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By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – He is the first com-
mand sergeant major of the National Guard
Bureau and senior enlisted advisor to the
chief, LTG H Steven Blum. He is one of the
nation’s most senior enlisted Soldiers.

He was a Vietnam combat veteran, a
Marine helicopter crew chief. He has a
Purple Heart with a Gold Star. He was a
battalion command sergeant major twice.
He is a Desert Storm veteran and a hus-
band, father and grandfather. 
Now, Command Sgt. Major John Leonard

Jr. is about to add a new title to his storied
41-year military career: Retiree.

“I’m not really looking forward to taking
off the uniform, but it’s time,” Leonard said
during two wide-ranging interviews at his
National Guard Bureau office in April.

Leonard, 59, is looking forward to spend-
ing more time with his wife Sharon, his
parents – who have been married 70 years

– his two daughters and their husbands and
his four grandchildren. “Basically, they
know me by my picture,” said the man from
Southwest Harbor on coastal Maine. “They
don’t know me as a person.”

He said he’ll enjoy spending more time
learning about the Civil War, World War II
and especially about his first war –
Vietnam – after he retires on June 26. 

“I’d like to know what we did during the
14 months I was there,” he said, reflecting
the necessarily narrow focus of combat.
Leonard shipped out as a Marine private in
1966 and returned home as a corporal. The
noncommissioned officers he learned from
were veterans of World War II and Korea.
He was twice wounded.

Each step in Leonard’s career surprised
him. “When I made corporal, I figured that
was probably the highest rank I was going
to have in the military,” he said.

By Capt. Rick Breitenfeldt
Maryland National Guard

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Md.–
The 2006 hurricane season begins in June,
and the Maryland Army National Guard’s
29th Combat Aviation Brigade has not wait-
ed for the first Atlantic storm to develop
before getting ready to help the citizens of
Maryland and, possibly, the other 53 states,
territories and the District of Columbia.

One of the brigade’s units, the 1159th
Medical Detachment, conducted critical res-
cue hoist training April 13-14 at a site near
the Maryland Army National Guard’s Army
Aviation Support Facility at Aberdeen
Proving Ground in Maryland.  

The air ambulance detachment, which has
six UH-60 Black Hawk air ambulance heli-
copters equipped with hoists, is one of only
four National Guard air ambulance units on
the East Coast.  

Col. Charles H. Schulze, Maryland’s state
Army aviation officer, has the unique chal-
lenge of ensuring that aviation units in
Maryland can train for wartime missions as
well as for state missions.  

“The thing we’re shooting for is to leverage
capability unique to the National Guard and
link that capability to highly trained swift
water and flood rescue teams in Maryland,”

Leonard retiring from a stronger Guard

Photo by Capt. Rick Breitenfeldt, Maryland National Guard

Maryland Army National Guard Sgt. Nate Bieniek prepares to lower a rescue basket from a Black Hawk helicopter as
the 29th Combat Aviation Brigade trains for this year’s hurricane season.
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON – President George W. Bush
has called for up to 6,000 National Guard
troops to be deployed along the United States’
border with Mexico to help the U.S. Border
Patrol stem the flow of illegal immigrants into
this country and to support efforts to reform the
immigration system.
The initial commitment would be for one year

while the Border Patrol begins recruiting and
training thousands of new agents and begins
beefing up its border security with new tech-
nology, the president said during a nationally
televised address on Monday night, May 15.

Bush said that the Border Patrol would be
increased by 6,000 officers by the end of 2008
and that improved technological measures
would include high-tech fences, motion sen-
sors, infrared cameras, and unmanned aerial
vehicles “to prevent illegal crossings.” 

Employing Guard troops would be one of
“several immediate steps to strengthen border
enforcement during this period of transition,”
Bush said. “One way to help during this transi-
tion is to use the National Guard.”
As new technologies and newly trained Border

Patrol agents become available, the Guard’s
presence along the border would be reduced.

Bush indicated the federal government would
coordinate with governors to place Guard
troops along the southern borders of Texas,
New Mexico, Arizona and California. 

“The Border Patrol will remain in the lead,”
Bush explained. “Guard units will not be
involved in direct law enforcement activities –
that duty will be done by the Border Patrol.”
Guard troops would assist the Border Patrol by

“operating surveillance systems, analyzing
intelligence, installing fences and vehicle barri-

President orders Guard troops to 
support southern border security
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ARLINGTON, Va. – There
were these four blind
men, so the fable goes,
who touched a different
part of an elephant and

then tried to describe the
complete animal. Although

all four deduced that the critter was pretty
darned big, they came up with some pretty
bizarre and different ideas about the nature
of the beast.

It has been much the same way with the
support efforts for Army National Guard
Soldiers. Different people have dealt with
different parts of the animal, but no one has
embraced the whole. 

Now there’s a new team in town: Well-
Being. This three-member Army Guard team
on duty at the National Guard Bureau’s Joint
Headquarters is diligently working to
account for the entire elephant. Thankfully,
they all can see perfectly well.

Headed by Maj. Michael Ford, the team is
concerned about the well-being of every
Army Guard Soldier, civilian employee and
member of their families. The other team
members are civilians Greg Wrice and
Nadine Moore. They work within the Army
Guard’s division devoted to personnel policy
and readiness.
Wrice has been a civilian management ana-

lyst with the National Guard Bureau for 21
years. Moore joined the Army Guard’s civil-
ian staff in July 2001, one of the first two
people in the Diversity Initiatives office.  

Now before you start rolling your eyes and
saying “Oh great! Another touchy-feely pro-
gram for the troops,” consider what these
folks are up to. They are striving to make
sure that all Army Guard Soldiers and their
families know how to get all of the health,
family and employment support that is avail-
able to them, especially during mobilizations
and deployments.

Most Guard Soldiers will probably never
meet the members of this team. Most have
probably never heard of Well-Being. But
these three people and their boss, Maj. David
Haupt, are making a concerted effort to
ensure that every Guard Soldier finds out
about Well-Being during the next year.     

The Well-Being team has what Wrice, the
program’s integrator, calls its three centers of

gravity: Health Services, Family Readiness,
and Employer Support for the Guard and
Reserve.

Those three groups deal with different
aspects of a Guard Soldier’s existence, Wrice

pointed out. Health Services people are con-
cerned with healthcare issues, including
mental health. Family Readiness people
assist the spouses and children of Guard
Soldiers who are on duty away from their
homes. ESGR works with Guard Soldiers
who have issues with their civilian employers
and with employers to inform them of the
Guard Soldiers’ employment rights. 

The Well-Being team is striving to make
sure that these programs and services work
together and that all Soldiers know what all
three programs can do for them. There is no
intent to replace or duplicate the efforts of
Health Services directors, state Family
Readiness directors, or ESGR coordinators,
Moore explained.

The idea, rather, is to try to get all of these
people thinking about their programs in a
holistic context.

“Everyone tends to stay in his or her own
lane,” Wrice pointed out. “We’re emphasiz-
ing the holistic approach. We’re working to
make sure that all of those people are talking
and working together.”

Well-Being is as much a philosophy as it is
a program. The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy tells us that a person’s well-being
is what is good for him or her. The Army
began coming to grips with what is good for
its Soldiers’ well-being in 2000, thanks to

Gen. Eric Shinseki, who was the Army’s
chief of staff.

The Army Guard began exploring the con-
cept of well-being in 2003. Retention is one
of the objectives. “To improve and sustain
the institutional strength of the Army
National Guard through Well-Being initia-
tives, programs and resources to meet the
needs of the Soldiers and family members,”
states the mission statement.

The idea is to take care of the total Soldier
so they will want to remain in uniform. The
fledgling program is rooted in the idea that
virtually every National Guard leader sub-
scribes to: that the Guard recruits individuals
but retains Soldiers and their families. 

Most Soldiers and their families, further-
more, consider the Guard a part-time profes-
sion. Well-Being-related programs are
intended to ensure that Soldiers have the
resources to balance the Guard, their families
and their civilian jobs.
The team has already hit the road to explain

Well-Being. They presented the concept to
Guard leaders in Alabama, North Carolina
and Ohio in 2005 because those states have
had relatively high mobilization rates during
the Global War on Terrorism, Wrice said.
They expanded their presentation this past
March and April to Region III Guard leaders
in eight southeastern states and Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands.

The team would like to see the day when
Well-Being is understood by Guard leaders
throughout the country and when representa-
tives are working in every state and territory.
All of that would undoubtedly depend on
funding and the support that National Guard
leaders give to Well-Being.

I suppose some people might at first ques-
tion the need for Well-Being, just as I did.
Why, I wondered, do we need another pro-
gram besides the healthcare, Family
Readiness, and employee support programs
that we already have?

Now, it seems to me, this is an example of
even more people thinking and talking about
what our Soldiers and their families need
when we are a nation at war and when the
National Guard is again stepping up to the
plate. And you know what? It makes good
sense to have more people, rather than fewer,
concerned about and talking about what our
Guard Soldiers and their families need.

The On Guard is published monthly
using federal funds under provisions
of AR 360-1 and AFI 35-101 by the
Command Information Branch of the
National Guard Bureau’s Public
Affairs Office for all members of 
the Army and Air National Guard. The
70,000 copies are distributed to all
National Guard units and selected
organizations throughout the Total
Force. The views and opinions
expressed herein are not necessarily
those of the Department of Defense,
the Army, the Air Force or the 
National Guard Bureau.

E-mail your stories to us by the first of
each month. We prefer that photos be
high-quality digital (200 dpi or more)
and e-mailed to: 

Editor.OnGuard@ngb.ang.af.mil

NGB-PAC
Suite 11200
1411 Jefferson Davis Highway
Arlington, VA 22202-3231

(703) 607-2647
DSN  327-2647
FAX: (703) 607-0032

www.ngb.army.mil/onguard

CHIEF
National Guard Bureau

LTG H Steven Blum

DIRECTOR
NGB, Public Affairs and

Strategic Communications
Mr. Daniel Donohue

CHIEF
NGB-Public Affairs 

Command Information
Maj. Les’ Melnyk

ACTING EDITOR
Master Sgt. Bob Haskell

SENIOR CORRESPONDENT
Master Sgt. Bob Haskell

STAFF WRITER
Sgt. Jim Greenhill

Well-Being: Caring for the total SoldierABOUT THE ON GUARD

SUBMISSION

ADDRESS

PHONE/FAX

WEB SITE

STAFF

2 JUNE 2006

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
Senior Correspondent

PAGE

2
PAGE

2

THE ON GUARDTHE ON GUARD

ARLINGTON, Va. – Memorial Day week-
end marked the beginning of the “101
Critical Days of Summer.” Statistically, this
period, which ends after Labor Day week-
end in September, is a time of increased
risk for mishaps and fatal injuries. 

Each summer, Guard members through-
out the world are needlessly injured,
National Guard officials have pointed out.
In worst-case scenarios, family members
and friends are left to mourn the death of a
loved one. Such losses affect the communi-

ty deeply and personally. Family members
and friends are forced to face the irrevoca-
ble end of an enriching and priceless rela-
tionship.

Vehicle mishaps are the leading cause of
accidental deaths during this period.
Reports about these events reveal a tragic
aspect. Nearly all of them could have been
prevented. Controls such as the driver get-
ting the proper rest, reducing their driving
speed and refraining from alcohol are crit-
ically important. 

No one is immune to mishaps or the 
distractions that often precede them.
Everyone is susceptible whether on the job,
at home or while traveling. As we enter the
101 Critical Days of Summer, Guard mem-
bers are being challenged to apply appro-
priate operational risk management tech-
niques to everything they do, whether on
military duty, performing their civilian
jobs, or enjoying summer days and nights
with their families and friends.

Think safety this summer
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By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON – Training.
Cpl. Braxton McCoy had several months to

reflect on lessons he learned from his Iraq
deployment with a field artillery unit.
Critically wounded in a Jan. 4 suicide bomb-
ing near Ramadi, the Utah National
Guardsman healed at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center into April.
When he sifted through his vivid active duty

memories, one word popped out: Training.
The 20-year-old Guard Soldier said he had

sometimes been tempted to take some aspects
of Basic Combat Training and other military
schools less than completely seriously. But in
Iraq he learned that training is the key to suc-
cess.

McCoy said he saw that everything the
Army teaches has a purpose behind it and
that the Common Task Test, an annual rein-
forcement of Soldiers’ skills, is rooted in bat-
tlefield lessons. “They’re taking it from guys
that have been there,” he said.
Although training continues in the theater of

operations, McCoy said it must be taken seri-
ously from the day a Soldier enlists. “If you
weren’t ready three hours before you left, you
aren’t going to be ready the whole time you’re
there,” he said.

And you never know when you’ll need it –
but you will. “It might be 10 minutes out of
12 months,” McCoy said.

Seconds after he was blown off his feet by a
suicide bomber, McCoy snapped to the atten-
tion to detail he learned during basic training
at Fort Benning, Ga. “As far as I could see
there was nothing but dead people and body
parts,” he said. “It was like something you’d
see in a movie. Nobody had any shoes.
Everybody got blown out of their shoes.”

McCoy enlisted in 2003, feeling that the
Army National Guard was a calling more
than a choice. He loved being a Soldier. It
went with who he was, a rural Utah kid who
rehearsed for his first bronco ride on a sheep
when he was 9 and who rode his first steer at
10.
When McCoy was fit enough to leave Walter

Reed in April, he drove home across the
country with his wife Emily in a sport utility
vehicle they bought with some of the money
he received for his wounds.

Back in Utah, McCoy said he plans to build
a home and pursue rehabilitation. The rodeo
cowboy still wants to fulfill a lifetime ambi-
tion to become qualified as a farrier, or black-
smith, but he is not certain if he will be strong
enough. He hopes to go to college which he
says he might not have considered if he had
not been injured.

McCoy repeatedly said that even if he knew
before hand that he would have to endure all
he has gone through he would do it all again.
“There’s no doubt,” he said. “For those who
have fought for it, life just has a different fla-
vor from those who haven’t. It makes you
appreciate all the small things in life.”

Volunteers
For McCoy, Jan. 4 began in earnest when he

arrived at a recruiting center in a glass facto-
ry outside Ramadi and found 1,000 Iraqis try-
ing to volunteer to be police officers.

“All of these people showed up early,”
McCoy remembered. “There were at least a
thousand people lined up all the way down
the road.”

Intelligence suggested an insurgent attack
was likely, so McCoy’s unit was especially
vigilant. A Marine dog handler with a red
heeler trained to detect explosives worked
through the crowd.

McCoy and his fellow enlisted Soldiers had
a lot of respect for a newly minted lieutenant
colonel who had been an enlisted Soldier
himself. The Soldiers respectfully called Lt.
Col. Michael McLaughlin “Colonel Mac.”

“I was speaking with Colonel Mac,” McCoy
recalls. He stared down and to the right, his
body still at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, his mind back in Iraq. “I really can’t
remember the conversation.”

McCoy does remember this: McLaughlin
said, “Let’s square this away.” McCoy briefed
his Soldiers on what the commander wanted.

The red heeler barked. The Marine handler
stood a few feet from the dog. “The dog
smelled the explosives,” McCoy said. As
trained, the red heeler started pulling an Iraqi
to the ground about 15 meters from McCoy.
“As the guy was falling down, he detonated
his vest,” McCoy said. 

Lifesaver
For a few seconds, McCoy decided he was

just fine. “I was trying to stand up,” he said.
“And I couldn’t move.” Then he was certain
he would die. “You never think about being
wounded,” he said. “It’s always you live or
you die. You never think about in between.”

He heard gunfire, but he did not feel the
AK-47 round shatter his left arm, and he was
not aware of the new injury until much later.

It seemed to McCoy that Sgt. Johnny
Humphries, the combat lifesaver running
towards him, and Spc. Lyle Gardner were tak-
ing minutes to get to him.

“I was thinking, ‘Why waste time [on me]
when you can save these other guys’ lives?’”
McCoy said.

“Tell my wife I love her,” he told Humphries.
“You’re gonna tell her yourself,” Humphries

said.
“Just the feeling of my buddy Johnny hold-

ing my head and holding my hand did me as
much good as anything,” McCoy said. 

McCoy credits the training that combat life-
savers receive with saving his life. Combat
lifesavers bridge the gap between the first aid
all Soldiers learn at basic training and the
skills of a combat medic, according to Army
course materials. At least one member of
each squad is a combat lifesaver trained to
provide lifesaving care such as stemming

severe bleeding, giving intravenous fluids or
performing a needle chest decompression to
relieve a potentially fatal tension pneumotho-
rax.
McCoy’s left leg was broken in three places.

The right leg had one break. His right hand
was shattered. That AK-47 round broke his
left arm. He suffered a head injury with some
memory loss.

At Walter Reed he pulled out a Ziploc bag
containing a couple of steel ball bearings
about the size of peas. His body was riddled
with ball bearings and shrapnel. What looks
like facial acne is ball bearing scars. Some of
the balls are still working their way to the sur-
face and out of his skin, McCoy explained.

He says the worst part of the ordeal was a
tortuous 15-minute ride in the back of a five-
ton truck to an aid station. There was also an
operating room where doctors decided he was
not strong enough to tolerate painkillers and
manipulated his broken limbs without them.
He believes these early interventions saved
him from having his leg amputated.
McCoy was flown to different aid stations in

country at least three times before he was sent
to Germany and then to Walter Reed.

He said the Army worked with his wife
almost immediately, offering to bring her to
Germany, then arranging for her to get to
Walter Reed as soon as he arrived.

At Walter Reed, McCoy said he received

outstanding care. He particularly appreciated
the Fisher House, a facility where family
members could stay while he recovered and
where he could have some freedom but still
be close to the medical staff.

Guilt
The explosion killed the Marine dog handler

and his red heeler. It killed about 60 Iraqis.
And, much later, McCoy’s friends decided he
was well enough to be told that it killed
Colonel Mac. The bomber’s vest was packed
with ball bearings. About 40 entered McCoy’s
body. Only one hit the lieutenant colonel, but
it was fatal.
“He was out there with us when he didn’t

have to be,” McCoy said. “That should say a
lot about who he was. He was a very demand-
ing officer. He made sure to get done what
needed to be done. When you’d work with
him on a personal level, he treated you like a
man. He never pushed his rank on anybody.
His family should be very proud, the type of
man that he was.”

The blast injured a Marine and another
Soldier besides himself, McCoy related.
More than 50 Iraqis were injured.

McCoy sometimes feels guilty about what
happened. “I beat myself over it,” he said. Did
he fail to exercise the requisite attention to
detail? He lived with that and many other
questions as he recovered at Walter Reed.
Then he would recall the Marine dog handler
standing about five feet from the suicide
bomber. “It obviously wasn’t obvious to any-
body,” McCoy said. But still, was there some-
thing he should have done differently?

“There couldn’t really be too much we
could’ve done,” he says. But he doesn’t listen
to his own words: He lives with the questions
and the physical pain and the nightmares. He
was certain post traumatic stress disorder was
something other people suffered until he vis-
ited a mall in his wheelchair. He felt uncom-
fortable in the crowds, wary of people who
looked vaguely like insurgents he had seen,
startled by sounds.
McCoy said he hopes time and distance will

ease his discomfort.
And he reiterates he would do it again. “My

answer is unwavering. I love the military. I
love what it did for me. I wouldn’t trade me
going [to Iraq] for anything in the world.
“I’m not a hero. Heroes deserve medals.”

McCoy said, naming several members of his
squad, including those who helped him the
day he was hurt. “They’re heroes,” he says.
“All the guys that are still over there are
heroes.”
When he thought he would die, McCoy said

he thought about things he wished he had
done. “Once it’s over, you will make sure that
you don’t ever have that regret again,” he
said.
McCoy’s wife, Emily, who sat beside him,

held his hand and listened attentively
throughout repeated interviews, broke her
silence. “So,” she said softly, “you’ll pick
flowers with me.”

“Uh-huh,” McCoy said, tugging at the brim
of the cowboy hat he wears much of the 
time. It’s about as emphatic a “yes” as he
can give.

Wounded warrior: Training key to combat success
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Photo by Sgt. Jim Greenhill, National GuardBureau

Utah Army National Guard Cpl. Braxton McCoy recuperated at the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., after being wounded in Iraq
in January. Army training, including combat lifesaving, saved his life, McCoy
maintained. 
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said Schulze, who has worked full time for the Maryland
Guard in aviation since 1989. 
“Linking military and civilian fire department rescue capa-

bilities carries out the brigade commander’s intent of devel-
oping plans, capabilities and exercising skill that may be
needed when the brigade responds to a domestic emer-
gency,” Schulze said. Col. Fritz Kirklighter is the brigade
commander.

National Guard officials maintain that the Guard is gener-
ally the first military organization called on to respond to
natural disasters and other
significant incidents in this country. 

“The National Guard saved the lives of more than 17,000
people in the wake of Hurricane Katrina and airlifted more
than 88,000 to other locations.” said Jack Harrison, a
spokesperson for the National Guard Bureau in Arlington,
Va.

Schulze, who is also working to develop and strengthen
relations with other state agencies such as the Maryland State
Police, Maryland Emergency Management Agency and the
Maryland State Swiftwater and Flood Response Association,
said that partnerships with those agencies are especially
essential during the preparation and response phases of
domestic emergencies.

“It’s imperative that we train together so that in a life-threat-
ening situation the military and civilian rescue people can
work together, resulting in an effective and favorable out-
come,” said Schulze.

“It’s important to cultivate these relationships through the
state government and the state emergency operations center
so that we can be prepared to respond to swift water and
flood emergencies here in Maryland - or elsewhere in the
country,” he added.  

Sgt. 1st Class Donald Claxton, Maryland’s senior enlisted
aviation trainer at the Army Aviation Support Facility,
agreed.  

“That kind of mission is good for us,” said Claxton. “We
owe the citizens of Maryland our services. We have the
equipment and they deserve use of it. That’s the bottom line
as far as I’m concerned.” 

Other than fires, floods are the most common and wide-
spread natural disasters. According to officials at the
Maryland State Swiftwater and Flood Response Association,
nearly 100 people drown in floods each year in the United
States.

According to Sgt. Nate L. Bieniek, a helicopter crew chief
and hoist operator, this specialized requirement requires a
coordinated effort from everyone involved in the rescue mis-
sion as well as a lot of communication.
“The biggest thing for us in the back [of the helicopter] is to
make sure we don't slam someone back into the ground or
snag them in the trees on the way up,” said Bieniek who must
constantly scan the scene to make sure the pilots are not drift-
ing and that the rescue cable isn't getting caught on anything.  

“The things we're doing in the back may not be apparent to
an outside observer,” said Bieniek. “I'm constantly adjusting
the slack in the cable or taking slack out so there is a little bit
of maneuver room.”  

Each rescue helicopter hoist has 258 feet of rescue cable
capable of lifting nearly 600 pounds.

“That cable is moving down at 250 feet per minute at high
speed,” said Claxton, “So at the bottom you have to stop it
before you want it to stop because it takes about 5 or 10 feet
to decelerate.  

“It doesn’t look complicated from outside the helicopter,
but when you're actually working that hoist control, there are
like 40 things going on at the same time,” said Claxton.
Schulze is confident that the Maryland Guard is ready for
any situation.
“The biggest lesson for everyone is an old lesson,” said
Schulze. “In a crisis you only rise to the level of your 
training.” 

A real life hoist rescue mission is high risk, according to
Claxon, but the members of the 1159th Air Ambulance
Detachment are ready to assist the citizens of Maryland any-
one else in the country if they are called.

“We’ve got the equipment, we’ve got the people, and we’ve
got the resources, said Claxon. “Let’s use them.”

Photo by Capt. Rick Breitenfeldt, Maryland National Guard

Sgt. Nate Bieniek brings a “survivor” aboard a
Maryland Army National Guard helicopter during
the 29th Combat Aviation Brigade’s recent hurri-
cane training exercise.

Photo by Capt. Rick Breitenfeldt, Maryland National Guard

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Timothy Siebold monitors
rescue hoist training from his front seat in a
Maryland Army National Guard 29th Combat
Aviation Brigade helicopter. 
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Maryland Army Guard

By 1st Lt. Shantece Wade               
Air Forces Northern

TYNDALL AFB, Fla. – Nearly 30 senior enlisted leaders
from across the services have joined forces to plan and pre-
pare for this year’s hurricane season that began June 1.

Air Forces Northern hosted a Senior Enlisted Leadership
Conference May 3 at Tyndall Air Force Base to focus on
disaster response and military operations in the wake of a
natural disaster.  

The senior noncommissioned officers worked together
during the two-day workshop to develop a greater under-
standing of how the Department of Defense would best
support state governors and their National Guard units dur-
ing natural disasters.

“The primary reason we held the conference was to bring
together the senior enlisted leaders that would most likely
be involved with any type of hurricane response,” said
Chief Master Sgt. Allen Usry, Air Forces Northern com-
mand chief. “Developing these joint relationships would
allow us to function more efficiently and help us better pre-
pare our troops and support our citizens.”

One of the major issues was how to coordinate a federal
response with state and local officials, including the Army
and Air National Guard units assigned to them.

“Duplication of command and control functions among
the services initially hampered the relief effort during
Hurricane Katrina,” said Army Guard Command Sgt. Maj.
John Leonard, the National Guard Bureau’s senior enlisted
advisor. “We’re trying to prevent that from happening again
by coordinating here to improve future disaster relief
processes. That's the ultimate goal, to learn from our mis-
takes.”

Representatives described their agencies and roles during
humanitarian relief operations. Each enlisted leader also
highlighted the capabilities of their component, their com-
mand authorities and interagency coordination.

“As senior enlisted leaders, we’re light years ahead of
where we were last year around hurricane season because
we’re here now talking about the lessons learned and every-
one’s different capabilities,” said Usry. “This creates a very
good environment for us to go into the season with.”
Commands and agencies represented included the U.S.
Northern Command, Air Forces Northern, Army North,
Marine Forces North, U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic, Joint
Forces Command, Joint Task Force Civil Support, Federal
Aviation Administration, National Guard Bureau, and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Enlisted leaders prepare for hurricane season
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“Sometimes I have to pinch myself.”
He has held numerous leadership positions, including com-

mand sergeant major of the Army National Guard and senior
enlisted advisor to the assistant secretary of defense for
Reserve Affairs.

Leonard tried to emulate a sergeant he respected. “He inter-
viewed and got to know each person as they were assigned to
him,” Leonard said. That sergeant encouraged honesty from
each Soldier, remembered important dates in the Soldier’s life,
and knew details such as whether the Soldier was accompa-
nied or unaccompanied by a spouse and children.

“Being a noncommissioned officer means many things
today,” Leonard said. NCOs now must be willing to provide
guidance to Soldiers who face a variety of challenges that were
less common when Leonard enlisted, such as coming from a
single-parent family. NCOs must be sensitive to diversity and
be equally comfortable leading women as well as men, he said.

“Diversity is our strength,” Leonard said. “We are America’s
Army, and we should look like America.”
When Soldiers were unhappy or performing poorly, Leonard

often found the cause had nothing to do with wearing the uni-
form. “It was usually some influence outside of the military,”
he said. Help the Soldier fix the problem, and morale
improves, he has learned.

As he prepares to leave, Leonard is proud of the National
Guard’s status during the Global War on Terrorism, and he is
optimistic about its future.

“The Guard has changed immensely,” he said. “It’s probably
the most respected military force in our country.”

That respect is based on the Guard’s versatility, on the pub-
lic’s understanding of the double duty Guard members per-
form as civilians and Airmen or Soldiers, on the all-volunteer
force, on the sacrifice Guard members make, and on the sac-
rifice their families make.

When Leonard joined the Maine Army National Guard in
1972, his aviation unit had five older UH-1H helicopters,
some OH-23s and a fixed-wing airplane. There were no
bonuses. Military schools were extremely limited after a
Soldier had completed advanced individual training.

“The Guard had old equipment,” he said. “We were not
resourced until the Reagan years. We were just a manpower
pool.”
Training was often OJT – On the Job.
Leonard said the dramatic change started with Desert Shield

and Desert Storm in 1990-91 when the modern Guard proved
itself as an operational force instead of a strategic reserve. The
Minutemen haven’t looked back since.

“The Guard we’re in today is trained exactly like our active
duty counterparts,” he said. “There’s a plan afloat to make sure
we have the same equipment.”

Desert Storm, where Leonard saw Guard members integrate
with regulars and other reservists, was one of the command
sergeant major’s career highpoints. In his second war, Leonard
was sergeant major for an Army National Guard battalion
headquarters. “To do what all those years of training set you
up for – that was very, very rewarding,” he said.

During Desert Storm, Leonard once more saw different mil-
itary branches working together closely. “Everybody gains,”
he said. “The taxpayer benefits from it. The service members
benefit. We have been operating in a joint environment since
Desert Storm. Now, we’re getting into it more and more.”

The Air National Guard set the example of adapting to joint
operations, Leonard said. “The Air National Guard has been
the model,” he said. “I see them as creating a model in the way
the reserve components will probably operate with other
branches in the future.”

The Global War on Terrorism has accelerated the Guard’s

transformation, he said. “This war has really helped us with
modifying and becoming an operational force.”

But Leonard said the operations tempo has remained high
since Desert Storm. 

“It did not slow down a very great deal,” he said.
Between Desert Storm and the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist

attacks, an average of 53,000 reserve component troops saw
active duty every year. Guard members served in Bosnia,
Kosovo, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the Sinai, Central America and
many other places – in addition to performing domestic mis-
sions.

“We’ve been tested,” he said. “We’ve had opportunities for
our leaders to lead. There really is very little difference from
the regular Army, especially now that we’re an operational
force and not a strategic force.”

Here are a few of his parting thoughts: 
On being a competent noncommissioned officer: “You

definitely have to be proficient at whatever your military occu-
pational specialty is. It’s not only about how well you do that.
It’s about knowing the Army or the Air Force. If you don’t know
your service, you can’t advise people. It’s about knowing your
people. It’s about taking care of families. We enlist the Soldier
or Airman and retain the family.”

On noncommissioned versus commissioned service: “Do
you want to be the doer or do you want to be the leader? Would
you rather be the one who twists the wrench, fires the weapon,
or drives the vehicle? As a noncommissioned officer, you have
done everything that you’re going to ask your troops to do. And
your troops know that. That builds a bond and a trust. It does-
n’t necessarily build a ‘like.’ I didn’t like a sergeant I had in
Vietnam – but I respected him.”

On serving in the armed forces: “Putting on the uniform
helped me grow up. I was a young man who didn’t really think
much about the future. The military taught me that life is valu-
able – to make what you can out of your life instead of waiting
for the golden ring to come down. You can shape a lot of how
your life comes out, and you can’t do it alone.”

On what he’ll miss: “The people. The dedication. The car-
ing. The military society itself is unique because you’re part of
a team.”

On the future of the Guard: “The National Guard is going
to continue to be America’s Army and Air Force. The people in
this nation have seen what we’re capable of and what we’re
prepared to do and the types of people who are in the Guard.
The National Guard will continue to be the envy of every other
nation. Nobody has been able to duplicate what we have in our
National Guard.”

FROM PAGE 1
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Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell, National Guard Bureau

Command Sgt. Maj. John Leonard Jr. has talked and
dined with National Guard enlisted troops every-
where he has traveled around the world in his
capacity as the first command sergeant major and
senior enlisted advisor for the chief of the National
Guard Bureau. 

ARLINGTON, Va. – Former Mississippi Congressman
Gillespie V. “Sonny” Montgomery, a retired National Guard
two-star general and one of the Guard’s most important con-
gressional advocates during the second half of the 20th cen-
tury, has died.

Montgomery was 85 when he died May 12 at Jeff
Anderson Regional Medical Center in his native Meridian,
Miss., after a long illness.

He authored the 1984 Montgomery G.I. Bill that made it
possible for many service members, including National
Guard Soldiers and Airmen, to acquire post-secondary edu-
cations, and he championed the needs of veterans during his
30 years in Congress.

“Congressman ‘Sonny’ Montgomery’s contributions to the
men and women of the National Guard and the other mili-
tary services are beyond measure,” said LTG H Steven
Blum, chief of the National Guard Bureau. “He did so many
things to help define and shape our Guard force that enabled
us to transform from a strategic reserve into an operational
entity and equal partner with the other military services for
the 21st century’s Global War on Terrorism.”

The G.I. Bill, Montgomery’s most enduring legacy, was
formalized by Congress in 1987. Tens of thousands of
Guard members took advantage of the program, a National
Guard Bureau historian has stated, and it is credited with

boosting recruiting for the entire all-volunteer force.    
President George W. Bush awarded Montgomery the

Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest American civil-

ian honor, in November 2005. 
Montgomery served in the U.S. House of Representatives

from 1967-97. He was chairman of the House Veterans
Affairs Committee for 13 years.

He also served in the Army and Army National Guard for
35 years. He was a lieutenant in the 12th Armored Division
in Europe during World War II. He was mobilized as an
Army Guard officer with the 31st Infantry Division for the
Korean War and remained on active duty until 1952. He
retired from the Mississippi Guard as a state major general
in 1980.

Montgomery’s memory is perpetuated in many places,
including within the National Guard world.

Congressman Montgomery, “Mr. National Guard,” dead 
at 85.

A gunnery range at the Camp Shelby training facility in
Mississippi was named the G.V. Montgomery Multi-Purpose
Range Complex in December 2005. That, coincidentally, is
the facility where many National Guard Soldiers are under-
going training before deploying for combat duty overseas.

The National Guard Association of the United States’ sec-
ond highest award bears Montgomery’s name, and the
largest meeting room in the association’s National Guard
Memorial in Washington is named for him.

Photo by Master Sgt. Paul Cook, National Guard Bureau

Former Congressman Gillespie “Sonny”
Montgomery is flanked by LTG H Steven Blum,
chief of the National Guard Bureau, and LTG Roger
Schultz, former director of the Army National
Guard. Montgomery was 85 when he died May 12. 

Congressman Montgomery, “Mr. National Guard,” dies at 85
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By Chief Master Sgt. Gonda Moncada
Texas National Guard

AUSTIN, Texas – If you blink, you could eas-
ily overlook a group of approximately 120 Air
National Guard Airmen on duty on one of the
largest U.S. Army posts in the country. However,
what these passionate and dedicated men and
women do every day means life or death for mil-
itary personnel from every branch of the service.

The Texas Air Guard’s 204th Security Forces
Squadron occupies a small complex of buildings
on Biggs Army Airfield at Fort Bliss, an Army
post of 1.1 million acres stretching from the city
of El Paso to the state of New Mexico.

One of 204th’s new missions is to provide
expert tactical training in conjunction with a
tough detainee operations course for people
preparing to serve in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
Air Guard unit’s members teach others how to
guard detainees and support convoys.

Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Air Force chief of
staff, recently acknowledged the mission:
“Presently, Airmen are meeting the challenges
of filling Central Command shortfalls in several
critical roles which are non-traditional for
Airmen, including convoy support, detainee
operations, protective service details, law and
order detachments, military transition teams and
provincial reconstitution teams. Detainee opera-
tions and convoy support are our most heavily
supported missions,” he said.

“Airmen attend training at Fort Lewis, Wash.,
or Fort Dix, N.J., where they learn the funda-
mentals of detainee security, handling and inter-
action,” Moseley continued. “At the conclusion
of this training, Airmen move forward to a
detainee facility in theater and receive addition-
al training. Airmen provide convoy support in
the form of heavy weapons teams supporting
long-haul convoy operations. These Airmen
attend heavy weapons training followed by a
convoy-training course. From that training plat-
form, Airmen deploy forward to support theater
operations.”

The 204th SFS has been added to the list of
approved faculty and training organizations for
this type of training. The 204th is gearing up for
its third 30-day class.

Tech. Sgt. Michael Dailey, one of the faculty
members and a former Green Beret, explained
that Fort Bliss was chosen for this type of train-
ing because of the vast expanse of desert topog-
raphy which is similar to conditions in
Afghanistan and Iraq. The conditions on the fir-
ing range and in the mock detention center are
brutal, especially during the blistering heat of an
El Paso summer. That’s the way the instructors
like it.
The Air Force realized it had a diamond in the

rough in the 204th SFS and decided to utilize the
experience its members had gained overseas.
The course is an intense 30-day classroom and

hands-on experience for the men and women
whose mission will be to conduct convoy sup-
port or detainee operations. 
“We will give them the tools to shoot, move and

communicate,” Dailey said. “The Army has a
corrections specialist military occupational
series, meaning that personnel in that career
field will receive training specifically geared to
Soldiers working in a corrections facility envi-
ronment. The Air Force and Air Guard do not, so
they stand to gain most from this theater emer-
sion training.

“The student body averages a ratio of 75 per-

cent active duty and 25 percent reservists,” he
added. The training concepts are based on les-
sons learned and written by subject matter
experts with in-theater battle experience. They
are constructed to supplement traditional Air
Education and Training Center and U.S. Army
Training and Doctrine Command lesson plans
and curricula.

“We teach confidence level and faith in your-
self and other troops to conduct operations out-

side the wire,” Dailey said. Translation: Military
members are capable of defending themselves
on a protected air base and to operate outside
protected zones and to engage and eliminate the
enemy.

“We are instilling the warrior spirit in our Air
Force and Air Guard personnel,” Dailey said.

Most of the 204th SFS members are prior
Army, Marine, Special Ops, Navy and Air Force
personnel and bring a wealth of
experience to those who are in
their charge. The warrior spirit
doctrine is emphasized in the
Air Force Basic Training
course. Members of the 204th
are proud of their current Air
Force affiliation, but are equally
proud of their prior service. 

“More and more Air Force
officers like myself are in
charge overseas, and our agree-
ment with the Army to defend
our air bases has expired, so it is
imperative that Air Force offi-
cers and enlisted receive this
training,” explained Col. Scott
Elliott, a former Army Ranger
who commands the 204th SFS.

“Gen. Moseley has changed
the mindset that Air Force per-
sonnel should not operate out-
side the confines of protected
airbases but engage in active
patrols, and eliminate the
threat,” added Elliott who has
recently returned from Iraq.

Dailey added, “Our mission
does not stop at the gate. We are
capable of aggressive patrolling
outside the wire,” explained
Master Sgt. Gerald Murray.

The Texas Air Guard unit has
never strayed from that doctrine
and has earned a reputation
since 9-11 of being “the guys
from the 204th.” Such com-
ments as “I know you guys” are

often heard during conferences. 
The training center is hot and dusty, and stu-

dents fire weapons until the weapons feel like
part of them. Students deal with irate
“detainees” who know all the tricks and will use
them to their advantage.

The detainee center looks foreboding and
impenetrable with its barbed wire and observa-
tion towers. Bodily fluids become flying objects
to be avoided at all cost, and every nook and
cranny of the compound is fair game for the
“detainees” to hide weapons fashioned from
smuggled objects. The students have to account
for each detainee 24 hours a day and be respon-
sible for the health and welfare of the detainees
as well as their religious observances five times
a day.
The training is tough. However, the instructors

instill the dedication to mission they have exhib-
ited during overseas deployments and during
Hurricane Katrina when they successfully evac-
uated thousands of citizens from the Superdome
in New Orleans during a grueling week of little
sleep, few showers and raw emotions.

Besides Dailey, the faculty consists of Master
Sgt. Ernest De La O; Tech. Sgts. Adrian Gomez,
Victor Adkins, Louis Villanueva and Cesar
Prieto; Staff Sgts. Linda Collaso and Alfredo
Favela; Senior Airmen Paula Palacios and
Waldemar Suarez; and Airmen 1st Class Arturo
Garcia and Miguel Nevarez.
Most of them have long since given up on their

civilian jobs because they have so frequently
volunteered for deployments. De La O used to
work as a maintenance technician for a school
district. Prieto used to work in a law office.

Gomez was a Border Patrol. Favela was a police
officer. Palacios was a student. Now they all
serve their country in the Texas Air National
Guard and almost begrudge their short respite
from overseas duty.

“These guys will take rank reductions to join
the 204th,” Elliott said. “No squadron touches
our deployment record.” Then, as if on cue, he
received a phone call increasing the number of
Airmen required for an upcoming overseas
deployment.

The 204th SFS also employs dedicated civil-
ians. Gloria Lerma, one of the civilian employ-
ees since November 1990, is sometimes called
“the voice of the 204th” because when every-
body around her is deployed, she is at her post
taking care of business. She organized a C-130
water and supply drop in New Orleans for her
men and women and was able to stay in touch
via the few cell phones still in service in
Louisiana. She was never too tired to pass on
information to spouses and children.

Donald Ellis, a retired Army sergeant first
class, is another civilian employed in the motor
pool. During Hurricane Katrina he moved gen-
erators, vehicles and equipment. Like Ms.
Lerma, he worked 60 hours a week and some-
times more. 

“I cannot make them do it. They volunteer,”
Elliott said.
“Weapons familiarization training is like giving

somebody a weapon and telling him or her to
pull the trigger, but not teaching the Airmen 
to take their weapon off safe,” Elliott 
observed. “Our personnel need the skills to 
handle a weapon confidently.” 
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Photo by Chief Master Sgt. Gonda Moncada,

Texas National Guard
A civilian instructor who conducts
detainee training shows Texas Air
National Guard Col. Scott Elliott, left,
204th Security Forces commander, a
piece of equipment used to control
detainees.
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Texas Air Guard unit trains people for demanding detainee, convoy duties

ers, building patrol roads, and providing training,” the
president explained.
The number of Guard troops would be reduced after

the initial year “as new Border Patrol agents and new
technologies come online,” Bush said.

The border duty would not affect the National
Guard’s ability to perform its other duties, the presi-
dent said.
“It is important for Americans to know that we have
enough Guard forces to win the war on terror, to
respond to natural disasters and to help secure our
border,” he stated.
The National Guard Bureau reported that the Army

and Air National Guard have a total of 440,000 men
and women of which 71,000 are currently engaged in
the Global War on Terrorism.

“The National Guard can do this mission. We have
the skills, the capabilities and the available, highly-
trained people,” Guard officials stated. “Our Citizen-
Soldiers and Citizen-Airmen will perform this mis-
sion under the command and control of the governors
and under the funding of the federal government, on
Title 32 status,” they added.

“The United States is not going to militarize the
southern border,” the president said. “Mexico is our
neighbor, and our friend.”

Guard engineer units have built fences and roads
along the southern border during annual training rota-
tions for more than 20 years. Additionally, the
National Guard has been supporting counter-drug
missions along the border since 1989.

This is not the first time that Bush has asked for

National Guard troops to support domestic authorities
for an extended period.

In 2002, more than 1,300 Guard troops assisted the
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, the
Border Patrol, and the U.S. Customs Service in con-
ducting inspections at 52 sites in 12 states along the
northern and southern borders. 
Airport security became a major Guard mission dur-

ing the winter of 2001-02, early into the war against
terrorism.

Nearly 9,000 Army and Air Guard members were
assigned to 444 airports by December 2001 after the
president requested additional personnel during that
holiday season, a National Guard Bureau official
reported. Less than half of that number remained on
duty when the airport mission was completed at the
end of May 2002. 

“Your mere presence at the checkpoints no doubt
averted would-be criminals and terrorists who have,
presumably, chosen other paths of less resistance,”
praised Christopher Browne, Reagan National
Airport’s vice president and manager, as the troops
were leaving the commercial airport closest to
Washington.

That supported an observation by Guard officials
that the National Guard is a vital asset to this country
and has a proven track record for success in providing
military support to civilian authorities.

“The National Guard’s past performance is indica-
tive of future success,” maintained officials who are
confident that the Guard would help the effort to deter
illegal immigrants from crossing the southern border
as it did to keep terrorists away from the airports.

FROM PAGE 1

President orders
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Guarding AmericaGuarding America
COLORADO: The National Guard
Association of Colorado recently held its
annual conference in Colorado Springs.
Officers and enlisted members from the
Army and Air National Guard attended. The
association works with the state and federal
governments for the betterment of the
Colorado Guard. Its efforts have brought
about benefits such as unlimited commissary
privileges, TRICARE insurance for tradi-
tional Guard members, an increase in the
Montgomery G.I. Bill, and expanded Service
Member’s Group Life Insurance.
MAINE: Two Army Guard Soldiers in B
Company, 3rd Battalion, 172nd Infantry,
died in an attack in Iraq on May 6. Staff Sgt.
Dale James Kelly Jr. of Richmond, Maine,
and Staff Sgt. David Michael Veverka, a stu-
dent at the University of Maine, Orono, and
hometown of Jamestown, Pa., were killed. A
third Maine Guard Soldier, Pvt. Christopher
Fraser of Windsor from the 1136th
Transportation Company and attached to
Company B, was seriously injured in the
attack and has been transferred to medical
facilities in Landstuhl, Germany.
MICHIGAN: The Michigan National
Guard’s 51st Civil Support Team has suc-
cessfully completed a recertification exer-
cise.  The 22-member team based at Fort
Custer was alerted to deploy to Harrisburg,

Pa., for the 18-month requirement.
The 51st was evaluated in 15
tasks, each with additional sub-
tasks. The unit was rated as
“trained” in every task and
received a “go” in every
subtask, a rare final score.
The team was also rated
“trained” in all 15 tasks
during its last evaluation.
The team is Michigan’s
only full time National
Guard unit trained and
equipped to support local and
regional response agencies dur-
ing a known or suspected weapons
of mass destruction incident.  
MISSISSIPPI: The Mississippi National
Guard tested its Quick Reactionary Force
and 47th Civil Support Team in late April by
responding to a scenario in which a biologi-
cal toxin was suspected at a multipurpose
center near Canton, Miss. About 80
Mississippi Army Guard Soldiers were flown
to the scene in Black Hawk helicopters to
establish a perimeter around the area as the
civil support team geared up to enter the area
and identify the chemical agent. Meanwhile,
in preparation for the 2006 hurricane season,
Guard members also conducted an exercise
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast to test new

communications systems, deter-
mine additional distribution

points for ice, food and water,
and identify additional stag-
ing areas to provide a faster
response during hurricane
support operations.
MISSOURI: Two me-
mbers of the Missouri
National Guard played a
role in the opening cere-

mony for the new Busch
Stadium in St. Louis as they

helped raise the American
flag before the Cardinals’

minor league baseball exhibition
game April 4. Air Guard Senior

Master Sgt. Mark Funk and Army Guard
Spc. Michael Van Horn represented the
state’s 10,000 Guard members and all of the
men and women of the U.S. Armed Forces
when they raised an American flag that was
flown over Iraq and then given to the
Cardinals by members of the Missouri Army
National Guard. The 131st Fighter Wing also
provided the Honor Guard for the opening
ceremony.
PENNSYLVANIA: The Pennsylvania
National Guard has cleared its final environ-
mental hurdle for fielding a Stryker brigade.
Lt. Gen. Clyde Vaughn, director of the Army

National Guard, signed a Record of Decision
April 13. This decision gives Pennsylvania
the green light to begin building ranges and
facilities for the 56th Stryker Brigade
Combat Team. Stryker fielding involves 85
construction actions. The overall investment
in the Pennsylvania National Guard will be
$1.5 billion.  
SOUTH DAKOTA: The 109th Engineer
Group has been awarded the Meritorious
Unit Commendation for exceptional service
during its Operation Enduring Freedom tour
in Afghanistan from May 2004 to May 2005.
The 76-member unit set up its headquarters
at Bagram Airfield with a forward tactical
operations center located at Kandahar
Airfield. The group’s mission was to provide
command, control, and engineering design
management of assigned U.S. and Coalition
Engineer units across the combined joint
operations area in support of the Combined
Joint Tack Force 76 mission to establish a
stable and secure Afghanistan and deter or
defeat the re-emergence of terrorism.
UTAH: The 120 Soldiers of the 115th
Maintenance Company returned from a 15-
month deployment in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom on April 14. The unit per-
formed vehicle maintenance and provided
security at forward operating bases and in
logistical support areas in Iraq.

By Maj. Hank McIntire
Utah National Guard

DRAPER, Utah – Spc. Shauna Rohbock of
the Joint Forces Headquarters, and a Winter
Olympics silver medalist, reenlisted in the
Utah Army National Guard in a ceremony
at the Draper headquarters building on
April 24.

Brig. Gen. Bruce Frandsen, the assistant

adjutant general for the Utah Army Guard,
administered the oath of enlistment to
Rohbock as Guard officials, reporters and
her Olympic teammate and fellow silver
medalist Valerie Fleming looked on.

Rohbock, the driver, and Fleming, the
brakeman, finished second in the women’s
bobsled event during the 2006 Torino Winter
Games in February.

Photo by Ray Carsey, Utah National Guard

Spc. Shauna Rohbock, left, and teammate Valerie Fleming pose with their
Olympic bobsled silver medals following Rohbock's reenlistment in the Utah
Army National Guard on April 24.
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Winter Olympic silver medalist extends Guard career

Michael Chertoff, secretary of Homeland Security, visited with members
of the Georgia and South Carolina National Guard during his recent tour
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s regional headquarters in
Thomasville, Ga. The secretary observed the extensive capabilities of the
National Guard in its ever-increasing homeland security role. Maj. Gen.
Terry Nesbitt, right, commander of the Georgia Army Guard, accompanied
Chertoff during the tour of the federal, state and local emergency respon-
ders at the FEMA facility. Chertoff said he is “very confident” that federal
and state resources are ready for the upcoming hurricane season. The
Georgia Guard’s 4th Civil Support Team provided its unified command
suite and communications vans, and a Georgia counter-drug helicopter
crew participated in the half-day demonstration. 

Homeland Security chief Chertoff visits Georgia Guard
Photo by Georgia National Guard
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By Spc. Riley Huskey
Nebraska Army National Guard

LINCOLN, Neb. – More than 200 National
Guard runners from across the United States
descended upon Lincoln, Neb., May 7, with
one goal in mind: making the team.

Every May, Army and Air National Guard
runners from across the United States come
to Lincoln, Neb., to compete in the Lincoln
National Guard Marathon in hopes of secur-
ing a spot on the All-Guard Marathon Team. 
Leading the way for the Guard this year was

Puerto Rico Air National Guard 1st Lt.
William Bohlke, who crossed the finish line
in 2 hours, 34 minutes, 11 seconds, good
enough for third overall in the 26.2-mile race
that attracted more than 4,000 competitors.

Lt. Gen. Clyde Vaughn, director of the
Army National Guard and wearing a
National Guard running uniform, congratu-
lated every runner who crossed the finish
line. 

“Going into the marathon, I was wondering
what I was able to do,” said Bohlke, an Air
Guard pilot. “After training hard for six
months, I was not going to let my hard work
go to waste. I was not going to let my train-
ing affect my performance.”

After graduating from a rigorous and men-
tally challenging aircrew survival training

course just two days before the race, Bohlke
said he went into this year’s National Guard
Marathon team trials with big goals.

“If I do not get deployed, I plan on winning
the Air Force Marathon,” Bohlke said. “I
brought home the gold last year for the half-
marathon, so there’s no reason I can’t win the
full. My biggest goal would be to win all of
the Armed Forces marathons.”

Bohlke said his survival training was his
motivation for the Lincoln race.

“You can take whatever it is that you’re
doing and use it as motivation,” he said. “I’m
just happy. This race proves to me that I’m
taking a step in the right direction. It’s easy to
get burned out.”
Bohlke credited the weather in Lincoln with

contributing to his winning time. 
“There may have been a slight breeze today,

but the overcast sky was the winning kicker,”
Bolke said. “When it came to keeping my
pace on the course I kept telling myself,
‘Stick to your guns. It’ll all come back.’”

Bohlke wasn’t the only top Guard runner
with eyes on big goals for the upcoming sea-
son.

Staff Sgt. James Bresette, a surface
mechanic with the Arkansas Army Guard’s
224th Maintenance Co., said he was happy
with his time in this year’s Lincoln race

which he completed in 2:43.12. Still, he’s got
bigger goals in mind.

“My overall goal for this season is to set a
new personal record,” said Bresette, who
won the Guard’s Masters Division for people
over 40 and who finished 10th overall in
Lincoln. “Because I’m in school now, taking
college algebra, I’ve had to cut my mileage.
After today, this season looks very promis-
ing. Even with the cutbacks, I’m still right
where I want to be.

“I’m getting old, but as long as I can keep
running, I’m going to try and continue to
reach that goal,” said Bresette.

Bresette said that controlled running was a
key for him in Lincoln. 

“By about mile 12, I thought I better main-
tain my motivation. I went out too fast,
slowed down in the middle and knew I need-
ed to finish strong,” he said. “Between miles
12 and 18, I slowed down, recovered and
went back to my normal pace.”
While the top men runners were focused on

making the All-Guard team, this year’s top
Guard female runner was also excited to be
in Lincoln. 

Sgt. Michelle Elliott, an Apache helicopter
mechanic with the Missouri Army Guard’s
135th Aviation Battalion, traveled to Lincoln

by herself as the only member of the
Missouri team. She said she had learned
about the team shortly before the marathon. 
She also had high hopes.

“I just wanted to come here and make the
team,” said Elliott, who won the Guard
women’s division in 3:21.47, placing ninth
overall among the women. “It’s such an
honor to be here and now become a member
of this team. I just wish more people knew
this program was here and available.” 

“I love what I do, and I love being in the
Guard,” Elliott said. “I don’t know where I
would be right now if I wasn’t in the Guard.
This has completely changed my life.”

Elliott was ecstatic with the response she
saw from the crowd.

“I have not seen more excitement or moti-
vation in the supporters that come out to
cheer on the race than here in Lincoln,”
Elliott said. “Out of nine, this is the best
marathon I’ve ever run.”

The Lincoln National Guard Marathon
serves as the annual qualifier for the All-
Guard Marathon Team, which annually com-
petes in races across the United States, rep-
resenting the National Guard and helping the
organization’s recruiting efforts. The team is
made up 40 men and 15 women. 

By Sgt. Katie Loseke
Nebraska National Guard

LINCOLN, Neb. – After months of jogging
through ankle-deep sand in Iraq and Kuwait,
National Guard members from across the
nation returned to the states to pound the
pavement in Lincoln, Neb.

More than 200 Army and Air National
Guard members competed in the 2006
Lincoln National Guard Marathon May 7.
For many of those Guard athletes, this year’s
rigorous 26.2-mile race was a welcome
reprieve after serving for months in the
Middle East.

Every state that sent runners to the Lincoln
Marathon experienced losses during the
Global War On Terrorism and was missing
team members due to deployments. Most of
the teams, during the state roll call held the
night before the race, pledged their run to a
teammate who was serving or had been lost
overseas.

“The deployments have affected us in
numerous ways. We have lost friends, lost
time, and lost training, but we have not lost
our spirit. We will continue to run hard just
like we will continue to fight hard,” said
Louisiana Army Guard Capt. John Plunkett.
“It’s great to get back into the program after

missing a year,” said Staff Sgt. Robert
Schnell, one of the newest, old members of
the All-Guard Marathon Team. “Emptying
the sand out of my running shoes was a small
price to pay for winning a spot on the team.” 

Schnell, a motor sergeant with the Arizona
Army Guard’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachment, 158th Corps
Support Battalion, is one of many runners
who returned from a deployment within the
last year and still managed to qualify for the
team, despite the limited training time avail-
able overseas.  

According to Schnell, the 125 degree heat
that he had to run in while serving at Camp
Arifjan, Kuwait, from August 2004 to
September 2005 did not deter him from his
training.  He made the All-Guard team for
the sixth time with a time of 2 hours, 45 min-
utes, 27 seconds.

“I love being a part of the team. It is one of
the reasons I stay in Guard,” said Schnell.
“The obstacles I faced while training were
nothing next to the rewards you get as a
member of the team.”

Plunkett first battled the heat and sand he
encountered while serving at Camp
Anaconda in Balad, Iraq, then he battled the
wrath of Hurricane Katrina less than six
months after he came home from the desert.
“I thought running while wearing battle rat-

tle overseas was hard, but it was impossible
to run in the 12 feet of water that filled the
streets and buildings of New Orleans,” said
Plunkett.
Plunkett, who was deployed from the spring

of 2004 to the spring of 2005, said he had
just started to get back into his training rou-

tine when the hurricane hit the Gulf Coast in
late August. As a UH-60 Black Hawk pilot,
Plunkett was one of the first rescuers on the
scene.

Plunkett said he began flying rescue mis-
sions the day the hurricane hit and didn’t
stop until October. He said they were flying
16-20 hours a day and sleeping on the
Superdome helicopter pad, which left little
time for training.
“We were rescuing 400-500 people a day. It

took a lot of coordination, speed, and deter-
mination. It was definitely training, just not
the type of training I was use to,” said
Plunkett.

Plunkett returned to his home in February
after his Hurricane Katrina deployment was
finished. 

“I got in four months of good training after
I recovered from the hurricane duty,” said
Plunkett. “My training was, in a way, thrown
to the wind, but you do what you can to get
it done.”

Still, Plunkett qualified for the All-Guard
team again, finishing the race in 3:09:39.

Another athlete who managed to qualify
after his deployment was Maj. David
Herlihy, a lawyer with Vermont Army
Guard’s 86th Brigade. Herlihy had been on

the team in 2003-04 year but was then
deployed to Tikrit, Iraq, from May 2004 until
November 2005.  

He said he tried to train hard but that he
continued to run into problems. He was only
allowed to run on the base which left him
running in circles for over 20 miles.

“It was difficult to train. Your mindset is on
your job and not the training. Plus, there
really is nowhere to do good long runs safe-
ly,” said Herlihy.

Herlihy said he was able to compete in a
Jingle Bell run during the Christmas season
and in a 5-kilometer race in the fall – the
only times he could run against other run-
ners.

“You can’t duplicate the running communi-
ty you have here in the states,” Herlihy said.
“The marathon program is great. Team mem-
bers cheer you on and encourage you the
whole time. I really missed that while I was
overseas.”

Herlihy said he was excited to see his old
friends on the team when he got to Lincoln
and even happier to qualify for the All-Guard
team again. He finished in 3:02:43.

“When you want something so bad, even
without the best training, you can still get it
sometimes,” said Herlihy.

Nebraska National Guard photo

“We will continue to run hard just like we will continue to fight hard,” said
Louisiana Army Guard Capt. John Plunkett, a helicopter pilot who qualified for
the All-Guard Marathon Team in Lincoln, Neb., May 7 after a deployment to Iraq
and after extended duty following Hurricane Katrina.

Nebraska National Guard photo

Arkansas Army Guard Staff Sgt.
James Bresette won the National
Guard’s Masters Division during the
May 7 marathon in Lincoln, Neb., in
2:43:12. He, too, earned a spot on the
All-Guard team.

Nebraska National Guard photo

Missouri Army Guard Sgt. Michelle
Elliott led the field of female National
Guard marathoners in Lincoln, Neb.,
on May 7. She finished in 3:21.47,
ninth among all women. 

Nebraska National Guard photo

The Lincoln National Guard Marathon attracts thousands of runners to Nebraska every year and is the qualifying race for the All-Guard Marathon Team.

Marathoners who made All-Guard team still have miles to go Deployments didn’t slow 
dedicated marathoners

Nebraska National Guard photo

Puerto Rico Air National Guard 1st Lt.
William Bohlke finished the May 7
Lincoln National Guard Marathon in
Nebraska third overall. He was the
first National Guard runner to finish
the race and make the All-Guard
Marathon Team.
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By Staff Sgt. Cheryl Hackley
National Guard Bureau

ALBANY, N.Y. – Hundreds
of local young people com-
peted for prizes and learned
about the dangers of drugs in
mid-April during the nation’s
first Combat Skate Jam com-
petition sponsored by the
New York National Guard
Counterdrug Task Force.
More than 300 boys and girls, age 8-17, par-

ticipated in the day long event at The Shelter
Skate Park. Prizes were awarded to first, sec-
ond and third-place finishers in the beginner
and intermediate heats. Every participant
had the chance to compete once. The final-
ists were chosen and skated once again to try
to win a free skateboard deck or other acces-
sories.

“Skateboarding is a fun, active, physically
demanding and mentally challenging sport,”
said Army National Guard Command Sgt.
Maj. George Brett, Drug Demand Reduction
administrator. “The Skate Jam provides the
youth and families of our community a cre-
ative alternative activity that recognizes and
rewards the youth for their individual and
unique talents.”

Skateboarding is a sub-culture that was
once highly associated with drug use, espe-

cially marijuana. This is something that the
participants and parents want people to know
is just not true.

“A lot of them have long hair and wear
baggy clothes, but they are all really awe-
some kids. You just don’t know that unless
you’re in it,” said Kathy Vincent, the mother
of one of the skateboarder. 
“I think that stereotype is dying out,” agreed

Scott Johnson, owner of The Shelter.
“Skateboarding is becoming a lot more
mainstream.”

“Skateboarding may look chaotic and reck-
less, but it is essentially low impact and a rel-
atively safe sport compared to most other
popular sports” said Brett. “With support
from the community, skateboarding can be a
great activity that builds character, integrity,
determination and creativity.”

Their determination was apparent among
the youngsters as they practiced before the
competition, often falling and crashing into
each other. But they got right back up to try
again until they mastered their ollies and
kick flips.

“I really like getting air and learning new
tricks. My favorite is board sliding,” said 9-
year-old Dylan Patti. He eagerly demonstrat-
ed his skills to his mother, Susan Patti, who
was very proud of him.

“He really just loves skateboarding,” she
said. “It’s great for kids to have a positive
event like this.”
“The children are really committed to skate-

boarding once they get into it,” said Vincent.
“It takes a lot of practice, and it builds a won-
derful camaraderie among them.” 

Anti-drug messages were displayed
throughout the facility, and different stations
were set up to teach the participants the dan-
gers of drug use and the science of skate-
boarding. In order to earn a Combat Skate
Jam T-shirt, participants had to take a drug
awareness test. The answers were provided at
each station. 

“We bring science into the program, teach-
ing the young people about Newton’s Laws
and how it affects them when they are skate-

boarding,” said Army Guard Sgt. Peter
Bridge, Drug Demand Reduction coordina-
tor and five-year veteran of the Counterdrug
Task Force. 

Bridge oversaw two of the science-based
demonstrations. One involved a miniature
half pipe structure and small skateboards to
show the participants how they use cen-
tripetal forces to do their tricks.

At the end of the test, students also had a

chance to create their own individual drug-
free slogan. “Skate Drug Free” and “Skaters
Skate Clean” were among the slogans.
The New York National Guard Counterdrug

Task Force works with local, state and feder-
al law enforcement agencies to combat the
scourge of drugs in the Empire State. The
task force in turn receives a share of forfeit-
ed assets of the drug dealers to be used for
community DDR activities. That is how they
paid for this event which was free to all par-
ticipants.

In the future, based on the success of the
first Combat Skate Jam, Counterdrug
Guardsmen hope to use more seizure money
to purchase a mobile skate ramp and take the
Skate Jam on the road, promoting skate-
boarding and anti-drug messages in commu-
nities that don’t have a skate park like The
Shelter.

“We received a lot of positive feedback
from the participants and their parents about
the anti-drug effort as well the competition,”
said Air Guard Tech. Sgt. Marlene Frankovic,
a Counterdrug Guardsman. “It was fun for
the kids to have their parents participate with
them in a drug-free athletic event.”

“Presenting this challenge engaged the
youth and community in a healthy alternative
activity while increasing drug awareness in a
safe and rewarding environment,” said Brett.
“That is what we are all about, creating a
positive environment for our children.”

New York youth get it down 
during Guard’s Combat Skate Jam

Photo by Staff Sgt. Cheryl Hackley, National Guard Bureau

Nine-year-old Dylan Patti demonstrates board sliding during the New York National Guard’s Combat Skate Jam. The
young man competed as a beginner.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Cheryl Hackley, 
National Guard Bureau

Participants had 90 seconds to per-
form ollies, kick flips and other skate-
boarding tricks for judges during the
New York National Guard’s Combat
Skate Jam competition in April. The
event promoted skateboarding as a
healthy alternative for young people.

The Skate Jam provides 
the youth and families of our
community a creative alterna-
tive activity that recognizes and
rewards the youth for their 
individual and unique talents.
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By Sgt. 1st Class Melanie Rowton
Florida Army National Guard

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. –
Young people today grapple
with all types of challenges.
Many of them did just that
during a few days in March.
During the Warrior Wrestling
Camp held March 21-23 at
Jacksonville, Fla., Indoor
Sports arena, the Florida Army
National Guard demonstrated
how to tackle those challenges
as well as the opponent.

The idea sprang from a Florida Army
National Guard recruiter, Sgt. 1st Class
Jonathan Preston, a former trainer in ground
fighting techniques. Army ROTC cadets

from the University of Florida assisted him.
“By providing this type of activity to kids

during spring break, it gives us an excellent
opportunity to offer something not available
anywhere else,” Preston said. “It also lets

them interact with positive role models who
already have what they want.

“We have cadets who are going to college
full-time because the National Guard pays
for it,” Preston said. Their drill check means
extra money so they have time for wrestling
and other activities instead of holding down
a part-time job.

Although the camp did not cover the
National Guard and lessons on its benefits, it
did cover everything from takedowns, throws
and escapes to something called, “the
unbreakable,” a favorite for Preston.
Tim Williams, a Jacksonville police officer,

brought his 13-year-old son Stetson to the
camp each day.

“He wants to wrestle in college some day,
and this gives him a good taste of it.  I’ve
enjoyed watching them all,” said Officer
Williams. “It’s non-stop with very little
downtime. They are steady teaching and
rehearsing moves. I think it’s great because
some of these kids may be interested in the
military. I don’t think they could make the
camp any better.

“Stetson does martial arts, and that got him
interested in wrestling,” Williams added.
“Unfortunately, his high school doesn’t offer
it.”

After taking a break and getting up from
what looked like a game of two-man twister,
opponents Roland C. Pitts and Steve D.

Alvarez First Coast High School, said they
enjoyed the camp tremendously and would
come again next year. Many students at the
camp expressed the wish that their high
schools offered more wrestling opportunities
and were extremely happy about the free
event.

“The only way I think they could make it
better would be to make it longer,” said
Stephanie R. Hildenbrandt, 16, who attends
Terry Parker High School. She attended the
camp for all three days.

The motivated young woman was not the
least bit intimidated by the fact that she was
the only female on the mats.  Nor did she
care that she would have to report to her part-
time job later that day.  “I’m the only female
on my school wrestling team, too, but this is
good practice.” 

She said the difference between men and
women is that men “muscle it” and women
“strategize.” “So even when women are
small, they can be more difficult,” she said.
Another interesting aspect of the camp men-

tioned by Cadet Michael Mealor, from the
University of Florida’s Army ROTC pro-
gram, was the variety of skill levels. 

“We had people who had never been on a
mat before and one student who had won 2nd
place overall in the state last year,” he said. 

That kept everyone engaged because the
stronger students then became assistant
instructors for some of the lessons.
With sweaty shirts and looks of exhaustion,

the motivated students, instructors, and assis-
tants rolled up their mats, patted each other
on the back or surprised someone with one
last take down. The positive comments,
smiles and laughter at the end of the camp
made it seem likely that no one would have 
to wrestle with the idea of holding it again 
next year.

Florida Guard members teach 
teens to grapple with challenges

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Melanie Rowton, Florida Army National Guard

Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan Preston of the Florida Army National Guard instructs Steve Alvarez and Daniel Wynn of First
Coast High School during the Warrior Wrestling Camp in June.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Melanie Rowton, 
Florida Army National Guard

The Florida Army National Guard’s
three-day Warrior Wrestling Camp
during spring break gave young peo-
ple the chance to interact with posi-
tive role models and learn a thing or
two about grappling with their chal-
lenges. Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan
Preston came up with the idea.
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By John Listman
National Guard Bureau

The attack came swiftly out of the darkness
and the mist, with no warning and with an
intensity none of the men had ever experi-
enced before. Before the Soldiers could
react, the enemy was in among them, firing
their AK-47 rifles, launching rocket pro-
pelled grenades and throwing satchel
charges onto the roofs and in the doorways
of bunkers. 
As per their standing orders, the men in the

vehicles “buttoned” themselves inside and
prepared to fire their own weapons, in this
case 155mm howitzers. They fired illumi-
nation flares, lighting the night sky above
the base with an eerie glow, as tracer rounds
from rifles and machine guns on both sides
streaked across the compound. It was, as
one veteran later recalled, “Hell on Earth!”

So started some of the most vicious com-
bat experienced by any National Guard unit
in the Vietnam War. This “hell” was a
remote firebase named Tomahawk between
the cities of Hue and Danang in South
Vietnam. The men were members of Battery
C, 2nd Battalion, 138th Artillery, from
Bardstown in Nelson County, Kentucky.
That night in June 1969 would set a grim
record in the history of the National Guard
in Vietnam.

By the end of 1967, most Americans
believed that the United States was close to
victory in the Vietnam conflict. However,
those opinions were changed dramatically
in January 1968 by two events. First, in
what appeared to be an event linked to
Vietnam, the North Koreans attacked and
seized a U.S. Navy spy ship, USS Pueblo.
Just eight days later, at the start of  Tet, or
the lunar New Year in Vietnam, a traditional
time of ceasefire, thousands of Viet Cong
guerillas attacked military and governmen-
tal facilities across the country.
President Lyndon Johnson, who had avoid-

ed mobilizing the reserve components until
then, called up selected Air Guard units to
reinforce American deployments in both
nations. These units reported for active duty
on Jan. 26. No Army Guard units were acti-
vated at that time.

April 1968 found tensions with North
Korea remaining high. And while the Tet
Offensive had been crushed, many Army
units had taken a beating. So the Pentagon
decided to mobilize selected Army Guard
units. Thirty-five Guard units, including
two infantry brigades, were told they would
be mobilized in May. Only eight actually
deployed to Vietnam. They consisted of one
dental detachment; engineer, ranger, signal
and supply companies; and one engineer
and two artillery battalions, including the
2/138th.  

Members of the battalion entered active
duty on May 13 and soon began training at
Fort Hood, Texas. The battalion had towed
155mm howitzers. At Hood, it was issued
new M-109 self-propelled 155mm how-
itzers. They were tracked vehicles with light
armor that looked like bulky tanks.

After 13 weeks of intense training, the
Kentucky Guard unit deployed to Vietnam
in September on a one-year tour. It was
assigned to the XXIV Corps Artillery, locat-
ed in the northern sector of South Vietnam.
Most of its missions were in support of the

101st Airborne Division.
The three firing batteries were assigned to

different locations to support various units
during the battalion’s first three months in
Vietnam. In mid-June Battery C was moved
to a low hill named Fire Base Tomahawk.
Besides the approximately 70 members of
the battery, the hill also had a security force
of 18 men from the 101st.

“It was a bad hill” remembered Spc. 4
Ronald Hibbs. The base was overlooked by
a higher hill that allowed the enemy to map
out the American positions. Tomahawk had
been used before, so it had bunkers, gun
emplacements and a concertina wire
perimeter. All were in poor condition and
needed repair. Spc. 5 Donald Parrish
recalled placing a third layer of sandbags on
top of the two levels covering the fire direc-
tion center (FDC). That probably saved his
and several other men’s lives when the roof
was stuck by an RPG round that did not
penetrate the third layer of sandbags.

The night of June 18-19, 1969, was quiet
as rain slacked off to a mist that hung heavy
in the air. The battery’s six M-109s were
parked inside sandbagged revetments. Each
six-man crew lived in a bunker just behind
its gun. Other members of the unit were
housed in the FDC, command post and
communications bunkers. With no fire mis-
sions called for that night most of the men
not on guard duty were asleep. No one saw
or heard the North Vietnamese soldiers as
they slipped under the wire. These men,
called “sappers,” were highly trained and

motivated in infiltration tactics and raising
havoc at rear area bases like Tomahawk.

Their entry into the base was first discov-
ered at 1:45 a.m. when a member of the bat-
tery went to the mess tent to get something
to eat. He found enemy troops stealing food
and ran back to gun No. 4 to give the warn-
ing. Just then there were simultaneous
explosions across the compound as the
attack began.

The enemy almost immediately destroyed
the command post and communications
bunkers with satchel charges, each consist-
ing of a couple of pounds of TNT with a
short fuse in a cloth bag.
The battery had come under mortar fire in

the past. The established procedure was for
the gunners to button up inside their guns
and fire illumination rounds to locate the
origin of the incoming fire. With all of the
loud explosions the gunners assumed they
were again under mortar attack.

So, following procedure, they fired flares

that only served to light the compound,
making it easier for the infiltrators to find
their targets. At the top of their target list
were the six howitzers of Battery C.

Hibbs recalled his gun, No. 1, getting hit,
probably by an RPG, and the crew bailing
out through the rear door. He had no sooner
exited when an enemy soldier threw a
satchel charge under him. The explosion
flipped him in the air. He came down still
running in the right direction to get into his
bunker. The back of his neck was burned
and he an eardrum was burst. But his
wounds were minor compared to some of
the others.
Sgt. James Moore, section chief of gun No.

3, abandoned his howitzer which had
exploded. He walked into the fire direction
control bunker so badly burned that another
Soldier remembered touching him and
“...his skin just came off on my hand and
that smell hit me like you wouldn’t believe.
And he said to me, “Donald, I’m burnt up.”
Moore died three days later on a hospital
ship.

After several hours of fighting, much of it
at close quarters, the battalion forced the
enemy to break off the attack and withdraw,
leaving 18 dead. The enemy destroyed four
of the six M-109s along with eight other
vehicles. Of the 18 infantrymen, four were
dead and 13 more were wounded. 

Battery C suffered a total of nine dead and
37 wounded. Of the nine men killed, five
were Kentucky Guard Soldiers, four of
whom were from Bardstown and one from
Carrollton. During their tour in Vietnam,
the 2nd Battalion, 138th Artillery lost eight
men in action, more than any other deployed
Guard unit. Six were from Bardstown.

Still, the battalion came home and started
rebuilding. Battery C returned to Bardstown
where it remains today, fully supported by a
community proud of its service and honor-
ing its sacrifice.

History: Kentucky artillery battalion 
paid a heavy price in Vietnam 

National Archives and Records Administration

One of the six M-109s from the Kentucky Army National Guard’s Battery C,
2nd Battalion, 138th Artillery dug in on Hill 88 before the June 1969 attack at
Fire Base Tomahawk in South Vietnam.

Photo courtesy of  Walter Bischoff

Honoring the dead from the Kentucky
Army National Guard’s Battery C, 2nd
Battalion, 138th Artillery at Fire Base
Tomahawk in South Vietnam. Seven
men died during a night attack in
June 1969. Two more died from
wounds several days later.
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By Tech. Sgt. Gregory Ripps
Texas National Guard

PRAGUE, Czech Republic – A single boom broke the spell
of the snow-covered scene. Then bright-blue smoke, in stark
contrast to the blackish trees and white ground around it,
spewed from the point of the explosion. There was immediate
human activity.

This was the showcase training event for members of the
Texas National Guard and the Czech Republic Army partici-
pating in Exercise Clean Valley 2006.  

A reconnaissance vehicle appeared first – the warning and
reporting cell. It was the first to detect the agent used in the
attack, monitor its effects, and survey and mark the area. Other
vehicles arrived in rapid succession. They included a vehicle
with its own nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) laborato-
ry; another equipped and manned to provide security for the
area; and a truck to evacuate the attack’s casualties, who began
to appear, helping one another, staggering, collapsing into the
snow.

The military personnel helping the “attack victims” all wore
clothing to protect them from NBC agents. Those investigat-
ing the attack agent wore special blue clothing which stood out
from the olive drab or forest camouflage of the others.
Every one of these people, and the vehicles they used, under-

went decontamination before departing the attack area. Those
requiring medical attention were triaged and promptly decon-
taminated by being hosed down and scrubbed before being
evacuated to a medical treatment center.

The exercise highlighted two weeks of military training for
members of the Czech Republic Army and the Texas National
Guard. Quick execution of the scenario demonstrated the plan-
ning, preparation and practice of the participants. 

The event was unique because it was the first Chemical,
Biological, Radioactive and Nuclear (CBRN) exercise jointly
executed by members of the Czech and Texas forces. Twenty-
five Texans deployed to the Czech Republic to train with the
311th CBRN Defence Battalion under the State Partnership
Program. 

The demonstration took place April 11 at the Jince training
camp, a 40-minute drive north of Prague, as part of Exercise
Clean Valley 2006. Col. Cruz Medina, the Texas Guard’s engi-
neer brigade commander, and Col. Jiri Gajdos, 31st CBRN
Defence Brigade commander, made a special trip to view the
showcase event.

Medina cited two reasons why Czechs and Texans trained
together. “The Czechs may help decontaminate our troops or
allied troops in the Global War on Terrorism,” he said. “Also,

we’re both part of NATO, so it makes good sense to learn how
they work.”

The Texans included 19 members of the 436th Chemical
Company from Laredo, five members of the 6th Civil Support
Team from Austin, and one member of the 36th Infantry
Division, also from Austin. 
“Our people integrated into every part of the line,” said Capt.

Edgar Garcia of San Antonio, the officer in charge of the
Texas contingent. “Two of our people even played ‘victims.’” 
The days leading up to the April 11 demonstration were busy

ones, Garcia related. “The Czechs showed us their equipment
and vehicles and explained how to use them,” he said. “They
showed us the iteration of the [decontamination processing]
line. They showed us how they do each job at each point.”
The Czechs and Texans also built the stations for the exercise,

including the triage and decontamination tents. Staff Sgt.
Martin Rancak of the 311th CBRN Defence Battalion, who
worked closely with the Texans, added, “We worked really
hard together. It was perfect.”

The Texans were already well versed in responding to CBRN
events, having regularly trained as part of their state’s
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear or High Yield
Explosive Enhanced Response Force Package (CERFP) for
the past two years. However, the Czechs do some things dif-
ferently.
“They don’t rely on engineers for extraction [of victims], mil-

itary police for security and medics [from another organiza-
tion] for triage,” Garcia explained. “They have full integration
and don’t have to rely on outside sources.”

One reason the Texas Guard’s CERFP draws from different
Guard units is because most of its members don’t wear a uni-
form every day. The exception is the 6th CST which is a full-
time active duty National Guard unit available to respond to
terrorist incidents involving weapons of mass destruction, as
well as other disasters. The CST is responsible for decontami-
nation in the CERFP.
First Lt. George Pearson, who has belonged to the CST since

its formation more than seven years ago, is the new operations
officer for the team. His specialties include reconnaissance,
surveys and sampling hazardous materials and the operation
of technical equipment. His duties on the deployment to the
Czech Republic included observation, technical oversight and
coordination among the units.
“The Czech army is motivated and educated and supported at

all levels by all levels,” said a member of the Texas team.
“They have a civilian and a military mission with few people
but with a lot of heart. They definitely know what they’re

doing in the business of NBC.”
Before decontamination, the possible victims of contamina-

tion go through a triage, where they are separated into two
groups: those who can walk and those who can’t. Sgt. 1st
Class Art Phillips, 6th CST team medic and laboratory techni-
cian, said the Czech military’s triage is very efficient.
“They get the injured through decon quickly for further med-

ical treatment,” he observed.
Staff Sgt. Brenda Pena of the 436th Chemical Company

noted that the Texas Air Guard normally provides the medical
personnel for the CERFP exercises. However, for Exercise
Clean Valley, she and Spc. Amelia Vaughn, also from the
Laredo unit, played the role of medics at the last station.

“We did checks and provided care after the injured people
completed decontamination and before they are boarded on an
ambulance,” Pena said. She also complimented the Czech sol-
diers for their speed and efficiency.
Although things are changing in the Czech Republic military,

the National Guard allows its noncommissioned officers more
authority than does the Czech military or, for that matter, the
military of any other eastern European country, it was
explained. 

“They can see the responsibility an NCO carries in the U.S.
military,” Garcia said. The old top-down military structure is
changing to allow more decision-making at lower levels, and
the Texans provided examples of how that works.

The two groups learned other things from one another. The
Czech Soldiers allowed the Texans to operate some of their
weapons on the firing range. The Texans, in turn, demon-
strated some of their equipment such as their chemical war-
fare defense ensemble, protective mask, radiation detector
and chemical agent detection tape.
There was also time for the Texans to see some of the Czech

Republic outside the training areas and occasions for social-
ization, such as a Czech “barbecue” and a friendly sports
competition. Texans of all ranks expressed their appreciation
for the opportunity to deploy to the Czech Republic.
“It was a great experience,” said Staff Sgt. Adolfo Gonzalez

Jr. of Laredo. “It is helpful, especially to younger members of
the unit, to experience a different culture, to see the way the
Czechs live, even [to encounter] the different rank structure.”

“We welcome the opportunity to show you how we can
operate,” said Maj. Karel Dvorc, 311th CBRN Defence
Battalion commander. “The demonstration was excellent.
Thank you for the good job you did. I hope this is just the
beginning of cooperation between us.”

Medina said he had no doubt the Texas National Guard and
the Czech armed forces would learn more from each other.

“The Czech Army is a world class organization in
chemical warfare,” Medina said. “We want to host the Czechs
next year.”

Texas Guard, Czech Army
join forces for Clean Valley

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Gregory Ripps, Texas National Guard

Czech Republic Soldier Pavel Libich (center)
checks a simulated victim with the assistance of
Texas National Guard Staff Sgt. Brenda Pena (left)
and Spc. Amelia Vaughn, who performed the role of
medics during Exercise Clean Valley 2006. The
Czech Soldier is a member of the 311th CBRN
Defence Battalion. The Texans are members of the
436th Chemical Company.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Gregory Ripps, Texas National Guard

Two Czech Republic Soldiers take a wounded vic-
tim, played by a Texas National Guardsman, into
the decontamination tents where he will be
stripped and scrubbed down. 

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Gregory Ripps, Texas National Guard

A truck drives slowly through a frame spraying
water to decontaminate the vehicle before leaving
the contaminated area. 
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Contacting a Family Readiness Coordinator near you
The National Guard Family Program

office in each state joint force headquar-
ters (JFHQ) is designed to assist family
members of all service members,
regardless of the military organization
or status, with information and/or refer-
rals. Following is a list of Family
Program offices in the 54 states and ter-
ritories, followed by Wing Family
Program Coordinators. 

Alabama
State Family Program Director
SGM Hubert Chance 
1720 Cong WL Dickerson Dr.
Montgomery, AL, 36109-0711
Office/DSN: (334)-271-7283 / 363-7283 or
(800) 231-2846

117 ARW
Pamela Lacey
5401 East Lake Blvd.
Birmingham, AL 35217
Office/DSN: (205) 714-2699 / 778-2699

187 FW
Sharon Hubbert
5187 Selma Hwy.
Montgomery, AL 36108-4824
Office/DSN: (334) 394-7119 / 358-9119 or
(800) 368-4481, option 2

Alaska
State Family Program Director 
SMSgt Jan Myers
49000 Army Guard Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99503-2552
(907) 428-6663 / (317) 384-4663
Mailing address: P.O Box 5800
Ft. Richardson, AK 99503-2552
(888) 917-3608 (works only within AK)

168 ARW 
Nola Barnes
2680 Flightline Ave., Ste. 117
Eielson AFB, AK 99702-1740
Office/DSN: (907) 377-8715 /
(317) 377-8715

176 WG 
Gretchen Nealy
5002 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, AK 99502
Office/DSN: (907) 249-1130 / 626-1130

Arizona 
State Family Program Director
CPT Jon Michael Cookson
5636 E. McDowell Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85008-3495
Office/DSN: (602) 267-2593 / 853-2593 or
(800) 233-7758

161 ARW
Glen Klassen
3200 E Old Tower Rd.
Phoenix, AZ. 85034-7263
Office/DSN: (602) 302-9094 / 853-9094 or
(800) 435-542, ext. 2-9094

162 FW
Ms. Jolene Helt
1650 E Perimeter Way
Tucson, AZ 85706
Office/DSN: (520) 295-6566 / 844-6566

Arkansas
Mary Myers
Camp Robinson
Building 6402 Missouri Ave.
North Little Rock, AR 72199
Office/DSN: (501) 212-4102 / 962-4102 or
(800) 446-4645

188 FW
Eva R. Patton, CIV/FAM
Family Readiness Support Coordinator
188 FW Air National Guard
Ft. Chaffee
4850 Leigh Ave.
Fort Smith, AR 72903-6096
Office/DSN: (479) 573-5167 / 778-5167

189 AW
Mrs. Stephanie Wynn 
112 CMSGT Williams Drive
Little Rock AFB, AR 72099-4802
Office/DSN: (501) 987-5952 / 731-5952

California
State Family Program Director
Steven Read
CAJS-FP Box 54, 9800 Goethe
Sacramento, CA 95827
Office/DSN: (916) 854-3252 / 466-3252 or
(800) 449-9662

129 RQW
Carolann Wunderlin 
HQ 129th Rescue Wing/Family Readiness
Bldg. 680, Macon Rd.
California Air National Guard
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

144 FW
Barbara Draughon
5323 E. McKinley Ave.
Fresno, CA 93727-2199
Office/DSN: (559) 454-5383 / 839-5383 or
(800) 516-8277

146 AW 
Jo Ann Bellen  
100 Mulcahey Dr.
Port Hueneme, CA 93041-4002
Office/DSN: (805) 986-7468 / 893-7468

163 ARW
Debbie Hambrick
1620 Graeber St.t
March ARB, CA 92518-1624
Office/DSN: (951) 655-2165 /
447-2165

Colorado
State Family Program Director
1LT Gabe Stokes
6848 S. Revere Parkway
Centennial, CO 80112
Office/DSN: (720) 250-1190 / 250-1190

140 WG
Mrs. Grace Finley
Buckley Air Force Base
140 S. Aspen St., Stop 37
Aurora, CO 80011-9544 
Office/DSN: (720) 847-9116 / 847-9116

Connecticut
State Family Program Director
Kimberly Hoffman
Connecticut National Guard 
Office of Family Programs
360 Broad Street
Hartford, CT 06105-3795
Office/DSN: (860) 493-2745/636-0745 or
(800) 858-2677

103 FW
Donna Rivera
100 Nicholson Rd.
E. Granby, CT
Office/DSN: (860) 292-2730 / 220-2730

Delaware
State Family Program Director
LTC Willie Barnes
1st Regiment Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19808-2191
Office/DSN: (302) 326-7268 / 440-7268 or
(877) 482-7333

166 AW
Yolanda DiVirgilio
2600 Spruance Dr.
New Castle, DE 19720
Office/DSN: (302) 323-3327 / 445-7327

District of Columbia
State Family Program Director
SGM Patricia Williamson
2001 East Capitol St.
Washington, DC 20003
Office/DSN:  (202) 685-9826 / 325-9826

113 FW 
Connie Moore
Family Readiness and Support Office
Rm. 106
3252 E. Perimeter Rd.
Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5411
Office/DSN: (240) 857-9746

Florida
State Family Program Director
CW4 Bobbi Hall
DCSPER-FR, P.O. Box 1008
St. Augustine, FL 32085-1008
Office/DSN: (904) 823-0360 / 860-7360 or
(800) 226-0360

125 FW
Robin Severson
FL Air National Guard 125 FW/FR 14300
FANG Dr.           
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Office/DSN: (904) 741-7027 / 641-7027

Georgia
State Family Program Director
CPT George Arp
935 E. Confederate Ave. SE, Bldg. 21
Atlanta, GA 30316-0965
Office/DSN: (678) 569-6454 / 338-6454 or
(800) 625-5843

116 ACW
Eileen Byrd
280 First St.
Bldg. 155
Robins AFB, GA  32218
Office/DSN: (478) 327-6180 / 497-6180

165 AW
Frank Baker
1401 Robert B. Miller Jr. Dr.
Garden City, GA 31408-9001
Office/DSN: (912) 966-8363 / 860-8363 or
(866) 812-8363

Guam
State Family Program Director
MAJ Robert Crisostomo
Joint Forces Headquarters
430 Army Dr., Bldg. 300, Rm. 128
Barrigada, GU 96913-4421
Office/DSN: (671) 647-2717 / 271-2722

Hawaii
State Family Program Director
Joanne Yamamoto
360 Harbor Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-7049
Office/Cell: (808) 448-7049 or
(818) 341-7608

154 WG
Lorna Souza
360 Mamala Bay Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-5517
Office/DSN: (808) 448-7282/(312) 448-7282

Idaho
State Family Program Director
CPT James Hicks 
4150 Cessna 
Bldg. 218
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: (208) 422-4361 / 422-4361 /
(800) 543-0007

124 WG
John Spurny 
3787 W. Areonca St.
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: (208) 422-5374 / 422-5374

Illinois
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joe Schweickert
1301 N. McArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62702-2399
Office/DSN: (217) 761-3413 / 555-3413 /
(800) 832-9225 
joseph.schweickert@us.army.mil

126 ARW
CPT May Alexander
126 Air Guard Way
Scott AFB, IL 62225
Office/DSN: (618) 222-5761 / 760-5761 or
(877) 412-6279

182 AW
Amy K. Quimby
2416 S. Falcon Blvd.
Peoria, IL 61607
Office/DSN: 309-633-5339/ 724-5339

183 FW
Perry Jackson
3101 J. David Jones Pkwy.
Springfield, IL 62707-5001
Office/DSN: (217) 757-1569 / 892-8569

Indiana
State Family Program Director
Susan Richards 
2002 S. Holt Rd., Bldg #3
Indianapolis, IN 46241-4839
Office/DSN: (317) 247-3192 / 369-2192

181 FW
Maj John Puckett
800 S. Petercheff St.
Terre Haute,  IN 47803-5000
Office/DSN: (812) 877-5282 / 724-1282

122 FW 
Lauri Turpin
3005 Ferguson Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46809-0122
Office/DSN: (260) 478-3279 / 786-1279 / 
(800) 841-3104

Iowa
State Family Program Directors
Catherine Luther
Camp Dodge, 7105 NW 70th Ave.
Johnston, IA 50131-1824
Office/DSN: (515) 252-4416 / 431-4416 or
(800) 294-6607

132 FW
Amanda Wicker
3100 McKinley Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50321
Office/DSN: (515) 256-8786 / 256-8786 or
(800) 257-1693, ext. 8786

185 ARW
DeAnna Pennings
2920 Headquarters Ave.
Sioux City, IA 51111-1300
Office/DSN: (712) 233-0817 / 585-0817 or
(800) 582-5718, ext. 0817

Kansas
State Family Program Director
CW3 Valerie Suddock
AGKS-HRO-SFPD, 2800 SW
Topeka, KS 66611-1287
Office/DSN: (785) 274-1171 / 720-8171 or
(800) 432-2447, option 9 (within state only)

184 ARW
Hilari DeLaRosa
92955 Jayhawk Dr.
McConnell AFB, KS 67221
Office/DSN: (316) 759-7092 / 743-7092

190 ARW
Tonya Van Sickle
5920 SE Coyote Dr.
Topeka, KS 66619-5370
Office/DSN: (785) 861-4940 / 720-4940

Kentucky
MAJ Marion Peterson
KG-JFHQ-J1, Boone NG Center, Bldg. 126
100 Minuteman Pkwy.
Frankfort, KY 40601-6168
Office/DSN: (502) 607-1549 / 667-1549 or
(800) 372-7601

123 AW
Paula McLain and Darlene Swanner
1101 Grade Ln.
Louisvile, KY 40213
Office/DSN: (502) 364-9647 / 741-4647

184 ARW
Hilari DeLaRosa
52955 Jayhawk Dr., #28
McConnell AFB, KS 67221-9000
Office/DSN: (316) 759-7092 / 743-7092

Louisiana
State Family Program Director
MAJ Lida Eichenauer
1106 B. Street
Pineville, LA 71360
Office/DSN: (318) 641-5428 / 435-5428 or
(866) 647-3617

159 FW
Carrie Matirne
400 Russell Ave., Box 27 NAS-JRB
New Orleans, LA 70143-0027
Office/DSN #: (504) 391-8505 / 457-8505

Maine
State Family Program Director
SFC Barbara Claudel
DVEM, State House Sta. #33
Augusta, ME 04333-0033
Office/DSN: (207) 626-4410 / 476-4410 or
(800) 581-9989

101 ARW
Mrs. Pattie Reynolds
103 Maineiac Ave., Ste. 505
Bangor, ME  04401-3099
Office/DSN: (207) 990-7494 / 698-7494

Maryland 
State Family Program Director
MSG Jeanette Wittman
29th Division St., 5th Regiment Armory
Baltimore, MD 21201-2208
Office:  (410) 576-6019 / (877) 399-6221

175 WG
Karol Yox
2701 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21220
Office/DSN: (410) 918-6768 / 243-6768 or
(800) 847-7549, ext. 6768

Massachusetts
State Family Program Director
Maureen Serrecchia
Family Program Office, 14 Minuteman Ln.
Wellesley, MA 02481
Office/DSN: (508) 233-7222 / 256-7222
(888) 301-3103, ext. 7222

102 FW
Erin Creighton
158 Reilly St., Box 70
Otis ANGB, MA 02542-5028
Office/DSN #: (508) 968-4855 / 557-4855

104 FW
Sandra Wakefield
175 Falcon Dr.
Westfield, MA 01085
Office/DSN: (413) 568-9151, ext. 1183 /
698-1183

Michigan
State Family Program Director 
MAJ Mary Jones
3411 N. Martin L. King Jr Blvd.
Lansing, MI  48906
Office/DSN:  (517) 481-8358 / 623-8358

110 FW
Robin Berry
3545 Mustang Ave.
Battle Creek, MI 49015-5509
Office/DSN: (269) 969-3493 / 580-3493 or
(800)-753-6201, ext. 3493

127 WG
Debby Shroeder
155 Arnold Cir.
Building 944
Selfridge ANG Base, MI 48045
Office/DSN: (586) 307-5583 / 273-5583 or
(800) 645-9416, ext. 5583

CRTC
Justin Dyess
5884 A St.
Alpena, MI 49707-8125
Office/DSN: (989) 354-6220 / 741-3220

Minnesota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jim Swanson
8180 Belden Blvd., Attn.: MNAG-JCEFO
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Office/DSN: (651) 268-8208 / 825-8208 or
(888) 234-1274

133 AW
Ms. Jill Lawrence
133AW/GFN, Bldg. 631, 631 Minuteman Dr.
St. Paul, MN 55111-4116
Office/DSN: (612) 713-2367 / 783-2367

148 FW
Jennifer Kuhlman
4680 Viper St.
Duluth, MN 55811-6031
Office/DSN: (218) 788-7833 / 825-7833

Mississippi
State Family Program Director
CW3 Melissa Tanksley
P.O. Box 5027
Jackson, MS 39296-5027
Office/DSN: (601) 313-6379 / 293-6379 or
(866) 369-6506

172 AW
Marianne Breland
141 Military Dr.
Jackson, MS 39232
Office/DSN: (601) 405-8211 / 828-8211

186 ARW
Connie Myers
6225 M St.
Meridian, MS 39307-7112
Office/DSN: (601) 484-9623 / 778-9623
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CRTC
Mr. Charles Carrigan 
4715 Hewes Ave.
Gulfport, MS 39507-4324
Office/DSN: (228) 214-6018 / 363-6018 or
(866) 618-9851

Missouri
State Family Program Director
LTC James (Greg) Allison
JFMO-SS
2302 Militia Dr.
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Office/DSN: (573) 638-9549 / 555-9827 or
(800) 299-9603

131 FW
Kathy Fitzgerald
10800 Lambert International Blvd., Stop 2
St. Louis, MO 63044
Office/DSN: (314) 527-6362 / 824-6362

139 AW
Jane Lackey
705 Memorial Dr.
St. Joseph, MO 64503-9307
Office/DSN: (816) 236-3517 / 356-3517

Montana
State Family Program Director
MSgt. Kathryn Gilding
P.O. Box 4789, 1900 N. Williams St.
Helena, MT 59604-4789
Office/DSN: (406) 324-3239 / 324-3239

120 FW
Susan Fairhurst
2800 Airport Ave. B
Great Falls, MT 59404-3750
Office/DSN: (406) 791-0867/ 781-0488

Nebraska
State Family Program Director
MAJ Drey Ihm
1776 N. 10th St.
Lincoln, NE 68508-1097
Office/DSN: (402) 309-7332 / 279-7332 or
(800) 432-6778

155 ARW
Nicole A. Effle
2420 W. Butler Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68524-1885
Office/DSN: (402) 309-1588 / 279-1588

New Hampshire
State Family Program Director
Suzanne Barricklow
State Military Reservation, 4 Pembroke Rd.
Concord, NH 03301-5652
Office/DSN: (603) 225-1215 / 684-9215
Hotline: (800) 472-0328

157 ARW 
Bonnie Lee Rice
302 Newmarket St.
Pease ANGB, NH 03803-0157
Office/DSN: (603) 430-3545 / 852-3545

New Jersey
State Family Program Director
CW4 Ralph Cwieka
Joint Force Headquarters
3650 Saylors Pond Rd.
Ft. Dix, NJ 08640
Office/DSN: (609) 562-0668 / 944-0668 or
(888) 859-0352

108 ARW
Tiffany L. Colby
3327 Charles Blvd.
McGuire AFB, NJ 08641
Office/DSN: (609) 754-4479 / 650-4479 or
(888) 859-0352

177 FW
Joan Searfoss
400 Langley Rd.
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 08234-9500
Office/DSN: (609) 645-6248 / 455-6248

New Mexico
State Family Program Director
Therese Sanchez
10 Bataan Blvd.
Santa Fe, NM 87508-4277
Office/DSN: (505) 474-1220 / 867-8220 or
(866) 460-4100

150 FW
Therese Sanchez
2251 Air Guard Rd., SE (Fam. Prog.)
Kirtland AFB, NM 87117-5875
Office/DSN: (505) 853-5668 / 263-5668

Nevada
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joanne Farris
2460 Fairview Ln.
Carson City, NV 89701
Office/DSN: (775) 887-7328 / 830-8400 or
(866) 699-3128 or
(800) 936-1101 (Emergency Line)

152 AW
Larry Miller
1776 National Guard Way
Reno, NV 89502-4494
Office/DSN: (775) 788-4585

New York
State Family Program Director
Beverly Keating
Attn: MNHF-FP, 330 Old Niskayuna Rd.
Latham, NY 12110-2224
Office/DSN: (518) 786-4525 / 489-4525

105 AW
Jeanne Dion
One Militia Way, Stewart ANG Base
Newburgh, NY 12550-5042
Office/DSN: (845) 563-2062 / 636-2062

106 RQW
Lisa D'Agostino
150 Old Riverhead Rd.
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978-1201
Office/DSN: (631) 723-7133 / 456-7133

107 ARW
Carole Adamczyk
9910 Guardian St.
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-6001
Office/DSN: (716) 236-3411 / 238-3411

109 AW
Joanna Pritchard
Stratton ANGB, 1 ANG Rd.
Scotia, NY 12302-9752
Office/DSN: (518) 344-2357 / 344-2357

174 FW
Terri Scanlin
NYANG, 6001 E. Molloy Rd.
Syracuse, NY 13211-7099
Office/DSN: (315) 454-6577/489-9577

North Carolina
State Family Program Director
1LT Dale Cowan
4105 Reedy Creek Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607-6410
Office/DSN #: (919) 664-6324 / 582-9324 or
(800) 621-4136, ext. 6324

145 AW
Kathleen Flaherty
5225 Morris Field Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28208-5704
Office/DSN: (704) 398-4949 / 231-4949

North Dakota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jackie Huber
P.O. Box 5511
Bismark, ND 58506-5511
Office/DSN #: (701) 333-2058 / 373-2058 or
(800) 242-4940

119 FW
Jody Harms
1400 28th Ave.
No. Fargo, ND 58102-1051
Office/DSN: (701) 451-2112 / 362-8112

Ohio
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Bramlish
2825 W. Dublin Granville Rd.
Columbus, OH 43235-2789
Office/DSN: (614) 336-7352 / 273-7352 or
(800) 589-9914

121 ARW
Carolyn J. Ebert
7370 Minuteman Way
Columbus, OH 43217
Office/DSN: (614) 492-4417 / 696-4417

178 FW
Jane Esprit
706 Regula Ave.
Springfield, OH 45502
Office/DSN: (937) 525-2583 / 346-2583 or
(800) 851-4503, ext. 9-2583

179 AW
Faline Rowland
1947 Harrington Memorial Rd.
Mansfield, OH 44903-0179

Office/DSN: (419) 520-6600 / 696-6600
180 FW
Judy York
2660 S. Eber Rd.
Swanton, OH 43558
Office/DSN: (419) 868-4550 / 580-4550

Oklahoma
State Family Program Director - JFHQ
CPT Lindy J. White
3501 NE Military Cir.
Oklahoma City, OK 73111-4839
Office/DSN: (405) 228-5036 / 628-5036

137 AW
Jennifer Lain
5624 Air Guard Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73159
Office/DSN: (405) 686-5683 / 720-5683

138 FW
Connie Hurt
9121 E Mustain St., Ste. 201E
Tulsa, OK 74117
Office/DSN: (918) 833-7732 / 894-7732
Cell: (918) 625-0348 (available 24 hours)

Oregon
State Family Program Director
Diane Gooding
P.O. Box 14350, 1776 Militia Way
Salem, OR 97309-5047
Office/DSN: (503) 584-3543 / 355-3543 or
(800) 452-7500

142 FW
Mary Bell
6801 NE Cornfoot Road Building 142
Portland IAP, OR 97218-2797
Office/DSN: (503) 335-4193 / 638-4193

173 FW
Tamra Narramore
211 Arnold Ave, Ste. 30
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Office/DSN: (541) 885-6112 / 830-6112

Pennsylvania
State Family Program Director
CW2 Jennifer Sadler
Dept of Military and Veterans Affairs, Attn:
MP-FAO
Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003
Office/DSN: (717) 861-9676 / 861-2650 or
(800) 634-1790

111 FW
Jean Moretti 
1151 Fairchild St.
Willow Grove JRB, PA 19090-5300
Office/DSN: (215) 443-1409 / 991-1409

171 ARW
Deb Krall
300 Tanker Road, #4221
Coraopolis, PA 15108-4221
Office/DSN: (412) 474-7365 / 277-7365

193 SOW/FRG
M. Danielle Ball
89 Mustang Alley.
Middletown, PA 17057
Office/DSN: (717) 948-3155 / 423-3155

Puerto Rico
State Family Program Director
Sgt. 1st. Class Nydia Garcia
P.O. Box 9023786,
San Juan, PR 00902-3786
nydia.garcia@pr.ngb.army.mil
Office: (787) 289-1516

156 AW
Lourdes Gonzalez
200 Jose A. Santana Ave.
Carolina, PR 00979-1502
Office/Fax: (787) 253-7443/ (787) 253-5166
Lourdes.gonzalez@prsanj.ang.af.mil

Rhode Island
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Behm
TAGRI.DP/FC, 645 New London Ave.
Cranston, RI 02920-3783
Office/DSN: (401) 275-4194 / 247-4194 or
(877) 440-7994

143 AW
Tina Scully
1 Minuteman Way
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Office/DSN: (401) 886-0148 / 476-3148

South Carolina
State Family Program Director
TAG-FP-Stop 1, 1 National Guard Rd.
Columbia, SC 29201

Office: (803) 806-2908
169 FW
Doris Luellen
1325 S. Carolina Rd., #28
Eastover, SC 29044-5028
Office/DSN: 803-647-8089/ 583-8089

South Dakota 
State Family Program Director
MAJ Harvey Fitzgerald
2823 West Main St.
Building 520 FAC
Rapid City, SD 57702-8186
Office/DSN: (605) 737-6728 / 747-8728 or
(800) 658-3930

114 FW
Rebecca Anderson
1201 W. Algonquin St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Office/DSN: (605) 988-5962 / 798-7962

Tennessee
State Family Program Director
MAJ Ronald Strahle
601 Fitzhugh Blvd.
Smyrna, TN 37167
ronald.strahle@tn.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (615) 355-3996 / 683-3996 or
(877) 311-3264

118 AW
Sherri Weathers
240 Knapp Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37217-2538
Office/DSN: (615) 399-5504 / 778-6504

134 AW
Stephen Latham
134 Briscoe Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37777-6203
Office/DSN: (865) 985-3107 / 266-3107

164 ARW
Betty Gaskins
2815 Democrat Rd., Bldg. 402, Rm. 26
Memphis, TN 38118-1510
(901) 291-7125 / 726-7125

Texas
LTC Thomas Palladino
P.O. Box 5218
Camp Mabry, Bldg. 42
Austin, TX 78763
Office/DSN: (512) 782-3765 / 954-6748 or
(800) 252-8032

136 AW
Wing Family Coordinator
Kristie Jo Buckler
300 Hensley Ave., Bldg. 1673
NAS-Carswell Field JRB
Fort Worth, TX 76127-1673
Office/DSN: (817) 852-3558 or 3456 /
874-3558

147 FW
Monalisa Norton
14657 Sneider St.
Houston, TX 77034-5586
Office/DSN: (281) 929-2056 / 454-2056

149 FW
Shanita Lanier
107 Hensley St., Ste. 2
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-0103
Office/DSN: (210) 925-6171 / 945-6171

Utah
MAJ Patrick Osmond
PO Box 1776
Draper, UT  84020-1776
patrick.osmond@ut.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (801) 523-4533 / 766-4533
Fax:  (801) 523-4685

Wing Family Coordinator 
Jill Lukes
765 N 2200 W
Salt Lake City, UT  84116-2999
jill.lukes@utsalt.ang.af.mil 
Office/DSN:  (801) 245-2524 / 245-2524
Fax:  (801) 245-2578

Vermont
State Family Program Director
MAJ William McKern
789 Vermont National Guard Rd.
Colchester, VT 05446-3099
Office/DSN: (802) 338-3347 / 636-3347 or
(800) 607-8773

158 FW
Angela Prive
88 NCO Dr., Suite 114
South Burlington, VT 05403
Office/DSN: (802) 652-8035/ 220-8035

Virginia
State Family Program Director
MAJ Leslie Myers
Bldg 316, Ft. Pickett
Attn: JFHQ-VAPA-J1-FP
Blackstone, VA 23824-6316
(888) 4TEAMVA (483-2682), ext. 6365

192 FW
Angie Wade
50 Falcon Rd., Ste. 6
Sandston, VA 23150-2524
Office/DSN: (804) 236-7036 / 864-7036

Virgin Islands
State Family Program Director
Ms. Linda Todman
4031 La Grande Princesse, Lot 1B
Christianstead, VI 00820-4353
linda.todman@vi.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN: (340) 712-7787 / 787-7787 or
(866) 724-0348
Fax: (340) 712-7782

Washington
State Family Program Director
LTC Diane Williams
Bldg. 97 Camp Murray
Tacoma, WA 98430
Office/DSN: (253) 512-7754 / 512-7881 or
(800) 364-7492

141 ARW
1403 W. Wainwright Blvd.
Fairchild AFB, WA 99011
Office/DSN: (509) 247-7009 / 657-7009

DET-1
Angela Rivera
Bldg. 106, 41st Division Way
Camp Murray, WA 98430
Office/DSN: (253) 512-3397 / 370-3397

Wisconsin
State Family Program Director
LTC Meg BlankShein
2400 Wright Street
Madison, WI 53708
Office/DSN: (608) 242-3480 / 724-3480 or
(800) 292-9464

115 FW
Vicki Edgren
2625 Hoffman St., Bldg. 307
Madison, WI 
Office/DSN: (608) 245-4654 / 724-8654

128 ARW
Debbie Schultz
1919 E. Grange Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53207-6199
Office/DSN: (414) 944-8249 / 580-8249

West Virginia
State Family Program Director
CPT Allen Martin
1701 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-1085
Office/DSN: (304) 561-6380 / 623-6380 or
(800) 794-8273

130 AW
Sharon Peters
1679 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-5000
Office/DSN: (304) 341-6625 / 366-6625

167 AW
Susan Sanders
222 Sabre Jet Blvd.
Martinsburg, WV 25401
Office/DSN: (304) 262-5590 / 242-5590

Wyoming
State Family Program Director
William Breckenridge
5500 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3320
Office/DSN: (307) 772-5208 / 388-5208
800-635-4917

153 AW
Denise Rampolla
217 Dell Range Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009
Office/DSN: (307) 772-6063 / 388-6063

Send changes/corrections to:

Edelina Villavicencio
Marketing/Communications Specialist

National Guard Bureau-Family Programs
1411 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Arlington, VA 22202

(703) 607-5526 DSN 327-5526
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By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – The Minnesota Army
National Guard’s environmental stewardship
was recognized by the secretary of defense
during a May 3 ceremony at the Pentagon.

The Guard’s Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Team won a Secretary of Defense
Environmental Award for its efforts at Camp
Ripley and throughout the state.

“This is an outstanding achievement for
our team,” Marty Skoglund, environmental
supervisor, said after the ceremony.

Based at Camp Ripley and the Arden Hills
Army Training Site, the team was cited for
accomplishments that include:

Teaming up with St. Cloud University to   
develop a system to evaluate natural     
resource requirements in planning miltary  
exercises.
Saving 50 percent of projected costs by  
performing its own rehabilitation work.
Implementing a forestry management pro-
gram.
Reducing the use of active pesticide ingre-
dients by 50 percent.
Working with surrounding communities 
to create buffer zones around training areas 
so development won’t impact training.

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has

said that the Defense Department is the stew-
ard of 30 million acres where forces are
housed and trained and where weapons are
tested. “The duty to protect the natural
resources of those lands is a profound
responsibility,” Rumsfeld observed.

“We’re also responsible for maintaining
adequate resources to house and train our
forces as they work to secure and defend our
nation,” Kenneth Krieg, under secretary of
defense for acquisition, technology and

logistics, told the award winners at the
Pentagon. “These two responsibilities are
inextricably linked.”

Marcus Peacock, deputy administrator for
the Environmental Protection Agency, said
improving the environment has become more
challenging since the secretary of defense’s
awards were introduced in 1961 because all
the obvious, easy changes have already been
made. “We have picked the low-hanging fruit
… and we are now left with the hard stuff,”

Peacock said.
He said good environmental stewardship

“comes naturally to people who care about
their country” such as Soldiers.
Founded in 1931, Camp Ripley covers near-

ly 53,000 acres.
“Camp Ripley’s team of natural resources

personnel has been effective in using cutting-
edge technology to study some very sensitive
species,” said Skoglund, the environmental
supervisor, “as well as being second in the
nation to develop an Army compatible use
buffer program that is really looking [to the]
future of Camp Ripley and Soldier readi-
ness.”
The 13-member team was also cited for

teaming up with more than 20 partners,
including government, educational,
non-prof it, tribal and non-governmental
organizations to accomplish its environ-
mental goals.

The team was also praised for its efforts to
educate hundreds of school and community
groups. Skoglund said that community out-
reach exceeds 200 presentations to up to
15,000 people each year.

“It brings us closer to our community,” 
he said of the award. “It demonstrates to 
our community our commitment to these
resources.”

Minnesota rewarded for environmental care

Photo by Sgt. Jim Greenhill, National Guard Bureau

Representatives of the Minnesota Army National Guard Natural Resources
Conservation Team accepted a Secretary of Defense Environmental Award for
natural resources conservation at the Pentagon on May 3. 

By Sgt. Jim Greenhill
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – Ohio was the Army
National Guard’s overall winner in the 2006
Army Communities of Excellence Awards.

Dozens of Ohio Soldiers let out a resound-
ing “Hooah!” followed by sustained
applause during a May 3 ceremony at
Arlington Hall, the Army National Guard
Readiness Center, as their state took first
place.

“Each and every one of the states that are
here … is a winner,” Brig. Gen. Alberto
Jimenez, special assistant to the director of
the Army National Guard, said before he rec-
ognized 22 Guard programs. “Thank you for
taking care of your Soldiers – our Soldiers –
because ultimately the whole purpose of the
(ACOE) program … is to take care of
Soldiers.”

The next day, Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Peter Schoomaker recognized the Ohio
Army National Guard in a separate ceremo-
ny at the Pentagon for the state’s selection as
ACOE Special Category Winner by the
Department of the Army.

“We are extremely proud of this accom-
plishment,” said Maj. Gen. Greg Wayt,
Ohio’s adjutant general. “It recognizes years
of hard work and effort by every Soldier in
the Ohio Army National Guard and our goal
of maintaining an effective, quality organiza-
tion.”
The ACOE program encourages continuous

improvement. The Army Performance

Improvement Criteria (APIC) provides the
measures for ACOE evaluation.

The APIC categories are leadership;
strategic planning; customer focus; meas-
urement, analysis and knowledge manage-
ment; human resources; process manage-
ment and business results.

Focusing on ACOE standards has trans-
formed Ohio’s readiness, Wayt said.

“Seven years ago, we were ranked 46th in

readiness,” he said. “Was it embarrassing?
Absolutely it was embarrassing. Today,
we’re ranked No. 1 in the nation. I’m not
bragging about it. It’s the power of what
ACOE does for us.”

The ACOE achievement came shortly
after Ohio announced that it met its 2006
recruiting goal six months ahead of sched-
ule, and Brig. Gen. Matthew Kambic,
assistant adjutant general, suggested the

two were connected.
“It is that kind of commitment to quality by

leaders at every level that has led to our suc-
cess in recruiting and sustaining readiness
during arguably the most challenging times
in our organization’s history,” Kambic said.

Jimenez said readiness is essential.
“We are in a momentary lull,” Jimenez said,

referring to decreased numbers of deployed
Guard members. “If we hold true to the
words of our president, this is a long war.
Now we are in a lull to reset ourselves for the
next campaign, wherever that next campaign
may take us.”

In addition to the ACOE award, the Ohio
Army Guard receives $750,000 to enhance
the quality of life of its Soldiers and employ-
ees.

Ohio’s contingent dwarfed the representa-
tion of 21 other Guard winners at the cere-
mony. “It truly is a team effort,” Wayt said, as
Ohio Soldiers crammed onto the stage to
accept the award. “We’ve institutionalized it
in our organization. We’ve been doing this
for seven years.”

In those seven years, Ohio has been a fre-
quent winner, starting with the National
Guard Bureau “Rookie of the Year” award in
2002. The state has been the Guard’s overall
winner three other times and has twice pre-
viously won the special category created by
the Department of the Army to recognize
National Guard ACOE accomplishments.

The Ohio National Guard Public Affairs
Office contributed to this report.

Photo by Sgt. Jim Greenhill, National Guard Bureau

A large and ebullient Ohio Army National Guard delegation celebrated the
state’s selection as overall winner of the 2006 Army National Guard Army
Communities of Excellence (ACOE) Award at a May 3 ceremony at Arlington
Hall, the Army National Guard Readiness Center in Arlington, Va. Holding the
award are Maj. Gen. Greg Wayt, Ohio’s adjutant general, and Brig. Gen.
Matthew Kambic, assistant adjutant general. Brig. Gen. Alberto Jimenez, spe-
cial assistant to the director of the Army National Guard, to the left of Wayt,
presented the award. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker recognized
the Ohio Army Guard as the Fiscal Year 2006 ACOE Special Category Winner
in a separate, May 5, ceremony at the Pentagon on May 5.

Ohio wins Army Guard’s top award for community excellence

THE ON GUARDTHE ON GUARD

The On Guard June Layout NEW UPDATES.qxd  5/18/06  4:32 PM  Page 16



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




