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Retired guardsman's art - Guardsmen to
commemorates 102ndtrain
Fighter Wing's effort.otan fh
and after Sept. 11, 2001NainlA ms NatiOnal Army
By Cliff McDonald-
I02FW Public Affairs By Master Sgt. Bob Haskel,
c6'urt Mas. Set. 11, National Guard Bureau

2001, will be eternally etched in our minds. ARLINGTON, Va. - More than 500 mem-
The heinous acts of terrorism that were com- bers of an Oklahoma Army National Guard
3mi00edves, dayrested r daaedls oy at s infantry brigade are transferring the military

training skills and cultural lessons they havemarks abeen mastering this fall in Colorado to the
across our nationf. southwest Asian count where they will

For de speople willexchange stories 4serve for most of the upcoming winter and
about:, where were you and what did you do?spig spring-
Each of us will seal -away memories and emo- The citizen-soldiers
tionis from that day. This is the story of one adMrnsatahdt

°n6 and Marines attached to
man, artist Eric Michelsen of Cotit, Mass., the 45th Enhanced

andSeparate Brigade areHmoving out this month
excites him are things that, Ily Its somethi g for Afghanistan to take
Michelsen always knew he wanted to do, pho-charge f training the
tograph, draw and paint aircraft Anuncle t c

him to an-air show at OtisAir Force Base when new Afghan National
he was 10. Armed with his first camera, he MancinoIt will becomeMancin° the next Task Force
began shooting away. Phoenix.

Now; almost 50 years later, it's more than a The brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen.
hobby. He's an accomplished aviation artist Thomas Mancino, will assume the training
who devotes much. of. his time to painting the .misofrm ebrsfthacveA y'aircraft of the 102nd Fighter Wing at Otis Air mission frm nembers of the active rmys

NatinalGuad Bae i Masachsets.i0th Mountain Division in December and
will remain in Afghanistan until next June.Michelsen's aviation art stands out for it's Mancino began his Army Guard career in

strong quality and powerfl, technically accu- 1968 and has commanded the Oklahoma
r mbrigade since May 2001. He holds a master's

Michelsen's latest painting, "Missing Mandeee in naa and appied Science from
Salute" depicts four E-15s from Otis perform- Oklahoma State University
ing the missing man maneuver over the Statue Okahm Guad soliersityhdigmebr

of Lierty.Army Guard soldiers, including membersS rt comme of the Special Forces, have been taking part
"efart s an1 te r g nmoate in the war against terrorism in AfghanistanSept. 11, 2001, for their response tothe tenror-.Eric Michelsnsatest paining,"Missing Man Salute," depicts four F- and training Afghan national soldiers sinceeforsofth 02dFihtrWigonan ftrPresident George W. BUsh ordered troops

ists attacks -on the World Trade Center," 15s from Otis Air National Guard, Base performing the missing man Pre.idntht conrye foWin tuhe tertroris
maneuver over the Statueof Liberty. Te paiing comemorates the into that country following the terrorist

Page 2 efforts of the102nd Fighter Wing on and after Sept. It 2001. See 45th On Page 8
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-. a Army Guard education services help 184,000 soldiers
The On Guard is published monthly By Maj. Troy M. Gipps very best access to education on the ability of Guard members in the Guard's education services

using federal funds under provisions of Massachusetts Army National Guard benefits." to access their education bene- offices. Sgt. Maj. John P. Hill,

AR 360-81 by the Command NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. "Last year, the course focused fits," said Schwickerath. guidance counselor and acting

Information Branch of the National - Education services personnel specifically on ESOs (Education "Deploying ESOs often have ESO for the Florida ARNG, had

Guard Bureau's Public Affairs. Office from 26 states and territories Service Officers)," said Haley. very little, if any, time to train only a few days to spend with his

for all members of the.Army and Air gathered in November at the "This year, we expanded the cur- their replacements. This- course ESO before he shipped out for a

National Guard. The 55,000 copies are National Guard Professional riculun from 40 to 80 hours and has successfully bridged this stateside mission.

distributed to all National Guard units Education Center in North Little opened it up to all full-time edu- knowledge gap," "I have spoken with my

and selected organizations throughout Rock, Ark. for the second annu- cation services personnel. We "Having the opportunity to deployed ESO often over the lastRockArk.for he seond nnu-catio sericespersnnel.We atendthis ours isoxtrehly"nneamnths Hisai.HiB.utBthhs

al Army National Guard now have ESOs, Montgomery attend this course is extremely nine
the l rei ahe view sa i Education Services Course to GI Bill managers, guidance important," according to 1st. Lt. absence from the office has dra-

p e h er improve their ability to deliver counselors, education techni- Heather M. Cummings who matically increased an already
those of the Department of Defense, the increasing workload.t'

Air Force education benefits to 184,000 cians, and tuition assistance found herself in that position just irr n t of the FloridaA eA National Guard soldiers, managers attending." one week before the start of the Thmy per
Guard Bureau Army Guard is currently

The intensive two-week course The first week of the course course when she assumed the deployed, yet the state's Army
provides students with a hands- focused primarily on duties tra- duties of the deployed ESO for Guard federal tuition assistance

on, web-based training opportu- ditionally performed by ESOs. the West Virginia Army Guard. usage increased by 36 percent in
n ity to improve the strength and The second week included a' "The course is much more in- the last year.
readiness of the National Guard one-day overview of the Guard's depth than I had anticipated, and "I'm a one-man band," said

E-mail your storiesto us by the Ist of by supporting the voluntary incentive programs and three I am confident that I'll be able to Hill. "The course has given me

each month. We prefer that photos be civilian education needs of their days of training on Montgomery use what I have learned to help the chance to learn how other

high-quality digital (200 dpi or more) soldiers through professional GI Bill programs. The students soldiers work toward their edu- states do business. I'll be bor-

and e-mailed to: marketing, counseling and received classes in marketing, cational goals when I return to rowing some of their ideas so

administrative practices. counseling, benefits administra- my home state" that I can better serve my sol-
Editor.OnGuard~ngb.ang.af.miI "Education benefits continue to tion, time management, exami- But it's not just the students "Tdiers,"

be the number one reason why nation and distance learning pro- who are learning., sive education services course of

people join and stay in the U.S. grams, earning college credit for "I can't imagine a better source its kind in all the military servic-
military," said to Master Sgt. military training experiences, of knowledge and expertise for a es," said Schwickerath. "We've
Robert B. Haley, education serv- accreditation and the use of new ESO than a seasoned ESO," got a top-notch education bene-

NGB-PAI-CI ices officer for the Maine Army Montgomery GI Bill benefits for said Chief Warrant Officer fits package, but without fully-
Suite 11200 National Guard since 1995, and apprenticeship programs. Bradley Nelson, ESO for the trained education services per-
1411 Jefferson Davis Highway the national chairman of the Special emphasis was placed on Montana ARNG and the Region sonnel there's no guarantee that

Arlington VA 22202-3259 ARNG Education Services the impact of mobilization of a 6 education services representa- our soldiers will be able to

Officer Committee. soldier's education benefits. tive. "The students know that we access all their benefits. A course

"The success of the course can - "This type of cross-training is hav& already trayetedthe xpad,_ like this mt' .J
U a be attributed to its home-grown good news for ou soldiers," said so the transfer of experiences gence

Phone/Fax roots," Haley said. "It was to Maj. Ronald Schwickerath, and lessons learned between the "Iv's great to think of the posi-

(703) 607-2649 designed and taught by seasoned director of the Education and group and the sharing of our net- tive impact our students can
DSN 327-2649 education services personnel, Incentives Section at the works of professional contacts is respective states and territories,"

FAX: (703)607-3686 and when you combine their National Guard Bureau. In the priceless. Everyone, including said Haley. "They represent
commitment to excellence with last year alone, more than 20 the instructors, walks away from 184,000 Army National Guard
the enthusiasm of our students, percent of the ARNG's full-time this course a little smarter." soldiers and we have given them

- you get a winning combination. education services personnel Deployments also result in the tools they need to ensure that
It is a transfer of knowledge that have been deployed, increased work loads and a the Guard keeps its promise to

www.ngb.army.mil/onguard will ensure that Guard members "This type of knowledge gap wider range of responsibilities help its soldiers prepare for suc-

across our nation will have the can have a very negative impact for those employees remaining cessful futures."

FROM PAGE 1

A ft south. There wasn't anything unusual about coming and going.

CHIEF, 'Michelsen explained "And the subsequent the scramble. After all the 102nd had for the Moved by the events, Michelsen began
'NatioEal GuardMBuicau''hous- ven sa-tek mbat past 30 years been on alert and responsible thinking about how he could personally con-

LTG H' Steven Burea " air patrols over the northeastern United for the air defense of the northeast sector of tribute something through his art to the over-
States." the United States and doing both real world all sacrifices being made by members of his

Michelsen's early interest in photography and practice intercepts in the area. former unit.
CHIEF, and aviation art also guided him towards a However, on this day Michelsen said he had It was at the suggestion of Brig. Gen. Sam

NGB, Public Affairs career in the military. He joined the Army a feeling within him that something out of Shiver, then commander of the

Mr. Daniel Donohue Reserve in 1966 as a photographer and later the Ordinary was taking place. Massachusetts Air National Guard, that he

signed on with the Air National Guard in "Perhaps," he said, "it was the high rate of consider the missing man maneuver as the

H1977 as a traditional Guardsman. speed that the two jets accelerated as they subject of his painting.

CHIEF, i is a former member of the, 102nd, ha- disappeared high into the clear blue sky." Michelsen will present the original 51-inch

NGB-Public Affairs ing served with the unit as noncommissioned A short while later Michelsen received the by 36-inch oil on canvas painting as a gift to

Command Information officer-in-charge of the Communication shocking news about the attack on the World the 102nd Fighter Wing.

Mrs. Dalena Kanouse Flight, Visual Information Section. He Trade Center, and he knew at once where the A signed and numbered limited edition of

retired from the wing in 1990. two F-15s had gone. He was also well aware 750 archival 24-inch by 16-inch prints of this

EDITOR Michelsen lives near the base and is accus- of the transition painting will be available for sale.

Tech. Sgt. Gary Hicks tomed to seeing aircraft flying over his Cape Michelsen often stayed awake late into the Several other paintings by Michelsen adorn

Cod home. The sounds never disturb him; it's night just to watch the sleek and graceful the walls of Otis Air National Guard Base

one of the things he enjoys most about living 0'Eagles" launching from the base during the buildings. While still a member of the unit he

SENIOR CORRESPONDENT close to Otis. following months. Many hours later the jets painted a 30-foot mural in what was then the

Master Sgt. Bob Haskell On the morning of Sept. 11,2001 he noticed would return from a combat air patrol, and Massachusetts Air National Guard State

two F-15s scramble from the base heading there were always more jets continuously Headquarters building on the base.
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'Kicking it up a notch:' The Nicotra Emeril connection
By Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen thanked me for the postcard, wished us well,
New Jersey National Guard sent me five Jambalaya recipes and some

McGUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, N.J. - It all pictures of Emeril. We never put the recipes
started with a letter sent during Operation that she sent to use, because we had no food
Iraqi Freedom. except MREs and unit group rations."

"Dear Emeril, The Emeril photos proved more useful. The
Can you please send your favorite recipe Food Services team posted them in the din-

for jambalaya to the Defense Dept. This ing hall with a note stating that Emeril gave
MRE (meal ready to eat) also known as the facility five chef hats - his highest award.
meals rejected by everyone was fair at best "They would usually last a day or so before
I kicked it up a notch [this is one of Emeril someone would steal them," said Nicotra.
Lagesse's trademark slogans from his TV "So I decided to keep this up. I wrote and
show] with a teeny, weenie bottle of said that when the 177th Services Flight got
Tobasco, which came with the MRE. back from Iraq, we would like to get tickets

Your fan in the desert for his show and come up to New York for a
Master Sgt. John £ Nicotra" taping. I also sent Emeril an MRE with a

Nicotra, 177th Fighter Wing dining hall note saying please try it."
supervisor, was deployed along with 17 Nicotra didn't hear anything further from
members of the 177th Services Flight in sup- the Emeril team.
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom from March After Nicotra and the rest -of the 177th
21 through July 3. During that period, he Services flight returned to New Jersey, life .

served at both Ar' Ar in Saudi Arabia and returned to the day-to-day routine. Thoughts
Baghdad International Airport. about MREs, jambalaya and Emeril Lagasse Photo provided by theS30th AMW Multimedia Support Center

A case of heartburn prompted Nicotra to were just part of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Mast otra of the 177th Fighter Wing was a special guest on Emeril
write the letter to Emeril Lagasse, a chef at Then in early September, Nicotra got a call
the Food Television Network.At the time of from 2nd Lt, Luz Aponte', the 177th public Lagaesse"s television show on Nov. 16.
the letter, desperation was in the air and the affairs officer. approached before by the military to do a For the second segment, Nicotra, along with
MREs in general had bottomed out in flavor "She asked me if I had written Emeril while show about MREs, but it didn't work out." former POW Pfc. Shoshona Johnson and
and appeal for almost everyone in the com- I was in the desert I said yes. She said that At 6 p.m., the actual taping was done. The country music artist Trace Adkins were the
bat theater.Nicota sent the letter on the back they were going to tape a Thanksgiving with theme was turkey. For anyone who has not guests of honor at the counter.
of a MRE box. our Troops show at McGuire and that the seen the Emeril show, the layout mimicked a They were served lobster, corn chowder,

"It was just a joke -I didn't really expect a production team had asked if my wife New York ta n except on a larger scale - sweet potato biscuits, and of course turkey
reply," said Nicotra.. "Everyone kidded me Luanne. and I could attend. I said sure "  jambalayaabottthe leter ... ttasaid , <>.=, . pproxp11~ely 1,200 atiyeduty, Guard and jalflbalaya.4pp t~k ty Garr Also at the counter was a cluster ofjamba-

When Nicotra didn't get a reply, it really On Sept. 25, Nicotra and his wife arrived at reserve members attended. laya MREs with Nicotra's postcard that had
didn't come as any surprise. That all changed McGuire Air Force Base. The morning and The show revolves around Emeril cooking started the whole process.
when he got to Baghdad. afternoon was spent on the dress rehearsal. for people sitting at a counter, as well as a The show aired on Nov. 16.
"I got a letter from his production assistant, "We chatted with Emeril during the few small round tables while the rest of the All this goes to prove that all it takes is one

Patricia La Monte," Nicotra said. "She rehearsals," Nicotra said. "He said he'd been audience watches from the bleachers. letter to kick things up a notch.
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Arkansas pilot's final flight is a family affair
By Tech. Sgt Bob Oldham
189th Airlift Wing PublicAffairs

LITTLE ROCK AIR FORCE BASE, Ark.
After flying more than 8,700 hours in Air

Force planes, an Arkansas Air National
Guard C-130 pilot flew the most memorable
two hours of his entire 34-year career on
Oct. 28.

Lt. Col. Larry "Rocket" Hill, a 154th
Training Squadron pilot, said his last two
hours of flying time were the best because he
was on board with those he loves: his twin
daughters - Capt. Elissa Granderson and
Capt. Leslie Hill - who are both C- 130 pilots
in the 154th, and a hand-picked navigator,
flight engineer and loadmaster

"This is probably -my most memorable
flight in all my years of flying," he said.

The squadron received Air Force approval
in early October for his daughters to join Hill
on his final flight. Officials here believe it
may be the first time a father was accompa-
nied by twin daughters on a final flight.

Before takeoff, all three were looking for-
ward to flying together, cracking jokes and
reminiscing about their years together.
However, once it was time to plan the mis-
sion and discuss the colonel's final flight, it
was all business for the trio and the rest of
the crew.

On board the cargo plane, typical aircrew
banter filled the headsets as the crew ran
through checklists to prepare for takeoff.

After a two-hour flight that took the crew
from Little Rock AFB to Memphis, Tenn., Photos by Tech. Sgt. Bob Oldham
south to Greenville, Miss., west to Lt. Col. Larry "Rocket" Hill, a 154th Training Squadron pilot, is all smiles as he flies C-130 cargo aircraft for the final
Texarkana, Ark., and back to the base, they time in his 34-year career Oct. 28 at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark. The colonel and his twin daughters - Capt. Elissa
slipped into the local pattern for a final pass Granderson and Capt. Leslie Hill - flew his final flight together, after receiving Air Force approval earlier in the month.
over the base. Leslie was in the co-pilot seat with him for the first half of the two hour flight.

As the huge plane zoomed over the airfield While the flight was memorable for Hill, it
one last time, Hill said he felt a lump in his was also fun for his daughters.
throat as he saw his fellow aircrew members "We didn't think it was going to happen
and maintenance personnel lined up on the until a few weeks ago," Leslie said.
tarmac, awaiting his arrival. He didn't have The squadron received Air Force approval
much time to take it all in because he was in in early October, clearing the way for the
a steep left turn that would take him back to family to fly together.
the runway to land. "I was a little nervous [as the flight began],'

As the crew taxied the plane to its parking she said. "I know how he's picked us apart in
spot, it had to navigate between a cordon of life, and I thought he'd critique us, but he
maintenance troops who snapped to atten- didnt.
tion and saluted as the aircraft taxied past. As with just about any father, he sometimes

"That was quite an honor,' Hill said after- offers his daughters his opinion.
ward. "You don't know how hard those guys "He tends to come through the squadron
work, the conditions they have to work in and give us some unsolicited advice," she
the cold and the heat - to keep those air- said. "Were like, 'Hey, we're not at home,
planes going. And to think enough of me to
come out there and stand at attention while I
finish my last flight. That's wonderful." Perhaps the only break in radio discipline

A self-described relic, the colonel began his came when Elissa identified his position in

flying career in a version of the Lockheed the local pattern.

Constellation that was a radar surveillance "She said you're No. 2 behind that one,
aircraft. Later, he transitioned to the KC-135 dad," he recalled. "That's not how we're sup-
reflieler and finally to the C-130 Hercules in posed do it ... but that's pretty cool."
1986 when the squadron changed from a "Oh, my gosh, did I say that?" she asked
refueling mission to a C-130 training mis- later, laughing. "There's no telling how many A crowd of 189th Airlift Wing members wait for Hill to exit his C-130 cargo air-

sion tims Isaidtha tody."craft for the last time in his 34-year career.
sion. limes I said that today."
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By Ma. Stan Zezotarski
California National Guard

CAMP ROBERTS, Calif - "CanmpBob,"
the nickname soldiers affectionately
bestowed upon Camp Roberts,' California
is the only military camp in America
named after Entertainer Bob Hope, so
quipped the legendary comedian during his
1952 radio broadcast from Camp Roberts.

"It's always a special personal thrill to
play ,at Camp Roberts," opened Bob Hope
dluring his live broadcast from the camp in

.1952. "I'veplayed a lot of Army camps butU
this, is the only one that they named after
me.',

More than 10,000 troops were- at Camp
Roberts at the time conducting basic train-
ing and preparing for deployment to Korea-
including the California National Guards
40th Infantry Division (Mechanized). The
training conditions at Camp Roberts were
harsh, hot, and unforgiving. The scenery
included rolling hills, and trees, and plenty
of open ground where the torturous sun
could pound down on soldiers. But with
just one quick quip, Hope made soldiers
forget about all of' that.

'This camp is located in the heart of the
lettuce country" Hope said. "I haven'It seen
this much green since (Bing), Crosby

d r c u s e H p t hdopp e de h ist tal e t. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C a lio rn ia N a tio n a l G u a rd fi le p h o to

soldiers of the time didn't haye much on Bob Hope greets guests attending a dihner in his honor at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in 1980. More than 500,

Camp Roberts, which was~ a traditionally
male-orientated installation in .1952.....not even think about girls. in fact every Riverside are, Well documented. Hope, endearing hit than, Hope did when -he

"Whlethy. re n.basctranin, hes fight the Wls go through the liaacswth t d i~reception at all three, facilities., stepped before American servicemen-lone-

gyar'supposed to forget............flashlight and wakestiaybody tha ha Hope's agent recently revaled, ht h soine for hone-and> quipped: "Hi, fellow.
guys~~~~ as 9m~eey amile on is face.!7w beloved ciitertainer was so appreciative of tourists."....
about~~Th girls,". Hoejkd'Teegy ut . entertainer was. at Camp,, is, response at Riverside-nb0w March Air At the same time the public showers acco-

Roberts with special guest, actress Jane Reserve Base and home of the California lades up Ion Hope and echoes his theme
Russell, promoting thei recently released Air National Guard's 163rd ,Air Refueling song, "Thanks for the Memories," Camp
movie, "Son of Paleface." HoPic and Wing-that it inspired a multi-decade, multi: Bob is remembering the star in several
Russell played the lead ,characters. Hope, war global tour entertaining troops.
portrayed Junior Potter, who returns -to Author and radio -talk show host SpencerwasTukdwyinaacecoerf
claim his fatther's gold. ,Russell leads a -gang Leigh recently claimed, however, that the Camp's museum is a special dedication
of thieves, and Roy Rogers portrayed a fed- Camp Roberts also inspired the entertainer. to Bob Hope..- Cam.p Bob to the Army fans

eral marshal hunting for Russell's- gang' "In'1941, Bob Hope entertained soldiers at visiting it-with a CD recording of 'his and
Hope and Russell performed radio spoofs. Camp Roberts and he was so exhilarated by, Russell's 1952 radio show from, the post.
on the movie and -On attending the premier, his reception that he became a compulsive The CD is available to the public for a $ 10
"Son of Paleface." entertainer for the forces, first in the donation to the Camp Roberts Historical

lHopes self-effacing humor generated an Second World War, then in Korea and MuemCapRbrsCliona941
enormous response from the crowd of sol- Vietnam, and finally in the Gulf," Spencer .5000, (805) 238-8288.
diers. But his ability to appeal to soldiers' wrote. Cm oet hs oe h ot
lifestyles and sense of humor won their Hope's charity for lifting troop morale was Cm oet hs olwrteps'
admiration and respect. It was no different not lost upon the California National flag to half mast in honor of the star on July

at Camp Roberts,; Hope joked that Camp Guard! In a special 'dinner sponso red by 27th, in fond recollection that Hope once
Roberts was undergoing renova tion at the The National Guard Association of jokingly referred to "Camp Bob' as his per-
time-especially the mess halls, California on Dec. -10, 1980 at the Sheraton sorial namesake. As Camp Roberts begins-"They now have garbage disposal s in.. Universal, Hottel -in Los Angeles, entertain- its journey to become part of a. power pro-
every mess hall," Hope wisecracked. er's and military personnel, thanked the, jection platform - an upgrade that could
"They're known as KY's," King of Comedy in person for his- service, bring As many as 60,000 additional niobi-
He related to the soldiers' love of sports at The 40th Infantry Division Band, and The iesodrstouhCm RbesFt

Photo by Jack Halbin .th.cm. . . . . . 16hTtiaAilfWis52nBnd.Hunter Liggett, and CamipSan LuisObispo
Bob Hope n KP? TheKing...."They have .awonderthl athletic .program'i'povided music for an evening in .a tribute. ifCioraNtonlGrdotny

Comedyapparntly soke ~ here," he said white settingis audience up) to' a, an who lifted, the spirit, ofte takstesa the te emisbut alsofrm for the quick one liner 'tgyhrset a,, American serviceman. -hp

experiece when he joked that, new world record for the 1,00 yard das "Bob Hope's entertainment of GIs is never _ -h hp that future stairs -will follow his
"Camnp Roberts now has garbage -He backed into, a bay'nt- to be forgotten," read the testimonial dine histori -c ,footsteps and beginthir ilitary
disposals in every mess haIl.They're.,aoeThe entertainetsvisits to Camp -Roberts, brochure. "It is doubtid if' nyone in the entertainmnent tours through."Campl Bob's"

<known as KPs' Cam Ip San Luis O2bispo, and March 130c in annals of show business, ever made am mre magic gates.
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Kentucky airman receives Silver Star
Tech. Sgt. Amy Mundell
123rd Airlift Wing

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - A Kentucky Air National Guardsman
received the Silver Star from the secretary of the Air Force
on Nov. 1 in recognition of the airman's heroic acts while
deployed to Afghanistan during Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Tech. Sgt. Keary J. Miller, a pararescueman of the 123rd
Special Tactics Squadron, was praised by Dr. James G.
Roche for his bravery under fire during a mission on a
remote Afghan mountain in 2002.

"When faced with the well-entrenched and committed
enemy force, when faced with the reality that men around
him were receiving mortal wounds, when confronted with
the prospect that he, too, might suffer the unfortunate fate
that others endured on that 10,000-foot mountain, he coura-
geously stepped into the breach to risk his life to save his fel-
low warriors," Roche told an audience of nearly 350 gath-
ered at the Kentucky Air National Guard Base.

"Because of the actions of this intrepid airman, Keary
Miller, with his teammates on the mountain, 10 gravely
wounded Americans came home - home to their units, home
to their families and home to an ever grateful nation. Our
nation is so very blessed to have professionals of his charac-
ter and courage."

Miller, the first Kentucky National Guardsman to receive
the honor while serving in the unit, distinguished himself by
gallantry in connection with military operations against al-
Qaida and Taliban forces near Marzak, Patkia Province,
Afghanistan, on March 4, 2002. Miller was the Air Force
combat search and rescue team leader assigned to a quick
reaction force tasked to recover two American servicemen
evading capture in austere terrain.

Just before landing, his MH-47E helicopter received rock-
et-propelled grenade and small-arms fire, severely disabling
the aircraft and causing it to crash land. Miller and the
remainder of the assault force formed a hasty defense and
immediately suffered four fatalities and five critical casual-
ties, according to the award citation.

Despite intense enemy fire, Miller moved around the bat-
tlefield, crossing open areas on numerous occasions, to
assess and care for critically wounded servicemen. As the
battle went on, Miller removed ammunition from the
deceased and, in multiple acts of extraordinary courage, pro-
ceeded through some of the day's heaviest rocket-propelled
grenade, mortar and small-arms fire, while distributing the Photo by Chief Master Sgt. Terry Lutz.
ammunition from position to position. Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. James G. Roche, pins the Silver Star on Tech. Sgt. Keary Miller on Nov. 1

Shortly thereafter, another attack erupted -- killing one at the Kentucky Air National Guard Base in Louisville, Ky. Miller received the medal for his heroic acts
pararescueman and compromising the casualty collection during Operation Enduring Freedom.
point. recovery of seven servicemen killed in action, his citation as Keary Miller and his colleagues in the 123rd STS, " Roche

Miller braved the barrage of fire in order to move the stated. said. "And we will prevail."
wounded to better cover and concealment. His intrepidity "If we are to prevail in this global war on terrorism, it will Kentucky's adjutant general, Army Maj. Gen. D. Allen
and skill led to the successful delivery of 10 gravely wound- be because of the bravery and selfless sacrifice of soldiers, Youngrnan, expressed his appreciation for what he called
ed Americans to life-saving medical treatment and to the sailors, airmen and Marines who are cut from the same cloth "the personal valor and professional excellence of a great

warrior." He also praised other members of the 123rd Special
Tactics Squadron, who have been actively engaged in
Operation Iraqi Freedom as well as combat operations in
Afghanistan.

"What you do and what you have done, and the support and
sacrifices of your families, makes more of a difference to
most Americans than they will ever know," he said.

To date, the Air Force has approved 18 Silver Stars for air-
men who participated in operations Enduring Freedom and
Iraqi Freedom.

Tech. Sgt. Keary Miller is honored at a ceremony at
the Kentucky Air National Guard base in Louisville,
Ky,, on Nov. 1. Among those in attendance were the
Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. James G. Roche,
Kentucky's adjutant general, Army Maj. Gen. D.
Allen Youngman, and more than 350 family mem-
bers and friends.

Photo by Master Sgt. Charlie Simpson
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Colorado National Guard missile defense activated
By Senior Airman Carolyn Frankovich
Colorado National Guard

DENVER, Colo. - The Guard and Reserves are stepping
up to the plate and swinging hard. No longer mere sup-
porters of their active duty brethren, they are leaders in
technology. They are military members who are constant-
ly called to action -for war and for defense.

The most recent event in Colorado Springs on Oct. 17
chalks one more revolutionary and historic mark on the
board for the Colorado National Guard. On that Thursday
morning, Lt. Gen. Joseph M. Cosumano, Jr., commanding
general of the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command, and Maj. Glen. Mason-C. Whitney, adjutant
general for the state of Colorado hosted a ceremony to~
announce the activation of a new unit forthea Colorado
Army National Guard. The Ground-based Midcourse
Defense Brigade (GMD) is a first for the US. Army and
will be part of the Colorado Arry National Guard, staffed

-by both Guard soldiers and active Army soldiers.
The brigade, a result of a presidential directorate, worked

long and hard to meet the ambitioustime schedule of acti-
vation that was changed from 206 to the fall of 2004. The
soldiers, recruited nationwide, changed their primary focus
from testing and preparing to being operators. They will
continue to test and improve the procedures as they con-
stantly participate in training missions wit US. Northern
Command.
A part of te integrated Ballistic Missile Defense System,

the brigade brings additional capabilities to
NORAD/NORTaCOM. Previously, the nation had only
the space warning system capabilities. Now, with Ma
the nation hasthe 'capability to defend against possible tPhoto by SeniorAirman Carolyn Frankovich
missile strikes Sattiay beindation nra orelhis major jWutant enerl, ne of the two dur ig th act!-take; The brigade's technology; once notified'y NOR t elp h m n foOhineb ta courses Aromtoventerae, budreng, ones ad ner t he ... acti-al
deals with missiles e they re penter tate' s vation ceremsonyehtthe Ai rna Gtied iisler Dieene 3i ie du
her S" ai r They missile is destroyed Without harito eager tocary out the primary mission of homeland. ne umar o summed it t succinctly when he stated that,

anythng C pVirng ' . Guary Baumann, comnider i 'the defi "Teire iefer flfet Prr eiss' w
Missile Defens~e Btigard'n*n f micdwt6onfidence,' "we W,- 1r........I t,-fi.......n . ' * '*+ ' It....o tl nntoaldfnediin akt h
'ate prepard to dal with any threats."......... binhngrjietAscfie tolart-his flhal~bit Tba <si of their rlinna natura fornse dtisg bac, o.he

The Colorado G I 3 t already estaur ishing itsGp elf in the 'is r serv in tu iifr cours wohm them ail. S6n0a ohas igit just as..
Tr dldi Colorado, the hub and nerve center of Space for the nation,space system with the 137th Space Warning System based that ctrad the nerve etr space for the 'entire coursesoareialt etat avecose o .

in Greeleyand the 193rd Space Support Battalion, are World. ..... .tie hiost lae ie haor studentn srt-

Ohio State faculty teach two students sewing in Kuwait
Amy Murray DeYoung, academic advisor in the sibility, that college course work demands. students may be on or off campus. Cutently,
University Relations.The Ohio State University ,Department of Political Science, was able to "Our work load, though still heavy, allows us there are 6,712 students enrolled in 211 dis-

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Two Ohio State enroll Yeager in two courses that apply some free time to do personal activities. I tance learning courses like the ones that
University students are unable to attend directly to his degreerequirements. decided I wanted to continue my education. Yeager and Hatcher are taking. At the other
classes in Columbus this quarter, because "I never thought it would be possible to take We have always had Internet access over end of the spectrum, Internet resources sup-
they are serving with the U.S. Army in classes while this far away,"says Yeager. here, so I knew that it would be possible. It plement and complement classroom instruc-
Kuwait. So Ohio State is bringing their class- "When the war first started, classes were the just took getting in touch with the right peo- tion.
es to them, across the ocean and desert, last thing on my mind. But now, even though pie." Between those is a blended use, a mixture
thanks to the Internet and "distance learning" my first obligation is to the mission, things From an administrative standpoint, of face-to-fatce and online learning.
courses that are designed to be taken by stu- have calmed down a bit and I've got some Hatcher's enrollment was more challenging. According to Ohio State's Office of the Chief
dents outside of Columbus. time on my hands." After transferring from Ohio Dominican Information Officer, which designs and
Specialists Brian Yeager and David Hatcher, After registering Yeager, DeYoung asked University, he was deployed just as he was maintains the c-learning facilities, two thirds
members of the Army National Guard since him if there were any other soldiers that beginning hfis~ first quarter at Ohio State. of all Ohio State students take courses' that
high school graduation, were forced to post- needed 'help. Before long, Hatcher, a sopho- DeYoung said the situation is extraordinary. use WebCT (web course tools).
pone their Ohio State education in mid- more histoiy major from Worthington, want- "I can't say whether they are the only service One of the two courses that Yeager is tak-
January when they 'volunteered to transfer ed DeYoung to help him sign up 'for' Ohio members taking courses from over there, but ing, Congress and Interest Groups (Political
together to a unit where they 'could support State's distance learning classes. I'm pretty sure this is the first time in history Science 367), is designed to be taught exclu-
the U.S. war in Iraq. They are now assigned Yeager credits DeYoung's initiative and per- that people on active duty near a combat sively over the Internet. Janet Box-
to Camp Virginia, Kuwait, as unit supply sistence in making it possible to continue zone have ever enrolled in their home insti- Steffensmeier, Vernal Riffe Professor of
specialists in the 371st Corps Support Group. working toward his degree while serving in tunion for course work that will apply toward Political Science, has taught many innova-

They have Internet access and check Ohio Kuwait. "He has played an instrumental part their degrees,"he said. tive distance learning courses in the past,
State's website occasionally to keep up on in setting all of this up and has many times Technology enhanced learning courses are 'although none that have crossed an ocean.
things at the university went out of his way to ass ist me in 'my edu- an option open to more and more Ohio State "I've had other students in a 'desert- in
In early September,. the two learned they cational goals. I honestly don't know if this students, as the number of departments offer- Arizona, but neyer anyone on active duty
would remain in. Kuwait until April 2004. would have been possible with any 'other ing e-learning courses is increasing 'each near a combat zone," she said.
Yeager, a junior political science major from advisor,"says Yeager. year. At one end of Ohio State's c-learning Steffenismecier said distance learning cours-
Westerville, contacted his advisor via e-mail Hatcher says the two had talked for a while 'spectrum is distance learning, where instruc- es expand educational opportunities to stu-

abot rgiterng forclsse. Waye bou tyingt take on the additional respon- tion is totally or predominantly online and dents in a variety of situations.
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Task Force Phoenix: Turning comb

Photos by Tom Gilbert, Tulsa World
A soldier of the 700th Support Battalion practices live fire convoy operations in support of Task Force Phoenix II during mobilization training.

FROM PAGE 1

45th because the Afghan Army has not had an ing that training for the 10th Mountain the national elections that the transitional
NCO corps in the past," Bloom added. Division, Hanley explained. government has scheduled for next June.attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. To that end, Army Guard senior sergeants, "After that training they will be able to fight The lessons for the Afghani soldiers range

This, however, will be the first time that one captains, majors and lieutenant colonels terrorists with U.S. Special Forces," he said. from personal hygiene, including shaving
of the Army Guard's 15 enhanced separate from 19 states have been at Fort Carson, Other Army Guard soldiers with the 45th and brushing teeth, to cleaning dining facili-
brigades is taking charge of the mission to Colo., since late September boning up on Brigade will be embedded as trainers within ties to combat tactics, he explained.
train Afghan soldiers to keep their own court- how to train their Afghan National Army two Afghan light infantry brigades and an "Patience and understanding cultural differ-
try safe from terrorists. counterparts. armor and mechanized infantry brigade that ences is the key to this kind of training,"

"When Headquarters, Department of the The Guard force includes citizen-soldiers have already been organized at Pol-e-Charki Bloom observed.
Army asked us to assist in this effort, we from Army Guard regional training centers and Kamai, bases that are also located in the There is, for example, the matter of pay.
jumped at the opportunity," said Col. in Rhode Island and Texas. They will con- vicinity of Kabul in the western part of the Most Afghan soldiers do not have bank
Roosevelt Barfield, chief of training for the duct nine-week basic training courses for country, near the Pakistan border. accounts and direct deposit, he pointed out.
Army National Guard in Arlington, Va. "The about 4,000 Afghan nationals at the Kabul Marines will help train Afghan soldiers They live in a country where the winters can
Afghan National Army is a major part of Military Training Center outside of the coun- assigned to a quick reaction force, Bloom be harsh and where the 27.8 million people
post-hostilities in Afghanistan and the cor- try's capital city. said. have just 67,000 passenger cars and com-
nerstone for winning the peace." They will also supervise programs for train- High-ranking Guard soldiers will also train mercial vehicles.

"Many of these Afghan troops are already ing new officers and noncommissioned offi- members of the Afghan corps headquarters That means that after receiving their month-
combat veterans. Our job is to tutm them into cers and combat leaders at the center as well on how to lead those brigades, said Bloom ly pay, the soldiers have to be given a few
a professional army that is already engaged as courses in managing ranges and training who explained that the Afghani corps head- days to take the money to their families in
in combat operations," said Maj. Eric Bloom, areas, said Maj. Tom Hanley, a member of quarters is equivalent to an American divi- villages throughout the country, Bloom said.
a spokesman for the 45th Brigade. the Army Guard's Training Division. sion. And they have to be given a few days to get"That includes teaching them what officers About 50 members of the Vermont Guard's The intent, Bloom added, is to have the back to continue the training that is essential
do and what noncommissioned officers do regional training center have been conduct- corps and brigade staffs trained in time for for keeping the soldiers' families safe.
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Team, Task Force Phoenix III. from Tulsa, Ok.a.

(Right) Medics of the 2nd Brigade, 91st Reserve Training
Division (TS) instruct soldiers of Task Force Phoenix Ii,

during a combat lfesaver course, how to administer IVs.
Staff Sgt. Mario Gonzalez-Ochoa of Denver, Colo.,
inserts an IV into the arm of Sgt. Richard Walker of
Sioux Falls, S.D.

-In

(Below) Spc. Tom Bui of Task Force Phoenix II Security

Force fires his weapon during the M-4 short range
marksmanship training. Soldiers practiced walking and

turning movements while engaging targets.

4
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Supporting America's Homeland Defense:

Rhode Island's 13th WMD Light Civil Support Team fights the good fight
By Spa. Ken Hall
Rhode Island National Guard

HOPE VALLEY, R.I. - The waning days
of the Clinton Administration saw America's
way of life shaken by acts of sabotage and
terror.

One of the reactions to these events was the
creation of civil support teams (CST) for
weapons of mass destruction (WID) in
1999.
The initial goal of this new military organi-

zation was to support each of the 10 Federal
Emergency Management Agency regions
with a full-time, fully operational WMD
'heavy' CST.

Each heavy CST comes with about two
dozen uniquely trained and specially
equipped National Guard men and women
who are ready to support local, state, and
federal agencies if called upon during a
WMD attack.

In January 2000, the formation of WMD
CST's began to take place at the state level.
These light' CSTs are made up of the same
number of National Guard men and women
who, unlike their full-time, heavy team coun-
terparts, train on a part-time basis.

And though light CST's can provide similar
manpower support as the heavy teams, there
is one major difference that plagues the light
forces - the lack of WMD testingiand-vitai
equipment caches that are typically found in
heavily funded civilian first responder teams. Photos by Pfc. Jennifer Marquis
"Currently, we dont have the critical iinsuM-D Hope Valley Volunteer HAZMAT Team members prepare to decontaminate Sgt. Paul D'Braccio of the 13th WMD Light

ments needediton ive derniaysisn nsu t CST after exiting the WMD exercise incident scene.
ments needed to give proper analysis support responder equipment that heavy teams pos- implement a WMD heavy CST includes a Since 9-11, Congress has passed new legis-
to the civilian HAZMAT teams in the state sess we are not considered mission capa- mobile biological, radiological and chemical lation authorizing the creation of more
said Sgt. 1st Class Scott Beaupre, from the ble." agent analytical lab a mobile satellite com- WMD heavy CST's but the funding to create
13th WMD Light CST, Rhode Island

Part of the $6 million price tag to fully munications vehicle, and funding to employ these desperately needed civil support opera-
National Guard. "Without the high-end 22 full-time National Guard personnel. tions is slow in coming.

.. "If we were requested, we could show up at A new hope
- the scene of an incident, but we will not have As Rhode Island's 13th WMD Light CST

the equipment we need to do What needs to awaits the latest round of Congressional
be done to help save lives," said Beaupre. funding approval to upgrade their manning

One significant shortfall of WMD CST and equipment needs to full operational
readiness is distance from a potential inci- WMD Heavy CST status, they make time to
dent scene in Rhode Island. Currently, the train with local HAZMAT teams that work
closest team is Natick, Mass., which has the with Rhode Island's Emergency

responsibility for all of southern New Management Agency.
England, he said. "They all work on the same type of format

Six states: Two teams throughout the state," said Beaupre. "What
"In the event of a WMD incident in Rhode we want to gain from them is how they set up

Island, it would take more than several hours on scene. We would generally show up a few
for the nearest Heavy Team from central hours later, and seeing how they set up
Massachusetts to get here in time to help pre- makes it easier for us to guide off them. If we
vent further injury and save lives," said know what they're doing ahead of time, it

Beaupre, currently the only full-time makes everything that much easier to get

National Guard member of Rhode Island's accomplished. We don't just come in and

13th WMD Light CST. take over - we come in and join them."

And there's no guarantee that WMD heavy During November, Rhode Island's 13th

CST's from a neighboring state would be WMD Light CST trained with a group of

available if called on by another state's See CST On Page '11
Governor for help in a crisis.

Sgt. Paul D'Braccio, 13th WMD Light CST, gets his vital signs checked by Eric
Bucland, Hope Valley Volunteer HAZMAT Team medical officer prior to suiting
upfor entry into the WMD exercise incident scene.
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FROM PAGE 10

CST
HAZMAT first responders from the Hope
Valley, Volunteer Fire Department.

"They gave us their knowledge and helped
train us on the use of critical HAZMAT
analysis equipment," said Dave Dumsar,
assistant fire chief, Hope Valley Fire
Department. "We want to continue to devel-
op a great relationship with them. They've
made their position very straightforward as
to what their mission is, and they're not com-
ing down here to take over. They're coming
here to be a resource. That's what it's all
about. I can't stress enough how much we
look forward to training with them."

The 22 National Guard members ofthel3th
WMD Light CST logged more than 2,500
classroom training hours in a complete array
of WMD response disciplines to keep its
members up to speed with current technolo-
gies and mission readiness on equipment
they have yet to possess. But until the U.S.
Army chooses to include Rhode Island in
their final roster of heavy team funding, the
13th WMD Light CST must stand by and
hope that one of the most densely populated
states in America is not caught off guard by
a potential WMD terrorist attack.

(Above) Firefighter Paul Cahill, a
Hope Valley Volunteer HAZMAT Team
member, lifts equipment into place
for Cpl. Jose Torentino of the 13th
WMD Light CST.

(Below) Sgt. Paul D'Braccio, 13th
WMD Light CST, gets decontaminat-
ed after exiting the WMD exercise
incident scene.

Cp. Jose Torentino (left) and Sgt. Paul DBraccio review analysis readings from the WMD exercise incdent scene.
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Helicopter shot down,, three Guardsmen killed
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau F1

ARLINGTON, Va. - Three Army National Guard aviators st Lt. Brian Slavenas, 30, from
from America's heartland became a grim part of National
Guard history after their Illinois Army Guard transport heli- Illinois and Chief Warrant
copter was shot down in Iraq on Nov. 2. Officer 4 Bruce Smith, 41, from
First Lt. Brian Slavenas, 30, from Illinois and Chief Warrant

Officer 4 Bruce Smith, 41, from Iowa, were among the 16
soldiers who were killed in the Sunday morning attack diers, who were killed in the
against the CH-47 Chinook that the two aviators were oper- Sunday morning attack against
ating.

Another crewmember Sgt. Paul Fisher, 39, from Iowa died the H- Chinook that the two
of his injuries in Germany on Nov. 6. aviators were operating.

Twenty U.S. troops, including two more Iowa Army Guard Slave Smith
soldiers, were injured in the attack and crash near Fallujah as 1991 after completing high school in D'eKalb, ll. He earned Chief Warrant Officer 4 Bruce Smith, 41, Iowa, Nov. 2, Iraq,
the helicopter was carrying soldiers, who were going on his officer's commission and became a helicopter pilot after DOW.
leave, from bases in western Iraq to the Baghdad joining the Illinois Army Guard in June 1995, said Stacey Pvt. Algernon Adams, 36, South Carolina, Oct. 28, Iraq.International Airport. Rieger, an Illinois National Guard spokesperson. He had Sgt. Aubrey Bell, 33, Alabama, Oct. 27, Iraq, KIA.
Slavenas was a member of Company F, 1 st Battalion, 106th recently earned an engineering degree from the University of Pfc. Paul Bueche, 19, Alabama, Oct. 21, Iraq.Aviation in Peoria, I1. Smith and Fisher belonged to that Illinois at Urbana-Champaign., Spc. Michael Williams 46, New York, Oct. 17, Iraq, KIA.

company's Detachment 1 located in Davenport, Iowa. The "This is a very sad day for Illinois and the men and women Staff Sgt. Harold Best, 47, North Carolina, Oct. 7, Fort
aviation company was mobilized for Operation Iraqi of the Illinois National Guard, said Brig. Gen Randal 'Stewart, Ga.
Freedom dity last February. Thomas, the Illinois adjutant general. "The men and women Pfc. Kristian Parker, 23, Louisiana, Sept. 29, Qatar.

Slavenas, Smith and Fisher are believed to be the first Army of F Company, 106th Aviation are highly trained profession- Sgt. Darrin Potter, 24, Kentucky, Sept. 29, Iraq.
Guard aviators to ever be killed during action after deploying als. However, the missions that our military personnel are Sgt. 1st Class Robert Rooney, 43, Massachusetts, Sept. 25,
to a war zone with their National Guard unit, according to performing in Iraq and in other places as part of the global Kuwait.
Maj. Les Melnyk, an Army Guard historian in Arlington, Va. war on terrorism are inherently dangerous," he added. . Capt, Robert Lucero, 34, Wyoming, Sept. 25, Iraq, KIA"There may have been other Army Guard aviators in "My hea and th heart.s o . Spc. Michael Andrade, 28, Rhode Island, Sept. 24, Iraq.
Vietnam or Korea who were mobilized as individuals, served a Ban's fi t oa heart Il , nois o Ro to Bnan Sgt. Charles 'Cadwel, 38, Rhode Island, Sept. 1, Irq KA.and Brian's family today," said Illinois GJOV. ROd1 R. -- . . ., .. . .
in Regular Army units, and got killed, but we are pretty sure Blagojevich. "I commend his bravery and the bravery of all ta gt. Josep amara, oe ln, ept. 1, q,
this is the first time that Army Guard aviators who have of our soldiers fighting o end terrorism in the worldKIA.
deployed with their own unit have been killed in combat," "q am ver yo pio gd f my"husb cidDrlor Dn,isservice4o ou Coun M A A.
Melnyk said. try," stated Olivia Smith, the warrant Ifficer's widow, in West Stff Sgt Bobb Franklin, 38 North Carolina Au 20It is also believed to be the first time that an Army Guard Staf Sgt Bobb Frnln 38 Nort Carolin, Ag.20Liberty, Iowa. "He touched a lot of lives in his unit and in our Iraq, KIA.
helicopter has been shot down by hostile fire, he added. local schools. He will be sorely missed by all of us Pfc. David Kirchoff, 31, Iowa, Aug. 14, Germany.

"We've lost pilots and aircraft over the years to training acci- Smith joined the Iowa Army Guard in April 1980 and began Staff Sgt. David Perry, 36, California, Aug. 10, Iraq, KIA.
dents, but never, to our knowledge, tohosile fire," the Guard flying helicopters in 1987. He was a command pilot with Sgt. Floyd Knighten Jr, 55, Louisiana, Aug. 9, Iraq.
historian said. . more than 2,000 hours of accident-free, flight time in Pfc. Brandon Ramsey, 21, Illinois, Aug. 8, Iraq.
Another Illinois Army Guard helicopter was also fired upon Chinooks and UH-l Hueys. He was also a full-time instruc- Staff Sgt., David~ Lloy'd, 44, Tennessee, Aug. 5, Kuwait.but was not brought down, Guard officials reported. tor pilot at the Iowa Army Guard Aviation Support Facility in Sgt. Heath McMillin, 29, New York, July 27, Iraq, KIA.
It has been a hard year for National Guard troops, and their Davenport. Spc. Jon Fettig, 30, North Dakota, July 22, Iraq, KIA.

families, who are engaged in the global war against terror- His injuries on Nov. 2 were initially considered to be non- Sgt. 1 st Class Christopher Willoughby, 29, Georgia, July 20,
ism. life threatening, but Smith died at a combat medical unit near Iraq.

Thirty-eight National Guard personnel had died during the crash site, according to Col. Robert King, spokesman for Spc. Joshua Neusche, 20, Missouri, July 12, Germany.
Operation Iraqi Freedom as of Nov. 17, according to the the Iowa National Guard. Sgt. Roger Rowe, 54, Tennessee, July 9, Iraq, KIA.
National Guard Bureau. Seventeen of them have been killed Other members of the Iowa aviation detachment sustained Sgt.l st Class Craig Boling, 38, Indiana, July 8, Kuwait.
in action or died of wounds. injuries from the attack, King said. Sgt. Gerald Santos, 35, Spc. Jeffrey Wershow, 22, Florida, July 6, Iraq, KIA.

Four other Guard members have died while taking part in and Spc. Chad Baetke, 31, were transported with Fisher to Spc. Richard Orengo, 32, Puerto Rico, June 26, Iraq.
Operation Enduring Freedom this year. They either died in Germany for treatment, King said. Spc. Jeremy Loveless, 22, Alabama, April 28, Fort Berning,
Afghanistan or in Kuwait or Qatar before the U.S.-led coali- Ga.
tion forces launched the war against the forces of Iraqi National Guard Casualties Cpl. John Rivero, 23, Florida, April 17, Kuwait.
President Saddam Hussein last March. Following are the names of those who have died while par- Spc. Richard Goward, 32, Michigan, April 14, Iraq.All told, 44 National Guard members, including two mem- Ficipating in Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom pr- Spc. William Jeffries, 39, Indiana, March 26, Spain.

ticiatig i Irai Feedm an Enuin. Fredo opra- *Maj. Gregory Stone, 40, Idaho, March 25, Kuwait.bets of the Air National Guard, have died while on federal lions. The list includes their ages states or territories in
active duty during the war. which their Guard units are based, and the dates and coun- Operation Enduring Freedom

Members of their families and those with whom they served tries of their deaths. KIA indicates they were killed in action. Sgt.' Christopher Geiger, 38, Pennsylvania, Juy 9,
paid tribute to Slavenas and Smith during November's first D W indicates they died of wounds. All were members of Afghanisa
week. Their aviation unit has been supporting the Army's the Army National Guard except for two who belonged to the *Staff Sgt. Jacob Frazier, 24, Illinois, March 29,
82nd Airborne Division in Iraq, it was explained. Air National Guard. Afghanistan, KIA.

Slavenas loved his job of flying dignitaries, soldiers, pris- Spc. Brian Clemens, 19, Indiana, Feb. 6, Kuwait.
oners of war and equipment, his father, Ronald Slavenas, told Operation Iraqi Freedom Sgt. Michael Barry, 29, Missouri, Feb. 1, Qatar.
the Associated Press. Spc. Robert Wise, 21, Florida, Nov. 12, Iraq, KIA. Sgt. Gene Vance Jr., 38, West Virginia, May 19, 2002,

"He described to me seeing all of those places from the air, Staff Sgt. Nathan Bailey, 46, Tennessee, Nov. 12, Kuwait. Afghanistan, KIA.
pointing out archaeological sites like Babylon. For him it was Sgt. Paul Fisher, 39, Iowa, Nov. 6, Germany, DOW. Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Romero, 30, Colorado, April 15, 2002,
like sightseeing,"' Slavenas's father added. Spc. James Chance 111, 25, Mississippi, Nov. 6, Iraq, K!A. Afghanistan, KIA.

Slavenas, who was not married, joined the active Army in 1 st Lt. Brian Slavenas, 30, Illinois, Nov. 2, Iraq, KIA. (* Member of the Air National Guard.)
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Vaughn accpets the Joint Chiefs of Staff position
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. -The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff promoted Clyde Vaughn to major general and warm-
ly welcomed the Missouri Army National Guard soldier to
his staff on Nov. 10 at the Pentagon.

"You're coming in at a time when there'll be no shortage
of work, but you're used to that," Gen. Richard Myers told
Vaughn, who has been appointed as the chairman's assis-
tant for National Guard matters.

"These are important times for our reserve components,"
Myers told Vaughn in the company of his family and many
friends, who gathered in the chairman's dining room. "In
the next couple of years, we're going to see some real
changes in how we do business.

"We're promoting him, because a lot of people think he's
got a lot more to give for his country," Myers added.
Vaughn, 57, has assumed the two-star position on Myers's

staff after serving as deputy director of the Army National
Guard since September 2002.

He will advise Myers on such matters as resourcing and
deploying people from the nearly 460,000 members of the
Army and Air National Guard for duty during the global
war against terrorism.
Vaughn will serve as principle adviser on National Guard

matters to the chairman and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, act as
the chairman's personal liaison with National Guard com- Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Haske
ponents, and participate when National Guard matters are Newly promoted Army National Guard Maj. Gen. Clyde Vaughn repeats his oath of office administered
brought before such defense forums as the Joint Review by Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, during Vaughn's promotion ceremony
Board. on Nov. 10 at the Pentagon. Carol Vaughn stands beside her husband.

More than 125,000 Guard soldiers and airmen were serv- who began overseeing Army Guard deployments to assist fighter pilot, currently based at the Miramar Marine Corps
ing around the world or were alerted to be called up on the Panama and other Latin American countries in 1984 as a Air Station in San Diego, Calif., following an eight-month
Monday afternoon before Veterans Day - when Vaughn full-time Guard officer. deployment aboard the USS Carl Vincent.
assumed his new duties.,

....... . .. . . .i66uard, _ sp a s d A y's M p&wJtern. "Isaw the> valueshe live is ife by,, and I ov this-1 c a a si Cee e ~r -a o ln n a r m t uaOv a t n . _f t_-, k b -r r • . .. . . . - -- --a- -, -
Rudisi J.. on.Myers'.stf. operations, readiness and mobilization at the Pentagon lifestyle," said the younger Vaughn about how his fatherGerald before becoming the Army Guard's deputy director helped influence him to become a Marine."We're excited about this, and we will do the very best that He has influenced countless young Army Guard soldiers heloe f ct ht bm a Mane

we can," Vaughn promised Myers during brief remarks as well as othe young people, especially during the sevena Mane and that I'm doing
after Vaughn's wife Carol, his son Chad, daughter Kristi years he coached high school football teams in Dexter what I want to do. He supports me 100 percent."
Meltvedt and grandsons Drew and Parker Meltvedt helped Mo., where he grew up. His teams won four conference Captain Vaughn celebrated his 29th birthday on Nov. 10,
pin on the his new silver stars. championships and was state runer-up one year . the date of his father's promotion. That, coincidentally,

Vaughn is a former Missouri high school football coach, Vaughn's son, Chad, is a Marine Corps captain and F-18 was the Marine Corps's 228th birthday.

Army Guard recruiters ready for challenging year
By Rick Breitenfeldt year," said O'Ferrell, who works with stu- fessionalism of our traditional Guardsmen." spent away from their families, which is dif-
National Guard Bureau dents from 11 Northern Virginia high Howell said that he and the teams in the ficult to attack in a structured training pro-

ARLINGTON, Va. - After seven consecu- schools, teaching life skills and helping stu- Army Guard are unique because they have a gram.
tive years of surpassing their year-end dents become familiar with the Guard. three-part mission, which includes recruit- Keeping trained and experienced soldiers in
strength goals in recruiting and retention, the According to O'Ferrell, there are several ing, retention and attrition management. the Army Guard is critical to maintaining
Army National Guard is stepping up its strong programs working right now, includ- According to Howell, the retention and attri- combat readiness. The knowledge and expe-
efforts to ensure another successful year in ing the Virginia Army National Guard web- tion management components are being very rience that the individual soldier develops are
2004. site, which had more than 14,000 hits last aggressively worked. very difficult to replace, said Howell.

This year, the Army Guard had 351,091 sol- year alone- "We have been getting inside the deploy- Howell estimates it costs more than $11,000
diers as part of its force, slightly above their "The key for our station's success," said ment cycle before it happens and working to pay, clothe, feed and transport each new
goal of 350,000. O errell, "is that we talk to everybody we some of our attrition and retention programs recruit from the time they enlist through the

"We really made a pretty good comeback meet about the Virginia Army National prior to mobilization," said Howell. I. time they finish with their advanced individ-
over the final months of the fiscal year," said Guard. Everybody" Currently the Army Guard has several'pro- ual training, adding that roughiy 2,500 new
Maj. Robert J. Howell, chief of the Strength There is concern that the upcoming year grams in place to help address the needs and enlistees each month volunteer for service in
Operations Branch at National Guard could prove to be even more challenging concerns of soldiers who are coming off the Army Guard. Adding in the fixed costs at
Bureau. "Our recruiting and retention force because of the uncertainties of the soldiers deployments. each training installation would raise that
in the field really picked it up and got us who are currently mobilized. Leadership, Education and Development cost exponentially.
above 351,000." "We hear the same anecdotal media reports (LEAD) and Trust, Empowerment, Attitude Howell and his team said they continue to

Sgt. I st Class Jim O'Ferrell, who works in that say big losses will take place, and we're -and Motivation (TEAM) are training pro- focus their efforts this year.
the Alexandria, Va., recruiting and retention certainly wary of the readiness impacts,"said grams that focus on very specific issues that "With the current rate of employment of the
office was one of many who helped the Howell. "Fortunately, we haven't seen large can impact soldier retention. Both of these Guard worldwide, there just isn't any time to
Guard surpass its goal. losses nationwide among units that have programs, according to Howell, have pro- relax in recruiting or retention," said Howell.

"We are concentrating on our high school returned from deployments. Our retention duced great results, but the number one com- "This fiscal year will be even more of a chal-
programs even more aggressively than last rate is a testimony to the dedication and pro- plaint from all soldiers is the amount of time lenge than last year."
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Tie Guard. iegeSt killer:. Privatev ownod veels.
By Master Sgt Bob Haskell in National Guard histoiy, officials pointed
National Guard Bureau out. Guard, members are deploying to
ARLINGTON, Va. - The fact that he was Places in this country- and around the

wearing his seatbelt was about the only world, whore they do not know the terrain
thing going for the 38-year-old Arilmy and all of the rules of the road,
National Guard soldier at 10:30 on that Blum has made it cleat that the National
Saturday morning last April. It~ wasn't .Guard will comply- with Secretary of'
enough. Defense Donald Rumnsfeld's directive to

-He was off duty and driving home fol- cut all levels of military Accidents by half
lOwing annual training, when he changed during the next two Ye arsl
lanes to pass a tractor-trailer truck, He ran Rumsfeld, whoi formed A -new Defense
into the back ofI another tractor-wrailer rig Safety Oversight Council earfl thi year,
that was traveling at a slower speed, has challenged all Defense agencs-t
'according to an Army Gard report. reduce the number of accidents and

He had helped clean the armory before- injuries recorded in 2002 by, 20lpercnt
turning in at 2:15 anm. He slept for about during fiscal year 2004; Wh ich, began, in
three hours and attended a 5:30 am., safe- October, and, by 50 percent in zoos:1
ty briefing before leaving Ifor hone gt That includes accidents iny the private,
about 7:30. vehicles driven by the menland women in
Witnesses reported he was weaving in and the National Guard wheni they, are onand

out of traffic at an excessive speed. off duty, as fair as Gallo and other Guard,
"Fatigue, speed, following too close, and Bureau safety people are concerned.
get-homiti, were listed as the causes of 'Our facilities are safe, Our military vehi-
his death 19 days later. le and aircraft are safe. It's, the-private

The National Guard had lost another sol- vehicles that are thet biggest challenge, P '
dier to the biggest killer of them all -acci especially when the Guard members are
dents in privately owned vehicles...off duty and away from ou installations,"

Sixteen Army Guard soldiers died that Gallo observed,-
way during 2003, said Agnes Eisenhart, Furthermore, Guard, safety officials are
the Army Guard's Safety and Occupational aggressively pushing, an, Army Guard
Health manager. Ten of the .16. were not .. defensive driving p rogramn that is availa ble
wearing seatbelts. on the Internet, orientations for people new

'The Army Nttiona1 Qiard isommitted to an area, and stricter compliance to regu-
to doing everything possible to protect the lations",sucffai"TiclS F irdY-hfl

U.S. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " fro the thea of 1eriin. Hoevr Saet :,1 am safety, people are stressing the cures....andbicycles while on andoffbase as well
the greatest danger we face as a nation is "Safety is not something~we can leave to -"It is imaperative that.We expand our effort as to 'foreign students~ in framning wit the

.. motor vehicle crashes," said Lt. Gen. chance," Eisenhart said.........in attacking these incidents," Schultz stat- Air Force (who must complete applicable
Roger C. Schultz, the Arm. Guard direc Army Guard statistics-higlilight the prob- ed last Feray. 'Accidents do not dis- traffic, safety coures.
tor lem. Ninety-nine Guiard soldiers~ were criminate against age or rank. A person's "It'sa always been there, but we're focusing

.Guard leaders are making, a concerted killed in ground accidenits during the past attitude and self-discipline have a gteat .on it and advertiin it more tan we have
effort to do something about that situation six years. Sevety-two of them died fromn effect on their driving habits, an poor, in the past," Williams explained.
which, they acknowledge, is the most chal- accidents 'in private vehicles, which is an self-discipline and safety attitudes must be ,The.Air Guard's safety office sends sea-
longing to resolve. overwhelming, 73 addressed.'

Lt, Gen. H Steven Sftlispercent. To that end, All Army G uard personnel, wa oemsae o rudsft a-
Blum, chief of the ThIassaea hohv rvr r agers at every Wing and smaller separate
Nainaunit, The managers then tailor those mes-Natonl uad ldasth atooblereuiedtocomplete four hours of instrue-th
Bureau, is stressing and as new as mod- ton in traffic safety. All Army Guard sob sae thr aeas.
safety for person- em technology:editrs andicivilian-workerstareobeingdurged "We don't have asbig a problembinntherAir
nel on and off duty - lira cwspeed, fatigue, alco to undergo that trainin Guard compared to the active Air Force,
as part of his push hol, traffic-rule viola- A oeu because our members are a little bit older
for transforming seue i lmntstecac ftions, not using seat- available anytime at- no Icost to Army and because we are, by and large, oriented
National Guard gun-kokduoseusWhn belts, and inattention Guard soldiers and Army Guard federal to our hometowns," Williams said. "We are'
headquarters into cncosthrar eeihnest)caused, in part, by civilians by clicking on www.safety- not seeing as many alcohol-related acci-
joint staff operations. ol I tlksoil eodo odistracting devices serve.com/arng. It takes three or four hours dents as we did 10 or 12 years ago.

Hie has ordered Air ttaeOfh flbeLsuch as cell phones, to complete. The biggest problem, he added, is the fact
Guard Col. Wayne Nlti a~vbl' r o oldks car radios and CD It meets the training requirements, and that so many Air Guard people are servin Ig
Gallo to organize a bu )1 letd!0 uclcl ls players, claim some auto insurance companies offer away from their homes.

Join SaetyOffce '11 rafic ZI isenhart and Chief reduced rates to those who take fl "In the past year or so, it has seldom beent
hereat he atioal astr Sg. Dn Esenhrt aida problem with the operator. It's been the

Guard Bureau's cneeocu hnd esaei Ie Williams, the Air The Army Guard also produces stickers, unfamiliar environment," William added,
headquarters. Iigaspeso40mhrlssGuard's chief of pamphlets and videois that encourage peo- "1That's why we are stressing orientations

Safety is truly a -- -- Occupational Safety.,, ple to buckle up all of the time -nd address:,fr e e

joint activity, and combinn the, Army Sometimes, they ",Sobering ,Facts ,About Drinking and fo comndstj.JomLoad h
Guard and Air Guard safety programs will add, it is the other driver who is the culprit Driving."ComnSg.MjJhnLnadwo
eliminate duplication and devote more and the Guard member who i's the victim. The Air Guard is placing more emphasis has recently become L. Gen. lunts sen-
resources to accident prevention,' Gallo The cures can only be measured by om- on the Air Force's Trafic.Safety Program ior enlisted advisor, believes that the les-.
said. -parison, Gallo pointed out. If more People explained in Air Force Instruction 91-207. sons Guard people learn about military-

That office, coincidentally, is being are driving their vehicles safely few -er peo It applies Itojust a Ibout every member of the safety can also be applied to their civilian
organized during one of the busiest periods ple are getting injured or killed. S& Guard Air, Force in oro moving motor vehicles lives and loved ones.
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47th annual Operation Santa Claus begins
Alaska National Guard and community partners spread holiday cheer in rural Alaska
By Maj. Mike Hailer Alaska in their annual preparation for to acquire some 20,000 unclaimed items
Alaska National Guard Christmas Eve. Elves point out that when all annually with the help of the Anchorage

CAMP DENALI, Alaska - Christmas sea- is said and done, they and the Claus's will School District.

son starts in November as the Alaska Air have visited more than 3,000 youngsters, Volunteers sort through and organize moun-

National Guard's 144th Airlift Squadron pre- prior to the big day. tains of clothing that arrive at Operation

pares Santa's C-130H turboprop Hercules Robbins Headlines Santa Show. Well- Santa Claus' Workshop. It's moved on to one

sleigh for the annual trip to Savoonga to known radio personality Jim Robbins will of a half-dozen volunteer cleaners that

deliver toys, clothing, books, school sup- emcee this year's entertainment programs at include: the military's QuarterMaster

plies, and even water. For the children and Savoonga, Shishmaref, St. Michaels, and Laundry on Ft. Richardson, American Linen
families of this remote community on St. Wales. He'll be joined by Matt Valley at-sev- Peacock Cleaners, Candy's Cleaners, the Q

Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea, it's a spe- eral of the communities. The Santa Claus McLaughlin Youth Center, Alaska Regional
cial treat that they're looking forward to. Show typically features members of the Air Hospital, Providence Hospital, and the

"We're excited about this mission every Force Band of the Pacific and local perform- Alaska Native Medical Center. /__
year," says Brig. Gen. Craig Campbell, adju- ers as well. This year, Brigham Young Once cleaned, pressed, and sorted, clothing Alaska Air National Guard's 144th
tant general of the Alaska National Guard. University's Living Legends, a Native is distributed in 'balanced amounts to some Airlift Squadron prepares Santa's C-
"This really gives us an opportunity to reach American song and dance performance dozen or more villages. With a smile of 130H turboprop Hercules sleigh for

out to families in the communities across group, will join the troop for shows at St. appreciation, a volunteer or group within the Saturday's trip to Savoonga to deliv-

Alaska and say 'thanks' for all you do. We'll Michaels and Wales. Santa and Mrs. Claus community takes it from there. er toys, clothing, books, school sup-
visit more than 15 communities this season." will also be joined by well known Alaskan Warming the Mend. Seven years ago res, and even water. For the chil-

Santa's Guard gift-lift began in 1956 sup- artists Barbara Lavallee,. Chad Carpenter, some of the elves took note of literacy chal- muniy, on St. Lawtence Island in the

porting a .request from St. Ma's Mission and James Morris. lenges facing youth in our communities. Bering Sea.
They needed toys for their children. Alaska Warming the Spirit. Toys, toys, toys! Operation Santa Claus added books to the
Air Guardsmen received new and used toys What would Christmas be like without spe- gift list. When Santa arrives, whether aboard to provide significant seed money that yields
from the Anchorage community. After fixing cial toys for the children? With the Salvation his . Black .d_ .tr with the ....... efforts• . a C -130 Hercules or ils UHl-6 Black Haawk dynamic returnls Withl the literacy efforts..
any worn parts, they handed them over to Army at the lead of collecting toys, and with
Saint Nick for delivery aboard a C123J support from .Canadian Forces, the helicopter, he can be seen handing off large Artique Limited, Alaska National Guard

Provider. Over the years, more villages, Elmendorf Air Force Base Top Three Non- boxes of books to school. or community Officer's Association and the Enlisted-s • i ,a C is d . f cs morlibraas- than 7,000 books, new or Association, make generous donations.

Claus tondrji 'in on their communities. Tens Sam's Club,,Cosco, and slightly used, each year. KBear-FM and KQEZ-FM, and many othersa la tuuj . atr s t~uD, , ose, aI manay others, o .

of thousands of Alaskan schoolchildren have collection is a great success. At least the kids.. Title Wave Books handled the bulk of the generously donate time, effot and products

enjoyed the jolly old man's company., think so. book mission for four years. Three years ago, in support of Santa's journey across the
This year's Operation Santa Claus will visit Warming Heart & Hand. About eight Amazon.Com jumped into the act and added Tundra.

Shismaref, St. Michaels, Stebbins and Wales years ago, we began collecting new and several hundred more. A year later Scholastic In the past two years, Southside Bistro, sev-

during the first half of November. Santa, slightly used clothes to add to our gift list. Books began helping as well. eral local auto dealers, Office Depot, and

Mrs. Claus, and the elves will also visit Little We found Anchorage's school children and All of this is a key part of the Guard's several church and youth organizations have
Diomede, Mekoryuk, Chalkyitsik, Russian young adults to be very generous - most peo- Literacy Project focused in rural Alaska. The added to efforts to provide school supplies
Mission, Napaskiak, Cooper Landing, and ple refer to it as lost and found - we like to Elmendorf AFB Chapel Community and for rural youngsters through the auspices of
about a half dozen communities in Southeast think of it as generous gift giving. We're able Alaska USA Federal Credit Union, continues Operation Santa Claus.

Signal soldiers:

New partnership in Florida brings cost effective training
By Senior Airman Thomas Kielbasa One of the expectations of the initiative is Douglas Burnett, members of the Florida successful trial it will be pushed out to other
Florida National Guard Public Affairs that it will be more cost-effective to train sol- Army National Guard command staff, and National Guard units throughout the country.diers locally in their military specialties, than representatives from FCCJ attended the cer- He said he is considering expanding the pro-

FORT GORDON, Ga: - A new partnership send them to the signal school at Fort emony in support of the agreement. gram to include the technical sections of both
between the U. Amy igal School and a Gordon. The partnered school - FCC! - is "This is unique and its the right thing to the basic and non-commissioned officer
Florida conunumty college is being viewed located in Jacksonville, where the Florida do," Burnett said after the signing. "And it courses for signal soldiers.
as a first step inhelping Florida Army National dua s 146th Signal Battalion is (could) saves taxpayers' money." "The biggest challenge is getting the word
National Guard soldiers train more cost- headquartered. (age
effectively in their career fields. H According to a prospectus, the program out," Jensen explained. "I've already talked

CoHmcks lauded the intitive as expanding (where students would train locally in area to the National Guard Bureau and. all theCommandant of the U.S. Army Signal the boundaries of military traiing" during colleges or technal .schools) could save states command chief warrant officers and
School, Brig. Gen. Janet Hicks, signed an the signing ceremony at Fort Gordon' s Signal emor
agreement with the Florida Community Corps Museum. more than $306,000 for every 12 students they're just waiting for me to get the word out

College at Jacksonville (FCCJ) on Oct. 23. "It benefits the state of Florida by providing trained. The cost for training military person- and let them know how they can do it in their
The civilian community college will provide cost-effective alternative training to soldiers nel in residence at Fort Gordon is an estimat- state."
technical training at its Jacksonville campus at local technical schools, colleges and uni- ed $28,000 per student, as opposed to an esti- Jensen said the first soldiers could be tram-

for reserve soldiers in the Signal Corps. In versities," Hicks said. "It benefits all soldiers mate of less than $2,000 per student through ing in the pilot program as early as this year.
this pilot program, FCCJ would be accredit- by providing training on A flexible schedule, the program. According to plans, the civilian training
ed to train warrant officers in the Information and we all know that flexibility is about the One of the program initiators, Chief modules will either meet or exceed the Army
Systems branch (251A) and enlisted soldiers most precious commodity we have these Warrant Officer Dwayne Jensen of the U.S. Training Standards for the 74B training, and
as Basic Infonation Systems days." Signal School, explained the Florida initia- allow for shortened training periods for spe-
Operators/Analysts (MOS-74B). Florida's adjutant general, Maj. Gen. tive will act as a test program, and after a cialty qualification.
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Nearly 300 Guardsmen tackle record setting wildfires

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alex Koenig
from the 146th Airlift Wing, Channel Islands Air National Guard Station, drops

Guardsmen from five states a fire retardant drop on the Simi Fire in Southern California.

pitch in to save land and lives
California National Guard and two more from the Air Force Reserve

ARLINGTON, Va. - Several hundred bombed the blazing Simi Valley countryside
National Guard troops got in their licks with 129,600 gallons of retardant during 48
against the firestorm that showed no mercy missions after the fires grew too big for
on Southern California in late October, when civilian aircraft to handle.
the countryside was ripe for the burning. The helicopters carried water buckets that

Nearly 300 Army and Air Guard personnel could hold between 660 and 2,000 gallons.
helped firefighters in Los Angeles and San The eight C-130 Hercules are equipped
Diego counties battle and take control of the with Modular Airborne Fire Fighting
worst wildfires ever recorded in that state. Systems that can hold up to 3,000 gallons of
At least 10 of the fires consumed more than fire retardant. They are based with Air Guard

745,000 acres, or 1,164 square miles, and airlift wings in California, North Carolina
destroyed over 3,400 homes. and Wyoming and an Air Force Reserve

"We're facing some of the most severe con- wing in Colorado.
ditions we could face on the ground," said
John Winder, the California Department of
Forestry battalion chief. "This is the tail end
of the fire season, and fuel is as dry as it can
be."

California, Nevada and Oregon Army
Guard Black Hawk and Chinook helicopters
drowned their share of flames and hotspots
with 494,212 gallons of water, while flying
590 missions, California Guard officials
reported.

Gov. Gray Davis declared a state of emer- Photos by Senior Master Sgt. Dennis W. Goff
gency on Oct. 26. C-130E aircrew members discuss attack routes for making fire retardant

Six Air National Guard C-130 transports drops on the Simi fire in Southern California in late October.
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