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Crash claims 21

tragediesm i the National Guard's 364ptGuard rallies to sup ort yeary story. The ause of the crashe
fa m ilies ofn Virginiai 203 d m ain under i e n e gation.
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RenHoe ng in s Fhrg authorized ate flag o be flown at half

bRed inrsea cengine ers,h
gia. [stAviation crew Gen u c iaf

__________________________ National Guard Bureau, pledged "our
immediate support in responding to theBy MSg Bob Haske needs" of the families and members ofNational Guard Bureau the two stricken units "as they cope with
the aftermath of this devastating loss."The National Guard rallied its re- President George Bush, a former Air

sour es to support the grief- National Guard fighter pilot, said he wasT stricken families and friends of2lt deeply saddened at the news of the crash.
citizen-airmen and soldiers killed late "The tragic loss reminds us of the sac-Saturday mornig, March 3, when their rifices made each and every day by all oftwin-engine transport flying through our men and women in uniform," Bush
heavy weather crashed and
burned in rural central Geor-
gia.

A crisis center was set up in T ea ' gos re idsuVirginia Beach, Va., to help 9
survivors cope with their loss
of 18 Air National Guard civil 
engineers, officials reported.
Chaplains and family support .d day by al i of re
representatives fanned out
across Florida to comfort the oe at w omeies unifo 9ifamilies of the three-member Sg
Army National Guard flight
crew, said a Florida Guard
spokesman.- 0.

The 18 Virginia Air Guard
members belongedto the 23rdRedHorse s aid n a staement. Thepnice of freedom
Flight and were returning to Virginia is never free. Today's events remind usfrom Florida after spending two weeks of that it is sometimes unspeakably high."
annual training at Huriburt Field near The transport plane crashed at I a.m.
Fort Walton Beach. on Saturday into a field at Unadilla, Ga.,

The three members of the C-23 Sherpa's while flying through heavy rain.Rlorida Army Guard flight crew belonged "We have received help and support
to Detachment 1, 1st Battalion, 171st from the entire community in the Vir-Aviation in Lakeland. ginia Beach area to include civilian agen- aNo one survived the crash that, accord- cies and all the services," reported Vir-
ing to National Guard historians, is be-
lieved to be among the worst peacetime USee CRASH, page 4
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close to our homeland. Cape Cod was
Three decades of mental snapshots ifwewrupie on. Cpoda

breathtaking from 20,000 feet -- evenRAW " if we were upside down.

a The black flood waters that washedBy MSgt. Bob Haskell None of that, however, occurred to over the headlights and the hood of atsNaona Guard Bureau me on March 11. That Sunday was five-ton truck as Guard soldiersconsumed with compiling the stories of searched for stranded civilians alongtrim, 30-something wife wear- that weekend's memorial services in the streets of Grand Forks during a wet,racfro'he, n ~ing a yellow summer dress and Virginia and Florida for 21 Air and miserable night in North Dakota.u uP c carrying red roses for her Army Army Guardsmen who had made the a The two infantrymen from Virginiab Guard soldier is an image that never ultimate sacrifice eight days earlier who stood side-by-side, their riflesend quite goes away. The soldier, in his when their plane crashed in Georgia. loaded and leveled, on a chilled Veter-worn desert uniform, returned to the My personal milestone registered the ans Day afternoon in Croatia, as aal armory in Gardiner, Maine, on that late following Wednesday or Thursday. white car drove toward the bridge tosalept -...... 'garis' thsummer afternoon in 1991 after months Then I remembered the wife in the Bosnia they were guarding on the Sava"ou-tFeiTtiorcj itvmew of gritty duty in the Persian Gulf. yellow dress anxiously waiting to hold River. The car's driver, who was in thed d'h n Her husband had just gone through her husband and many other images wrong place at the wrong time, stoppedhhell during Operation Desert Storm the that have defined the National Guard and backed away before those Armyawoman insisted, and he would, by God that I have known for three decades. Guard peacekeepers had to open fire.get a proper homecoming. 0 The Fulda Gap, where a high fence u The top-level diplomats from Po-atm rd That is one of many mental snap- and guard towers once separated East land, Hungary and the Czech Republicshots that have flooded my memory and West Germany, is the ugliest place who asked many of our Guard generalssince crossing the threshold that more I have ever seen. It was in the fall of during a March morning near Brussels,or less makes me one of the National 1984, during an annual REFORGER Belgium, to help their countries get into6en on Guard's senior citizens. exercise in which Guard troops were the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.March 11 was the 30th anniversary part of a military pilgrimage to Europe. Those former communist countries
of that day in 1971 when I first swore We were there to show the Warsaw became NATO allies three years later.to spend the next six years doing my Pact that we could get there in a hurry a The disbelief that 21 good men had
duty for Maine and, if necessary, the if we had to. Thankfully, the fence and died on a rainy March day in Georgiaynm eml nation as a part-time member of this the towers are gone. during a routine flight from Florida tothing called "The Guard." 8 The howling, winter night beside a Virginia; and the realization that muchSix years le~<fp~fl fd t h~ o>O tT20 , it tde, f pmDowrerastMaincwlernr. of what he doSuddenly, 30 years'have flown by. I stepped out of my squad's shelter of defies the definiibeo rdfroutine.Overall, it has been a remarkable ad- boughs and canvas to seek relief during ...................e .1venture thanks to my background as a a week of survival training with othernewspaperman. Army Guard soldiers. The wind chill LEm Pouicy:

iArf o It has been my privilege to interview factor was 41-belowand photograph and serve with Ameri- * The ecstasy and the agony of a 'Letters to the Editor are subjectcans whose commitment to their states two-hour flight in the back seat of a to editing for space and style con-and this nation are also measured by Vermont Air Guard F-16B jet fighter siderations.the countless Sundays they have spent that was based in Bangor, Maine, to Our e-mail address is:away from their homes. keep Russian bombers from flying too malthanerj@ngb.ang.af.mil
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"... So when they started to remodel our training facility, we had to find an alternate location."
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Bush visits W. Virginia base
VIP VISIT -- PresidentU 'While you may Bush greets a West Virgina mn p
Army Guard Huey heli- Td nnot be full-timepilot.

soldiers, you are family support from the Guard tc.e ....
and other reserve components hfull-time patriots' after the active duty forces have f nt 'e, imlifull-time_____t______been 

reduced in size while U.S.defense missions haveincreasedBy SFC Eric Wedeking 
at home and abroad. t*a( h~uvvre

N ational G uard B ureauat 
h m an ab o ."I also want to recognize the e04t n ..... 9ad

employers of the National edscd4 oarking the finale ofGuardsmen 
and Reservists es-three-day tour atthree 

pecially those here today," he
alVtemilitary facilities 

said. "Citizen-soldiers have al-along the United States' eastern 
ways depended on selfless em- ,t

seaboard, President George W. 
ployers. The generosity of the crani oBush met with West Virginia 

in W V , Gil CNational Guard troops and re- 
wasn't learned in MBA text-Viinservists while praising their on- 
books or in business schools. Itgoing efforts and promising the 
was learned because these folks wadministration's future help. 

Photo byMaj. Randy Noiier epatriotic. these4fo9ks"The National Guard and Re- have a former Guardsman in the ing efforts throughout the na- "They care about their stateSa Aortd 1 
usa!sV gfei9,- 

and they careabout their coun-Mali ns~e, Sineushservedasafight~r minded the troops, their fami- try above love of profit," theBush said to agathering of about pilot with the Texas Air Na- lies and employers that his ad- president added. "And you have
2 ,000 troops and their families tional Guard during the Viet- ministration is sensitive to the the gratitude of our nation"in a West Virginia Air Guard nam War, that remark drew the recent high operational tempo Bush's military tour -- whichaircraft hangar at Yeager Field most-noisy round of applause they have been experiencing, included proposals for $5.7 bil-in Charleston, W. Va. "I want and cheers from the audience. The president pointed toward kdAf1% dyou to know that you not only Besides praising their ongo- gaining further employer and E See BUSH, page 5 ... ..m u

Emergency radio network to install e-mail
By MSgt. Bob Haskell 

to-go," said Montgomery.National Guard Bureau 
"They won'tevenknowthey'reconnected

to a high frequency radio," promised Will-ears of Y21( computer meltdowns 
iam Beamish, aseniormanagerfortheRoch an Q*Fxmtos~

h a v e l o n g s i n c e s u b s i d e d , b u t h a v e Raa i h a e i r m n g r o t e o hJ havyen lo g en, buthester-based 
Harris Corporation that has de- l#- ArBftatF hardly~s benfogten.... 

;
signed the software. "We are making thisThe National Guard Bureau is still im- systemrobustenoughsoitwillbeabletogetproving its high-frequency emergency ra- iyrteoutenough so i tialet g.....

dio network designed to link the 54 states information through poor connections." yefind nerrtorkiesihould tormlnk theep eats Operators will be able to transmit e-mail,
and territories should normal telephone and including compressed digital photographscomputer systems crash for other reasons, nand other images, over the same radios onsuch as the Feb. 28 earthquake that rocked Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell which they talk, it was explained.the Pacific Northwest. LINKED -- CWO2 Richard Montgo- "People will be able to establish or checkThe new twist is electronic mail, explained mery sends an e-mail message to the message link by using e-mail rather thanCWO2 Richard Montgomery, the high fre- New York over a high frequency link calling in," said Maj. Don Hathome, thequency system's manager in the branch for as Suzanne Simon Kwak watches, military support branch's new chief. "ThatMilitary Support to Civilian Authorities. .will require less time on the radio, and it willOnce the system is installed, essential like their personal computers. require fewer high frequency operators."users at the Army Guard's Readiness Center Montgomery anticipates that the new e- Guard officials plan to improve the net- sain Arlington, Va., and at emergency opera- mail software will be fielded at Guard instal- work by making it possible to patch radiotions centers in the states and territories will lations from Puerto Rico to Guam beginning transmissions directly into telephones.be able to send and receive e-mail over the in early April. He hopes all systems are It will cost the Guard an estimated $2.7 tiNational Guard High Frequency Radio Op- installed and working by September. million a year to upgrade and sustain theerating Network. The new system will work "If they know Outlook, they will be good- high frequency system, said Montgomery.
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CRASH Endangered. species find havens
plan for its 138,000-acre Orchard Train- scribed burns -- fires set by professionals

'l ' U Army Guard's 1.3 mil- ingArea, whichis situatedentirelywithin to clear brush from range areas.the Snake River Birds of Prey National Similar to the moths and Michaux'sginia National Guard officials, lion acres is home to 47 Conservation Area sumac, the American burying beetle at
"The tragedy has shown the "As the only heavy armor training area Fort Chaffee, Ark., relys on the opencommitment from our commu- that is also part of a conservation area, we space created from fires. Scott Simon,nities, which has always been saw the need for an INRMP," said from the state's Nature Conservancy'sthe foundation of the Virginia Marjorie McHenry, the Idaho Army field office, applauds the Guard's efforts.
National Guard." Guard's natural resource manager. "Be- "We appreciate the Guard's commit-As many as a dozen chap- By Rena Clark cause of our location, our actions require ment to maintaining open areas for train-
lains and three members of a National Guard Bureau coordination with other agencies. The Jag and for maintaining a well-managed
Tragedy Assistance Program INRMP pulls everything together." ecosystem," he said.

r Ss Army Guard units train to pro- Incorporated into the documents are Although theplans focus on the preser-
foSrivors eadmofred supp tect the nation from dangerous ways tokeepthelandsprairie-like, which vation of land and species, sometimes thectooan estmad twor po f- -foes, its soldiers sharetheirtrain- benefits training and some species. In plan is to battle nature. Alien species that
ily members and to other Air ing areas with creatures needing immedi- some instances, Halberg noted, training invade sensitivehabitats are a "hugeprob-

ate protection. activities that result in frequent, low in- lem," said Melissa Dumaran, the HawaiiGuard members, of the 203rd Endangered species, from the Ameri- tensity fires mimic the natural distur- Army Guard's natural resources conser-
Red Horse Flight at Camp can burying beetle to the gray wolf, vation manager.Pendleton in Virginia Beach. have found ahaven on approximately Its 11 Army Guard training sites"The mood here is very som- 1.3 million acres of Army Guard host 33 federal or state threatened orber. This is a tremendous loss training land. endangered species, including thefor the families and for the other To successfully manage both, the Schiedea adamantis -- an endangered
people in this unit to have to Guard is implementing Integrated shrub found at Fort Ruger's Dia-
come to grips with," said Maj. Natural Resources Management mond Head Crater, the only place inDebbie Magaldi, a unit spokes- Plans, or INRMPs, for the 91 Army the world where it occurs naturally.
person. Guard training sites serving as home "Hawaii has the smallest land mass

Maj. Frederick Watkins was to 47 federal-listed threatened and with the highest number of endan-identified as the ranking mem- endangered species and hundreds of gered species," she explained. "A
ber of the crew that had spent state-listed species. huge problem is that habitats be-the previous two weeks doing The INRMPs are detailed man- come contaminated by weedy spe-
electrical work and other types agement plans designed to address cies that get to new locations byof construction at the base in everything from battle training to Photo by Cadet Wendy Cook travelling on training gear;
florida. The 17 others were en- bluebirds. f TAKING ROOT-- Hawaii Army Guard 'The INRMP describes how welisted men. "The plans help us decide how to environmental assistant Molly Foley (left) can educate soldiers so they will

RedHorsesquadrons arecivil createbettermilitary tra gpppor 14I, plyit s dinga of the clean their gear," Dumaran added.
engineer units that can be de- tnities, While conserving the e-'' indaig h s.. .n' sources that thepublic has 'entruste' "key role in curtailing the spread ofployed rapidly to erect tent cit- to us," said Derek Halberg, the Army bance of fires that have occurred over invasive species that threaten rare spe-
is and otherfacilities fortroops Guard's natural resource program man- time. As a result, training areas are the cies."
in the field: The twin-engine, ager. last, best habitat for moths at Camp Halberg said there are many ways to
C-23 Sherpas can carry as many Although federal law now requires Edwards in Massachusetts, and a plant, balance training and conservation needs,as 30 passengers and can also b DOD installations to have INRMPs in Michaux's sumac, at Fort Pickett, Va. but it will require a lot of feedback fromused for transporting equip- placebyNov. 16, the Guard began imple- Michaux's sumac, a federal-listed en- those who design soldier training.
ment, airdrops and medical menting them years ago. By the time the dangeredplant, is doing so well at Pickett "The lands are there to support theevacuation, it was explained, law was passed in 1997, about 20 states that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is mission," he said. "We must train to beOneofthepilots, CWO4John were developing the plans and six states transplanting it to other locations, prepared, while managing, conserving
Duce, 49, was identified as a had already implemented them. To ensure the land will remain open and enhancing our natural resources.Vietnam veteran and full-time The Idaho Army Guard was one state enough for training needs and species "The good news," Halberg added, "is
FloridaArmy Guardtechnician. to jump at the opportunity to develop a survival, several INRMPs call for pre- We can do both."

Maj. Gen. Ronald Harrison,
Florida's adjutant general, vis-
ited with the families of Duce
and CWO2 Eric Larson, the
other pilot.

"They were killed in the ex-
ecution oftheirduties, and their
sacrifice was in the service to
theircountry," reflected the Na-
tional Guard Bureau's chief
about all 21 who died.

"Both organizations have
taken a very hard blow that will
impact the members, theirfami-
lies, and their communities," t Otttip ........
said Davis. = 'A

"Our hearts are heavy with
the magnitude of this sudden
catastrophe," he added.
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UNrope while flying missions be- ....tween the B alkans and Germany a.... ....BUSH VISIT
where National Guard and Re-

*li _ serve forces make up between
15 and 20 percent of the total i /; 17 1
U.S. military deployed there.

lion in pay raises, improved The president also pointed to
housing and medical benefits, the West Virginia National
andbeefeduphomelanddefense Guard's 15 disaster relief acti- i
efforts -- sent a strong signal to vations in the last six years.
one citizen-airmen and his fain- "I'm worried that we are try- i Q ... re
stering the entire U.S. military, around the world, and therefore,

but particularly the National creating tension," he said. .It's ..........
Guard. not only tension for employer to

"The president seems to be employee. It's tensions between n 0 r a: 1 7proudto be a Guardsman and he husband and wife over deploy- .. .. ....
lkedbeingaroundotherGuards- ments. Constant deployments it ie I imen. He seems sincere to me really create a severe issue for d 4and likes people," said West morale throughout the military.Virginia Air Guard SSgt. Peter Thepresidentplansto address ......
Hinton, an electrician with the thatissueensuringtheU.S. mili- -Z qns Na jo..i...i . . P
130th Air Wing in Charlotte, tary is trained and prepared to as Aet snbwho watched with his daughter fight and win war. ai ide i his i
Rachel perched atophis soldiers "Therefore," Bush observed, ...... ... .... d........ l a1R e
as the presidential airplane de- "We prevent-war from happen- a Grae t dh j
partedthe YeagerFieldrunway. ing in the first place."

"We voted for him," said On the home front, Bush - ----- itSt-t>
Hinton, whopreviouslyhadbeen promised that the National Arh

Guard will become in- KI<' iat .................................................................volvedin expanded domes- Pre;Td O W id tidei
tic security issues having seesuccessfully "stepped up to riythe challenge" of augment-
ing active-duty forces over-
seas.

"As threats to America
change, your role will
change," hepredicted. "The

serve willbe more involved
in homeland security, con-
fronting acts of terror and
the disorder our enemies
may try to create. I wel-
cometheimportantpartyou
will play in protecting our "'tit
nation and its people."

Surroundedby amilitary ---- t -aieMin
color guard, the presiden-
tial aircraft, several C-130Photo by SFC Eric Wedeking "Hercules" aircraft, a UH- tioiitVIP VIEW -- SSgt. Peter Hinton 1 "Huey" helicopter and aand his daughter Rachel watch howitzerWestVirginiaAir

for President Bush. Guard MSgt. Mike Esh-
baugh -- a member of the

stringing temporary wiring fora 167th Airlift Wing in Mar-
sizeable press room for the tinsburg -- said this wasn't the
President's visit. "I think he's first time he had met the presi-
the right man for the job." dent. asked Airman Bush to talk to bered him after 33 years. Bush Va., and finally Charleston,Also, Bush's visit was sig- Thirty-threeyearsearlierboth me," he recalled. "We went into also announced the reunion to a President Bush issued praise fornificant because West Virginia Eshbaugh and his Commander- a room and sat down on two national audience. the more than one million Na-was singled out to represent the in-Chief had both served as air- footlockers and he told me the "Hopefully, I'll be able to re- tional Guard and Reserve men
National Guard and Reserve's men recruits in the same U.S. importanceofworkingtogether tirewithhimasmyCommander- and women by saying they1.3 million men and women Air Force basic training class in as a team, so I stayed with it. He in-Chief," addedEsbaugh, who should consider themselves rolefrom across the nation and terni- July 1968 at Lackland AirForce was always concerned about the serves as his unit's public health models for the entire nation.
tories. Base, Texas. other airmen. technician. "Back in 1968, 1 "Beyond the role you play inThe president also held a EshbaughpresentedthePresi- "He's a genuine leader and a knewthatAininan Bush's father the Armed Forces, America'sroundtable discussion with area dent with a photo to sign of their man of integrity," Eshbaugh was involved in politics, but I citizen-soldiers display valuesemployers of National Guard basic training graduation. He added. "Thosecharacteristicshe never would have imagined I that are central to our nation:menandwomen. Bushtoldboth said seeing Bush again after had then have grown. Now he was going through basic train- character, courage and sacri-
troops and employers that he more than three decades brought wants to work to-unite the coun- ingwithafuturePresidentofthe fice," Bush said. "You demon-believes the National Guard is back fond memories, try." United States." strate the highest form of citi-stretched thin. "At one point when I was in Eshbaugh said the most hum- Concluding his three days of zenship, and while you may notBush noted the 130th Airlift basic training, I was about ready bling experience was the real- military visits to Fort Stewart, be full-time soldiers, you areWing's recent return from Eu- to give up, so the drill instructor izationthatthePresidentremem- Ga., Norfolk Naval Air Station, full-time patriots.'"
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EYE on the ENEMY- Oregon Army
Guard PFC Darren Buchholz (right) eyes
a target downrange as Texas PFC James
Pomeroy watches. Guard soldiers (above)
practice their sniper skills under the
watchful eye of SFC Ben Dolan (rear).

Now accredited, the Guard's sniper
school tests select marksmen's
mental and physical skills

Without Warlingl

Without Remorse
Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell

By MSgt. Bob Haskell, National Guard Bureau -ofmap.hlsi.ae id .s.ed <
durance that "with te proper, funding B ennn

There is a lot more to the andstaffwecouldprobablyfully February's training at Camp
o the naked eye, a six-foot man standing 628 training than shooting at targets train 100 people per year." Robinson.

meters away in front of a tree line is little more more than a quarter of a mile "The second phase is a lot "We need snipers more than
away, eventhough arecentclass more stressful than Phase I," ever to infiltrate enemy posi-than a figment of a soldier's imagination. expended more than 9,000 offered Nebraska Army Guard tionsandgatherinformation androunds of 7.62mm ammunition SSgt. Kenneth Winn, 25, an- to take out targets with no col-

Killingthatmanwiththeffirst, thoughtful, soft-spoken sortwho in two weeks, other former Marine who has lateral [or unnecessary] dam-
cold-barrel shot from a high- has completedMarine Corps and Students must score 70 per- recently completed the Camp age," he said. "Collateral dam-
powered rifle with a telescopic U.S. Army sniper training. He cent on the Army Physical Fit- Robinsoncourse. "You andyour age has become a big concern
sight would be the ultimate test knows, but does not publicly ness Test to getin. Six-mileruns partner are carrying your weap- because of the Army's peace-
for the specialized soldiers that share, some dark stories about in the morning, countless ons'systems and 65-pound keeping missions.
the National Guard trains on the the business of being a sniper. pushups and sit-ups, and forced packs, including the [camou- "Sometimes it's best to put a
open ranges and in the woods of Active duty soldiers from the marches with 60-pound packs flage] ghillie suits. You're out sniper in a visible position to act
central Arkansas, a few miles 7th Special Forces Group will are part of the drill. Only the on field problems for two days as a deterrent -- as a force pro-
north of Little Rock. undergo snipertraining at Camp strong survive. at a time. You have to have a tection over-watch," BroseusThe National Guard Sniper Robinson in May, said Lt. Col. Twenty-one reported for the sound mind and body." added. "Every time you have
School, established in 1993 at Cation Smith, the National first two weeks of marksman- Sowhy do we still need snip- troops ontheground, youshould
Camp Joseph T. Robinson, has Guard Marksmanship Training shiptraininginFebruary. Eleven ers during this era of high-tech have a sniper over-watching
come of age in one important Unit's chief of operations. Citi- graduated and earned the right warfare? them."
way. The U.S. Army accredited zen-soldiers from the Army toreturnwithinthenextyearfor Mostlightinfantrybattalions However, FM 23-10, the
it last December. It will soon get Guard's 29th Infantry Division two more weeks of field craft - have three two-man teams - rmy's "Sniper Training" field
the chance to train active Army who are slated to serve later this - the skills in camouflage and snipers and observers -- who manual, makes no bones about
soldiers in the deadly art and year in Bosnia will train in July. stalking that are required to see serve two basic functions. Their thepri,,arypurpose. "Thesniper
science of deliberately stalking The school will also conduct andperhapskillthe enemy with- primary purpose is still to kill must be able to calmly and de-
and killing the enemy without two pilot courses in counter- out being seen or killed them- enemy soldiers, and instill fear liberately kill targets that may
remorse and from distances that sniper tactics for the Air Na- selves. in many others, from long dis- not pose an immediate threat to
are hard to fathom. tional Guard's security forces That's a typical attrition rate, tances. The secondary mission him. ... The sniper must not be

"Thisisadreamcometrue.It this year. said 1st Sgt. Jim Green, who is to evaluate an enemy's susceptible to emotions such as
will bea prestigious thing forus "Run" is a key word. The madeitthroughthecoursewhen strength and movement as their anxiety or remorse."
to run soldiers through this Guard infantry soldiers who he was 52. "Itdaned near killed commander's forward eyes and The work is not nearly as ex-
school so they can get their B-4 have passed the two-part course me," he added about the school ears. citing as Hollywoodwouldhave
sniper certification," observed that is modeled on the Army's that is meant for the young, The secondfunction has be- people believe, said Broseus.
Army Guard SFC Ben Dolan, five-week sniper school at Fort Approximately 48 men make come as critical a he first, ob- "A sniper team is more likely
35, the chief instructor. He is a Benning, Ga., know it as a test it through the two phases each servedSSgt DavidBroseus, one to have to take out a machine
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For Dutch Army SFC EriL wO eu

p h y...... ... d.... . ... s.. .. .... hi a g e o
TOUGH pgpace
TRAININGisntteol
Marksmnshi s otingi mreot science. W
is not the only ejfl AA4J 141t1 dpnlowk"4d Wt "ndw.. . .... w e s ,st d ~ aA t w

skill tested at do" a] nf this ptysigattamung."
the Guard's
Sniper School I I .pf
at Camp Rob- ..an ...d
inson. Soldiers Tiftps aacn hCi etHawHiikftnd ping
seeking the T1k bste frmri ile
coveted sni- y MSgtiob ske!! tn -,
per certificate
must also be i hn tffi xnhtlicbfir
physically .......... .e V tgr sxhls bfr

ng
ready to en- nz;' ip has been a dirty word in The traeling bArkmansasfl h:di Jnonn ss a

dure daily PT A Kngdo of the Neterlands since beat at Camp Rob nsou claimed smipe.
runs (below) % thee 1 Ger army occie. .the smalli, school t Sgt Isi- Green
and an obst- anitlsokowfo I c no but iwas pety tough.

acle course most of World War II confesed.de Waa.PotsSo whiy i4 SFC Erik de Waa4 from the There was :also :a halenge with th@lam-(left). i)uch y edt0Fbf es : gae ddd h i

Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell mleft).Amerih a discoveraddedhe hardlWwho p akwlvmsalny
mid~k~xe44dicdve rlgthehard way' thes n s-- siti so ni.hoW the Nationa Guardtrainssnipers? gland

Weil th ciiPyoesMh inPan trty I know how t sboor, btI hadt treao
experts atlthotingaon istane2' ex- andexplmeverytbingitn AmencanfEn
plaii edehe pe 0 _ikfre Waal whb has: gli'sh hesa d'Ameriean Engish s differ-
beenaMioogtdistanceshoting instructor for ent from Englisht EnglishY

six years: , E nik de W aal has been aogrd R is

DitchifatrYcompanieshe said have stationedi Germany with thefluth
sixSdchtwo-aniitams tramedtorhit n-i riys 41stMechamzed Brigade H-e has
~tiatoa #:ie Up Bogtifa ambodia
eftiibe Aciia%....'.. .

rinionatioalriflesand Thaland he.
t0 1:00 meersexvlnzd, Ills tr~ip to:

a aianfmre Arkanas, tioweer

thn sixteths 6fa wasisirst visit to
gunner to slow an enemy's rate The class's motto "Without mle. theu d
of fire," he added. "You will not Warning -- Without Remorse" Also, te Waals
be looking for people like chalked onto the blackboard in battalion con- hre.
Saddam Hussein." February could also be the Na- myander Lt Col. big e And you

How well does the National tional Guard school's motto. It Mart de Cryf.wants chUya lot fst
Guard school prepare people to offers the students few second toknow hw the food he ' dWaal
do that duty? Very well, main- chances. Yanks train people m sai The fis
tainedSSgt. TomDow, the other You can't score 70 percent on essentially the same ery cheap t ot
instructor from Fort Benning. your PT test? You're gone. You skills. .abour 1a literin

"The intensity of the training can't estimate the range to your That's why the .ol...d.
is the same as it is at Benning," targets? You're history. You Asenior srgeant, 'TheDutchman': SFCErikde Wal He also disco rd
he explained. "These Guard can't hit 14 of 20 targets 300 to 2<qtidklypicknamed kht .. kansas is
people put in the same number 600 meters away during day or 7The Dutchman, <spent w shoting expcnencm etterai colderwinter
of hours and days during their night record fire? Good-bye. and rningand'shooting some more at tnAhe expectedto encunter inteSou
two two-week phases as we do Ben Dolan and the half-dozen Camp Rohssfn central kas a 'I thought it wouldbe wn t db.
in five straight weeks. We take otherinstructors know that lives student at the Natio uard's Sniper. .hiveimany wn lrnhe" de ;Waa
the weekends off. They don't." are at stake and that sniperteams Schol said "thatito buy s (lothe after 1

And the Camp Robinson fa- can wind up in the daredest t was as god as training .t the U... ied"

cility is equal to the task, he places when the weather is at its Amy SaiPerSchmiobl atForBemtng, Ga, T AmenenasJaye beenTfhiendly he
added. worst. because the Armya ep i adrey"I'm amazd at how arge txisained( andl~ W n~;f -ef; f Sgk Jeffre

"I'mamazedathowlargethis They may even have to put up seven'year-oldSchDoltastfDece'ber Gtin from Vermont has helped with. hi.. .
place is," marveled Dow. "It with snakes. <The 3Yyeardlid dfW&aasoldiberfor,5 Enish.
wasdefinitelyasurprise. This is "We're teaching a unique yebrsdiscoveredtat American soldiers DeWaalaistbrida6rkaasto
not the little National Guard ar- skill. If the students can't handle train a bit differehfly than tc soldiers lean the sllig; ... ouflag; ag rn tret
mory operation I was expect- it for two weeks at a time here, Thereis, for ekamplealotof running. otg I*
ing.'" they can't handle a real-world I"Here you do everytingin &ttish, ' he attheNafiaiGnrd'5s tper school.

Building 4901 on Camp mission," Dolan insisted. "We observedtwoRdaysibfrgtadUaing from6 Hetdil t tneko d i anolvormuning
Robinson is a modest metal trainasif we're goingtowarthe PThas&Iofthetwo~pt dt1onb 23* ndeniit w 'ti9di~ gtotore
structure, withjusttwo windows, next day. I'm not giving anyone "YourUn, run ruinhdthenyouaydown weeksof ltenstve ' iubwi .f. ...
that houses the Army's only ac- a certificate I wouldn't want to and shoot?"h" shinga t ig :distAncer Ahem&ri 4c e
credited sniper school besides go into the woods with tomor-
the one in Georgia. row." ____________ __
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IN ID THE M EM RIA ..-.. .... -, .. .......

Rick Watkins' children, show, but it was not easy for them, said
Colleen Davis, Watkins' former wife.

"They're having their good and badlike many others, are days. It still doesn't seem quite real yet,"
added Davis as they waited outside the

having good, bad days 203rd's headquarters building for new .i .. l
identification cards to be processed.

Davis said her sons were trying to find
By SFC Eric Wedeking a silver lining around the dark cloud of
National Guard Bureau losing their father, commander of the 17

other civil engineers who were flying/ Sthey played with their toys home following two weeks of annual

around the Virginia Air Guard's training in Florida.
203rd Red Horse Flight monu- "My older son said to me, 'God must

mentinVirginiaBeach, theWatkinsboys, have had one big [construction] project
Joshua, 8, and Colton, 4, knew their fa- for daddy to design in Heaven so that'sther would not be coming home again. ....... Go.oo.im""Dvs.ad

They understood on that second Fri- The Watkins boys and their mother are
day in March that their dad, Maj. Rick not alone in theirloss. The l8airmenwho I ir-y4,000
Watkins, 35, had died with 20 other Na- died left a total of 37 children -- toddlers
tional Guardsmen in an airplane crash in to high school students.
Georgia on March 3. Davis said her older son has avidly VVat 6,5lL

The boys' mother had already begun read the newspapers about the accident
taking the steps to help them get on with and about preparations for the iileinoi i
their lives, service. Also, teachers and students at .

They were putting on a courageous Joshua's elementary school are offering fanfGuari rade
their support. ...................40 IUE

"Right now, everything Joshua touches
at school is golden. The teachers and
students there have been great," Davis by SECEric Weki
said. "I got them back to school to get Na'2n aThnreau IN MEMOfY- Is. Thomas
them back into a routine and some sort of Tw.li. (Ie.... .....t ..rmaner,
normalcy." er andenetid pu scuat T g hit nd Imte nii t

Four-year-old Colton is expected to r ho l a v
have a harder time remembering his fa- gt;- ,dr vices in Vglnindlorr $e r rupey
ther. Davis said her oldest son is already a heservet
taking responsibility for preserving the .Nat0nl .u...w.h...

memory of "Dad." Mara)KS militmy aj i ra i Cardaviats SoniFlodW tat

"Joshua said he's going to tell his ApiGeprgpa - oatli ilkt AviatidniC23
brother stories about his dad so he knows ... frotfrtaesin $eat d nnt wer rem eor

about him," Davis added. "I think that whithe unts cir aec!on'a t al tl c
will help them both." alty erdi i hnis A The A tiOr ig rw a

Davis holds no ill will toward the Air 1 r tesid~nt Gog wi f po g Oe 0ffcex1d4l4 1
National Guard or the military for the .......e . A.i. Nt o G enhstedmmhers'o lit

death of her sons' father. g.....il.. wei rcadito-mhsewho c tiirtionimb~omd m t8.

"We've all been around the military ..od, .a.c..o Vir 010 followng two. wees
here, and we know that this kind of thing An estimated 4 00W mily memA I Jnavgaa ng :t uifbuit !eid in

can happen. It just happened," D avis ..t y q........... ...

added. "The military is doing everything ote d.. ore .... the. e
they canto help the families and continue cav.ern.s... cC hwVirgima tOln PfamiesatVieriia Hac

helping them." oBeachY on Stwrday vfpny th ta i r ti~ 'wNf o

Joshua carried that a step farther. tespeddifrjhd thin

"I want to work for the military when Near,,, 1a(J0d gstended iS y O 364 ashyava f et

I'm old enough," he said while playfully services ......n...
Photo by nc Making sword fighting with his brother. l:andnd . ackson.vile. U FIpoj i dayv¢c' tOge r 10tsiN W 00 a d ~ f gnifm tdii~h .... m.

DEDICATED to DAD-- Josh (left) Davis whispered that Joshua would T VS Air ..i.ih

and Colton Watkins, sons of the certainly carry on his father's legacy. 0 : i & esfrom A Verfiia 23rdRe a I oer umwt .. t. t.ei -

late Maj. Rick Watkins, place a "Joshua is the spitting image of his H..... and hehe i skyedbn

wreath on a Red Horse statue father," she said. ..... ...
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SPORTS
m CISM: Forging Friendships Through Sport

World's top military skiers
compete, forge friendships

Gurd's 024thWigno ago Minnesota's Spc. Kara
bl u m A. iSalmela scores silver in

ioento l armtbesi women's biathlon
By SSgt. Bryan D. Suits
Vermont National Guard

Prrr he weather cooperated and theS=fcompetition was intense at thetinf d es 
Conseil International du SportMilitaire 43rd World Military Ski Chain-pionships at Stowe and JerichoVt., from

March 8 to 11.
c:i 4sek i YearThe 

games featured world class ath-
tletes from 18 nations, and provided an

exciting preview of the 2002 WinterI 9 9~ o u r n y i n D a yt n, G n o, Q y m p i e s>- -boastd 1 teans~ he CISM games briig-together miii-
The ore eamswe hvetary personnel from around the world tocompete in several traditional alpine andnordic ski events: cross country, giantdirct, 

slalom, biathlon and military patrol.finaddit~i to z~nyConseil 
International du Sport Militaireextracrriua 

was organized in Europe shortly aftero ey sf fo 
World WarII as a means to foster "friend-i 
ship through sport."o at t m nt. Ied 

The nordic events were held at theEthan Allen Firing Range. The range, the
a isite of Vermont's Mountain WarfareSchool, is one of the premier cross-coun-

try ski and biathlon facilities in North

fer nAmerica.
While no U.S. male biathletes finished

in the top 20, Army Spc. Kara Salmela,from Duluth, Minn., placed second in thet m e t. te b s .. women's biathlon. Her time of 23:40.9
for the 7.5-kilometer course was only 11

seconds off of the gold medal pace set by
Slovenia's Andreja Grasic.Salmela, a member of the Army's
World Class Athlete Program, looks for-
ward to Salt Lake City in 2002."I'm getting stronger all the time andthe competition makes you mentally
tougher," she said.

As comrades on the field of friendly
competition, the athletes went home as.eitr, plea aPie- living proof that CISM's motto "friend-592 
ship through sport" remains alive.

u aSILVER 
LINING -- Spc. Kara

Salmela won the silver medal in
the women's 7.5-k sprint biathlon.

Photo by PFC Jody M. Metzger
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Texas parachute
packers have earn-
ed the respect of
many paratroopers
By SFC Brenda Benner
Texas National Guard

n active duty Air

Force unit, facing
high expenses for

run-of-the-mill services, de- Photos by SF0 Brenda Benner
cided there had to be a bet- PACKING PERFECTION -- Sgt. John Naputi
ter way. Army Reserve air- (left) shakes a chute. Naputi (above, right) and
bome soldiers, facing apos- PFC Daniel Yepez pin canopy fabric.
sible loss of their jump sta-

tus, knew they had to find a Naputi. "We provide a malfunc-
remedy fast. dons sergeant and someone to

Both units, plus others a issue out the chutes. We also
thousand miles away, have transport the parachutes to the
found their deliverance in sites and bring them back with
the National Guard's para- us. Like weapons, they must
chute riggers. never leave our control. We as-

The Texas Army Guard's sume total responsibility."
Parachute Packing and "I will be sure -- always.
Maintenance Shop, consist- These words, from "The
ing of full-time and tradi- Rigger's Creed," sum up the
tional soldiers from the 49th dedication and high level of skill
Armored Division's 143rd riggers put into their often te-
Infantry, (Long Range Sur- dious and repetitive work.
veillance Detachment) and Naputi admits that jumpers
also of Company G, 143rd have to ultimately accept the
Infantry, supports all types they are doing to our para- factthat although they hadnoth-
of airborne units in need, chutes. Not only have they ing to do with the chutes before
regardless of their location / aiec us a lt :of money theygetthemintheirhands that
or branch of service. - er th_,

Thefacility, located atthe chute packings, but wefeel chute is perfect..
Texas Guard's Camp more at ease knowing it is Another excerpt from the sa-
Mabry headquarters in Aus- they who have us covered." credrigger's pledge offers astark
tin, is the only military rig- Sgt. John Naputi, of the reminder.
ger shop in Texas. LRS Detachment, has "lwillneverletthe idea thata

The PPMS has a mainte- packed chutes since 1985. piece of work is 'good enough'
nance section and person-, He' s proud to wear the make me a potential murderer
nel qualified in re-stitching rigger's red hat. through a careless mistake or
andhole-patching damaged Naputi belongs to a small oversight, for I know that there
canopies, kit bags and the like. Co. G, is the rigger shop super- the PPMS's clients, the Air group of rigger comrades. U.S. can be no compromise withper-
Entireparachutekits are repaired visor, and one of the most expe- Force's SERE unit seems espe- Army Quartermaster Center fection."
as well as packed. rienced jumpers in the Texas cially appreciative of his shop's records indicate that less than It'sperfectionthatcomesfold-

Since the Texas Guard's 71st Army Guard with more than 300 services. 1;400 riggers- support airborne by-fold, 30 of them in the 20
Airborne Brigade cased its col- military jumps. "They've had a difficult time operations worldwide. minutes that it takes to pack one
ors in the 1970s and since the "Our shop is one of four re- in the past, they've had to con- Currently, the active duty MCI-1 series military canopy.
closureofFortlHood's parachute gional parachute support facili- tract through civilian skydiving Army has rigger shops in only It's this perfection that has
rigger shop more than a decade ties set up by the National Guard organizations. Not only can we nine states, with a large concen- earned theriggers the confidence
ago, Mabry's shop now hunts Bureau for technical and safety pack a larger quantity of chutes, tration of those facilities at Fort of their customers.
for business. It not only sup- oversight," said Dunlap. "The but we pack the round canopy Bragg, N.C. "We trust them every week,
ports active-duty and reserve otherthreeareinAlabana, West staticlinechutesthatmostcivil- There's certainly no over- said SrA. Jeff Martin, an Air
Army units, but also the instruc- Virginia and Utah." ian organization don't." ' abundance of riggers, and no Force SERE instructor. "Ser-
tors of the Survival Evasion Re- The Air Force's SERE de- SERE instructor TSgt. Timo- shortage of parachutes. Some- geant Dunlap and his guys are
sistance and Escape unit, an ac- tachment instructors rely on thy Kapp couldn't agree more. where in the world, there's al- the greatest."
tive-duty Air Force detachment Mabry'sriggershoptopacktheir "The guys at Mabry have all ways an airborne soldier float- The Army Reserve's 345th
from Brook AFB San Antonio. chutes and to also provide tech- of the experience and all of the ing-to Earth. Psychological Operations Com-

"We have customers from as nical support at drop zones. machines necessary to do the "It seems like we're always pany, based in Dallas, is a rela-
far away as Nebraska and Illi- "They do not have a facility jobcorrectly," saidKapp. "They busy," said Naputi. "We aver- tively new customer. Anupcom-
nois," said Sgt. James Whit- that packs personnel rigs for in- have a large light tablethatthey age 15 to20packjobs aday, plus ing Kosovo deployment has
more, an Austin-based rigger tentionaljumping," saidDunlap. use to find tiny holes, tears and any maintenance tasks we do." made keeping a current jump
who drills with Co. G. "Westore, "AirForce riggers only packthe most types of contaminants on Riggers not only pack chutes, status a high priority.
inspect, and pack nearly 300 parachutes going into aircraft the fabric. but also have many responsi- SSgt. Billy 'Lambert, a psy-
main canopies and their accom- ejection seats, not the type a "We've counted on this Na- bilities out at the drop zones. chological operations teamchief
panying reserves." person would use on his back" tidnal Guard shop for over two 'There are several positions with the 345th, said that a major

SFC Mark Dunlap, also of Whitmore says that of all of years," he added. "Wetrustwhat that only a rigger can fill," said benefit of being a customer is
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.. ........ ...... ° ... . : !E "

and untwist the 30 suspen- INS D T
Sion lines. They inspect ev-
cry square inch of the cano-
pies and every component ie r naaAc
of the system. ....... .. . .

Each panel section of the t .. tb*T.....Army
canopy is meticulously AM

folded over onto the others Moo, JOp Air hi s u t pe i

before the critical work of . ....

's-folding' begins 
Aihi" c mrw

"Laying out the chutes A eiai1I:tt gad
and packing them requires
a lot of patience because Luyou'll work ..sme 5....~s: i~

........ bwelyjl_*ktou pirtd~
feet of table day in and day .... cnhent A poA
out," said Whitmore. "You
must have a detail-oriented Ba t srO b
mindset. One simple missed ......... .t ..eate bt ....

step within the process can p 14 ... e.. t e -
prove disastrous." -. Ws

Quality control is ensured i&b uaa g e a fs ml hu is
by a seven point "in-pro- doubt... ....... Mark
cess" inspection in which - National % i 9thergg1
fellow riggers check and .... i t..ir O...niiop

RIG GIG - Sgt. James Whit- doublecheckoneanother's u y 5p aj
more stows the 30 suspension work during seven particu- t p fl
lines into a parachute pack. lar phases of completion. el pa fiot~os

By regulation, riggers
that his unit can "strap hang," or must jump using the same para-

basically tag along with the rig- chutes they've packed. This
gers when they support other brings a new twist to the phrase ........

airborne missions. "working for a living." Whit-
If not for the support of more references this adrenaline

Mabry's rigger shop, the 345th pumped activity as saving one's s p of

would continue sending their own life over and over again.
parachutes to Fort Bragg, a pro- Whitmore, like other riggers, C
cess that demands more money is proud of the fact that his cor-

Lambert added that there's time a parachute is activated.
more to this unusual relation- "The infantry uses blanks and
ship born of necessity than medical personnel use moulage
merely saving time and money. kits for injury simulation, but

"Considering the enormous every time we jump -- it's a
amount of experience these rig- "live fire" situation for us." M
gers have, and the fact they have PFC Daniel Yepez, 25; the
Sergeant Dunlap as their newest member of the shop,
jumpmaster, we have the oppor- awaits his chance for a seat at m
tunity to learn a lot more." jump school, and subsequently a guBha

Before the riggers lay out the for rigger school.
parachutes for inspection and Although Yepez doesn't ac- o
packing, theysuspendthem from tually pack any of the chutes, he
the drying tower during a pro- has gained valuable "hands on" Vn A iifi44Moluo

cesscalled "shakingthechutes." experience.
"If we didn't shake them out "Until he becomes a certified

before putting themonthepack- rigger, he will never perform a I _-
ing tables, there's notellingwhat 'live' packingjob," saidNaputi. T -- 3j.....
would happen," said Naputi. Yepez, who considers him- Marrn&. nts ........ ..' b rena B

"Over the years I've had ev- self a detail-oriented neat freak, fAtML2 it A
erything from a live bird, to is eager for his turn."
snakes, football-sized rocks, "I'll have more opportunities %7 i .. a..A
inch long ants, and even field to jump as a rigger than just a ittrm iek a
mice drop out of these chutes," being an airborne-qualified sol- hi s6t to'" ....
he added. "Here in Texas, we dier," he said. ......e. r4i

mostly getlots of grasshoppers." Sewing time for air time. It htt.
Naputi recalled an incident seems like a reasonable trade d's asepu p-

years ago in Thailand when a off -- to hang suspended by the hc anihhw&foenLt d f 00- adttbpabn

Cobra was determined to stay in very stitches he sews.

a parachute while at the drop "I didn't think I'd ever be on' : j ty o.. ...'

zone. "It flared up at us," said a sewing machine for an official onewho lidw i_0t

Naputi. "That was scary." Army task," he said, "I guess I'll t
After the shake down, the rig- have to sew on my own patches i #4

gets lay the parachute kits out and buttons in the future, be- te yV
on 50-foot pack tables for a se- causemymomknows I'mlearn- ' <K
ties of line checks to untangle ing to sew.".

ME ON GUARD
March-April 2001 1



STATES
* Getting Goggles . Honduran Helpers * D.C. Deployment

TEXAS PENNSYLVANIA
The next time 149th Fighter Members of Company G, 104thWing instructors teach new pilots Aviation deployed to Nicaraguahow to fly the F-1 ..higFl 

vain elydt iaauhow y - 16 Fighting al- recently to provide vital air supportcon, things will be different. for Joint Task Force Sebaco, aThe new syllabus for the seven- Umulti-service task force comprisedmonth B Course, which began of U.S. Marines, active Army,March 30, will include training Army Reserve and Army Nationalwith night vision goggles (NVG). Ard uis."Tlis wll e te frst Corse.. ... Guard units.
"This will be the first B Course LThe groups were brought to-class of student-pilots in the Air ..r .. gether to construct two clinics andForce to go through NVG train- a school for three separate commu-ing," said Lt. Col. Jack Presley, nities in central Nicaragua.commander of the wing's 182nd The Keystone State aviationFighter Squadron. "Including NVG crews, based at Fort Indiantowntraining in the B Course was the Gap, hauled more than one millionnumber-one request of combat air qu n pounds of cargo in less than 10forces." ...... weeks.The goggles greatly amplify In addition to the cargo, thesources of light, effectively letting Company G crews transportedtheir users see at night. However, more than 2,000 passengers, whilepilots have to adapt and learn to logging 300 flight hours.

look and identify things differently All of this was accomplishedthan they do in daylight. with just two CH-47 ChinookAccording to Maj. John Kane, helicopters and two flight crews --who helped develop the syllabus . a not to mention a limited mainte-for the course, looking through the nance team."soda straws" is the hard part. Supporting the task force was"While itis a huge tactical ad- not the crew's only duty, they alsovantage to see at night, there are ..... w e ced pony dthe ason# ACE i 1were called tuportbythe Amterican
some limitations to NVGs that Embassy to transport 25,000m: i a m "h
must be addressed," he said. ; Is pounds of medical supplies toThis year the B Class is sched- Bluefields, Nicaragua.uled to graduate eight active-duty The badly needed supplies wereAir Force pilots, compared to just transported over a three-day periodone last year. 

using specially installed long-"Going from one to eight active range fuel tanks. With no fuel at
duty student pilots shows we have the Bluefield airport, the 325-mileproven ourselves as part of the T n round trip flight was completedTotal Force," Presley said. without refueling.

By Capt, Sheldon Smith Since June 2000, five District Guardsmen
District of Columbia National Guard have provided similar security at the Wash-

ington Navy Yard in support of Federal Pro-A highly specialized Army Guard mobile search tective Services. Their primary mission is to
operations team recently deployed to Bahrain in scan truck cargo bound for the Ronald Reagan
Southwest Asia to help guard U.S. Naval ships Building in Washington for bombs.
against the threat of terrorist attack. "Everyone takes their job here very seri-

The five-person team was created in response to ously," said Sgt. Lonnie Stancil. "If a vehicle
a Navy Support Activity request for security forces were to come through here and we missed
that can inspect ships for bombs in certain high-risk something, it would be our responsibility. D.C. search specialists deployed to Bahrain.ports. "We have the lives of many people in our"Our mission is to perform port security for the hands," he added. Bahrain," said Maj. Gen. Warren L. Freeman,Naval commander in Bahrain. Our job is to x-ray The team will remain deployed for several D.C.'s commanding general. "I'm even morevehicles, checking for drugs, bombs, etc.," said months. The FPS and Bahrain teams are the only proud of the soldiers who volunteered to be awaySSgt. Joseph Owens, a member of D.C.'s 273rd Guard teams performing explosive detection. from their families to serve their country.Military Police Company. "We'll check everything "I'm proud to have this unique mission and to be "They will play an important role in combatingthat goes onto Naval ships." able to perform duty with a sister service in terrorism in that area," the general concluded.
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HISTORY
m Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

Regulars despised so much in "weekend and coalition forces would attack once
warriors" -- long hair, relaxed disci- the January deadline passed. On Dec. 1
pline, cold beer and campfires in the there were 231 Army Guard units with
field during annual training -- had disap- I 36,689 soldiers in federal service. That
peared.By allmeasurable standardsthe number would rise to 341 units and
Army Guard was more ready for war 55 664 soldiers by the Jan. 15 deadline.
than it had been in its entire history. Among the units called up in late

When Iraqinvaded Kuwait on Aug. 2, November/early December were five
1990, the necessity of deploying Guard Army Guard combat brigades. Three of
and Reserve units to bolster America's these -- Georgia's 48th Infantry Bri-responsewasneverinquestion.OnAug., gade Mississippi's 155th Armored22 President George Bush authorized ? Brigade, and Louisiana's 256th Infan-
the call-up of 200,000 Reservists for try Brigade -- were roundout brigadesOperation Desert Shield. to active duty divisions. While many of

en years after U.S. and coalition forces registered The first Army Guard unit mobilized the soldiers in these units hoped that
a resounding victory over Iraq during Desert for Operation Desert Shield was they still might be trained and deployed,

T Storm, activity in the Persian Gulf continues. Alabama's 1241st Adjutant General the Army viewed them as a strategic
Now, the reports focus on Gulf War illnesses, Iraqi Company (Postal). It won a coin toss reserve and did not allocate sealift to

defiance of UN arms inspectors and Saddam Hussein's that took place at 2 a.m. on Aug. 27, move these units to Saudi Arabia.
continued grip on power. 1990 in the Alabama Guard's Emer- However, this was not the case for

A decade ago, the news from the Persian Gulf centered gency Operations Center. The loser of the coin toss, the other two Guard Brigades mobilized -- Tennessee's
on the achievements of America's military. A force that Alabama's 1207th Quartermaster Detachment (Water 196th Field Artillery Brigade and Arkansas's 142nd
waited five months before launching a devastating 38- Purification), was the second Army Guard unit mobi- Field Artillery Brigade. The artillery brigades quicklyday air and artillery attack. Then, ground troops stepped lized. However, the honor of being the first Army Guard deployed to the Gulf, where they rained down terrific
in to deliver the final blow. unit to arrive in Southwest Asia belonged to Colorado's destruction upon the Iraqis.

"(The Iraqi army went) fromthefourth-largestarmy in 1158th Transportation Detachment (Movement Con- ItpromptedthecounanderoftheBfritish4thArmoured
the world to the second-largest army in Iraq in 100 trol), who touched down in Saudi Arabia on Sept. 9. By Brigade to remark about the Arkansan brigade: "By
hours," boasted Lt. Gen. Tom Kelly, the Joint Chiefs of Nov. 1, there were 91 Army Guard units containing golly, they were good ... Talking to the Iraqi artillery
Staff's director of operations. 9,102 citizen-soldiers on active duty. commander after the war, he told me that 90 percent ofAn essential part of that force was members of the In November, however, the mission of Desert Shield his crews on that position had been killed or wounded
Army National Guard. Neyly 38, 0.r uardmem- changed There were enough heavy combat forces in the whenthis initialbombardment hadgonein. Helostmore
bets-dployeest'7A-t--- - -- - -- - -- - -- --w-f-eanother than 70 gihuiff the space bfainhour, which was a
24,000 served outside of the Gulf. Over two- -, pretty major achievement."
thirds of the units were able to deploy within 45 Most of the missions performed by the Guard in
days. the Gulf were combat support and service sup-

In many cases, unitsweretrained-up earlierbut port. Twenty eight states, two territories, and thehad to wait for transportation -- especially sealift District of Columbia provided Military Police
-- to get their equipment to Southwest Asia. The units to control traffic and guard the more than
long-held belief that the Guard could not be ready 71,000 Iraqi prisoners of war. Transportation,
in time to help the Army win a modem war was Quartermaster and Ordnance units made possible
convincingly disproved. the massive shift of forces for Gen. Norman

In many respects, the Army Guard owed the Schwartzkopf's "Hail Mary" on the Iraqi flank.role it played in Desert Storm to the role it didn't The equivalent, as one book put it, "of moving the
play in Vietnam. While more than 7,000 Guards- entire population of Akron, Ohio, and all of their
men deployed to Vietnam following the Tet Of- vehicles and worldly goods westward to Fort
fensive in 1968, the overall Guard contribution to Wayne, Indiana, while the neighbors in Cleve-
the war was small, because of a political decision land, a few miles north, think they are still at
made by the Johnson administration to downplay home."
the ongoing war. Guard Engineers breached the Iraqi defenses

By relying on the draft, rather than the Guard Photo courtesy of NGB Historical Services and built supply roads for the advancing mecha-
and Reserve, only individual families (instead of nized forces. Guard medical units evacuated and
entire communities) were affected by the war. . ABLE FORCE - West Virginia Army Guard Sgt. Henry treated the injured -- friend and foe alike.
Following the war, Army leaders determined that Crawford, a member of the 146th Medical Company, treats Fortunately, not a single Army Grdmember
the best way to ensure public support in the future a wounded Iraqi soldier, Feb. 25, 1991. Fortbe amelcot asualy, t u 34d erbecame a combat casualty, though 34 died during
-- and also ensure that America would not be the course of the mobilization, mostly as a result
involved in another war that dragged on for years-- was Gulf, both U.S. and coalition, to protect Saudi Arabia of traffic accidents.
to rely on the reserves. Thus, the "Total Force" policy from Iraqi attack. Saddam would not budge from Ku- The homecoming was a spectacular affair. Streets
was born. wait, insisting it was Iraq's "19th Province" Stories of lined with flag-waving well-wishers and yellow ribbons

In 1990, almost 20 years after the Total Force policy atrocities inflicted by upon Kuwaiti civilians angered the greeted Guardsmen across America. It was particularly
was introduced, the Army Guard was 456,000 soldiers rest of the world, and UNpressure mounted on Iraq in the emotional for those who also served in Vietnam. They
strong, and contained 46 percent of the combat, 32 form of trade embargoes and demands that it withdraw sensed, as did President Bush, that "the specter of Viet-percent of the combat support, and 26 percent of the from Kuwait. nam has been buried forever in the desert sands of the
combat service support forces in the Army. On Nov. 8, President Bush announced that he was Arabian Peninsula."

Many Guardsmen noticed the change from the Guard doubling U.S. forces in the Gulf. On Nov. 29, the UN With an astonishing 97 percent of Army Guard units
of the late 1970s and early 1980s. Realistic field training Security Council passed Resolution 678, demanding meeting theArmy's mobilization criteriaonthe day they
and increased schooling opportunities made for a more Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait by Jan. 15, 1991. The were called up, Desert Storm validated once and for all
professional force, while many of the practices that pace of call-ups increased as it became clear that U.S. the Total Force policy.
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