Elements
Command and Control Team


Directs and deploys the overall
activity of the CERFP



Reports to the JTF-State and
the Incident Commander

Search and Extraction Team
Conducts casualty search and
rescue operations


Extracts victims



Lifts and moves debris and
heavy items using ropes,
chains, wires or cranes
(rigging)



Uses equipment designed to
support the sides of an
excavation and prevent caveins (shoring)

Decontamination Team


Conducts site selection



Establishes log-in and log-out
procedures



Conducts clothing removal



Ambulatory and nonambulatory decontamination

Medical Team


Performs medical triage and
initial treatment



Provides emergency medical
treatment



Stages for military and civilian
evacuation



Provides medical support to
patient decontamination and
search and extraction

Locations: The initial establishment of CERFP placed at least one in each of
the 10 FEMA regions. As of July 2008, there are currently 17 validated
CERFPs.
Mission: To provide immediate response capability to the governor including:
incident site search capability of damaged buildings, rescuing trapped
casualties, providing decontamination, and performing medical triage and
initial treatment to stabilize patients for transport to medical facilities.
Overview: The CERFP is comprised of four elements staffed by personnel
from already established National Guard units. Elements include: search and
extraction, decontamination, medical, and command and control. The
command and control team directs the overall activities of the CERFP, and
coordinates with the Joint Task Force–State (JTF-State) and the Incident
Commander. The search and extraction element is assigned to an Army
National Guard Engineering Company, the decontamination element is
assigned to an Army National Guard Chemical Company, and the medical
element is assigned to an Air National Guard Medical Group. Security duties
for the incident site and the four CERTF elements are performed by the state
National Guard Response Force.

Learn More:
http://www.ngb.ngb.army.mil/features/HomelandDefense/cerfp/factsheet.html
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