Bob Haskell, Nationol Guard Bureau
(Above) A truck driver in the Maine Army National Guard's 1136th Transporiation Company has no reservations about

Storm duty beginning i 1594k

S0 far, nearly 300 Maine citizen-soldiers,
including 120 members of the 1123th Medical
Company from Bangor, have been called up
as purl of this vear's massive buildup, and
another 200 members of the 152nd
Maintenance Company have been put on
alert, Maine Guard officials exploined.

Members of the 112th served in Cermany
during the Gulf War.

Meanwhile, more than 30 Army Guaed
iroeps have begun a year of active duty as
part of the security force at the Bangor Adr
Mational Guard base.

Preparations o wage war with Irag unless
that couniry agrees o dizsarm (o President
Bush's and the United Natipns" satisfaction,
prompted the incressed call-ups. The
Manonnl Guard s providing more than hal
of the reserve component troops who have
responded

The number of Army and Air Guard poople
alerted for or participating in the war against
terrorism vaulted from nearly 52,000 on
Friday, Jan. 10, to nearly 99,000 by the fol-
lowing Monday, the Mational Guard Bureag
reported. That was the largest Guard force
simce lermorists bit the American bomekand
an Sepl, 11, 2001,

The total surpeesed 100,000 om Jan, 29 and
had increased to nearly 122,000 by Feb. 1X,
That's aboul o quarter of the National Guard
force. The: total includes about 15,000 Army
pnd Air Guard personnel whose units have
been identified for mobilization even though
they have mot been oflicially alered.

"I don't know that it's any casier, but i's o
lot better bocause of everything we've

pares to leave his home state
rs of the Maine Army Mational

leamed dunng the past dozen years,” said
Maj. Gen, Joseph Tinkham 11, Muaine’s adju-
tani general and National Guard leader, who
wasan artillery officer in Victnam, "We've
learned a lot about taking care of families
and how (o process soldicrs. Chr soldeers are
as ready s they can be, both physically and
pﬁ'{:hnlugi;iﬂly Ther 'l'!1,.|:‘|li|'ll'l.'lL"I|.'| is ready. ™

Peacckesping rofations to Bosnin and
Kosovo and the Sinad Peninsula os well as
9fk-day fours to suppori Norhern and
Southern Waich operations over Irag have
kept Army and Air Guord units sharpened up
for the war on lemorism's mobilizabions,
Mational Guard officials maintain

"We know they work hard at what they do,
g0 wie have a ot of confidence in them,” sand
the wife of one 1136th mock driver who
rr.jninnl the Maine Army Cinard after the ter-
rorists attacked the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon

We all live in dendal io some poind, bol 5
wasn't a major shock when we heard they
would be mobilized,” she explained, "All of
the families gol deployvment checklisis
before Christmas

"&iy hushand had been out of the Guard for
four yeors,” the wife continued. "But on %-
10, they hitus on our homeland. T h o o
made it all different. And my hushand said to
me 'Honey, | don't feel right about just being
a civilian now,"

“I'm very proud of him," she whispered,
helding back the tears as the big Army trucks
driven by Maine Army Guard soldiers roared
back onio the highway, headed for Fort Dix
and then, who knows where,



