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A T amtitude of activities and events arpmmuned for' A
thecoming year, including a strong public infrma-nation effort aimed ateducating and "reconnecting' with
communiteswhere National Guard units are located.
Activities will include highlighting the varied mi
sions and roles of stateGuard units, arrangingemploy-
ers'visits to Guard operational facilities and trainingmissions, expanding employer support recognition,'
and educating Guard members and employers abouttheir responsibilities to oneanother fro a bV eExecutive Director Bryan Sharratt said "the NCESGR
plans to address employers'issues byimprovingcom-
munications betweenothe employers and their employ-
ees in the Guard and Reserve."..
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that National Guard troops helped rebuild communi- tties in the Balkans where Guard members have been rsota ilf acontributing toube peacekeeping mission that began90dyEcelrmnqfoctnoyzevr
in BosniasinceDecember 1995.
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calps $309.9 billion, including a 3.7 per-

Tht in addjtit& New cent January pay raise, for the aldnalCnEri Bueau
Horizons humdtarinsisions reserve forces.
in Central an4S0tkh Aineiia that That act signed by President Armed dthshovels,yeli htd-
have becbo ultite 4hte the Clinton on Oct. 30 enables part- hat and flre-resistanyltkets,
1996s. NowrG d ;sbd1s are time Guard and Reserve members NadualiGuardtrdops ,inkvr
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and frmee Tennessee Army Guard Meanwhile, family supportpro- againrtti*iI ii d 9
artillery soldierjamsRogers. grams have becometritica Kcol duir.4Ithe stfiier

Come next October, more than manad initiatives inevery state. Th;elwas4lotmorbhatvvrk
10,000 Army Guard soldiers will "Desert Storm was our baptism lastsummerbecauseAhfresbegla
have gone to Boi during more under fire. ltvalidated everything burning at a rdcdrd pte about a'
thaniveyears of peaceeepingduty. I had been preaching about car- month earigand Veise the two'

Air Guard units have become an ingfor our families since 1984, 'otstand driestnlonths, August
integral part of the Air Force's said Dorothy Ogilvs-Lee, Family . . d .
Aeroslpace ExpeditionaForce that. Program chief for the National sd to be flsu tier of tji per ...........intc~~~~ it eoid- 7 G Hot duty. Nationaltl Gulard men and
is into its second Year of deploy- Guard Bureau, women by tethousands were
ing personnel and planes over- Nowshe isstrivingto give Guard gust'scalled upo their states to help
seas dna sustained, regular, and kids their say. dome the wuldsotdielasttsummor.
predictable schedule. "It's time we started listening

Meanwhile the Guard cargo to the children of our deployed rinrigiauss helped awenforcers
plaies helicoptersfive-ton trucks, Guard members. They serve, too" affic in a fire belt that
Humvees and Ogilvy-Le said reseurces with shovels: dt'sed from be nadato Meicot
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ininearlyconstant Guard's Year of ' seMon dunanaaY in asnloQ
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front dealv 0it Gaddsxing e"Weemerenc xtsuMe: ity in the Helena National Forest.
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ice storms. tihnaionfi DAi lpaedice strm I D.. i_:et oS in December 1995, -- *heGuard's leadershipand dis-

Twenty-s ve Theincrease aa Qe N assworninforhissec- ciplineeretherefiomt ebegin-
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teams trai ew miles from the said ForestServicestikitiamleader
orin trainingt rt0 Matt Butler,
support emer- t are both casual and, "They free uprturegular fire-
gency rescu u:saltwhat they do. fighters tonmove o i other high
ders for threats a p idri,140thi a 6t ous because you're priority fires, explained Naeher. "Iposed by wl ssweight find these NationalGuard trols to
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Defense Auth itonAct.. .itltheyt6 ll the timetri d M

And all of thisc 6 r Vv, Withff the terri-
tand tr ries s fi SS dilAZ4 eAn'itrbmc bomb '2 Wr around the ires. tory of belonging to, theuard.

coet erdrg iioi Te are mfyear atthe ice
educatngyounjieopl aut the 'keis asking them bo th s_ ~~t~iif~ ale~ Muhoj lu"i"l~b~k mbat," added: cream'plant where Iwrbtmedu. oplepi al ri work, but myean drugsr sad G ahead and be

dangers of' ilieg~4'drgK fin' 'tmnbe prove 0oh~w~k 4 Il$ "p s i . Tr'tti adbmdand.&tl4'Of .'ii'.'..iifitje m~ e~ad'G haadbreco c "fcc it- asit s , safns guess duty calls," shrugged
r~conaissai sio e f~elk ssid

elistateanclo a nci notk tanl 1 dat o kTOt undred' gn ts were 5pc. Wayne Hard,a medic whose
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ments are goi tofbn istoalevel hW
Corve ret of readiness we've always talked

'about getting to."
It's also about credibility,, stressed Maj. Gen, Roger Schultz who has

devotedhis tw-and-a-half years as the Army Guard's directorto
fostering closer ties with the active Army, and Army Reserve.

.Having our eight'combat divisions andour enhanced brigades
assigned totheArmy's fourwar-fightingcrps gives the Arm National
Guard the credibility we have been striving to achieve for the past 10
years --since Desert Storm," said Schultz. "we are indeed gratified that
the Army's'chief of staffshes expressed this level of confidence in our
citizen-soldiers totake such an active roi his vision of The Army.
We welcome the pportunity

Shinseki. also indi ,cated that 122 Black Hawk utility helicopters and
She the active A

to he uar in200 torepaceoldr, ietam-rahelicopters and spur

Shis ei aidhe's ow xplrig te pssbiltyof factoring Guard
es iN the rmrding to the National
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oritin theGuard divi-

slbn afeo e e thfBof Wreported,
The ina dourhet wll ecopletll bmeimen~anuary, Keane said.

final aipprdvwil restwit the ne~sectetary O defense, he added.
"General Shins.ekI'wants.theANatipnat' pard's divisions to be mis-

sioned,' Keane eplained. 1'moptn stic about it hmyself"
IOfficials also hiavegood reason to, beotirisitic about the status of

theAmn ab'G that is frequiently tatdftdwomestic as well as foreign
duties. Whilermie'than i,0OtrroptsinchlIg neary in Montana,
were pressediatoaction to help fihtWildfires that'scorchedadozen
western 'stateslast summer, m nembership'ithe Army Guard tontil
ues. Near the 6nd'bf epember the Anly Guard's strength was 351,864.
That was 1,864 tiure than the objective set far 2000 The recruiting
goal of 54,34'a exceede4 hby about S,000 new troops. Half of the
new faces had s&'~ed ip riiiiftirm beflle
IThose numbers'are 'encotging bec 4ir~e it is no Ioniger asecret

that an Armytuard toitiilinen can involve much more than one drill
weekend a inrithtarid IS days of annualtraining a year.
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tere, Copple said. 'That madou ttheWrwil"
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