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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – The National Guard re-
cruited 19,000 more Citizen-Soldiers and Air-
men in 2006 than it did during the previous
year and exceeded its retention goals by record
numbers, Guard officials reported in early Oc-
tober.

Concerted efforts to recruit new people into
the Army and Air National Guard during the
Global War on Terrorism and to retain those
already in made it possible for both compo-
nents to attain 98.9 percent of their combined
authorized strength of 456,800.

The retention rate among mobilized units
to places like Iraq, Afghanistan and Kosovo
also surpassed expectations.

That was the good news reported by Guard
officials shortly after fiscal year 2006 ended on
Sept. 30.

The Army Guard’s end strength was
346,288; The Air Guard’s was 105,660. Those
numbers were just 1.1 percent below each
forces’ authorized strength of 350,000 Soldiers
and 106,800 Airmen.

“The National Guard continues to demon-
strate its ability to recruit and retain a quality
force despite the demands of simultaneous
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as un-
precedented missions at home such as sup-
port for border security and response to natu-
ral disasters such as hurricanes and wildfires,”
said LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the National

Guard Bureau.
2006 reflects the best recruiting and reten-

tion year since Blum became the Guard
Bureau’s chief in April 2003, when the force
had fallen short of its recruiting goals by 20
percent.

Both the Army, for the first time since May
2004, and the Air Guard are within 2 percent of
their end-strength goals mandated by Con-
gress.    

The Army Guard experienced a net growth
of 13,111 Soldiers during the last fiscal year.
That was hailed as unprecedented for the all-
volunteer force since the end of the military
draft nearly 34 years ago. It surpassed its re-
enlistment goal of 34,875 by reenlisting 41,083.

Both branches also exceeded their attrition

By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – It’s a safe bet during
this November and December holiday sea-
son that people will thank Minutemen and
Minutewomen for serving America at home
and abroad.

It’s a safe bet because it doesn’t take a
holiday for people to thank the Guard for be-
ing always ready, always there. It’s a safe bet
because somewhere in America someone
thanks a Guard member every day.

A season of thanks, especially for the Guard
A stranger sends a dessert to a Citizen-

Soldier’s restaurant table. A convenience store
clerk refuses an Airman’s attempt to pay for
her coffee. A man crosses the street to shake a
warrior’s hand.

In Louisiana, they thanked the Guard still
serving more than a year after Hurricane
Katrina. In Texas, they thanked the Guard
boosting border security. In Pennsylvania,
they thanked the Guard for plucking people
from flash floods.

In 2006, they thanked the Guard in small

town and big city America; in state and fed-
eral bureaucracies and in private companies;
with small, anonymous gifts given sponta-
neously by individual children and with large,
well-publicized gifts from organized groups
of adults.

In Minnesota, religious leaders of varied
faiths and varied political views offered Guard
members returning from combat counseling
and comfort.

New defense
laws show
Guard road
ahead for ‘07

BANNER YEAR continued on:
Page 12

By Maj. Les’ Melnyk
National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON – While the passage of the
2007 Defense Appropriations Act was welcome
news for the Guard, the significance of the 2007
National Defense Authorization Act may be
more in what it doesn’t do than in what it does
do.

The fiscal year 2007 Defense Appropria-
tions bill, signed into law by President Bush
on Sept. 29, funds the entire U.S. military for
the year beginning on Oct. 1 and ending Sept.
30, 2007. Its partner, the John Warner National
Defense Authorization Act, was signed in to
law Oct. 17. That law and its explanatory re-
port contain more than 1,400 pages of densely
worded text.

Together, these two laws influence nearly
everything that happens in the military - how
many people are recruited, how much they are
paid, what units will be organized, what weapon
systems will be purchased, and what policies
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines will ad-
here to.

This year there were numerous proposals
APPROPRIATIONS continued on:
 Page  12

Early snow
storm means
state duty
A Soldier from the 204th
Engineer Battalion, New
York Army National Guard,
clears trees Oct. 16 from
a neighborhood near
Buffalo following an early
snow storm.  Four days
earlier the storm dumped
two feet of snow across
western New York.  With
hundreds of thousands
without power, about 150
Guard personnel were
sent  to help remove trash
and debris.  Read what
your state is doing for the
country in the “Guarding
America” briefs, Page  6.

 NEVER TOO LATE: Lt. Col. Edwin P. Hendricks
Jr., a medical doctor, enlists in the Georgia
Army National Guard in September.   At 57,
Hendricks is among the oldest enlistees.

Photo by Pfc. Adam Dean

Bonuses, robust
recruiting, marketing,
smart job placement keys

THANKS continued on:
Page  6

Air Guard’s best
flight safety year
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The Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial is a
more poignant
place for Army Na-
tional Guard Sgt.
Maj. Mike Welsh

this Veterans Day season than it has
ever been before. His father’s name,
Thomas H. Welsh, is one of the
58,253 names etched onto the hal-
lowed wall in Washington. You can
find the father’s name on Panel 7E,
Line 66.

Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Welsh from
Kearney, N.J., was 36 when he died a
Soldier’s death from multiple frag-
mentation wounds in Vietnam on
May 16, 1966. Michael Welsh, who
was 5 when his father was killed in
action, came incredibly close to shar-
ing that fate in Afghanistan on Sept.
2 – 40 years, three months, two
weeks and three days later.

Welsh was riding in the turret of
an up-armored Humvee that Satur-
day morning when a car bomb deto-
nated in an overwhelming flash of
orange right beside it.  Welsh was
wounded in his head and hands. Two
of his friends, Army Guard Lt. Col.
Edwin Larkin, who is a former Ma-
rine, and Sgt. Matthew Putney, the
vehicle’s driver, were also burned,
battered and wounded. All three,
however, escaped with their lives
and their limbs. Their interpreter, a
young Afghani man named Ferried,
was not so fortunate. He was thrown
from the vehicle and died during the
medevac flight to the hospital, ac-
cording to reports.

The three Guard Soldiers can take
their place this November among
this country’s military veterans who
have experienced, and survived, the
crucible of combat. They kept their
wits and kept up the fight after the
attack.

Veterans Day: In the footsteps of his father

Veterans Day is one of this
country’s most intriguing holidays
because it honors people as well as
an event. It celebrates the armistice
that silenced the guns of World War
I in 1918. It pays tribute to all of the
men and women who have worn their
country’s uniforms for two or 10 or
20 or more years in war and in peace.

It honors those who devoted a
slice of their lives to defending this
country – with their very lives if nec-
essary. It honors a lot of people who
may have done heroic things but
who do not consider themselves he-
roes. Among them are Sgt. Maj. Mike
Welsh and the father he barely knew.

Some childhood memories, stories
shared by members of his family, and
the name on the Vietnam Memorial
are about all that Mike Welsh knows
about his father who was a Special
Forces Soldier at Fort Bragg, N.C.,
before he was sent to Vietnam in
March 1966. Thomas Welsh was a
Soldier for 18 years – all of his adult
life. He was a Green Beret at the time
when the Special Forces were cham-
pioned by President John F.
Kennedy and when the Green Be-
rets were celebrated in a hit song by
Barry Sadler and in a movie starring
John Wayne.

His oldest son, Thomas Jr., Mike’s
older brother, has more vivid memo-
ries of his father because he was
about 14 when Thomas Welsh was
killed while participating in a joint op-
eration named Crazy Horse in the
Binh Dinh Province of South Viet-
nam. The Welsh brothers were raised
in the Fayetteville, N.C., area, near
Fort Bragg, by their mother, Patricia,
who never remarried.

“Dad was steadfast in his faith, a
solid believer in a strong national
defense with educational and train-
ing assistance to the underdog [and
to] developing countries. He did not
think he was special, but [that he
was] just doing what was needed,”
wrote Tom Welsh who has earned a
Ph.D. and is a professor of animal
science and veterinary integrative
biosciences at Texas A&M.

Mike Welsh insists that no one
in his family encouraged him to pur-
sue a military career; that it just
seemed to be the right thing to do
after growing up in the military envi-
ronment defined by Fort Bragg.

You could argue that he and his
father are bonded by a basic belief –
that defending this country means
keeping the enemy away from this
country.

Thomas Welsh “believed that
America does not start wars or con-
flicts but finishes them; that over-
seas efforts are needed even when
we have home needs because we
need to keep [the] active battle zone
away from our shores,” Mike’s
brother wrote in an e-mail.

“I’m going to support this
nation’s objectives and goals for as
long as I can. I don’t want to have to
fight [the enemy] over here,” was
how Mike Welsh articulated his com-
mitment to the Global War on Terror-
ism 40 years after his father’s death.

That explains Mike Welsh’s 25-
year commitment to military service
– four years in the active Army, one
year in the Army Reserve and 20
years in the Army Guard. It explains
why he has served two tours in
Bosnia and why he spent a year in
Iraq with the North Carolina Guard’s
30th Brigade Combat Team; why he
has served in Egypt and other
places, including Fort Bragg after
being mobilized for Operation Desert
Storm.

It explains why he went to Af-
ghanistan last March to help train
soldiers in the Afghan National Army
and how he came to be riding in a
convoy on a highway 16 kilometers
from Jalabad, attempting to find a re-
ported weapons cache, when the car
bomb went off on that Saturday
morning in September.

He was serving his country while
following in his father’s footsteps.

He is thankful that he did not suf-
fer the same fate; that he has re-
turned to his wife Susan and his two
sons, Michael, 13, and Joseph, 10;
that he can again watch the boys play
hockey and football.

Mike Welsh is no fool. He has
seen the elephant. He does not rel-
ish the idea of seeing it again. But he
would take his chances if he had to.

“September 2nd was my lucky
day. Sure, I had some bad luck, but I
lived to tell about it. It was like win-
ning the lottery. I would not volun-
teer to go back. But if I were selected,
I would go back without hesitation,”
said Welsh a few weeks before Vet-
erans Day. “I couldn’t think of any-
thing more important right now than
serving my country and being in the
National Guard.”

His father, you can be sure, would
be proud.
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The following is a “letter home” from Spc. Joshua Spence of the Arkansas Army National
Guard’s 875th Engineer Battalion, which is currently mobilized in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.  The 500-member battalion initially departed northeast Arkansas for initial
mobilization training at Fort McCoy, Wis.  The unit deployed to Kuwait for a short training
period prior to moving forward into northern Iraq.

Hello everyone.  The day has finally arrived, and now the long year ahead has started its
countdown.

The training we received in Wisconsin was long and just the tip of the iceberg to what lies
ahead.  The first day waking up at Fort McCoy compared to waking up here in Kuwait is a real
eye-opener.  The daytime temperatures reach over 100 degrees by 9 a.m., and the sun’s reflec-
tion off the sand is so bright that it nearly blinds you when you step outside.  The Army has
provided us with high-speed sunglasses to shield our eyes.

For the most part, I am proud to be here doing what my country has asked me and my fellow
Soldiers to do.  But most of all, I am proud of the support I’ve gotten from the community of
Piggott, Ark.  I’d like to thank my family, the local schools and coaching staffs who guided me
through some tough years and for helping me become the man that I am.

I’ll do my best while serving my country and to keep my community proud of me.
The great melting pot describes my unit – from my squad leader who’s from Vermont, to my

platoon leader from Indiana, and my company commander from Arkansas.  I have to say that I
would follow these leaders to the end of the earth without question.  And that’s what will make
this year easier for me:  to stay focused and aware of what lays ahead, so I can do my job and
make the mission ahead a successful one.  God bless.

Deployed Soldier: Thank you, ArkansasDeployed Soldier: Thank you, ArkansasDeployed Soldier: Thank you, ArkansasDeployed Soldier: Thank you, ArkansasDeployed Soldier: Thank you, Arkansas

For more National
Guard news, including

stories, photos and
other resources, visit
www.ngb.army.mil
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By Tech. Sgt. Mike Smith
Nation Gaurd Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – The Air National Guard has completed
the best flight safety year in its history, according to Col. Rick
Dennee, the Air Guard’s director of safety.

The Air Guard’s Class A mishaps, which involve more than
$1 million in damages, dropped below the previous record low
set in 2002 by nearly one-half last year. Air Guard officials cal-
culated a fiscal year 2006 Class-A mishap rate of .28 per 100,000
flight hours, well below 2002’s .49 Class-A mishap rate.

“All Airmen across the Air National Guard
did a great job in reducing [Class A] mishaps,”
Dennee said. “A contributing factor was our
leadership, at all levels, sending a message for
safer and smarter mission accomplishment. But
it is due, mainly, to our Airmen in the field, of
all specialties, putting safety first. They de-
serve the credit and they should be extremely
proud of their accomplishment.”

The number of flight accidents in 2006

Air Guard’s best flight safety year

Guard school tackles critical warrant officer shortage
By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

INDIANAPOLIS - The first warrant offic-
ers ever taught in a National Guard school re-
ceived their appointments here on Sept. 30.

The 119 new warrant officers are a step to-
ward addressing a critical shortage in the ranks
of the Army National Guard.

"You pursue a warrant officer career at a
very critical time in our nation's history," Brig.
Gen. James Nuttall, deputy director, Army Na-
tional Guard, told the new officers during their
appointment ceremony in the Indiana World
War Memorial Building.

"How fitting that you commence your ca-
reers by making history as the first graduating
class from the Army National Guard Warrant
Officer Candidate school," Nuttall said. "This
is the first year [in the past five] that we've had
a positive net gain [in warrant officers]."

The turnaround in the warrant officer pro-
gram is part of a dramatic improvement in the
Army National Guard's overall recruiting pic-
ture. "Fifteen months ago, strength was
331,000," Nuttall said. "Today it's 345,600. An
unbelievable achievement. Nearly a 14,000-
member gain in a 15-month period. We should
be at 350,000 by the end of the year."

The warrant officer school was forged by a
partnership between the National Guard and

BASIC WARRANT OFFICER
REQUIREMENTS

· Be 18- to 46-years-old
(waiver-able)
· Minimum GT score of 110
· Chapter 2 commissioning
physical
· High school diploma.
· Prior experience as a
noncommissioned officer
(waiver-able)

the active duty Army, including the warrant
officer career center at Fort Rucker, Ala., and
Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC).

"If we did not do this and we were continu-
ing the way we were, the warrant officer [corps]
as we know it today would have disappeared
in three and a half years, [when] it would be
less than 20 percent filled," said Col. Guy Cam-
pion. As a national project officer for the new
training initiative, Campion was one of the
prime movers in bringing the new school at
the Camp Atterbury Joint Forces Maneuver
Training Center to fruition - a nine-year effort.

"You can't keep extending people past 60,"
Campion said. "Eventually, they're all 65 and 70."

The critical shortage of warrant officers

dropped to 18 from 32 in 2005, officials said. Meanwhile, opera-
tions remained relatively constant. Although the Air Guard flew
slightly less contingency operations in 2006, Dennee explained
that aircrews logged the same number of flight hours.

The end result in human terms: No aviation fatalities during
the last fiscal year compared to eight in 2005, Dennee said. In
material costs: Savings of about $23 million. The cost for mis-
haps in 2006 was estimated at $12 million compared to 2005’s
mishap costs of $35 million.

With flight safety on track, Dennee said current and future
safety challenges remain in personal safety, including off-duty
and off-base safety.

“It’s the greatest challenge. There were 23 fatalities last fis-
cal year in off-duty accidents,” he said.

In stressing safety outside the gates, Dennee’s office bom-
bards Airmen with safety messages through leadership train-
ing, senior leadership events, safety letters including the “101

Critical Days of Summer,” and
holiday safety messages. The
key, Dennee said, is for safety
to become second nature
among all Airmen.

“At its best, safety is an
unconscious thought, interwo-
ven into the daily fabric across
our culture,” Dennee said. “We
always want to do better.”

THE LITTLE STUFF: Staff Sgt. Mark Ferrin, 189th Airlift Wing,
Arkansas Air National Guard, picks up debris on the Guard
ramp of the Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark., flight line. As of
Oct. 16, the 189th had surpassed 1,000 days without a C-
130 engine suffering foreign object damage.

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Oldham

comes when the Army  Guard seeks to expand
the corps from 8,000 to 12,000, he said.

"This program produced 119," he said.
"Within three to four years, it needs to be pro-
ducing 500 to 700, and even at that rate, with
retirements, it will take six to eight years to
become full strength."

One measure of the importance of the ap-
pointment ceremony was the number of planes
that landed in Indianapolis, carrying command-
ers from around the country eager to recog-
nize badly needed additions to their state's
warrant officer ranks.
  Maj. Gen. Robert French, deputy adjutant
general/Army of the Pennsylvania National
Guard, came to congratulate his state's eight

newest warrant officers.
  "We're short about 100 or so," French said.
"So this is a start."

French said he envisioned the new school
giving the warrant officer corps  similar mul-
tiple routes of entry that are available to of-
ficer candidates who can seek commissions
by attending a one-shot school, through indi-
vidual training and a shorter school, or through
the ROTC program.
  "This is one more tool in our tool bag," French
said.

Command Sgt. Major David Corkran of
Maryland's joint forces headquarters came to
salute his state's successful candidates. "I have
two young candidates - or I should say two
young warrant officers - that I've been real
proud of," Corkran said. "This is an opportu-
nity for us to try to work out the shortage that
we are currently experiencing."
  The Army Guard's warrant officer candidate
school addresses the challenge of candidates
taking time away from civilian employment to
go to school.

Previously, warrant officer candidates -
many of whom have already missed work for
domestic missions or overseas deployments -
needed to take about five weeks to attend Fort
Rucker.

"It's hard for them to take off five weeks in
a row," said Warrant Officer Kerri Wolf, war-
rant officer strength manager for the Mary-
land Army Guard.

The Army Guard program requires five
weekend drills and two weeks of full-time
school. "Which is their normal military com-
mitment, so it doesn't affect their civilian jobs
at all," Wolf pointed out.

 Warrant officers differ from the enlisted and
commissioned officer ranks by being the most
technically proficient people in their fields,
specializing instead of generalizing and pro-
viding stability to units rather than frequently
moving between jobs.

Some of 119 newly minted Army National Guard and Army Reserve warrant officers recite
the Soldier's Creed during their appointment ceremony in the Indiana World War Memorial
Building on Sept. 30. The Citizen-Soldiers were in the first warrant officer candidate class
designed specifically for the National Guard and Reserve in a program developed by the
National Guard Bureau and command chief warrant officers from several states to ad-
dress a critical shortage of warrant officers.

Photo by Sgt. Jim Greenhill

No aviation fatalities;
Materiel losses down
about $23 million

The key is for safety to
become second nature
among all Airmen.
- Col. Rick Dennee, Air
National Guard safety director
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ARKANSAS
Sgt. 1st Class Garry Odom was awarded the

2006 Mary Ann Talley Instructor/Coordinator
of the Year Award from the National Associa-
tion of Emergency Medical Technicians-Para-
medics Sept. 29. Odom, a readiness noncom-
missioned officer for the 213th Area Support
Medical Company, is the first recipient of the
award to come from the nation's military ranks.

DELAWARE
This state celebrated its 60th anniversary

year of service with an open house and air
show Oct. 14 - a once-a-decade special event
last held in 1996. Aerial demonstrations in-
cluded a parachute team, fly-bys of modern
and vintage military and civilian aircraft plus
military aerobatic acts. The all-day open house
included demonstrations and exhibits by units
of the Air and Army National Guard and the
Air Force, showcasing their mission, people,
and capabilities.

IOWA
A groundbreaking ceremony for the state's

new Camp Dodge Armed Forces Readiness
Center (AFRC) in Johnston was held recently.
Consisting of more than 211,000 square feet
and estimated at $33.1 million, the AFRC
project was authorized by the 2005 Base Re-
alignment and Closure (BRAC) commission
and is a joint project between the Iowa Na-
tional Guard, the United States Army Recruit-
ing Command and the Military Entrance Pro-
cessing Command. The project is unique
among reserve component BRAC actions in
that it brings the National Guard and two ac-
tive duty entities together in a single project.

KENTUCKY
Because of significant flooding in Septem-

ber, the state's Emergency Operation Center
activated the Kentucky Air Guard's 123rd Spe-
cial Tactics Squadron with eight Zodiac boats
and rescue crew/parajumpers (PJs). The Guard
members conducted search and rescue opera-
tions and supported civil authorities. The 438th
Military Police Company conducted a high
water evacuation mission in Carlisle County.

MASSACHUSETTS
After completing weeks of mobilization

training, Massachusetts Soldiers from Kosovo
Force Eight Multinational Task Force - East
marked another milestone in their journey to

the Balkans with a departure ceremony at Camp
Atterbury, Ind., Oct. 8.  MNTF-E is a brigade-
sized task force that will conduct peacekeep-
ing operations in Kosovo as part of a NATO-
led force that has been in the province since
1999. Five multinational brigade-sized task
forces make up the KFOR, and MNTF-E will
assume authority for the eastern area
of operations.

MICHIGAN
The Maintenance and Op-

erations Groups were front and
center as the 127th Wing at
Selfridge Air National Guard
Base was honored Sept. 23 with
an award from Lockheed Martin
Aeronautics for achieving the mile-
stone of 50,000 F-16 flight hours without a
Class A mishap. Retired Air Force Brig. Gen.
Charlie Savage presented the award on behalf
of Lockheed Martin Aeronautics. Class A mis-
haps involve loss of life or $1 million in dam-
age regardless of whether the aircraft was lost.

MISSOURI
Airmen got a look at a B-2 Spirit Stealth

Bomber when it visited the 131st Fighter Wing
at Lambert International Airport Sept. 9. Col.
Greg Biscone, 509th Bomb Wing commander,
piloted the B-2 from Whiteman AFB in Mis-
souri to St. Louis to give Missouri Guard mem-
bers an opportunity to see the aircraft up-close
before the Missouri Air Guard and U.S. Air
Force units pair up as an associate B-2 unit at
Whiteman. The Department of Defense an-
nounced that the Missouri Air Guard will as-
sume its role with the B-2 earlier this year. Plan-
ners from the two units, Air Combat Command,
and the National Guard Bureau have been co-
ordinating the details of the association which
will integrate many of the Missouri Air Guard's
personnel into operations at Whiteman.

NEW YORK
Gov. George Pataki called up Guard mem-

bers for state active duty in western New York
following record-breaking snowfall in the re-
gion in October. They were also assigned to
provide Humvees and drivers to the Erie
County Medical Center in Buffalo to provide
emergency transportation for medical person-
nel and to the Buffalo Fire Department to trans-
port emergency medical technicians and evacu-
ate patients as needed, said Lt. Col. Paul Fan-

ning, a New York Guard spokesman.

OHIO
Senior leaders returned Sept. 30 from a

weeklong visit to Serbia to meet with senior
Serbian civilian and military leaders to discuss
their recently formed state partnership. Maj.

Gen. Gregory L. Wayt, Ohio adjutant gen-
eral, and an American delegation met

with Serbian President Boris Tadic
and his team of advisors in
Belgrade, and with Maj. Gen.
Zdravko Ponos, acting chief of
the Serbian Armed Forces Gen-

eral Staff, and his staff. They trav-
eled throughout Serbia, meeting

with air and ground force command-
ers and gaining a greater understand-

ing of the Serbian military.

OKLAHOMA
The 245th Engineer Company is deploying

as a security force in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. The 245th will deploy with approxi-
mately 180 soldiers later this year after com-
pleting 90 days of pre-mobilization training.
The 245th is assigned to the Oklahoma Army
Guard's 45th Infantry Brigade and is headquar-
tered in Bristow with units in Cushing and
Claremore. The company will be on active duty
for no more than 18 months including their
pre-mobilization training.

OREGON
  Spc. Tom Hoy was presented with the Hero-
ism Medal from the National Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution Sept. 10 at
Camp Rilea near Warrenton, Ore.  Hoy received
the medal for his unselfish action without re-
gard to his personal safety on July 10 when he
observed a young girl in the Deschutes River
who appeared to be in distress. After directing
the girl toward him, he waded into the moving
water and carried her to safety. Hoy is also a
reserve police officer in Prineville where he re-
sides with his wife and two children.

RHODE ISLAND
Ninety-three members of the 43rd Military

Police Brigade arrived home Oct. 1 after serv-
ing for more than a year in Baghdad. Their
mission was to supervise U.S. and coalition
troops guarding prisoners and other detain-
ees in Iraq. The Rhode Island Guard still has
210 members overseas in the fight against ter-

rorism, including 155 who deployed last month.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Capitalizing on the hard work of recruiters

along with a strong sense of duty, the state
enjoyed tremendous success enlisting new
soldiers during the last fiscal year. As the fis-
cal year began in October 2005, the goal was
to have a strength level of 9,000 Army Guard
Soldiers by Sept. 30. When it ended, a total
9,111 soldiers were enlisted in the Guard. "We
had a lot of recruiters working very hard this
year," said Lt. Col. Joseph Hancock, director
of recruiting and retention for the South Caro-
lina Army Guard. Hancock said a key factor for
the increase was community involvement. "We
did a great job this year of becoming embed-
ded in the schools and surrounding communi-
ties," he said. "In fact, we were involved in the
high schools more this year than ever before."

SOUTH DAKOTA
Capt. Greg Darlow of Rapid City accepted

the Pershing Trophy on behalf of Company A,
153rd Engineer Battalion, South Dakota Army
Guard, during an awards presentation Sept. 18
at the National Guard Association of the United
States Conference in Albuquerque.  "After
serving in Iraq, the Soldiers of the unit truly
understand the importance of marksmanship,"
said Darlow, who commanded the combat en-
gineer unit for a year in the Middle East in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom II. "I am
truly honored to receive this trophy on behalf
of the Soldiers of Alpha Company."

TEXAS
A departure ceremony for the 2/135th Gen-

eral Support Aviation Battalion "Black Jacks,"
of the 36th Combat Aviation Brigade, Task
Force Mustang, was held in Killeen July 30. Lt.
Gen. Russel Honore, commander of the 1st U.S.
Army, presided over the event. Thousands of
family members and friends attended and
waited to meet with their Soldiers prior to their
year-long deployment to Iraq. The 36th CAB
plays a significant role in the history of the
National Guard. It is the first all-Guard CAB to
deploy to Iraq. The brigade has more than 2,700
Soldiers and is formed by members from 44
states.

VIRGINIA
One hundred-thirty members of the 203rd

Rapid Engineers Deployable, Heavy Opera-
tional Repair Squadron Engineer (RED HORSE)
located in Virginia Beach, Va. were called up
recently for 10 months of active duty.  The
Airmen will deploy to air bases in Qatar, Af-
ghanistan, and Iraq to maintain base shelters
and operation facilities.

By Sgt. 1st Class Karen D. Williams
Virgin Islands National Guard

ST. CROIX, Virgin Islands - The first African-American to become a
National Guard adjutant general, head of Guard forces in a state or territory,
died Sept. 17.  Retired Col. Gerard Luz A. James Sr. (Ret.), the first adjutant
general for the U.S. Virgin Islands, died at his home on St. Croix. He was 80.

James served as the Virgin Islands' adjutant general from 1973 until 1976.
He was also credited with the formation of the U.S. Army Reserve in the
Virgin Islands in 1952.
   Arrangements were being made for his ceremonial pinning to brigadier
general during the Oct. 14 celebration of the Virgin Islands National Guard's
33rd birthday.

National Guard's first African-American adjutant general dies

Col. Gerard Luz A. James Sr.

James scored a number of firsts during his lifetime. He became the first
scoutmaster and founder of Boy Scout Troop 151 under the sponsorship of
Holy Cross Catholic Church in Christiansted, St. Croix, in 1953. He held that
position for eight years.

He was elected the first president of the St. Croix Junior Chamber of
Commerce in 1954.  The governor conferred the rank of honorary policeman
on him during the same year

He graduated from Howard University School of Law in 1974 and became
a member of the Virgin Islands Bar Association. He served as a senator
during the 12th Legislature of the Virgin Islands in 1976.
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By Staff Sgt. Rebecca Doucette
National Guard Bureau

We’ve been hearing a lot lately of the National Guard’s
transformation from a strategic reserve force to an operational
one.  Does that change apply to all types of Guard units?  You
bet it does, and Army National Guard bands are no exception.

The Army band program is restructuring right in step with
the Army’s adaptation to a modular force — from large, power-
ful, fixed organizations to smaller, more self-contained ones.
Part of this restructuring is to employ tailored musical support
teams that are agile, flexible and configured in logical ways.

What exactly does that mean?  It means that bands are
increasing their focus on small groups such as brass quintets,
rock bands and even country bands, to name a few.  But ac-
cording to the Reserve Component Staff Bands Officer (RCSBO)
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Frederick Ellwein, “National Guard
bands are already there.”
Leader of the bands

“Army Guard bands have … employed small specialty en-
sembles since the beginning of World War II,” said Ellwein.
“From swing era dance bands, to today’s Hip Hop and alterna-
tive rock, bands have been sensitive to Soldiers’ musical pref-
erences and have provided ‘music of the moment’ when prac-
tical.”  Bands try to provide entertainment that reflects local
heritage and tradition, he added.

Ellwein oversees all 71 Army National Guard and Reserve
bands. His challenging assignment encompasses technical
evaluation, resource management, advisory responsibilities and
provision of subject matter expertise for each of the bands,
their commands, the National Guard Bureau and the United
States Army Reserve Command.

Ellwein came to the position in 2004 and is the first RCSBO
with “boots on the ground experience” in the reserves.  After
22 years in the South Dakota Guard, including a stint as com-
mander of the 147th Army Band and a brief retirement, he seized
the opportunity to go active while attending the Warrant Of-
ficer Advanced Course.  He and his wife left careers as educa-
tors to be stationed in the nation’s capital.

The RSCBO post was created in 1998.  Since then the band
program has seen the addition of two sergeant major positions;
Sgt. Maj. Jim Snyder of the 287th Army Band, Delaware, and Sgt.
Maj. Danny Fletcher of the 106th Army Band, Arkansas, were
chosen for these slots.  Although they remain traditional Sol-
diers, their responsibilities are ever increasing and they help
field many of the queries that come through Ellwein’s office.

Female bandmasters are also transforming the face of Army
bands.  The first branch-qualified female bandmaster was Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Sheila Klotz of the District of Columbia Guard.
She has commanded the 257th Army Band since Sept. 14, 2000.
Three other female bandmasters now work in the Army Guard.

How have all of these new faces in band leadership fared
during this time of heightened operations?  Bravo, according
to Ellwein.  Army reserve bands are well ahead of schedule in
embracing new force structure plans, he said.
On the road again

Employing around 4,000 musicians, the United States Army
is the largest employer of professional musicians in the world.
The Guard makes up the largest portion, with approximately
2,100 Soldiers in 52 bands spread throughout 53 states and
territories and the District of Columbia.

Between their ‘drills’ and annual training days, a band might

perform up to a dozen or more musical ‘missions,’ mostly within
their state.  They typically use a 20-piece ceremonial group,
but sometimes employ as small as a four-member tuba quartet.

Musicians may be asked to perform missions with as little
as 24 hour notice, which isn’t always possible if their civilian
employers aren’t flexible.

During their 15 days of annual training, most bands perform
concert tours throughout the state.  For some of the smaller
states, bands may be the only connection between the public
and the Army.  This visual representation of our armed forces
instills patriotism and continues the tradition of militia bands
from before the Civil War.
Music to the field

New York’s 42nd Infantry Division Band returned home last
year after a yearlong deployment to Iraq, where they were head-
quartered in Saddam’s home town of Tikrit.

According to Ellwein, the 42nd was tasked with security
missions at the start of their deployment until the band com-
mander convinced his chain of command that the band is best
employed as designed: to provide entertainment, a taste of
home, and inspire Soldiers with music.

While in Iraq, the 42nd’s musicians performed a wide vari-
ety of missions including a pep band performance for an Iraqi-
United States soccer game, transfer of authority ceremonies,
memorial services, commander’s conferences, Iraqi army and
police graduations, combat patch ceremonies and weekly reli-
gious services.

They played at a memorial ceremony held at police com-
pound for Iraqi policemen killed by a car bomb.  The Iraqis
specifically requested a U.S. military band.

Keeping a high level of musical proficiency can be chal-
lenging for today’s Guard performers.  Ellwein states that bands
must achieve a balance between administrative, soldiering and
job-specific training.  The last is essential if they’re to perform
well on stage.

  Bands still follow the basic practices they have used for a
century, but are adding flexibility and general musical relevance
to make units capable of rapid deployment.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Frederick Ellwein oversees all 71
Army National Guard and Reserve bands.

Members of the 42nd Infantry Division Band, a National Guard band in Cortlandt Manor, N.Y, play at a memorial ceremony
in 2005 for Iraqi policemen killed by a car bomb at a police checkpoint.

Photo by Sgt. John Lastella, New York National Guard

Army Guard bands — in step with transformation

National Guard Bureau photo

Army GuardArmy GuardArmy GuardArmy GuardArmy Guard
bands…bands…bands…bands…bands…
did you know?did you know?did you know?did you know?did you know?
-Mission: to provide music
throughout the spectrum of
military operations to instill
in forces the will to fight and
win, foster the support of
citizens and promote na-
tional interests at home and
abroad
-The 73rd Army Guard
Band, stationed in the Vir-
gin Islands, is the only band
that has a regularly perform-
ing calypso combo and
steel pan ensemble
-The Colonel George S.
Howard Citation of Musical
Excellence for Military Con-
cert Bands was  awared to
the 43rd Army Band from Ne-
braska (1991, 1997, 2001);
the 147th Army Band from
South Dakota (2005); and
the 561st Air Force National
Guard Band from California
(1994).  This prestigious, in-
ternational award adminis-
tered by The John Philip
Sousa Foundation recog-
nizes the world’s finest mili-
tary concert bands.

Employing
around 4,000
musicians, the
United States
Army is the
largest
employer of
professional
musicians in the
world.

For more
i n f o r m a t i o n
about where
your state’s band
is playing on
Veteran’s Day
and on other
occasions visit
h t t p : / /
bands.army.mil/.
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“I hate war, and I hate this war in particular,” one pastor
told the Christian Science Monitor. “But I have a son there.”

In Tennessee, residents put electric candles in their win-
dows to thank the Guard.

In Iowa, a group that sends care packages to serving Guard
members had mushroomed to 200 volunteers after two years;
after 5,000 packages, members were still sending.

Emma Gutberlet of Georgia thanked the Guard in death.
She earmarked $550,000 in her will for the restoration of her

local Army National Guard Armory.
NASCAR drivers thanked the Guard by visiting wounded

warriors at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
“My appreciation for them is overwhelming,” Greg Biffle,

driver of the No. 16 Guard-sponsored car, told Army News Service.
“The real heroes aren’t in sports or business,” said Brian

France, NASCAR’s chief executive officer. “They’re those
who keep us safe 365 days a year.”

Librarians thanked the Guard by in North Carolina reading
to the children of deployed members. Their thanks were part
of an innovative Tar Heel program aimed at encouraging en-
tire communities to support troops’ families. The Citizen-Sol-
dier Support Program started at the University of North Caro-

lina at Chapel Hill. Backers hope it spreads nationwide.
Public accountants thanked the Guard by in New Hamp-

shire completing members’ tax returns for free.
America thanked Sgt. Alex Fajardo of the Utah National

Guard by conferring citizenship – one of numerous Guard mem-
bers thanked with naturalization in 2006.

A California home lender pledged $1 million to modify homes
for wounded veterans. Governors went to the front to thank
the Guard in person. Musicians and actors thanked the Guard
in a nationally televised Memorial Day concert and with com-
bat theater visits.

An Illinois family who stumbled across a deployed Guard
member’s blog paid for his family’s Disney World visit after he
came home.

“You just don’t know how to feel when somebody you’ve
never met is willing to do this for you,” Sgt. 1st Class Kevin
Kelly told The Clarion-Ledger. “And every time you say ‘thank
you’ or try to buy them something, they say, “You owe us
nothing. You made the sacrifice.’ ”

In 2006, private citizens held clothing drives, blood drives,
children’s fishing days, banner signings, military appreciation
days and free classes – all to thank the Guard.

In 2006, employers provided more benefits than legally re-
quired during mobilizations, made up the difference between
civilian and military pay and helped absent workers’ families –

all to thank the Guard.
Fifteen employers were nationally recognized by the Em-

ployer Support of the Guard and Reserve with an award from
the Secretary of Defense. But Guard members nominated hun-
dreds of companies for going above and beyond.

“I just can’t put into words how they made me feel,” Staff
Sgt. Mark Kniffen of the Nebraska National Guard said of his
employer to American Forces Press Service. “They paid us
for 40 hours per week while we were gone, with no questions
asked. We were also allowed to keep our insurance. We got
much more than we expected.”

In 2006, businesses dented their bottom lines to thank the
Guard. A Tennessee hotelier gave free rooms for a weekend,
reaching into his pocketbook to thank 92 Guard members. A
New York financial services company thanked the Guard with
a million-dollar donation to the Youth ChalleNGe program that
helps at-risk teens.

In 2006, a Mississippi group set about raising $45,000 for a
monument thanking a Guard unit for Iraq service. Kansas stu-
dents mailed troops birthday presents. Montana comedians
gave benefit performances to buy troops phone cards.

Medals. Civic declarations. Editorials. Yellow ribbons.
Bumper stickers. Hand-lettered signs. Farewell ceremonies.
Welcome home ceremonies. Parades.

All done to thank the Guard.

From Page 1:
SEASON OF THANKS

Guard’s NASCAR driver visits wounded warriors

By Master Sgt. Greg Rudl
National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON – A handful of NASCAR
drivers put their cars in park and their hearts
into overdrive as they visited patients at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington Sept.
21. Greg Biffle, who drives the No. 16 National
Guard-sponsored car, was one of them.

The visit was part of “NASCAR day” at the
center that included visits by drivers, race cars
on display, an autograph session and a dinner
with live entertainment. Retired NASCAR great
Darrell Waltrip served as master of ceremonies
at the banquet, which also featured tenor
Daniel Rodriguez, the New York City police-
man who sang “God Bless America” at Yankee

Stadium soon after the 9/11 attacks in 2001.
The NASCAR drivers were in nearby Do-

ver, Del, for that September weekend’s Nextel
Cup race at Dover International Speedway.
Thursday, though, was all about the wounded
warriors at Walter Reed.

Small groups of drivers, owners, executives
and others spent the afternoon combing the
wards of the center for patients to visit. A group
that included Biffle crossed paths with Ne-
braska Army National Guard Sgt. Benjamin
Marksmeier being wheeled around the hallway
by his brother.  It was his day to be discharged
from the hospital.

Marksmeier, 20, a member of Detachment 1,
189th Transportation Company based in

Wayne, Neb., suffered serious leg wounds
when his convoy was hit by an improvised
explosive device near the town of An
Numaniyah July 31.

His motto for his daily therapy sessions
was simple: “The harder I work, the quicker I
get home.”

Marksmeier had a good reason for wanting
to go home. He is married with a baby on the
way.  Although he said he’s “not a great fan”
of NASCAR, he likes working on cars, and he
completed an auto body repair course at a col-
lege at home before he was called up.

According to Sgt. 1st Class Terri Vasquez,
an Army National Guard medical liaison at the
center, about 300 Guard and Reserve person-
nel are being treated at Walter Reed, virtually
all as outpatients. Vasquez assists them with
such things as pay and family issues. During
the NASCAR visit, she escorted Biffle’s group,
providing information about the patients.
Finding the right words

Biffle said that he’s been to Walter Reed
about a half dozen times.  It’s probably not
easy finding the right words to say to some-
one lying in a hospital bed with serious inju-
ries, not even for a celebrity. Biffle’s questions
to patients that day ranged from how and
where they were injured to what they’ll do
when they get out. In turn he explained life as
a race car driver. With NASCAR’s popularity,
it’s easy to find fans, he said.

Although Walter Reed is the main treatment
facility for the wounded of Operations Iraqi
and Enduring Freedom, not all who rehabili-
tate there are casualties of war. Sgt. Kevin
Brown from the Maryland National Guard’s
32nd Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil Sup-
port Team at Fort Meade, Md., was riding his
motorcycle home on the night of Aug. 12 with
a friend when he was cut off on an entrance
ramp along D.C.’s beltway. Brown was thrown
150 feet down the embankment of the ramp.
When rescue workers arrived, they couldn’t
locate him.

“A helicopter found me with a spotlight,”
said Brown.

Biffle entered the occupational therapy

room where Brown sat.  He asked him how
he’s doing.

“Excellent!” said Brown confidently, with
slightly slurred speech and a tracheotomy tube
protruding from his throat.

Brown’s arm, shattered in the accident, was
wrapped in a towel, surrounded by ice. His jaw
was still swollen from reconstructive surgery.
He had lost a portion of one of his legs.

Biffle asked if Brown was wearing a helmet.
Yes, was the answer and that he took a motor-
cycle safety course at Fort Meade. He told
Biffle more details about the accident, said he’s
not a “big fan of NASCAR,” but that he will
watch a few minutes while surfing the chan-
nels; and that football is his sport; and the
Washington Redskins his team.

“I’ve healed faster than they expected,” he
said. “We call it a miracle,” his mom Florence
said, who sat near him.  His friend and former
co-worker, Maryland Air Guard Staff Sgt.
Kandyce O’Meally agreed, by his side as well.

“My goal is to come back 100 percent and
play with my kids,” Brown said, referring to
his daughter, 6, and son, 11.

Brown thanked Biffle and the others for a
backpack filled with NASCAR gifts, and said
his son would enjoy the toy car. After the
group departed, a therapist came in and took
hold of Brown’s hand, helping him slowly open
it, one finger at a time.
Payback

“It’s very emotional – more so when the
parents are there,” Biffle reflected on his visit.

How does a busy professional racecar
driver feel about giving up the better part of a
day to spend with the troops? It’s simple pay-
back, Biffle said. “They’re protecting our free-
doms. We’re indebted to them.”

Later, Biffle welcomed patients and family
members during the autograph session, get-
ting out of his chair to pose for pictures when-
ever requested. Army Cpl. Christopher Strick-
land rolled up and accepted an autographed
poster. But that wouldn’t do. He slowly and
carefully got out of his wheelchair and, with
the help of crutches, stood next to Biffle for a
photograph.

Sitting next to his favorite ride -- a Monte Carlo -- is Nebraska Army National Guard Sgt.
Benjamin Marksmeier of Detachment 1, 189th Transportation Company based in Wayne,
Neb.  NASCAR drivers visited the Walter Reed Army Medical Center Sept. 21.  The day was
also special as it was Marksmeier's day to be discharged.

Photo by Master Sgt. Greg Rudl

Biffle meets Guardsmen on
road to recovery at Walter Reed
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The Department of Defense honored the top 15 outstand-
ing employers of National Guard and Reserve members Sept.
21 with the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve’s
(ESGR) 2006 Secretary of Defense Employer Support Freedom
Award presented in Washington.

Thousands of reserve members from across the country
nominated their employers for their exceptional provision of
continued benefits, differential pay, family assistance and ad-
ditional support to ease their transition from civilian employ-
ees to active military personnel and back.  From those nomina-
tions, ESGR selected the 15 most exemplary employers from
organizations large and small, public and private.

President George W. Bush met with representatives of the
winning companies Sept. 22 at the White House.

The Department of Defense’s top 15 employers:

-AgCountry Farm Credit Services of Fargo, N.D.
-Allianz Life Insurance Company of North America
-Baptist Health of Little Rock, Ark.
-Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway
-Cardi’s Furniture of Swansea, Mass.
-The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
-Computer Sciences Corps (CSC)
-DuPont, headquartered in Wilmington, Del.
-The Fred Fletemeyer Company of Colorado Springs, Colo.
-MGM MIRAGE of Las Vegas, Nev.
-Skyline Membership Corporation of West Jefferson, N.C.
-South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) of Pierre, S.D.
-Starbucks Corporation, headquartered in Seattle, Wash.,
-The State of Vermont
-Sun Valley General Improvement District of Sun Valley, Nev.

President proclaims National ESGR Week

DoD recognizes top 15 employers

American Forces Press Service
WASHINGTON –President Bush declared Sept. 24-30 as

National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week to
recognize Citizen Soldiers and the employers who support them.

“Members of the National Guard and Reserve put on the
uniform of the United States when our country needs them
most,” the proclamation read.

By Jason West
Editor’s note: Mr. West is the editor-in-chief of “GX: The

Guard Experience” magazine.  It is published monthly and
seeks to celebrate and support the Soldiers and families of
the Army National Guard

I am deeply and sincerely grateful to everyone who serves
in the National Guard. I am indebted to you all. Not just as all
Americans are indebted for the sacrifices you and your fami-
lies make so that we can all live free. I am indebted for the most
rewarding, fulfilling work I have ever had the privilege to be a
part of, for allowing me to be a witness to
truly selfless service and for showing me
that words like “hero” and “honor” still
have a place.

Before we began our publication,
Iostudio, the parent company of GX
magazine, had worked with the Guard for
several years maintaining the 1-800-GO-GUARD Web site and
designing print work for various recruiting and retention ef-
forts. During the course of working with the Guard, we would
hear amazing stories of generosity, kindness, and sacrifice by
Soldiers and their families that never seemed to make it into the
mainstream media.

We heard about a sheriff who was activated and led a good
many of his fellow townspeople into the north
of Afghanistan. When they arrived, shortly be-
fore the harsh Afghan winter, they saw children
without shoes. They sent word of what they were
seeing home to their families who were strug-
gling under the financial burdens of activation.
The town pulled together and shipped hundreds
of pairs of shoes around the world to people
they would never know. The deployed Soldiers
put themselves in harm’s way during extra pa-
trols to distribute the shoes.

We heard stories of medics in Iraq who, in
their rare moments of down time, would com-
mandeer vehicles and supplies and drive to local villages to
hold clinics.

We heard about a Soldier sprinting under heavy fire to ad-
minister aid to wounded Iraqis he didn’t know.

An editor reflects on the Guard:
‘They sought no praise or reward’

We were told of events and undertakings both great and
small. All showed the incredible depth of spirit, the strength of
character, and the unending loyalty and dedication of those in
and out of uniform who serve our nation. In each case, when
asked why they had done what they had done, the Soldiers
would essentially shrug and reply, “It needed to be done.”
They sought no praise or reward. They saw a need and, having
the ability, filled it.

We realized that while Soldiers might know about the good
works in their own unit, they were unlikely to know that in the

next town another Guard unit had built
a schoolhouse and stocked it with sup-
plies. We also realized that since few
Soldiers saw the extraordinary work
they were doing as anything other than
“their job,” friends and families at home
were unlikely to ever hear the stories

we did.
We resolved to tell these stories; to celebrate and support

Guard Soldiers and their families; to give back in some small
way to this community of people who went quietly about the
work of changing the world we live in for the better. It was,
unquestionably, one of the best decisions of our lives.

Since that time, three years ago, we have had the privilege
of bearing witness to and sharing the stories of
Soldiers from around the world. You have seen
fit to invite us into your family, and we are deeply
honored.

We all tend to see our own experiences as
common rather than extraordinary. Know this,
however, your stories and your lives are far from
common. You and your families choose every
day to reach beyond, to step up and take re-
sponsibility not only for yourselves but others
less willing or able. Regardless of how humble
or proud a role you play in the Guard, you are

remarkable people who receive not a fraction of the praise,
gratitude and support you deserve from your fellow citizens.

Through our years with the Guard, we have seen firsthand
that true heroes, great men and women, still walk among us,
and our lives are better for it. Thank you.
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“…I encourage all Americans to join me in expressing our
thanks to members of our National Guard and Reserve and
their civilian employers for their patriotic sacrifice on behalf of
our Nation.”

The proclamation asked that businesses and all military
commanders observe the week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

Heads up!
New officer PME format

Air Reserve Component Seminar, or ARCS, is a new pro-
gram designed to help Guard and Reserve officers complete
their official intermediate and senior service level PME
through a coordinated, predetermined timeframe of study
and testing in one year. The course is hosted by Air Com-
mand and Staff College and Air War College at Maxwell
AFB, Ala., and currently contains six blocks of instruction.
It began in June 2005 and is conducted each June. For more
details, visit: http://acsc.maxwell.af.mil/distance-
learning.asp. The ARCS link is in the left column.
Relief on retirement payments

Military reservists called to active duty can receive pay-
ments from their individual retirement accounts, 401(k) plans
and 403(b) tax-sheltered annuities, without having to pay
the early-distribution tax, according to the Internal Revenue
Service.  The newly-enacted Pension Protection Act of 2006
eliminates the 10 percent early distribution tax that normally
applies to most retirement distributions received before age
59½. The new law provides this relief to reservists called to
active duty for at least 180 days or for an indefinite period.
For more information, call the IRS Media Relations Office at
(602) 207-8624.
MyPay offers new features

Users of MyPay now have the ability to establish restricted
access PINs and alternate Login IDs to access their MyPay
account. These options provide greater flexibility and added
security to MyPay accounts. Learn how to use these fea-
tures at: https://mypay//dfas.mil/mypay.aspx.
Helmets to Hardhats

“Helmets to Hardhats” is a congressionally-funded na-
tional program established to connect active-duty and re-
serve component members who are transitioning out of mili-
tary service with training and employment opportunities
within the construction industry. This program enables can-
didates to start construction careers soon after they apply.
The program also gives them credit for military training and
experience. Military personnel interested in careers in the
construction industry can learn more:
www.helmetstohardhats.org or by calling (866) 741-6210.
Army Emergency Relief scholarships

Army Emergency Relief (AER) offers financial aid for full-
time college study for dependent children of retired Sol-
diers. Scholarships are awarded based on financial need
and on academic achievements and individual accomplish-
ments. The only way to ensure that a child will be consid-
ered is to mail the application and all requested documents
by March 1, 2007. Applications for 2007-08 academic year
scholarships will be available at the Army Emergency Relief
Web site at http://www.aerhq.org from Nov. 1, 2006, through
March 1, 2007. Mailed applications or supporting documen-
tation must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2007.
Combat injury pay

Combat Injury Pay (CIP) is $430 per month minus Hostile
Fire/ Imminent Danger Pay (HF/IDP) and is paid to service
members hospitalized during rehabilitation from wounds,
injuries or illness incurred in a combat operation or combat
zone. CIP stops once Traumatic SGLI is paid by the Office
of Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (OSGLI). Payment
of CIP also stops when the member is no longer “hospital-
ized,” even if the service member is sent home to continue
rehabilitation. To learn more about CIP, visit the Combat
Injury Pay Web page at:  http://www.military.com/Resources/
ResourcesContent/0,13964,10781 9,00.html.
Buying uniforms on-line

The Army and Air Force Exchange System (AAFES) vir-
tual exchange’s new “Uniform Ready to Wear” Web site
makes it simple to complete uniform orders on one easy-to-
use Web page. Access the uniform sales Web site by log-
ging on to http://www.aafes.com, and clicking “Military
Uniforms Ready-to-Wear.”
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We heard about a Soldier
sprinting under heavy fire to

administer aid to wounded Iraqis
he didn’t know.



Canadian Brig. Gen. David Fraser, RCS commander (left), Army Col. R. Stephen Williams,
207th Infantry Brigade commander (center) and Army Maj. Gen. Benjamin Freakly, Com-
bined Task Force 76 commander (right) gather in Pashmul during Operation Medusa to
supervise combat operations Sept. 11.

Photo by Sgt. Mayra Kennedy

8 NOVEMBER 2006

By Sgt. Mayra Kennedy
345th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan –
The 207th Infantry Brigade, Alaska National
Guard, has not only been defeating the enemy
in Afghanistan, but making the country a bet-
ter place to live.

Together with other coalition forces,
they’ve made it safer and easier for women to
attend school, given local construction com-
panies the means to rebuild their own country
and cleared the way for humanitarian aid mis-
sions.

The 207th, commanded by Col. R. Stephen
Williams, assumed control of Regional Com-
mand South (RCS) in Afghanistan in July and
is one of the largest Guard units in Alaska.

Education for women
In an effort to support the people of Af-

ghanistan, Williams has made a personal com-
mitment with locals to improve safety in this
region of the country.

One month after taking command, Williams
gained the trust of Kandahar residents, who
support the United States and their humani-
tarian aid, medical and village outreach pro-
grams.

In August, Williams gathered some of Task
Force Grizzly Soldiers and traveled to Kandahar
City, where he paid a visit to students at the
Albironi Institute of Information and Technol-
ogy and met with Afghan government officials.

School officials met with Williams to dis-
cuss how the United States could assist these
students.

“We found that they needed transporta-
tion to drive the women around, mainly for
security reasons,” said Williams, from Chugiak,

Southern Afghanistan operations under Alaska command
Brigade driving
out Taliban,
building stability

Alaska.
Many Afghan women in Kandahar City

have made attempts to study and find jobs,
but enemy extremists have taken this opportu-
nity to target them. Utilizing public transporta-
tion to get to school made it difficult for some
to attend, so the civil affairs team agreed to
help.

For security reasons, the Albironi institute
has security guards and a barrier all around
the premises to protect those women currently
enrolled.

Army Lt. Col. Raleigh Jones, headquarters
advisor with the 405th Civil Affairs Battalion
currently attached to the 207th, has approxi-

Task Force Grizzly Soldiers of the 207th In-
fantry Brigade Alaska National Guard get
some rack time in September after a long
night of fighting enemy insurgents in the
Panjwayi district, southern Afghanistan.

Photo by Sgt. Mayra Kennedy

mately 30 projects that will benefit Afghans
throughout RCS.  Helping out the Albironi in-
stitute was one of them.

Jones, a South Carolina Guardsman, coor-
dinated with Williams to donate two mini-vans
to transport the Afghan women to the insti-
tute. Williams’s second visit was a success
because he was able to facilitate transporta-
tion for the women. In addition, they brought
school supplies and stationary bicycles for the
students to work out.

Army Pfc. Lydia Edwards, logistics clerk
with the 207th, met with some of the women at
the Albironi institute.

“I learned a lot from them and their culture,”
said Edwards, whose hometown is Kenai,
Alaska. “They are driven, intelligent and strong
Afghan women and I was impressed by them.”
Sakina Sekanadira, 21, an English teacher at
the Albironi institute, is one of the brave Af-
ghan women, who enjoys teaching and feels a
great pride because she is contributing some-
thing essential to this society.

She said that the women in her class were
happy to learn and interact with one another.
Education to her is very important for the de-
velopment of the country.

The success of this small contribution
boosts the moral of the locals and U.S. Sol-
diers who assisted during this humanitarian
aid mission, but the community affairs team
didn’t stop there.

Rebuilding from within
On Sept. 3, the community affairs team co-

ordinated with local contractors a bid confer-
ence hosted by the U.S. National Command
Element (NCE) in support of Operation Me-
dusa.

According to NCE officials, Operation
Medusa’s main objective is to eliminate enemy
insurgents in the Panjwayi and Zhari districts
— two areas known to be Taliban strongholds.

Residents from these two districts need
humanitarian aid, and the community affairs
team developed many projects to help build
roads, schools and medical clinics. In addi-
tion, food and clothes would be donated to
those who suffered from the Taliban’s tyranny.

Army Staff Sgt. Albert Beyer, project pur-
chasing officer, coordinated the bid conference
and gave local contractors guidance on how
to prepare a proposal to get a contract with
NATO/ISAF.

As a result, 12 local contractors interested
in helping the Afghan community attended the
bid conference with the intent to help their
neighbors from Panjwayi and Zhari.

Representatives from two local construc-
tion companies, both based in Kandahar, will
provide support to rebuild roads, schools and
medical clinics in RCS.

Mugeed Rahaman, a contractor, said that
being able to help gave him a great sense of
pride because he was contributing in a small
way to rebuild his country.

In the meantime, Operation Medusa had
taken its course. Task Force Grizzly Soldiers
had set camp in a strategic area in Panjwayi
where they conducted aggressive operations
to push the Taliban out of their stronghold.

To support this operation, Afghan National
Army, Canadian Army and other Coalition
forces, together with Task Force Grizzly, fought
against the enemy.

Chaplain, (Maj.) Richard Koch, traveled to
the troops to provide support and to give them
guidance from the Lord.

“We ask that You bless them [Task Force
Grizzly Soldiers] to do their duty and fall back
upon their training to do what they need to
do,” prayed Koch, whose hometown is An-
chorage, Alaska.

In the middle of the service, Koch paused
after an explosion shook the mountain where
the Soldiers were. Just miles away, Operation
Medusa was going as planned, thankfully with-
out any casualties or severe injuries.

Operation Enduring FreedomOperation Enduring Freedom

SOUTH DAKOTA TROOPS MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOO: Capt. Jason K. Piercy, 147th Field
Artillery, South Dakota Army National Guard, meets local children during a health assis-
tance visit Oct. 4, in the village of Robat, Afghanistan. Since their arrival in country  June 9,
the Soldiers of the 147th have been embedded within the Afghan National Army to help
train and mentor these soldiers.  Piercy is assigned as an intelligence officer for the 41st
Brigade Combat Team, 203rd Regional Corps Advisory Group in Gardez.  “In a nut shell we
teach them how to build, train, staff, equip, plan and maintain a formidable army that in the
future will be capable of defending its own borders with no U.S. help,” said Piercy, who’s
serving one year in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Photo by 1st Lt. Randy Lynch
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE SALERNO -- Seeing the
sad faces of sick and hurting Afghan children waiting for care
at the clinic here melts the heart of Idaho Guard Spc. Jessica
Guzzetti, a Task Force Talon medic who admits a soft spot for
little ones.

"I love kids, and it's hard seeing them when they are sick or
hurt," Guzzetti explained, after treating a young boy whose
body was heavily bandaged from head to toe. "And it's espe-
cially hard sometimes when you can't fix them up or do any-
thing for them."

Although that is rarely the case, in the nine months she has
worked at the free clinic that cares for dozens of Afghan chil-
dren daily, two have died - one in the first week her unit, the 1-
183rd Aviation Regiment from Boise, Idaho, arrived  in January.

The child's death was a wake-up call for Guzzetti, who de-
ployed expecting to take care of Soldiers with routine illnesses
at morning sick call. She found a different call to duty.

"It's hard when things don't go right," she said. "That's al-
ways the hardest part, when things go wrong when you do your
best but you can't always save them … but it's a lesson learned.
You get through it.  You get up the next day and keep going."

Which is why the 20-year-old medic returns here each day:
working at the clinic and caring for Afghan children is what
motivates her. When she is not caring for Soldiers at the task
force aid station, she can be found here, decked out in green
scrubs and purple gloves helping make children well.  Guzzetti is
one of seven Talon medics who volunteer at the clinic.

"We have patients seven days a week," she explained. "Most
of the patients we see are children, most of them have broken

Idaho medic tends to war's most innocent victims
bones, and we treat a lot of burns and other ailments."

Guzzetti noted that sometimes the children's injuries and
ailments have progressed because of lack of access to medical
care.

"They either don't know that we are here for them, or they
don't feel comfortable seeing us," she explained.

Those Afghans who do have trust are extremely grateful,
she added, often reflecting that gratitude any way they can.

"Sometimes they bring us small gifts, like jewelry and other
stuff. It's not much, but it's their way of showing they appreci-
ate what we do," she said. "And they always want to take
pictures with you, or want you to sit down with them and have
tea, or they want to shake your hand … they definitely make
sure that you know they are thankful for what you do."

The appreciation of the Afghan people has made her de-
ployment here satisfying.  Guzzetti volunteered for the deploy-
ment a few months after completing advance individual train-
ing at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. She said she didn't know what
she was getting herself into then, but her experiences here
have made her not regret the decision.

"Soldiers sometimes feel miserable on a deployment because
they don't feel like their job is very important," she said. "Here,
not only am I gaining a lot of valuable experience that will help
me in the civilian world, but I'm also helping the Afghan people,
and it's good to see there are people who really appreciate us
being here, and what we are doing. A lot of Soldiers don't get to
see that."

But what Guzzetti wants to see most is that her efforts made
a difference in the minds of Afghan children.

Spc. Jessica Guzzetti, a Task Force Talon medic from the 1-
183rd Aviation Battalion, Boise, Idaho, takes care of local
child at a free clinic in Afghanistan.

"Hopefully the children will remember what we've done here.
Right now all of their beliefs, dislikes, and hatreds are passed
down through generations, from what their parents teach them,"
she said. "But I think those people who realize we are here to
help them will teach their children differently, and that will make
a difference in the world."

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — The 10th Combat
Aviation Brigade (Task Force Falcon) took part in major offen-
sive against Taliban insurgents  Sept. 16 by providing aerial
support for Operation Mountain Fury.

The operation focused on the eastern Afghanistan prov-
inces of Paktika, Paktya, Khost, Ghazni and Logar (P2KGL)
near the Pakistan border and aimed to stop the resurgence of
Taliban in those areas.

Operation Mountain Fury was the latest in a series of coali-
tion offensives the 10th CAB has supported since deploying
here in January.

Task Force Falcon Commander Lt. Col. Collier Lipple, of the
1st Battalion, 183rd Aviation Regiment, said operations have
gone well for his National Guard unit, which provides aviation

Idaho aviation unit employs
aerial firepower in major
operation against Taliban

support for the eastern region. His unit
has flown 180 missions and compiled
some 1,200 flight hours in support of
Operation Mountain Fury.

“Aviation operations for Mountain
Fury and the P2KGL region have gone
superbly,” Lipple said. “The coordina-
tion between units and the products
produced by the units, brigade aviation
element and the task force have been
outstanding.”

“We need to continue this same level
of dedication and mission focus, and we
cannot afford to take any pressure off
the enemy,” he added. “Task Force Fal-
con is definitely making a difference in
RCE (Regional Command-East), Af-
ghanistan, and the War on Terrorism.”

With the start of deliberate opera-
tions, the 10th CAB’s fleet of CH-47 Chi-
nooks, UH-60 Blackhawks and AH-64
Apache attack helicopters has been
busy supporting approximately 7,000 coalition and Afghan
National Army forces taking part in the offensive.

The sound of aircraft reverberates throughout the valley
here day and night, as dozens of aircraft take off from Forward
Operating Base Salerno and Bagram Airfield loaded with re-
supplies of food, water, and ammunition for forces fighting in
dangerous regions.

The brigade’s AH-64 Apache aircraft are seeing action as
well, having been called on in several instances during the
early stages of operations to provide reconnaissance and close
air support during fighting with insurgents.

“From the positioning of assets, be it artillery, intelligence,
ground forces, or surveillance and reconnaissance, the 10th
CAB has been vital to the success of Operation Mountain
Fury,” said Capt. Lee Eines, Task Force Falcon assistant opera-
tions officer and battle captain. “Our Task Force has the unique
ability to operate across all boundary lines, in everyone’s area

of operation (AO). No other force within Combined Joint Task
Force-76 has the ability to move as fast and as seamless across
multiple AO’s. Aviation operations are the asymmetrical ad-
vantage that makes the U.S. Army the force that it is.”

Although the primary operation is set in the east, aircraft from
Bagram have been called on for support as well, said Lt. Col. William
Metheny, commander of 10th CAB’s 3rd Battalion, 10th General
Support Aviation Battalion (Task Force Centaur). While 1-183rd
was conducting deliberate operations against the enemy, he said,
Centaur took over many of the unit’s missions in that region.

“We were doing a lot of their resupply throughout the area
they were operating in, so they could focus on their mission of
keeping the enemy in their area pinned down,” he explained.
Metheny added that while the ground forces are working hard
and deserve a lot of credit for what they do, “our aviators are
working hard too, and logging a lot of hours, and they deserve
credit as well.”

Staff Sgt. Joseph Sykes (left) of the Missouri National Guard
and Sgt. Gregory Harell (right) of the Mississippi National
Guard work on sheet metal to be used to patch up a dam-
aged door on a 10th Mountain Division helicopter at Bagram
Air Base, Afghanistan, in October.

Photo by Sgt. Thomas Day

AH-64 Apache helicopters from the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade, Task Force
Falcon, take off in Afghanistan.  The unit took part in another major offensive
against Taliban insurgents recently.   It provided aerial support for Operation
Mountain Fury.

Operation Enduring FreedomOperation Enduring Freedom

On the offensive

Task Force Falcon Public Affairs photo

Task Force Falcon Public Affairs photo
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By Staff Sgt. Russell Bassett
115th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

NIIGATA, Japan – As the world watches
North Korea, which claims it tested a nuclear
weapon Oct. 9, members of the Oregon Na-
tional Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry
demonstrated a strong partnership between
the United States and Japan recently.

Orient Shield 2007, an annual training exer-
cise between the U.S. and Japanese armies,
began Oct. 16 with opening ceremonies at the
Sekiyama Maneuver Area in Honshu, Japan.

“This exercise will be an opportunity to
enhance Japanese Ground Self Defense Force/
U.S. Army combat readiness and demonstrate
to Asia the alliance between our countries,”
2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry Commander Lt.
Col. Edward Tanguy said.  “We all will achieve
enduring bilateral relationships, good will and
mutual understanding … through tough train-
ing and cultural exchange.”

Tanguy’s counterpart for the exercise,
Japan’s 2nd Infantry Battalion, 1st Airborne
Brigade Commander Lt. Col. Shizuo Sekine also
focused on strengthening the relationship be-
tween the two countries in his speech to the
approximately 240 Oregon and 350 Japanese
soldiers assembled for the opening ceremony.

“At this time, we establish the occasion for
both Japan and the U.S. to make groups and
conduct the training with close cooperation,”
Sekine said.

The soldiers from both units worked on
achieving mutual understanding at a party held
in nearby Joetsu. The language difference was
no barrier, as the soldiers enjoyed traditional
Japanese food and drink together.

“There’s a feeling of unity between the two
organizations,” said Sgt. 1st Class Jerry
Glesmann. “There is a respect there. They are
very disciplined and extremely organized”

The training began in earnest with helicop-

Oregon Soldiers train with Japanese

ter and traffic control point operations.
The Oregon Citizen-Soldiers are experienced

conducting traffic checkpoints, a regular part
of the routine in 2004 when the unit was in
Baghdad for Operation Iraqi Freedom II. Sev-
eral of the Japanese soldiers also brought ex-
perience from tours in Iraq. Japan deployed
about 600 soldiers to Iraq in early 2004. The
deployment marked a significant turning point
in Japan’s history, the first time since World
War II that Japan sent troops abroad except
for a few minor UN peacekeeping missions.

After the first day of training in Japan,
Tanguy was pleased with what he saw. “It’s

been great,” the commander said. “All the Sol-
diers are really engaged with their Japanese
counterparts, more so than I thought at this
point in the exercise.”

Up next for the Oregon Citizen Soldiers was
training on individual weapons and then cor-
don and search procedures. They also experi-
enced Japanese culture through tours and
home visits with Japanese families.

“They’ll get a greater understanding of an-
other culture and a greater appreciation of the
diverse world we live in, which will have an
impact, I think, on their home communities,”
Tanguy said.

Air Force leaders
to discuss new
‘cyber command’

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Air Force
leaders are gathering in early November
to discuss plans for creation of a new
command, one chartered with flying and
fighting in cyber space.

Cyberspace became an official Air
Force domain, like air and space, on Dec.
7, 2005, when Secretary of the Air Force
Michael W. Wynne and Chief of Staff of
the Air Force Gen. T. Michael Moseley
introduced a new mission statement.

In a letter to Airmen, they said the
new mission was to “deliver sovereign
options for the defense of the United
States of America and its global inter-
ests — to fly and fight in air, space and
cyberspace.”

Now, Air Force leaders are planning
to stand up a new “cyber command,” to
be responsible for fighting in that do-
main, said General Moseley.

“To deliver the full spectrum of ef-
fects we will evolve a coherent enterprise,
with warfighting ethos, ready to execute
any mission in peace, crisis and war,”
the general said. “We will foster a force
of 21st century warriors, capable of de-
livering the full spectrum of kinetic and
non-kinetic, lethal and non-lethal effects
across all three domains. This is why we
are standing up an operational command
for cyberspace, capable of functioning
as a supported or supporting component
of the joint force.”

Oregon National Guard Spc. Jose Ramirez (center) and Japanese Ground Self Defense
Force Leading Pvt. Takumi Sugiuara (foreground) use the “high/low” technique during
close-quarters-combat training at Sekiyama Manuever Area, Japan, Oct. 18.  Members
of the Oregon Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry were supporting Orient Shield 2007,
a bilateral exercise conducted annually with the Japanese army.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Russell Bassett

Army unveils new
ad campaign

WASHINGTON — The Army an-
nounced start of its communication and
education efforts to assist the Army fam-
ily to communicate to the Nation its new
advertising campaign – Army Strong –
to an audience of Soldiers, Army civil-
ians and family members Oct. 9.

Army Secretary Dr. Francis J. Harvey
unveiled the effort to tell the Army about
the campaign, a key component of the
Army’s recruiting efforts, during an open-
ing ceremony for the 2006 Association
of the U.S. Army Annual Meeting in
Washington, D.C.

“This morning we will launch our in-
ternal communications and education
phase lasting several weeks until we for-
mally launch the new advertising cam-
paign on Nov. 9,” Harvey said. “It is vi-
tally important that the internal Army fam-
ily understand and embrace this new
campaign. I believe it speaks to an es-
sential truth of being a Soldier.”

The Army is taking 30 days to edu-
cate its internal audience on the
campaign’s meaning. It will go “public”
Nov. 9 with television, radio and online
spots, as well as an updated
www.goarmy.com Web site. Print ads are
scheduled to begin in January, and will
be directed to media that appeals to
young adults.
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Cheney: Citizen-Soldiers vital to U.S.

Photo by Sgt. Michael Krieg
Vice President Richard Cheney thanks Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen for their service at an
Oct. 20 rally at Camp Atterbury, an Indiana National Guard training center.

By Staff Sgt. Les Newport
Indiana National Guard

CAMP ATTERBURY, Ind. – Hoosier fami-
lies of the Indiana Army and Air National Guard
from Fort Wayne to Evansville rallied Oct. 20
to hear words of support and gratitude from
Vice President Richard Cheney.

“The Citizen-Soldier is absolutely vital to
protecting this nation and preserving our free-
dom,” Cheney said. “In this time of war we
have turned to National Guard personnel for
missions that are difficult and dangerous.

“We respect the sacrifices you make and
we admire your skill and devotion to duty. I’m
honored to be in your presence.”

Most of the Citizen-Soldiers attending the
rally had deployed to the Middle East and the
Balkans, as well as stateside. Many received
their initial deployment training at Camp Atter-
bury, an Indiana National Guard mobilization
center that has trained and deployed more than
30,000  service members.  It’s located about 40
miles south of Indianapolis.

Describing the formula for success in the
war on terror, Cheney said, “First, we have to
go on the offensive and stay on the offensive
until the killers are brought to justice, and the
danger is removed. Second, we must defeat

the terrorist ideology and hatred, and resent-
ment, by offering a hopeful vision of freedom,
justice and human rights.”

Several Soldiers and Airmen met the vice
president, including a member of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 150th Field Artillery’s Family Readiness
Group. Kimberly Goodin’s husband, Master

Sgt. Robert Goodin, is deployed to Iraq.
Goodin said she was moved by the rally

and having so many Guard members and fami-
lies together, including the families of Soldiers
that have been lost.

“They are still members of the Guard fam-
ily,” said Goodin, “and they always will be.”



Photo by Cpl. Marcus L. Miller
Members of the Hawaii National Guard CERF-P team practice decontaminating individuals
during a statewide improvised nuclear device exercise at Bellows Air Station, Hawaii.
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By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. -- He enlisted in 1949 and retired in
1985 but 21 years after he hung up his uniform, he's not done
serving the National Guard or savoring the company of Min-
utemen and Minutewomen.

So Maj. Gen. (ret.) Lewis Stephens joined 2,500 other mem-
bers of the National Guard Association of the United States for
the 128th General Conference here Sept. 16 through Sept. 18.

He said the imperative of educating others about the nation's
oldest fighting force -- a National Guard he's found he cannot
walk away from -- attracted him to the conference.

The host, NGAUS, was created in 1878 to provide unified
Guard representation in Washington, D.C., with the goal of
obtaining better equipment and training by petitioning Con-
gress for more resources, the same mission it has today. Nearly
45,000 current and former officers are members.

Stephens said conference opportunities for self-develop-
ment attracted him, as did the camaraderie and the ability for
retirees to speak out for the National Guard.

But here's the bottom line for this former commander of the
49th Armor Division in Texas: "I'm in payback mode. Payback
because of what the military has done for me and my life since
1949."

The annual event offers a smorgasbord of entertainment,
ceremony, speeches, professional development sessions and
social functions. Scheduled to be in New Orleans this year, it
was moved to New Mexico because of the damage inflicted by
Hurricane Katrina. The New Mexico National Guard and the
state received repeated kudos for standing up a successful
conference on short notice. NGAUS officials talked of a future

Conference offers unique forum for current, former officers
return to Louisiana.

George Brock came out of duty. The retired colonel whose
combat was in Vietnam and whose 27-year career included five
joint assignments before they were fashionable is chief of plans
and policy at the National Guard Bureau in Arlington, Va.

Brock was one of a large group of NGB officials who came
to provide briefings, answer questions and continue profes-
sional development.

He listed the reasons he believed colleagues attend: "Ca-
maraderie. Seeing old friends again. Pride in the home unit,
home state. Wanting to show off a little bit. The exhibitors are
something of an attraction. Maybe a few people come because
they're attracted by keynote speakers."

Inside and outside Albuquerque's sprawling, cavernous
convention center, about 500 defense-related exhibitors com-
peted for the attention of attendees.

Guard exhibitors included the Youth ChalleNGe Program,
the Army National Guard's new Decade of Health initiative and
Counterdrug.

Defense contractors showed off a full-size section of a new
helicopter, a Bradley A20DS and other vehicles.

Institutions such as Bellevue University, Columbia College
and Colorado Technical University boasted of the continuing
education opportunities they offer Airmen and Citizen-Soldiers.

Computer products, hydration systems, knives, gun sights,
challenge coins and uniforms were on display.

In short, the convention center was a one-stop shop for all
things National Guard.

"It's important for the family to get together once a year,"
Brig. Gen. Robert Taylor, NGAUS chairman of the board, opined
in a break between conference sessions. As he talked, the con-
vention center corridors reverberated with the sound of a hun-

dred conversations between Guard leaders seizing the oppor-
tunity for tête-à-têtes with colleagues they might not see be-
tween conferences.

What in particular stood out to Taylor this year?
"I still think there's a disconnect between the credibility of

the active component and the National Guard," he said. "We
have to continue educating, especially the active component.
We're performing to the Army standard, and we're doing the
heavy lifting for the Army."

With more than a half-century of exposure to the Guard,
Stephens, the retired Texas general who enlisted shortly after
World War II, said he was struck by how busy the Guard is and
by how vital it has become.

"How intensely engaged the Guard is as a part of the total
Army," Stephens observed. "I really buy off on this business
of us being an operational force. I'm optimistic about the future
of the Guard. We have excellent leadership at the highest lev-
els, and I see it scattered throughout the states."

Attendees heard an Airman and two Citizen-Soldiers talk
about  frontline experience deployed in Iraq. They cheered Pat
Boone, a surprise guest who debuted a new ballad honoring
the Guard and promised the profits to paralyzed veterans.

They watched Native Americans dance and shook hands
with Navajo code talkers. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
told them his agency is an underappreciated good news story
for America that's getting increasing credit in the highest aca-
demic circles for the way it delivers healthcare.

Lt. Gen. Russel Honore, commanding general, First U.S.
Army, told attendees Soldiers are sheepdogs vital to the con-
tinued health of the society they protect. Gen. Duncan McNabb,
commander, Air Mobility Command, talked about America's
unrivaled global reach, about how an Air Force or Air National
Guard asset takes off every 90 seconds to 2 minutes, depend-
ing on the operations tempo, every day of the year.

"It is, in fact, one of the nation's crown jewels," he said, in a
conference littered with brags backed by cold hard facts. "No-
body else in the world can do it."

By 1st Lt. Regina Berry
Hawaii National Guard

The Hawaii National Guard played a critical
role in a large-scale improvised nuclear device
(IND) exercise held over a three-day period in
August at Hawaii’s Bellows Air Force Station
and Marine Corps Training Area-Bellows.

The Hawaii Guard employed a Chemical
Biological Radiological Nuclear, or high-yield
explosive Enhanced Response Force Package
(CERF-P) and the 93rd Weapons of Mass De-
struction Civil Support Team.

During the exercise, named Â Kele, the Ha-
waii National Guard and state civil defense
teamed up with the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency (DTRA) and many other federal, state,
and county agencies including non-govern-
ment organizations.  The exercise was one of
many that Hawaii conducts to ensure emer-
gency management and first responders are
trained for all types of hazards.

The exercise simulated a half-kiloton nuclear
explosion at Pier 1 in Honolulu Harbor. If such
an explosion were ever to occur, the crater alone
would be 20 feet deep and have a radius of
approximately 220 feet, said Dr. Martin Bagley
of DTRA.

“We wanted to make sure that our first re-
sponders from both the military and civilian
sides of the house were going to be challenged

Disaster training in paradise

Hawaii holds improvised nuclear device exercise

and able to progress over the years,” said Maj.
Gen. Robert G.F. Lee, Hawaii adjutant general.
“That means getting a more complex, compre-
hensive exercise every year,” added Lee.

The CERF-P team, which also included
members of the Illinois National Guard, prac-

ticed more skills than normal. “We weren’t just
doing patient decontamination,” said Capt.
Aaron Blanchard, Hawaii National Guard
CERF-P coordinator.  “We also had a search
and extraction group that was led by Capt. Ian
Beltran from the 154th Civil Engineering Squad-

ron doing collapsed structure search and re-
covery and decontamination, as well as the
154th Medical Group handling triage,” said
Blanchard.

 “We also had a command control, which is
also made up primarily of 154th members,” he
added.

Hundreds of Hawaii Guard members par-
ticipated as well, part of the 93 WMD/CST,
CERF-P and Joint Force Headquarters.

“The National Guard certainly had a large
part,” said Lee. “But, we could not be doing
this without support from our military partners
in the active duty led by United States Pacific
Command because they will be determining
what other active duty forces will come to the
aid of Hawaii.”

With numerous federal, state and city and
county organizations participating in this ex-
ercise, communication was vital. We were able
to connect and test all of our communications
with the various state and local levels and also
provide a lot of direct feed from the exercise
site to the operations centers,” said Lee.

The IND exercise was number one on the
Department of Homeland Security’s list of top
15 exercises that the nation has to be prepared
for, said Lee.

Information from an article by Cpl. Sara
A. Carter was used in this story.

National Guard Association’s
annual event includes briefings,
exhibits and Navajo code talkers
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"It's important for the family to get
together once a year,"

-Brig. Gen. Robert Taylor
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BORDER DUTY
Spc. Therese Mesa and Pvt. Mike Raymundo, both members of the 1224th Engineering Detachment, Guam Na-
tional Guard, prepare material for a fence being built along the U.S.-Mexico border, just east of San Luis, Ariz., in
October. The Guard members are working in partnership with the U.S. Border Patrol as part of Operation Jump
Start, in which thousands of Guard Soldiers and Airmen from around the nation are working to help secure
America's southern border.

rate goals of 18 percent. The Air Guard lost just under 11 per-
cent of its force because people retired or did not reenlist. The
Army Guard’s attrition was 17.6 percent.

Increased bonuses for new recruits and for people who stay
in the Guard, more robust recruiting efforts and marketing cam-
paigns, and an effort to place people in jobs they’re already
experienced in have been cited as keys to success.

Bonuses have been beefed up, for example, from $10,000 to
$20,000 for non-prior service people and from $5,000 to $15,000
for prior service personnel in the Army Guard since 2005. Re-
tention bonuses have also been increased from $5,000 to
$15,000, and $20,000 bonuses, plus 100 percent tuition assis-
tance, are available for college students.        

The Army Guard trained an additional 2,400 noncommis-
sioned officers for its recruiting and retention force from Au-
gust 2004 to August 2006. Many of these deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan and can speak firsthand about the experiences
Army Guard Soldiers face today, it was pointed out.

“They are finding their legs and beginning to pay off in big
ways,” said Randy Noller, a Guard Bureau spokesman.

The Air Guard, meanwhile, has added 79 administrative po-
sitions to its recruiting force so that recruiters have more time
to seek out new prospects, and it has opened 25 new store-
front recruiting offices during the past year to “put the face of
the Air National Guard closer to the community,” explained
Noller, who formerly served in both branches.

put before Congress that would have radically changed the
National Guard.

The President’s Budget, the baseline document presented
to Congress last February, proposed cutting the end strength
of the Army National Guard by 17,000 Soldiers.  That cut re-
flected the number of Soldiers the Army Guard was short of full
strength at the time the budget was drawn up.

In later testimony, Department of Defense officials told Con-
gress that they would fund the Army Guard at whatever strength
it could recruit to.

Strong congressional support for the Guard, backed by his-
torically unprecedented recruiting and retention, lifted both
the Army and Air Guard to nearly 100 percent strength in late
September.  Congress responded by funding the Army Na-
tional Guard at its previous level of 350,000.

Congress also authorized an additional 200 Airmen for the
Air National Guard, increasing its size to 107,000 during the
coming fiscal year.

Funding for training and support, which the President’s
Budget had proposed reducing in proportion to the decrease
in Army Guard personnel, was substantially restored by Con-
gress in the final budget.

Congress also used the NDAA to question the findings in
the 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review. A major study under-
taken by the Department of Defense and released earlier this
year, the QDR found that the Army should convert six National
Guard brigade combat teams to support units.

Congress “strongly urged” the Army to re-examine Guard
combat brigade requirements and actively include Guard offi-
cials in the deliberations, ensuring that the Guard’s homeland
defense and overseas warfighting force generation require-
ments are adequately accounted for before any combat bri-
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Dan Heaton

Making a difference: Operation Jump Start accomplishments as of mid-October
Operational successes supported by National Guard (skill-sets aiding in these successes are entry identifica-
tion teams, camera operators, RVSS monitoring, mechanical support at checkpoints, etc.)

Alien Apprehensions 16,501
Vehicle Seizures 241
Marijuana Seized (lbs) 45,474.1

Cocaine Seized (lbs) 1,966.7
Aliens Rescued 63
Currency $16,892.00

gades are converted.
Congress decided to study, rather than enact, provisions of

the National Guard Empowerment Act that would have increased
the influence of the National Guard within the Defense Depart-
ment. The proposed law was sponsored by Rep. Tom Davis (R-
VA) and co-sponsored by many members of Congress.

The National Guard Empowerment Act would have elevated
the chief of the National Guard Bureau to four-star rank, re-
quired that the deputy commander of U.S. Northern Command
be a Guard officer, and ensured that Guard officials had spe-
cific lines of authority for budgeting and coordinating home-
land defense and homeland security missions.

Rather than incorporating these changes into the NDAA, Con-
gress referred the Guard Empowerment Act to the Commission on
the National Guard and Reserves, which is required to study the
proposed changes and report its findings by next March.

Congress likewise directed the Commission on the Guard
and Reserves to study whether it was advisable to expand the
authority of Guard officers to serve in “dual-hat” command
positions.  Dual-hat commands are ones where a single officer
commands both National Guard troops in Title 32 state status,
as well as active duty, Guard or Reserve troops that are serving
in Title 10 federal status.

The commission was tasked to examine the processes that
the Defense Department  uses to determine Guard equipment
and funding for both its homeland defense and its warfighting
missions.  The concern is that the existing process does not
adequately consider the views of National Guard Bureau offi-
cials or the state adjutants general.

There were, however, some significant changes for the Guard
in the new defense legislation.

Pay for all members of the military will increase 2.2 percent
in 2007.

The retirement age for all reserve component general offic-

ers – to include adjutants general – increases by two years.
The law expands eligibility for health care under the

TRICARE Standard program to all the Selected Reserves and
their families when not on active duty.  Participants choosing
this coverage will be required to pay a premium.

The law increases the time that the President can involun-
tarily mobilize a Guard or Reserve member under a Presidential
Reserve Call-Up from 270 days to 365 days.

Current PRCs include the peacekeeping operations in Bosnia
and Kosovo.  The PRC differs from the Partial Mobilization
authority being used for Operations Noble Eagle, Enduring
Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom.  Guard members called under a
Partial Mobilization can serve for up to two years.

Probably the most controversial section of the new legisla-
tion expands the President’s authority to mobilize the reserve
components for domestic operations without the consent of
the governor during a natural disaster, terrorist attack, epidemic
or public health emergency.

Congress enacted the changes despite the objections of
every governor in the nation to this type of increase in presi-
dential power.

The changes were enacted as modifications of the Insurrec-
tion Act, a law originally passed right after the outbreak of the
Civil War.  The Insurrection Act permits a President to use
either the state militia or federal military forces to enforce the
law when he determines that civil authorities are unable or
unwilling to maintain law and order.

It is unlikely, however, that typical natural disasters – the
kinds of hurricanes, floods, and forest fires that occur every year
in the U.S. – will be met with wholesale federalizations of the
National Guard. The amended law still requires the President to
determine that a state is unable to maintain public order, and that
violence obstructs the execution of the laws of the United States,
before the Guard can be federalized under this law.
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By John Listman
National Guard Bureau

The guns fell silent at 11 a.m. just as planned by the armi-
stice. It was Nov. 11, 1918, and the fighting of the World War
was over (it would not become known as World War I until
after World War II started in 1939). Of the millions who died
during the four year conflict, the United States lost 115,660.
One of these, 2nd Lt. Erwin R. Bleckley, gained fame by giving
his life to save the lives of Soldiers he had never met.

Bleckley enlisted as a private in the newly organized Bat-
tery F, 1st Field Artillery, Kansas National Guard in June 1917.
He was promoted to second lieutenant in July. Soon the 1st
Field Artillery was reorganized and redesignated as the 130th
Field Artillery Regiment, an element of the 35th Division. He
sailed with the division to France in the spring of 1918. In
France, Bleckley learned that the Army was looking for men to
act as aerial observers and rear machine gunners for observa-
tion aircraft flying over enemy lines. He quickly volunteered
and was assigned to the 50th Aero Squadron.

On Oct. 2, 1918, during the height of the Allied Meuse
Argonne Offensive, a battalion of about 550 men from the 77th
Division (non-Guard) was encircled by German forces. Cut off
from American lines it soon became known as the “Lost Battal-
ion.” The unit occupied positions in a dense forest making
their location almost impossible to see by aircraft. For four
days the men in the battalion endured repeated enemy attacks
and artillery shelling, including mistaken “friendly fire” from
Allied guns. With all telephone wires cut by artillery fire their
only means of communication was by carrier pigeon.

On the afternoon of Oct. 6, with losses high and food, medi-
cal supplies and ammunition running low, the men heard the
sound of an aircraft engine overhead. It was the plane in which
Bleckley was an observer. The men quickly signaled their loca-
tion and Bleckley plotted their position on a map. The pilot, Lt.
Harold Goettler (a non-Guardsman) flew the plane at tree top
level so Bleckley could drop what few items such as cigarettes
and candy he could to help the men on the ground. At the same
time the Germans surrounding the area opened fire with rifles,
machine guns and anti-aircraft artillery against the plane, caus-
ing several holes but not seriously damaging the craft.

The plane returned to its base and Bleckley, using the map
he had drawn, gave the Allied command its first clear idea of

“The Highest Possible Courage” is a National Guard Heritage Painting by John D. Shaw.  It depicts Kansas National
Guardsman 2nd Lt.  Erwin Bleckley’s heroic actions during World War I as he located and re-supplied a trapped battalion
of Soldiers.  He received the Medal of Honor posthumously.  This painting and others like it, including the stories that
surround them, can be found at www.ngb.army.mil/resources/galleries/heritage/default.aspx.

It happened in
November

Events that made National Guard history
The following are selected entries from the National

Guard’s 365-day event calendar found at http://
www.NGB.Army.mil/

3rd, 1741 The Augusta County Regiment was organized in
Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley on this date. Men from this regi-
ment have served in every American war. During the Civil War
the regiment earned the nickname “Stonewall Brigade” it still
carries today. Its descendant unit, the 116th Infantry, became
part of the 29th Division in 1917 and saw heavy fighting with it
in both world wars, including leading the assault wave on
Omaha Beach on D-Day. In the Global War on Terrorism differ-
ent battalions of the 116th have served in recent deployments
in Afghanistan and Iraq.

8th, 1942 Algeria-As part of Operation TORCH, the 168th
Infantry (IA), 34th Infantry Division (Iowa, Minnesota, North
and South Dakota) makes an assault landing on the coast of
this French colony but meets little resistance as it seizes both
the port and the airfield.

9th, 1968  Kusan, South Korea-Two Air Guard squadrons,
Kansas’ 127th and Ohio’s 166th Tactical Fighter Squadrons,
both mobilized in the aftermath of the North Korean seizure of
the USS Pueblo in January 1968, and take part in a joint South
Korean-American military exercise.

11th, 1918  France-The armistice ending World War I takes
effect at 11 a.m.  More than 325,876 American soldiers are casu-
alties during the war. Of this number, 115,660 died (from all
causes including disease).

19th, 1942  Buna, New Guinea-Elements of the 32nd Infan-
try Division (Michigan, Wisconsin) enter combat in the jungles
and mountains of New Guinea on a campaign that would last
into January 1943. They achieved their primary goal of halting
the Japanese advance across the island which would have put
the enemy on the doorstep of Australia.

19th, 1969 Ocean of Storms, Moon-Apollo 12’s lunar mod-
ule, “Intrepid,” touches down safely. Under the command of
Charles “Pete” Conrad, Jr., the only former Guardsman to ever
make it to the lunar surface, this is the second manned mission
to the Moon.

29th, 1990 Colchester, Vt. -The 131st Engineer Company is
mobilized for Operation Desert Shield and served in Saudi Arabia
during the Gulf War.

where the battalion was located so a rescue plan could be
formulated. After the briefing Bleckley and his pilot both vol-
unteered to return to the battalion’s location to drop packages
of food and medical supplies (ammunition was too heavy for
the lightweight aircraft to carry enough to matter).

As the sun was setting they took off and were soon over
the area where they started dropping the supplies. Due to the
dense woods and compact area occupied by the remaining
members of the battalion (by this time more than half were dead
or captured), Goettler flew at tree top level so Bleckley could
drop the packages into the American zone. Again intense en-
emy fire greeted the plane as it circled. Soon both the men were
hit and the plane was badly shot up. The pilot tried to make it
back to their base but he was forced to land at a French field
where he was found dead in his cockpit. Bleckley was removed
from the plane still alive but succumbed soon after.

Because of the accuracy of Bleckley’s map the battalion
was rescued the next morning. For their selfless act of volun-
teering to return to drop supplies knowing that they might not
survive, both Airmen were first awarded posthumous Distin-
guished Service Crosses. However, in 1922, upon review of
their records, both were upgraded to the Medal of Honor. They
died helping fellow Soldiers live. There is no higher act of valor.

An air war hero and his selfless flights

Vintage Air Force
uniforms displayed
An Air Force vintage uniform
fashion show of sorts took place
at the Air Force open house at
the Pentagon  Oct. 14 as dozens
of Airmen paraded uniforms
from the past to the present. The
open house ran in conjunction
with the official ceremony to
dedicate the Air Force Memorial.
Lt. Gen. Craig McKinley, chief of
the Air National Guard, was on
the same stage an hour earlier
helping to give the oath of enlist-
ment to dozens of new recruits.
Photo by Senior Airman Desiree
L. Andrejcik.
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Contacting a Family Readiness coordinator near you
The National Guard Family Program office in
each state’s joint force headquarters (JFHQ) is
designed to assist family members of all service
members, regardless of the military organization
or status, with information and/or referrals. The
following is a list of Family Program offices in
the 54 states and territories, followed by wing
Family Program coordinators.

Send changes/corrections to:
Ms. Pamela McClelland
National Guard Bureau-Family Programs
1411 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Arlington, VA 22202
703-607-5416; DSN 327-5416
Pamela.McClelland@ngb.ang.af.mil

Alabama
State Family Program Director
SGM Hubert Chance
1720 Cong WL Dickerson Dr.
Montgomery, AL, 36109-0711
Office/DSN: (334)-271-7283 / 363-7283 or
(800) 231-2846

117 ARW
Pamela Lacey
5401 East Lake Blvd.
Birmingham, AL 35217
Office/DSN: (205) 714-2699 / 778-2699

187 FW
Sharon Hubbert
5187 Selma Hwy.
Montgomery, AL 36108-4824
Office/DSN: (334) 394-7119 / 358-9119 or
(800) 368-4481, option 2

Alaska
State Family Program Director
SMSgt Jan Myers
49000 Army Guard Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99503-2552
(907) 428-6663 / (317) 384-4663
Mailing address: P.O Box 5800
Ft. Richardson, AK 99503-2552
(888) 917-3608 (works only within AK)

168 ARW
Nola Barnes
2680 Flightline Ave., Ste. 117
Eielson AFB,AK 99702-1740
Office/DSN: (907) 377-8715 /
(317) 377-8715

176 WG
Gretchen Nealy
5002 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, AK 99502
Office/DSN: (907) 249-1130 / 626-1130

Arizona
State Family Program Director
CPT Jon Michael Cookson
5636 E. McDowell Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85008-3495
Office/DSN: (602) 267-2593 / 853-2593 or
(800) 233-7758

161 ARW
Glen Klassen
3200 E Old Tower Rd.
Phoenix, AZ. 85034-7263
Office/DSN: (602) 302-9094 / 853-9094 or
(800) 435-542, ext. 2-9094

162 FW
Ms. Jolene Helt
1650 E Perimeter Way
Tucson, AZ 85706
Office/DSN: (520) 295-6566 / 844-6566

Arkansas
State Family Program Director
Mary Myers
Camp Robinson
Building 6402 Missouri Ave.
North Little Rock, AR 72199
Office/DSN: (501) 212-4102 / 962-4102 or
(800) 446-4645

188 FW
Eva R. Patton, CIV/FAM
Family Readiness Support Coordinator
188 FW Air National Guard
Ft. Chaffee
4850 Leigh Ave.
Fort Smith, AR 72903-6096
Office/DSN: (479) 573-5167 / 778-5167

189 AW
Mrs. Stephanie Wynn
112 CMSGT Williams Drive
Little Rock AFB, AR 72099-4802
Office/DSN: (501) 987-5952 / 731-5952

California
State Family Program Director
Steven Read
CAJS-FP Box 54, 9800 Goethe
Sacramento, CA 95827
Office/DSN: (916) 854-3252 / 466-3252 or
(800) 449-9662

129 RQW
Carolann Wunderlin
HQ 129th Rescue Wing/Family Readiness
Bldg. 680, Macon Rd.
California Air National Guard
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

144 FW
Barbara Draughon
5323 E. McKinley Ave.
Fresno, CA 93727-2199
Office/DSN: (559) 454-5383 / 839-5383 or
(800) 516-8277

146 AW
Jo Ann Bellen
100 Mulcahey Dr.
Port Hueneme, CA 93041-4002
Office/DSN: (805) 986-7468 / 893-7468

163 ARW
Debbie Hambrick
1620 Graeber St.t
March ARB, CA 92518-1624
Office/DSN: (951) 655-2165 /
447-2165

Colorado
State Family Program Director
Charlene Shields
6848 S. Revere Parkway
Centennial, CO 80112
Office/DSN: (720) 250-1190 / 250-1190

140 WG
Mrs. Grace Finley
Buckley Air Force Base
140 S. Aspen St., Stop 37
Aurora, CO 80011-9544
Office/DSN: (720) 847-9116 / 847-9116

Connecticut
State Family Program Director
Kimberly Hoffman
Connecticut National Guard
Office of Family Programs
360 Broad Street
Hartford, CT 06105-3795
Office/DSN: (860) 493-2745/636-0745 or
(800) 858-2677

103 FW
Donna Rivera
100 Nicholson Rd.
E. Granby, CT
Office/DSN: (860) 292-2730 / 220-2730

Delaware
State Family Program Director
LTC Willie Barnes
1st Regiment Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19808-2191
Office/DSN: (302) 326-7268 / 440-7268 or
(877) 482-7333

166 AW
Yolanda DiVirgilio
2600 Spruance Dr.
New Castle, DE 19720
Office/DSN: (302) 323-3327 / 445-7327

District of Columbia
State Family Program Director
SGM Patricia Williamson
2001 East Capitol St.
Washington, DC 20003
Office/DSN: (202) 685-9826 / 325-9826

113 FW
Connie Moore
Family Readiness and Support Office
Rm. 106
3252 E. Perimeter Rd.
Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5411
Office/DSN: (240) 857-9746

Florida
Acting State Family Program Director
CW4 Bobbi Hall
DCSPER-FR, P.O. Box 1008
St. Augustine, FL 32085-1008
Office/DSN: (904) 823-0360 / 860-7360 or
(800) 226-0360

125 FW
Robin Severson
FL Air National Guard 125 FW/FR 14300
FANG Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Office/DSN: (904) 741-7027 / 641-7027

Georgia
State Family Program Director
CPT George Arp
935 E. Confederate Ave. SE, Bldg. 21
Atlanta, GA 30316-0965
Office/DSN: (678) 569-6454 / 338-6454 or
(800) 625-5843

116 ACW
Eileen Byrd
555 Borghese Dr.
Bldg. 2078
Robins AFB, GA 31098
Office/DSN: (478) 201-1286 / 241-1285

165 AW
Frank Baker
1401 Robert B. Miller Jr. Dr.
Garden City, GA 31408-9001
Office/DSN: (912) 966-8363 / 860-8363 or
(866) 812-8363

Guam
State Family Program Director
MAJ Robert Crisostomo
Joint Forces Headquarters
430 Army Dr., Bldg. 300, Rm. 128
Barrigada, GU 96913-4421
Office/DSN: (671) 647-2717 / 271-2722

Hawaii
State Family Program Director
Joanne Yamamoto
360 Harbor Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-7049
Office/Cell: (808) 448-7049 or
(818) 341-7608

154 WG
Lorna Souza
360 Mamala Bay Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-5517
Office/DSN: (808) 448-7282/(312) 448-7282

Idaho
State Family Program Director
CPT James Hicks
4150 Cessna
Bldg. 218
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: (208) 422-4361 / 422-4361 /
(800) 543-0007

124 WG
John Spurny
3787 W. Areonca St.
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: (208) 422-5374 / 422-5374

Illinois
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joe Schweickert
1301 N. McArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62702-2399
Office/DSN: (217) 761-3413 / 555-3413 /
(800) 832-9225
joseph.schweickert@us.army.mil

126 ARW
CPT May Alexander
126 Air Guard Way
Scott AFB, IL 62225
Office/DSN: (618) 222-5761 / 760-5761 or
(877) 412-6279

182 AW
Amy K. Quimby
2416 S. Falcon Blvd.
Peoria, IL 61607
Office/DSN: 309-633-5339/ 724-5339

183 FW
Perry Jackson
3101 J. David Jones Pkwy.
Springfield, IL 62707-5001
Office/DSN: (217) 757-1569 / 892-8569

Indiana
State Family Program Director
Susan Richards
2002 S. Holt Rd., Bldg #3
Indianapolis, IN 46241-4839
Office/DSN: (317) 247-3192 / 369-2192

181 FW
Maj John Puckett
800 S. Petercheff St.
Terre Haute, IN 47803-5000
Office/DSN: (812) 877-5282 / 724-1282

122 FW
Connie Douthat
3005 Ferguson Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46809-0122
Office/DSN: (260) 478-3409 / 786-1409 /
(800) 841-3104

Iowa
State Family Program Directors
Catherine Luther
Camp Dodge, 7105 NW 70th Ave.
Johnston, IA 50131-1824
Office/DSN: (515) 252-4416 / 431-4416 or
(800) 294-6607

132 FW
Amanda Wicker
3100 McKinley Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50321
Office/DSN: (515) 256-8786 / 256-8786 or
(800) 257-1693, ext. 8786

185 ARW
DeAnna Pennings
2920 Headquarters Ave.
Sioux City, IA 51111-1300
Office/DSN: (712) 233-0817 / 585-0817 or
(800) 582-5718, ext. 0817

Kansas
State Family Program Director
AGKS-HRO-SFPD, 2800 SW
Topeka, KS 66611-1287
Office/DSN: (785) 274-1171 / 720-8171 or
(800) 432-2447, option 9 (within state only)

184 ARW
Hilari DeLaRosa
92955 Jayhawk Dr.
McConnell AFB, KS 67221
Office/DSN: (316) 759-7092 / 743-7092

190 ARW
Tonya Van Sickle
5920 SE Coyote Dr.
Topeka, KS 66619-5370
Office/DSN: (785) 861-4940 / 720-4940

Kentucky
State Family Program Director
MAJ Marion Peterson
KG-JFHQ-J1, Boone NG Center, Bldg. 126
100 Minuteman Pkwy.
Frankfort, KY 40601-6168
Office/DSN: (502) 607-1549 / 667-1549 or
(800) 372-7601

123 AW
Paula McLain
1101 Grade Ln.
Louisvile, KY 40213
Office/DSN: (502) 364-9647 / 741-4647

Louisiana
State Family Program Director
MAJ Lida Eichenauer
1106 B. Street
Pineville, LA 71360
Office/DSN: (318) 641-5428 / 435-5428 or
(866) 647-3617

159 FW
Carrie Matirne
400 Russell Ave., Box 27 NAS-JRB
New Orleans, LA 70143-0027
Office/DSN #: (504) 391-8505 / 457-8505

Maine
State Family Program Director
SFC Barbara Claudel
DVEM, State House Sta. #33
Augusta, ME 04333-0033
Office/DSN: (207) 626-4410 / 476-4410 or
(800) 581-9989

101 ARW
Mrs. Pattie Reynolds
103 Maineiac Ave., Ste. 505
Bangor, ME 04401-3099

Office/DSN: (207) 990-7494 / 698-7494

Maryland
State Family Program Director
MSG Jeanette Wittman
29th Division St., 5th Regiment Armory
Baltimore, MD 21201-2208
Office: (410) 576-6019 / (877) 399-6221

175 WG
Karol Yox
2701 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21220
Office/DSN: (410) 918-6768 / 243-6768 or
(800) 847-7549, ext. 6768

Massachusetts
State Family Program Director
Maureen Serrecchia
Family Program Office, 14 Minuteman Ln.
Wellesley, MA 02481
Office/DSN: (508) 233-7222 / 256-7222
(888) 301-3103, ext. 7222

102 FW
Erin Creighton
158 Reilly St., Box 70
Otis ANGB, MA 02542-5028
Office/DSN #: (508) 968-4855 / 557-4855

104 FW
Sandra Wakefield
175 Falcon Dr.
Westfield, MA 01085
Office/DSN: (413) 568-9151, ext. 1183 / 698-
1183

Michigan
State Family Program Director
MAJ Mary Jones
3411 N. Martin L. King Jr Blvd.
Lansing, MI 48906
Office/DSN: (517) 481-8358 / 623-8358

110 FW
Robin Berry
3545 Mustang Ave.
Battle Creek, MI 49015-5509
Office/DSN: (269) 969-3493 / 580-3493 or
(800)-753-6201, ext. 3493

127 WG
Debby Shroeder
155 Arnold Cir.
Building 944
Selfridge ANG Base, MI 48045
Office/DSN: (586) 307-5583 / 273-5583 or
(800) 645-9416, ext. 5583

CRTC
Justin Dyess
5884 A St.
Alpena, MI 49707-8125
Office/DSN: (989) 354-6220 / 741-3220

Minnesota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jim Swanson
8180 Belden Blvd., Attn.: MNAG-JCEFO
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Office/DSN: (651) 268-8208 / 825-8208 or
(888) 234-1274

133 AW
Ms. Jill Lawrence
133AW/ GFN, Bldg. 631, 631 Minuteman Dr.
St. Paul, MN 55111-4116
Office/DSN: (612) 713-2367 / 783-2367

148 FW
Jennifer Kuhlman
4680 Viper St.
Duluth, MN 55811-6031
Office/DSN: (218) 788-7833 / 825-7833

Mississippi
State Family Program Director
CW3 Melissa Tanksley
P.O. Box 5027
Jackson, MS 39296-5027
Office/DSN: (601) 313-6379 / 293-6379 or
(866) 369-6506

172 AW
Marianne Breland
141 Military Dr.
Jackson, MS 39232
Office/DSN: (601) 405-8211 / 828-8211

186 ARW
Connie Myers
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6225 M St.
Meridian, MS 39307-7112
Office/DSN: (601) 484-9623 / 778-9623

CRTC
Mr. Charles Carrigan
4715 Hewes Ave.
Gulfport, MS 39507-4324
Office/DSN: (228) 214-6018 / 363-6018 or
(866) 618-9851

Missouri
State Family Program Director
LTC James (Greg) Allison
JFMO-SS
2302 Militia Dr.
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Office/DSN: (573) 638-9549 / 555-9827 or
(800) 299-9603

131 FW
Kathy Fitzgerald
10800 Lambert International Blvd., Stop 2
St. Louis, MO 63044
Office/DSN: (314) 527-6362 / 824-6362

139 AW
Jane Lackey
705 Memorial Dr.
St. Joseph, MO 64503-9307
Office/DSN: (816) 236-3517 / 356-3517

Montana
State Family Program Director
MSgt. Kathryn Gilding
P.O. Box 4789, 1900 N. Williams St.
Helena, MT 59604-4789
Office/DSN: (406) 324-3239 / 324-3239

120 FW
Susan Fairhurst
2800 Airport Avenue B
Great Falls, MT 59404-3750
Office/DSN: (406) 791-0867/ 791-0867

Nebraska
State Family Program Director
MAJ Drey Ihm
1776 N. 10th St.
Lincoln, NE 68508-1097
Office/DSN: (402) 309-7332 / 279-7332 or
(800) 432-6778

155 ARW
Nicole A. Effle
2420 W. Butler Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68524-1885
Office/DSN: (402) 309-1588 / 279-1588

Nevada
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joanne Farris
2460 Fairview Ln.
Carson City, NV 89701
Office/DSN: (775) 887-7328 / 830-8400 or
(866) 699-3128 or
(800) 936-1101 (Emergency Line)

152 AW
Larry Miller
1776 National Guard Way
Reno, NV 89502-4494
Office/DSN: (775) 788-4585

New Hampshire
State Family Program Director
Suzanne Barricklow
State Military Reservation, 4 Pembroke Rd.
Concord, NH 03301-5652
Office/DSN: (603) 225-1215 / 684-9215
Hotline: (800) 472-0328

157 ARW
Bonnie Lee Rice
302 Newmarket St.
Pease ANGB, NH 03803-0157
Office/DSN: (603) 430-3545 / 852-3545

New Jersey
State Family Program Director
CW4 Ralph Cwieka
Joint Force Headquarters
3650 Saylors Pond Rd.
Ft. Dix, NJ 08640
Office/DSN: (609) 562-0668 / 944-0668 or
(888) 859-0352

108 ARW
Tiffany L. Colby
3327 Charles Blvd.
McGuire AFB, NJ 08641
Office/DSN: (609) 754-4479 / 650-4479 or
(888) 859-0352
177 FW
Joan Searfoss

400 Langley Rd.
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 08234-9500
Office/DSN: (609) 645-6248 / 455-6248

New Mexico
State Family Program Director
Therese Sanchez
10 Bataan Blvd.
Santa Fe, NM 87508-4277
Office/DSN: (505) 474-1220 / 867-8220 or
(866) 460-4100

150 FW
Therese Sanchez
2251 Air Guard Rd., SE (Fam. Prog.)
Kirtland AFB, NM 87117-5875
Office/DSN: (505) 853-5668 / 263-5668

New York
State Family Program Director
Beverly Keating
Attn: MNHF-FP, 330 Old Niskayuna Rd.
Latham, NY 12110-2224
Office/DSN: (518) 786-4525 / 489-4525

105 AW
Jeanne Dion
One Militia Way, Stewart ANG Base
Newburgh, NY 12550-5042
Office/DSN: (845) 563-2062 / 636-2062

106 RQW
Lisa D’Agostino
150 Old Riverhead Rd.
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978-1201
Office/DSN: (631) 723-7133 / 456-7133

107 ARW
Carole Adamczyk
9910 Guardian St.
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-6001
Office/DSN: (716) 236-3411 / 238-3411

109 AW
Joanna Pritchard
Stratton ANGB, 1 ANG Rd.
Scotia, NY 12302-9752
Office/DSN: (518) 344-2357 / 344-2357

174 FW
Terri Scanlin
NYANG, 6001 E. Molloy Rd.
Syracuse, NY 13211-7099
Office/DSN: (315) 454-6577/489-9577

North Carolina
State Family Program Director
1LT Dale Cowan
4105 Reedy Creek Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607-6410
Office/DSN #: (919) 664-6324 / 582-9324
or (800) 621-4136, ext. 6324

145 AW
Kathleen Flaherty
5225 Morris Field Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28208-5704
Office/DSN: (704) 398-4949 / 231-4949

North Dakota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jackie Huber
P.O. Box 5511
Bismark, ND 58506-5511
Office/DSN #: (701) 333-2058 / 373-2058
or (800) 242-4940

119 FW
Jody Harms
1400 28th Ave.
No. Fargo, ND 58102-1051
Office/DSN: (701) 451-2112 / 362-8112

Ohio
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Bramlish
2825 W. Dublin Granville Rd.
Columbus, OH 43235-2789
Office/DSN: (614) 336-7352 / 273-7352 or
(800) 589-9914

121 ARW
Carolyn J. Ebert
7370 Minuteman Way
Columbus, OH 43217
Office/DSN: (614) 492-4417 / 696-4417

178 FW
Jane Esprit
706 Regula Ave.
Springfield, OH 45502
Office/DSN: (937) 525-2583 / 346-2583 or
(800) 851-4503, ext. 9-2583

179 AW
Faline Rowland

1947 Harrington Memorial Rd.
Mansfield, OH 44903-0179
Office/DSN: (419) 520-6600 / 696-6600

180 FW
Judy York
2660 S. Eber Rd.
Swanton, OH 43558
Office/DSN: (419) 868-4550 / 580-4550

Oklahoma
State Family Program Director - JFHQ
CPT Lindy J. White
3501 NE Military Cir.
Oklahoma City, OK 73111-4839
Office/DSN: (405) 228-5036 / 628-5036

137 AW
Jennifer Lain
5624 Air Guard Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK 73159
Office/DSN: (405) 686-5683 / 720-5683

138 FW
Connie Hurt
9121 E Mustain St., Ste. 201E
Tulsa, OK 74117
Office/DSN: (918) 833-7732 / 894-7732
Cell: (918) 625-0348 (available 24 hours)

Oregon
State Family Program Director
Diane Gooding
P.O. Box 14350, 1776 Militia Way
Salem, OR 97309-5047
Office/DSN: (503) 584-3543 / 355-3543 or
(800) 452-7500

142 FW
Mary Bell
6801 NE Cornfoot Road Building 142
Portland IAP, OR 97218-2797
Office/DSN: (503) 335-4193 / 638-4193
173 FW
Tamra Narramore
211 Arnold Ave, Ste. 30
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Office/DSN: (541) 885-6112 / 830-6112

Pennsylvania
State Family Program Director
CW2 Jennifer Sadler
Dept of Military and Veterans Affairs, Attn:
MP-FAO
Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003
Office/DSN: (717) 861-9676 / 861-2650 or
(800) 634-1790

111 FW
Jean Moretti
1151 Fairchild St.
Willow Grove JRB, PA 19090-5300
Office/DSN: (215) 443-1409 / 991-1409

171 ARW
Deb Krall
300 Tanker Road, #4221
Coraopolis, PA 15108-4221
Office/DSN: (412) 474-7365 / 277-7365

193 SOW/FRG
M. Danielle Ball
89 Mustang Alley.
Middletown, PA 17057
Office/DSN: (717) 948-3155 / 423-3155

Puerto Rico
State Family Program Director
Sgt. 1st. Class Nydia Garcia
P.O. Box 9023786,
San Juan, PR 00902-3786
nydia.garcia@pr.ngb.army.mil
Office: (787) 289-1516

156 AW
Lourdes Gonzalez
200 Jose A. Santana Ave.
Carolina, PR 00979-1502
Office/ Fax: (787) 253-7443/ (787) 253-5166
Lourdes.gonzalez@prsanj.ang.af.mil

Rhode Island
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Behm
TAGRI.DP/FC, 645 New London Ave.
Cranston, RI 02920-3783
Office/DSN: (401) 275-4194 / 247-4194 or
(877) 440-7994

143 AW
Tina Scully
1 Minuteman Way
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Office/DSN: (401) 886-0148 / 476-3148

South Carolina
LT C Gordon Johnson
1 National Guard Rd.
Columbia, SC 29201
Office/DSN: (803) 806-2908 / 583-4387

169 FW
Doris Luellen
1325 S. Carolina Rd., #28
Eastover, SC 29044-5028
Office/DSN: 803-647-8089/ 583-8089

South Dakota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Harvey Fitzgerald
2823 West Main St.
Building 520 FAC
Rapid City, SD 57702-8186
Office/DSN: (605) 737-6728 / 747-8728
or (800) 658-3930

114 FW
Rebecca A n d e r s o n
1201 W. Algonquin St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Office/DSN: (605) 988-5962 / 798-7962

Tennessee
State Family Program Director
MAJ Ronald Strahle
601 Fitzhugh Blvd.
Smyrna, TN 37167
ronald.strahle@tn.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (615) 355-3996 / 683-3996
or (877) 311-3264

118 AW
Sherri Weathers
240 Knapp Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37217-2538
Office/DSN: (615) 399-5504 / 778-6504

134 AW
Stephen Latham
134 Briscoe Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37777-6203
Office/DSN: (865) 985-3107 / 266- 3 1 0 7

164 A RW
Betty Gaskins
2815 Democrat Rd., Bldg. 402, Rm. 26
Memphis, TN 38118-1510
(901) 291-7125 / 726-7125

Texas
LTC Thomas Palladino
P. O. Box 5218
Camp Mabry, Bldg. 42
Austin, TX 78763
Office/DSN: (512) 782-3765 / 954-6748
or (800) 252-8032

136 AW
Wing Family Coordinator
Kristie Jo Buckler
300 Hensley Ave., Bldg. 1673
NA S - Carswell Field JRB
Fort Worth, TX 76127-1673
Office/DSN: (817) 852-3558 or 3456 /
874 -3558

147 FW
Monalisa Norton
14657 Sneider St.
Houston, TX 77034-5586
Office/DSN: (281) 929-2056 / 454-2056

149 FW
Shanita Lanier
107 Hensley St., Ste. 2
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-0103
Office/DSN: (210) 925-6171 / 945-6171

Utah
MAJ Patrick Osmond
PO Box 1776
Draper, UT 84020-1776
patrick.osmond@ut.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (801) 523-4533 / 766-4533
Fax: (801) 523-4685

Wing Family Coordinator
Jill Lukes
765 N 2200 W
Salt Lake City, UT 84116-2999
jill.lukes@utsalt.ang.af.mil
Office/DSN: (801) 245-2524 / 245-2524
Fax: (801) 245-2578

Vermont
State Family Program Director
MAJ William McKern
789 Vermont National Guard Rd.
Colchester, VT 05446-3099
Office/DSN: (802) 338-3347 / 636-3347 or

(800) 607-8773

158 FW
Mrs. Mary Bullis
88 NCO Dr., Suite 114
South Burlington, VT 05403
Office/DSN: (802) 652-8035/ 220-8035

Virginia
State Family Program Director
MAJ Leslie Myers
Bldg 316, Ft. Pickett
Attn: JFHQ-VAPA-J1-FP
Blackstone, VA 23824-6316
(888) 4TEAMVA (483-2682), ext. 6365

192 FW
Angie Wade
50 Falcon Rd., Ste. 6
Sandston, VA 23150-2524
Office/DSN: (804) 236-7036 / 864-7036

Virgin Islands
State Family Program Director
Ms. Linda Todman
4031 La Grande Princesse, Lot 1B
Christianstead, VI 00820-4353
linda.todman@vi.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (340) 712-7787 / 787-7787 or
(866) 724-0348
Fax: (340) 712-7782

Washington
State Family Program Director
LTC Diane Williams
Bldg. 97 Camp Murray
Tacoma, WA 98430
Office/DSN: (253) 512-7754 / 512-7881 or
(800) 364-7492

141 ARW
1403 W. Wainwright Blvd.
Fairchild AFB, WA 99011
Office/DSN: (509) 247-7009 / 657-7009

DET-1
Angela Rivera
Bldg. 106, 41st Division Way
Camp Murray, WA 98430
Office/DSN: (253) 512-3397 / 370-3397

West Virginia
State Family Program Director
CPT Allen Martin
1701 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-1085
Office/DSN: (304) 561-6380 / 623-6380 or
(800) 794-8273

130 AW
Sharon Peters
1679 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-5000
Office/DSN: (304) 341-6625 / 366-6625

167 AW
Susan Sanders
222 Sabre Jet Blvd.
Martinsburg, WV 25401
Office/DSN: (304) 262-5590 / 242-5590

Wisconsin
State Family Program Director
LTC Meg BlankShein
2400 Wright Street
Madison, WI 53708
Office/DSN: (608) 242-3480 / 724-3480 or
(800) 292-9464

115 FW
Vicki Edgren
2625 Hoffman St., Bldg. 307
Madison, WI
Office/DSN: (608) 245-4654 / 724-8654

128 ARW
Debbie Schultz
1919 E. Grange Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53207-6199
Office/DSN: (414) 944-8249 / 580-8249

Wyoming
State Family Program Director
William Breckenridge
5500 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3320
Office/DSN: (307) 772-5208 / 388-5208
800-635-4917

153 AW
Denise Rampolla
217 Dell Range Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009
Office/DSN: (307) 772-6063 / 388-6063
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North Dakota Senior Airman Katie Schneller, 119th Medical
Group, helps to usher in patients and control the entrance
with the assistance of Lance Cpl. Yahaya Muhadeen, Ghana
military police, at the Mallam-Atta Market Government Clinic
during the Medflag 2006 joint force humanitarian medical
assistance exercise in Accra, Ghana.

Photo by Senior Master Sgt. David Lipp
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U.S. forces, including North Dakota unit, deploy to Africa

North Dakota’s
MEDFLAG 2006 numbers

-2,252 patients seen (averaged 550 daily)
-1,900 prescriptions filled
-2,840 medical services were provided
including blood pressure testing, glucose
tests, immunizations and physical therapy
-67 patients seen by the dentist
-578 patients seen by the optometrist
-600 pairs of eye glasses distributed

By Senior Master Sgt. David Lipp
119th Communications Flight

Amena Salifu walks in the morning darkness in Ghana, Af-
rica, to get to a clinic, enduring severe pain from an improperly
healed broken hip from a past injury. She’s making the journey
because she’s heard that the U.S. military is providing free
medical care there. When she arrives, she has to wait with
hundreds of others for hours to be seen.

A true story and one that illustrates the massive demand for
quality medical care that exists in certain areas of Africa. Sup-
plying that care recently were members of the 119th Fighter
Wing Medical Group of Fargo, N.D. They deployed to Accra,
Ghana, Sep. 3-17 to take part in a humanitarian exercise called
Medflag 2006.

Medflag’s purpose was threefold: refine medical field op-
erations and gain experience in managing
world health problems for U.S. theater medi-
cal response teams; share medical information
and techniques with host country medical per-
sonnel; and provide humanitarian assistance
to host nation populations in rural areas.

 The exercise brought together personnel
from all four branches of the U.S. military in
the countries of Benin, Senegal, Nigeria, and
Ghana.  The 119th sent 58 members plus sup-
port personnel.

Ghana is North Dakota’s partner country
in the National Guard’s State Partnership Program and this ex-
ercise went a long way in furthering it, said deployed 119th
member Capt. Kyle Bakken.

Medical personnel worked in three locations in Accra dur-
ing the 15-day deployment: 37 Military Hospital, the Nima Gov-
ernment Clinic, and the Mallam-Atta Market Government Clinic.

They performed medical examinations on civilians and pro-
vided medication for ailments like tapeworm.  Guard physi-
cians, dentists, optometrists and nurses provided eye and den-
tal treatment.

They treated tropical illnesses like Malaria and lab workers
gained experience in identifying sickle cell anemia and tuber-
culosis, illnesses rarely see in North Dakota.

Hospital administrative help was given as well: 119th per-
sonnel showed local medical staffs how to better organize their
medical records by using certain formulas in Microsoft  Excel.

Maj. Robert Schulte, a 119th physical therapist, demonstrated
several treatment techniques to local physicians and medical
students including a foot taping method for plantar fasciitis
(heel spur).  He also left a medical book behind for one of the
clinics that included a chapter written by him.

People in depressed areas of Accra seemed desperate for
medical care.  When word spread of the U.S. military offering
medical assistance in the outreach clinics, people lined up out-
side the gates early in the morning.  At times, over 1,000 waited.

In one case, an elderly woman named
Sophia Accuh-Addo needed a walker be-
cause of a broken hip but couldn’t use a
normal walker because she also had a bro-
ken wrist.  Col. Robert J. Becklund, 119th
commander, and Maj. Schulte designed and
modified a walker so that it removed the
weight from her wrists.  She was not able to
leave the clinic until she could get up and
out of bed on her own.  The modified walker
allowed her to leave the hospital much
quicker.  “I’m so grateful to you and God
bless you. I’m so thankful for your ingenu-
ity,” Sophia said.

“Although we realize that the people will have an ongoing
need for medical care long after we have gone, we were able to
perform a great number of medical screening examinations and
especially identify people with diabetes and high blood pres-
sure,” said Maj. Greg Haugen, a North Dakota Air National
Guard flight surgeon and emergency physician.  “The local
clinics can now assist these individuals in treatment of their
conditions.”

Medical care where it’s needed most

North Dakota flight surgeon Lt. Col. Bryan DeLage, 119th Medical Group, shows patient Amena Salifu the X-ray of her
improperly healed hip fracture at the Mallam-Atta Market Government Clinic during Medflag 2006.  Amena Salifu walked
to the clinic with a severe limp  to be examined.

Photo by Senior Master Sgt. David Lipp

Several states participated in Medflag 2006 including Utah.
Here Sgt. 1st Class James Barlow, a translator from the
Utah Army National Guard, watches Beninese Army medics
carry a “wounded comrade” in Cotonou, Benin.  Medflag,
among other purposes, provides training and experience
in the management of world health problems.

Photo by Dave Melancon
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- National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency

“They introduced us to the new concepts in CPR.  They donated some CPR training mannequins
to help our training program and they promised to continue to share new knowledge with us and
I think it was great.”

-Maj. Rex Adzagba, 37 Military Hospital, Ghana, Africa
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