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incident commander about the effects that
any dangerous materials they discover
could pose for unsuspecting people. .4

Taking care of her military family isajor
her way of "doing the greatest good for,
the greatest number of people," sheex
plained "A'

woman from Detroit is a pediatrics

OM 

The
s degree from B tonnurse with a master' 

osCollege. She was anAir Force imrse for
nine years before joining,:,the Georgia
detachment in June.

"I am so flattered to _be , on'this elite
By MS-t. Bob Haskell team," beamed Pettis ring'August's
Natio&d GuardBw-eau second Saturday.

It's an important mission, she.,said,
Patricia Ann Pettis obvi- -"because terrorism isn't going away, and.

'M ajously appreciates big families. we need to be ready -for it. I want to
She and her husband Daryl provide the best defense I can for this

have three daughters and two sons, ages homeland."
6-14, Who they have settled into the She knows how to put people atease.
family's Acworth, Ga., home a few miles Two small stuffed animals attached to her-
north of Atlanta. stethoscope are intended to calm her pa-

She acquired another, considerably tients and gain their trust, Pettis said. She
larger, family June 15. The 40-year-old gii team members candy to sustain
woman became the medical team leader energy, and she listens to them care-
for Georgia National Guard's new 20- fully enough to know if they are having a
member military support detachment good or a bad day. She has clearlyearned
formed to deal with weaponsof mass their confidence.
Aestruction. -She knows more about us than we

They call her "Major P," and she moth- know about ourselves," said Army Guard
ers her extended family with all of the Sgt. Holly Muse, a survey team leader.
care that she gives her five children. That Meanwhile, Pettis remained attuned to -------------
is important because members of her her own chddren who she had last seen

vQ 1(yput , sincip J41Y 9. NO 200 rapid resp s.gear Th itic,16,rs of W11k,;r 4 1 0'4:aiiWV, WM,10,q p for* ons of de 
Inilifary 

support 
dle

contaminated with nuclear, eap structibn
4'. menis from: acro i,, , the'biol ' 9 or chemical agents,ogle -v gathe.md at theCournt-- where no motherwould want. 

-new h6rne:'of the ITTIV "S'Aher children to go. 
Chemical Sc , hool to NindShe was all business for five 

0 1

into teAniOntendc4to klpJuly and Aug6stweeks at Fort 
ab-authoriti s lealLeonard Wood in central Mis- M

withn Jear, hiolo',*souri where the Guard's 10
military, support detachments

massdestructiontrain4for all kinds ofterrorist -gipp.

situations that medical people Come January the
rnenilvr teams klove to hate. -)f modern

"I love the rmlitz nd I Min' xpea to,.be On
calf to 6 into bombe&love this kindof wor said Photo by MSgL Bob HaskellPettis as she checked the blood building,,,or other danger-

pressure and other vital signs MEDICAL MARVEL -- Georgia Air Guard ou:, settings andeollect and
of Georgia's half-dozen citi- Maj. Patricia Pettis checks the temperature -ide:ntify u6tchown, poteiltiall hazafd-

Nathmal duarcOure(414 "Ous materials tfi i could kill civilianzen-soldiers who would soon Of Sgt. Daniel Cook, a survey team member.
firefighters,,pOlice, cynergency medi-,i_enter a building where simiu- 

-S lue and yello;W,66 all s ujfs c-aJ re_ ponoer and innocent people.Wed chemicals had been discovered in a fort. They understand what I'm doing J-C, that k,-,an)e S uwv ' in the _,'They 'o ar tici ate being c, !rtifi d'second-story bathtub. because they know what happened at JL.,p Missouii sun were'the ward- to request addKonal help a'ndlorbe"Me worst thing that can happen is one Columbine High School," said Pettis of rob s thatsoiii '200 Natjona'i Guard-, included in sectuitydetaihs for such-,of my team members going dawn," she last April's massacre in Colorado. "I just 
on--pu ic evenobserved while calmly asking the survey don't talk about how dangerous this job -ts: asgubeniatorial inau',foi 137 sweltQrifig days at Fortteam members how they were feeling, if might be."

)TIA"Wood di tfteirr vcseen a,, t4 sick- people -oatthey had slept soundly, and if all was well Her husband is also in hercorner. "Daryl S ' 6meoue'S' ,dkc s chcarsai s I _or- tobe reaO toback home. - w.orkscloseenoughtoourhomesohee C 6toltry's c;1mi n i gaink terror- d -0. st)"M rationalizedThe training itself can be hazardous check on them a couple of times a day,"
Oe Ja *jny ,Gwltrd CpEbatiielbecause the femperature inside a con- added Pettis. "He's been my solid support

ki"i ' -n' r 82nd.' jrbotnefined chemical suit canre4cb 120 degrees system. = cfa not practicing fora: Polans a foi le
th productioinduting those 8 joifiedonahotday. The citizen-soldiers can stay That enabled Maj. Patricia Ann Pettis ua',five July and A' Ust week ,,.'and with the:4in them for only so long.. to support her new Georgia National :,,,they would rather net have to dis- De Kalli Countv Police Department.,It could be much more complicated Guard family through five weeks of qual- 'Olay'their t4ents oa th 4age of life -Terr6rism s on the rise, fie Ad-'should they respond to a real crisis. Pettis ity training at Fort Leonard Wood before and de . 'ed. "It'sso easylo, get this, stuff, oil thewould have to monitor her Guard people returning to Acworth in mid-August to

working in a hot zone andladvisc the local spend quality time with her own family.
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CZECHIhg IN -Czeeh Lt.,
Richard Ratai _fbelow) I",

conducts the Texas band in 97 il
Prague. TSgt. Michael
Severino hits high note.
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Te aS'S, 531 St Kfr Force Band makes

'rhythmic point in Czech Republic

rumen S

CE
Photos by Sot. Len Butler

By, $gt. Len Butler, Worth, Texas. CROWD PLEASER aTexas Air Guard SSgt. Erik
Texas National Guard "Many hours of re- Stevens (above) belts out a tune in Stribo. Stevens

hearsing and a lot of J (right)andSSgt. Dave Barnes greet a young groupie.
ips weren t t1ac, only planning were the keys M&I Npullin-: -off a tour of e ore arge authiggsshakingw6enthe to n1lic-UN, noticed Ific men ing b f I dicriccs.

GR carill", uh: '"I Meig 7point 5 'f t 7t 'wa.53 ls0dr Force.Band took their By the tirpe the, band the concert held at the Pragueusual blue uniforms. Cu41act to the Czech Republic re' arrived at their first stop, riosity seemed to hold Castle. The fafhous landmark
cently. One local was shaking Kromeriz, a large crowd the people ifu place. also gave the band an opportu-
his'head in disbelief. had already gathered in When the grooving nity to perform in front of the

"Growing up, I was alwa s the town square. The lo-y sounds began to bo?)m countless tourists that visit fromtold tha the cal. newspaper hadIt Americans were from the sound system, all over the world.
imperialist enemy," explVined a' printed a story the day any apprehension dis- "The setting here at rhe castle
young man named Jan in broken before, alerting the townspeople load up for the next stop. solved, and the locals danced is so exciting, and as a conduc-
English., "Butnotanymore. No* of the band's impending con- "Playing is the easy part, and and swayed to the beat of tor for a talented group of musi-
we are friends." cert. 6bviously, the most rewarding,"' 6ershwin and Miller. cians, it also makes for a lot of

Such was, the latest triumph Thick gray clouds hung over- said SrA. Jack Bradley, a clari- "This is what it's all about," ftm," Mathews said. "There were
registered by the Lone Star head as The band and Czech sol- netist. "The real work is before said jazz band leader SrA. several tourists from the United
State's instruments ofpeace af- diers unloaded the sound equip- and after the show. Playing-in Michael Browning, who played States who came up to us and
ter performing a series of con- ment and set up the stage. The front of an audience and getting trombone. "We get a good vibe expressed their gratitude athear-
certs for the people of one of threat of rain didn't scare off the a good reaction from them makes from the audience and give it ing an American band here."
NATO's newestpartner nations. curious citizehs of this ancient up for the sweat of having to fi-ht back to them.7 RataJ even had a chanceto get

Armedonlywithan interpreter city. A vast majority of them move this heavy gear around." -Czech band director Lt. Col. in on the action. At the close of
and their music, the 36-member had never seen an American be- The Czech hosts did play a Richard Rataj said the contrasts the band's set, he conducted a
band played in front of crowds fore, much less an American in significant role, however. between American and Czech Czech march tune to which the
that would have been unimagin- a military uniform. Mathews said that all of the per- music was interesting. 53 1 st never missed a beat.
able, during the dark days of the Band members shook off their- formance- sites were arranged "The American style of con- Voznica said he would like to
Cold War. jet tag andjumped right into the and set up in advance, as were Iducting the orchestra is much see further exchanges between

The whirlwind eight-city tour set. The crowd grew larger and the band's accommodations. different than ours, and so is Czech and American bands.
took the band through historical became ' more enthusiastic with "You name it and they took their style ofplaying," he said. "My hope is that we can coor-
towns and hamlets in the repub- each tune. To be sure, the lan- care of it," Mathews said. "Their 11 Thepeople in our communities dinate our operations between
lie. The ancient Gothic and guage barrier made commun-i- planning was'phenomenal and are not used to the Americans' the military bands, as well as our
Baroque architecture contrasted cation seem impossible. But the the hospitality was beyond any- way of making music." bilateral contacts in other ar-
the plain tenements built during music seemed to transcend thing we expected." Czech military bands don't eas," he said.
the communist era, serving as a 'words and touch the audience. The band played music for play music from as many genres MSgt. Bruce Hamberlin, a
,reminderthatt'his small but beau- This tour included no roadies virtually every taste. When they as American military bands do, clarinetist, said the tour was an
tiful, country was once tucked or support crew to handle the weren't performing their stan- but they are quite accomplished. eye-opening event for him.
deep behind the Iron Curtain. gear. Each time the band arrived dard orchestra repertoire, they General Major Petr Voznica, "The rich history of this coun-
, BandCommander2ndLt.Jef_ at a concert site, they had to set played jazz and rock and roll. Czech ground forces com- try, the unique architecture of

frey C. Mathews said the tour up the instruments and sound In the town of Tabor, the band mander, said the five Czech mili- the buildings are so fascinat-
actually began some5,0Q0 miles equipmeritthemselves, then tear set up for the sounds of the big tary bands routinely tour ing," he said. "This is something
away in the hand's home at Fort down the equipment again to band. Local citizens passing by throughout Europe, often play- I will remember for some time."
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Photo by MSgt. Floyd Jones

saw Pact countries, the active- DESERT WARRIORS Miss!-'I would fight along side duty soldiers who serve as at ssippi Army Guard 1st Lt. Scott
NTC'srenowned' osingforce, Caldwell (left) and Spc. Larry
or OPFOR, rarely sti fl'e t- defeat atin e am Anil' Wilson, both members of Company

ArmW,

"Both the Obser.v& 0)1111' watch forthe enemy at the National

andthe.OPFOR aretad\. c9mr -2 Bradley
RK, 

g Center. A
Fight Vehicle crew

mi -d totrairring flic forcetand' (left) from
theytra theforccv ifli -155th

in 
one main 

Mississippi's 
Company 

C,

D ea d ly i purpose - protecting ournation. Infantry roll into battle.

and ourfainilies," said Capt. Doug
son, commander of Com- great brigade. They are vej-y coachable

pany D, 2nd Battalion, 198th Ar- and eager to fight," reported Col. Ben-

mor, based in Sardis,.Miss. "We Photo by .2n , d Lt. Kavanaugh Breazeal jamin Freakley, NTC Observation Group*th e , D eser are here to learn from the OPFOR and do lery weapons systemson line and fire commander. "I look forward to serving

our best to defeat them." I their 155mm cannons directly at station- beside them in the-future."

While the rotation tested the 155th Bri- ary targets. As with all deployments, safety played

Ry Capt. Danny N. Blanton gade Combat Team, it also allowed them "We want to see action, we want to see an importantrole. Freakley congratulated

Mississippi National Guard to leave their mark, something blow up," said PFC Michael the 155th for recording no serious inju-

"Gunnery has'always been a strength Evans, a member of Bravo Battery. "We ries during their rotation.

A s the dust settled across the battle of ours,," saidBrig, Gen. Ed Roberts, love live-fire." "It is not often that a brigade can come

fields of the Mojave Desert, -all 15.5th, commander.. "We feel confident Many of the soldiers were excited about out here and train in these conditions

that remained of the Mississippi we can hit our.targets." the exercise and the unit's proficiency. without any accidents," he said. "It took a

National Guard's "Magnolia Rotation" This proficiency enabled the 155th to "Bravo Battery sets the pace and the lot of hard work to accomplish such an

were the echoes of their historic deeds. become the firsttaskforye-sized, reserve- standards. We -are bad to the bone," said outstanding milestone."

For three weeks, more than 5,000 citi- component element to be invited to the SSgt. Paul, Davis., "We feel like we can Maj. Gen. James Garner, Mississippi

zen-soldiers from 23 states took on- the combined-arms live fire exercise. compete with the. regular Army." National Guard adjutant general, attrib-

National Training Center, or NTC, at Fort "These guys love' to shoot. It was a The I st Platoon, 114th Military Police uted the success to the M agnoliatRotation

Irwin, Calif., as the largest reserve-com- tremendous morale boost for them to Company, based in Clinton, Miss., also to discipline.

ponent task force to train there since the. have the opportunity to participate in, a raised the bar for future reserve-compo-. "This is a tribute to their training to. get

Persian Gulf War. live-fire exercise of this 'magnitude," nent NTC rotations. here and their desire to perform well," he

Located in the middle of the Mojave Roberts said. According to, Capt. Scott Lippiatt, the said. "We're certainly a much better bri-

Desert, the NTC is considered one of the Being invited to hve-fire wla not the platoon's observer-ccintroller, the unit gade today and we will continue to im-

toughest military training environments 155th's,,only contribution to the NTC became was the first Guard platoon to prove."

in the world. Troops are exposed to brutal, history. While participatingin the direct- complete, the Military Police live-fire While Fr akley said it will be' impor- I

desert temperatures, which exceed 100 fire, live-fire exercise, Battery, B, 2nd exercise since the exercise began inJanu- tant for the Guard's latest desert warriors

degrees in the daytime and dip into the, Battalion, I 14th Field Artillery, based in ary 1997. During the live-fire exercise, to "dissect" its triumphs and defeats, it

30s at night. Ackerman, Miss., became the only bat- the platoon conducted' a dismounted de- was clear that the 155th's soldiers left a

Soldiers also face an opponent more tery, reserve or active, to hit all of its fiberateattackagainstasuspectedenemy's favorable impression.

skilled and more familiar with the terrain. targets. mortar-section. "I would fight along side this; brigade

Using weapons and equipment modified Durin the I direct-fire qualification ex- NTC observers also were impressed. any day," said Brig. Gen. William

to resemble those used by former War- ercise, batteries bring all six of their artil- "It has beert a delight to work with this Webster, Jr., NTC commander.
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DICIC p during the weekend drills. She signed up in January '74 at the Bangor base a new ramp for the tankers; a high-PINE TREr. IONEER to find out and to become a federal technician. tech, fully enclosed fuel cell dock; new operations and
"I knew I wanted to do better than what I was doing," communications centers; And a new' home for the civil

ained the woman who hadalso concluded that "what engineer squadron."' expl
the militarydoes is very important" -- even if her mother Linda Wiggin and others in the civil engineer office
and close friends thought she had completely lost her have played major roles in giving Bangor one of thethat carried Wiggin so far, Thompson'explained. mind. country's most modern Air Guard installations."I had to shut out snide remarks, but I believed in Much has happened since then. She put it all behind her in mid-August and beganworking there," Wiggin said. "My superiors 'alWays She has deployed with other (;Jvil engineers to Panama settling into retirement with her retin-d husband Galen atsupported me. That made,.it a lot easier. Theother stuff in early 1990, during the final days of Operation Just theirpleasant home in Levant. It's about four miles downwas never anything that I- couldn't live with." Cause that brought down Manuel Noriega. She has the road from the farm of her yofith and the BaptistIt started for the most basic of reasons. She wanted to served in Aviano, Italy, and on bases across the United church where she still sings in the choir.know what went on during the weekend, drills. States. There's a garden to be gotten in and grandchildren toShe went to work at Dow Air Force Base in Bangor as The 101st hag had its jet fighters replaced by air dote on. They will watch for the geese that return to theira telephone operator in 1965. She was hired A a civilian refueling tankers, and the Guard has matured from apart- peaceful pond every fall.clerk-typist at the Air Guard's civil engineering squad- time force to an equal partner in the Air Force's world- It will be good, she acknowledged, to take life a littleron in 1968, the year that Dow closed and the Air Force wide operations. The "Maineiacs" are renowned as one easier knowing that, in the words of her friend Janpulled out of Maine's Queen City. of the Air Force's finest units and stand up the Northeast Thompson, she made a difference.

The squadron got busy managing, remodeling or dis- Tanker Task Force whenever overseas operations re- "She conducted herself as a chief should," saidmantling the facilities the Air Force left behind. It both- quire additional airplanes in a hurry. 'hompson. "She made it easier for women to be ac-ered her, she explained, to not know what was going on That has meant millions of dollars in new construction cepted "
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