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PA Interview Questionnaire �± Fire Station Facility:__Vega Baja______ 
 Interviewer:__J. Witte________ 
 Date/Time:__5/24/2019______ 

 
Interviewee:_ __________ 
Title:__Fire Chief________________________ 
Phone Number:__ ____________ 
Email:__ __ 

Can your name/role be used in the PA Report?  Y or N  
Can you recommend anyone we can interview? 
Y or N __________________________ 

1. Roles or activities with the Facility/years working at the Facility. 
 
Formerly the station chief at Vega Baja (2003-2017); MilTech at Camp Santiago (2010-present). Became 
Fire Chief in 2018. 

2. What can you tell us about the history of AFFF at the Facility? Was it used for any of the following 
activities, circle all that apply and indicate years of active use, if known? Identify these locations on a 
facility map.  

 
Maintenance (e.g., ramp washing) �± Truck maintenance occurrs at Vega Baja, including nozzle checks 
(with only water), at wash rack at FMS. 
Fire Training Areas �± No FTAs at Vega Baja 
Firefighting (Active Fire) �± AFFF was used off-facility at the 2009 Fort Buchanan Capeco Fire. No 
other AFFF uses.  
Crash �± No known crashes requiring AFFF response. 
Fire Suppression Systems (Hangers/Dining Facilities) �± No AFFF in a fire suppression system 
Fire Protection at Fueling Stations �± No AFFF suppression/protection systems. 
Non-Technical/Recreational/ Pest Management �± None  

 
3. Are any current buildings constructed with AFFF dispensing systems or fire suppression systems?  

What are the AFFF/suppression system test requirements? What is the frequency of testing at the 
AFFF/suppression systems?  

 
No 

4. Are fire suppression systems currently charged with AFFF or have they been retrofitted for use of 
high expansion foam?  

 
No 

5. How is AFFF procured? Do you have an inventory/procurement system that tracks use?   

 
AFFF procurement is unclear, but it was procured first in 2006 after the first AFFF capable fire 
truck was received. 



PA Interview Questionnaire �± Fire Station Facility:__Vega Baja______ 
 Interviewer:__J. Witte________ 
 Date/Time:__5/24/2019______ 

 
6. What type of AFFF has been/is being used (3%, 6%, Mil Spec Mil-F-24385, High Expansion)? 

Manufacturer (3M, Dupont, Ansul, National Foam, Angus, Chemguard, Buckeye, Fire Service Plus)? 
 
Chemguard 3% 

7. Is AFFF formulated on base? If so, where is the solution mixed, contained, transferred, etc.? 
 
AFFF is formulated at the scene of its use within the AFFF-capable truck. It is not mixed at Vega Baja. 

8. Where is the AFFF stored? How is it stored (tanks, 55-gallon drums, 5-gallon buckets)? What 
size are the storage tanks? Is the AFFF stored as a mixed solution (3% or 6%) or concentrated 
material? 

 
AFFF is stored on trucks and in the 215th Firefighter Engineer Department storage room within Vega 
Baja 

9. How is the AFFF transferred to emergency response vehicles, suppression systems, flightline 
extinguishers?  Is/was there a specified area on the facility where vehicles are filled with AFFF and 
does this area have secondary containment in case of spills? How and where are vehicles storing 
AFFF cleaned/decontaminated? 

 
AFFF is stored in buckets that would be poured into the AFFF tank on a truck. The truck currently 
stored at Vega Baja is an Osh Kosh water tanker truck with a 50-gal AFFF tank and a 2500-gal water 
tank. 

10. Provide a list of vehicles that carried AFFF, now and in the past, and where are/were they located? 
 
At Vega Baja one truck is stationed there currently, as described above.  

11. Any vehicles have a history of leaking AFFF? Do you/did you test the vehicles spray patterns to 
make sure equipment is working properly? How often are/were these spray tests performed and can 
you provide the locations of these tests, now and in the past? 

 
The water tanker truck had a cracked water tank. Prior to maintenance on the tank, AFFF was drained 
from the AFFF tank by a contractor. A request will be made for the AFFF draining record by the 
private contractor. 
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 Interviewer:__J. Witte________ 
 Date/Time:__5/24/2019______ 

 
12. How many FTAs are/were on this facility and where are they? Locate on a map. How many FTAs 

are active and inactive? For inactive FTAs, when was the last time that fire training using AFFF 
was conducted at them?   

 
No FTAs. 

13. What types of fuels/flammables were used at the FTAs?  
 
Diesel, lubricating oils. 

14. What was the frequency of AFFF use at each location? When a release of AFFF occurs during a fire 
training exercise, now and in the past, how is/was the AFFF cleaned and disposed of? Were 
retention ponds built to store discharged AFFF? Was the AFFF trickled to the sanitary sewer or 
left in the pond to infiltrate? 

 
AFFF is not known to have ever been used at Vega Baja. 

15. Are there mutual aid/use agreements between county, city, local fire department? Please list, even if 
informal. If formalized, may we have a copy of the agreement? Can you recall specific times when city, 
county, state personnel came on-post for training? If so, please state which state/county agency, 
military entity? Do you have any records, including photographs to share with us? 

 
If available, these have been requested. 

16. Did individual units come on-post with their own safety personnel, did they also bring their own AFFF? 
Was training with AFFF part of these exercises? How were emergencies handled under these 
circumstances? 

 
No fire training occurs at Vega Baja, nor have any outside units come to Vega Baja for hands-on training. 
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17. Did military routinely or occasionally fire train off-post? List units that you can recall used/trained at 

various areas. 
 
The 215th Firefighter Engineer Department trains at Camp Santiago, and has trained at Ft Buchanan. 

18. Are there specific emergency response incident reports (i.e., aircraft or vehicle crash sites and fires)? If 
so, may we please copy these reports? Who (entity) was the responder? 

 
2009 Capeco fuel fire at Ft Buchanan required response from the Vega Baja 215th Fire Department. 25 
5-gallon buckets of AFFF was used by the fire department in response to that fire. 

19. Do you have records of fuel spill logs? Was it common practice to wash away fuel spills with 
AFFF? Is/was AFFF used as a precaution in response to fuel releases or emergency runway 
landings to prevent fires? 

 
No records of fuel spill logs that AFFF was used in response to. 

20. Was AFFF used for forest fires or fire management on-post/off-post? If so, please describe what 
happened and who was involved? 

 
Vega Baja is not prone to forest fires. Forest fires at Fort Allen and Camp Santiago are responded to the by 
the fire department, but only with water and only when they are accessible. Some fires occur in 
mountainous, remote areas as a result of live fire training on downrange. 

21. Can you provide any other locations where AFFF has been stored, released, or used (i.e. hangars, 
buildings, fire stations, firefighting equipment testing and maintenance areas, emergency response 
sites, storm water/surface water, waste water treatment plants, and AFFF ponds)? 

 
AFFF capable trucks are/have been stored at Vega Baja, Fort Allen, and Camp Santiago: 
Vega Baja �± 1 Osh Kosh Water Tanker Truck (50-gal AFFF [empty]) 
Fort Allen  �± 1 Rosenbauer R-1 Airwolf  Firetruck (40-gal AFFF) 
Camp Santiago �± 2 Humvee Skid Units (1 can carry 10-gal AFFF, the other only water); 1 E-One Pumper 
Truck (carries 50 gallons of 3% AFFF [unknown if it is full]). 1 more truck �± information has been 
requested. 
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22. Are you aware of any other creative uses of AFFF? If so, how was AFFF used?  What entities were 

involved? 
 
No known creative uses of AFFF. 

23. How is off-spec AFFF disposed (used for training, turned in, or given to a local Fire Station)? If 
applicable, do you know the name of the vendor that removes off-spec AFFF? Do you have copies of 
the manifest or B/L? 

 
AFFF has not been disposed of since it has been received, except in the case that it was used during the 
2009 fuel fire at Fort Buchanan. 

24. Do you recommend anyone else we can interview? If so, do you have contact information for them? 
 
The former fire chief passed away. 
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