
A I TH NEW OPRTO CONESTN

Air Guard declares war on recruitingJ
Toward that end, the Air Guard is pre-U Meeting end strength paring a $13 million advertising cam-

paign and is reinforcing its recruiting andis singly ourgreatestneed retention staffs across the cour to

an tour highestpririity' people between 17 ad 23 to sign up. Itis
making a concerted effort to keep en-
listed people and officers in uniform.By MSgt. Bob Haskell It is also making recruiting and reten-

National Guard Bureau tion everybody's business.
"Recruiting and retaining qualityS ome people would call it beating people need to become an integral part of

the bushes. Others are calling it the mission with officers and noncom-
going to war, missioned officers alike," Weaver

That's what members of the Air Na- stressed.
tional Guard are being urged to do to Achieving and maintaining full strength
bring 2,500 men and women into the fold is critical, personnel officials havepointed
by Sept. 30. The goal is to
reach its full, authorized
strength of 106,678 people
by the end of this fiscal
year.

"We're declaring all-out
waron personnel shortages
and taking no prisoners,"
Maj. Gen. Paul Weaver Jr.,
the Air National Guard's
director, told 275 of the
nation's Air Guard leaders
during a recruiting and re-
tention conference at
Andrews Air Force Base,
Md. Photo by SMSgt. Bill Nicoletti"Meeting end strength is RECRUITING EFFORT -- California Air Guard
singly our greatest needand Col. 'Putt' Richards, 163rd Air Refueling Wingour highest priority," commander, spent his lunch hour recently
Weaver urged wing and speaking to students at Redlands High School.detachment commanders 'If we can educate even one of them on theand command chief master opportunities we have in the Guard, I feel it is
sergeants, theleadersofthe worth it," he said.
enlisted force, at the Offic-
ers Club. out, because the Air Guard will be autho-"Both the active and reserve compo- rized another 1,300 people due to pro-
nents are facing our greatest recruiting grammed growth in 2001.
and retention challenges in recent years. "Ourunits are being tasked very heavily
Recruiting productivity is on a decline today, so it's critical that we have enough
while attrition rates are increasing," added people with the right skills," explained
Weaver into his third year as Air Guard
director. U See RECRUITING, page 11
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members and two crew chiefs stayed of Guardmembers that meet the stan-
GUARD MAIL with this aircraft for nearly a week, dards versus those who do not.

spending the holiday away from their MSgt. Bryan J. Bell
families in a country that had been Arizona National Guard
devastated.Taking Offensedeated

The 105th airmen worked 24-hour
I am writing to respond to the letter shifts, and only showered and. slept in a Low Light?

a major sent regarding her offense over real bed every other day. I recently read one of your articles
your January issue. Despite being stranded during the about the performance of the District of

1, like the major, am also completing holiday, these New York Air Guard- Columbia National Guard in conjuntion

a 22-year career in the National Guard. members displayed exceptional pride with the demonstrations in Washington
I also saw the January issue, but did not and honor in assisting a nation during D.C.
get the same impression that she did, or its time of uncertainty, while making The article deemed the performance
draw the same conclusions. It seems the best of a difficult situation. as "one of the National Guard's finest

almost impossible to publish anything SSgt. John Cronin hours on the domestic front." I would

that does not offend someone. New York National Guard not call it one of our finest hours, un-

This new age of political correctness less you get a great feeling from being

threatens to extinguish all of our indi- Glos Eyed ready to beat the crap out of some dem-

vidual differences, and homogenize our onstrators?
society. I believe in equal opportunity I'm writing regarding the February Is it such a great thing to support a

for people of all races, religion and issue that featured a picture on your totally underpaid police force, while

gender, and have let this value serve as front page of an individual wearing taking jobs away from police officers

a guide throughout my career mirrored sunglasses while attending the that would have been hired if the Guard

I can only conclude that she has a Minnesota National Guard's winter weren't there?
chip on her shoulder and is out on a warfare school at Camp Ripley. The fact we were there as Guard-
witch hunt. Why do we do this to ourselves? We members is something that should be

Sgt. Scott A. Evans try so hard to ensure that our Guard- supported and reported, but not as one
New Mexico National Guard members, both Air and Army, follow of our "finest hours."

te roper dress and prsnal appear- Phillp S. Schwarzkopf

u~sarnru~hhs>ine? " f elwas

Your story of the Army Guard units Where do we draw the i? If I was................

assisting the people of Venezuela omit- the editor, and knew this individual was LEPERS Poicy:
ted a deed by an Air Guard unit that I out of uniform, it would have never

wish to bring to light, made it into the newspaper.
The 105th Airlift Wing, a C-5 unit As a Air National Guard first ser- 'Letters to the Editor' are subject

based in Newburgh, NY., was tasked geant, I try very hard to discourage the to editing for space and style con-

to deliver a Puerto Rico Army Guard wear of inappropriate eyewear. Mir- siderations.
water purification unit into Venezuela. rored sunglasses are prohibited in the FAX your letters to DSN 327-

After delivering it's cargo, the air- Air Guard, and I am sure it's the same 3686 or (703) 607-3686

craft had broken down and was unable in the Army Guard. e-mail address is:
to depart. Four 105th security force Let's focus on running photographs malthanerj@ngb.ang.af.mil

"Now you've done it, Private! You know the 'regs' against body piercing."
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iIN THE NEWS
* Vaccine Shortage ! Florida Fires * Franklin Mourned

d vaccine is available, we will expand
Some deploying troops aff ected almmeso teatv n

the program, ultimately vaccinatingSo edelyngtoosafetd all members of the active and re- AiNL B IF
serve force."

Defense officials maintained theyby anthrax vaccine shortage have enough vaccine to protect allof the people on the ground serving

in those theaters. However, thoseGuard WMD teams will continue to receive shots members of the Army andAirGuard
deploying to the area for less than 30By MSgt. Bob Haskell days will do so without the full complement of shots.

National Guard Bureau There is not a policy that says how many [shots] they
have to get, but once a person is assigned, we begin theirational Guard troops have bared an arm and shotprotocolsassoon as we can," said Marine Maj. Gen.

looked away from the needle nearly 109,000 Randy West, senior advisor to the Deputy Secretary of
. times while getting well over half of the anthrax Defense for Chemical and Biological Protection.
shots given to members of all seven Although the six shots are adminis-
reserve components during the first tered over 18 months, the first three
two years of the Defense Department's W shots are given during the first four
immunization program. weeks.

That was the shot record reported by Defense officials also indicated thatthe Pentagon when the program was those who have received two or moreslowed down during July's second of the six shots in the inoculation
week, because of a shortage of tested r * , *series would not have to start the pro-
and safe anthrax vaccine. Defense cess all over again. They will simply
Secretary William Cohen announced * resume the series when more vaccine
on July 10 that only those troops serv- is available.
ing in Southwest Asia and Korea for Guardmembers have already facedmore than 30 days will continue to be helt dlemaaytime sirceMay 19",
vaccinatedduring thenext fewtmonhs IAE when Cohen mandated that all of theuntil the supply is replenished. nation's military personnel be inocu-

One notable exception to the 30-day lated against anthrax, a biological
edict includes members of the Na- i * * weapon that is considered 99 percent
tional Guard Weapons of Mass De- lethal to unprotected, untreated indi-
struction teams. Cohen added that v viduals who inhale the spores.
WMD experts from California, Colo- All told, 31,419 Army and Air
rado, Georgia, Illinois, Massachusetts, Guardmembers have received 108,693
Missouri, New York, Pennsylvania, shots. That accounts for a large major-
Texas and Washington will continue their inoculations. ity of the 55,353 reserve component troops who have

"We will make every effort to continue vaccinating been inoculated 190,070 times.
those of you who are serving in the high-threat areas," By July, 24,716 members of the nation'sAir Guard had
Cohen promised the nation's 2.4 million service mem-
bers. "And as soon as a sufficient and safe supply of U See ANTHRAX, Page 4

Floridians fighting more than 4,000 wildfiresM ore than 300 Florida Na- ticipated that 40 more will
tional Guard troops have be trained upon the DOF's
been placed on active duty request.

to help the state's Division of For- Guardfirefighters work-
estry (DOF) combat wildfires that ing ground missions have
continue to burn. "mopped up" more than

According to Florida National 60 fires in the four fire
Guard officials, the main effort re- districts.
mains mopping up fires located in The state's air firefight-
the Suwanne, Jacksonville, Lake- ing effort has been served
land and Withlacoochee fire districts, by several helicoptercrews Photo by Spc. Thomas Kielbassawhere new fires were reported. fromCompanyD, lstBat- MOP UP -- Florida National Guard

Guard men and women have been talion, 171st Aviation, firefighters hose down a hotspotwhere
used for ground and air firefighting based in Lakeland. The a dry marshland area had caught fire.
missions, where more than 4,000 crews -- logging over 340
fires have burned an estimated flight hours -- have dropped in ex- National Guard and the Division of
140,000 acres statewide. cess of 2.5 million gallons of water Forestry have saved nearly 1,100

Almost half the soldiers on duty on more than 40 fires. homes and numerous other struc-
are trained firefighters and it is an- Thecombinedefforts of theFlorida tres.
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Ecuador school named for fallen major
IN THE NEWS By Lt. Col. Phil Miller

Kentucky National Guard

ANTH AX It has been nearly two years since
ANTHRAXeoooyslc

Kentucky Army Guard Maj. Robert
*MZ l _el Hacker died in Ecuador. However,

one look into the eyes of the children who
attend the school in Esmeraldas that bearseeed at least one anthrax his name, and you know his spirit lives.

vaccination and 22.084 had beenA An 18-year veteran of the Guard,
gven three shots. In all, 86,222 Hacker was in charge of operations for a
shots had been administered to humanitarian relief mission when he died
Air Guard personnel. in a vehicle accident on July 8, 1998, just

More Air Guard people have three days before he was to returnhome to
gotten the anthrax shots than his wife and young son.
members of the six other re- Hacker's assignment had been to directserve com ponents because of f aie r s s gn e t a b n od e t

the work of more than 1,300 U.S. soldiers
their deployments to Southwest and airmen participating in a Photos by Lt. Col. Phil Miller
Asia. five-month effort in the im- tion of "Escuela Robert S. FITTING LEGACY -- Children of

That region and Korea are poverished coastal province, Hacker." Ecuador's Palmar barrio sit at the
considered the most likely to be building schools and clinics Situated near the Pacific new desks and chairs purchased
attacked by anthrax-carrying and providing medical care. Ocean on Ecuador's north for them through the Robert S.
weapons produced by rogue Shortly after his death, coast, Palmar barrio is a maze Hacker (inset) Memorial Fund.
governments or terrorists. Hacker's family and friends of ramshacklewood and con-

A total of 22,471 shots had established a memorial fund crete blockbuildings. Deeply- of children and their hopes for the future,been given to Army Guard sol- that collected nearly $4,000 rutted dirt roads narrow to less, is a symbol of his legacy."
diers, according to a July 5 re- to purchase school supplies tan a vehicle's width in ome School principalXiomara Angulo, her
port that indicated 6,703 citi- to further aid the children places, providing a thorough- voice breaking with emotion, repeatedly
zen-soldiers had received their Hacker had traveled to Ecuador to help. fare for the scores of adults and barefoot told the Kentucky delegation, "Mil
first shots and that 5.385 had The U.S. Embassy in Quito also got children who ive there. Gracias! Mil gracias!" (athousandthank-
gotten three shots, involved, with Cultural Affairs Attache A crowd of 200 parents, students and yous) for the gift of badly needed schoolIn all, 455,378 active and re- Susan Crystal working with Peace Corps Ecuadorianntilitary gathered atthe school, supplies. She also accepted from Grovesserve troops had taken at least volunteer Julie Smithwick in Esmeraldas where three buildings house 65 students a U.S. flag and a framed photograph ofone anthrax shot in the arm, and vouteJueSihwcinEmalsoe anthrax sho int m tomd a school in e in grades one through six. Hacker to place on the wall of the school.

"'We believe the program is a a e diffic e a nrgv~c : xoryforheathad lte difficulty identifying a needy deleg a n enuk
resounding victory for health school in the city's poverty-stricken El describedIacker, whom none of the E0- Aica 37t ars magsoe pletea. tuk

resondig vhm nne o th EC ians with ani impassioned plea.
protection of the individual ser- NeuvoPalmarbarrio. ButSmithwickwent uadorians had ever met, but whose name 'Tell the people of your country how
vicemem ber saidaDefense a step further by working with local lead- is known throughout the barrio. much we thank them for their generos-Only 351 people--less th ers to have the school named for Hacker. "Today we comp.togethdr in the true ity," he began. "Tell them, 'thank you forOnly pe opl-have refused to Esmeraldas schoolofficialsagreed, and spirit of partnership that Robert Hacker the love your soldiers have shown our
one percent -- in April, a small delegation led by Ken- supported," Groves said. "More thanjust children and our country.'And above all,
take the shots and have been tucky AdjutantGeneral Russ Groves went a collecti of concrete blocks and text- tell them, 'thank you, thank you for Major
disciplined ortreleasedfrom ser- back to Ecuador for the official dedica- books, this school, filled with the voices Robert Hacker!"
vice, West told reporters. Just
848 people have reported ad-
verse reactions to the shots.

The Center for Disease Con-
trol has stated people do not
need to re-start the whole se-
ties, pointed out Dr. J. Jarrett
Clinton, first assistant to the
Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Health Affairs.

"Rather, you just pick up
where you were," Clinton said.
"'So, indeed, if anindividual had
two shots, didn't have access to
the third and waited six months,
then they would start [with] the
third and go right back on sched-
ule again."

"Of course," Secretary Cohen
stated, "the rest of our force
health protection package, such
as detectors in the field and full
supplies of antibiotics, are go-
ing to remain in place while we
await more vaccine."
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* Best in Blue: Marklevits, Gonzales, U Great in Green: Nelson, Wright, Frey,

Charity and Means Cruz, Komperud and Irizarry

By MSgt. Bob Haskell Two of the Guard soldiers who By MSgt. Bob Haskell "I tried to stay relaxed," ex-

National Guard Bureau work for her full-time traveled National Guard Bureau plained Nelson who was born in

to Washington as a sign of their Sioux Falls, S.D., and whojoined

eing a quality leader, a respect. he 26.2 miles that he ran the Ist Battalion, 147th Field

role modelforhertroops, The four Air Guard winners, in2hours, 38 seconds in Artillery with his younger

has long been high on including two veterans of the T WestPalmBeach, Fla., a brotherCraiginDecember 1995.

Lizdeth Means' list of priorities. active Air Force, are assignedto year ago May was one sign of "I wanted to do my best for

Now, she knows, the heat is on. units from Maryland to Wash- Jesse Nelson's resolve. South Dakota."

"A lot more people will be ington State. The three others Thatgavehimaseventh-place Doing their best is what the

looking tometobeagoodleader are: finish in the small-college, Na- six Army Guard soldiers, who

after all of this," the staff ser- * MSgt. Jim Markievits, tional Association of Intercolle- live and serve from Florida to

geant in the Arizona Air Na- Kansas, SeniorNCO of the Year: giate Athletics' national track Guam, are all about. Two of

tional Guard candidly observed He is the fuels compliance and -and field meet marathon during them are veterans of the 1990-

while visiting the Pentagon on environmental supervisorforthe his senior spring at South 91 Persian Gulf campaign.

June 14, Flag Day. 184th Bomb Wing's logistics Dakota's MountMarty College. "These arethe Anny National

Means came to Washington, squadron in Wichita. Qualifyingfor thatrace, along Guard's top soldiers and non-

D.C., during June's middle week Hejoined the active Air Force with his 3.5 grade point average, commissioned officers from the

with her husband Joe, who is in 1983, served in New Mexico secured Nelson's status as a United States' two continental

also an AirGuard staff sergeant, and Alaska, and was three-time Academic armies and from the Pacific re-

and 11-year-old daughter twice recognized as All-American and as gion for 2000. They have met

Melanie, because she is the Air airman of the month. one of this country's extremely rigorous standards

Guard's noncommissioned of- Marklevits joined the premier young citi- andhave been endorsedby many

ficer of the year. Kansas Air Guard in zen-soldiers. selection boards to achieve this

She also was in the company 1988, took a position Fact is, artillery honor," saidCSMJohnLeonard

of two other NCOs and one air- at Wisconsin's Volk Sgt Jesse Nelson is Jr., head of the Army National

man who have also been named Field Combat Readi- one of the Army Na- Guard's nearly 320,000 enlisted

the Air Guard's top enlisted ness Training Center tional Guard's six soldiers.

people for 2000. The foursome in 1993, and returned outstanding soldiers Leonard hosted the five men

gottheVIPtreatmentduringthe to the Kansas Air and noncommis- and one womanwho spentmuch

week that the National Guard Guard in 1996. sioned officers for of the June week learning about

sets aside each year to honor its m SMSgt. Richard 2000. He is the top National GuardpoliCies and vis-

premier people who wear the Gonzales, Washing- Guard soldier for the .,iting such landmarks as Arling-
premierS pepen 

":r aitri metery, theAi

stripes, -ton stat&4F &tu A Sace Musema, the

They were hailed as "twice geant of the Year: He is the First encompasses the 22 continental and Space Museum and the

the citizens" because they lead Sergeant assigned to the West- states west of the Mississippi White House. They were hon-

full civilian lives while serving ern Air Defense Sector, Rvr ored, with the Air National

theircounry in the Air andAnny MChord Air Force Base near son, 23, now teaches biol- Guard's fourAirmenoftheYear,

Guard. Tacoma. ogyanidcoachegthree sports at during a June 15 banquet at

Means, who livedfor 16 years Gonzales enlisted in the ac- RedWingHighSchool in Mi- Rolling Air Force Base.

in Chihuahua, Mexico, with her tive Air Force in Sep- nesota. He is still a Other Army Guard winners

grandparents before moving tember 1978 and was fire direction special- are:

withthemtoCaliforniain 1982, named Outstanding ist in the South Da- • FirstU.S. ArmySpc.Jason

packs a lot of punch. Just five- NCO of the Year kota Army Guard's Wright, Massachusetts, Soldier

feet- tall, she is clearly in charge while performing the multiple launch roc- of the Year; and SSgt. Jennifer

of every encounter. She began additional duty of ket systems battery in Konperud, Florida, NCO of

her military career in the active First Sergeant in Yankton, 350 miles the Year.

Army after graduating from San Okinawa. He joined and a five-hour drive Wright served on active duty

Jose High School in 1985. Now the Washington state to the west. He also at Fort Benning, Ga., and be-

she is very much at home in the Air Guard after leav- runs with the South longs to C Company, IstBattal-

Arizona Air Guard that she ing active duty in Dakota National ion, 181st Infantry, in Cam-

joined in 1995. April 1997. Guard's marathon bridge, Mass.

She is a full-time supervisor u Senior Airman team. The Minuteman replicas that

with the Arizona Guard's Joint Cyril Charity, District of Co- S * - t Yer"If you're going to do some- the 10 outstanding soldiers and

Counter-Narcotics Task Force lumbia, Airman of the Year: He * ( thing, you might as well do your airmen received during the ban-

in Phoenix. Four Army Guard is a security specialist in the W - best at it--in school, in running, quet reminded Wright of the

people work for her. In her part- D.C. Air Guard's 113th Secu- s I and in the Guard," observed original Minuteman statue that

time Guard capacity, Means is a rity Police Squadron based at Nelson. He was honored in stands in his hometown of At-

personnel journeyman in the Andrews Air Force Base in Washington, D.C., with the five lington, Mass., next to Lexing-

161stMilitary Personnel Flight, Maryland. He also has been other winners when the U.S. ton where colonial militiamen

responsible for the enlistments, named one of the entire Air Army celebrated its 225thbirth- faced British troops in 1775.

discharges and retirements for Force's 12 Outstanding Airmen day on June 14. Komperud, who took part in

more than a thousand people at of the Year. That, Nelson added, is why he the 1990-91 Desert Shield and

Arizona's state headquarters, "I'mkindof still in disbelief," remainedfocusedthroughoutthe Desert Storm operations while

also in Phoenix. he said. 15-month selection process that on active duty at Fort Lewis,

She became a United States Charity joined the Air Guard earned him and his fiancee, Tara Wash., now serves intheFlorida

citizen in 1994. She also is pur- in October t995 and has served Sterling, a trip to the nation's Army Guard's 260th Military

suing a degree in criminal jus- on a security forces squadron at capital this June. The finalhurdle Intelligence Battalion.

tice. Means said she hopes to Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi was a 10-minute interview be- N Fifth U.S. Army Sgt. Eric

study law, claiming "I want [At- Arabia. He also belongs to the fore the 5th Army's selection Frey, Oregon, NCO oftheYear.

torney General] JanetReno'sjob board of five sergeants major

one day." E See AIRMEN, Page 13 last March in Colorado. U See SOLDIERS, Page 13
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LT. COL. MARK BORRESON TAKING the'HILL'-- Lt. Col. MarkBorreson (right) discusses issues
affecting Guardmembers withThree National Guard Washington Sen. Patty Murray.

officers are working unique <talk to it is extremely valuable," Murray
said.

jobs in our Nation's capital Borreson quicklyjumped from the fry-
ing pan into the fire.

Just days after reporting to Murray's
office last January, he drafted a letter to
Defense Secretary William Cohen's of-
fice, on behalf of the senator. The letter

Sasked about reductions to the new Basic
Allowance for Housing, stipends at the

same time that Congress had approved'U Tpay raises for all military people. In many
cases, the decreases in housing allow-
ances canceled out the pay raises.

Murray had learned that the new al-

iTlowances provided less money for off-
base housing while visiting the Whidbey
Island Naval Air Station. The letter asked

By MSgt. Bob Haskell for "a thorough report" on the impact of
National Guard Bureau the housing allowance "on service mem-

bers at Washington state military instal-
year ago, Army National Guard lations" and for "greater clarification on
Sofficer Mark Borreson figured the methodology used to determine BAH• khe had a pretty good grip on how rates in general."

Congress works. Borreson faxed it to Cohen's office at

He had, after all, mastered his high 4 p.m. on the Friday before the three-day
school and college civics and history les- holiday weekend honoring the late Mar-
sons in his native state of Washington. He tin Luther King Jr.
had earned a master's degree in public He knew from his previous experience
administration from Golden Gate Uni- Photos by MSg. Bob Haskell that some action officer in the Pentagon
versity in San Francisco. He had dealt Force Base paid a coe call onte Borreson is the only Guard soldier would probably spend that weekend pre-
with congressionl inqi odta uboitiult'> re ... . ..." ,

tary matters while serving at the National Borreson is one of this year's National 'sional F~liwh a nitt lf iidli t o e
Guard Bureau. Guard soldiers in suits who are learning Georgetown University's Government at the starting end of the process,"

Congress? That couldn't be too hard. what can best be described as the D.C. Affairs Institute. Borreson acknowledged. "We really did
Or so he thought. Dance--the artofpushinglegislationand The program's purpose is to educate have a serious constituency problem, and

Then, lastJanuary, Mark Borreson went getting things done with patience and and train Army officers and civilians in we needed to get our hands on an expla-

to work for Patty Murray, the second- persuasion. congressional activities, emphasizing nation."
term, junior U.S. senator from Washing- "It's a corporate sales job every day," matters concerning the Department of It seemed that he had come a long way
ton state. He was a new Army Congres- explained Borreson who looked very Defense. Fellows draft legislation, at- indeed since 1988 when Borreson, then
sional Fellow -- Murray's adviser for much the executive in a gray suit, red range congressional hearings, write an Army captain, stood beside a sign in
military and veterans issues. He discov- print tie, white shirt and black, wing-tip speeches and floor statements, and brief West Germany warning U.S. personnel
ered he had much to learn about how shoes. Congress members for committee delib- not to proceed "without authority" to the
things really work on Capitol Hill. "You have to be ready to sell someone erations and floor debates, according to Czechoslovakian border one kilometer

Soithasgonethisyearforthe39-year- on a bill your boss is pushing or help Army guidelines. away.
old lieutenant colonel who has expanded organize a group to serve the mutual Fellows arenext assigned fortwo years That moment is captured in a photo on
his horizons farbeyond theboundaries of needs of several senators," Borreson to military positions where they can put his desk in the Senate office where he has
the Guard Bureau and the Pentagon. added. "Dealing with other congressional their new congressional expertise to use. seen first-hand how much power people

"I thought it would be interesting and staff members requires interpersonal skills They bring as much knowledge to the like Patty Murray really have.
exciting, working in the halls of Congress that are different from those you nor- table as they take away, according to Defense officials studied the housing
for an entire session," Borreson remarked mally use in a military enviromnent. Over Murray who described Borreson as her allowance problem with several mem-
on a late-May day in the library-quiet here, personal relationships count for ev- pipeline to the Pentagon. bers of the Washington state congres-
Russell Senate Office Building beside erything." "The military is a different culture," sional delegation and pumped $27 mil-
the nation's capitol. "It has been far more Other Army Guard officers are learn- observed Murray who pays close atten- lion into the program. Another $160 mil-
educational and enlightening than Iwould ing similar lessons inside the Beltway. tion to issues involving veterans because, lion for housing allowances has been
ever have imagined." Maj. Tom Leonard is the liaison officer she explained, 700,000 veterans live in included in the 2001 defense budget to

It was the day the House of Represen- to the National Domestic Preparedness Washington state. Furthermore, her fa- reduce out of pocket expenses for service
tatives passed the bill advocated by Presi- Office at FBI headquarters on Pennsylva- ther was a disabled World War Il veteran, members, he explained.
dent William Clinton to establish perma- nia Avenue. and she learned of problems facing ser- The letter to Cohen started the ball
nent normal trade relations with China. It Maj. Hunt Kerrigan is an executive vicepeoplereturningfromVietnamwhile rolling. The work of many congressional
was another historic, business-as-usual assistant for Thomas Donohue, the U.S. interning at a Veterans Administration staff members helped persuade the De-
day in Washington. Chamber of Commerce's president and hospital 30 years ago during her senior fense Department to review and change

The work behind the scenes did not chief executive officer. year at Washington State University. the program, Borreson said.
stop for Mark Borreson. Severalpieces of Two Air Guard members, Maj. Sandye She is the first woman to serve on the "People were just furious because the
proposed legislation had to be evaluated, Blalock and civilian Ruth Lodder, are Senate Veterans Affairs Committee. She housing allowancehad changed," recalled
including legislation authorizing addi- pulling Air Force Fellowship tours, sim- is the ranking member on the Subcom- Murray, who discovered that Borreson
tional full-time positions for Army and lar to Borreson's, with Vermont Sen. mittee for Military Construction. was a quick study. "One of Mark's first
Air Guard units. And the new wing com- James Jeffords and New Jersey's Frank "Having somebody on the staff who tasks was to figure out what happened
mander at Washington's Fairchild Air Lautenberg. understands the military culture and can and help me get through that one."
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MA.TOM LEONARD SLIR
MAJ. HUNT KRIA

Working
the other
Bureau
By MSgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

aying that Tom Leonard is serous

about soldiering is like saying that
the sun rises in the east.

At 36, his very persona, his regard for
the profession of arms, is dedicated and BUREAU MAN -- Maj. Tom
direct, even when he is not wearing an Leonard, an Army Guard infantry
Army uniform. officer, spends his days working

Most days he does not, although he is with the FBI's National Domestic
a majorin the Anny National Guard. This Preparedness off ice on how to deal

soldier in a suit is right at home in the with terrorists.
Washington, D.C., building renowned
for its serious, no-nonsense workers and the Departments of Energy, Justice
thanks to the image forged by actors and Defense.
Efrem Zimbalist Jr. and Jimmy Stewart, - Maj. Tom Leonard is the 'man from
by author Tom Clancy, and by the man Defense-- the resident expert on how and
for whom it is named -- J. Edgar Hoover. whenNational Guard troops andresources

Tom Leonard works at the Federal can be used during a community crisis
Bureau of Investigation -- the FBI. such as the Oklahoma City bombing.

Hie has been the National Guard's liai- A yellow, over-sized sniper tab above
son officer to the National Domestic Pre- his desk speaks of his 16-year, Army
paredness Office on the 1 1th floor since Guardbackground. He has been on active
January 1999. He expects to be there for duty for 11 years. He is an infantry officer
another couple of years. who has gone to airborne school, trained

"This is really a great group of folks," in mountain warfare, and run a sniper
the man from Massachusetts explained school in Massachusetts for troops who
during an afternoon in early June. "They served during the Persian Gulf War.
are not nearly as secretive or as mysteri- He has since shown up at some remark-
ous as most people think they are. But able places -- on the 1996 Olympics Joint
they do have a deep-rooted commitment TaskForce inAtlanta and the 1997 Armed
to doing what they're supposed to be Forces Inaugural Committee in Washing-

doing." ton. He has been a featured speaker at the

For most, that means "putting bad Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
people in jail," Leonard explained. His and at the National Defense University.
commitment is considerably different -- It is, Leonard acknowledged, soldier-

helping state and local emergency offi- ing at a higher level.
cials prepare to deal with terrorists and "Of course I miss wearing my camou-

weapons of mass destruction. flage uniforms and face paint," he ex-

What to do should a renegade bomber plained. "But you can't be a snake-eater

target their town or chlorine gas poison forever. Now I can take advantage of my

the air or some biological agent make other abilities in a different venue. Now I

people deathly ill is what that federal can have a major impact on developing

office has been all about since Attorney policies that will help influence the Na-

General Janet Reno ordered its formation tional Guard's future."
in October 1998. He is, in a word, comfortable at the FBI.

It is "a one-stop shopping center," "I have the opportunity to learn all

Leonard explained, where a police cap- kinds of things about this agency thatvery

tain in Nevada or an emergency medical few people ever getclose to," saidLeonard

technician in North Carolina can get help who is surrounded by kindred spirits.

and training from such federal agencies "Once you get inside and start talking

as Health and Human Services, the Envi- with these people," he added, "you dis-

ronmental Protection Agency, the Fed- cover that an operator is an operator is an

eral Emergency Management Agency, operator."
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With donated equipment, Vermont Air Guard engineers
teamed with Marines to build a playground in Macedonia

has restored my faith in humanity,"
Church told The Washington Post afterCgetting an unexpectedly generous re-
sponse to a letter asking for help that he
wrote to Mike hitch a few weeks earlier.

Marian BIitch called Church with an
offer he could not believe. "This sounds
like a good idea," she said. "How muchGoodwilldo you need?"

The military people were engaged forBy MSgt. Bob Haskell two months in Operation Cornerstone
National Guard Bureau 2000-3, remodeling two schools, two

medical clinics and a community center

A tall, spindly Macedonian lad in nearby Krivolak and Pepeliste. TheA amed R ais jgeles project concluded June 23. Vermont is
ak al an. H jersey affiliated with Macedonia through the

sporting the team's distinctive yellow Guard's State Partnership Program.
and purple colors makes that very clear. Theytookontheplaygroundprojectin

A stocky Marine Corps Reserve major afield choked with weeds and surrounded
named John Church is a life-long Detroit by a rundown chain-link fence as a gift to
Tigers baseball fanatic. If you doubt that, the people of Macedonia, explained Ver-
ask him -- he'll make it very clear. mont MSgt. Dwight Harrington.

One other thing was clear. Thanks to Local contractors poured the concrete
Church and a host of other American court and walkways, hauled in crushed
nilitary people, and the family that owns rock and erected a new fence around the
the Tigers, Ristof and his friends began rejuvenatedplay area. TheVermontGuard
playing basketball, on a new,
smooth concrete court in the Re-publf~erPMat~dfila oiiJiine <19.

Constructing that court is the
kind of goodwill gesture many
hope will promote peace in the
Balkans for many years to come.

The court, complete with white
backboards and orange hoops, is
in Negotino, a southern Mace-
donia community beside the
Vardar River. It takes up one half
of an acre-sized playground that
Air Guard civil engineers from
Vermont's 158th Fighter Wing, Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell
Marine Reserve combat engi-
neers, Navy Seabees and HOOPDREAMS-VermontTSgt. Patrick
Macedonian soldiers and civilian O'Brien (right) works with Marine Reserve
contractors built with about Sgt. Christopher Labonne to erect a
$25,000 of privately-donated basketball hoop for kids in Negotino.
equipment.

Church, the ranking Marine on the people purchased a new slide, a swing set,
joint military staff, obtained $20,000 of six park benches and spring mounted
that from Michael and Marian Ilitch, who rides for the town's children to play on.
own the Tigers. The Ilitch family, he By June's third Monday morning, the
knew, came from Macedonia. Mike Blitch playground was nearly complete and doz-
is a former Marine. ens of youngsters were having a ball.

Church's family is from Detroit. He "These kids are really awesome. They
followed the Tigers as they beat San really want to play on this equipment, but
Diego in five games to win the World they've been real patient." marveled
Series in 1984, the year he entered the MarineReserve Sgt. ChristopherLabonne
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., as he helped erect a backboard.
to earn a political science degree and a Once completed, Ristof and his friends
Marine Corps commission began showing their stuff on the new

He now teaches media ethics at the basketball court.
University of North Carolina-Wilmington "This is better. Itis very good," praised
and commands Company C in the Marine Ristofin respectable English. "More kids,
Reserves' 4th Combat Engineer Battal- more friends, will come here to play bas-
ion, based in Lynchburg, Va. ketball. We are very happy."
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ISPORTS
w, Good Fortuna in England * Setting Sights on Sydney

PiIkington sets sights on Sydney
* Headed for Olympics:

Unique gunsmith back-

ground earns ticket to games

By Sgt. Roy Henry
Georgia National GuardW hen the men and women of the

United States shooting team
aim for an olympic medal in

Sydney, Australia, this September, they
will trust the maintenance of the special-
ized weapons they fire to ScottPilkington.

Pilkington, 36, is a Georgia Army Guard
chief warrant officer who works as an
armament repair technician with the De-
partment of Logistics at Headquarters,
State Area Command, based at Fort

possess knowledge on unique 'firearms
and airguns. These specially-made match
firearms, manufactured in German, Aus-
tria and Italy, have little use to anyone but

Olympic marksmen. Because of their
design, only a fewpeople are qualified to
work on them, Pilkington said.

Pilkington was notified of his selection
bytheU.S. Olympic Committee inMarcb. Photo courtesy of CWO Scott Pilkington
He called his selection an honor.

"Getting the opportunity to work with be the one wearing Olympic gold." ON TARGET -- Georgia Army
firearms and individuals of this kind is Pilkington first became involved in Guard CWO Scott Pilkington,
something I really look forward to do- gunsmithing for firearms competitions selected as the U.S. Olympic
ing," Pilkington said smiling. with-the All-Guard small bore rifle and shooting team's gunsmith, fine

During the games, Pilkington will be pistol teams in 1986. By 1990, he was tunes a rifle for competition.
responsible for ensuring everything from accompanying the team to international
the team's double-barreled shotguns to competitions. learned about over the years to his asso-
its .177 caliber air rifles and pistols, is in In 1995 he wentwith theU.S. shooting ciation with fellow gunsmiths CWO Dave
top working order. team to the Pan American Games in Mattice and SFC Joe Chambers. They

"The shotguns and rifles are more reli- Buenos Aires, Argentina, and in 1998 to sparked his interest in becoming involved
able and need only fine tuning based on the World Championships in Barcelona, in shooting competitions.
the individual athlete's preferences in Spain. "I learned quite a lot, especially from
trigger pull, sighting and handling," More recently, Pilkington gunsmithed Chief Mattice, because ofhishavingbeen
Pilkington said. for the first and final olympic selection the gunsmithforthe 1984and 1988Olym-

Marksmen, he said, rely heavily on matches in April and July atFortBenning, pic shooting teams," he said.
their gunsmith to ensure the firearm they Ga., and the Tom Lowe shooting grounds As the olympic games draws near,
use in competition functions flawlessly. in Atlanta. Those events determinedwhich Pilkington said the excitement of the be-
The differencebetween winning an event marksmen would represent the U.S. in ing part of the team grows.
and losing one can be because a weapon Sydney. "I have always supported the Olympic
is not at its best, Pilkington added. Pilkington began his military career as idea and goals, as well as the men and

"Intheworldof Olympic shootingthere a member of the Tennessee National women who take part, in one way or
is no such thing as second guessing how Guard's 181st Field Artillery in Chatta- another," he said. "To be going with
a particular firearm may perform," he nooga. He joined the Georgia National them, and to be a part of their dreams for
said. "It has to work the first time, and it Guard in 1998. Olympic gold, is something I will always
must give the athlete the edge he needs to Pilkington credits much of what he has remember."
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Hero's Welcome
Oregon Army Guard The Oregonians were invited

by the Czech Army to join in the

engineers help Czech liberationparade. Theyalsowere
asked to play a soccer game. At

Republic celebrate 55 the war's end 55 years ago,
Czech Army troops took on sol-diers with the U.S. Army's 2nd

years of freedom Infantry, 97th Infantry and 16th
Armored divisions.

By SFC Eric Wedeking Like their counterparts de-
National Guard Bureau cades before them, the inexperi-

enced U.S. soccer players lostS Pc. Joseph Gassner has theirmatch,7-1. Fifty-fiveyears
never been asked to sign earlier, American GIs were Photo by SFC Eric Wedeking
an autograph. That all trounced 11-1.

changed in the historic Czech Following the drubbing, Or- Combat Manuever Training NATO last year. WELCOMED -- Oregon
Republic town of Pilsen. egon soccer players exchanged CenteratHoehenfels, Germany. "Theyareambassadorsforthe Army Guard engineers

Gassner, one of 60 Oregon handshakes, hugs and jerseys "We were more than willing entire United States Army, not joined World War II
Army Guard citizen-soldiers with theirgracious friends. Late to do it," said Maj. William just Oregon and the National veterans during a parade
with the 1249th Engineer Bat- in the game, the Czechs pur- Schutz, 1249th battalion corn- Guard," observed Michigan in the Czech Rebublic.
talion who marched down posely letup on defenseto allow mander. "Everybody was really Army Guard Lt. Col. Bob Will-
Pilsen's main Vinohradska the Guardsmen to score their looking forward to it." . ars, a plans and operations of- Hohenfels to begin packing for

Street, helped that country cel- lone goal in the spirit of "up- Prior to venturing to the Czech ficer serving at the 7th Army home. Many said they would
ebrate its 55th anniversary of holding the tradition." Republic, the Salem-based unit TrainingCenterinGraefenwohr. vividly remember their historic,
liberation, andthe end of World Formany Czechs, itwas their secureddonationsofsocceruni- Robert Gilbert marched three-day visit to Pilsen.
War II in Europe. first time meeting Americans. forms, shoes and soccer balls through the streets of Pilzen 55 "It was really great to see so

An estimated 400,000 people "It's good to find out about from Oregon-based Nike. After years ago when he was a private many people who appreciated
attended the celebration in the your habits and learn about your the game, those items were given with the 2nd Division's Corn- our presence. I gotreally choked
country's western Bohemian culture. I have the feeling your to the Czechs as a symbol of pany F, 38th Infantry Regiment. up-a couple of times because of
region. The Beaver State troops soldiers are very proud andyery friefndlb As one of more than 300 divi- all of the applause people gave
were treated to an enthusiastis sraendy s 'aiechA Ah>y X SYl' miy ffiala ~v repte i.Mveterans i attendance, he u<' said Spot Charles Furrey a
returning hero's welcome. Capt. George Hrazdil, a tank sentingEuropeanCommandand said the 1249th's participation surveyor at the Salem-based

"What an amazing feeling to company commander. "The Na- the 7th Army Training Center, in the parade reminded him of headquarters. "Both the old and
be welcomed the way we were," tional Guard people I have met said the National Guard's par- hismarchthrovgh the city streets young Czech people were sup-
said Gassner, a combatengineer are very nice. ticipation in Pilsen not ofly. dec'ades ago., portive of us being there. It was
with the battalion's Headquar- "The Americans made us a marked the return of US' forces tWhen 'et ist gothere back really emotional for me."
tersandHeadquarters Company very free people 55 years ago," to the Czech Republic, but sig- "?in 1945, you Couldr't walk any- TheGuardsmenalsoleftalast-
in Salem. "People were asking he added, "and I think it's im- nified the Guard's increasing wheiewithout someone touch- ing impression on their Czech
for our autographs, little kids portant for them to be here to be role in European affairs. The ing you," Gilbert recalled. "The Army hosts.
were taking our pictures. One a part of history." Czech Republic, linked with the Czech people are still very "We made a good team," said
kid even walked up to me and The celebration required the Texas National Guard through friendly and hospitable." Czech Lt. Col. Pospisil Jaroslav
asked how he could join the 1249th engineers to take a break the Guard's State Partnership After the parade, 1249th citi- to a formation of 1249th troops.
Army. It was cool." from their annual training at the Program, became a member of -zen-soldiers returned to "I hope we will meet again."
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PARTNERED --
Rough and Ready
co-directors,
Maj. Gen. O.M.
Yevdin (right) and
Brig. Gen. David
Hudlet, confer.

ROUGH AND READY
California teams with mentof Transportation respond.

Flood response was just one
its Ukrainian partners of the scenanos that made up

Rough and Ready 2000, a State

to practice their re- ParnershipProgram-sponsored
workshop held in Kharkiv,
Ukraine, for nine days in May. Photos by Lt. Col Doug Hart

sponse to disasters The exercise allowed Ameri-
can civilian and military emer- tary group assembled so close to evacuate victims by air from a TEAM EFFORT-- Military

By Lt. Col. Doug Hart gency response teams to share the Russian border since the building that had collapsed. The and civilian Ukrainians and

California National Guard civil emergency planning, medi- breakup of the Soviet Union." dwelling also included hazard- Americans carry a patient

cal disaster response and public Goff added that Russian ob- ous materials, to a waiting C-130.

catastrophic flood has health techniques and proce- servers attended the workshop. Rough and Ready was co-di-

/ permanently altered dures withtheirUkrainiancoun- Of the nearly 170 people on rected by Ukrainian Maj. Gen. upcoming American Interna-

Ukraine's landscape. terparts. the U.S. assistance team, 128 of O.M. Yevdin, chief of planning tional Health Alliance (AIHA)
Thousands from the former So- Maj. Gen. Daniel Gibson, them were members of the Cali- for its Ministry of Emergencies, meeting," he explaine.

vietrepublic are deadorinjured; California Air Guard com- forniaNational Guard. EachAir and California Air Guard Brig California has been partnered

evenmorearelefthomeless. The mander, said the wQrkshopp,, GGuardnithitii Qb p at ; e fvi ,i the state's withUkraine since August1993
evenmo el ~~~~~~ ~~~~ flz-' I af/ :;}-- ;( w , ti"T ss ~ ~ala r oui-fgh the National Guard

raging waters alsohaveleftmil- mutually benelicial. -- t e 2 eu Wine44th Issisti ta&t."t gn"r.-- a rit. trh h e sia Prd's

lions of dollars in damage in its "Themilitary andcivilian sec- Fighter Wing, 146th Airlift Hudlet said it was the first State Partnership Program.

wake. tors of each of our nations will Wing, 163rd Air Refueling time Ukrainian and U.S. civil- Gen. Yevdin said much has

The Ukrainian civilian medi- be better prepared to help and Wing, 162nd Comb4tCowamu- ianniedicatexperts, Were used beenleanedfromthe numerous

cal community, alihough sup- protect our fellow citizens," he nicationsGroup g4atatee-Kad < as major.contrbutors. exchanges over the years.

ported byits military, is over- said. quarters -- was rereseted& - Qther parmiphis may grow "As we spend more time to-

whelmed. A call is made to the According to Maj. Steve Goff, Army Guard citien-soldiers from. 'Ready's'x success, said gether," he observed, "I see that

United States. mad a California National Guard in- with the state's headquarters- Dan Smiley, California Emer- our people are more alike than

A team consisting of nearly ternational affairs officer, this staff also participated gency Medical Services Autho- they are different."

170 members from the Califor- year's Rough and Ready work- Aside from practicing their rity's chief deputy director. Gen. Gibsonhopes others will

nia National Guard, Coast shop differed from others. response to natural disasters, "I have already been invited follow their lead.

Guard, California Emergency "The more of these hands-on participants tested their ability back to Kiev to speak on Emer- 'This is an example to all na-

Medical Services Authority, workshops we do the better we to respond to an aircraft acci- gency Medical Services system tions that through cooperation,

California Department of Pub- will get," he explained. "This dent. Another scenario required development and to review the world is a better place for

lic Health and the U.S. Depart- featured the largest U.S. mili- Guardmembers to medically Rough and Ready 2000 at the all," he said.

fourindividuals are outstanding examples p ltrf degree in marketing.

A IR M EN of people who have taken that training Irizarry joined the Alaska Army

seriously." 
Guard's 3rd Battalion, 297th Infantry as a

"I see so many spectacular enlisted scout in December 1998 after 14 years in

'0 ' npeople in the National Guard and other 0 the active Army, including duty with the

reserve components who I visit every 82nd Airborne Division and a Gulf War

113th Wing's Honor Guard. He was weekend," observed Charles Cragin, the He is assigned to the Army Recruiting tour with the 6th Cavalry Regiment.

named an outstanding performer during a acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for and Retention Command in Dallas, Ore., He was a coxswain for an Army boat

1997 operational readiness inspection in Reserve Affairs. "When you are selected and has been a rifleman and emergency ferrying troops, supplies and equipment

Michigan. by your peers as the best of the best, that medical technician in the Sinai. He also fromKetchikanto aNationalGuardroad-

"These four have met extremely rigor- is a real accomplishment . belongs to the state honor guard and has building projectontheisland of Metlakatla

ous standards and have been endorsed by Her five years in the active Army, com- trained with members of the 3rd U.S. when he fell in love with Alaska and Shari

many panels of their peers to achieve this bined with nearly four years in the Ari- Infantry (The Old Guard) in Arlington, Williams. They were married in June

honor," said CMSgt. Gary Broadbent, the zona Army Guard and five years in the Va. 1999, and they live in Ketchikan.

Command Chief Master Sergeant for the Air Guard, have given Lizdeth Means an E U.S. Army Pacific PFC Vincent Mike Cline, aretiredArmy Guard mas-

Air Guard's more than 92,000 enlisted accomplished military background. Cruz, Guam, Soldier of the Year; and ter sergeant and executive director of the

men and women. Being named one of the Air Guard's Sgt. Edwin Irizarry, Alaska, NCO of Enlisted Association of the National

"Yes, we have our chains of command. top enlisted people for this year, she indi- the Year. Guard of the United States, had some

Yes, wefollow orders," addedBroadbent. cated, will make her work that much Cruz is a vehicle driver assigned to advice for the Army Guard's top troops.

"But we are successful because we are harder to be the quality leader that others Headquarters. Guam Area Command in "Keep doing what you're doing," he

trained to be independent thinkers. These believe she has already become. Fort Juan Muna and has an associate's said,"because you're doing it right."

THRE ON Gu2
July 2900 13



ISTATES
* 'Bama Builders u Bomber Boost .. Haitian Helpers

ALABAMA KANSAS
Wright-Patterson Air Force The 184th Bomb Wing unveiled

Base has an upgraded contractor it's newly modernized B-ls to the

trailer parking area, thanks to 30 public at the McConnell AFB

members from the Air Guard's Open House, June 16-18.

117th Civil Engineer Squadron Equipped with 24 all-weather

based in Birmingham. precision guided Joint Direct At-

The group deployed to the Ohio tack Munitions (JDAM), the Air

base from June 10-24 to improve Guard unit now possesses one of

the utilities to a trailer park near the most lethal aircraft in the

Gate 22B. world. The JDAM was exclusively

The traditional Guardmembers used by the B-2 Bomber, where it

ran water, electricity, sewer and demostrated impressive accuracy

communications access to the site, during the 1999 Kosovo conflict.

and poured 16 concrete slabs Air Guard B-Is recently com-

where long-term contractors in the pleted a 70-day modernization

base's Area B can park their mo- process at Oklahoma City Air

bile offices. 
Logistics Center, where they were

"This project has been planned upgraded with Global Positioning

for several years, but lacked man- System (GPS) receivers and new

power availability. This is a 'win- wiring that will allow it to commu-

win,' since they (the Guardmem- a nicate to all 24 weapons carried in

bers) gained the experience and >it's massive bomb bays. These

Wright-Patterson obtained the revolutionary new weapons enable

required utility upgrade," said Jim a single B-I to strike 24 separate

Smith, project manager for the targets during a bomb run.

88th Civil Engineer Squadron at This new capability increases the
uadron .at efptwf ,,essof B-. Is by over 2,000

Smith said having the Alabama 0 !9 doppig

Air National Guard do the con- unguided bombs. A full-scale rep-

struction saved the Air Force lica of the JDAM was on display

$200,000 in labor. near the B-I for inspection by the

A majority of the crew worked general public.

11 days -- only missing one day of Each JDAM carries a 2,000-

work because of heavy rains. pound warhead and can be ex-

"We kept trying to figure out pected to destroy or disable mili-

the weather day-to-day," said SSgt. tary targets within a 40-foot radius

Michael Bell. "We kept right on of its point of impact. It usually

going, rain or shine, and with lots strikes within 20 feet of the in-

of mud."tended target.
of mud."

By Capt. William Soddy proximately 75 percent of the population there lives presenting class projects. One student, Anna Clark,

Illinois National Guard in extreme poverty. mentioned in her report that she was signing up for

"Knowing where these pallets are going, gives a Peace Corps tour after graduation.

Members of the Peoria-based 182nd Airlift me a lot of pride," said SrA. Don Reay. "I saw the A former Peace Corps volunteer himself, Grap

Wing teamed with local charity organizations to pallets as I drove on base today, but had no idea was eager to talk to Clark after the presentations.

process and palletize nearly 81,500 pounds of relief that I would get to use my Guard skills to help get Grap encouraged Clark to contact him if she ever

and educational supplies for airlift to Haiti and them to needy people!' needed anything.

Romania recently. In addition to the relief supplies processed for To his surprise, Grap received a letter from Clark

The airlift to Haiti was coordinated with the Ap- shipment to Haiti that weekend, 182nd Airlift Wing about six months later. She ended up in Romania

ostolic Christian World Relief Center and included personnel also palletized and loaded more than teaching English at a small high school as part of

more than 78,000 pounds of relief supplies -- the 3.500 pounds of books that were airlifted to Roma- her Peace Corps assignment. In the correspondence

approximate weight of 26 mid-sized cars. Items ma. that followed, she communicated the desperate

included medical supplies, non-perishable food, This effort was initiated by Clare Grap of the need for English books in their school library.

clothing, school kits, air conditioners, a fire truck Peoria Area Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, who Without hesitation, Grap began coordinating

and a farm tractor. strictly by chance, learned of the need for books in with local school districts and city organizations to

These supplies were secured through commercial a small high school in Romania. secure book donations. His efforts proved fruitful.

and private donations to help the people of Haiti in In May 1998, Grap attended a local rotary club In all, more than 3.500 pounds of books were do-

the struggling development of their country. Ap- meeting where Bradley University students were nated.
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HISTORY'
* Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

An unprepared Air Guard learned many DespitetheinitialproblemsAirGuard frorthoseunits.Manyindividualswere

units and individuals made significant transferred from them to Air Force orga-

contributions to the Air Force. Six ANG nizations around the globe. Most of the

Guard's AC&W units were assigned to

important lessons during the Korean War fighter squadrons, equippedwithF-8 4s,
flew combat in Korea -- mostly highly strengthen air defenses stateside. Sev-

dangerous ground supportimissions: Air eral were sent to overseas locations,

Guardsmen flew 39,530 combat sorties including Libya, Newfoundland, Labra-

and destroyed 39 enemy aircraft. But, dor, French Morocco and Germany.T h ethe Air Guard paid a high price in Korea The Korean War mobilization fiasco

as 101 of its members were either killed forced the Air Force to thoroughly re-

g or declared missing in action. vamp its reserve system. Starting during

In 1952, Air Force and Air Guard the conflict itself, the Air Guard helped

fighter squadrons in the Far East also pioneer new approaches to reserve train-

participated in an historic experiment. ing and management within the Air

A part of Operation "High Tide." they Force. Blessed with innovative leaders

performed some of the Air Force's ear- like Maj. Gen. Winston "Wimpy'Wil-

a liest air refuelings during combat. 
son, plus a strong political base, the

During the war, Air Guardsmen mn ade Guard traded some of its autonomy as a

some of their most dramatic contribu- state-runforce forcloser integration with

hen North Korean forces attacked their south tions as individuals rather than mem- the active duty force.

ern neighbor on June 25, 1950, in an effort to bers of Guard units. Four of them achieved the coveted Wilson recognized that the Air Guard faced a dim

VT reunify the peninsula under communist lead- status of aces (five kills) while flying F-86s in Air Force future unless it became a thoroughly professional orga-

ership, the United States was caught by surprise. The units. They were Capts. Clifford Jolley (Utah), Robert nization. Forhim, thatmeantthattheANGhadto acquire

ensuing war also exposed the glaring weaknesses of the Love (California), and Robinson Risner (Oklahoma), definite wartime missions. It also had to be integrated

active duty military establishment and its reserve com- and Maj. James Hagerstrom (Texas). into AirForceplanning, budgeting, exercises, and opera-

ponents, to include a woefully unprepared Air National PresidentTruman's administrationwas especiallycon- tional missions on a regular basis. To increase flight

Guard (ANG). cerned that the Soviet Union might launch an attack on safety, he persuaded the Defense Department to autho-

Members of the NG were far from ready toplay its Western Europe while, the U.S. was preoccupied militar- rize an additional 36 flight training periods each year for

intended combat role, given that most of the fighter ily inAiaTcounterth.. t larger- tbeat-v actace ,td > 'almnrbeyondtheirmonthly drill adJ 5-day annual

aircraft they flew were obsolete propeller-driven F-47s plans to build-up NATO' s conventional military strength training requirements. The four mandatory ANG unit

and F-5 Is. Driven by low budgets, as well as Air Force by sending additional American forces to the continent, training drills, at the time held one per week, were

neglect,,its training was grossly inadequate. Ten Air Guard combat flying units were dispatched to concentrated on one weekend each month. Additionally,

Compounding the problem, Air Force leaders could 
the Air Guard added more full-time technicians.

see no compelling military need for state-controlled Air 
i Wilson also worked to acquire modern aircraft and

Guard organizations. After World War 11, they tried to 
facilities. At installations that could not adapt to jet

seize control of WoAitGuard ard combine it withthe Air 4 fightersthe Air Guard began forming special operations

Force Reserve as a strictly federal force. Those futile 
squadrons in 1955. Later that decade, it traded some

efforts created high levels of acrimony, distrust and 
vintage fighters for transports configured for aeromedi-

political controversy between the two forces. 
4 cal airlift missions. By 1960, C-97 strategic airliftershad

poliica cotroers beteenthetwoforesbegun to enter the Guard's inventory.

However, the Korean War proved to be a turning point 
Above all, Wilson was determined to ensure that the

in the troubled relationship between the Air Guard and 
A v Guad Wet th em ine d tsuroe a the

the Air Force, as more than 45,000 Air Guardsmen -- 
Air Guard met the same tough professional training

nearly 80 percent of the organization -- were mobilized. 
snda a the active force.

In October 1950, 15 Air Guard flying squadrons and 
In 195 1, the Air Force established specific mobiliza-

numerous support units were mobilized. The Air Force 
tion requirements for the Air Gu in its war plans for

deemed that move as only a temporary means to an end. Photo courtesy of NGB Historical Services the first time. Air Guardsmen proposed an air defense

However, massive Chinese communist intervention in FIRST KILL 1 st Lt. Arthur Oligher (left) and runway alert program as a way to combine realistic

the war in late October destroyed that assumption. Korea Capt. Harry Underwood demonstrate how they training and support of a significant operational mission

becametheAir Guard's largestwar.Eventually,67 ofits teamed up to shoot down an enemy MIG-15 ingpeacetime.

84 flying squadrons, most of its aircraft control and over North Korea June 26, 1951.It was the first Beginning on an experimental basis in March 1953,

warning (AC&W) units, along with many support orga- kill registered by Air Guard unit pilots. units at Syracuse, N.Y., and Hayward, Calif., began

nizations, were called up. 
standing alertfromanhorbefore sunrise to anlourafter

Once mobilized, they proved to be almost totally Europe and the United Kingdom as part of NATO's sunset. Each site maintained two F-5 s on five-miute

unprepared for combat. Guard units were assigned al- expansion. alert. Air Guardsmen conducted periodic scrambles to

most at random to various major air commands regard- While some ANG units and members distinguished test the concept. Despite Air Staff doubts and initial

less of their previous training and equipment. Many key themselves abroad, 51 of the 67 Air Guard flying units resistance, the experiment was a success. By 1961, it had

Air Guardsmen were stripped away from their units and mobilized during the Korean conflict remained in the expanded into a permanent, round-the-clock program

used as individual fillers elsewhere in the Air Force. U.S. to help the Air Force expand for the feared global that included 25 ANG fighter squadrons.

It took three to six months for some ANG units to confrontationwiththe SovietUnion. Progress intraining Therunway alertprogram was the firstbroad effort to

become combat ready. Some never did. Eventually, the Air Guard units was extremely slow. Shortages of air- integrate reserve units into the regular peacetime operat-

mess was sorted out, but not before the mobilization of craft, spare parts and supplies, as well as excessive ing structure of the American armed forces on a continu-

all the U.S. reserve components had created a tremen- personnel turnover, exacerbated their problems. Unit ing basis. It was the genesis of the totalforce approach to

dous political uproar. cohesion, and the distinctive Air Guard character of those reserve components' training and utilization.

The difficulties encountered in mobilizing the Air organizations, was undetermined. The Korean conflict was a crucial turning point in the

Guard were part of the much larger problem: How to Although flying squadrons garnered the lion's share of history of the modern Air Guard. It reversed the down-

provide manpower for a limited war in an equitable attention, almost all of the Air Guard's AC&W units ward slide of the Guard's relationship with the Air Force

manner within the confines of a Department of Defense were called into federal service. Nearly 11,000 of the and marked the beginning of the Air Guard's evolution

system designed for total global war. approximately 45,000 Air Guardsmen mobilized were into an effective reserve component.
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ATRAINING
More than 5,000 Indiana Army Guardmembers go to war
at Fort Polk's Joint Readiness Training Center

Bi higher level of training. Thus, soldiers are
exposed to combat scenarios, while also
having to deal with such things as the
presence of media on the battlefield.

To ensure Indiana troops heeded each
lesson, expert observers from Polk, the
Indiana Guard and the First Army evalu-th e B A Y O U ated the soldier's every step; sometimescliga pause in the action to reflect on

mistakes or to emphasize points.
SFC Willis Cotton, an observer, con-

troller based at Polk, said he helped sol-
diers use the new Single-channel GroundBy Spc. Amy Bombassaro and Airborne Radio System, called

Indiana National Guard SINCGARS, radios.
"We coach, teach and mentor," Cotton

ext to war observed Indiana said. "We went into the teach mode to
Army Guard Brig. Gen. R. Mar- help them get the SINCGARS straight.
tin Umbarger, Fort Polk's formi- They listened and it worked."

dable Joint Readiness Training Center "is Indiana Capt. Brent Bohl, an instructor
the most challenging event the Army can at the Indiana Military Academy at Camp
give to an infantry brigade." Atterbury who watched 3rd platoon sol-

As commander of the 76th Separate diets with Company C, 151st Infantry,
Infantry Brigade he should know, par- said observers learned as well.
ticularly after he and 5,000 Hoosier citi- "You can stand back and think about

up Louisiana -what you would do in situations" he
flot~d/twitfqhtfg streskedout from<

After three years of training,fto include being in the heat of the battle."
Besides Indiana, units from 14

other states participated in the
exercise. This made standardized
training doublyimportant to tank-
ers like Georgia Spc. David
Anderson, a member of Troop E,
108th Cavalry.

"You're putting groups of
people together that have never
seen each other before, and we're
working so well together," he said.'The one guy we have from the
Indiana Guard [PFC Richard

Photos by SpC Amy Sombassaro Benavides] is on the Bradley thatWAS GAME Spc. Jason Hildenbrand I'm in. He has been highly moti-
(left) calls in a report from his Humvee. vated and willing to get out there
An Indiana troop (above) eyes the enemy. and do his job."

Umbarger said the high-levelan intensive rehearsal last year, 76th in- training helps bring active Army and Na-fantrymen earned admiration from their tional Guard troops closer together.
active-duty counterparts for their efforts, "It's just a great learning environmentThe 76th brigade has really done their forus," noted the general. "There is really
homework," said Col. Richard Kuech- no longer a National Guard and Army,
enmeister, a National Guard liaison of- it's just one Army. We just happen to beficer at the JRTC. "They completed 80 on the reserve component side of it."
percent of their training before they got With the JRTC behind them, 76th Bri-
here. Now what they're doing is the icing gade infantrymen can now focus on their
on the cake." upcoming peacekeeping mission to* The icing wasn't always sweet for Bosnia in April 2002.
Indiana's ground pounders, who had to Well, except maybe Spc Tony Simms.
contend with civilian refugees, enemy After two weeks of intense physical and
attacks both day and night and seating mental stress, the 2nd Battalion, 293rd
temperatures, while defending the fic- Infantry man has more immediate plans.
tional country of Cortina. "I'm going to take a day and do abso-

The goal of the JRTC, noted Kuechen- lutely nothing," he said happily, "except
meister, is for units to leave at a much maybetakeashowerand sitonthecouch."
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