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OPERATION JUMP START:
Hardening the southern border

By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – National Guard troops
jumped into Operation Jump Start in early
June to help federal authorities stem the flow
of illegal immigrants into this country and
support efforts to reform the immigration
system.

Operation Jump Start is intended to
strengthen the U.S. border with Mexico in
California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas.

Fifty-five National Guard members from
Utah were sent to the Arizona-Mexico border
on June 3. They were expected to begin their
border missions as early as June 5.

Their mission had already been scheduled

as Innovative Readiness Training prior to

President Bush’s announcement that the

Guard would be assisting civil authorities 

on the border.

“The National Guard is superbly suited for
this mission,” said LTG H Steven Blum, chief
of the National Guard Bureau. “We’ve been
doing it for over three decades, just at a much
smaller scale. We have the skills, the capabili-
ties and the available, highly-trained people.”

By Dominic Morales
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – The National Guard
has designed and produced a new logo that
will help inform citizens that National Guard
troops are on the scene during
domestic emergencies. Its
purpose is to distinguish
the National Guard from
other agencies that it is
serving with or sup-
porting. 

After devastating
hurricanes hit the
Gulf Coast last year,
LTG H Steven Blum,
chief of National Guard
Bureau, felt there should
be something that sets the
National Guard apart from other
agencies.

Sgt. Michael Dann, National Guard Bureau
– Public Affairs, was part of the team tasked

to “brand” Guard assets in states and cities
where the National Guard would be 
assisting. “Always Ready Always There” is
the motto printed on the logo. It comes in
three forms: a sticker, magnet and paint sten-

cil. The logo can be attached to all
Guard and equipment including

helicopters and vehicles 
within the United States. 

Guidance will be available
for properly placing the
logo should the states
choose to participate,
Dann said. The logo is not

intended for everyday use
but, rather, for “neighbor

helping neighbor” missions.  
States along the southern bor-

der where National Guard troops are
expected to be deployed and states that could
be hit by hurricanes will be among the first
to receive the new logos.

By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – A lieutenant general
with 32 years of service has been named the
12th director of the Air National Guard.
Lt. Gen. Craig R. McKinley was confirmed

as director by the U.S. Senate effective May
20 and pinned to three-star rank on June 5.

“I look forward to supporting the chief of
the National Guard Bureau, working closely
with the adjutants general in our Global War
on Terrorism and the governors protecting
our homeland,” said McKinley who served
as the Air Guard’s deputy director from
January 1998 to February 2001.

McKinley succeeds Lt. Gen. Daniel James
III who officially retired June 5, three days
after his appointment as Air Guard director
ended.

A member of the Florida Air National
Guard, McKinley most recently served as
assistant deputy chief of staff for plans and

programs at Air Force headquarters in
Washington. In that position, he managed the
$682 billion Air Force Future Years Defense
Program and the Air Force Long-Range Plan
to support national security objectives and
military strategy.

McKinley’s numerous previous assign-
ments have included command of the Air
National Guard Readiness Center at
Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland when
he was the Air Guard’s deputy director.
Other assignments that have helped prepare

him for his duties as Air Guard director have
included director of the Mobilization and
Reserve Affairs Directorate for the U.S.
European Command in Germany; com-
mander of the 1st Air Force Air Combat
Command at Tyndall Air Force Base in
Florida; and deputy inspector general of the

Lt. Gen. McKinley: 12th Air Guard director

The National 
Guard stood tall
during Memorial

Day weekend
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Photo by Maj. Hank McIntire, Utah National Guard
Utah Army National Guard Sgt. Tina Frame, left, and Staff Sgt. Doug Mecham began measuring and building a new
fence during June’s first week after reporting for duty along the U.S.-Mexico border in southern Arizona. Fifty-five Utah
Guard members were among the Guard troops who are supporting efforts by federal authorities to stem the flow of 
illegal immigrants into this country.
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WASHINGTON – Anne
Comeaux became Amer-
ica’s iconic Gold Star
mother in the shadow of
the Capitol on the eve of

Memorial Day 2006. She
embodied all mothers who

have lost children in any war. And she did not
have to say a single word.
The story of this solid Louisiana mother and

of seven Army National Guard Soldiers who
died in Iraq probed into America’s heart dur-
ing the tribute to the National Guard that
punctuated the 90-minute National Memorial
Day Concert televised live by the Public
Broadcasting System. 

Renowned actors Dianne Wiest and Gary
Sinise told of how Anne’s son, Sgt. 1st Class
Kurt Joseph Comeaux, and six of his “Black
Sheep” comrades from the Louisiana Army
National Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade were
killed Jan. 6, 2005, in Iraq when a 
roadside bomb destroyed their Bradley
Fighting Vehicle.
They also told of Anne’s commitment to help
other parents deal with the tragedies of war. 

Kurt Comeaux of Raceland, La., was 34, a
husband and the father of three young sons,
when his commitment to his comrades and his
country and the freedom of another land cost
him his life.
Anne Comeaux has promised she will never

forget. Her promise resonated throughout this
country during the first weekend of our annu-
al patriotic season – the month or so from
Memorial Day at the end of May, when
America honors its wartime heroes, to the
Fourth of July, when we honor the men who
had the courage to sign the Declaration of
Independence and set the course for what has
become the United States of America. It
includes June 14 – Flag Day and the U.S.
Army’s birthday.

She remembers her son as a man who was
determined to support his family and who
refused to take the easy way out of military
service after he was diagnosed with testicular
cancer while he was in basic training. He beat

the cancer and stayed in the Guard because he
wanted to finish college, Anne said.

But there is more to the story of Anne
Comeaux. It is always Christmas in her home.
It is why this mother of a deceased National
Guard Soldier is the Gold Star mother for all
seasons. The Gold Star being the symbol for
mothers whose sons or daughters have been
killed in a war zone.

She has promised that her artificial

Christmas tree will remain standing in her
Raceland home until all U. S. Soldiers are
back from Iraq. It was standing when Kurt
Comeaux died. It still stands today. The flow-
ers that decorate the tree reflect the seasons of
the year. There are always, however, small
American flags at the top, beside an angel,
and there is a special ornament that her friend
Marlene gave to Anne in memory of Kurt.  

It is a small heart with a dove of peace set
into its center. 

“My Christmas tree was up when my son
died, and I made myself a promise that I
would leave it up as long as we have a war in
Iraq; as long as our Soldiers are still there,”
Anne explained.

Her commitment, however, transcends that
tree. 

“We’ve sent care packages, my daughter
Susan and I, and we place wreaths on graves
when it’s the anniversary of the death of any
Soldier who got killed in my son’s unit,” Anne
said. “I’ve gone to memorials, and I’ve gone

to funerals to help parents bury their dead.”
It would have been so easy for Anne

Comeaux to surrender to despair.
Curtis Comeaux, her husband of more than

44 years, died of a heart attack in May 2004,
the day her son left his family and his job as a
Louisiana probation and parole officer to
begin training for the mission in Iraq. 
Kurt, the youngest of her three children, was

killed less than eight months later.
Furthermore, Anne lives in the part of

Louisiana that juts its chin into the Gulf of
Mexico, just asking to get punched by a hur-
ricane. Two of them, Katrina and Rita, did that
late last summer.
Nothing about the tough times, however, has

dissuaded Anne Comeaux from honoring her
commitment to her son and her adopted
National Guard family.

“It meant a lot because we have all of the
people who came back home, and they have
to know that they’re never going to be forgot-
ten and that they’re always in our hearts and
prayers,” said Anne about the opportunity to
have the Black Sheep’s story told during the
national concert.

Comeaux, Wiest and Louisiana Army Guard
Staff Sgt. James Scaruffi, another of the
Black Sheep, lit seven candles in their 
memory.

“I have to remember that other sons and
daughters who went over there have come
home,” Anne said, “and they’re part of my life
now – because they were with my son when I
couldn’t be there with him.”

Yes, she remembers the six who died with
her son – Sgt. Christopher Babin, 27; Spc.
Bradley Bergeron, 25; Spc. Huey Fassbender,
24; Spc. Armand Frickey, 20; Spc. Warren
Murphy, 29, from Louisiana; and Pfc. Ken
Von Ronn, 20, from New York.

But regardless of the season, no matter what
is decorating the eternal tree in her home,
Anne Comeaux is a Gold Star mother for the
living as well as for her son and the six other
Soldiers who were with him and who did not
live to come home.
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A Gold Star mother for all seasons

By Staff Sgt. Cheryl Hackley
National Guard Bureau

ROCKVILLE, Md. – Motivational
Productions, in partnership with the
National Guard Counterdrug Program, has
unveiled its latest video, “Freedom Calls.”

Senior Defense Department, National
Guard and substance abuse prevention
leaders were on hand here May 10 to watch
the 40-minute presentation that addresses
the concerns of separation for military fam-
ilies as well as youths making the choice to
be drug-free, even in the absence of their
parents.

Beginning in August, Motivational
Productions will take the video on the road
and work with the National Guard in
schools to continue spreading their mes-
sages.

“Freedom Calls” tells the story of a
teenaged boy named Josh whose father is
serving in the National Guard and gets
deployed. Through e-mail, Josh communi-
cates to his father the difficulty his mom,
sister and he are experiencing during his

absence. They talk back and forth as other
stories of youth drug abuse and ambition
are told.

The National Guard approached
Motivational Productions creator and pro-
ducer Tony Overman in 2005 to collaborate
on the product that has evolved into
“Freedom Calls.” The non-profit organiza-
tion uses a unique three-screen video pro-
duction that incorporates music, movies
and real stories to engage the minds of the
youth and then subtlety convey a specific
message. This video was geared at 7th
through 12th grade students.

“The final product is a high impact, moti-
vational and moving production that has the
ability to reach the hearts and minds of
youths, teachers and parents alike,” said 1st
Lt. Mark Burns, Arizona Counterdrug
Demand Reduction administrator.

Josh’s father encourages him to make the
right choices through conviction, courage
and ambition. Conviction teaches each per-
son they have the opportunity to make the
choice to be strong. Courage means saying

no even when others laugh at you.
Ambition is finding out what you want and
going for it.

A real-life example of overcoming adver-
sity is depicted in the film. Ashley, a
teenage girl, loses both her parents to can-
cer when she is young. Despite this, she
raises herself alone and goes on to become
the valedictorian of her class.

“She is proof to students her age that no
matter what obstacles happen in your life,
if you make the right choices and set
goals, you can truly achieve anything,”
Burns said.

Overman said, “We make each film on
the basis of four things that I believe each
kid is looking for: feelings of being want-
ed, needed, accepted and loved. If we don’t
provide that for them, they will go looking
for someone or something that will.”

Working together, Motivational
Productions and the National Guard hope
to teach students that drugs and alcohol
are not the answer to anyone’s problems.

“Freedom Calls” video encourages students to make right choices
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By Master Sgt. Andrew Gates
407th Air Expeditionary Group

ALI BASE, Iraq – Soon after arriving at
Ali Base, a small group of firefighters
decided to leave their mark on the base.
Literally.
The group led by Senior Airman Katherine

Maglia decided to paint a mural outside the
fire department. Maglia is a member of the
Illinois Air National Guard’s 183rd Fighter
Wing in Springfield. In Iraq, she is a fire-
fighter with the 407th Expeditionary Civil
Engineer Squadron.

“I’ve been working on the mural since the
day I got here – May 18,” said Maglia who
calls Tinley Park, Ill., her home and who is
majoring in art at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign.

“My supervisors noticed the huge ‘canvas’
and mentioned it to me. We took off from
there,” she said. The canvas is a piece of
concrete protective wall.

Maglia works on the mural four to six
hours a day, early in the morning and late in
afternoon – when it’s cooler, she said. But
this has been far from a solo task for the
Illinois airman.

“The whole department has been extreme-
ly helpful with ideas and suggestions,” she
said. “They have done manual labor and
used their connections to get the necessary
supplies. It has really been a wonderful col-
laborative project. Some of the folks, like

Senior Airman Joseph Fox, have volun-
teered to help paint. Staff Sgt. Christein
Savard, who is a text expert, will be doing
all the lettering. We have a department of
talented people.”

“I thought this would be a great project to
give the fire department a sign for people to
appreciate as they drive by,” said Fox, anoth-
er Illinois Air Guardsman. “It is an opportu-
nity to show that the fire department people

care about the beautification of Ali Base.”
The design – a Maltese cross with silhou-

etted aircraft surrounded by firefighting
vehicles – originated with members of the
fire department.

“The cross was already planned out,” said
Maglia. “I finalized the rest of the design
through much input from other folks in the
department. I decided to put the P-19 fire
apparatus on the left side, because that is the
truck I drive. On the right side of the mural
are a heavy rescue truck and the rescue air
mobility squadron vehicle.”

She started working on the mural because
she enjoys art, but the mural is not her only
project.

“I began taking painting classes in fourth
grade. Now I am a student and take classes
occasionally at the Art Institute in Chicago,”
Maglia said. “Art is a huge interest of mine.
I want to leave the fire department a little
better than when I got here. Moreover, it
helps pass the time.”

Leaving her mark on Iraq will give her a
sense of accomplishment.
“It is amazing to think about leaving some-

thing permanent like that for future
deployed units to see,” Maglia said. “I want
people to see the mural and see how dedi-
cated, professional and proud the fire
department is at Ali Base.”

Illinois Airman making her mark in Iraq

By Staff Sgt. Monika Comeaux
207th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

LOGISTICAL BASE SEITZ, Iraq – Some
50 mountain infantry Soldiers from the
Maine Army National Guard have become
part of Operation Iraqi Freedom by augment-
ing an 18th Corps artillery battery which is
operating gun trucks. 

The men from Maine’s B Company, 3rd
Battalion, 172nd Infantry Regiment
(Mountain) have joined B Battery of the 1st
Battalion, 377th Field Artillery Regiment. 

B Battery itself has not deployed in the tra-
ditional field artillery role. They are a gun
truck company providing security for combat
logistics patrols, and now they have some
infantrymen in the same boat – or same gun
trucks – with them. 
The new platoon from Maine is learning the

roads and the ever-changing tactics, tech-
niques and procedures, said Capt. Bryan
Babich, battery commander. “We had to plan
how we were going to receive, train, equip
and ultimately certify them so they could
conduct combat patrols in the Baghdad area
of operations,” Babich said. 

The battery was proactive in training the
new arrivals.

“The battery commander sent me and two
of my other noncommissioned officers to
Kuwait to give them a briefing on how things
work,” said Sgt. 1st Class William
McGovern, who was originally an infantry-
man but who was attached to B Battery on
June 1, 2005. 

“The training in Kuwait doesn’t quite fit
what we do here,” McGovern said. The three
NCOs told the Maine Soldiers how things
are done in Iraq.

The platoon appreciated the help. “They
actually received us very well,” said 1st Lt.
Todd Abbott, the platoon leader. He said his
platoon was already well-prepared for the
deployment because of the training they
received at their home station and at Fort
Dix, N.J., before arriving in Iraq and getting
their gun trucks.

The battery commander kept the new pla-
toon together to maintain unit integrity but
housed the Maine Soldiers in the same area
as the rest of the battery and put their vehi-
cles on the same vehicle line. “We are one
big happy family, all in the same area,”
Babich said. 

The Soldiers in the battery welcomed the
new platoon with open arms. The number of
personnel in the battery is nearing 200.
“They received them well,” said McGovern.
“More people meant that they would have to
spend less time on the road themselves.”

Babich has a high opinion of the Maine pla-
toon. “They have exceeded our expectations
in every single way. They have been nothing
but absolutely motivated,” he said.

The Maine platoon learned the harsh reali-
ties of war firsthand on May 6 when two men
were killed and a third was seriously injured
during an attack. Staff Sgt. Dale Kelly Jr. and
Staff Sgt. David Veverka were killed, and
Pvt. Christopher Fraser was wounded.

Gun truck battery gets a boost from Maine

Photo by Staff Sgt. Monika Comeaux, 207th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Maine Army National Guard Pfc. Nike Whitmore checks out a vehicle before
going on a mission in Iraq. He is serving with B Battery, 1st Battalion, 377th
Field Artillery Regiment.

Photo by Master Sgt. Andrew Gates, 407th Air Expeditionary Group

Illinois Air National Guard Senior Airman Katherine Maglia works on the
background of a mural in front of the Ali Base fire department in Iraq. Maglia
is from the 183rd Fighter Wing in Springfield, Ill.
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By Maj. Winfield Danielson
Massachusetts National Guard

MILFORD, Mass. –
Citizen-Soldiers across the
Commonwealth of Mass-
achusetts were at home with
their families celebrating
Mothers’ Day on Sunday,
May 14.

It was raining. A lot. It had been for days.
The hardest and most consistent rain fell
along the North Shore of Massachusetts, up
the New Hampshire coast and into Maine.
The rivers swelled.

Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, aware
that rivers across Essex County were filled
to the brim, declared a state of emergency
and activated the National Guard.

“This is one of our primary missions,”
said Brig. Gen. Oliver Mason Jr., adjutant
general. “Whatever comes our way, the men
and women of the Massachusetts National
Guard are be ready to lend a hand to the
first responders.”

Members of the Maine National Guard
were also activated.

In the first Massachusetts response, about
100 Soldiers from the 1058th Transport-
ation Company in Hingham, 1164th
Transportation Company in Leominster,
1166th Transportation Company in
Worcester and 972nd Military Police
Company in Reading were placed on state
active duty.

The units had all-wheel-drive vehicles to

help carry people and equipment through
flooded areas and experienced personnel to
staff roadblocks and checkpoints, freeing
police and fire personnel for emergencies.

Early missions included helping the high-
way department deliver and stage sandbags,
staffing roadblocks and evacuating resi-
dents from high-risk and flooding areas.

The joint operations center at the joint
force headquarters in Milford was activated
to provide command and control.

Additional units were activated over the
next four days as rivers overflowed their
banks across the North Shore. State offi-
cials estimated the flooding was the worst
the Bay State had seen in more than 30
years.

“The Massachusetts National Guard is no
stranger to waist-high flood waters,” Mason
said. “Many were called to assist with relief
operations in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina. Their experience was clearly evi-
dent. Some of the Soldiers were also acti-
vated in response to the Taunton Dam crisis
in October.

By May 18, 851 Soldiers and Airmen had
been placed on state active duty in
Massachusetts.

The units activated included cavalry, com-
munications, engineer and infantry outfits.
As more units were activated, Soldiers and
Airmen helped fill and place sandbags,
removed debris and monitored potential
trouble spots, including dams and other
infrastructure.

Thatcher Kezer, Mayor of Amesbury 
and a member of the Massachusetts 
Air National Guard’s 253rd Combat

Communications Group, said his town had
three major concerns.

There was flooding all over town, and the
first responders were starting to tire. “Our
police officers and firefighters had been on
for 30 to 40 hours, so we needed the Guard
to relieve the pressure on them and give our
people some downtime,” Kezer said.

Second, the Pow Ow River runs into a
dam 100 yards from downtown, then zig-
zags through the town, passing under build-
ings and a major bridge in the town center.
The river had risen so high that it over-
flowed a bank. Guard members helped rein-
force the bank and mitigate flooding.

The fast-running Pow Ow had also begun
to wear away at its earthen and stone banks,
threatening to dislodge boulders and trees
and send them into the town below.

“The fear was that trees and boulders
would either knock the supports out from
under the buildings over the river, or, more
likely, they would dam up, the water would
rise and it would blow through the restau-
rants and businesses downtown,” Kezer
said. “The water was moving so fast, it
would overflow in a matter of minutes, so
we used the Guard members to maintain a
watch and alert us immediately if anything
collapsed into the water that might be a
threat.”

Rain in the region finally began to sub-
side, and the number of Soldiers and
Airmen drew down to about 450 by the
morning of May 18.

There was some concern that rains would
shift to the central region of the state and

some units were maintained as a precau-
tionary measure until May 20, when it was
clear the crisis had passed and the Citizen-
Soldiers became citizens once more – until
the next call for help.

Mason said it was somehow fitting that
the Guard members responded during
Massachusetts National Guard Week, pro-
claimed annually by the governor.

“Our Citizen-Soldiers answered the call,
as they have for nearly 370 years,” he said.
“They are true patriots, and I’m proud to
serve with them.”

Maine Guard members also responded to
the effects of the heavy rain. From May 16-
28, 35 Soldiers from the 1136th
Transportation Company and the 133rd
Engineer Battalion helped communities and
state and federal agencies with relief efforts 
in southern coastal regions.

Portions of Route 1 in Wells collapsed.
The Wells police chief requested National
Guard help. Guard members conducted
engineer reconnaissance and traffic man-
agement in the towns of York, Wells and
Ogunquit. 

An estimated 1,000 homes sustained
water damage during the storm, while 500
residents were evacuated and 50 sought
refuge in shelters.

The hardest-hit town was Wells, which
reported $2.4 million in damage. York and
Ogunquit each reported damage of about
$1.3 million. The totals do not include pri-
vate property damage.

The Maine National Guard contributed to
this report.

Massachusetts, Maine troops help
neighbors weather May’s storm

Massachusetts National Guard photo

Soldiers from the Massachusetts Army Guard’s A Company, 1st Battalion,
181st Infantry relay sandbags to build a barrier around a resident’s home
in Methuen, Mass., near the Merrimack River. 

Photo by Sgt. June Norton, Massachusetts National Guard

The Massachusetts Army National Guard’s 379th Engineer Company from
Bourne used its heavy equipment to remove debris from Plum Island
beaches in Newburyport, Mass., following the May floods. 
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By Pfc. James Deady
Massachusetts National Guard

MILFORD, Mass. – Three Mass-
achusetts Army National Guard
Soldiers saved the life of a comrade
who collapsed May 15 at Camp Curtis
Guild in Reading, Mass., while on duty
because of the floods.

“He asked someone for a deck of cards, took a deep
breath, and went down,” said Spc. Patrick Hayden, of the
379th Engineer Company from Bourne who is an emer-
gency medical technician with the Boston Fire
Department.

Hayden was the first to aid Spc. Thomas Sellers, also of
the 379th. “Everybody was calling my name because they
knew I was an EMT,” Hayden said.

Soon after Hayden began cardiopulmonary and mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation, 1st Sgt. Daniel Lafrance, a New
Bedford fireman and member of the 379th, and 1st Sgt.
Douglas Farquharson, a Natick fireman and member of
the 101st Engineer Battalion out of Whitinsville, arrived
and provided assistance.

“Hayden had full control of the situation. He was calm
and very professional,” Farquharson said.

While the three Soldiers provided aid, other Guard
members called paramedics. Once the Reading Fire
Department arrived, they continued what the Soldiers
began and transported Sellers to Winchester Hospital 
in Salem.

The fire department responded quickly, Lafrance said.
“Hayden did an outstanding job. He assisted the para-
medics and stayed with his patient the entire time – all the
way to the hospital.”

“It’s an excellent example of what being a Citizen-
Soldier is all about,” said 1st Lt. Jay Burgo, commander
of the 379th Engineer Company, who was nominating the
Soldiers for awards. “We are taking the situation as a

learning experience and plan on certifying everyone in
our unit on CPR, mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and the
[automated external defibrillator].”

“He probably would’ve died if the Soldiers weren’t
there to help him,” said Sellers’ father, Thomas Sellers Sr.
“It was incredible that they were there.” 

Sellers was in stable condition at Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center in Boston in June.
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By Sgt. Andrew Schwab
New Hampshire National Guard

CONCORD, N.H. – Nearly 800 New
Hampshire Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen
deployed to help 15 communities socked
by almost a week of record-breaking
rainfall and flooding in May.

The New Hampshire National Guard supported local
police, fire and other emergency personnel by controlling
traffic, evacuating people and filling and delivering tens of
thousands of sandbags.

Gov. John Lynch activated the Guard on May 14 for the
second time in seven months. Last October, more than 300
Guard members responded to severe flooding. Almost 800
Guard members were directly involved in the latest disaster
response. Many more were on stand-by.

“This has been great,” said Jim Taylor, assistant director of
public works for the town of Merrimack, who was overseeing
flood control at the water treatment plant.

“Many of our guys are tired,” Taylor said. “They’ve been
working 12 and 16-hour shifts, and it’s giving them a break
by having the National Guard here. It’s been a real blessing to
have them here.”

“These are our neighborhoods, and we are helping people
out,” said Spc. Joseph Tessier, a law student from Nashua and
a Soldier with the 1st Battalion, 172nd Field Artillery.

Tessier, who last fall was part of a New Hampshire Guard
contingent that deployed to Louisiana for hurricane relief,
was on a team guarding a flooded section of Route 3 in
Hooksett. He spent much of his time watching for suspicious
activity in a shopping center and at neighboring businesses.

Working together, local authorities and Guard members
helped motorists in dangerous areas. Spc. Chris Weinard, a

Manchester resident from the artillery battalion, staffed a
traffic control point near a damaged bridge in Goffstown.

Flood waters around the bridge used to be a stream, but it’s
more like a river now, Weinard said.

A section of road leading to the bridge collapsed as
swelling waters tore at the road’s dirt foundation. Traffic con-
trol points kept vehicles from dangerous or flooded roadways
while still allowing residents to reach their homes.

In Somersworth, Soldiers from the 744th Transportation

Company helped evacuate 25 people. Airmen from the 157th
Air Refueling Wing helped local personnel install a genera-
tor at the town’s water treatment plant after a power outage.
Airmen also positioned spotlights to keep close watch on the
rising waters at the Milton dam.

It was the worst flooding in New Hampshire in more than
60 years, state emergency officials said. Thousands of homes
were evacuated. Damage to homes, businesses and roads
was estimated to be well into the millions of dollars.

Guard wades into New Hampshire flooding

Bay State Soldiers save one of their own

Photo by Master Sgt. Mike Daigle, New Hampshire National Guard

Members of the New Hampshire Air National Guard filled sandbags at a bridge in Newmarket as flood-
waters rose on May 17. Almost 800 Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen augmented emergency operations in
as many as 15 communities socked by record-breaking rainfall and flooding.

Photo by Pfc. James Deady, Massachusetts National Guard

1st Sgt. Douglas Farquharson, Spc. Patrick Hayden and 1st Sgt. Daniel Lafrance at Camp Curtis Guild
in Reading, Mass., where they provided medical aid to a fellow Soldier while on duty during the 
flooding in May. 
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About 2,500 troops were expected to be on
duty by the end of June, and as many as 6,000
are expected to support the two-year mission
at the request of President George W. Bush.
The president has asked the Guard to play a

temporary role in reinforcing border security
while civilian law enforcement agencies
build up their own resources. The U.S.
Border Patrol, for example, is adding 6,000
officers to its force by the end of 2008, the
president announced in May.
Guard members are assisting the U.S.

Customs and Border Protection Agency. An
element of the Department of Homeland
Security, the agency secures the U.S. borders
with Mexico and Canada.
The agency has asked the National Guard to

conduct surveillance, reconnaissance, lin-
guistic, air and ground transportation, engi-
neering, and logistical missions to include
providing medical, food and sanitation serv-
ices.

The operation has been meticulously
planned so it will not affect the National
Guard’s commitment for overseas opera-
tions, and state governors will retain the

Guard forces they need for state missions
and domestic emergencies.
“We are better prepared today than we were

last year for Hurricane Katrina,” a Guard
official said. “We are constantly applying
lessons learned, and we have more troops
available, more equipment and a wealth of
more experience.”

Operation Jump Start also creates training
opportunities because most of the Guard
troops will be performing annual training
while serving along the border. Others will
be part of a longer-term force.

Guard members will not perform law
enforcement duties. As in any operation,
Guard members will be operating under con-
sistent rules of force in the four states. The
rules govern how Guard members can react
if they must protect themselves or the lives
of others.
The Guard members are commanded by the

governors, and the federal government is
funding the operation. Each state has a joint
task force for the operation.

About 445,000 Soldiers and Airmen are
assigned to the National Guard, and about
71,000 are deployed in support of the Global
War on Terrorism.
Of the more than 51,000 Guard members 

in the four border states, some 7,200 are
engaged in the Global War on Terrorism and
about 750 are conducting counter-drug oper-
ations. Those missions will not be affected
by Operation Jump Start, and Guard mem-
bers still will be available for other missions.

The National Guard is no stranger to bor-
der duty. Guard members are engaged in
counter-drug operations on the borders of
the four southwestern states.

“For years, the National Guard has helped
federal and state law enforcement agencies
counter the flow of illegal drugs across our
borders,” a Guard official pointed out.

Also, National Guard engineer units have
built many of the current border barriers,
walls and patrol roads.

National Guard border operations hail back
to 1916, when thousands of Guard Soldiers
protected Americans from bandit raiders
who had attacked towns and farms, killing
people and stealing cattle.

Guard troops applied some of the training
they received during that mission while serv-
ing in Europe during World War I.

John Listman, a National Guard Bureau
historian, contributed to this report.

Air Force in Washington.
He has also served in numerous flying and

command positions at group, wing, sector
and field operating agency levels.

McKinley graduated from Southern
Methodist University where he was the Air
Force ROTC distinguished graduate in
1974. He has master’s degrees from
Webster College and the National Defense
University.

A command pilot, McKinley has flown
more than 4,000 hours in eight types of air-
craft including the C-130 Hercules, F-106
Delta Dart, F-16 Fighting Falcon and 
F-15 Eagle.

FROM PAGE 1

Lt. Gen. McKinley

FROM PAGE 1

Operation Jump Start

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON – Active-duty service
members and members of the National
Guard and Reserves may be affected by the
recent personal data loss by the Department
of Veterans Affairs, the VA has announced. 

The VA announced that the records stolen
from the home of a VA representative in May
might include personal information of peo-
ple currently in the military, according to a
VA news release. Initial findings from VA
indicated the personal information on about
50,000 active duty, National Guard and
Reserve personnel may have been involved.

As the two agencies compared electronic
files, VA and the Defense Department
learned that personal information on as many
as 1.1 million active-duty service members,
430,000 National Guardsmen, and 645,000
members of the Reserves may have been
included in the data theft, according to the

release.
In May, the VA learned that an employee

took home electronic data without authoriza-
tion, in violation of established VA policies.
The employee's home was burglarized and
the data were stolen. Included were names,
Social Security numbers, and dates of birth
for up to 26.5 million veterans.

The VA receives records for every new
accession and military enlistee because
active-duty personnel and National Guard
members and Reservists are eligible to
receive certain VA benefits, according to the
release.

“VA remains committed to providing
updates on this incident as new information
is learned,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs
R. James Nicholson.

Nicholson said VA is currently in discus-
sions with several entities regarding credit-
monitoring services to determine how veter-

ans and active-duty personnel potentially
affected can best be served. The VA has
received no reports that the stolen data has
been used for fraudulent purposes.

Several resources are available to service
members and veterans who may have been
affected by this data loss:

• The VA has set up a special Web site and
a toll-free telephone number: www.first-
gov.gov and 1-800-FED-INFO (1-800-333-
4636). Each features up-to-date news and
information on the data compromise. The
Web site provides steps on how to check
credit reports, how to guard against identity
theft and who to call if an individual believes
any fraudulent activity is occurring with his
or her personal information.

•Information relating to the defeat of iden-
tify theft also is available atwww.military-
onesource.com.

VA data loss may affect Guard members

Lt. Gen. Craig McKinley 
12th director, Air National Guard

� Blue Army uniforms
Army dress uniforms will be streamlined to
one blue Army Service Uniform, the Army
has announced.
Introduction in the Army military clothing
sales stores should begin in the fourth quar-
ter of fiscal year 2007. Introduction in the
Clothing Bag should begin the first quarter
of 2009.  The mandatory possession date is
expected to be the fourth quarter of fiscal
year 2011. A wear-out date for the Army
green Class A and white dress uniforms will
be determined at a later date.

Many Soldiers already own an Army blue
uniform, now to be called the Army Service
Uniform, and may continue to wear it.
Improvements will be made to the fabric

and fit. Reducing the number of uniforms
will reduce the burden on Soldiers for pur-
chases and alteration cost.

The consolidation of Army service uni-
forms is part of a streamlining process. In
2004, the Army reduced the number of bat-
tle dress uniforms from three to one when it
adopted the Army Combat Uniform in place
of the winter and summer versions of the
woodland green Battle Dress Uniform and
the Desert Combat Uniform. That uniform
consolidation has been a resounding success
in terms of soldier acceptance and reducing
the variety of combat uniforms with which
they must deal.
� Language pay increased
The Defense Department has announced an
increase in foreign language proficiency pay
for qualified military personnel, effective
June 1. The maximum monthly pay for

active duty service members who are profi-
cient in another language will be increased
from $300 to $1,000. For National Guard
and reserve members, a $6,000 per year
bonus will be offered.

This increase comes under the fiscal 2005
National Defense Authorization Act and
will be focused on languages that are strate-
gically important to DoD, such as Middle
Eastern languages and Chinese Mandarin.
The goal of this increase is not necessarily
to boost recruiting and retention, but to
identify already qualified service members
whose skills are untapped.
� Tax help for troops
An act signed into law May 29 by President
Bush resolves a conflict in the tax code by
allowing service members who serve in a
combat zone to still contribute to their indi-
vidual retirement accounts. 

The Heroes Earned Retirement
Opportunities Act amends the Internal
Revenue Code to allow service members to
include tax-exempt combat zone pay in
determining the allowable income tax
deduction for contributions to retirement
savings plans.

The Internal Revenue Service will soon
issue more guidance for service members
who qualify under the Heroes Act.
�Weight-loss program

The Army has launched an online weight-
loss program. It is a version of the “Weigh to
Stay” program. Before the online program,
reserve and active duty Soldiers had to
attend classes in person. This was not much
of a problem for the active duty service
members because they receive easier 
access to dietitians, but it created problems 
for reservists.

Heads Up
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ARKANSAS: Army National Guard
Sgt. 1st Class Curtis Haines of Hope, Ark.,
was presented the nation’s highest award for
non-combat gallantry during a ceremony in
Prescott, Ark., on May 20. Haines earned the
Soldiers Medal for pulling an Iraqi citizen
from a burning vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq, on
May 6, 2004. Haines was serving with A
Company, 1st Battalion, 153rd Infantry of
the 39th Brigade Combat Team. After getting
word of a car bomb explosion, Haines, who
was then a staff sergeant, led his squad to the
scene and quickly secured the site.
Disregarding his own safety, Haines dove
into the burning car to rescue the man. He
carried the man over 50 yards to safety and
medical attention before returning to the
incident site to direct his squad.
MICHIGAN: The Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality and the
Department of the Army recognized the
Michigan Army National Guard for its envi-
ronmental stewardship at Fort Custer in
Augusta, Mich. Fort Custer became a
Michigan Neighborhood Environmental
Partner as part of a competitive environmen-
tal program sponsored by DEQ that
acknowledges businesses who work with
their neighbors to improve environmental
awareness and quality of life.  The
Department of the Army also recognized
Fort Custer for its dedication to environmen-
tal awareness and quality of life.
MISSISSIPPI: The Mississippi Army
Guard formally dedicated the 155th Brigade
Combat Team Monument on June 1 at Camp
Shelby. Maj. Gen. Harold Cross, the state’s
adjutant general, joined hundreds of
Mississippi National Guard Soldiers and
retirees for the dedication ceremony in mem-
ory of 27 Soldiers and one civilian contrac-
tor who died or were killed in action during

Operation Iraqi Freedom. The 155th’s monu-
ment joins other prestigious monuments,
such as those for the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team and the 38th Cyclone
Division, at the Camp Shelby Armed Forces
Museum.
MISSOURI: Two Missouri National
Guard members were among four women
chosen to represent the National Guard
Bureau as Department of Defense
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM)
role models for a ceremony
at the Women in Military
Service for Amer-
ica Memorial in
Arlington, Va. in
March. Air National
Guard Chief Master
Sgt. Kimberly
L a m b e r t - H e a d,
manager of infor-
mation technology
at the 131st
Communicat ions
Flight in St. Louis,
and Army National
Guard Staff Sgt.
Shellie Speichinger, an
engineering intermediate
construction and maintenance
technician assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 140th Regiment at Fort
Leonard Wood, were selected as STEM role
models to help celebrate the 2006 Women’s
History Month theme of Women: Builders of
Communities and Dreams. The STEM role
models also visited with nearly 300 middle
and high school students who were selected
to attend.
OHIO: The Ohio Army National Guard
enlisted 235 new recruits in May, continuing

an upward trend in recruiting that began last
summer. Sgt. Sonny Hernandez, a recruiter
based in Dayton, is leading the charge for
Ohio and is currently ranked second nation-
wide in Army National Guard recruiting.
Brig. Gen. Matt Kambic, Ohio’s assistant
adjutant general for Army, recently presented
Hernandez the Army’s Meritorious Service
Medal for enlisting 10 soldiers in January –

the first such award presented since
2001.

OREGON: A self-styled
“Army brat,” Garry Dean,

49, was promoted to the
rank of brigadier gener-

al in the Air National
Guard on May 31.
He became the first
African American
to be promoted 
to general officer 
in the Oregon
National Guard.
Dean told the more
than 150 people

present that it was
humbling to be recog-

nized and to be given
that level of responsibili-

ty.  Dean is a former com-
mander of the 142nd Fighter

Wing, and he was the commander
of the Portland Air National Guard Base

on Sept 11, 2001. Under his command, the
142nd was the first stateside unit to achieve
100 percent mission readiness immediately
after the terrorist attacks. Dean was reas-
signed in 2003 as the director of operations
at the Oregon Joint Forces Headquarters.
SOUTH CAROLINA: Staff Sgt.
Brent Cobb, a recruiter with the South
Carolina Army National Guard Recruiting

and Retention command, was presented with
the Order of the Silver Crescent during cere-
monies at the Fountain Inn Armory on May
6. The Order of the Silver Crescent is the
highest award that can be presented to an
individual by the state of South Carolina.
Cobb earned the award for his outstanding
contributions, volunteerism and leadership
to his community.
SOUTH DAKOTA:The South Dakota
Air National Guard’s 114th Fighter Wing has
won the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
for the sixth time. The award is for the peri-
od of July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2005. It is
awarded by the secretary of the Air Force to
units that have distinguished themselves by
exceptionally meritorious service or out-
standing achievement that clearly sets them
apart from similar units. The 114th received
one of 15 awards presented to Air National
Guard units. It was one of only four fighter
wings recognized and one of nine flying
wings. The Air National Guard has 88 
flying wings.
UTAH: Army National Guard Sgt. David
Mabey, who is serving in Iraq with the 144th
Area Support Medical Company, has been
inducted into the Army’s Audie Murphy
Club. Organized in 1991, the club recognizes
outstanding leadership by Army noncommis-
sioned officers. The club is named for Audie
Murphy, the most highly decorated U.S.
Soldier in World War II. Murphy received
every combat-related medal and decoration
to include the Medal of Honor. Specific
requirements for consideration for club
membership include being an assigned
leader of Soldiers, scoring at least 290 out of
300 points in the Army Physical Fitness Test,
firing expert with the M-16 rifle, and dis-
playing a superb knowledge of Army regula-
tions, procedures and traditions.
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Photo by Master Sgt. Andrew Krogermeier, Washington National Guard

Col. John Cromwell cools down quickly following his final flight as an Air
National Guard F-15 pilot on May 30. Cromwell retired June 2, ending a 29-
year Air Force career including the past nine years as commander of the
Western Air Defense Sector, an Air National Guard site at McChord Air
Force Base in Washington. 

ARLINGTON, Va. – The chief of the
National Guard Bureau has selected the
state command sergeant major for the
Alaska Army National Guard to serve as
his second senior enlisted advisor.

“I am pleased to announce that Command
Sgt. Maj. David R. Hudson of the Alaska
National Guard has been selected for the
position of command sergeant major for
the National Guard Bureau,” said LTG H
Steven Blum.

Hudson will assume his new duties later
this year upon the retirement of Command
Sgt. Maj. John Leonard Jr. Leonard is the
first person to hold that Guard Bureau posi-
tion. 

Hudson’s military career spans some 32
years, including 10 years in the Air Force

and Air Force Reserve. His various assign-
ments include intelligence NCO for the
297th Infantry Battalion and first sergeant,
battalion sergeant major, and commandant
of the 207th Regiment Regional Training
Institute in Alaska. He was the first Alaska
traditional Guard Soldier to become the
state command sergeant major.
His public service extends beyond his mil-

itary career. He has more than 20 years of
law enforcement experience as an Alaska
state trooper. He holds the rank of captain
and last served as the commander of the
Criminal Investigative Bureau.  
Hudson’s educational background includes

a master’s of science degree in organiza-
tional management.

National Guard Bureau chief 
announces senior enlisted advisor
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By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON – The
National Guard’s  Soldiers and
Airmen were honored during a
nationally televised concert at
the U.S. Capitol and a holiday
parade down Constitution
Avenue as America paid trib-
ute to its war heroes during the
last weekend in May.

Fourteen current and former National Guard
members–and their families and friends–who
have been significantly affected by the Global
War on Terrorism were guests of honor for
Memorial Day activities in the nation’s capi-
tal. Another 108 National Guard Airmen and
Soldiers representing the 54 states and territo-
ries participated in the National Memorial
Day Concert on May 28 and in the national
parade on May 29.

The honorees were clearly impressed with
the 17th annual concert that was broadcast
live by the Public Broadcasting System from
the Capitol’s West Lawn.

It was difficult and moving to watch as con-
cert participants paid tribute to seven Guard
Soldiers from Louisiana’s 256th Infantry
Brigade who were killed in Iraq when an
improvised explosive device destroyed their
Bradley Fighting Vehicle on Jan. 6, 2005, said
retired Pennsylvania Army Guard 1st. Sgt.
Scott Ostrom.

Ostrom’s son, Staff Sgt. Ryan Ostrom, was

killed in Iraq last August.
The father said his chest tightened as he sat

a few rows from a candlelight tribute to seven
Soldiers, six from Louisiana and one from
New York. Actress Dianne Wiest, Staff Sgt.
James Scaruffi, a comrade of the dead
Soldiers, and Anne Comeaux, the mother of
one of the Soldiers, lit the candles. 

Ostrom thought about his son and other
Guard members who have died while serving
their country.

“He would’ve been very proud,” Ostrom
said. “He was very proud of the service. I’m
just proud of every Soldier and Airman that’s
served and the ones that are giving a sacrifice
to their nation now.”

“This is a sobering tribute to the 456,800
Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen of the National
Guard now serving and to those who went
before us,” said LTG H Steven Blum, chief of
the National Guard Bureau who attended the
concert along with members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and other military and govern-
ment leaders.

The Guard’s 14 guests were introduced
before the televised concert. The tens of thou-
sands of concertgoers gave them a standing
ovation. The spontaneous act sent shivers up
the guests’ spines and brought tears to their
eyes.

Members of the public spread blankets,
unfolded chairs or just sat on the grass during
the perfect evening for the program of world-
class music by such luminaries as tenor
Daniel Rodriguez and the National
Symphony Orchestra.

Co-hosted by Gary Sinise, the actor who
portrayed Lt. Dan in the movie “Forrest

Gump,” and Joe Mantegna, for 16 years the
voice of Fat Tony on television’s “The
Simpsons,” the concert also featured country
music stars Lee Ann Womack and Big and
Rich, retired Gen. Colin Powell,
“Smallville’s” John Schneider and many other
celebrities and groups such as the U.S. Air
Force’s Singing Sergeants.

Fifty-four Army and Air Guard members
carried the flags of their states and territories
onto the stage during the tribute to the
National Guard.

“It’s important to stop and remember and
celebrate the lives of those people who have
given so much so we can enjoy the freedom
we have today,” said Maj. Gen. Terry
Scherling, director of the National Guard
Bureau’s Joint Staff, who welcomed the
National Guard honorees to Washington.

Blum and Scherling spoke with each of
them. The Guard Bureau chief clasped the
hand of Amy Sage, wife of Pennsylvania
Army Guard Staff Sgt. Scot Sage whose
extreme valor saved the lives of four service
members in Iraq.
“Thanks for letting us borrow your husband,”

Blum said, smiling.
“It’s good to have the families be recog-

nized,” Staff Sgt. Sage said. “It makes you
feel good that someone does honor your sac-
rifice.”

His wife said that many people don’t under-
stand the sacrifices made by the families of
deployed Guard members

On Saturday, honorees and those marching
in the Memorial Day parade attended a
Pentagon picnic and had the chance to tour
the Pentagon Memorial for the attack of Sept.

11, 2001. The memorial is under construction,
and few members of the public have seen it.
Sgt. 1st Class Ray Henderson of Enid, Okla.,

was a guest at the picnic. One of the Guard
members chosen to march, Henderson is a
full-time recruiter and was Oklahoma’s 2004
noncommissioned officer of the year.
“I appreciate the secretary of defense and the

senior leadership for inviting everybody
here,” Henderson said. “I love doing this. It’s
an honor and a privilege to represent the state.
It’s a very introspective time for any service
member.”   
Honorees watched Monday’s parade from a

Constitution Avenue viewing stand, enthusias-
tically cheering the procession of veterans,
Young Marines, high school bands, Scouts,
military support groups, and sponsors for
more than two hours despite the 90-degree
temperature and high humidity.

But the crowd’s heartiest enthusiasm was
saved for last, when members of the armed
forces, including many who have recently
returned from combat theaters, marched by.

The crowd gave a standing ovation as 108
members of the National Guard led by Maj.
Tony Quinn and Command Sgt. Maj. John
Leonard Jr. marched past. Leonard is the chief
of the National Guard Bureau’s senior enlist-
ed advisor. He will retire in late June. The
parade was one of his last hurrahs.

The Guard marchers included Virginia Air
Guard Master Sgt. Neil Keane, who was
remembering 18 friends from the 203rd Red
Horse Squadron. The 18 were flying home
after completing two weeks of annual training
at Hurlburt Field in Florida on March 3, 2001,
when their airplane crashed in Georgia,
killing all of them.

“I was selected to march because I was the

outstanding Air National Guardsman for
Virginia in 2005,” Keane said. “But I knew
every single one of those 18 people, and I’m
really marching in their memory.”

Keane, now a full-time recruiter for the
squadron, wore a red dog tag bearing the
names of his dead comrades as well as the
three Florida Army Guard crewmembers also
killed in the Sherpa crash. Keane also wore a
black T-shirt with the names of the dead print-
ed on the back.

The weekend gave Command Sgt. Maj.
Kevin Remington of North Dakota an oppor-
tunity to be reunited with retired Sgt. Brandon
Erickson and to meet some members of
Erickson’s family for the first time. They were
among the 14 honorees.

Remington saved Erickson’s life in Iraq by
delivering the gravely injured Guard Soldier
and mortally wounded Spc. Jon Fettig from
the kill zone after their convoy was attacked in
July 2003. Erickson lost his right arm and
now wears a lifelike artificial arm.

They spent one day in Washington visiting
wounded service members at the Walter Reed
Army Medical Center.

“Walter Reed was the highlight,” Remington
said. “Just going in and spending some time
with them and thanking them.”
Remington said he was struck by the charac-

ter of the Guard members he met at the 
hospital.

“They’re just as strong as people that went
before them in other wars,” he said. “Those
guys have been through so much. They’re not
complaining. They’re not bitter.”

The war has also matured Erickson who is
completing work on a master’s degree before
beginning law school. 

By his own account, Erickson lacked focus

and had a mediocre academic record before
going to Iraq.

Since returning, he has taught himself to be
left-handed, graduated from college and set
his sights on becoming a prosecutor.

“I wouldn’t go through that day again,” he
said of the day he was wounded. “That was
the worst day of my life, especially with
[Spc.] Jon [Fettig’s death].”

But, he added, “I would join the Guard all
over again. It taught me a lot. It has provided
me with a lot of opportunities. I was a bum in
school before I deployed. I made a total turn-
around.”
Erickson sometimes talks to people about his

experiences. He tells them Remington was a
first sergeant who was hard on his troops; the
one they complained about because he had
them filling sandbags in 120-degree heat, for-
tifying their positions and training when other
people were not.

“He was always on guard,” Erickson said.
“He treated every moment as if we were going
to get hit.”

Erickson said Remington’s hard-nosed lead-
ership had an effect on the way his troops per-
formed – especially during their first fire-
fight. “I think that’s why my life was saved,”
Erickson said.

Memorial Day weekend in Washington 
was a tribute to Guard members who have led,
like Kevin Remington; who have fought and
been wounded, like Brandon Erickson; who
have lost loved ones, like Scott Ostrom; and
who have sacrificed at home so family mem-
bers can serve, like Amy Sage.

Master Sgt. Bob Haskell contributed to
this report.

Photos by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell, National Guard Bureau

Actress Dianne Wiest lights the seventh candle honoring six Soldiers in the Louisiana Army National Guard and one
New York Guard Soldier who were killed in Iraq on Jan. 6, 2005. The seven members of the “Black Sheep,” from the
256th Infantry Brigade, were remembered during the National Memorial Day Concert’s tribute to the National Guard on
May 28 in Washington. Staff Sgt. James Scaruffi and Anne Comeaux shared the tribute with Wiest. Scaruffi was in the
Bradley Fighting Vehicle behind the one in which the seven were killed, and Comeaux is the mother of Sgt. 1st Class
Kurt Comeaux, the platoon leader and one of the seven who died.

Cadets from the New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy helped to represent
the National Guard during the National Memorial Day Parade in Washington on
May 29. Youth ChalleNGe is a National Guard program for at-risk youth. 

Fifty-four National Guard members carried the flags of the states and 
territories which have Guard forces during the National Memorial Day
Concert’s tribute to the National Guard on May 28.

Army National Guard Maj. Tony Quinn and Command Sgt. Maj. John Leonard
Jr. led 108 Army and Air National Guard members in the National Memorial Day
Parade in Washington on May 29. The 54 states and territories with National
Guard forces were each represented by a member of the Army and Air Guard.
Leonard is senior enlisted advisor to the chief of the National Guard Bureau
in Arlington, Va.

LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the National Guard Bureau, spends a quiet moment with Wisconsin Army National Guard
Sergeants Rachel and Charity Witmer before the National Memorial Day Concert at the U.S. Capitol on May 28. The
Witmers’ sister, Spc. Michelle Witmer, was killed in Iraq on April 9, 2004, the first female National Guard Soldier ever killed
in combat. 

Memorial Day events honor National Guard in nation’s capital
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By John Listman
National Guard Bureau

Imagine yourself in a fighting position
under constant aerial attack. Someone turns
on a radio for music to soothe the nerves.
Instead, you hear a friendly voice in your
language. The Voice says you cannot defeat
the forces arrayed against you; that if you
approach enemy lines without weapons,
your arms up, and waving a white flag you
will not be harmed.

The Voice belongs to a unique Air Force
unit, the 193rd Special Operations Wing,
Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 

During the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, the
Navy planned to broadcast news and
instructions to Cubans from ships in the
event of an American invasion.

In 1965, the United States moved into the
Dominican Republic to restore order after a
coup. Military planners sought some means
to inform the populace of U.S. intentions.
The Air Force was tasked to find a method
to transmit radio and television signals to
enemy or hostile populations from an air-
craft. The project, code named Coronet
Solo, quickly determined that a modified C-
121 Super Constellation could fulfill the
role as psychological warfare platform. 

In 1967, as the costs of the war in Vietnam
increased, many in the Air Force doubted a
specialized unit for this mission was afford-
able. Maj. Gen. Winston P. Wilson, the first
Air National Guard chief of the National
Guard Bureau, volunteered an Air 
Guard unit. 

Pennsylvania’s 168th Military Airlift
Group was selected. The 168th’s flight crews
and ground support personnel knew the C-
121 a distinctive–looking plane with three

vertical stabilizers on the tail. All they need-
ed was training in their new mission. 
On Sept. 16, 1967, the 168th was inactivat-

ed with most of its personnel assigned the
following day to the newly organized 193rd
Tactical Electronic Warfare Group. In 1968,
the first of four modified EC-121s were
delivered, each capable of transmitting AM
radio and black and white television signals
over large areas. 

The crews consisted of 10 or 11 members,
depending on missions; five flight crew, one
mission control chief, two radio operators
and one or two transmitter operators. The
planes could fly for about nine hours. It
would not be long before the unit got its first
real-world test. 

That came in 1970. The war in Vietnam

was not going well for the American mili-
tary. It was thought communist soldiers
could be convinced the Americans would
never be defeated, that to die in a lost cause
was fruitless. A secret plan, code named
Commando Buzz, was formulated to deploy
two EC-121s near enemy lines broadcasting
messages. Rather than mobilize the unit,
which would have alerted the press, a call
for volunteers was issued.

The final plan saw about 70 men serving
for 60 to 90 days before being rotated home
and replaced by other unit members. To
maintain security, the men were not told
where they were going until they were en
route. 

After a five-day, island-hopping flight, the
first detachment of the 193rd, with their two
planes, arrived at Korat, Thailand, on July
28, 1970. Once the operation started, it ran
daily, non-stop for 144 days.

Each day, one of the two Constellations

would fly a mission somewhere over
Cambodia or South Vietnam broadcasting
via AM radio. The prerecorded messages
were delivered daily, and the men had no
idea what was being said. One pilot, Maj.
Robert E. Harris, joked they instructed lis-
teners to “Shoot down the first three-tailed
aircraft you see!”
According to Tech. Sgt. James Bankes, who

flew the first mission and stayed with the
unit for 90 days, the usual flight time was
between seven and seven and a half hours.
He said the planes stayed high enough to
avoid ground fire, although there is no
record of any being directed at them. Enemy
fighter aircraft never challenged them. The
unit completed its 144 days without a loss.
When the last rotation returned home, the

193rd received an Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award for exceeding all mission stan-
dards. 

In 1977, the 193rd received new EC-130E
Hercules aircraft. As technology improved,
it became possible to jam one AM or FM
channel and play the desired message on an
adjacent channel. When the listener adjusted
his radio to get clarity, he received the
American broadcast.

In the last two decades of the 20th century,
the 193rd served on missions where few, if
any, other Guard units took part. These
included Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada
in 1983 and Operation Just Cause in Panama
in 1989. As one of the first units mobilized
during Operation Desert Shield, the 193rd
was soon broadcasting its messages to Iraqi
soldiers in Kuwait. After the start of the air
campaign on Jan. 16, 1991, which severely
punished the Iraqi Army, thousands of its
soldiers wanted to surrender. Many said they

heard the radio messages explaining how to
do so without being killed. The unit flew
missions over Bosnia and Kosovo in the late
1990s.

In 1995, the 193rd Special Operations
Group was reorganized into the 193rd
Special Operations Wing, the only such unit
in the Air Force. Since the start of the Global
War on Terrorism following the attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, the unit has seen service in
Afghanistan and as Commando Solo during
Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) in 2003. 

During the early part of OIF, a group of
medical personnel from the 193rd Wing vol-
unteered to serve a 120-day tour with the
506th Expeditionary Medical Support unit
treating Iraqi civilians in Kirkuk. They

proved so effective in their care that they
soon gained the trust of the people. The
Guard personnel established such empathy
with their patients that they offered valuable
information about the location of former
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, soon lead-
ing to his capture. Nicknamed the “Kirkuk
Seven,” those members of the 193rd
received special recognition for their suc-
cess in winning the respect and trust of the
Iraqi people they treated. 
While in many cases it is hard to determine

how effective the 193rd’s messages are,
interrogations of Iraqi prisoners revealed
that thousands of enemy soldiers gave up in
part because of these messages. The unit
takes pride in its service as reflected in its
motto, “Never seen, always heard.” 

For more National Guard History visit our
“This Day in Guard History” web page:
www.ngb.army.mil/features/today
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HISTORY: The United States’ Voice in the Sky

193rd Special Operations Wing photo
From Desert Storm in 1991 through missions in the Global War on Terrorism, the Pennsylvania Air National Guard’s 193rd Special Operations Wing has
depended on the EC-130, seen here flying over the Statue of Liberty. 
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ANDREWS AFB, Md. – It would have been oh so tempt-
ing to feel sorry for three young men who the District of
Columbia Air National Guard took under its wing on May 19,
the first day of the annual Joint Service Open House at the
home of Air Force One.

The only thing is, the three 7- and 8-year-old boys didn’t
stop long enough to elicit anybody’s sympathy. If anything,
you almost had to feel sorry for their parents and other mem-
bers of their families and their Air Guard escorts who had to
keep up with them.
There was a lot to see on Family Day, a cool Friday when the

crowd was considerably smaller than it would be when the
base was thrown open to the public on Saturday and Sunday.
And the young men were determined to see everything – the
airplanes and helicopters parked as static displays on the
expansive tarmac and the Navy’s Blue Angels who they met
and who capped the full day with their aerial acrobatics in F-
18 Hornets.

Isaiah Horst, 7, from Hagerstown, Md.; Will Ledford, 8,
from Cleveland, Tenn.; and Corey Reichenberg, 8, from Boca

Raton, Fla., returned to Andrews as guests of the DC Air
Guard after having taken part in its Pilot for a Day program
within the past two years.

It is something like the Make a Wish Foundation for young-
sters with serious or terminal illnesses. The DC Guard’s
113th Wing started the program two years ago and all of the
flying units at Andrews, including the Presidential Aircraft
Group, have since embraced it.

Isaiah has leukemia and has relied on a motorized wheel-
chair for mobility since March 2005 when he was paralyzed
by chemotherapy, explained his mother, Nanette. Will and
Corey have Duchenne’s muscular dystrophy, the parents said.

This was the first year that Pilot for a Day guests returned
to Andrews for a Joint Service Open House reunion,
explained Capt. Susanne Schulz who coordinates the pro-
gram for the DC Air Guard. A fourth guest, Kyle Knapp, 14,
from Port Royal, Pa., could not attend because of another
commitment, Schulz said.

The Pilot for a Day program began in December 1994 at
Randolph Air Force Base in Texas, the brainchild of one
Capt. Rory Blackburn, Schulz explained. Other Air Force
bases across the country have adopted the idea.
“We take so much for granted; everything we get to see and

experience as aircrew members,” she added. “It’s nice to
share that with people who don’t get to experience it, espe-
cially with these young people.”

“It’s a way to give something back to the community and to
see joy on these kids’ faces,” said Col. Linda McTague, the
113th Wing’s commander. “It’s also good to give the parents
a break for a day – to get them away from all of the care and
the medications.

“What started as a project by our 201st Airlift Squadron
caught on with our entire wing, and now it’s an Andrews’
community project,” McTague added.

The goal is to host two young people a year – in the spring
and fall, Schulz explained. “We open up the entire base to
them,” she said.

People at the Ronald McDonald House in Washington tell
the families about the program when they are in town for
treatments. Schulz added.

Will Ledford, with his family, was the first Pilot for a Day
youngster to visit Andrews, in October 2004. 

What did he do? “Oh my heavens. He did everything,” said
his mother, Kim. “We were all so busy. All of the attention
was on us. It was so much more than we were expecting.” 

The red carpet treatment lasts for a full day. It includes a
welcoming ceremony, a visit to the control tower, a canine
demonstration, a chance to operate a water cannon on a fire
truck, a buffet meal aboard an Air Force Reserve KC-135
Stratrotanker courtesy of the 459th Air Refueling Wing, a
flight in a F-16 simulator, a ride in an Air Guard C-38 pas-
senger plane that taxis across the field, and lots of gifts –
model airplanes, plaques, commanders coins, caps, T-shirts,
nametags, even a flight suit.

Eight corporate sponsors from as far away as Tucson, Ariz.,
donate many of the gifts or the money to buy them and the
food for the guests, Schulz said.

Each child has a host pilot during the day at Andrews, and
no child gets left behind. DC Air Guard Maj. Billy Hutchison
saw to that when Isaiah Horst visited last October.
Hutchison carried Isaiah everywhere that he could not get to

in his wheelchair. That included carrying him up and down
the steps from the elevator to the control room in the tower
and up to the tanker for the lunch and lifting him in and out
of the boom pod in the tail of the plane.

“It was amazing. They treated us like gold!” Nanette Horst
said. 

“Isaiah went everywhere the other kids did because Billy
carried him,” Schulz said.

The name Billy Hutchison is best known throughout the
National Capital Region because of 9-11. He was flying his
F-16 back to Andrews after completing a training mission on
the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, when the jetliner slammed
into the Pentagon. Hutchison landed and was almost immedi-
ately ordered to take off again to fly a patrol mission. He was
flying top cover over the building moments later, much to the
relief of the people on the ground who had heard a rumor that
another jetliner was heading their way.

Last Oct. 24, however, he was the host pilot for Isaiah –
focused on the young man with leukemia who needed his
help.      

“To see a smile on his face made it all worthwhile,” said
Hutchison who again was Isaiah’s host for the Joint Force
Open House. “Isaiah has a lot of bad days. But that was a
good day for him.”

Joint Service Open House: Pilot for a Day kids had the stick

Corey Reichenberg got into the swing of the Joint
Service Open House at Andrews Air Force Base as
a Pilot for a Day guest of the District of Columbia
Air National Guard.

Photos by John Thornton

Will Ledford shows his mother, Kim, how he would
fly one of the Blue Angels’ F-18s during the first
day of the Joint Service Open House at Andrews
Air Force Base, Maryland. Will and his family were
guests of the District of Columbia Air National
Guard after participating in its Pilot for a Day pro-
gram in October 2004. 

Isaiah Horst was surrounded by his family and 
new friends during the first day of the Joint Service
Open House at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland.
One of the members of the Navy’s Blue Angels
signs Isaiah’s program. DC Air Guard Maj. Billy
Hutchison, in the green flight suit, was Isaiah’s
host pilot.
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – A North Dakota Army National
Guard Soldier, who has known the satisfaction and the sad-
ness of going to war, is in the running to have his picture
displayed on the hood of a stock car that will race in one of
NASCAR’s premier division races in 2007.

Staff Sgt. Robbi Smette of Makoti, N.D., was the first
Citizen-Soldier to be nominated as the Hero of the Year in a
unique national campaign that Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Inc. has initiated to honor this country’s Army Guard mem-
bers.
Smette was the guest of honor when the one-of-a-kind con-

test was introduced to the National Capital Region by
Michael Lister, president and chief executive officer of
Jackson Hewitt, and Lt. Gen. Clyde Vaughn, director of the
Army National Guard, at the Army Guard’s Readiness
Center in mid-April. 

Jackson Hewitt will honor one Army Guard Soldier each
month for the rest of this year, and a panel of judges will
select a Hero of the Year from those 10 candidates. Smette
is the nominee for March. 

The picture of the winner will be displayed on the No. 16
Ford during a NASCAR Nextel Cup Series race next year.

The Army Guard is one of the primary sponsors for the
Roush Racing Team’s car that is being driven by Greg Biffle
for the second season and that was on display at the readi-
ness center when the contest was announced. 

Family members, friends or employers can nominate
Guard Soldiers for the monthly honors by logging on to
www.supporttheguard.com and explaining in 500 words or
less how a Soldier exemplifies the time-honored tradition of
the Army National Guard.

“Jackson Hewitt is thrilled to have this opportunity to
showcase some of America’s outstanding National Guard
heroes and to give people around the country the chance to
play a role in nominating and honoring a Soldier,” Lister
said. “This campaign is part of our ongoing relationship
with the National Guard and our commitment to support all
of the many men and women in all branches of service who
provide service to our country.”

Jackson Hewitt is also honoring a family and civilian
employer of National Guard members each month, and a
family and an employer will also be selected to attend the
same Nextel Cup race next year. 

Smette joined the North Dakota Army Guard as a combat
engineer in January 2000 and volunteered to serve as a
bridge crew member with the 957th Engineer Company
during an Operation Iraqi Freedom tour of duty from
January 2003 through May 2004.

His older brother, Sgt. Keith Smette, was killed by a road-

side bomb on Jan. 24, 2004, while serving with Robbi 
in Iraq.

Staff Sgt. Smette remembered his deceased brother on the
day that he was the center of attention in Arlington.

“My brother stood for everything that was good about the
National Guard and about life in general,” Smette said.
“After he died, I took it upon myself to try to be a replica of
him, to try to be as good as I could be because that’s the way
he lived his life.”

“It’s very humbling because I really never thought of
myself as a hero,” said Smette who was nominated for the
honor by his friend Cory Morlock. “There are so many
other National Guard Soldiers out there doing the same
thing that I’m doing. It’s a great honor. I’ll accept this on
their behalf as well.”

Tax service giving Guard Soldiers 
a chance for some NASCAR fame

By Maj. Toni Truelove
Kansas National Guard

PITTSBURG, Kan. – The weather did not want to coop-
erate May 6 when the Kansas National Guard, Pittsburg
State University and the community broke ground for a his-
toric building.

The groundbreaking ceremony for the $15 million
Pittsburg National Guard Armory and Pittsburg State
University Recreation Center was to have taken place out-
side on the university campus. But the rain refused to stop
and the ceremony was moved inside.

“It’s a little bit of an improvisation,” said James AuBuchon,
PSU vice president for university advancement. Two pans of
dirt, along with beribboned shovels, were brought into a uni-
versity gymnasium for the groundbreaking event.

The idea for the new facility surfaced in 1995 when repre-
sentatives from the Kansas Guard approached the city of
Pittsburg to discuss the need for a new armory.

In 1997, Guard representatives started to look into the pos-
sibilities of a joint venture with Pittsburg State University.
Maj. Gen. James Rueger, former adjutant general, and John
Darling, former PSU president, met with Kansas legislators
and decided to pursue the project for a joint-use facility.

In 2001, the PSU Foundation purchased 15 acres of former
dairy land to house both the joint-use facility and the PSU
Veterans Memorial Amphitheater, which was dedicated on
Memorial Day 2004.

Since the purchase of the land, the Kansas Legislature, the
city of Pittsburg, the federal government and private donors
dedicated funds to support this venture.

The new National Guard and university facility is the first
of its kind in Kansas and one of few facilities like it in the
country.

The 97,000 square feet facility will have 39,000 square feet
dedicated to the Kansas Guard and will include offices, a
kitchen, locker rooms, training and support spaces, an exte-
rior compound and a maintenance bay.

The remaining 58,000 square feet will be used by PSU to
house offices for the health, physical education and recre-
ation and military science-ROTC departments. It will also
include a student recreation center and a veterans museum
and library. Joint use areas will include an assembly hall, fit-
ness center and classrooms.

“Separately, these projects simmered on the back burner
for many years because the money for each was just not
available,” said PSU President Tom Bryant, thanking city

leaders and state and federal lawmakers who made the proj-
ect possible. “It will be a testament to the fact that, when we
all work together, we all benefit.”

“This is a unique project. It was unlikely in America, 30
years ago, that a project like this would be considered,” said
Maj. Gen. Tod Bunting, Kansas’s adjutant general.

He thanked the community for their support of the 891st
Engineer Battalion, which will be housed in the new build-
ing, as well as their support of the Kansas National Guard as
a whole.

“Today the community of Pittsburg raises the bar with
their support of the Kansas National Guard,” he said.

“It took a lot of work and cooperation to be here today,”
said Gov. Kathleen Sebelius. “It makes me so proud to be a
Kansan, to watch a community come together.”

U.S. Rep. Jim Ryun said he pushed hard for this in
Congress for two reasons.

“It’s a great way to say to our National Guard ‘We appre-
ciate what you’re doing,” said Ryun. “It is also an appropri-
ate training place for those who stand in harm’s way so we
can have our freedom.”

Construction on the building is scheduled to begin in late
fall and is expected to last about 18 months.

Guard and university to share new building

Photo by gvansmith, Department of the Army

North Dakota Army National Guard Staff Sgt. Robbi Smette could have his face featured on car No. 16
during a 2007 NASCAR Nextel Cup race if he is named the Hero of the Year in a contest sponsored by
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service Inc. 
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By Capt. Nicole David
Colorado Air National Guard

MWAFFAQ SALTI AIR BASE, Jordan – It’s not every
day one gets to meet a prince, but that’s what 12 Colorado
National Guard Airmen did in May.
The 12 traveled to Jordan for three weeks for the first-ever

Falcon Air Meet.
The F-16 competition was inspired by Prince Feisal Bin

Al Hussein, special assistant to the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff of the Jordanian Armed Forces, and spon-
sored by the U.S. Central Command Air Forces.

Prince Feisal’s vision became reality when the 522nd
Fighter Squadron from Cannon AFB, the Turkish Air Force
and the Royal Jordanian Air Force competed in Falcon Air
Meet 2006.

Members of the 140th Wing were asked to participate as
judges for the event because of their state partnership with
Jordan, a partnership formally established in 2004.

The National Guard’s State Partnership Program links
states with partner countries to develop long-term relation-
ships to both parties across various levels of military and
civilian activities.

“I think the State Partnership Program is a great program
and I can say without any hesitation, ‘Colorado Air
National Guard, we could not have done the Falcon Air
Meet without you’,” said Col. Mohammed Omari, Wing

Commander of Mwaffaq Salti Air Base. “The Falcon Air
Meet idea started in Jordan, but the implementation started
with Colorado.”

Along with the competitors were several observing coun-
tries – including Bahrain, Italy, Oman, Pakistan, United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia – that plan to participate in
the next Falcon Air Meet.

The event was the first of its kind in the Middle East, with
the goal of fostering strong relationships between the air
forces of the U.S. and Middle Eastern countries and pro-
moting stability in the region.

The concept was to have these countries participate in a
friendly competition centered on the world’s only multi-role
fighter jet, Lockheed Martin’s F-16 Fighting Falcon.

“The idea was to get all the F-16 users in the region to
exercise and hopefully learn from each other and exchange
information,” Prince Feisal said. “The nice thing about
making it a competition is that you get the best of the teams
together and with the smartest and brightest people working
together they tend to learn from one another. The idea even-
tually will be to make this more of a coalition exercise.”

Airmen from the 140th Wing provided their best of the
best for judges to include pilots, maintenance experts and
specialists in weapons and range operations.

The competitive events were considered fundamental
tasks for pilots and maintainers: an alert scramble, air-to-

ground attack, air-to-air intercept, bomb loading, formation
arrival, large force employment and overall quality assess-
ment.

Although the point difference was small, the Jordanians
and the Americans tied for first place in the air meet. When
the competition ended, the Americans, Turks and
Jordanians spent time learning about each other’s countries
and customs.

During the closing ceremonies, everyone experienced tra-
ditional Arab culture, including food, music and dance. It is
experiences like these that Guard members said they would
never forget – partnership on a personal level.

“The state partnership with Jordan has been a great ben-
efit for Colorado,” said Col. Greg Graf, operations director,
joint force headquarters, Colorado Air National Guard. “It’s
given the state of Colorado an opportunity to be a player in
world politics in fostering a great relationship with one of
our best allies in the region. Jordan has been instrumental
in maintaining regional security and has been a great part-
ner with the United States.”

A partnership like Jordan and Colorado’s can help pave
the way for Prince Feisal’s future aspirations of coalition
exercises. Leaders from both Colorado and Jordan units
believe the partnership is a good fit because of their force
size, common equipment and being able to accomplish mis-
sions with limited resources.

Colorado Guard members judge air meet in Jordan

By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

COLLEGE PARK, Md. – Selling crack cocaine and
methamphetamine in mountainous western North Carolina
was easy money for self-styled thug Shane Lundy.

But then the 17-year-old faced legal trouble – and learned
his fiancée was pregnant.

Seeking to change direction, Lundy in January enrolled in
the Tarheel ChalleNGe Academy, North Carolina’s incarna-
tion of the National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program, which
helps at-risk youth become productive citizens.

On June 5, he stood in a formation on the Reckord Armory’s
gleaming wooden floor, left arm extended horizontal, head
and eyes focused intently right, as dead set on drill perfection
as he is on the altered life course he has planned to follow his
graduation later in June.

“Practice, practice, practice!” Ralph Sutton, a member of
the Tarheel ChalleNGe cadre exhorted the cadets. “Hooah?”

The armory is on the University of Maryland campus. The
Tarheel ChalleNGe cadets were competing with cadets from
11 other states during a week of academic and physical chal-
lenges at the 10th Anniversary ChalleNGe Invitational.

Lundy had previously barely set foot outside the
Appalachians.

“I was a thug selling drugs on the streets,” he said. “I didn’t
care about nobody else but myself. I was looking for the easy
way out.”

Lundy said junkies respected him, but no one else did. “The
others, they just look at you like you ain’t nothing,” he said.

In five months, the Tarheel ChalleNGe cadre has helped
Lundy pull off what high school did not – a 180-degree
change in his life. “It gives you a second chance,” he said. “It
gets you ready for the real world. It gives you a step above
everybody else.”

Lundy is intent on becoming a certified mechanic, working
for someone else until he can open his own shop and helping
to raise his daughter who is due July 23. “I‘ve got a little girl
on the way, and this just gives me a second chance to step up
and be a man,” he said.

He was among about 600 high school dropouts from 12
states competing in basketball, volleyball, softball, GED
Jeopardy, chess, dismounted drill, and a triathlon at the week-
long ChalleNGe Invitational for the bragging rights of being
the nation’s top program.

The National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program operates in
26 states and territories. Wyoming has the newest program,
its first class due to graduate at the end of the month.

The first class of the Wyoming Youth ChalleNGe Program
started with 43 cadets in January. Twenty-two have made it
within sight of the June 23 graduation, and all of them came
to the ChalleNGe Invitational.

Of the 22, only a handful had ever been east of the
Mississippi and only two had previously visited the 
nation’s capital.

“If you could have seen them on day one and where they’re
standing right now, it’s just unbelievable,” said Donald
Przybylski, a Wyoming cadre member. “ It’s a complete 180.”
Przybylski is a former corrections officer. “If I can help stop
just one kid from going there, that’s well worth it,” he said.

Cadet James Benson, 16, used marijuana and methamphet-
amine, robbed houses and was kicked out of a drug rehab
program before he enrolled in the Wyoming program.

“I had no idea what to expect,” Benson said. His brother is
in a youth correctional facility, and he knew he didn’t want to

go down the same road. “I just wanted to get my life back on
track,” he said.

As Benson’s head cleared in the program, he discovered that
he was capable of better athletic performances than he had
ever imagined. He embraced responsibility. He made plans to
work in a fast-food restaurant after graduation, help his
grandparents and continue his studies. It became important to
him to work to pay off outstanding criminal fines. And he was
so impressed with the program that he successfully urged two
friends to enroll in the next class. He said he’ll drop most of
the friends he used to hang out with because they were bad
influences.

“I feel great,” he said. “It’s a good program for troubled
youth. It’s helped me out a lot.”

Grady Winders, assistant commandant of the Wyoming pro-
gram that is based at Camp Guernsey, watched his cadets
with pride.

“They have made great strides,” Winders said. “They’ve
stepped up to the challenge. They’ve made a commitment. We
owe it to them. We need to provide the best opportunities.”

It took a year to stand up the Wyoming program, Winders
said. Challenges included working in a building as it was
being renovated and getting enough telephone lines. “We’ve
been through a lot of growing pains,” Winders said. “It’s been
challenging. It’s been exceptionally rewarding, as well.”

Joe Padilla is deputy chief of the National Guard Bureau’s
Office of Athletics and Youth Development. “The ChalleNGe
program gives at-risk youth across the United States a second
chance at becoming productive citizens,” Padilla said. “The
National Guard has traditionally been involved in youth pro-
grams designed to help young people become positive and
productive members of their communities.”

Cadet Nathan Wallace, 19, led Wyoming’s dismounted drill
team through its maneuvers. Wallace said he was in and out
of jail between the ages of 13 and 16. He dropped out of
school. He has since earned a GED, and he said he will join
the Marines or the Army because he likes the discipline of the
ChalleNGe program so much.

The cadets know challenges and temptations face them
beyond graduation. But they’re determined to try to live bet-
ter lives.

“I’m just going to keep my family in mind,” said Lundy, the
ex-drug dealer. “I’ve got to support them. It’s not all about me
no more.”

Cadets celebrate Guard’s 10th ChalleNGe Invitational

Photo by Sgt. Jim Greenhill, National Guard Bureau

Cadet Shane Lundy, 17, focuses on being dress-
right-dressed as his North Carolina Tarheel
ChalleNGe dismounted drill team prepares to com-
pete in the National Guard’s 10th ChalleNGe
Invitational at the University of Maryland in 
early June. 
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Contacting a Family Readiness Coordinator near you
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The National Guard Family Program
office in each state joint force headquar-
ters (JFHQ) is designed to assist family
members of all service members,
regardless of the military organization
or status, with information and/or refer-
rals. Following is a list of Family
Program offices in the 54 states and ter-
ritories, followed by Wing Family
Program Coordinators. 

Send changes/corrections to:
Edelina Villavicencio

Marketing/Communications Specialist
National Guard Bureau-Family

Programs
1411 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Arlington, VA 22202

(703) 607-5526 DSN 327-5526

Alabama
State Family Program Director
SGM Hubert Chance 
1720 Cong WL Dickerson Dr.
Montgomery, AL, 36109-0711
Office/DSN: (334)-271-7283 / 363-7283 or
(800) 231-2846

117 ARW
Pamela Lacey
5401 East Lake Blvd.
Birmingham, AL 35217
Office/DSN: (205) 714-2699 / 778-2699

187 FW
Sharon Hubbert
5187 Selma Hwy.
Montgomery, AL 36108-4824
Office/DSN: (334) 394-7119 / 358-9119 or
(800) 368-4481, option 2

Alaska
State Family Program Director 
SMSgt Jan Myers
49000 Army Guard Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99503-2552
(907) 428-6663 / (317) 384-4663
Mailing address: P.O Box 5800
Ft. Richardson, AK 99503-2552
(888) 917-3608 (works only within AK)

168 ARW 
Nola Barnes
2680 Flightline Ave., Ste. 117
Eielson AFB, AK 99702-1740
Office/DSN: (907) 377-8715 /
(317) 377-8715

176 WG 
Gretchen Nealy
5002 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, AK 99502
Office/DSN: (907) 249-1130 / 626-1130

Arizona 
State Family Program Director
CPT Jon Michael Cookson
5636 E. McDowell Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85008-3495
Office/DSN: (602) 267-2593 / 853-2593 or
(800) 233-7758

161 ARW
Glen Klassen
3200 E Old Tower Rd.
Phoenix, AZ. 85034-7263
Office/DSN: (602) 302-9094 / 853-9094 or
(800) 435-542, ext. 2-9094

162 FW
Ms. Jolene Helt
1650 E Perimeter Way
Tucson, AZ 85706
Office/DSN: (520) 295-6566 / 844-6566

Arkansas
Mary Myers
Camp Robinson
Building 6402 Missouri Ave.
North Little Rock, AR 72199
Office/DSN: (501) 212-4102 / 962-4102 or
(800) 446-4645

188 FW
Eva R. Patton, CIV/FAM
Family Readiness Support Coordinator
188 FW Air National Guard
Ft. Chaffee
4850 Leigh Ave.

Fort Smith, AR 72903-6096
Office/DSN: (479) 573-5167 / 778-5167

189 AW
Mrs. Stephanie Wynn 
112 CMSGT Williams Drive
Little Rock AFB, AR 72099-4802
Office/DSN: (501) 987-5952 / 731-5952

California
State Family Program Director
Steven Read
CAJS-FP Box 54, 9800 Goethe
Sacramento, CA 95827
Office/DSN: (916) 854-3252 / 466-3252 or
(800) 449-9662

129 RQW
Carolann Wunderlin 
HQ 129th Rescue Wing/Family Readiness
Bldg. 680, Macon Rd.
California Air National Guard
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

144 FW
Barbara Draughon
5323 E. McKinley Ave.
Fresno, CA 93727-2199
Office/DSN: (559) 454-5383 / 839-5383 or
(800) 516-8277

146 AW 
Jo Ann Bellen  
100 Mulcahey Dr.
Port Hueneme, CA 93041-4002
Office/DSN: (805) 986-7468 / 893-7468

163 ARW
Debbie Hambrick
1620 Graeber St.t
March ARB, CA 92518-1624
Office/DSN: (951) 655-2165 /
447-2165

Colorado
State Family Program Director
1LT Gabe Stokes
6848 S. Revere Parkway
Centennial, CO 80112
Office/DSN: (720) 250-1190 / 250-1190

140 WG
Mrs. Grace Finley
Buckley Air Force Base
140 S. Aspen St., Stop 37
Aurora, CO 80011-9544 
Office/DSN: (720) 847-9116 / 847-9116

Connecticut
State Family Program Director
Kimberly Hoffman
Connecticut National Guard 
Office of Family Programs
360 Broad Street
Hartford, CT 06105-3795
Office/DSN: (860) 493-2745/636-0745 or
(800) 858-2677

103 FW
Donna Rivera
100 Nicholson Rd.
E. Granby, CT
Office/DSN: (860) 292-2730 / 220-2730

Delaware
State Family Program Director
LTC Willie Barnes
1st Regiment Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19808-2191
Office/DSN: (302) 326-7268 / 440-7268 or
(877) 482-7333

166 AW
Yolanda DiVirgilio
2600 Spruance Dr.
New Castle, DE 19720
Office/DSN: (302) 323-3327 / 445-7327

District of Columbia
State Family Program Director
SGM Patricia Williamson
2001 East Capitol St.
Washington, DC 20003
Office/DSN:  (202) 685-9826 / 325-9826

113 FW 
Connie Moore

Family Readiness and Support Office
Rm. 106
3252 E. Perimeter Rd.
Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5411
Office/DSN: (240) 857-9746

Florida
State Family Program Director
CW4 Bobbi Hall
DCSPER-FR, P.O. Box 1008
St. Augustine, FL 32085-1008
Office/DSN: (904) 823-0360 / 860-7360 or
(800) 226-0360

125 FW
Robin Severson
FL Air National Guard 125 FW/FR 14300
FANG Dr.           
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Office/DSN: (904) 741-7027 / 641-7027

Georgia
State Family Program Director
CPT George Arp
935 E. Confederate Ave. SE, Bldg. 21
Atlanta, GA 30316-0965
Office/DSN: (678) 569-6454 / 338-6454 or
(800) 625-5843

116 ACW
Eileen Byrd
555 Borghese Dr.
Bldg. 2078
Robins AFB, GA 31098
Office/DSN: (478) 201-1286 / 241-1285

165 AW
Frank Baker
1401 Robert B. Miller Jr. Dr.
Garden City, GA 31408-9001
Office/DSN: (912) 966-8363 / 860-8363 or
(866) 812-8363

Guam
State Family Program Director
MAJ Robert Crisostomo
Joint Forces Headquarters
430 Army Dr., Bldg. 300, Rm. 128
Barrigada, GU 96913-4421
Office/DSN: (671) 647-2717 / 271-2722

Hawaii
State Family Program Director
Joanne Yamamoto
360 Harbor Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-7049
Office/Cell: (808) 448-7049 or
(818) 341-7608

154 WG
Lorna Souza
360 Mamala Bay Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-5517
Office/DSN: (808) 448-7282/(312) 448-7282

Idaho
State Family Program Director
CPT James Hicks 
4150 Cessna 
Bldg. 218
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: (208) 422-4361 / 422-4361 /
(800) 543-0007

124 WG
John Spurny 
3787 W. Areonca St.
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: (208) 422-5374 / 422-5374

Illinois
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joe Schweickert
1301 N. McArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62702-2399
Office/DSN: (217) 761-3413 / 555-3413 /
(800) 832-9225 
joseph.schweickert@us.army.mil

126 ARW
CPT May Alexander
126 Air Guard Way
Scott AFB, IL 62225
Office/DSN: (618) 222-5761 / 760-5761 or
(877) 412-6279

182 AW
Amy K. Quimby
2416 S. Falcon Blvd.
Peoria, IL 61607
Office/DSN: 309-633-5339/ 724-5339

183 FW
Perry Jackson

3101 J. David Jones Pkwy.
Springfield, IL 62707-5001
Office/DSN: (217) 757-1569 / 892-8569

Indiana
State Family Program Director
Susan Richards 
2002 S. Holt Rd., Bldg #3
Indianapolis, IN 46241-4839
Office/DSN: (317) 247-3192 / 369-2192

181 FW
Maj John Puckett
800 S. Petercheff St.
Terre Haute,  IN 47803-5000
Office/DSN: (812) 877-5282 / 724-1282

122 FW 
Lauri Turpin
3005 Ferguson Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46809-0122
Office/DSN: (260) 478-3279 / 786-1279 / 
(800) 841-3104

Iowa
State Family Program Directors
Catherine Luther
Camp Dodge, 7105 NW 70th Ave.
Johnston, IA 50131-1824
Office/DSN: (515) 252-4416 / 431-4416 or
(800) 294-6607

132 FW
Amanda Wicker
3100 McKinley Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50321
Office/DSN: (515) 256-8786 / 256-8786 or
(800) 257-1693, ext. 8786

185 ARW
DeAnna Pennings
2920 Headquarters Ave.
Sioux City, IA 51111-1300
Office/DSN: (712) 233-0817 / 585-0817 or
(800) 582-5718, ext. 0817

Kansas
State Family Program Director
CW3 Valerie Suddock
AGKS-HRO-SFPD, 2800 SW
Topeka, KS 66611-1287
Office/DSN: (785) 274-1171 / 720-8171 or
(800) 432-2447, option 9 (within state only)

184 ARW
Hilari DeLaRosa
92955 Jayhawk Dr.
McConnell AFB, KS 67221
Office/DSN: (316) 759-7092 / 743-7092

190 ARW
Tonya Van Sickle
5920 SE Coyote Dr.
Topeka, KS 66619-5370
Office/DSN: (785) 861-4940 / 720-4940

Kentucky
MAJ Marion Peterson
KG-JFHQ-J1, Boone NG Center, Bldg. 126
100 Minuteman Pkwy.
Frankfort, KY 40601-6168
Office/DSN: (502) 607-1549 / 667-1549 or
(800) 372-7601

123 AW
Paula McLain and Darlene Swanner
1101 Grade Ln.
Louisvile, KY 40213
Office/DSN: (502) 364-9647 / 741-4647

184 ARW
Hilari DeLaRosa
52955 Jayhawk Dr., #28
McConnell AFB, KS 67221-9000
Office/DSN: (316) 759-7092 / 743-7092

Louisiana
State Family Program Director
MAJ Lida Eichenauer
1106 B. Street
Pineville, LA 71360
Office/DSN: (318) 641-5428 / 435-5428 or
(866) 647-3617

159 FW
Carrie Matirne
400 Russell Ave., Box 27 NAS-JRB
New Orleans, LA 70143-0027
Office/DSN #: (504) 391-8505 / 457-8505

Maine
State Family Program Director
SFC Barbara Claudel

DVEM, State House Sta. #33
Augusta, ME 04333-0033
Office/DSN: (207) 626-4410 / 476-4410 or
(800) 581-9989

101 ARW
Mrs. Pattie Reynolds
103 Maineiac Ave., Ste. 505
Bangor, ME  04401-3099
Office/DSN: (207) 990-7494 / 698-7494

Maryland 
State Family Program Director
MSG Jeanette Wittman
29th Division St., 5th Regiment Armory
Baltimore, MD 21201-2208
Office:  (410) 576-6019 / (877) 399-6221

175 WG
Karol Yox
2701 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21220
Office/DSN: (410) 918-6768 / 243-6768 or
(800) 847-7549, ext. 6768

Massachusetts
State Family Program Director
Maureen Serrecchia
Family Program Office, 14 Minuteman Ln.
Wellesley, MA 02481
Office/DSN: (508) 233-7222 / 256-7222
(888) 301-3103, ext. 7222

102 FW
Erin Creighton
158 Reilly St., Box 70
Otis ANGB, MA 02542-5028
Office/DSN #: (508) 968-4855 / 557-4855

104 FW
Sandra Wakefield
175 Falcon Dr.
Westfield, MA 01085
Office/DSN: (413) 568-9151, ext. 1183 /
698-1183

Michigan
State Family Program Director 
MAJ Mary Jones
3411 N. Martin L. King Jr Blvd.
Lansing, MI  48906
Office/DSN:  (517) 481-8358 / 623-8358

110 FW
Robin Berry
3545 Mustang Ave.
Battle Creek, MI 49015-5509
Office/DSN: (269) 969-3493 / 580-3493 or
(800)-753-6201, ext. 3493

127 WG
Debby Shroeder
155 Arnold Cir.
Building 944
Selfridge ANG Base, MI 48045
Office/DSN: (586) 307-5583 / 273-5583 or
(800) 645-9416, ext. 5583

CRTC
Justin Dyess
5884 A St.
Alpena, MI 49707-8125
Office/DSN: (989) 354-6220 / 741-3220

Minnesota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jim Swanson
8180 Belden Blvd., Attn.: MNAG-JCEFO
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Office/DSN: (651) 268-8208 / 825-8208 or
(888) 234-1274

133 AW
Ms. Jill Lawrence
133AW/GFN, Bldg. 631, 631 Minuteman Dr.
St. Paul, MN 55111-4116
Office/DSN: (612) 713-2367 / 783-2367

148 FW
Jennifer Kuhlman
4680 Viper St.
Duluth, MN 55811-6031
Office/DSN: (218) 788-7833 / 825-7833

Mississippi
State Family Program Director
CW3 Melissa Tanksley
P.O. Box 5027
Jackson, MS 39296-5027
Office/DSN: (601) 313-6379 / 293-6379 or
(866) 369-6506
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172 AW
Marianne Breland
141 Military Dr.
Jackson, MS 39232
Office/DSN: (601) 405-8211 / 828-8211

186 ARW
Connie Myers
6225 M St.
Meridian, MS 39307-7112
Office/DSN: (601) 484-9623 / 778-9623
CRTC
Mr. Charles Carrigan 
4715 Hewes Ave.
Gulfport, MS 39507-4324
Office/DSN: (228) 214-6018 / 363-6018 or
(866) 618-9851

Missouri
State Family Program Director
LTC James (Greg) Allison
JFMO-SS
2302 Militia Dr.
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Office/DSN: (573) 638-9549 / 555-9827 or
(800) 299-9603

131 FW
Kathy Fitzgerald
10800 Lambert International Blvd., Stop 2
St. Louis, MO 63044
Office/DSN: (314) 527-6362 / 824-6362

139 AW
Jane Lackey
705 Memorial Dr.
St. Joseph, MO 64503-9307
Office/DSN: (816) 236-3517 / 356-3517

Montana
State Family Program Director
MSgt. Kathryn Gilding
P.O. Box 4789, 1900 N. Williams St.
Helena, MT 59604-4789
Office/DSN: (406) 324-3239 / 324-3239

120 FW
Susan Fairhurst
2800 Airport Avenue B
Great Falls, MT 59404-3750
Office/DSN: (406) 791-0867/791-0867

Nebraska
State Family Program Director
MAJ Drey Ihm
1776 N. 10th St.
Lincoln, NE 68508-1097
Office/DSN: (402) 309-7332 / 279-7332 or
(800) 432-6778

155 ARW
Nicole A. Effle
2420 W. Butler Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68524-1885
Office/DSN: (402) 309-1588 / 279-1588

Nevada
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joanne Farris
2460 Fairview Ln.
Carson City, NV 89701
Office/DSN: (775) 887-7328 / 830-8400 or
(866) 699-3128 or
(800) 936-1101 (Emergency Line)

152 AW
Larry Miller
1776 National Guard Way
Reno, NV 89502-4494
Office/DSN: (775) 788-4585

New Hampshire
State Family Program Director
Suzanne Barricklow
State Military Reservation, 4 Pembroke Rd.
Concord, NH 03301-5652
Office/DSN: (603) 225-1215 / 684-9215
Hotline: (800) 472-0328

157 ARW 
Bonnie Lee Rice
302 Newmarket St.
Pease ANGB, NH 03803-0157
Office/DSN: (603) 430-3545 / 852-3545

New Jersey
State Family Program Director
CW4 Ralph Cwieka
Joint Force Headquarters
3650 Saylors Pond Rd.
Ft. Dix, NJ 08640
Office/DSN: (609) 562-0668 / 944-0668 or
(888) 859-0352

108 ARW
Tiffany L. Colby
3327 Charles Blvd.
McGuire AFB, NJ 08641

Office/DSN: (609) 754-4479 / 650-4479 or
(888) 859-0352

177 FW
Joan Searfoss
400 Langley Rd.
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 08234-9500
Office/DSN: (609) 645-6248 / 455-6248

New Mexico
State Family Program Director
Therese Sanchez
10 Bataan Blvd.
Santa Fe, NM 87508-4277
Office/DSN: (505) 474-1220 / 867-8220 or
(866) 460-4100

150 FW
Therese Sanchez
2251 Air Guard Rd., SE (Fam. Prog.)
Kirtland AFB, NM 87117-5875
Office/DSN: (505) 853-5668 / 263-5668

New York
State Family Program Director
Beverly Keating
Attn: MNHF-FP, 330 Old Niskayuna Rd.
Latham, NY 12110-2224
Office/DSN: (518) 786-4525 / 489-4525

105 AW
Jeanne Dion
One Militia Way, Stewart ANG Base
Newburgh, NY 12550-5042
Office/DSN: (845) 563-2062 / 636-2062

106 RQW
Lisa D'Agostino
150 Old Riverhead Rd.
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978-1201
Office/DSN: (631) 723-7133 / 456-7133

107 ARW
Carole Adamczyk
9910 Guardian St.
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-6001
Office/DSN: (716) 236-3411 / 238-3411

109 AW
Joanna Pritchard
Stratton ANGB, 1 ANG Rd.
Scotia, NY 12302-9752
Office/DSN: (518) 344-2357 / 344-2357

174 FW
Terri Scanlin
NYANG, 6001 E. Molloy Rd.
Syracuse, NY 13211-7099
Office/DSN: (315) 454-6577/489-9577

North Carolina
State Family Program Director
1LT Dale Cowan
4105 Reedy Creek Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607-6410
Office/DSN #: (919) 664-6324 / 582-9324 or
(800) 621-4136, ext. 6324

145 AW
Kathleen Flaherty
5225 Morris Field Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28208-5704
Office/DSN: (704) 398-4949 / 231-4949

North Dakota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jackie Huber
P.O. Box 5511
Bismark, ND 58506-5511
Office/DSN #: (701) 333-2058 / 373-2058 or
(800) 242-4940

119 FW
Jody Harms
1400 28th Ave.
No. Fargo, ND 58102-1051
Office/DSN: (701) 451-2112 / 362-8112

Ohio
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Bramlish
2825 W. Dublin Granville Rd.
Columbus, OH 43235-2789
Office/DSN: (614) 336-7352 / 273-7352 or
(800) 589-9914

121 ARW
Carolyn J. Ebert
7370 Minuteman Way
Columbus, OH 43217
Office/DSN: (614) 492-4417 / 696-4417

178 FW
Jane Esprit

706 Regula Ave.
Springfield, OH 45502
Office/DSN: (937) 525-2583 / 346-2583 or
(800) 851-4503, ext. 9-2583

179 AW
Faline Rowland
1947 Harrington Memorial Rd.
Mansfield, OH 44903-0179
Office/DSN: (419) 520-6600 / 696-6600
180 FW
Judy York
2660 S. Eber Rd.
Swanton, OH 43558
Office/DSN: (419) 868-4550 / 580-4550

Oklahoma
State Family Program Director - JFHQ
CPT Lindy J. White
3501 NE Military Cir.
Oklahoma City, OK 73111-4839
Office/DSN: (405) 228-5036 / 628-5036

137 AW
Jennifer Lain
5624 Air Guard Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73159
Office/DSN: (405) 686-5683 / 720-5683

138 FW
Connie Hurt
9121 E Mustain St., Ste. 201E
Tulsa, OK 74117
Office/DSN: (918) 833-7732 / 894-7732
Cell: (918) 625-0348 (available 24 hours)

Oregon
State Family Program Director
Diane Gooding
P.O. Box 14350, 1776 Militia Way
Salem, OR 97309-5047
Office/DSN: (503) 584-3543 / 355-3543 or
(800) 452-7500

142 FW
Mary Bell
6801 NE Cornfoot Road Building 142
Portland IAP, OR 97218-2797
Office/DSN: (503) 335-4193 / 638-4193

173 FW
Tamra Narramore
211 Arnold Ave, Ste. 30
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Office/DSN: (541) 885-6112 / 830-6112

Pennsylvania
State Family Program Director
CW2 Jennifer Sadler
Dept of Military and Veterans Affairs, Attn:
MP-FAO
Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003
Office/DSN: (717) 861-9676 / 861-2650 or
(800) 634-1790

111 FW
Jean Moretti 
1151 Fairchild St.
Willow Grove JRB, PA 19090-5300
Office/DSN: (215) 443-1409 / 991-1409

171 ARW
Deb Krall
300 Tanker Road, #4221
Coraopolis, PA 15108-4221
Office/DSN: (412) 474-7365 / 277-7365

193 SOW/FRG
M. Danielle Ball
89 Mustang Alley.
Middletown, PA 17057
Office/DSN: (717) 948-3155 / 423-3155

Puerto Rico
State Family Program Director
Sgt. 1st. Class Nydia Garcia
P.O. Box 9023786,
San Juan, PR 00902-3786
nydia.garcia@pr.ngb.army.mil
Office: (787) 289-1516

156 AW
Lourdes Gonzalez
200 Jose A. Santana Ave.
Carolina, PR 00979-1502
Office/Fax: (787) 253-7443/ (787) 253-5166
Lourdes.gonzalez@prsanj.ang.af.mil

Rhode Island
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Behm
TAGRI.DP/FC, 645 New London Ave.
Cranston, RI 02920-3783
Office/DSN: (401) 275-4194 / 247-4194 or
(877) 440-7994

143 AW
Tina Scully
1 Minuteman Way
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Office/DSN: (401) 886-0148 / 476-3148

South Carolina
State Family Program Director
TAG-FP-Stop 1, 1 National Guard Rd.
Columbia, SC 29201
Office: (803) 806-2908
169 FW
Doris Luellen
1325 S. Carolina Rd., #28
Eastover, SC 29044-5028
Office/DSN: 803-647-8089/ 583-8089

South Dakota 
State Family Program Director
MAJ Harvey Fitzgerald
2823 West Main St.
Building 520 FAC
Rapid City, SD 57702-8186
Office/DSN: (605) 737-6728 / 747-8728 or
(800) 658-3930

114 FW
Rebecca Anderson
1201 W. Algonquin St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Office/DSN: (605) 988-5962 / 798-7962

Tennessee
State Family Program Director
MAJ Ronald Strahle
601 Fitzhugh Blvd.
Smyrna, TN 37167
ronald.strahle@tn.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (615) 355-3996 / 683-3996 or
(877) 311-3264

118 AW
Sherri Weathers
240 Knapp Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37217-2538
Office/DSN: (615) 399-5504 / 778-6504

134 AW
Stephen Latham
134 Briscoe Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37777-6203
Office/DSN: (865) 985-3107 / 266-3107

164 ARW
Betty Gaskins
2815 Democrat Rd., Bldg. 402, Rm. 26
Memphis, TN 38118-1510
(901) 291-7125 / 726-7125

Texas
LTC Thomas Palladino
P.O. Box 5218
Camp Mabry, Bldg. 42
Austin, TX 78763
Office/DSN: (512) 782-3765 / 954-6748 or
(800) 252-8032

136 AW
Wing Family Coordinator
Kristie Jo Buckler
300 Hensley Ave., Bldg. 1673
NAS-Carswell Field JRB
Fort Worth, TX 76127-1673
Office/DSN: (817) 852-3558 or 3456 /
874-3558

147 FW
Monalisa Norton
14657 Sneider St.
Houston, TX 77034-5586
Office/DSN: (281) 929-2056 / 454-2056

149 FW
Shanita Lanier
107 Hensley St., Ste. 2
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-0103
Office/DSN: (210) 925-6171 / 945-6171

Utah
MAJ Patrick Osmond
PO Box 1776
Draper, UT  84020-1776
patrick.osmond@ut.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (801) 523-4533 / 766-4533
Fax:  (801) 523-4685

Wing Family Coordinator 
Jill Lukes
765 N 2200 W
Salt Lake City, UT  84116-2999
jill.lukes@utsalt.ang.af.mil 
Office/DSN:  (801) 245-2524 / 245-2524
Fax:  (801) 245-2578

Vermont
State Family Program Director
MAJ William McKern
789 Vermont National Guard Rd.
Colchester, VT 05446-3099
Office/DSN: (802) 338-3347 / 636-3347 or
(800) 607-8773

158 FW
Angela Prive
88 NCO Dr., Suite 114
South Burlington, VT 05403
Office/DSN: (802) 652-8035/ 220-8035

Virginia
State Family Program Director
MAJ Leslie Myers
Bldg 316, Ft. Pickett
Attn: JFHQ-VAPA-J1-FP
Blackstone, VA 23824-6316
(888) 4TEAMVA (483-2682), ext. 6365

192 FW
Angie Wade
50 Falcon Rd., Ste. 6
Sandston, VA 23150-2524
Office/DSN: (804) 236-7036 / 864-7036

Virgin Islands
State Family Program Director
Ms. Linda Todman
4031 La Grande Princesse, Lot 1B
Christianstead, VI 00820-4353
linda.todman@vi.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (340) 712-7787 / 787-7787 or
(866) 724-0348
Fax: (340) 712-7782

Washington
State Family Program Director
LTC Diane Williams
Bldg. 97 Camp Murray
Tacoma, WA 98430
Office/DSN: (253) 512-7754 / 512-7881 or
(800) 364-7492

141 ARW
1403 W. Wainwright Blvd.
Fairchild AFB, WA 99011
Office/DSN: (509) 247-7009 / 657-7009

DET-1
Angela Rivera
Bldg. 106, 41st Division Way
Camp Murray, WA 98430
Office/DSN: (253) 512-3397 / 370-3397

West Virginia
State Family Program Director
CPT Allen Martin
1701 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-1085
Office/DSN: (304) 561-6380 / 623-6380 or
(800) 794-8273

130 AW
Sharon Peters
1679 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-5000
Office/DSN: (304) 341-6625 / 366-6625

167 AW
Susan Sanders
222 Sabre Jet Blvd.
Martinsburg, WV 25401
Office/DSN: (304) 262-5590 / 242-5590

Wisconsin
State Family Program Director
LTC Meg BlankShein
2400 Wright Street
Madison, WI 53708
Office/DSN: (608) 242-3480 / 724-3480 or
(800) 292-9464

115 FW
Vicki Edgren
2625 Hoffman St., Bldg. 307
Madison, WI 
Office/DSN: (608) 245-4654 / 724-8654

128 ARW
Debbie Schultz
1919 E. Grange Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53207-6199
Office/DSN: (414) 944-8249 / 580-8249

Wyoming
State Family Program Director
William Breckenridge
5500 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3320
Office/DSN: (307) 772-5208 / 388-5208
800-635-4917

153 AW
Denise Rampolla
217 Dell Range Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009
Office/DSN: (307) 772-6063 / 388-6063
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By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – When Sgt. Eugene Patton isn’t attend-
ing his monthly drills as a traditional Guard Soldier, exercis-
ing his carpentry skills in his civilian job, or spending time
with his wife and four children, you’ll most likely find him
studying Army texts.
The Colorado Army National Guard member joined 15 other

Soldiers from around the nation who were honored in the
nation’s capital as the 2006 Outstanding Soldiers and
Noncommissioned Officers of the Year by the Army National
Guard during the week before Memorial Day.

Patton, a member of B Battery, 2nd Battalion, 157th Field
Artillery in Colorado Springs, is the Army Guard’s top NCO
for Region 7. He was that region’s Soldier of the year in 2005.  
The 16 Army Guard winners joined six colleagues from the

Air National Guard who were recognized as this year’s out-
standing Airmen and NCOs for a formal banquet at the
Washington Navy Yard on May 25.
“This is a yearlong project for the competing Soldiers,” said

Command Sgt. Maj. John Gipe, command sergeant major of
the Army National Guard. “It takes a great deal of dedica-
tion.” Calling this year’s Soldiers “spectacular,” Gipe said.

“This thing just keeps getting better every year.”
The Soldiers were recognized during an awards ceremony

at the Army National Guard Readiness Center in Arlington on
May 23 as part of a week of activities that included tours of
Arlington National Cemetery, Capitol Hill and the Pentagon.

It was the second straight year that Patton won at the five
levels of competition that started last October to bring him
and his colleagues to the nation’s capital. They won boards at
the company, battalion, brigade, state and regional levels.

They face three more levels of competition that will deter-
mine who will be the Army’s Soldier of the Year.
Gipe said the Guard competitors are particularly noteworthy

because they must balance their civilian jobs with their duties
as Soldiers and obligations to their families and still make
time to study.

“It takes a lot of effort to participate,” he said. “These are
the 16 best Soldiers and noncommissioned officers in the
Army National Guard. It is an extreme privilege for us to
have them.”

Brig. Gen. David Burford, special assistant to the director of
the Army National Guard, said the 2006 outstanding Soldiers
and NCOs symbolize how a new generation of Guard mem-
bers has risen to the challenge of domestic operations and

foreign wars.
“This is a remarkable generation that I’m very proud to

turn over the ranks to, whenever that is,” said Burford
before giving each Soldier his coin.
The Soldiers also received coins from Gipe and from other

Guard leaders. They received hundreds of dollars worth of
gift certificates and gifts provided by more than two dozen
sponsors including military professional associations and
private businesses.

Patton was 31 when he felt a calling to enlist in the
National Guard his father served for 22 years. He said
studying for the competition has taught him to better man-
age his time, challenged him and brought him pleasure.

“I’ve gained a lot of [military] knowledge that most peo-
ple don’t sit down and pay attention to – the stuff you should
know that no one takes the time to learn,” said Patton.

To compete, Patton said he does physical training every
morning, goes to the rifle range whenever possible and stud-
ies a couple of hours a day.

His wife, Dawn, said his focus on the competition 
has improved her husband. “It’s changed him as a 
person.”

For photographs of the awardees visit www.ngb.army.mil

Army Guard fetes outstanding Soldiers and NCOs

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – Staff Sgt. Daniel Dierickx felt a bit
guilty about seeing the sites in Washington and standing in the
spotlight as one of the Air National Guard’s enlisted celebri-
ties during the week before Memorial Day because his heart
told him he should be in Iraq.
But three months of duty in Baghdad, where he will be an air

traffic controller, was still in the works for the young man
from Klamath Falls, Ore., after he took his bows as one of the
Air Guard’s top six airmen and noncommissioned officers for
2006. He leaves June 3 for his third tour of duty in Iraq.

Dierickx, 22, was introduced many times to many people as
the Air Guard’s noncommissioned officer of the year. That
makes him one of the youngest people to ever achieve that
distinction. Furthermore, the airman of the year, Senior
Airman Saul Soto-Sanchez, is 25. 

Dierickx is a member of the Oregon Air Guard’s 270th Air
Traffic Control Squadron. He performs his duties in the tower
at Kingsley Field in Klamath Falls when he is not engaged in
Operation Iraqi Freedom half a world away.

“It’s the right thing to do,” said Dierickx, explaining he
would already have been back in Iraq had he not been in
Washington. “I like working with the Iraqis. They’re good
people, and they’re learning about freedom bought with
blood, just like the people in this country have learned.”
Four other men and one woman from across the country also

were honored in the nation’s capital during May’s final full
week as the Air National Guard’s premier enlisted members
for this year. 

They were: Airman of the Year, newly promoted Staff Sgt.
Saul Soto-Sanchez from the 156th Logistics Squadron in
Puerto Rico; Senior NCO of the Year, Master Sgt. and Bronze

Star recipient Alphonzo Allen from the 168th Security Forces
Squadron in Alaska; First Sergeant of the Year, Master Sgt.
Mark Wasserbauer from the 148th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron in Minnesota; Honor Guard Program Manager of
the Year, Tech. Sgt. Tiffany Kellum from the Southeast Air
Defense Sector at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.; and honor
guard member of the year, Senior Airman John Baxter from
the 184th Finance Office at McConnell Air Force Base, Kan.

Their whirlwind week in Washington, where the days and
evenings were comfortably cool, included a reception at the
Fort McNair home of LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the
National Guard Bureau, visits to the office of the chief mas-
ter sergeant of the Air Force and to other Defense Department
dignitaries, as well as trips to Arlington National Cemetery, to
Andrews Air Force Base, and to RFK Stadium to watch the
Washington Nationals defeat the Houston Astros 5-1. The
week ended with a banquet honoring the National Guard’s
outstanding Soldiers and Airmen of year at the Washington
Navy Yard on Thursday evening.

“This has been an awesome week,” said Chief Master Sgt.
Richard Smith, command chief master sergeant for the Air
National Guard. “You’re the future of the Air National Guard,
and, believe me, the Air Guard’s future is in great hands,” he
told the honorees.

Dierickx, however, was already preparing to return to Iraq
where he had already served twice: in Kirkuk from May to
September of 2004 and at the Baghdad International Airport
from May 2005 to January 2006.       

He has volunteered every time. Why?
“I knew they would be activating Air Guard people, and

some of them might have three or four children. I don’t have
any children,” Dierickx explained. “I’d go four or five times if
it meant that parents don’t have to go. Besides, we young peo-

ple have to pay our dues, just like the generations of young
people have before us.”

That helps explain why the young man has become a non-
commissioned officer in less than four years after joining the
Oregon Air Guard in July 2001 following his junior year at
Henley High School. He was 17, and he was in the school’s
Air Force ROTC program, Dierickx said. 

He initially wanted to become an Army Guard helicopter
door gunner, but his mother Ronna refused to give her consent
for him to sign up before his 18th birthday, Dierickx
explained. A neighbor who was an Air Guard air traffic con-
troller suggested that the young man give the Air Guard a try,
Dierickx added.

That was more to Ronna Dierickx’s liking because she had
spent two years in the Air Force’s security forces as a dog han-
dler during the mid-70s, Dierickx explained. So his mother
signed the papers.

For photographs of the awardees visit www.ngb.army.mil

2006 Air National Guard
Outstanding Airmen of the Year

Airman: Staff Sgt. Saul Soto-Sanchez, 156th Logistics
Squadron, Muniz Air National Guard Base, San Juan, P.R.

Noncommissioned Officer: Staff Sgt. Daniel Dierickx,
270th Air Traffic Control Squadron, Klamath Falls, Ore.

Senior Noncommissioned Officer: Master Sgt. Alphonzo
Allen, 168th Security Forces Squadron, Fairbanks, Alaska.

First Sergeant: Master Sgt. Mark Wasserbauer, 148th
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Duluth, Minn.

Honor Guard Program Manager: Tech. Sgt. Tiffany Kellum,
Southeast Air Defense Sector, Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.

Honor Guard Member: Senior Airman John Baxter, 184th
Finance Office, McConnell Air Force Base, Kan.

Air Guard tips its cap to this year’s top Airmen and NCOs

2006 Army National Guard
Outstanding Soldiers of the Year

Region I
•Soldier: Sgt. Christopher McWilliams, C Battery, 3rd

Battalion, 172nd Infantry (Mountain), New Hampshire.
•NCO: Sgt. Katie McGovern, Headquarters and

Headquarters Company, 642nd Military Intelligence
Battalion, 42nd Infantry Regiment, New York.

Region 2
•Soldier: Spc. Justin Hancock, B Company, 1st Battalion,

116th Infantry Regiment, 116th Brigade Combat Team,
Virginia.
•NCO: Sgt. Joshua Cozzens, C Company, 105th Engineer

Battalion, Vermont.

Region 3
•Soldier: Spc. Stacy Adams, Group Support Company, 20th

Special Forces Group (Airborne), Alabama.
•NCO: Sgt. 1st Class Michael Jackson, 154th Regiment

Regional Training Institute, Mississippi.
Region 4

•Soldier: Spc. Matthew Small, B Battery, 1st Battalion,
125th Field Artillery, Minnesota.
•NCO: Staff Sgt. Paul Cusick, Headquarters and

Headquarters Company, 724th Engineer Battalion,
Wisconsin.

Region 5
•Soldier: Sgt. Tracy Austin, C Company, 1st Battalion,

153rd Infantry Battalion, Arkansas.
•NCO: Staff Sgt. Benjamin Swank IV, 136th Regiment

Regional Training Institute (Combat Arms), Texas

Region 6
•Soldier: Spc. Randi Frank, 109th Engineer Battalion,

South Dakota.
•NCO: Sgt. Michael Camonayan, C Company, 1st

Battalion, 161st Infantry, Washington.
Region 7

•Soldier: Spc. Roger Alicea, 3650th Maintenance Company
Detachment, Colorado.
•NCO: Sgt. Eugene Patton, B Battery, 2nd Battalion, 157th

Field Artillery, Colorado.
US Army-Pacific

•Soldier: Spc. Melanie Nesmith, Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachment, Guam Area Command, Guam.
•NCO: Staff Sgt. Kevin Q. Dirige, Headquarters and

Headquarters Detachment, Guam Area Command, Guam.
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