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I "The conditions are as bad or worsg

[] 'The conditions are as thantheywereint1910."saidFredNaehr
I spokesman for Montana's Disasterad

bad or worse than they Emergency Services. "We arelooking
a m states on Aug. 7. The 3.9 million

an area larger than Connecticut woie

By MSgt. Bob Hlaskell had been scorched across the nation had

and SFC Eric Wedeking easily surpassed the 10-year average of 2
National Guard Bureau million burned acres for that time of year,

reported the National Interagency Fire

A rmed with shovels, yellow Center in Boise, Idaho.
hardhats and fire-resistantack- "We've been out for two weeks, and

1 kets, National Guard troops from there's no end in sight," said California
severalwesterstatesmarchedoffto1help CW 4 Don Knutson a 3rd Battalion

battle thenation's worse wildfires in more 140th Aviation Chinookpilot out of Stock-

than a decade. ton. He then lifted off with a 1300-gallon

From Montana to Californias where Bambi bucket to douse hotspots near the

black helicopters have been
painted with hot-pink racing

stripes to make them easier to
seed smoky, mountainouster-

han. Army and Air Guard
troops who live out West have
once again returned to fight-
ing wildfires during the sum-
met. It is a sort of cottage in-
dustry for civilian pilots who
also fly aircraft that can haul
water and chemical retardant.

There's a lot more of that
work this summer because the
fires began burning at a record
pace about a month early and

because the two hottest and
driestmonthsAugust and Sep- Photo by SSgt Jack Holt
tember, have just begun. It is FIRE BRIGADE -- Montana Army Guard
said to be the summer of the SFC Eddy White (above) leads a fire crew
perfect storm for wildfires. off the line. A California Guard Chinook

By August's second week
nearly 1,000 Army Guard sol- ght) gets water to dump on a forest fire.

diers and more than 200 Air
Guardmembers were reinforcing ex- Sequoia National Forest at the southern

hausted civilian firefighters and federal end of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.

and state resources with shovels and heli- Nearly 73,000 acres of that forest had

copters and six C-130 chemical dispers- been ravaged.
ing planes in 10 states. Nearly 500 were
on duty in Montana. E See WILDFIRES, page 5

Photo by SFC Eric Wedeking



a COMMINTAIT
m R e a d e r s R e t u r n F i r e

understand our life and realize that not National Guard an apology. If there areall of us do those kinds of things. recruiters out there who attempt toGUARD MAIL The larger part of the recruiting force recruit people through false pretenses,makes it by hard work, integrity and they will not be recruiters very long.Good Neighbor honesty. We are out there every single Honesty provides longevity in thisG day fighting for our respect, and the job.Ifound Canadian Gordon Sinclair's future of the National Guard ... And SFC David Novakcommentary about America being 'the then to see someone in our own paper Pennsylvania National GuardGood Neighbor' a refreshing change of disrespect us. How am I to take that?
pace; particularly since he's not an You should not degrade us. How Editor's Note: We sincerely apolo-American. about just saying thank you. gize to those recruiters offended by theI am, like Mr. Sinclair, unaccustomed SSgt. Jeffrey V. White suggestion that those in their businessto positive commentary from any quar- Illinois National Guard would attempt to enlist a seal into thatter of the global press where the United elite Naval unit.States is concerned. Of course, what Sealing the Deal
could be expected when our own presi-
dent apologizes to foreign governments I am writing in response to the June Reclaiming Carsonwith regularity for our successes. The 'Guardtoons,' I have been an Army A short comment regarding a Ne-

l self deprecating, apologist, stance em- National Guard recruiter for the past 10 braskans claim that Johnny Carsonbraced by the current administration years. I found the cartoon very offen- hailed from the Cornhusker State.only lends credence to those who would sive. The writer should not take everyplh detract from all the good that America I am sure that somewhere there are article to heart in regard to Johnnyrepresents. recruiters who would stoop to this kind Carson being from Nebraska. Although
Thank you Mr. Sinclair. of recruiting tactic -- enlisting a seal Johnny Carson was raised in Norfolk,

Michael Phillips into the Navy S.E.A.L.S. Neb., he was born in Coming, Iowa.
St. Charles, Ill. However, in my tenure, I have never So technically speaking, Johnny Carson

seen this happen. Most, if not all of my is from Iowa.Recruiting Support counterparts that I have worked with or James Hayworthcome in contact with from various 
Iowa National Guard.. have just saw your cartoon in The tato "o st.On Guard. I do not quite understand way. We take pride in'th'fact that we .

the point that you are trying to make are up front and honest with our sol-
with it. I have been a field recruiter for diers.three years, and have never pulled a This cartoon does not shed a good LEIERS PoLIcY:stunt like what you are showing ... a light on our profession. It is a smear to
Guard recruiter attempting to enlist a those of us who take our jobs seriously. 'Letters to the Editor' are subjectseal into the Navy S.E.A.L.S. L am proud of the fact that I have been to editing for space and style con-Have you ever been a recruiter? given the responsibility to shape the siderations.Have you ever asked a recruiter what it face of the future for the Army National FAX your letters to DSN 327-is like to be a recruiter? I think if you Guard. 3686 or (703) 607-3686ask anyone in the recruiting command The On Guard and the cartoonist owe e-mail address is:what we go through, then you might all of the professional recruiters for the malthanerj@ngb.ang.af.mil
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kIN THE NEWS
* Twister Assisters * Armory Additions * Degree Deals

Minnesotans restore calm after tornado
* Twister Assisters: Nearly 150
soldiers called up to help prevent 

.
looting, clean-up Granite Falls

By Spc. Anna Lewicki
Minnesota National Guard

hortly after a tornado claimed a life and damaged
more than 350 homes in Granite Falls, Minn., 1st
Sgt. Lee Simmons, no stranger to disaster relief, Photo by Spc. Anna Lewicki .surveyed the sobering aftermath. CLEAN UP -- Sgt. Michael Hauth, a member of"It was really sad to see people standing in front of the Minnesota Army Guard's Company C, 682ndtheirhomes crying," said Simmons, the top enlisted man Engineer Battalion, loads fallen tree limbs into 1for the Redwood-based Company C, 682nd Engineer the back of a SEE vehicle.

Battalion. "They had lost everything.
"It was very gratifying to be able to help." "They were happy we were there again," he added.Simmons was one of nearly 150 Gopher State Army Working side-by-side with civilian volunteers, 682nd

- 2rd~ftd itB~gd ng diin~tf~wSmaffExcavation Equipibent>34th Military Police Company called-up by Gov. Jesse vehicles to haul the branches and other debris.Ventura to provide security, traffic control and clean-up "When we first got there I could see things like check-debris, after a funnel cloud touched down shortly after 6 books, insurance forms, bank statements and tax permitsp.m., July 18, damaging a 40-block area. scattered across town. Insulation was everywhere,' re-"We got there about three hours after it happened," ported the 682nd's Sgt. Andrew Nielsen. "You could seeSimmons said. "The community was very gracious how everything had been turned upside down."when we showed up, especially the emergency disaster Those outside the clean-up area peered through therelief folks. They remembered the flood of '97 when the military police barricades to see if their houses were stillNational Guard played a huge part in helping the com- SDmunity. • See TORNADO, Page 4

Full-time manning beefed up at Army Guard armories
By MSgt. Bob Haskell Senate's National Guard Caucus with Guard director, has frequently ex-National Guard Bureau Missouri Sen. Christopher Bond. pressed concern that the Army Guard 

*
Bothendorsedtheamendmentthat does not have enough full-time, ac-ore Army National Guard would allocate $38 million to pro- tive-duty soldiers to keep all of the

armories across America vide an additional 526 Active Guard nation's armories open every day.will be open for business and Reserve soldiers and 771 techni- The amendment, according to theevery working day and will be better cians to the Army Guard's full-time senators' letter, will reinforce thestaffed after the 2001 defense autho- staff. Army Guard's efforts to achieve arization bill is signed into law now "The hard-working men and totalfull-timeforceof23,500Active.
that the U.S. Senate has accepted an women of our National Guard who Guard and Reserve soldiers and .amendment to beef up full-time run our armories and support and 25,500 technicians. . Vmanning. train members of the Guard are criti- "The families of these full-timeNevada Sen. Richard Bryan de- caltooverallunitreadiness and qual- employees will be experiencing lesslivered the news of the amendment's ity of life," they stated in a recent stress because of the tremendous 1:5success to delighted National Guard letter to Senate colleagues. work load that would be occurring inleaders recently during a Twilight "The increased operating tempo those facilities," retired Maj. Gen.Tattoo reception at the Fort McNair of recent years, coupled with in- Richard Alexander, executive direc-Officers Club in Washington, D.C. creased reliance on the Guard, is tor of the National Guard Associa-"That amendment is going to be having a debilitating affect on mo- tion of the United States, told Bryan.accepted on the Department of De- rale and unit readiness," the letter "The readiness will be improvedfenseAuthorizationBill which [Vir- added. "Support for full-time man- tremendously because of your ef-ginia] Sen. [John] Warner is ning sends the strong and unequivo- forts in placing us on an upwardshepherding through the Senate this cal message that readiness remains a ramp in the area of full-time man- wvery evening," Bryan promised. top priority." ning in our armories," Alexander 

-
Bryan is co-chairman of the Maj. Gen. Roger Schultz, Army added.
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TORNADO Academy unveils statue amid change
S1By MSgt. Bob Haskell silent sentinel that now looks across the 'This statue is famous because itrepre-

National Guard Bureau education center's campus from a pedes- sents the original militiamen who first
tal next to the administration building. raised the call forliberty atLexington andstanding amidst the rubble. he guest of honor did not have to "It is enduring as a symbol because of Concord," Burris observed. "It is a heroicIn one of the neighborhoods I say a word because many others the National Guard people it represents" sculpture, for it is an ordinary subject, a

that had been evacuated, the ' said lots of good things about the stated Brig. Gen. Paul Kimmel, the common citizen, about totakeonaheroic
Dinesenfamilyoffive sathuddled Minuteman, the symbol of the National 107,000-member Air Guard's chief oper- task.
on their porch. Guard and one of this country's enduring ating officer. "Foryourpartin the continuing struggle

They had returned home dur- military icons, in Knoxville, Tenn. "You have a heritage to live up to," he forfreedom; foryour sacrifice," he added,ingthenight,but 12-year-oldMatt A 6-foot Minuteman statue, resolutely told the NCO Academy graduates. "You "we dedicate this statue."
and his brother Ryan, 9, were grasping his musket and walking away have taken a sacred oath, and you have an Smith relinquished the flag as the NCO
home alone when the sirens had from his plow, was dedicated to all past obligation to lead. Those of us who wear Academy's commandant to Hafner dur-
sounded. and future Noncommissioned Officer the stars and the eagles understand one ing an emotional ceremony later in the

"Afterward, when I came out Academy graduates dur- morning and retired af-
of the basement and looked into ing a significant morn- ter serving in the Air
the back yard, I was horrified," ing at the I.G. Brown Air Force and Air Guard
Matt recalled. National Guard Training since December 1975.

The Dineson family was fortu- and Education Center. Smith joined the
nate. Aside from a few broken The center's NCO training and education
windows and shingles, their home Academy also got a new center's staff in Knox-
was intact. Surrounding them, commandant, CMSgt. ville in November1992however, was evidence of mass ArthurflafnerlIlL andbid and has directed the sat-
destruction. a tearful farewell to his ellite NCO course. She

"It's hard to feel lucky, or be predecessor, CMSgt. has been the comman-
happy, when some of our neigh- Jenny Smith, who retired dant since last Novem-
bors have nothing left," saidTerri after more than 24 years ber.
Dinesen, wiping her eyes. in uniform. Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell Hafner, a Vietnam

Many families in Granite Falls Michigan Air Guard ACADEMYADDITIONS--CMSgt.ArthurHafnerlll(left)recently veteran who originally
didn't have a home to return to. TSgt. Jeffrey Badalow became the Air Guard NCO Academy's commandant. The 6- joined the Army in

"It really hit us this morning became the 1,000th stu- foot Minuteman statue overlooks the center's campus. 1966, is the academy's
when we saw it," said Vern dent to graduate from the ninth commandant. He
Schewe as he stood on his lawn NCO Academy's satellite program that thing as we get older. The NCOs run the is 54. He joined the Tennessee Air Guard
staring at his living room. Only makes it possible for students to do most Air Force." in 1977 and won the academic achieve-
onewal, partially stnding, i-de 6fIhe oar-month program's courspwork . i .. ! I n
it throughthe storm. at their home units across the country fiberglass and cost $6,500. Itis a gift from NCO Academy'sresident course in 1982.

Schewe and his wife, Donna, thanks to a sophisticated satellite com- the Air Guard's NCO Academy Graduate Hafner has served at the Air Guard's
took shelter in their basement munications system. Association that raised the money from Readiness Center at Andrews AFB, Md.,
during the tornado. In all, 93 Air Guard and 12 Air Force private donations, explained a spokes- since March 1991, and was chief of the

"It sounded terrible. We could Reserve mid-level NCOs graduated from person for the center. Personnel andTrainingDirectorate's Edu-
hearglassbreaking, lumbercrack- the 15th class that has been taught via Col. Richard Burris, the training and cation Branch formore than seven years.
ing and the roof leaving. Then we satellite. It is the Air Force's first satel- education center's commander, thanked "I will do my best to live up to the
could hear the sides of the house lite-delivered professional military edu- the association for its gift to the Air Guard legacy forged at this academy by all of the
coming off," he said. cation course. installation that began training noncom- commandants from Chief Paul Lankford

In another area of town Todd The day, however, belonged to the missioned officers in July 1968 and that [the first commandant] to Chief Smith,"
Reishuswasinhisbasementwhen Minuteman, the education center's new has trained officers since 1971. Hafner promised.
his house was lifted off the foun-
dation and set back down again.

"You could just feel the suc-
tion in the house. It made my ears
pop," he said. "The noise was
worse than any train."

The sight of Minnesota Guard-
members at work, however,
sounded a return to a more serene
time. Their contributions, noted
Lt. Col. Gary Sigfrinius, director
of the state's military support,
were not lost on residents of Gran-
ite Falls.

"It was obvious the soldiers
were a huge help. I heard a num-
ber of people commenting on
that," Sigfrinius said. "One lady
brought out homemade cookies
and coffee and put it on the hood
of a 'Humvee' with a little note
that said, 'Thanks for coming.'

"That kind of reception," he
added, "makes it all worthwhile."
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Photo by SSgt. Jack Holt

mmrmro ON DUTY -Montana ArmyM
Guard Spc. Robert Hous-ton feels for a hotspot left

o~~ :by a wildfire in the Helena
National Forest.

"The idea isto dump the water and cautious about what they
from 50 feet at 50 knots for the do.
greatest effect," said Knutson. "It's hazardousbecause you're

Battalion officials said their operating at maximum gross
six utility Black Hawk helicop- weight all of the time," said
ters and four heavy-hauling Chi- Weatherhead, the 126th Medi-
nookshaddropped821,000gal- cal Company's aviation safety
Ions directly onto flames or in officer in Sacramento. "It's haz-
front of ground crews working ardous because you're operat-
eight major fires and many ing in the fire and smoke, be-
smaller blazes from the Oregon cause you're flying all the time c

border to south of Los Angeles. so you get fatigued, and because
Black Hawk crews carried there's somuchairtraffic around

660-gallon buckets and flew the fires.
hundreds of firefighters from "No one is shooting at you,
base camps to the edge of the but it's still a lot like combat,"
fires at altitudesupto9,300feet, added Weatherhead during his
said SFC J.J. Moore, who was third fire-fighting season. "Ev-
directing flight operations from cry fire has its moments."
the mountain resort town of Two hundred ground grunts E
Kernville. were pressed into mop-up duty

"The fires crawl up the side of in western Montana. They got
a ridge until they reach the crest, two days of rigorous training by
then they get a fresh source of U.S. Forest Service instructors =

oxygen and explode like an atFortlHarrisonnearHelenaand 1. M

atomicbomb," Moore marveled, joined a fire-fighting force of W
"They even produce a mush- 4,600.
room cloud." Other Guard soldiers set up

The number of acres burned base camps, transported equip-

and the tons of water and flame ment and supplies and helped
retardant flown into the domes- law enforcers control traffic in
tic combatmissions were almost the fire belt that stretches from
impossible to count. Canada to Mexico.

"It grows by the hour," said "It's been all right, but it's
Naeher. So does the National pretty treacherous on these
Guard's resolve, mountains with the loose rocks.

The force ranges from Viet- So you have to be careful," said

nam veterans such as a Califor- Montana's 1st Battalion, 163rd
nia CWO2 Randy Weatherhead, Infantry Spc. Brandon Garneau,
a Black Hawk pilot who flew while enduring choking smoke w 5 M

Hueys in Vietnam 30 years ago, and high heat and humidity in
to Spc. Paul Benedick, 26, a the Helena National Forest.
crew chief who wentinto Bosnia The dirty mop-up job involved strike team leader Matt Butler. saving our land and saving the medic whose infantry outfit had

withthefirstwaveofU.S. peace- snuffing outhotspots withshov- "They free up our regular state of Montana," praised Lt. recently finished its two weeks

keeping troops in December els and digging out smoldering firefighters to move on to other Gov. Judy Martz. of annual training.

1995. tree trunks to keep the fire from high priority fires," explained For most, it goes with the ter- Duty kept calling into August

Benedick was sworn in for his flaring up again. Naeher. "I find these National ritory of belonging to the Guard. of this hot wildfire summer.

second two-year hitch in the "The Guard's leadership and Guard troops to be highly ener- "It's abusy time of year at the "Guardmembers continue to

CaliformiaGuardonAug. 6while discipline were there from the gized, professional and a joy to ice cream plant where I work, call in to volunteer," said Mon-

on duty in Kernville, afew miles beginning, so they caught on work with." butmy employers said'Go ahead tana ArmyGuard Maj. Joe Fos-

from the Sequoia fire. pretty quickly to the fire-fight- "These are our neighbors go- and be safe.' I guess duty calls," ter. "The list is growing every

The aviators are both casual ing tactics," said Forest Service ing out there saving our lives, shrugged Spc. Wayne Hard, a hour."
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ROCKIN' the BOAT -- A
Navy aircraft director (left)
guides a Texas Army Guard
Black Hawk onto the deck
of the USS Constellation.
CWO5 Terry Kennemer
(opposite) inspects a Black
Hawk in Constellation's
hanger bay.

Texas Black Hawk crew director from Patuxent River

lands aboard the USS Naval Air Station, Md., said thatthe need for the JSHIP program
grew out of experiences in Haiti,

Constellation Grenada, Panama and Somalia.
One of JSHIP's goals, he said,

is to document lessons and make
them available to the war fightersFfor use in crisis situations.

"We had Air Force and Army
special operations helicoptersE L E G S.. . deployed from our ships in the
past," said Gary. "We found that
it was not as easy as just landing

SLon the ships. The Navy uses dif-
ferent equipment for refueling and
maintenance, different proce-
dures and lingo, and the UH-60Texas National Guard Black Hawk helicopters, for ex-
ample, were not designed for sea

lying military aircraft re- operations.
U quires high-octane confi- "Onc we sov"h ntrev

compatibility shortcomings, it
dence; a confidence that will become mucheasierforjointoutsiders sometimes mistake for

cockiness Evenamoug the close- services to go to sea and fight
fraternity of aviators who wage Fighting those battles demandswar from the sky, there's a subtle different kinds of aviation assets
rivalry. than the Navy possesses.But the one thing most pilots "There are not enough Navy
will admit, whether their wings helicopterstoperformiarge-scaleareioper Armv slver oaNavy old. i
are Amy silver or Navy gold, is combat assaults," said Col. Jamesthat it takes guts to land military Looney. the Texas National
aircraft on a heaving steel flight Guard's state aviation officer.
dec as it riehcenswvs Photos by SFC Brenda Benner Gur'steavtinofc.

deck as it rides the ocean's waves. "We are writing tactics to get allOnce the private domain of Navy and CWO3 Philippe A. Catoire, who evalu- provides all-inclusive procedures and of our modernized helicopters -- includ-Marine Corps aviators, the challenging ates joint operations training, said that training for both the embarking units and ing Apaches. Chinooks and, eventually,
world of aircraft carriers is rapidly be- missions are becoming more complex. the host ship's crew. Lessons learned will Comanches -- onto the smaller amphibi-coming an environmentArmy pilots must "Unified commands have multifaceted drive the rewriting of field manuals and ous carriers as well. That's the way we're
learn to negotiate. missions, not just Army, Navy or Air related publications concerning training going to get to the fight."Black Hawk pilots and crew members Force operations," Catoire said. "That and doctrine. Many Army aviators will eventually
from the Texas Army Guard recently means allforces mustbe capableof work- A major goal is to increase operational have aircraft carrier landing braggingexperienced first-hand the basics of car- ing together." readiness and operational flexibility rights, butuntilthen the CH-47 pilots andrierlandings andthe special challenges of But considering the enormous variety within joint service missions. crewmembers from the Texas Guard'slife aboard the USS Constellation during of high-tech military equipment, proce- Catoire, the JSHIP program's compat- Company G, 149thAviation, can claim to
a Joint Shipboard Helicopter Integration dures, tactics -- and branch-specific jar- ibility division chief, not only shares his be among the first.Process, or JSHIP, test off the coast of gon -- operational deficiencies are likely knowledge of shipboard operations with The Chinook crews experienced their
California. to exist. Army pilots and crews, but also encour- own JSHIP training off the Virginia coastThe Texas soldiers trained for two The Department of Defense is explor- ages feedback from everyone involved. aboard the USS Saipan last November.weeks under the guidance of Navy and ing a new approach to this challenge with "There are many unique dangers with SSgt. LisaWebb, acrew chieffor Com-Army aviators and program evaluators -- JSHIP. landing on a floating airport, especially pany A, 449th Aviation Battalion, said
and under the curious, watchful eyes of Created in the summer of 1998, the when it doesn't have normal airport rules she knows of few Army aviators who getthe carrier's crew. four-year-long Joint Test and Evaluation or procedures," he said. "Non-Navy pi- this kind of opportunity. Webb has twiceThe Guard soldiers "flew" simulators, Force program will study the inter- lots must also get accustomed to the se- the bragging rights -- she landed on anpracticed water-survival skills in a swim- operability of all branches of service as vere wind turbulence coming off these aircraft carrier years ago while flying
mingpool, andbecamecomfortableland- theyinteractwithnavaloperations.While superstructures -- it's difficult for even with the 228th Aviation Battalion ining on Constellation's moving target of a crews from across the active and reserve seasoned pilots to master." Panama.
deck -- even in darkness. components of allthe services arepartici- Catoire said one of JSHIP's goals is not "'I feel special, in a way, because we'reRecent U. S. joint and combined op- pating, Army Guard units are often more only to determine what it takes for an- paving a new road for joint services toerations, including those under the aus- likely to be available or in close geo- otherservice'saircrafttolandonavessel, work together," she said. "We're settingpices of the United Nations and NATO, graphical proximity for the tests. but also what it takes to maintain the the standards and modifying the way we
have demonstrated an increased depen- Theprogramevaluates safetyandcom- aircraft and conduct operations. operate aboard ships."
dency on U.S. Navy vessels, and Army patibility of helicopters with ships, and Cdr. Bret Gary, JSHIP's Navy deputy Webb guided the maintenance crews
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SEA SPRAY -- Texas Army
Guard SSgt. Lisa Webb, a Black
Hawk crew chief, cleans the
salt from the cockpit windows
prior to a mission.

through "blade-folding" procedures, in
which the rotor blades are repositioned,
overlapping one another over the tail of
the helicopter.

Unlike some Navy helicopters, which
have power-operated blade-folding ca-
pabilities, the BlackHawk's rotor assem-
blies must be partially disassembled.

Blade folding allows more helicopters
to fit in the tight confinesofcarrier decks
and hanger bays.

Earlier, the water-hazard-training por-

lion of the program provided a much
more intense learning experience. Dur-

ing the training, flight crewmembers were
suspended upside down in the training
pool while breathing from small bottles
of compressed air and exhaling through
their noses.

"I must have gotten six gallons Qf
water up My nose," said Capt. Robert
Gale, a Black Hawk pilot "It's impos-
sible to avoid it, Everythig else was
'cake' compared to the pool."

The grand finale is the "dunker," a
barrel-shaped mock-up of a helicopter
fuselage. In this training, crews are
strapped into the simulator, which is
dropped into the pool. Then they must 

M

wait -- as the fuselage rolls upside down
and sinks -- before executing theirevacu-

ation procedures.
The training difficulty is magnified 0

whenwearing blackoutgoggles to achieve . 't<

a "blind" evacuation.
"The water hazard training is an eye-

opener for everyone," Webb said. "It 
M

makes us think about how we'll react if

wehit the water. This training is critical."
ForCWO5 Terry Kennemer, the Texas

Army Guard's aviation safety and
standardization officer, the water-survival 4,

training -- required for shipboard opera- 

MgL

tions -- was a first.

"It's not easy," said Kennemer. "It

takes a lot of effort to jump off a tower
with 40 pounds of flight gear strapped to

us and swim the required 100 yards with
it. The gear itself doesn't float. This cer-
tainly builds our confidence."

According to Gary, the Texas aviators
adapted to the world of Navy aviation

very quickly.
"I see no difference between the Na-

tional Guard units and the regular Army
units we've trained with," he said. "They

proved they could operate in this new and
challenging environment."
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Airmen from an Illinois Air Guard airlift wing deployed to

Fort Irwin, Calif., to provide Army infantrymen air support

His tactical air control party included
SrA Jose Acevedo, Jake Frazier and Chris
Gosch. All three are college students.
South Carolina Army Guard Sgt. Steve

Legette, a high school football coach,
drove the armored personnel carrier.

Air Guard Capt. Mark Chapman was
the liaison officer working with the infan-
try battalion's command staff.

The mission involved driving to high

points as close as possible to the targets
By MSgt. Bob Haskell and talking to the fighter pilots on radios AW CarolinaA y Gt~td
National Guard Bureau mounted in the tracked vehicle. sidie (abV0) t n fom

"We don't go to the highest point, be- .is ...t.. ..i.-!9dI

T" he noncommissioned officer wear- cause we don't want the enemy to see us," (tghtl "a i 4 a iradio
ing helmet and goggles and stand- Salander explained. "We look for a place ......tl o.. .lt

,T ing in the command turret beside a where we can hide and still see the targets .....
.50-calibermachinegunlookedvery much and watch the fighters."
the soldier as an armored personnel car- The Air Guard squadron gets lots of Ni sahN5O u
tier bounced across the Mojave Desert. practice, Salander said, because it sup-

But the stripes on his camouflage sleeve ports Army Guard infantry brigades based. . .

gave him away. They were Air Force in South Carolina, New York and Indiana -b-- n-
blue. and an armored cavalry regiment in Ten-

MSgt. Steve Salander, 32, was not one nessee. It has recently added two Special ......

of the Army National Guard soldiers un- Forces groups to its clientele. Ng
dergoing 10 tough days of combat train- Team deployments to the Balkans are
ing with South Carolina's 218th Mecha- not uncommon. Members of the 169th
nized Infantry Brigade at the
Army's National Training
Center toward Ie Mexico end
--the oven-hot enA~ of Cali-S
fornia.

Salander lived in the desert r s I p
for all 10 days because of his Pdt
full-time job with the Air Na- .. .o. ... ,-
tional Guard. «Mb r% o iiEs t thas, s
He hangs out with Army f hehasib

Guard infantry outfits quite a AayR
lot as a team chief with the sd,
Illinois Air Guard's 169th Air ejt,?At bn dh
Support Operations Squadron Gie
in Peoria. Close air support is h
the 14-year Air Guard vet- n. ..i.ea

eran's andthesquadron'sbusi- Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell .... . ... .o .w

ness. HELP from BELOW -- Illinois Air Guard Bali aeste
Salander's team of five en- MSgr. Steve Salander, a memberof a Peoria- t....en Nt.. Gu

listed men had the job of di- based 182nd AirliftWing squadron, ensured R....t
recting low-flying Air Force Army infantry units got air support at the ..... tittet
F-16 jet fighters to enemy tar- National Training Center. .C....o ed
gets on the battlefield for the h Ied
1st Battalion, 118th Infantry, 'a earsf rntI
one of the South Carolina enhanced will spend three weeks in Bosnia next War (1ji:S666 J
brigade's maneuver units. summer, Salander said. ...s ....

"The job is to guide the fighters so they The squadron' s tactical controllers train w abass cbkoNm sadtp
get their bombs on target without hitting to direct the fire of attack helicopters, . ....t e
friendly forces," explained Salander. "It's field artillery and naval guns. Most of niwthe le-
interesting work." their work, however, is with jet fighters, dez S.Mf hryert le

It's also gritty grunt work that most Salander explained. .T t i...na

people do not associate with anyone af- Even though members of the 169th are s ten T-o- enu.W

filiated with the Air Force. Fighterpilots, not in the infantry, they have to use infan-r ti LakQ......a.
however, need eyes on the ground when try tactics to survive and do theirjob. And yef i..e. c

they go tactical. Who better, Salander they have to live with the infantry, hardly ..... .l ti 00, e ai

explained, than others in blue. a comfortable way of living. Odnfon day Tofilt h cOls
Twenty-two members of the Illinois However, they take it in good-natured g O tod01yswe a@

squadron were attached to the brigade for stride. i6d1: aJ fh
its three weeks of training at Fort Irwin, QuippedFrazier: "IjoinedtheAirForce
Salander explained, and they sent me to the Army."
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SPORTS
0 Nevada Knockout 0 Marksmen on Target

Gilbert scores KO in pro debut
EYEING VICTORY--U Three-time Champ: AlC Joey Gilbert (left),
amemberof the 152ndNevada airman impres- Aerial Port Flight and
three-time NCAA na-

sive in and out of ring tional boxing champ-
ion, gets readyto trade
blows with Mexico's
Miguel Lopez during

By AIC Timothy Glynn his professional box-
Nevada National Guard ing debut.A Nevada Air Guard transporta- yond the ring, said Nevada

tion apprentice took motivation, Air Guard MSgt. Dennis
dedication and discipline another Fournier, a recruiter with

step as he slugged his way to victory in his the 152nd Airlift Wing.
professional boxing debut. Foumier said Gilberthas

AIC Joseph S. "Joey" Gilbert, a three- been a one-man recruiting
lime NCAA national boxing champion force, coaxing seven of his
and member of the 152nd Aerial Port friends into enlisting. His
Flight, knocked out Mexico's Miguel powers of persuasion have
Lopez in the second round at Harrah's Photo by A1CTimothyGynn earned him other prizes,
Reno Resort. make it look like you didn't get caught," plaza, Gilbert took command. including gift certificates and days off.

"Everything felt different," said Gil- hesiid. "That firstroutidWajtfdld liu- ' -
bert, the 2000 Nevada Golden Gloves IOus. iiectedaboveLopez'sear,GCilbertworked the admiration of boxing aficionados and
champion, of his first pro fight. "You "I was told that I was favoring the right over his opponent on the red and blue theprospectof law school looming on the
have no idea what it feels like." hand, but that's just inexperience," he ropes. The match Was stopped at 2:47. horizon, Gilbert said he's feeling pretty

A graduate of the University ofNevada added. The fight was scheduled for four rounds. good about the future.
in Reno, Gilbert realized he was in for a Whenthesecondroundbegan, Gilbert's "He (Gilbert) just surprised me with As for proving he's a potential force in
battlewhenLopeztaggedhisbrokennose, first-timeprojitters tookaback seattohis that right hand," said Lopez of the shot the professional boxing ranks, Gilbert
an old battle wound that can only be ring generalship. With the roar of the that turned the tide. "One shot and every- simply smiled.
healed through surgery, in the first round. crowd behind him and shouts of encour- thing is boom." "Does this not show you that I have

"When you get caught, you have to agement from virtually every seat on the Gilbert's exceptional skills extend be- what it takes?"

......... ... ..... ... .. I ....i . U
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Photo by Sgt. Clinton WoodB ai BusHigh School experiencing just mary Leadership Development NO PAIN, NO GAIN-- Joe
hissecondGuardweekenddrill, Course. - ,Johnson grimaces to
said the rude awakening was a "Theyknowthedeal.'assured pumpoutanoctherpuish-up.

"'bi rus.'"Madsen, who admitted that heB ai .Bus"Yob ueaeuiaur, was yelled at a lot by drill set- allowed to talk or look atthi

he adedgeants when he attended basic "'drill sergeants." Or worse yet,

By .Sgt. Clinton Wood, Minnesota National Guardtringdil'"bos
t. er-dak hitytht's4:0am. o he nii- Gopher StateBTOC isdesigned After the initial wake up, the Such disciplintedidnot bother

teodrhittts43amtt u - forbasic training graduates who trainees participated in a physi- Robert Durham, a University of I

tiaedthewoldsof 5 yuts wre ockd, have not attended theiradvanced cal fitness session that included Minnesota in Duluth student.Atite, he ordsof65 ouhswer rckd. individual training (AfT), and a one-mile run and push ups. "If you do something wrong,

/ ]L That was about the time the newest members Guard delayed entry program They then stood aroom and uni- you've got to get punished,'" he

of the Minnesota Army Guard were introduced by "drill .,enlisiees who have not attended form inspection, said. "'It's got to be done."
boot camp. The training was* The trainees also were treated* Johnson, whose uniform

sergeants" to a three-day Basic Training Orientation hosted by members of 1st Bat- to four, 45-minute classes on looked like he was crawling in

Course (BTOC) at Camp Ripley in Little Falls, recently. talion, 194th Infantry and 2nd drdtlandceremony,basicinarks- the dirt for days, said the courseBattalion, 136th Infantry. manship, wear of uniform, mili- taught himna valuable lesson.

"There was~ some fear," re- can razzin'. Madsen. who fashionedaMa- tary customs, and an introduc- "You can't do anything with-

called SFC Dean Madsen. who Many of the recruits, of rineCorps-type"highandtight" tiontotheM1 AbramsTankand out teamwork," commented the

played the role as the senior drill course, shared a different per- haircut, noted that the course's M2 Bradley fighting vehicle, future infantryman.,

sergeant, of the initial wake up spective. William Anderson, a cadre (drill sergeants and sup-i Only during the classes were Anderson, who plans to be a

thatincludedthebangingoftrash Brainerd High School senior, port staff) included "good the students allowed to "relax,. welder~hadsomeadviceforoth-

cans and metal chairs. described the wakeup as "hard.'" NCOs" from the battalions or for they ran to and from each ers contemplating the course.

"'They got a good all-Ameri- Joe Johnson. asenior at Aitldin recent graduates fr'om the Pri- class. Naturally, they were not "Definitely go for it."he said.
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NMI1

BORDER BUCKEYES--
Spc. Nate Mazur (below)
screws in a bolt on a bridge
at Eagle Pass. A bridge part
(right) is lifted into place. Ohio
Guardmembers (far right) are
shown a popular spot where
illegals cross into the U.S.

Ohio engineers deploy to the Texas border to help agents

Heading 'em off at the Pass
By Sgt. J.R. Lewis agents, who often drive at high speeds in

Ohio National Guard off-road situations, and provided quicker
access to previously remote areas, nar-

he Texas/Mexico border. rowing the opportunity for transportation
of illegal drugs and immigrants along the

A vast, sprawling ex- 52-mile portion oftheborder coveredby
the Eagle Pass agents.

panse ofsandyhills, rues- The benefits for the Guardmembers
quite trees andemptines t--wer uyaL heprectprwded -----

change of pace from the traditional two

rises to maddening temperatures weeks at Camp Grayling, Mich., and al-
and sunsets strike chords ofbeauty, lowed the engineers to gethours of hands-
aon experience, while proving themselves

In this land of glaring sun and endless in one of the toughest climates imagin-

skies, the drug trade and flow of illegal able for construction work.

immigrantsreach staggeringproportions. "This training gets us away from the

Only the Border Patrol agents, a section same-old, same-old," said SSgt. Michael

of the U.S. Department of Immigration Hay, aplatoonsergeantwithCompanyC,
andNaturalization Service, standbetween 612thEngineerBattalion. "We'renot only

the U.S. and the tidal wave of crime that doing grunt-work, but learning and prac-

comes with drug and immigration prob- ticing engineer skills, heavy equipment
lems. operating and terrain scouting."

But when the agents at Eagle Pass, The importance of supporting a goal

Texas, found themselves being cut off key to our national leadership seemed to

from back-up. routes and high-traffic ar- motivate the soldiers and carry them

eas by the rugged terrain near the Rio through the tough working climate.

Grandetheycalleduponagroupofengi- "This is a combat mission," said Sgt.

neers capable of handling the heat, pres- Todd Ryman, a squad leader from Com-

sure and natural elements the area had to pany C. "Instead of tanks and humvees,

offer ... the Ohio National Guard. we've got Border Patrol agents crossing

Soldiers from the 16th Engineer Bri- our bridges."
gade rotated in and out of the base camp The intensity of the mission was not

at Maverick County International Air- lost on the agents like Christopher Rose.

port, just outside of Eagle Pass, for two "It really gets me right here," he said,

months recently as part of Task Force raising a hand to his chest. "To think that

Buckeye, a wide-ranging project aimed my response time in helping a fellow

at improving the response time and on- agent in trouble will be cut to fractions by

the-job safety of Border Patrol agents. this work.
The engineers worked on five projects "It is something that I cannot find the

in support of the Border Patrol: a patrol words to describe," he added.

road upgrade; a station gap bridge; a Althoughtheheatwas aconcermforthe

water reservoir crossing; a bridge near a Guard engineers, properprecautions kept

golf course frequently used as an escape the mission rolling on.
route for illegal immigrants; and an up- "It's miserable, but we can deal with

grade to aroad near Laredo, which lies far it," said Spc. Gary Gerber. "It makes me

to the south of Eagle Pass. feel good that what we are doing here can

The projects made the driving safer for actually save lives."

Photos by PFC Haraz N. Ghanbari
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STATES.Sooner Success . Partnered for Peace . Joyous in Jersey

OKLAHOMA NORTH CAROLINA
Soldiers with the 45th Infantry N1 Ntii Ei 8 011 TlA Tarheel State Army National

Brigade played the ultimate video Guard engineers deployed to
game after participating in War .. ... n Staseni, Moldova recently, for
Fighter, the Army's Brigade Corn- Exercise Cornerstone 00-1, a com-
mand Training Program or BCTP. bined engineering exercise with

In development for more than 10 soldiers from the Moldova armed
years, the program incorporates inz forces.
computer-based wargaming and The exercise was conducted as
infantry tactical planning. part of the Partnership for Peace

The Sooner State brigade has program and as part of the State
warred against the BCTP twice in Partnership Program between
the past year, the most recent exer- North Carolina and Moldova.
cise was held from July 21-23 at The National Guard and
Camp Gruber. Moldova engineers reinforced their

Col. Glenn Scott, chief of staff M vertical construction skills and

for the 7th Infantry Division at small engineer unit skills, con-
Fort Carson, Colo., said the exer- structing a medical clinic and con-

cise allowed active and Guard ducting small unit training exer-
soldiers to work on tactics. He also cises.
saw other advantages The clinic will provide a basic

"This BCTP exercise has al- level of medical care for more than
lowed the 45th Infantry Brigade to 640 children, ranging from infants

deploy all of its battle systems to teenagers.
without actually putting men and :S~v This exercise was the first ever

machines in the field," he ex- conducted in the Republic of
plained, "and the 45th has done ld tE se e -f -

exceptionally well throughout the nerstone exercise conducted in

exercise." Europe. Previous Cornerstone

The "One Army" concept is a r exercises were conducted in Alba-

top priority of Gen. Eric Shinseki, nia, Romania, the Republic of

the U.S. Army Chief of Staff, who Georgia, Bulgaria, Latvia and

visited Camp Gruber the final day ceons

of the exercise. Cornerstone exercises are de-

"The days of an active Army and sign to enhance regional stability

a reserve Army have come to an by employing U.S. reserve compo-

end," he said. "This has been made tp4Ii20= nent and active duty forces in com-4=1 bined engineering construction
clear by our increasing reliance on bion iee arin orco
reserve troops for oversees mis- a operations with the armed forces of

ml r jp n -host nations.
JUI . _-' m f

sions such as Bosnia." 
hs natons

In the largest civil deployment of Guard troops able to do so safely, quickly and with few glitches.
since Hurricane Floyd last September, more than The operation also marked the debut of the New
400 soldiers, airmen and sailors from the Garden Jersey Naval Militia in support of civil-military
State National Guard and the newly authorized New operations. Naval Militia medical professionals
Jersey Naval Militia provided support for the largest staffed an emergency hospital, sailors provided
gathering of sailing ships and modem warships in ground and maritime security, and senior personnel
history July 4. pulled shifts in the unified command post with

Camouflage uniforms and white billowing sails other state and federal agencies.
graced New York Harbor during OPSAIL 2000. According to Col. John Dwyer, state National
Operating from Liberty State Park in Jersey City, Guard spokesman, the Guardmembers provided
the task force provided medical treatment, security, direct support for more than 200,000 visitors.
water stations, crowd control and logistical support. "The Guard's presence at OPSAIL was corn-PhtbySg.MrOle

Planning for event began nearly a year ago, since pletely positive," he said. Photo by SSgt. Mark Olsen
the international parade of sailing vessels was pre- "The men and women of the New Jersey Na- HARBORING GOODWILL - Ships and
dicted to attract crowds of over one million. tional Guard task force gladly gave up their holiday boats converged in New York Harbor to

The preparation resulted in an event that went off to ensure that Independence Day was safe, enjoy- celebrate Independence Day. The New
without a single incident. Visitors came and saw the able, and trouble-free for those who came to wit- Jersey National Guard played a pivotal

ships, the concerts, the fireworks, and they were ness this historic 4th of July," he added. role in making the event pleasant.
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HISTORY
a Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

PS -

.... "Joe, yestiddy ya saved my life
an' I swore I'd pay ya back.

"Them buttons wuz shot off when Itookthis town, sir." "I got a hangover. Does it show?" Here's my last pair of dry socks."

-Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Bill 45th Division. Cartooning jobs were 1 madeMauldin's "reality-based" work so
scarce, so Mauldin signed up to be a S: good. It was not long before he came to

-dsman, captured life truck driver. He wound up drawing H the attention of the Rolls-Royce of mili-
again, however, when the division Z taryjournalism, the newspaper Stars and

for the World War II G.I. started its own newspaper. Stripes, which had a distribution in the
Partly to get material for his work, hundreds of thousands in the Mediterra-

Mauldin transferred to Company K, nean Theater alone.

18hInfantry, an Olahoma unit like .Stars and Stripes began to run selected
most of the 45th. Mauldin's drawings Mauldin cartoons, but there was resis-

chronicled the "Thunderbirds" part in tance to transferring him to the regular

the Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941, and, a, staff. Many officersconsideredMauldin's

after AmericaenteredWWl, their ship- i work not only offensive, but downright

ment to North Africa. subversive. Others ofhighrankdisagreed,

The characters of Willie and Joe however, and their case was bolstered

evolved into their final form when the when Life magazine ran a feature on

45thInfantry Division enteredcombat Mauldin' s work.
icil HinL July 1943 1943It was hard to argue with such visible

Willie, probably based on a Native- __ success, and early in 1944, Bill Mauldin

ay the words "Willie and Joe" to any World War American Guardsman who had be- began dawing a daily strip for Stars and

II veteran and from most, you will get a two-word friended Mauldin when he transferred Stripes called "Up Front." He was al-

response: "Bill Mauldin." to the infantry and who was later killed in action, was the lowed to retain the rights to his work, and the series was

Mauldin, the cartoonist who created the renowned wise-cracking cynic. picked up by a press syndicate, eventually running in

strip that detailed the travails of infantrymen Willie and The snub-nosed Joe usually played the straight man, hundreds of civilian newspapers in the U.S.

Joe,. often depicted his featured characters in situations but he too could toss off the one-liners, as when he told WhenWorld WarlIended, Mauldinhad won aPulitzer

common to fighting men: dirty, sloppy, and unshaven; the company medic: "Yer dern tootin' my sniffles is prize for journalism, and his book Up Front, a brief

frequently wet and/or cold; and often harassed by petty serious -- I been drawin' mortar fire." narrative built around his cartoons, made the best-seller

regulations and the officers and military police who Together, Willie, Joe and the rest of their company (for list. He continued to work as an editorial cartoonist,

enforced them. Mauldin's work was not limited just to the two riflemen) winning another PulitzerPrize in 1959. Now retired with

Gen. George Patton hated Willie and Joe, calling them went through the war, from Sicily to Salerno, and up the homes in Arizona, Florida and California, his great

"those godawful things you call soldiers" during a meet- Italian mainland. World War II cartoons are still in print.

ing withMauldin. Butto themillions of GIs who eagerly By this time, Mauldin was no longer in the infantry; he In 1977, Bill Mauldin returned Willie and Joe to

awaited each day's new cartoon, Willie and Joe repre- had been transferred to headquarters to work full-time on Oklahoma when he soldhis original drawings to the 45th

sented every man in uniform. the paper. Although he still returned to the front lines to Infantry Division Association for a fraction of their

Interestingly, the two were Guardsmen. gather ideas, he did not return to Company K. The worth. The Oklahoma state legislature appropriated

In 1940, 19-year-old Bill Mauldin hadjust returned to Guardsmen he had served with in 1940-41 were being money to build an addition to the 45th Infantry Division

Phoenix, Ariz., from art school, when a high-school killed, and as Mauldin later wrote, "It's easier to see this Museum to house the collection. Each year thousands of

friend convinced him to join Arizona's about-to-be- happen to strangers rather than your old friends." visitors stop to laugh at the timeless humor of Willie and

Federalized 120th Quartermaster Regiment, part of the The fact that he had once been an infantryman is what Joe, and to honor the men who fought with them.
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ITRAINING

IC~i .....

Photos by SSgt Bob Jordan

North Carolinians are ready READY to GO
North Carolina

to make history in Bosnia infantrymen
(above) race

into baffle at
Fort Stewart.
Tarheel StateKeeping the troops prac-
tice crowd
control as part
of their up-~coming peace-
keeping mis-PEACE Ision in Bosnia.

By Maj. Robert Jones "Selfless service to the state and nation the units mobilized July 18. Since that
North Carolina National Guard is nothing new for our citizen-soldiers," time, they have been at Fort Stewart, Ga.,

said Maj. Gen. Gerald Rudisill, North where they have conducted soldier-readi-T wo units from the North Carolina Carolina adjutant general "This is an- ness, processing, gunnery and mission-
Army Guard are preparing to be other excellent opportunity for our units rehearsal exercises.
the first Guard mechanized infan- to demonstrate that we can perform these Deploying to Bosnia is nothing new

try and armored companies to serve in missions along side our active duty coun- for the Tarheel State Guardmembers.
Bosnia. terparts." Nearly 1,100 Army and Air Guard troops

Tarheel State soldiers with Company They will bejoined in Bosnia by a light have deployed to Europe and the former
A, 1stBattalion, 120th Infantry and Com- infantry company from the Oklahoma Yugoslavia as part of the NATO Stabili-
pany B, 1st Battalion, 252nd Armor will Army National Guard's 45th Infantry Bri- zation Force.
deploy to the Balkans in October. gade. These are the first Army Guard While the Army recently announced a

EYE ON BOSNIA -- A soldier with The two companies from the 39th combatunitstodeploytotheregionsince new policy to reduce deployments of
the North Carolina Army Guard Heavy Separate Brigade will send 196 a Virginia rifle company went to Croatia active and reserve-component personnel
gazes at the enemy during training Guardmembers to Task Force Eagle in in 1997. to 179 days, the Bosnia-bound units will
at Fort Stewart, Ga. Tuzla, Bosnia. To meet pre-deployment requirements be on active duty for a total of 295.
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